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TO  THE  BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

Gentlumkn, ' 

In  compliance  with  a  law  of  the  Commonwealth  and  a  vote  of  die 
Boaid,  I  herewith  submit,  in  a  printed  form,  the  Annual  Abstract  of 
the  School  Returns  for  the  year  1839-40,  accompanied  by  selections 
from  the  reports  of  the  School  Committees. 

In  performing  this  work,  substantially  the  same  principles  have  been 
observed,  as  were  adopted  for  making  the  Abstract  of  the  year  1838-9. 
Those  principles  were  stated  in  the  brief  Report,  prefixed  to  that  Ab< 
stract  To  save  repetition,  I  ask  leave  to  refer  to,  instead  of  re-stating 
them. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  three  hundred  and  one  of  the  three 
hundred  and  seven  towns  in  the  Commonwealth, — a  larger  proportion 
of  the  whole  number,  than  has  ever  before  been  heard  from. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  almost  all  the  towns,  which  failed 
to  make  them  for  the  preceding  year.  Both  Abstracts,  therefore,  taken 
together,  present  a  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, at  this  period  of  their  history. 

The  committees'  reports  were  more  voluminous  than  those  for  the 
previous  ^rear,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  more  than  two  thousand  com- 
pactly-written letter-paper  pages.  They  varied  in  length,  from  five 
lines  to  fif\y  pages.  Hence,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  how  difficult  and 
delicate  has  been  the  task  of  making  selections,  where  something  was 
to  be  taken  from  each  and  not  too  much  from  any. 

Two  principal  objects  were  to  be  answered  by  making  selections 
from  the  school  committees'  reports. 

First,  to  make  known,  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  the  actual 
condition  of  that  great  institution, — our  Common  Schools, — with  a  view 
to  the  removal  of  such  defects  and  the  adoption  of  such  improvements, 
as  that  condition  should  suggest ; — and. 

Secondly, — considering  the  general  intelligence  of  the  school  com- 
mittees, and  their  personal  acquaintance  with  the  actual  working  and 
wants  of  the  school  system, — it  was  also  desirable  to  make  known  their 
views,  wherever  they  had  thought  proper  to  express  them,  on  a  great 
variety  of  topics  connected  with  Common  School  Education. 

In  a  word,  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  through  the  Legisia- 


ture,  haying  provided,  that  a  grand  inquest  into  the  condition  of  the 
schools  should  be  taken,  it  seemed  desirable,  not  only  to  learn  facts,  but 
also  to  obtain  opinions,  from  the  most  competent  witnesses.  Hence 
the  selections,  for  the  two  last  years,  are  much  more  copious  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  deemed  necessary  or  proper. 

Among  other  topics  discussed  in  the  reports,  frequent  references 
have  been  made  to  the  recent  Legislative  enactments  in  behalf  of  the 
schools,  and  to  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
These  have  been  freely  copied  from ;  as  the  opinions  of  the  committees 
on  these  points,  when  sanctioned  by  the  towns  by  whom  the  reports 
were  accepted,  have  been  deemed  of  great  weight.  Among  all  the  nu- 
merous and  decided  testimonials  to  the  great  benefits  already  realized 
by  the  schools,  from  recent  Liegislative  enactments,  and  the  course  of 
proceedings  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Education,  in  pursuance  of  them, 
there  are  two  only  of  a  contrary  character,-— K)ne  from  Hamilton,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  the  other  from  Savoy,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire. 
To  give  these  counter  views  a  full  hearing,  the  reports  from  those 
towns  are  published  entire. 

The  great  object  of  ascertaining  the  present  state  of  our  schools  hav- 
ing now  been  obtained,  it  is  obvious,  that,  if  the  precedent  of  making 
selections  from  the  school  committees^  reports  should  be  followed  here- 
after, these  selections  may  be  much  more  brief  and  special,  than  here- 
tofore ; — only  such  parts  of  them  being  taken  as  present  new  and  valu- 
able matter.  So  long  as  the  evils,  which  now  oppress  the  schools  and 
impair  their  usefulness,  are  suffered  to  exist  in  any  town,  so  4ong  ought 
the  attention  of  such  town  to  be  reiteratedly  and  perseveringly  called 
to  their  existence ;  but,  while  the  remedy  for  these  evils  lies  with  the 
district  or  the  town,  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  republishing  them  for 
the  State.  At  least,  this  will  be  sp  for  a  time.  At  the  end  of  ten 
years,  should  another  inquest  be  taken,  it  is  hoped  the  schools  may  be 
exhibited  in  a  very  different  condition. 

Of  the  great  body  of  the  reports  themselves,  from  which  the  present 
selections  have  been  made,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  speak  in  terms  of 
exaggerated  praise.  The  reports  of  the  previous  year,  so  far  as  they 
were  copied  into  the  Abstract,  have  received  hjgh  encomiums,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  for  their  general  intelligence,  their  sound  practical 
views,  and  the  high  tone  of  philanthropy  and  morality,  by  which  they 
are  pervaded.  In  no  respect  are  the  reports  of  this  year  inferior  to 
those  of  the  last,  while  they  surpass  them  in  minuteness  of  discrimina- 
tion, and  in  the  more  thorough  comprehension  and  development  of  the 
prominent  evils,  under  which  our  school  system  is  laboring.    Not  one 


of  the  whole  number  was  written  for  personal  display, — ^for  the  unwor- 
thy purpose  of  exhibiting  the  pleader,  instead  of  advocating  the  cause. 
They  are  direct,  clear,  earnest,  strong  expositions  of  the  merits  of  the 
great  subject  they  discuss.  What  shows  the  sincerity  and  high  princi- 
ple which  dictated  them,  and  what,  in  these  excited  times,  may  be  re- 
garded as  their  most  remarkable  characteristic,  is,  that,  though  eman- 
ating from  men  of  every  variety  and  shade  of  religious  and  political 
opinion,  there  is  not  an  expression,  from  beginning  to  end,  from  which 
it  could  be  predicated,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  to  what  party,  po- 
litical or  theological,  the  writers  belonged.  To  enlighten  the  juvenile 
mind,  to  avert  vicious  habits,  to  lead  children  to  aspire  to  and  to  per- 
form all  those  things  which  are  honest,  just,  pure,  lovely  and  of  good 
report,  seems  to  have  been  considered  by  all,  a  fit  and  necessary  prep- 
aration for  the  adoption  of  what  is  considered  by  each  as  higher  and 
more  advanced  truth.  I  speak  of  these  facts  in  regard  to  the  reports, 
because  it  is  an  act  of  justice  towards  their  authors,  as  well  as  an  honor 
to  the  State,  that  they  should  be  known  ;  and  because  it  is  not  probable, 
that  any  other  individual,  by  a  perusal  of  the  entire  body  of  the  manu- 
scripts, will  ever,  personally,  acquire  this  knowledge. 

In  fine,  it  may  be  said,  that  no  citizen  of  Massachusetts  can  ever 
read  these  selections,  without  feelings  of  humiliation  at  the  generally 
depressed  condition  of  the  schools ;  nor  without  emotions  of  pride,  that 
there  are  men,  in  all  the  diflferent  towns  in  the  State,  who  entertain 
such  high  purposes  of  human  improvement,  and  are  capable  of  fur- 
Dishing  the 'materials  for  so  admirable  a  document. 

The  wisdom  of  the  law  providing  for  the  reports,  has  been  signally 
manifest  during  their  perusal.  Cases  have  been  constantly  occurring, 
where  striking  views,  or  suggestions  for  improvement,  made  by  one 
committee  and  published  in  the  last  Abstract,  have  been  extensively 
copied  or  recommended  for  adoption,  by  committees,  in  their  reports 
for  the  present.  In  this  way,  lights,  struck  out  in  one  place,  have  been 
radiated  abroad,  and  reflected  back  from  a  hundred  points.  As  no 
town  can  be  supposed  to  be  more  enlightened  and  more  wise  than  all 
the  other  towns  in  the  State,  collectively  taken ;  it  follows,  that,  if  any 
town  receives  no  benefit  from  the  reports  of  all  the  rest,  it  must  be  for 
some  other  reason  than  its  own  perfection. 

A  generalization  of  the  contents  of  the  reports  may  be  given  in  a 
few  words. 

They  abound  in  attestations  of  the  value  of  our  Common  School  priv- 
ileges, and  in  a  belief  of  the  capacity  of  the  system  to  .work  out 
immeasunible  good,  fc^r  the  present  and  future  generations. 


VI 

They  present  full  and  practical  details  on  points  that  are  first  in  or- 
der, though  for  no  other  reason,  first  in  importance ;-— such  as  the 
division  of  territory  into  school  districts ;  the  principles  on  which  the 
taxes,  raised  hy  the  town,  should  he  distributed  ;  the  construction  and 
location  of  schoolhouses ;  the  disastrous  efiects  of  irregular  and  tardy 
attendance,  and  of  a  diversity  of  books  on  the  same  branches,  in  school ; 
the  necessity  of  a  good  understanding  between  prudential  and  superin- 
tending committees ;  the  entire  want  of  connection  between  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  studies  required  of  the  teachers  of  our  schools,  and  a 
power  of  communicating  that  knowledge,  or  aptness  to  teach,  and  a 
capacity  to  govern ;  the  inappreciable  difference  between  well  and  ill- 
qualified  teachers ;  the  acceleration  of  progress,  which  may  be  derived 
from  supplying  the  schools  with  suitable  apparatus ;  the  value  of  School 
District  Libraries ;  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  schools 
from  a  greater  manifestation  of  parental  interest  in  their  welfare  ;  the 
clear  policy  of  such  liberal  appropriations  by  the  towns,  as  will  save 
the  children  from  losing,  in  a  long  vacation,  all  they  may  have  acquired, 
during  a  short  school ;  the  necessity  of  thoroughness  in  every  branch 
pursued,  especially  in  the  elementary  ones,  as  the  indispensable  con- 
dition of  thoroughness  in  all  others ;  the  value  of  moral  instruction, — 
or  rather,  if  I  may  express  the  idea  in  my  own  words, — the  valueless- 
ness  and  absolute  danger  of  all  other  instruction  without  it ; — oh  these, 
and  perhaps  a  very  few  other  topics,  the  committees  have  marked  out 
very  much  to  be  done,  but  have  left  very  little  to  be  said. 

On  another  class  of  subjects,  second,  in  point  of  order,  but  of  equal, 
if  not  of  paramount,  importance, — such  as  tha  processes  and  methods 
for  communicating  real^  instead  of  verbal^  knowledge ;  for  setting  at 
work  and  forlceeping  at  work  as  many  minds  as  there  are  pupils  in  the 
school-room,  (or  as  near  as  possible  to  that  number,)  and  thus  of  com- 
mencing, in  school,  those  habits  of  investigation,  of  analysis  and  of  prov- 
ing the  correctness  of  all  mental  processes,  by  subjecting  them  to  some 
acknowledged  test,  which  will  make  acquisition,  through  all  subsequent 
life,  at  once  rapid  and  sure ;  for  accustoming  the  intellect  to  perceive 
that  it  cannot  make  truth,  but  can  only  discover  it ;  and  for  training  that 
intellect  to  the  discovery  of  those  great  truths,  with  which  the  material 
and  the  spiritual  universe  are  alike  filled,-  while  the  heart,  at  the  same 
time,  is  trained  to  love  and  obey  them ;— on  this  great  department  of 
the  subject  of  education,  scarcely  any  thing  of  detail  is  to  be  found  in 
the  reports.  When  the  public  mind  shall  turn  its  inquiries  in  this  direc- 
tion, it  is  believed,  that  far  greater  improvements  will  be  realized,  than 
any  yet  brought  to  light. 
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In  ewwntning  the  rep<Nrts  respeoting  sohools,  which  are  not  kept  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  year,  I  have  obseryed,  that,  whea  committees  are 
cfaoaea  at  the  March  meeting,  and  therefore  make  report  at  that  meet* 
log,  they  sometimes  have  oocasion  to  refer  to  the  incompleteness  of 
their  leport,  beoause  some  of  the  schools,  at  that  time,  have  not  closedt 
But,  wbtaa  the  committees  are  chosen,  and  of  course  the  reports  made, 
at  the  April  meeting,  I  do  not  recollect  that  such  a  case  has  occurred. 
Does  not  this  furnish  a  hint  to  towns,  to  choose  their  committees  at  the 
April  meeting,*— or,  at  least,  to  choose  them  for  a  year,  which  shall  be- 
gin aod  end  in  April,  wh^Qi  the  winter  schools,  generally,  will  have 
closed? 

In  preparing  the  Abstract,  twenty-eight  days  have  been  reckoned  as 
one  month.  When  returns,  therefore,  are  made  for  odd  days,  sii:  days 
or  eleven  half  days,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  should  be  returned  as  seven 
school  days,  or  one  quarter  of  a  month. 

Twenty-five  only  of  the  towns  caused  their  reports  to  be  printed  ;  of 
these,  ten  were  in  the  county  of  Essex.     Many  of  the  reports  would 
have  made  most  excellent  Tracts  on  the  general  subject  of  Common 
School  Education,  and  the  printing  and  circulation  of  them  could  not 
but  have  been  highly  useful. 

I  have  observed,  also,  in  a  very  few  cases,  that  the  amount  of  money, 
raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools,  is  not  equal  to  the  sum  now 
required  by  law  to  be  raised,  (that  is,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
for  every  person  in  town,  between  the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen^)  in  or- 
der to  entitle  the  town  to  its  distributive  share  of  the  school  fund.  This 
fact  is  mentioned  here,  in  order  that  any  town,  which  has  fallen  into  a 
similar  error  for  the  current  year,  may  grant  such  an  additional  sum  as 
may  be  necessary,  before  the  year  expires.  '  A  tax  for  schools  may  be 
granted  at  any  town-meeting, — ^the  proper  article  for  that  purpose  hav- 
ing been  inserted  in  the  warrant. 

On  the  whole,  these  two  Abstracts  contain  just  the  views,  whose 
dissemination  would  be  most  useful,  in  the  respective  towns  and  dis- 
tricts. It  would  be  impossible  for  the  wisest  man  living  to  prepare  any 
essay  or  volume,  on  the  subject  of  our  Common  School  system,  so  well 
adapted  to  the  present  wants  of  the  community,  as  the  selections  from 
the  school  committees'  reports  are.  Could  an  individual  be  found,  who 
could  draft  something  better  than  many  of  them  are,  (which  is  doubt- 
ful,) none  could  be  found  capable  of  presenting  truths,  of  the  most  imme- 
diate importance  to  the  schools,  in  such  a  variety  of  lights,  and  so  well 
adapted  to  different  minds.  A  perusal  of  them,  therefore,  is  most 
earnestly  commended  to  the  friends  of  education  throughout  the  State. 


VIU 

They  should  be  read  by  school  committee  men,  and  especially  by 
teachers.  They  should  be  read  at  teachers^  meetings.  If,  during  the 
ensuing  autumn  and  winter,  the  superintending,  or  prudential  commit- 
tees would  invite  the  members  of  the  respectiTe  districts,  or  neighbor- 
hoods, to  assemble  at  the  schoolhouse,  or  other  convenient  place,  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  portions  of  them  read,  it  would  difilise  among 
the  people,  such  a  knowledge  of  existing  defects,  as  could  not  fail  to  in- 
spire many  minds  with  a  desire  and  a  resolution  to  apply  the  remedies. 
The  reports  contain  facts  and  suggest  topics  for  reflection,  of  great 
practical  importance,  in  regard  to  the  schools,  but  which  are  too  numer- 
ous to  be  discussed  here.  Intending  to  make  them  the  subjects  of  com- 
ment, in  my  next  Annual  Report,  I  refrain,  on  this  occasion,  from  any 
further  remarks  upon  them. 

HORACE  MANN, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
Boston,  Aug.  15,  1840. 
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.       278 

6 

Danvers,  . 

9 

Heath, 

.       279 

. 

114 

Dartmouth, 

.       377 

Hingham, 

422 

ao 

Dedham.  . 

344 

Hinsdale, 

306 

265 

Deerfiela, 

273 

Holden,    . 
Holland,  . 

144 

, 

114 

Dennis,     . 

443 

244 

. 

.        378 

Dighton,  . 

378 

Holliston, 

75 

116 

Dorchester, 

346 

Hopkinton, 
Hubbardston,  . 

76 

Douglas,  . 

129 

146 

440 

Dover, 

348 

Hull,        .        . 

428 

117 

Dracut,     . 

70 

# 

297 

Dudley,    . 
Dunstable, 

130 
71 

Ipswich,    . 

21 

204 
334 

Duxbury, 

414 

Kingston, 

423 

374 
120 

East  Bridgewater,    . 
Eastham, 

116 

444 

Lancaster, 

147 

266 

6 

OS 

238 

Easthampton,  . 
Easton,    . 
Edgartown, 
Enfield,    .        . 

207 
379 
456 
209 

Lanesborough, 
i^ee,          .        • 
Leicester, 
Lenox, 

307 
308 
150 
309 

121 

1 

M 

-7 

Egremont, 
Erving,     . 
Essex, 

302 

274 

IS 

Leominster, 
Leverett, 
Lexington, 
Leyden,   . 

152 

280 

78 

281 

123 

9 

386 

Fairhaven, 
Fall  River, 
Falmouth,         .        . 

382 
386 
445 

Lincoln,    . 
Littleton,  . 
Longmeadow, 

79 

80 

245 

44£ 
411 

Fitchburg, 
Florida,    . 

131 
303 

Lowell,     . 
Ludlow,    . 

81 

246 

55 
289 
125 

Foxborough,     . 
Framingham,   . 
Franklin,  . 

349 

72 

350 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

153 
22 
24 

338 

Freetown,        * 

387 

269 

r 

Maiden,    . 

82 

56 

Gardner,  . 

133 

Manchester, 

85 

Georgetown,    . 

14 

Mansfield, 

393 

.       .         62 

Gill,         .       .       . 

274 

Marblehead.     . 

86 

.       S4£ 

Gloucester, 

15 

Marlborougn,  . 
Marshfieldf      . 

83 

58 

Goshen,    . 

210 

486 

412 

Grafton,   . 

134 

Aledfield, 

358 

270 

Granby.    • 
Granville, 

214 

Medford,  . 

85 

62 

243 

Medway,  • 

358 

128 

Great  Barringtoo*    . 

303 

Mendon,  . 

154 

442 

Greenfield, 

276 

Methuen,  . 

27 

67 

Greenwich, 

214 

Middleborongh, 

428 

2 

Grotou,    . 

73 

Middlefield,      .        . 

818 

299 

r 

Middleton, 

89 

241 

H^dley,   . 

215 

Milford,    . 

157 

206 

Halifak,    .       .       . 

417 

Millbury,  . 

158 

456 

Hamilton, 

16 

Milton,      • 

366 

299 

Hancock, 

304 

Monson,   . 

248 

343 

Hanover, 

418 

Montague, 

288 

271 

Hanson,   . 

481 

MoDgomery, 

849 

Natiek,     . 

86 

Rochester, 

434 

Tynj§^boroiigli, 

102 

Nantucket, 

469 

Rowe, 

287 

Tynngfaam, 

.       .       329 

Needbam, 

.       367 

Rowley,   . 

36 

^                ^*                     w 

New  Ashford,  . 

313 

Rozbury, . 

361 

Upton, 

185 

New  Bedford,  . 

394 

Royalstoo, 

176 

Uxbridg«, 

.       .        186 

New  Braintree, 

160 

Russell.    . 
Rutland,  . 

261 

Newbury, 

31 

177 

Wales,     . 

.        .       267 

Newbury  port,  . 
New  Marlborough, 

34 
313 

Salem, 

37 

Walpole,  . 
Waltham, 

368 
104 

New  Salem,     . 

283 

Salisbury, 

39 

Ware. 

.       230 

Newton,    . 

87 

Sandisfield, 

320 

Warenam, 

437 

Northampton,   . 

219 

Sandwich, 

461 

Warren,  . 

188 

Northborougb, . 

161 

Saugus,    . 

41 

Warwick, 

292 

Northbridee,    . 
North  Bridgewatei 
North  Brookfield, 

(63 

Savoy, 

322 

Washington, 

330 

•,  .       429 

Scituate,  . 

436 

Watertown, 

106 

164 

Seekonk,  . 

403 

Wayland, 

107 

Northfield, 

285 

Sharon,    . 

366 

Webster, . 

190 

Norton,     . 
Norwich,  . 

396 

Sheffield, . 

324 

Wellfleet, 

463 

222 

Shelbume, 

289 

Wendell,  . 

.       293 

Sherburne, 

91 

Wenbam, 

43 

Oakham,  . 

166 

Shirley,    . 

92 

Westborough, 

.        .        192 

Otis, 

314 

Somerset, 

404 

West  Boylston, 

196 

Orange,    . 

.       287 

Southampton,  . 

228 

West  Bndgewa 
West  Cambridg 

Iter,  .       438 

Orleans,    . 

449 

Southborougn, . 

179 

re,  '  .        108 

Oxford,     . 

167 

Southbridge,     . 
South  Hadley, 

180 

Westfield, 

;        .        269 

227 

Westford, 

109 

Palmer,    . 

260- 

South  Reading, 

93 

Westbampton,  < 

232 

Pawtucket, 

.        399 

Southwick, 

252 

Westminster,   . 

197 

Paiton, 

170 

Spencer,  . 

180 

West  Newbury 

r        .          4^ 

Pelham,    . 

223 

Springfield, 

253 

Weston,   . 

110 

Pembroke, 

430 

Sterling,   . 

181 

Westport, 

409 

Pepperell, 

88 

Stock  bridge,     . 

326 

West  Springfiel 
West  Stockbrid 

d,     .        262 

Petersham, 

171 

Stoneham, 

96 

ge,  .       330 

Peru, 

314 

Stoughton, 

367 

Weymouth, 

.        .        369 

Phillipston, 
PitUfield, 

172 

Stow, 

99 

Wbately, 

294 

316 

Sturbridge, 

181 

Wilbraham, 

.       263 

Plalnfield, 

.        226 

Sudbury,  . 
Sunderland, 

99 

Williamsburg, 

234 

Plymouth, 

432 

291 

Williamstown, 

.       331 

Plympton, 

433 

Sutton,     . 

182 

Wilmington, 

111 

Prescott,  . 

z2d 

Swansey, 

406 

Wmchendon, 

198 

Princeton, 

174 

% 

Windsor, 

.       331 

Provincetown,  . 

461 

Taunton,  . 

406 

Wobom,  . 

112 

Templeton, 
Tewksbury,     . 

184 

Worcester, 

200 

Quincy,    . 

368 

100 

Worthington,   . 

236 

Tisbury,  . 

457 

Wrentham, 

371 

Randolph, 

369 

Tolland,  . 

266 

w 

Raynham, 

401 

Topsfield, 

42 

Yarmouth, 

464 

Reading,  . 

89 

Townsend, 

101 

Richmond, 

.       318 

Truro, 

462 

ERRATA. 

Page  1— 12th  line  from  top,  for  **  $\t  82,"  read  **  12  32." 
«   80^16th  line  from  top,  for  «  f  S3  00/' read  <<  IS  00." 
*"  lS0-22d  line  from  bottom,  for  <<  44,"  read  <<  11."    The  Return  stated 
that  the  Academy  was  kept  44  months,  ¥^ieh  is  presumed  to  mean, 
nol  months,  but  weeks,  and  it  is  aecordingly  corrected  by  canning 
tUntn  oalj  into  the  Recapitnlation. 


SUFFOLK   COUNTY. 


Un^TnAT  J  (l)Popalation, 80,385.    Valuation,  S80,000/)00. 

DUiblUlS^         ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  106. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages^in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  10,766— In  Winter,  10,766. 

(5)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  8,871-^In  Winter,  8,871. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  18,000.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,         .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  26. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  1,272  months.^In  Sttmmer,6d6— In  Wmter,636. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  44— F.  145.- ?io.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  41— F.  145. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  5^04  55 — ^To  Females,  5^0  82. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^IS  OO—Of  Females,  $H  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  |f91  55— Of  Females,  $\t  82. 

(10)  Amount  of  nnoney  raised  by  lazes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  Jf96,458  78. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contriboted  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  namber  of 

Scholars,         . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  155.^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1,785.— ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  3,d69i<— « 
Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5100,000. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  59;050. — Income  from  same,  %SOi  50. 

Books  used. — SIpeZ^tnu^Emerson's  National  Spelling  Book.  iZeacftftf^Blake's  First 
Reader,  Primary  and  Reading  Lessons,  New  Testament,  Pierpont's  National  Reader,  Pierpont's 
latroduction  to  National  Reader,  Andrews'  Latin  Sallust,  Jacobs'  Greek  Reader,  Gould's  Hor- 
ace and  Virgil,  Greek  Testament,  Xenophon,  Horace,  Homer.  G'rammar— Andrews'  and 
Stoddard's  Latin  Grammar,  Liber  Primus,  Viri  Romee,  Fisk's  Greek  Grammar  and  Exerciites, 
Murray's  English  Grammar  abrid^d  by  Alger,  Parker  and  Pox's  Progressive  Exercises  in  En- 
glish Grammar,  Frost's  Exercises  in  Parsing.  (?eo^rapfty— Worcester's  and  Atlas.  Arithmetie 
•^Ginerson's  N  American  Arithmetics,  Parts  1st,  2d  and  3d,  Lacroix,  Colhurn's  and  Bailey's 
Algebra,  Legendre's  €leometry,  dec.  All  o£A«rtf— Walker's  Dictionary.  Paley's  Evidences  of 
Cbristiaoity,  Worcester's  General  History  and  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Dillaway's  Roman  Anti- 
quities, Ciesar's  Commentaries,  Cornelius  Nepos,  Grund's  Geometry,  Robinson's  Book. 

Remarks  — Of  the  Local  Funds,  (7000  is  a  donation  from  Abiel  Smith,  Esq. 
for  the  education  of  colored  children ;  $1000  from  R.  Webb,  Esq.  for  the  sup- 
ply of  writing  books  for  indigent  children  in  the  Franklin  School,  and  $1050  a 
fiind,  the  income  of  which  is  applied  to  the  payment  of  prizes  in  the  Latin 
School.  The  numbe/  of  scholars  in  the  Private  Schools  is  not  given.  It  is 
lopposed  to  be  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Selection  from  Report.  *  *  *  Improvements  have  been  made,  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  several  schools,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  schools  are  in  as 
flourishing  a  condition  as  they  ever  have  been.  The  committee  cannot  point 
put  any  improvement  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  at  the  present  time; 
if  any  defbct  shall  hereafter  be  discovered,  no  doubt  future  committees  will 
Apply  such  remedy  as  shall  promote  the  interest,  and  increase  the  usefulness 
of  these  public  institutions,  which  are  justly  the  pride  of  Boston.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  .-Jon  A.  Chapmait,  Philip  Marett,  William  Croswell, 
Isaac  R.  Butts,  Stephen  W.  Olnet,  James  II.  Barnes,  Ezra  Palmer,  Jr.,  Kollih 

\ 
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H.  Nealk,  WiLLiAH  H.  Newell,  Thomas  M.  ClarxB;  Frederick  Emerson,  Henrt 
Dter,  Francis  C.  Lowell,  William  J.  Hubbard,  Hubbard  Winslow,  Charles 
Gordon,  Martin  Gat,  Zabdiel  B.  Adams,  William  Parker,  Edward  Wiggles- 
worth,  Artehas  Boiks.  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  John  A.  Bolles,  Otis  A.  Skinner, 
Benjamin  Whittemore,  Nicholas  Notes. 


CHELSEA, 


\ 


{\)  Population,  1,659.    Valuation,  5244,261  25. 
Namber  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  435— In  Winter,  491. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  328 — In  Winter,  377. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  546. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,       . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  7. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  78  months. — In  Summer,  36*-In  Winter,  4?. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer—M.  3— F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $\0  33 — To  Females,  ^15  67. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  monlh-^f  Males,  ^13  33— Of  Females,  7  83.  . 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  %Tl  00 — Of  Females,  %1  84. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  lazes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

1'eachers,  board  and  fuel,  2,700. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  100. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,         .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,        .^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,  . — 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .-Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — ^Emerson's  National  Spelling  Book.  /S^ae/ing'— Pierpont's  First 
Class  Book  and  National  Header,  the  Mount  Vernon  Reader,  and  Nos.  1, 2  and  3  of  Worces- 
ter's Series  of  Reading  Books.  Grammar— Parker's  and  Fox's.  6reo^ap/ky— Malte-Bnin*s, 
Worcester's,  ^rtf/im^tic— Emerson's  Series.  ^// o/^r«— Worcester's  Dictionary,  Worcester's 
Compend  of  History,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  and  Colbum's  Algebra. 

Remark. — ^The  Return  states  that  a  number  of  Private  Schools  have  been 
kept,  but  no  particulars  are  given. 

Selection  from  Report.  *  •  •  The  committee  rejoice,  that,  in  March 
last,  the  town  raised  money  sufficient  to  pay  al]  the  teachers,  but  regret  that  the 
distribution  was  such  as  to  give  one  district  more  than  sufficient,  while  the 
other  three  districts  were  considerably  deficient.  It  is  hoped,  that  hereafter  it 
may  be  so  justly  and  equitably  distributed  that  there  will  be  no  deficiency  in 
any  district,  and  that  eveiy  child  in  the  town  will  have  the  advantage  of  a  good 
Common  School  education.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Horatio  Alokr,  O.  A.  Brownson,  Willard  Badger 
H.  H.  W.  SiGooRNEY,  Carpenter  Staniels.  ' 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


A  MF  ^  7?  TTT?  V  S  ( ^ )  Population*  2,667.    Vblualion,  5472,177  89. 

-tti«-Cf  o^  urL  X ,      .      .      .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^In  Summer,  539— In  Winter,  351. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  394— In  Winter,  255. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  559. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  47^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  48. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  90  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  61— In  Winter,  29  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teaehers  in  Summer— M.  2— P.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  9— P.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^22  27— To  Females,  ^10  75. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00— Of  Females,  ^4  89. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  %\^  27 — Of  Females,  $b  86. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5 1,550  02. 
(Il|  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $  .  < 

(13)  No.  of  nnincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  18. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^144. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        . — Income  from  same,  $ 


Remarks. — ^No  school  was  taught  in  the  incorporated  Academy  the  last  year. 
The  Return  states  that  the  schools  in  districts  Nos.  1  and  2  were  kept,  respec- 
tively, eleven  and  eighteen  months,  in  the  Summer  term ;  but  it  is  presumed, 
that  there  is  some  mistake  in  this  statement : — ^the  number  in  the  Abstract  is 
set  down  according  to  the  Report 

Selectiors  from  Report.  ^  •  *  The  aggregate  length  of  the  schools 
in  the  summer  was  sixty-one  months,  whilst  in  the  winter  it  has  been  only 
twenty-nine  and  thr^e  quarters  month^.  This  has  been  owing  to  the  arrange- 
ment in  some  of  the  districts,  by  which  the  town's  money  has  been  spent  during 
the  summer  months.  This  arrangement,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is 
exceptionable;  for  whilst  it  accommodates  some  of  the  smaller  scholars,  better 
than  the  usual  methods  of  keeping  a  free  school,  during  a  part  of  the  summer 
and  a  part  of  the  winter  months,  it  deprives  many  of  the  larger  scholars  of  the 
privilege  of  a  free  school.  Moreover  it  has  been  found,  that,  by  extending  the 
Hchools  thus  long  In  the  summer,  many  of  the  scholars  become  weary,  and 
make  less  improvement  than  they  would  if  they  could  have  enjoyed  a  longer 
vacation.  It  also  causes  a  six-months'  vacation  in  the  winter,  that  season  in 
vhich  the  mind  is  usually  most  vigorous.  In  view  of  these  considerations,  and 
others  that  might  be  ursed,  your  committee  would  recommend,  that  a  Public 
School  be  kept  up  in  each  district,  during  a  part  of  the  siunmer  and  a  part  of 
the  winter  months,  and  that  the  money  usually  expended  in  Private  Schools, 
during  the  winter,  be  applied  to  lengthen  out  each  season.    *    * 

In  closing  theic  report,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  notice  a 
few  consideratioos,  which  they  deem  important  as  connected  with  the  prosper- 
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ity  of  our  schools.  The  first  thing  to  which  they  would  invite  your  attenton,  is 
8U]tai)le  care  in  the  selection  of  teachers.  Though  your  superintending  com- 
mittees have  a  right  to  reject  tiioi<e  employed  by  the  several  prudential  commit- 
tees, (in  case  they  find,  on  examination,  that  they  have  not  acquired  a  sufficient 
amount  of  knowledge  to  render  them  competent  teachers,)  yet  it  is  very  ob- 
vious, that  a  person  may  have  this  amount,  and  still  be  so  deficient  in  the  skill 
of  communicating  it,  as  utterly  to  disqualify  him  to  take  the  charge  of  our 
youth.  Where  this  is  wanting,  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  great  loss  to  the 
scholar;  he  will  not  feel  that  interest  he  otherwise  would,  iind,  in  this  way, 
contract  habits  of  idleness  But,  concerning  this  qualification  in  a  teacher,  it 
is  evident  that  the  examining  committee  can  form  but  very  imperfect  opinions, 
and  oflen  find  the  deficiency  when  it  is  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Another  qualification  in  a  teacher,  to  which  your  committee  wish  to  direct 
your  attention,  is  energy  of  character.  If  the  teacher  is  deficient  in  this  respect, 
the  scholars  will  be  very  liable  to  copy  his  habits,  which  must  be  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  school.  You  might  as  well  commit  the  superintendence  of  a 
company  of  men  to  an  idle,  inactive  person,  with  the  hope  that  they  would  suc- 
cessfully occomplii<h  an  important  job  of  work,  as  to  place  your  children  under 
such  a  teacher.  If  we  have  an  important  work  we  wish  to  accomplish,  but  are 
under  the  necessity  of  committing  the  superintendence  to  a  third  person,  we 
should  seek  for  one  who  not  only  understands  his  business,  but  has  some  good 
degree  of  activity.  Such  a  man  would  diifuse  his  spirit  through  the  whole 
company,  by  which  means  more  work  would  be  accotnplished,  than  though  the 
superintendence  of  it  were  in  different  hands.  On  the  same  principle,  our 
school  teachers  should  be  energetic  men.  If  the  teacher  takes  his  chair  and 
there  sits  from  morning  till  evening,  but  little  that  is  good  can  be  expected  from 
his  school.  If  you  wish  to  employ  a  lazy,  indolent  person  to  manage  the  con- 
cerns of  your  kitchens,  your  farms,  or  your  work-shops,  you  have  a  right  so  to 
do,  but  do  not  place  such  persons  at  the  head  of  your  schools  to  teach  your 
children  idleness. 

Another  very  important  requisite  in  a  teacher  is  a  skill  in  governing  a  school. 
UnlesH  good  order  is  kept  in  school,  there  can  be  but  little  improvement.  This 
is  a  faculty,  the  deficiency  of  which  can  never  be  made  up  by  the  application  of 
corporal  punishment.  Children  will  very  soon  learn  whether  order  is  to  he 
observed  or  not.  And  since  we  have,  in  all  our  Common  Schools,  those  who 
are  incapable  of  governing  themselves,  they  must  be  governed,  or  there  is  an 
end  to  the  improvement  of  that  school.  Your  committee  feel,  therefore,  con- 
strained to  direct  your  attention  to  these  qualifications  in  a  teacher,  because 
they  feel  that  our  schools  have  suffered  in  consequence  of  deficiencies  in  these 
particulars  They  have  called  your  attention  to  these  particulars,  in  hope  that 
the  several  districts  would  instruct  their  prudential  committees  to  make  due 
inquiries  concerning  the  character  of  the  individuals  who  apply  for  our  schools 
heibre  they  employ  them. 

Again,  your  committee  would  suggest  the  importance  of  the  cooperation  of 
parents  with  the  teachers  in  sustaining  good  order  in  our  schools.  The  influ- 
ence of  parents  on  their  children,  and,  through  them,  on  the  school,  ;s  immeas- 
urably great.  If  parents  give  their  children  to  understand  that  they  have  lost 
their  confidence  in  the  teacher,  or  in  any  way  countenance  them  in  disregard- 
ing his  authority,  they  exert  an  influence  sufficiently  strong  to  destroy,  in  the 
mmds  of  their  children,  the  salutary  influence  which  their  teacher  might  exert 
over  them,  and  thus  render  abortive  every  effort  for  their  good,  however  well 
directed.  It  is  oflen  the  case  that  parents  encourage  their  children  in  bringing 
home  complaints  against  their  teacher,  and  on  these  complaints,  which  are  not 
always  true  to  the  letter,  tliey  unjustly  condemn  the  teacher,  find  fault  with  his 
discipline,  doubt  the  utility  of  his  measures,  or  the  sufficiency  of  his  attain- 
ments, and  frequently  utter  all  this  in  the  hearing  of  their  children  Nothing 
can  be  plainer  than  that,  in  such  cases,  they  destroy  the  confidence  of  their  chil- 
firen  in  their  teachers,  and  thus  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  profiting  by  his 
instruction,  and  then  complain  of  him,  because  their  children  have  not  made 
improvement  under  his  instruction,  when  they  themselves  are  the  guilty  cause. 

The  insubordination  of  the  larger  scholars  is  another  point  to  wiiich  your 
committee  would  call  your  attention.    It  must  be  apparent  to  every  reflecting 
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mind,  that  wliere  the  larger  scholan  show  disrespect  to  the  orders  of  school, 
the  smaller  opes  will  cop^  their  example.  The  teacher  must,  in  such  cases,  he 
uoder  the  paiDlul  necessity  of  enforcing  his  authority  upon  them,  or  give  way 
to  the  influence  of  caprice  and  misrule ;  for  he  cannot  consistently  punish  the 
smaller  scholars  and  suffer  the  larger  scholars  to  do  the  same  things.  Yet  it 
has  been  with  the  most  painful^  sensations  that  your  committee  have  witnessed 
this  spirit  of  insubordination  in  our  schools.  We  regret  to  say,  that  there  have 
been  instances  where  some  of  the  larger  scholars  had  not  sufficient  respect  for 
the  school,  the  teacher,  or  themselves,  to  submit  to  wholesome  discipline. 
Though  these  instances  are  rare,  yet  we  are  constrained  to  believe,  that  there 
are  cases  which  demand  the  attention  of  the  public  in  general,  and  parents  in 
particular.    *    • 

Again,  the  practice  of  some  of  the  larger  scholars  in  leaving  the  school  on 
the  day  of  examination,  islin  evil  to  which  your  committee  would  invite  atten- 
tion. If  it  is  important  that  the  school  be  visited,  it  is  important  that  the  schol- 
ars should  be  present,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  parents  to  see  that  they  are  present. 
Your  committee  are  happy  to  state  that  this  evil  is  not  prevalent  to  any  very 
great  extent.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— L.  W.  Clark,  J.  B.  Hadley. 


A IV n  n  V"P^  J?  i  ^^)  Populatioo, 4,878.    Valuation,  51,162,726  70. 

MyUUy±!iIC,    .       .       .       .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  19. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  990— In  Winter,  938. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  680 — In  Winter,  667. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,050. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,       .^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  149  mths.  7  days — In  Summer,  90. — In  Winter,  59  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.     — F.  23.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winlei^M.  13— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board*— To  Males,  g^  00— To  Females,  512  89. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $        — Of  Females,  $ 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $        — Of  Females,  $ 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^)^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5-^00. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  44. — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  238.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  53,969. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8.-'Aggregate  of  months  kept,  60. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .—Aggre- 

gate paid  for  tuition,  5B00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5         —Income  from  same,  $ 

,  Books  vbzd j-^SpelUng — ^National  Spelling  Book^  Walker's  Dictionary.  JR^ai/tng*— Amer- 
ican First  Class  Book,  National  Reader,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  Young  Reader. 
Grammar— Smith's.  Geographv—Smhh^s,  Arithmetic — Smith's  and  Emerson's  Course.  All 
of/iCT-t— Comstock's  Philosophy,  Political  Class  Book,  Colburn's  Algebra,  and  First  and  Second 
Books  of  History. 

Remarks. — Probably  the  average  wages  per  month,  including  board,  is  not 
strictly  correct.  In  regard  to  six  of  the  districts,  the  whole  amount  of  money 
expended  in  the  districts,  both  for  the  Summer  and  the  Winter  Schools,  is  set 
down  in  the  column  of  wages  per  month,  including  board.  This  fact,  which 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Abstract  is  useless,  furnishes  no  data  whereby  the  use- 
Ail  fact  of  the  average  of  wages  can  be  ascertained. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Bailxt  Lorino,  Samuel  Fuller,  Jr.,  Joseph  Rice. 
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n  rr  rrrp  TfT'V  (  ^^^  Population,  4,609.    Valuation,  ^973,029  06. 

JS£i  yjunia  1,    .      .      .      .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  516 — In  Winter,  691. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  429 — In  Winter,  508. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4'an<l  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,209. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  50. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  88  mths.  14  days— In  Summer,  45— In  Winter,  43  14.    • 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.  2— F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  10— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  jfZl  93— To  Females,  $3  80. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  SO— Of  Females,  $5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^l^  73 — Of  Females,  $S  80. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^2,219  20. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12. — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars,  27.^ Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ;^600. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  21. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  160. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  532.-— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^2,200. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $     ' . — Income  from  same. 

Books  used. — SpeUing — CummingVi  Spelling  Book,  Worcester's  Dictionary.  Reading—^ 
Testament,  Young  Header,  National  Reader  and  Introduction  to  do.  Grrammar^—Pu mam's, 
Murray's.  6reo^ap/ty— Peter  Parley's  and  Woodbridge's  Geography  and  Atlas.  Arithmetic 
— Colburn's  First  Part  and  Sequel,  and  Greenleaf 's  Arilhmetic.  All  others — Sullivan's  Poliii- 
cal  Class  Book,  Abridgment  of  Story's  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.,  Good- 
rich's History  ol  the  u  S.,  Colburn's  Algebra,  Holbrook's  Geometry,  Fowle's  Linear  Draw- 
ing, Bowdiich's  Navigator,  Com^tock's  Philosophy,  &c. 

Remarks. — The  Private  Schools  are  taught  by  females.  The  time  of  keep- 
ing varies  from  three  months  to  a  year. 

By  a  rule  of  the  School  Committee,  none  under  four  years  of  age  are  per- 
mitted to  attend  the  Public  Schools. 

Selections  from  Report.    *    *    *    In  nearly  all  the  schools  the  elemen- 
tary lessons  of  the  spelling  book  have  been  thoroughly  studied. — Excepting  a 
few  instances  of  falsehood  and  profanity  in  some  of  the  schools,  their  moral 
state,  so  far  as  it  has  come  under  the  observation  of  the  teachers,  has  been 
good. — The  chief  and  crying  defect,  here  as  elsewhere  almost  universally,  is 
irregularity  in  attendance.    In  consequence  of  that,  at  least  one  quarter  of  the 
money  raised  for  supporting  Common  Schools  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  in 
this  town,  is  virtually  thrown  away.    They  have  undoubtedly  been  rising  of 
late;  but  with  due  improvement  in  this  respect  alone,  they  might  at  once 
be  elevated  far  above  their  present  standard  of  efficiency  and  usefulness.— Our 
schoolhouses  are  for  the  most  part  in  good  repair,  and  furnish  greatly  improved 
accommodations,  in  comparison  with  those  of  only  a  recent  date.    Still  they  are, 
none  of  them,  all  which  might  justly  be  desired.   They  could,  at  small  ex|)ense, 
be  cleansed,  ventilated,  and  have  the  seats  altered  in  a  manner  that  would  add 
much  to  the  comfort  as  well  as  the  progress  of  the  scholars.    This  subject  de- 
serves to  be  specially  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  parents  and  pruden- 
tial committee  in  each  district.    Judicious  arrangements  for  the  comfort  and 
health  of  the  pupils,  it  is  clear,  must  be  favorable  to  their  mental  improvement 
Every  wise  and  kind  parent  will,  on  this  account,  as  well  as  from  the  desire  to 
see  his  children  happy,  anxiously  consult  the  former. 

The  committee  are,  if  possible,  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  importance 
of  great  caution  being  exercised  in  the  selection  of  teachers.  Frequent  changes 
of  them  are  to  be  deprecated  as  highly  injurious ;  the  successor  in  such  cases 
often  has  to  begin,  not  where  his  predecessor  left  off,  bijit  where  he  began ;  and 
thus  all  the  benefits  arising  from  long  acquaintance  with  a  school  are  lost 
But  where  new  teachers  are  to  be  obtained,  those  charged  with  that  duty  can- 
not be  too  careful  to  employ  only  such  as  are  best  qualified  for  their  office. 
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The  committee  will  close  their  report  by  askioff  particular  attention  to  the 
subject  of  Common  School  Libraries.  By  a  law  of  the  Common  wecdth,  provia- 
loo  is  made  that  school  districts  may  proWde  themselves  witli  libraries,  adapted 
to  the  young,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  thutv  dollars  for  the  first  year,  and 
tea  dollars  afterwards.  Two  excellent  series  of  works  for  a  Common  School 
library,  the  one  adapted  for  the  use  of  children,  the  other  for  a  maturer  class  of 
readers,  are  in  the  process  of  being  published  under  the  superintendence  of 
tbe  State  Board  of  jfSducation.  These  may  be  procured  of  the  publishers  at 
the  lowest  rate  at  which  they  can  be  afforded,  and  thus,  for  an  amount  which 
would  not  be  burdensome  to  any  of  our  districts,  a  valuable  library  might  be 
secured.  Where  single  districts  mi^ht  not  incline  to  establish  such  libraries, 
two  or  more  adjacent  ones  might  unite  to  share  the  expense  of  them.  In  no 
way  more  reasonable  or  effectual  than  by  their  establishment,  could  a  large 
mass  of  information  be  provided  for  botli  younff  and  old,  and  their  moral  and 
intellectual  development  be  promoted.    *    *    *^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— John  Safford,  Daniel  Hildreth,  C.T.  Thater,  Jos. 
Abbott,  Robert  Kantoul,  W.  Bushnsll. 


n  Q  •Y'Pn  /?  D  5  '^)  Population,  964.    Valuation,  gfSiJSHd  21. 

"^-^  t^-«/7,  .      .      .      .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  181— In  Winter,  218. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  140— In  Winier,  163. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  231— No.  of  persons  under  4 

jears  of  age  who  attend  School,  11. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  38  mths.  4  days — ^In  Summer,  21  14^^In  Winter,  16  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  526  66— To  Females,  jfH  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  88— Of  r'emales,  Sb  55. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $11  78 — Of  Females,  $5  55. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,         «— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  oniDCorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — ^Aggreg^te  of  months  kept,  10}. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  46. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $1^. 
(H)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  53,199  00— Income  from  same,  5191  ^4. 

Books  used.— Spe^ti^- Emerson's  National.  Reading — National  Reader,  American  Fifst 
Class  Book,  Introduction  to  National  Reader.  Grammar — Smith's  New  Grammar.  Geogra' 
f^v— Malte-Brun's,  Smith's,  Olucy's.  ^n7Am«<ic— Emerson's  First,  Second  Rnd  Third  Parts. 
Au  oUtera  Colbnrn's  Algebra,  Grund's  Geometry,  Worcester's  History,  Ancient  and  Modern, 
Conutock's  Natural  Philosophy. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  •  Your  committee  have  to  regret,  that 
the  cauae  of  education,  in  this  as  in  too  many  other  towns,  has  not  received 
that  support,  that  attention,  and  that  encouragement  which  it  richly  deserves. 
The  office  of  school  committee,  than  which  none  is  more  important,  is  consid- 
ered most  undesirable  and  a  burden.  The  school  committee  have  not  such 
encouragement  and  cooperation  from  the  town  as  to  render  their  office  pleasant 
or  at  all  desirable.  This  will  appear  evident  from  the  fact,  that,  at  our  last  an- 
nual meeting  for  the  election  of  town  officers,  a  desire  was  expressed  to  have 
po  school  committee,  and  probably  a  vote  would  have  passed  to  tliat  effect,  had 
it  not  been  discovered  that  there  was  a  law  of  the  Commonwealth  requiring 
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8uch  a  committee,  and  that  a  disregard  of  this  law  would  subject  the  town  to 
auite  a  heavy  penalty.  The  compensation  which  the  school  committee  receive 
tor  their  services,  as  granted  by  legislative  acts,  is  regarded  by  many  as  a  use- 
leets  expenditure.  The  town,  forsooth,  would  like  to  nave  a  school  committee, 
if  they  were  to  receive  no  compensation,  or  rather  it  would  like  to  have  merely 
a  nominal  committee, — a  committee  who  shall  not  do  their  duty,  and,  conse- 
quently, receive  no  pay.  The  truth  of  this  was  strikingly  seen  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, when  one  was  choaenjirst  on  the  school  committee,  who,  during  the  last  year, 
so  far  from  doing  his  duty,  did  not  visit  a  school  in  a  single  instance.  Thus 
the  town  virtually  says,  they  are  the  best  committee  who  are  most  regardless  of 
their  duty.  Your  committee  have  not  accepted,  and  they  presume  no  one  will 
accept  this  office,  because  it  is  at  all  lucrative,  for  they  receive  a  poor  equiv- 
alent for  their  services,  if  faithfully  fierformed.  But  poor  as  the  compensation 
is,  or  even  if  the  laws  of  the  State  granted  none,  we  presume  that  those  might 
be  found,  of  good  qualifications,  who  would  accept  this  office  and  strive  to  do 
their  duty,  if  they  could  only  have  the  encouragement,  support,  and  cooperation 
of  the  town.  Your  committee  are  the  more  surprised  at  the  little  interest  man- 
ifested for  our  schools,  when  they  consider  how  evident  it  must  be,  to  every 
intelligent  and  reflecting  mind,  that  the  progress  of  education  and  the  best  in- 
terest of  society  are  identified ;  that  ignorance  and  vice  usually  go  hand  in 
hand ;  and  that  the  cause  of  education  cannot  make  much  advancement  in  any 
town  when  a  special  act  is  not  passed  in  its  favor,  or  where  a  committee  is  not 
expressly  chosen  to  superintend  its  interests. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  an  increased  attention  to  the  cause  of 
education  on  the  part  of  the  town,  not  only  as  a  body,  but  as  individuals.  The 
influence  could  not  be  otherwise  than  happy,  if  individuals,  in  a  private  capaci- 
^,  would  often  visit  our  schools,  and  especially  at  their  public  examinations. 
The  thought  that  they  might  at  any  time  be  exposed  to  visiters  would  have  a 
direct  tendency  to  excite  ambition,  on  the  part  of  both  scholars  and  teachers, 
which  all  must  consider  desirable  and  commendable,  and  which  is  so  favorable 
and  even  necessary  to  improvement.  And  we  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
observing,  that  those  schools  have  always  appeared  best  where  parents  and 
othere  have  manifested  most  interest  in  them,  by  frequently  visiting  them,  and 
by  being  present  at  tlieir  public  examinations. 

Your  committee  would  suggest,  that  some  of  our  smaller  schools  might  be 
taught  with  equal,  if  not  greater  advantage,  by  females,  the  year  round.  The 
term  of  school  would  thus  be  lengthened,  and  our  observation  has  convinced 
us,  that  there  needs  be  no  difficulty  in  the  government  of  schools  by  females. 
Such  are  our  laws,  that  muscular  power  and  brute  force  are  not  required.  Dis- 
obedient and  refractory  scholare  have  only  to  be  reported  to  the  committee, 
who  may  publicly  reprimand,  suspend,  or  expel  them,  as  their  own  interest  and 
the  interest  of  the  school  may  require.  We  would  remark,  that  in  no  school, 
during  the  past  winter,  was  there  greater  improvement  made  than  in  that  taught 
by  a  female. 

Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  would  call  your  attention  to  that  act  of  the 
Legislature,  tw  which  each  school  district,  legally  constituted,  is  authorized  to 
raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  Common  School 
Library  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  children  therein,  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  said  district  may  adopt ;  provided  that  no  greater  sum  than  thirty 
dollars  for  the  first  year,  and  ten  dollare  in  any  subsequent  year,  shall  be  ex- 
pended for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  Your  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that  one 
of  our  school  districts  has  taken  advantage  of  this  act,  and  they  hope  tliat  the 
others  will  follow  the  example.  We'need  not  mention  the  advantages  which 
will  result  from  libraries  in  the  several  districts.  These  advantages  will  accrue 
to  alL  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  books  which  shall  compose  these  libraries  are 
of  a  highly  instructive  nature,  and  good  tendency,  being  selected  by  tlioee  who 
are  admirably  qualified  for  the  office.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMiVHTTEE:.— JosiAH  Kimball,  Amos  Kimball,  Samukl  Kimball, 

TU03IAS   PjkKLEV,   GeuKCiE    I'lARL. 
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BRAD'POR D  ( ^^'  Population, S;276.    Valaation,  j^369^1  83. 

^     •       •       •       <       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^In  Summer,  535— In  Winter,  532. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  S  jmmer,  367— In  Winter,  305. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  675. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  100.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  55. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools^  60  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  40— In  Winter,  20  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.     .— F.  9— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  8— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  06— To  Females,  $9  55. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  mdtath— Of  Males)  $1 60— Of  Females,  54  28. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-^f  Males,  ^17  25— Of  Females,  g5  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,105. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^25. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  20.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  85.^Aggregale  paid  for  tuition,  51,050. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  IS.^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  60.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5550. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g         . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vskd.--' Spelling — Emerson's  Great  and  Smalt.  Reading-^Mu.tTa.y*s  National  and 
Yoaa;  Header,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  Third  Class  Bonk,  Bible.  Orammar—M\U' 
ray's,  Smith's,  Parley's,  ^ra/iffieiic— Greenleaf 's,  Colburn's,  Smith's  and  Walsh's.  All  oth- 
''''—History,  Philosophy,  Algebra  and  Chemistry.    The  books  used  are  various. 

Remarks. — ^There  is  one  unincorporated  Academy.  The  number  of  Private 
Schools  is  not  given  but  it  is  stated  that  "  Private  Schools  are  taught  in  the 
several  districts  and  families,"  &c. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Gardner  B.  Perrt,  Nathan  Munroe. 


DANVP  R^  5  ^^^  Population,  4,804.    Valuation,  ^1,618,763  78. 

'     '      *      *      *       t       Number  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  773— In  Winter,  954.   . 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  513 — In  Winter,  647. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,191^— No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  50. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  126  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  67  21 — In  Winter,  59. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  2— F.  14.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  12^F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  ^3339- To  Females,  jfH  00. 
(B)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5 10  58— Of  Females,  g5  40. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^22  81— Of  Females,  $5  60. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  jf3,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel^  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    w— Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 
Scholars,       . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  S 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  7. — ^Aggregate  of  mondis  kept,  66.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  185.— Aggre* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  j[l,510. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         .—Income  from  same,  $  ^   , 
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Booxi  viKD.*-fi^tfiifr— National  SpelUn^  B«ok,  Exercises  in  SpaUiiMr.  Reading— The 
Bible,  First  Class  Book.  National  Reader,  Khetorical  Reader,  Worcester's  T\Atd  Book«  Youni; 
Reader.  Crrammar— Murray's.  Geography'-O\uey*g.  ^rt/Ame/us^Grcenleaf's,  Colburji's 
First  LessonS;  North  American,  1st  part.  Ail  oM«rs— -Webster's  and  Worcester's  IMctionaries, 
Youn^  Scholar's  Reference  Book,  Walsh's  Book-keepin|g^,  Flint's  SSarveving,  Wiikins'  Astron- 
omy; Goodrich's  History  U.  S.,  Emerson's  School  History,  Comstock's  Chemistry,  Comstock's 
Philosophy,  ftffB.  Lincom's  Conversations  on  Botany,  Sulliyan's  Political  Class  Book,  Bailey's 
Algebra,  Wayland's  Political  Economy,  Parker's  Exercises  in  Composition. 

Remarks. — ^  In  several  of  the  districts  the  schools  have  been  prolonged  by 
private  subscription."  The  number  is  not  given.  The  amount  of  tuition  is 
mcluded  in  the  Abstract 

Selections  from  Report.  •  •  •  The  advantage  of  having  all  the  schools 
examined  by  the  same  committee  is  such,  that  this  arrangement  should  not  be 
dispensed  with,  if  it  be  possible  to  find  gentlemen  of  requisite  qualifications^ 
nvhose  engagements  will  admit  of  their  attending  to  this  duty.  In  this  way^ 
and  ill  this  way  only,  can  a  just  estimate  be  made  of  the  comparative  conditions 
of  the  several  schools, — in  this  way  only  can  a  uniformity  of  discipline  and  of 
study  be  introduced.  That  an  exact  uniformity  of  study  or  of  discipline  should 
be  adopted  in  all  our  schools,  is  not  to  be  expected  nor  desired ;  because  the 
condition  and  circumstances  of  one  school  may  be  very  different  from  those  of 
another.  But  if  one  general  course  of  management  is  preferable  to  another,  or 
all  others,  and  the  committee  have  made  a  selection  of  this  course,  it  is  then 
desirable  that  the  same  should  be  regarded. 

In  the  appointment  of  a  sub-committee  to  visit  aU  the  schools,  it  was  not  in*- 
tended  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee, 
in  visiting  the  schools  in  their  respective  neighborhoods. 

This  is  a  duty  from  which  they  should  not  excuse  themselve&  We  well 
remember  when  the  clergymen  of  the  town  felt  themselves  under  as  great  obli- 
gations to  attend  the  examination  of  the  schools,  as  to  be  in  their  pulpits  on  the 
Sabbath ;  and  we  hope  the  example  of  the  venerable  Drs.  WadsWorth,  Walker 
and  others,  iu  this  respect,  will  never  be  forgotten. 

One  of  the  first  objects  that  engaged  the  attention  of  your  committee,  was  a 
selection  of  the  books  to  be  used  in  our  schools.  In  the  perfbrmanco  of  this 
task  they  found  themselves  fettered  by  the  books  already  in  use.  To  discard 
these  entirely,  and  substitute  others,  although  they  might  be  known  to  be  de- 
cidedly better,  would  not  do,  as  imrents  would  not  submit  to  be  fared  for  such 
an  innovation.  They  were  therefore  brought  to  the  necessity  of  selecting,  as 
well  as  they  might,  from  the  books  \n  use,  providing  that  a  limited  number 
should  continue  to  bo  used-— and  excluding  those  which  were  deemed  least 
valuable.  Such  is  tlie  list  they  approved,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  others  that 
were  much  needed,  or  which,  by  their  peculiar  merits,  were  worthy  of  special 
recommendation.  So  numerous  are  our  school  books,  and  so  constantly  chang- 
ing,— so  various  in  their  character  and  qualities,  that  we  are  not  by  any  means 
confident  in  the  comparative  value  of  our  own  selections.  We  endeavored  not 
to  approve  any  that  We  did  not  know  to  he  goodt  reserving  fhe  right  to  substi- 
tute heUiTi  whenever  they  shall  be  presented. 

Wo  had  hopedt  ere  tbis^  to  have  been  guided  in  this  matter  by  the  labors  of 
the  learned  Hoard  of  Education,  established  by  the  autlpority  of  the  State,  for 
which  we  entertain  the  highest  respect,  and  to  which  we  look  for  instruction. 

We  know  not  what  better  service  can  be  rendered  by  this  Board,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  our  Common  Schools,  than  to  cause  suitable  class  books  to  be  prepared; 
or  if  they  will  not  produce  new  ones,  to  make  a  selection,  from  those  already 
in  existence,  of  such  as  are  most  Valuable.  Such  a  selection  is  much  needed, 
and  tt  recommendation  from  this  Board,  made  upon  due  examination  and  delib- 
eration, would  be  entitled  to  much  respect,  and  would  undoubtedly  command  it. 

For  instance,  sufipose  the  study  of  English  grammar  is  to  he  introduced, 
what  text  book  shall  be  preferred  for  this  purpose,  among  the  many  dozen  now 
before  the  public,  each  recommended  by  the  autlior  as  possessing  peculiar 
merits,  and  each  puffed  by  the  author's  interested  associates  ?  If  we  mistake 
not,  there  are  about  fifty  different  grammars  now  in  use  in  this  Commonwealth, 
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exelufaire  of  the  difierent  editions  of  the  same  work,  many  of  which  are  desicn- 
edljfflftde  to  Tary  from  the  ibrmer,  for  the  special  benefit  of  the  trade,  so  that 
the  various  editions  may  not  be  used  by  the  same  class.  Now  the  scioDoe  of 
grammar  itself  if  it  be  a  science,  is  the  same  that  it  was  fifty  years  ago«  Why 
then  so  many  variations  in  the  path  to  approach  it?  We  cannot  believe  that 
aJi  these  variations  are  improvements ;  and  until  it  is  made  certain  by  the  judg- 
ment of  those  better  qualified  to  decide  than  ourselves,  we  are  disposed  to 
abide  by  the  ancient  landmcarks. 

The  same  remarlcs  are  applicable  to  the  study  of  arithmeiic.  Every  }'ear 
brin^  in  some  new  and  improved  method  of  learning  the  use  of  numbers:  One 
would  think,  by  looking  over  some  of  the  new  fMiblications,  that  tlie  old  rules 
had  become  obsolete  and  useiesa  But  how  is  the  fact  ?  Do  our  youth  better 
understand  the  principles  now,  than  they  did  under  the  guidance  of  Pike, 
Walsh  and  Webber?  If  they  do  not,  where  then  is  the  benefit  of  the  new 
systems?    *    • 

That  the  modern  i^ystem  of  mental  arithmetic,  as  it  is.  called,  is  valuable  ibr 
very  young  scholars,  we  have  not  a  doubt.  We  believe  it  one  of  the  best 
methods  of  exercising  and  diaciplining  the  young  mind.  We  would  recom- 
mend it  for  this  purpose,  and  think  it  one  of  the  first  studies  to  be  attended  to. 
But  that  this  method  alone  is  to  be  pursued,  after  the  child  has  arrived  at  the 
Qge  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  we  have  much  doubt  If  **  by  their  fruits  ye  shall 
know  them,"  be  a  safe  rule  to  be  applied,  so  far  as  our  observations  have  ex- 
tended in  the  examination  of  our  own  schools,  we  should  be  inclined  to  adhere 
to  the  old  system. 

The  torihng  in  our  schools  has  been  an  object  of  particular  attention  the  past 
winter.  We  have  long  been  apprehensive  that  the  method  of  teaching  scholars 
to  write  fine  handy  before  thev  had  attained  a  free  use  of  the  pen  by  writing  a 
fair  com  hand,  or  coaru  hand,  was  of  doubtful  utility ;  and  we  are  fnliy  con- 
firmed m  this  belief.  One  of  our  first  instructions  in  the  schools  was,  to  initiate 
the  scholar  in  the  writing  of  coarse  hand,  and  to  keep  him  upon  tliat,  until  he 
could  write  it  fairly.  In  those  schools  where  this  direction  has  been  observed, 
the  benefits  have  appeared  conspicuous.  We  have  very  little  doubt  that  the 
present  deteriorated  hand  writing  in  our  schools,  as  compared  with  what  it 
was  fifteen  years  ago,  is  mainly  attributable  to  a  neglect  of  this  rule.  Another, 
and  perhaps  not  less  important  consideration,  is  the  ability  of  the  teacher  to 
write  well.  Becanse  soma  few  men  of  genius  have  been  entirely  inattentive 
to  their  hand  writing,  or  may  have  been  willing  to  manifest  their  eccentricities 
in  this  way,  k  is  considered  by  some,  who  have  their  conceit  without  their  abUitg^ 
to  he  an  indication  of  genius.  Jiut  however  this  may  be,  to  write  badly  is  not 
a  good  qualification  for  a  schoolmaster ;  and  generally  it  will  be  found,  that 
yoath  at  school  learn  to  write  very  nearly  in  proportion  to  tiie  ability  of  the 
teacher  in  setting  copies.  The  practice  of  giving  slips  to  young  scholars  is, 
often,  but  an  apology  for  not  knowing  how  to  set  their  copies. 

The  committee  have  endeavored  to  obtain  specimens  of  the  writing  in  the 
several  schools,  but  have  not  succeeded  in  all  of  them,  according  ,to  their 
wishes  In  some  of  them  their  requests  have  been  duly  observed ;  in  others, 
teachers  have  taken  advantage  of  having  been  requested^  instead  ofdirectedj  and 
have  but  imperfectly  complied  therewith.  We  consider  this  one  of  the  most 
essential  exercises  of  our  Ck>mmon  i^chools,  and  think  more  care  should  here- 
after be  had  as  to  the  ability  of  teachers  in  this  art,  and  that  no  one  should  be 
deemed  qualified  to  take  charge  of  a  school,  who  cannot  readily  write  a  fair, 
handsome  hand. 

In  order  to  test  the  proficiency  of  the  scholars  in  this  branch,  we  recommend 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable  books  should  be  procured,  so  that  each  dis- 
trict may  be  furnished  with  one  at  the  opening  pf  the  winter  school,  and  that 
each  scholar  may  be  required  to  write  therein,  at  the  opening  and  the  close  of 
the  school.  Let  it  be  understood,  that  such  a  record  will  be  made  of  the  im- 
provement of  each  scholar,  each  year,  and  that  these  books  will  be  preserved 
by  the  committee,  in  continued  remembrance  of  their  ability,  and  it  will  serve 
as  a  stimulant  to  increased  attention.  The  art  of  writing  only  requires  attention^ 
to  lie  acquired  with  a  good  decree  of  elegance.    •    •    « 

£fiurt8  are  now  making  by  the  Boai'd  of  Education  to  have  each  school  dis- 
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trict  furnished  with  a  sma]!  library  for  the  use  of  the  scfaolare ;  and  a  series  of 
booKs  is  DOW  in  course  of  publication,  under  their  direction,  adapted  to  this 
purpose. 

Some  inquiry  has  lately  been  made  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money 
received  from  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund,  should  be  appropriated.  We 
beg  leave  to^iigge^  the  expediency  of  applying  a  part  of  it  towards  procuring 
libraries  in  such  districts  as  are  ready  to  do  something  for  them.5elves.  Sup- 
pose the  selectmen  should  be  authorized  to  give  each  district  twenty  dollars  of 
this  money,  in  which  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  shall  actually  be  raised  within  a 
year,  and  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  library, — the  fact  to  be  proved  by  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  school  Committee, — ^how  could  this  money  be  more  beneficially 
appropriated  ?  AVe  do  not  need  it  to  lengthen  our  schools,  because  we  are 
able  to  raise  enough  for  this  purpose. 

Xhe  plan  of  the  Board  of  Education  is  a  good  one,  and  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  districts  in  this  town, — especially  of  Nos.  1,  11  and  13,  which  have 
convenient  apartments  in  their  houses  for  the  preservation  of  a  library, — and 
Nos.  2  and  G  which  are  soon  expected  to  have.  The  contribution  of  one  dol- 
lar, by  each  of  the  voters  in  their  districts,  would  furnish  an  ample  fund  for  the 
procuring  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  school,  for  four  years  to  come,  and  it 
would  be  hazarding  little  to  say,  that  if  they  would  voluntarily  commence  by 
taxing  themselves  in  this  manner,  that  is  only  twenty-five  cents  per  year,  that 
there  would  be  generous  individuals  in  each  district,  who  would  add  liberally 
to  the  donation.  How  could  a  few  dollars  be  better  appropriated,  than  by  thus 
securing  to  the  children  around  us,  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  rational  and  intel- 
lectual amusement?  Hundreds  of  dollars  are  annually  contributed  for  the 
education  of  those  at  a  distance,  perhaps  because  the  name  of  having  given  is 
associated  with  the  gill ;  when  we  are  wholly  unmindful  of  the  wants  of  those 
around  us,  and  of  the  opportunities  of  doing  good  nearer  home.  How  can  our 
ambitious  young  men,  not  to  say  tixmien,  better  distinguish  themselves,  than  by 
starting  a  subscription  paper,  and  laying  the  foundation  for  such  a  library  in 
each  of  their  districts?    •    *    • 

*  •  •  \Yg  |]^j.g  gjj^  iijQ  principle,  we  have  so  often  endeavored  to  inculcate, 
most  favorably  illustrated ;,  that  where  the  parents  manifest  an  interest  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  school,  the  children  will  second  their  motion.  Children  must 
be  ungrateful,  indeed,  that  will  not  do  the  best  they  can,  where  so  much  has 
been  done,  and  so  much  expended,  as  in  this  district,  for  their  benefit.  We 
would  not  be  the  advocates  of  extravagant  expenditure,  either  in  towns,  or  in 
districts,  but  we  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  spacious,  comfortable  and  convenient 
apartments  for  our  children,  at  school,  are  among  the  first  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  The  practical  experience  of  the  past  year,  of  the  comparative  convenience 
of  the  difiTerent  houses  in  this  town,  has  most  forcibly  impressed  upon  our 
minds  this  lesson.  We  think  it  would  be  fortunate  for  several  of  our  districts, 
if  their  present  schoolhouses  could  take  to  themselves  wings  and  be  ofij  before 
the  commencement  of  another  year     •    *    * 

In  rendering  an  account  of  our  stewardship,  we  cannot  omit  to  mention  the 
duty  devolved  upon  us,  in  connection  with  the  prudential  committees  of  the 
several  districts,  of  apportioning  to  said  districts  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  the  Public  Schools.  This  is  necessarily  one  of  the  most  difficult 
and  unpleasant  parts  of  our  duty.  It  comes  so  directly  in  contact  with  the 
sdfish  principle,  both  in  those  who  give  and  those  to  whom  it  is  given,  that  it  is 
not  possible  to  expect  a  univeraal  assent  or  approbation  of  what  is  done.  The 
nearest  practicable  approximation  to  what  is  right,  is  all  that  should  be  expect- 
ed. Constituted  as  this  committee  is,  when  assembled  for  this  purpose,  of 
twenty-five  members,  chosen  by  the  people  from  evei'y  section  of  the  town,  it 
would  seem  to  afford  a  reasonable  probability  of  something  like  what  is  right 
being  done,  if  such  a  thing  can  ever  be  expected  of  human  nature.  That  there 
will  t)e  some  who  will  have  sinister  and  selfish  aims  in  view,  we  have  no  doubt ; 
but  that  a  majority  of  such  a  jury  will  be  thus  actuated,  we  do  not  believe.  Wo 
are  aware  that  in(]uiries  are  often  made?  upon  what  principle  do  the  coniniitteu 
act  in  apportioning  this  money  ?  We  think  tlie  inquiry  reasonable,  and  will 
endeavor  to  answer  it  briefly,  so  far  as  it  is  within  our  knowledge. 

The  principle  aimed  at  has  beep,  to  give  to  each  scholar^  who  has  a  right  to  ai- 
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tmiUiePubltc  SckoolSj  an  eqwd  (Yancey  a»  nearbf  as  praeHeabU^  q/  obiai$wng  an 
I  ednealkm ; — ^to  difiuse  the  ffreateet  amount  of  information,  equal]  v  and  proper ' 
'  tiooabJj,  amonff  all  the  inhabitanta  This  money,  when  raised,  belongs  to  the 
I  town.  It  should,  therefore,  be  used  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  whole  town. 
Because  more  is  raised  in  one  district  than  another,  is  no  gocd  reason  why 
iDore  should  be  given  back  to  that  district  On  the  contrary,  .4i|^we  who  are 
\    best  able  to  pay,  may  be  considered,  other  things  being  equaj,  least  in  need  of 

the  money.  * 

.       The  difficulties  in  distributing  equitably,  arise  principally  from  the  local  po- 
r    sidon  and  the  extreme  inequalities  of  numbers  in  the  several  districts.    The 
.     Dumber  between  the  ages  of  4  and  16,  varies  from  40  to  240  in  different  dis- 
tricts.   Assuming  the  whole  number  in  the  town  to  be  1200,  and  the  appro- 
priation to  be  $3000,  this  would  give  $2,50  to  each  scholar;  consequently  the 
^    sioaller  district  would  receive  $100,  and  the  larger,  $600.    Consider  also  that 
I     the  children  in  the  smaller  district,  have,  on  an  average,  to  travel  twice  as  far 
to  attend  school  as  they  do  in  the  larger ;  will  any  one  then  say,  that,  to  appor- 
tiou  the  money  in  these  districts  according  to  scholare,  will  be  just  and  equal  ? 
y    The  proposition  needs  only  to  be  stated,  and  the  impulse  of  every  honest  mind 
will  immediately  answer  in  the  negative.    How  then  shall  it  be  apportioned  ? 
Why,  as  tlje  town  has  heretofore  Toted,— ^iccording  to  the  wants  of  the  several 
districts — that  is,  so  as  to  give  each  child  an  equal  chance  of  benefit 

The  actual  attendance  upon  school  in  preceding  years  has  always  been  con- 
sidered an  item  worthy  of  notice  in  the  apportionment  of  the  money;  and  it  is 
proper  that  it  should  he  so  considered  to  a  certain  extent.  If  we  find  two  dis- 
tricts with  equal  numbera  of  children,  where  the  average  attendance  in  one  is 
My,  and  in  the  other  only  twenty,  and  this  for  a  series  of  years,  it  would  be 
proper  that  the  larger  school  should  have  the  more  money,— otherwise  those 
\  who  attend  will  not  be  equally  benefited.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  desirable  to  secure 
'  Bfl  full  on  attendance  as  possible  in  all  our  school^,  and  if  it  is  underetood  that 
those  who  attend  best  will  be  rewarded  moat,  this  will  be  one  of  tlie  most  efifect- 
r  uaJ  means  of  securing  a  punctual  attendance.  The  result  of  our  refections 
,  upon  the  distribution  of  the  money,  is,  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  dis- 
j  tricts,  no  one  principle  can  be  named  that  will  constitute  a  just  basis  oi  distri- 
1  butiou ;  but  thiit  all  the  various  considerations  relating  to  the  subject  are  proper 
I  to  be  taken  into  view ;  and  that  a  discretionary  power,  to  a  certain  extent,  must 
be  delegated  to  the  most  honest  and  impartial  board  that  can  be  found  to  exer- 
>     ciseit.    *    *    • 


I 


} 


I 


I        SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— JoHir  W.  Proctor,  John  M.  Austin,  Eben  Hunt,  Chas. 
C. Sewall,  Daniel  P.  King. 


ES^P  y  $  (')  Population,  1,402.    Valuation,  j[322,S97  99. 

^  ^, \       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

.       (2)  No.  of*Scbolars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  41 — In  Winter,  441. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  33— In  Winter,  333. 
,       (4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  445. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

jeais  of  age  who  attend  School,  27. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  31. 
)       (^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  43  mths.  3  days — In  Summer,  6 — In  Winter,  37  3. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  1.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winier^M.  6— F.  6 
I        (7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $29  50— To  Females, ;}  1 1  60. 
(S)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $\0  20— Of  Females,  ^b  80. 
(9)  Average  wa^es  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $1^  20— Of  Females,  $b  80. 
I       (10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taies  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 
Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,000. 
(II)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^^* 
IW)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  number  of 
Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 
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(13)  Now  itf  oaiBcorporaM  Aie«demie%  Private  SciMok  and  Schools  kopi  to  pfoUnc  Conmon 

Schools,  9b— Aggregate  of  montha  kept,  44«-<-ATonige  No.  ol  Schotaiiy  S78i^*^gsro>- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  f  94S. 

(14)  Amomit  of  Local  Foods,  5       .—Income  ftem  sarao;  f 

Books  u8s».<^£r|M2<SMr-*-Enerson's  and  Leonard's.  Readb^^F'tni  Class  Reads*,  Por- 
ter's Rhetorical  Reader^  Parker's  Progressive  Exercises,  Pierpont's  Young  Reader,  New  Tes- 
tament. Grammar— Smith's  and  Arnold's.  Georrapkif — Malte-Brun's,  Smilh's  and  Brioa^ 
made's.  iin(Ame(u>— Emerson's  1st  and  2d  Part,  Smith's,  Adams'  and  Colburn's.  All  others 
^Goodrich's  History  U.  S.,  Goldsmith's  History  of  England,  and  Worcester's  Dictionary. 

SELECTiorts  FROM  Refort.  •  •  •  The  method  adopted  in  some  schools 
of  re^ewinff  every  Saturday  the  studies  of  the  week,  is  believed  to  be  a  good 
one,  as  it  cidls  afresh  to  the  pupils'  minds  their  past  studies,  gives  them  a  more 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  is  calculated  to  produce  a  more  tasting 
impression  on  their  memories.    •    •    * 

Almost  one  fourth  of  the  children's  time,  and  of  the  money  appropriated  by 
the  town  for  schools,  it  appears  was  lost,  by  irregular  attendance — some  of 
which  was  doubtless  necessarily  so ;  but  after  makmg  all  due  allowance  for 
sickness  and  other  necessary  detention,  there  remains  evidently  a  large  balance 
of  needless  absence. 

Your  committee  think  that  parents  generally  cannot  be  aware  of  the  extent 
of  thb  evil,  or  of  the  injury  it  is  to  the  schools.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Aaron  L.  Burnham ,  Aaron  Giddimos. 


m^ni^n-P^'rnJXrN  J(*)  Population,       .    Valuation,  % 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,      —In  Winter, 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,      —In  Winter, 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  336.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,       .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,      mths.      days — In  Summer,  — In  Winter,  • 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — Jd.     — F.     . — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.     — ^F. 

(7)  A  verage  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $       ^To  Females,  $ 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $        —Of  Females,  $ 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $         — Of  Females,  $ 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,         ..—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  17. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  44. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  j^Hd  60. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^  1,500  00.— Income  from  same,  590  00. 

Books  vshd. •^SpeUioff — Alger's  Perry's.  TUading — American  First  Class  Book,  Porter's 
Rhetorical  Reader,  Ei^Tish,  Inlelligent  and  Young  Readers,  Child's  Guide.  Grammar—' 
8mith's.  Geographic — ^Olney's  and  Peter  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Adam's,  Smith's,  Walsh's, 
Emerson's,  Piercers,  and  Colburn's. 

Remarks. — The  columns  on  the  first  side  of  the  blank  are  not  filled  at  all. 
**  The  documents  out  of  which  to  make  an  estimate,"  are  said  to  be  lost. 

Georgetown,  having  been  incorporated,  since  the  last  census,  the  population 
and  valuation  cannot  be  given. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Isaac  Bram as,  Jouir  Uurdsn. 
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(t)  Nd.  ofSdiolan  of  »n  ftges  in  all  ihe  Schoola^lii  Sunnier,  1,43S-^Ib  WiolMry  1^6Q5b 
(3)  Avenge  attendance  in  the  Scliools— In  Summer,  l,06d^In  Winter,  1,330. 
(4J  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  tbe  tp^n,  8,683. — No.  of  persons  under  4 
jrears  of  age  who  attend  School,  14.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  170. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  208  roths.  21  day»— In  Summer,  118— >In  Winter,  90  21. 

(6)  N(k  of  Teachera  in  Sammer-r-Af.  6— F.  84^-^o.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  23--^.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  iadodiag  board— Te  Males,  529  a8«-To  Females,  $16  6^ 

(8)  A^ierage  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^12  00-^f  Feoaales,  5  7  Oa 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclnsiTe  of  board— Of  Males,  $11  €8— Of  Females,  $S  64. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^^900. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contrlbuled  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(U)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  .^-Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .—Average  number  of 
Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  ibr  tuition,  $       • 

(IS)  No.ef  onincorporated  Academies,  Private  fichnoIS|  and  Sehoob  kepi  to  prolong  Common 
SdMols,  13.^— Aggregate  of  months  kepi,  89.*-»Aveiiige  No.  of  Scholars,  385.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^3,777. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5988  O0.-^lneome  from  same,  g 

Boois  USED. — Spelling — ^Franklin  Primer,  National.  Reading — Am.  Popular  Lessons,  lat- 
proved  Reader.  Book  for  Massachusetts  Children,  Views  of  the  U.  S.,  National  Reader,  Intro* 
dnetion  to  the  Analytical  Reader,  American  First  Class  Book,  Constitution  U.  S.,  Pronouncing 
Testament,  Worcester's  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  Book.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  North  American, 
Colbam's  First  Lessons,  Smith's,  Walsh's,  Colburn's  Sequel,  Adums'  New.  Geography — ^Wor- 
cester's First  Lessons  in  Geography,  Field's  Geography  and  Atlas.  Malte-Brun's  Georrapby  and 
Atlas,  Parley's,  Smith's.  Grammars-Smith's,  Greenleaf's.  All  ot^r«— Walkers  Diction- 
^,  Worcester's  Dictionary,  Hale's  History  U.  S.,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Webster's  Dic- 
tionary. 

Remauks.^— The  retimi  gives  the  eum  of  $1,315  14  as  the  amount  of  local 
fands,  but  it  consiBts  of  the  town^s  proportion  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  and  of 
the  income  of  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund.  The  former  may  be  properly 
considered  as  a  local  fund, — the  latter  cannot  be.  The  return  is  altered  ac- 
cordingly. 

Tho  number  of  Public  Schools  differs  very  much  from  the  Abstract  of 
last  year.  Probably  the  districts  only  were  enumerated  lor  that  year,  and 
this  vear,  the  schools.  The  object  being  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of 
the  Public  Schools,  the  last  supposition  is  adopted  for  this  Abstract.  The 
Summer  and  Winter  schools,  in  the  same  district  or  scfaoolhouse,  are  never  to 
be  reckoned  as  two  schools  for  this  purposie* 

Selection  from  Report.  •  *  •  Your  committee  ieel,  there  is  not  that 
attention  paid  to  the  morals  of  children  which  is  demandecL  While  some  ap* 
pear  to  care  much  for  the  knowledge  of  their  ofTdpring,  they  seem  to  care  little 
lor  their  virtue.  That  education  which  respects  the  intellect  merely,  is  often 
^vorse  than  none.  Man  needs,  in  order  to  answer  the  purposes  of  his  being, 
the  cultivation  of  all  his  moral,  as  well  as  intellectual  powers.  It  is,  clothed  in 
this  panoply  only,  that  he  can  go  forth  witli  safety  into  a  hostile  world.  To  ar- 
gue otherwise,  is  indeed  taking  a  degrading  view  of  the  nature  of  man,  as 
though  he  were  created  merely  to  reason  and  philosophize,  and  not  also  to  love, 
adore  and  praise.  Some,  indeed,  have  objected  to  )>rHyer  in  school,  on  the 
ground,  as  they  nay,  that  it  consumes  important  time,  as  though  a  reverence  for 
our  Creator  and  a  sense  of  accountability  formed  no  part  of  the  education  con- 
templated by  our  system  of  Common  Schools.  Such  reasoning  argues,  at  least, 
a  Want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  principles  on  which  our  individual  and 
national  hapfiiness  depend.  Philosophy  and  reosoU)  of  themselves,  never  laid 
^c  reundations  of  our  republic,  nor  will  they  be  adequate  to  preserve  them, 
viitue  and  intelligence,  a  reverence  for  God,  and  a  love  of  justice,  must  be 
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combined,  in  the  education  of  a  pure  republican.  So  thought  our  fathers,  and 
80  may  th^ir  posterity  ever  thinkl  Prayer  being  a  means  or  species  of  moral 
instruction,  can  but  ha?e  a'  tendency  to  secure  these  results ;  it  is  also  allowed 
by  the  spirit  of  our  school  law,  inasmuch  as  that  insists  strongly  on  moral  in- 
struction. Its  evils,  if  any  there  are,  can  be  easily  remedied  b^  the  common 
sense  of  teachers,  aided,  if  need  be,  by  the  advice  of  the  committee.  In  order 
that  our  youth  may  be  properly  trained,  we  need,  not  only  our  system  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  but  such  other  racilities  as  are  calculated  to  imbue  their  young 
and  growing  minds  with  rich  and  practical  knowledge.  The  attention  of  many 
of  our  community  is  now  turninp^  to  the  importance  of  establishing  school 
libraries  in  the  several  school  districts,  as  recommended  by  our  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. These  books  treat  on  subjects  of  the  most  interesting  and  practical 
nature,  being  prepared  on  purpose,  by  persons  of  high  attainments  in  literature 
and  science,  if  such  libraries  were  established  in  our  school  districts,  would 
they  not  be  productive  of  lasting  good  to  the  rising  generation  ?  Much  time, 
which  is  now  worse  than  wasted,  would  be  saved  to  the  world.  While  yoiii 
committee  are  happy  to  state  that  instances  of  youth,  growing  up  without  the 
knowledge  suitable  to  enable  them  to  assume  the  duties  of  citizens,  are  rare, 
they  are  anxiously  solicitous  that  it  soon  may  be  true  of  none.  Among  the 
evils  in  our  schools,  is  a  multiplicity  in  the  kinds  of  books.  This  calls  loudly 
for  a  remedy.  It  is  impossible  that  instruction'  can  be  methodical  and  syste- 
matic, while  this  state  of  things  prevails.  There  are  some  deficiences  in  the 
apparatus  which  should  be  supplied,  among  which,  is  a  want  of  black  boards, 
globes,  diagrams  and  thermometers.    *,   *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Lemuel  Gott,  Chaimum—Joav  W.  Lowe,  Secretary. 


TTA  Ti/rjj  rpf^  »r  c  (1)  Population,  827.    Valuation,  5211,888  90. 

tl3J.niljlUrS^       .      .      •       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^In  Summer,  \SSb^\n  Winter,  208. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  98— In  Winter,  156. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  162.— No.  of  persons  under  A 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  25  mths.— In  Summer,  12— In  Winter,  13. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.  — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  4 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $^  25— To  Females,  jS  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  75— Of  Females,  ^3  CO. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\&  50— Of  Females^  ^^  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  ineluding  only  the  wages  o: 

I'eachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ( 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  oi 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

( 13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Comraoi 

Schools,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,       .— Aggre< 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         .—Income  from  same,  5 

Books  used.— £l!p«2/wig— Webster's,  Worcester's  1st  Book.  Reading-^'DM  Bible,  Wor- 
cester's Ist,  2d,  3d  and  4lh  Books,  English  and  American  Readers,  Young  Reader.  Gram' 
mar — Murrav's  and  Smith's.  Geography — Parley's  and  OIney's.  AriihmHw — ^Greenleaf 's, 
IVftlsh's,  and  Colburn's.  AU  oUiers — Goodrich's  History  U.  ».,  Peter  Parley's  do.,  WatU 
on  the  Alind,  Smeilie's  Natural  History,  and  Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy. 

School  Committee's  Report. — ^The  school  committee  of  Hamilton,  charged 
with  the  oversight  of  the  schools,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  would  now 
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submit  the  foMowmg  report  They  offer  a  report  more,  with  a  view  to  seeure 
the  town's  proportion  of  the  school  fund,  which  is  said  to  be  the  forfeiture  of  a 
neglect  here,  than  from  any  conviction  of  its  utility.  While  it  is  allowed  there 
is  room  for  improvement  in  Common  Schools  generally,  yet  that  the  public  re- 
ports of  school  committees,  however  scrutinizing,  have  a  tendency  to  remedy 
existing  evils,  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  doubtful.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  pa- 
rents, at  all  interested  in  the  school  of  their  owli  district,  will  find  out  its  con- 
dition before  hearing  the  report  of  the  school  committee  ;  and  if  it  were  not 
80,  a  better  way  to  gain  this  information  than  from  the  report  of  a  committee, 
would  be  to  visit  the  schqol,  and  see  and  hear  for  themselves.  It  is  no  more 
likely  that  a  school  committee's  award  of  praise  or  blame,  wer^  they  to  render 
it  minutely  and  in  every  case,  would  be  considered  just  and  satisiisictory  by  all 
concerned,  than  it  is  to  be  expected  that  all  schools  will  be  found  equally  flour- 
ishing, or  teachers  equally  well  qualified  or  successful.  The  way  to  exercise 
the  best  influence  over  master  and  scholars,  and  render  greatest  satisfaction  to 
all  parties,  is  for  those  who  feel  specially  interested  to  attend  the  examinations, 
when  they  can  see  and  hear  for  themselves.  Such  a  practice  of  visitation  on 
the  part  of  parents,  ever  desirable,  would,  beside  relieving  a  particular  one 
from  the  unwelcome  ofiice  of  announcing  the  faults  or  merits  of  a  scholar  or 
teacher,  do  more  to  elevate  Common  Schools  than  volumes  of  committee  reports. 

Some  enactments  of  a  former  Legislature,  creating  a  Board  of  Education, 
with  a  Secretary  to  carry  out  its  plans,  on  a  salary  of  $1500  a  year,  besides  de- 
fraying the  travelling  expenses  of  other  members  of  the  Board  while  engaged 
in  its  business,  and  which  have  already  called  into  operation  three  Normal 
Schools,  to  train  up  teachers  partly  at  the  public  expense,  presuming  they  will 
be  superior  to  any  found  elsewhere, — these  enactments  are  now  in  a  fair  way 
to  be  repealed.  Such  a  result,  in  the  humble  opinion  of  your  committee,  is 
nothing  to  be  regretted,  as  it  would  remove  from  our  system  of  Common 
Schools  some  troublesome  encumbrances,  and  leave  them  where  our  Pilgrim 
Fathers  lefl  them,  in  the  hands  of  parents  in  their  respective  towns. 

The  committee  wish  to  present  one  or  two  su^estions  which  they  deem  of 
importance  to  the  prosperity  of  our  schools.  The  first  relates  to  the  early 
choice  and  duties  of  the  prudential  committees.  It  is  highly  desirable  that 
teachers,  especially  new  ones,  should  be  seasonably  examined ;  else,  if  it  he  de- 
layed till  a  late  day,  or  till  the  school  is  just  on  the  eve  of  commencing,  or  has 
commenced,  as  has  sometimes  been  the  case,  the  committee  are  placed  in  an 
awkward  situation ;  they  have  before  them  the  only  alternative  of  putting  off 
the  opening  of  the  school  for  some  weeks,  and  of  subjecting  the  committee-man 
to  much  inconvenience  to  find  another  teacher,  who  may  likewise  suit  no  better 
than  the  first,  or  of  approbating  an  applicant  manifestly  incompetent  to  fill  the  of- 
fice of  instructed  These  unpleasant  consequences  an  early  choice  of  a  prudential 
committee,  and  a  timely  examination  of  teachers  would  prevent  And  when  a 
strant^er  applies  for  a  school,  it  would  be  wise  to  require  of  him,  if  he  had  pre- 
viously taught,  not  only  a  certificate  of  suitable  qualifications  from  his  instruc- 
ters,  but  one  from  his  former  employers  of  his  success  in  conducting  a  school. 

A  word  more,  concerning  the  time  of  opening  the  Winter  term.  It  has  ap- 
peared to  some,  that  if  the  schools  could  begin  at  least  aybrfn^M  before  Thanks' 
g^ng  toeekf  reserving  that  week  for  a  vacation,  it  would  be  an  advantage ;  espe- 
cially as  the  ways  are  then  good,  but  usually  become  so  bad  toward  the  close 
of  Winter,  as  to  keep  nt  home  not  a  few  scholars  who  live  at  a  distance,  par- 
ticularly of  the  younger  class.  Perhaps  the  most  suitable  place  to  consider 
this  suggestion  would  be  at  the  district  meetings,  though  it  would  be  desirable 
^at  all  the  districts  should  act  on  it  with  concert,  as  a  general  adoption  of  it 
^ould  convene  the  school  committees  in  their  order  of  visitation. 

While  the  committee  express  no  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  standing  of 
|he  respective  schools,  or  of  any  classes  or  scholar,  they  are  gratified  with  hav- 
^H  witnessed  so  much  to  approve  and  so  little  to  censure. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Samuel  Story,  James  B.  Dodge,  George  Patch,  Dax- 
«i.  R08T,  Jr.,  g.  W.  Kelly. 

rn>e  Report  from  Hamilton  is  published  entire,  for  a  reason  which  will  be  given  on  a  subse* 
<l«empage-    iSee  SAVOY.— Secretary  of  the  Board  of  £ducatioii.1 
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tf)  No.  of  Sehfolarg  of  aH  ages  in  afl  the  Schools-^Ia  Shimffier,  762^In  Wiaiter,  8£t 
(9)  At^rftge  attendance  in  the  6choo)»^I|i  Summer,  MT-^ln  Wlntcfr,  '560. 

(4)  tVb.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  tdwn,  1;KE4.-^No.  of  ^Msmms  Htfdefr  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  tl. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Scbxiol,  35. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  1£1  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  75  £l— .In  Winter,  46» 

(6)  No.  of  Teaebers  in  Summeiw.M.  2— F.  15.— No.  of  Teachers  in  WinteN-Jd.  14— F.  3. 
it)  Average  wages  pai4  per  month  includiBg  boaf d— To  Males,,525  54—T'O  Females,  $1 1  58. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $Q  69«-Of  Females,  gB^. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exchisive  of  board— Of  ^Males,  ^16  85^-^f  iPemides,  $5  46. 

(10)  Amotmt  tif  ihoney  raised  by  taxes  fot  the  support  of  Schools,  including  oiriy  thewag^s  t)f 

Teacliers,  board  and  fuel,  52|300. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  55.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  |^850. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commcm 

Sdfaools,  IS^^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4^.-«Average  No.  of  Schohtf8»296.-^Aggpe- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $1X9. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       .—Income  from  same,  S 

l^ooxs  USED.— ^Tptf^tng— National  SpelHng  Book.  Reading— The  Bible,  'Nation&f]  Header, 
Introduction  to  National  Reader,  and  Young  Reader.  Grammar — Smithes.  Geograpky-^- 
Smith's  and  Peter  Parleytv.    ilntAmefJet— Smith's,  Oreenleaf 's  and  Peter  (Parley's. 

^ELECTIONS  F&oM  RefoHt.  *  ^  *  Id  their  opimofi,  there  has  beeti  dur- 
ing the  past  year  a  very  creditable  improvement  in  the  condition  and  character 
of  our  Public  Schools.    *    * 

*  *  *  [In  one  parish]  the  schools  have  not,  as  heretofore,  been  broken  up  by 
a!ny  disturbance  arising  between  the  teachers  and  scholars,  or  parents,  and  they 
have  been  better  attended,  and  more  succesfifuHy  taught  than  in  the  previous 
year.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that  in  this  section  of  the  tovm  there  still 
essts  a  jealousy  and  sensitiveness,  arising  from  different  views  and  feelings 
upon  religious  subjects,  which  is  carried  into,  and  exerts  a  most  pernicious  in- 
fluence upon  the  schools,  and  which  calls  for  the  exercise  a£  a  more  enlarged 
and  libehil  spirit  of  charity  and  forbearance,  at  once,  as  a  matter  of  interest  and 
duty.    »    * 

In  'District  No.  1,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  introduce  a  more  effi- 
cient classification  of  the  schools  than  has  hitherto  existed.  They  have  also 
introctuced  the  plan  of  examining  all  the  teachers,  in  a  class  together,  which 
has  been  fdund  to  have  a  very  beneficial  influence  in  elevating  the  standard  of 
the  qualifications  of  teachers.  And  for  the  further  improvement  of  those 
.  t^iachers,  they  have  required  them  to  attend  the  examination  of  each  others 
schools,  thus  constituting,  in  some  sense,  a  class  for  mutual  instruction,  to  de- 
rive the  benefit  of  each  others'  knowledge  and  experience.    *    • 

Irregiilarity  of  attendance  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  serious  drawbacks 
to  the  prosperity  of  our  schools.  In  the  out  parishes,  25  per  cent,  and  in  the 
first  district,  30  to  35  per  cent.,  is  a  fair  average  for  the  daily  amount  of  absence. 
We  would  again  respectfully,  yet  earnestly,  submit  to  your  consideration, 
"whiether  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  a  school  to  make  any  tolerable  progress,  in 
which  out  of  sixty  scholars,  not  more  than  forty  are  generally  present,  and  in 
which  the  absentees  are  confined  to  no  class,  or  sex,  or  age,  but  taken  indis- 
criminately from  all.  We  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  that 'this  single  circum- 
stance is  the  occasion  of  a  dire(it  loss  of,  at  least,  one  fourth  of  the  money  an- 
nually appropriated  to  the  purposes  6f  instruction.  Concerning  the  Public 
Schools  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  it  is  said,  that  "  nearly  nil  the  children  attend 
a  school  of  some  sort,  pretty  regularly,"  an  assertion  which  is  not  true  of  our 
own  community.    *    • 

With  regaird  to  the  government  and  discipline  of  our  schools,  we  regret  to  be 
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eQmp0)ie<l  to  notifx^aei  bfis  ^kewhera  been  ^toerv^d,  that  there  ia  a  false  notkiQ 
abroAd,  arnoug  us,  raspectio^i^  the  nutbority  with  which  lh«  law  of  oomBMO 
seoae,  aa  well  aa  the  atatute,  iave8Ci»  the  leaoher,  viz  Tan  impression  thai  he  has 
no  right  to  mfiMTOR  oheditMce,  and  that  this  impression,  mosre  frequently  than  any 
tiuBg  9ls9,  occasions  the  neeessity  for  any  violent  or  compulsory  measures  to 
Mcure  obedtenceu  When  a  scholar  who  has  violated  the  wholesome  regular 
tioos  of  the  softiool,  is  called  to  account  lor  his  transgression,  he  sometimes  as? 
wmes  the  attitude  of  resistance,  or  even  defianee-of  authority.  He  claims  to 
do  as  be  pleasas  in  school.  Ht  eomes  to  school  to  Zoom,  not  to  he  governed.  If 
nicb  a  spirit  of  anti-'government  receives  the  countenance — if  it  be  not 
firowBsd  upon  by  tlie  parent  or  guardian,  the  authority  of  the  teacher  is  nulli^ 
fied  at  onoe,  and  disorder  and  confusion  inevitably  ensue.  Let  every  child  en* 
ter  the  school  room  with  the  indelible  impression  received  from  the  parent, 
that  the  authority  of  the  teacher  is  necenary  and  right  and  Ugd^  and  mttd  and  uoiU 
be  Bustained-^^let  the  parent  require,  on  pain  of  his  own  reproof,  as  if  he  him- 
lelf  had  been  dtoobeyed,  that  his  child  shall  submit  to  all  the  regulations  of  the 
school,  and  that  no  infraction  of  them  can  be  countenanced  or  excused, — and 
this  impression  would  obviate  all  necessity  for  that  rigid,  despotical  authority, 
and  tbose  severe  penalties  which,  without  it,  are  often  indispensable.  No 
teacher  would  maintain  a  despotism,  but  to  prevent  the  greater  evil  of  an  an^ 
arcby.    ♦    * 

It  is  in  place,  in  this  connection,  to  suggest  the  almost  entire  want  of  iiitereai 
which  is  exhibited  by  parents  and  guardians  in  general,  towards  our  Publio 
Schools.  If  the  town  makes  an  appropriation  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  for  the 
widening  of  a  street,  or  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  to  be  expended  under  thq 
direction  of  the  proper  officers^  almost  every  citizen  will  foel  an  interest  in  the 
operation,  and  have  an  eye  to  the  progress  and  completion  of  the  work.  But 
when  a  far  greater  sum  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  in  a  service  that  is  to 
form  the  habits  and  character  of  a  man's  own  children,  he  does  not  think  it  of 
sufficient  consequence  to  be  looked  after,  once  a  year.  It  is  by  no  means  the 
iDtentk>n  of  the  law,  that  the  whole  business  of  visiting  the  schools  shall  do* 
Tolve  upon  the  committee.  If  parents  and  guardians  would  take  the  trouble 
to  attend  only  the  closing  exammation  of  the  schools,  if  it  were  productive  of 
00  other  beneficial  influence,  it  would  cultivate  a  sympathy  between  themselves 
aod  the  teacher,  which  is  most  essential  to  his  success,  and  for  want  of  which 
his  work  is  sometimes  rendered  doubly  arduous  and  difficult  During  the  past 
year,  there  hae  not  been,  in  the  first  district,  a  single  instance  in  which  a  parent 
or  guardian  has  been  present  at  the  examination  of  a  school,  and  in  the  other 
districts  the  attendance  has  been  but  rare.  How  utterly  ignorant  parents  must 
be,  in  such  circumstances,  concerning  the  character  and  progress  of  the 
schools,  and  how  unworthy  of  the  slightest  confidence  must  be  any  opinioii 
either  of  praise  or  censure,  which  they  may  express  concerning  the  schools 
themselves,  or  the  management  of  the  committee,  is  too  obvious  to  need  re- 
mark. 

Having  thus  given  a  necessarily  brief  and  imperfect  notice  of  the  condition 
of  the  existing  schools  for  the  past  year,  and  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  evils 
connected  with  them,  which  claim  more  immediate  consideration,  your  com** 
mittee  feel  bound  to  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  some  requisitions  of  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  which  have  hitherto  been  disregarded  by  us,  to  the 
serious  loss  and  injury  of  our  whole  community.  l)y  the  fifth  section  of  the 
statute,  concerning  public  instruction,  it  is  required,  *'that  every  town  contain-' 
ingfive  hundred  families  or  householders,  shall,"  &c.  *  *  The  first  and 
main  portion  of  the  section  has  long  been,  and  will  doubtless  long  continue  to 
be,  a  most  important  and  salutary  statute  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  penalty 
for  its  violatioa  is  the  same  as  for  neglect  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of 
schools,  viz.  a  forfeiture  of  an  amount  equal  to  twice  the  highest  sum  which 
the  town  has  raised  in  any  single  year  for  this  purpose.  Such  a  school  this 
town  has  never  yet  established,  and  has  thus,  for  several  years,  exposed  itself 
to  a  public  prosecution. '*    • 

The  influences  which  have  combined  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  such  a 
public  town  school,  have,  perhaps,  been  these :  a  general  aversion  to  any  appe- 
lant increase  of  the  expenses  of  the  town,  and  the  supposed  difficulty  of  devis* 
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iDg  any.  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object,  that  should  be  at  all  sa 
factory  to  the  community  in  general.  And  it  is  instructive  to  observe,  hovv, 
the  want  of  a  little  better  acquaintance  with  the  facts,  and  a  very  little  m 
reflection  upon  those  facts,  our  citizens  have  so  often  voted  directly  in  oppc 
tion  to  their  own  liest  interests.  Thus  the  village  says,  we  will  liot  vote  to  ra 
more  money  for  instruction,  because  the  out  parishes  refuse  to  let  us  have  t 
public  town  school ;  and  the  out  parishes  say,  we  will  uot  vote  for  a  pub 
town  school,  because  this  will  be  a  benefit  to  no  one  out  of  the  village ;  a 
furthermore,  the  village  refuses  to  raise  more  money  that  our  schools  may 
improved.  Whereas,  if  a\\  had  combined,  both  to  raise  more  money  and 
establish  this  other  school,  it  would  have  cost  us  in  the  aggregate  no  more. 
indeed  it  did  not  cost  us  absolvMy  Uss  than  it  does  at  present,  the  expeD 
would  have  been  more  equally  divided  among  our  citizens,  and  our  childr 
would  be  enjoying  vastly  superior  advantages  for  education. 

During  the  year  1838,  there  was  paid  in  this  town,  for  Private  Schoo 
$1,446  i>4.  During  1S3^,  the  amount  has  been  even  larger,  viz.  $1,500.  V 
will,  however,  estimate  it  at  only  $1,500.  This,  added  to  the  $'<J,300  raised  1 
vote,  makes  $3,^00  paid  by  our  citizens  for  the  instruction  of  their  childn 
during  the  past  year.  Now  $3,500  would  be,  perhaps,  the  largest  oppropriatii 
which  the  town  would  find  it  necessary  to  make,  at  present,  for  the  purpose 
instruction,  even  if  they  should  estalilish  a  public  town  school,  thus  insuring 
direct  saving  of  $300  per  annum,  to  say  nothing  of  the  superiority  of  tl 
schools  with  which  we  should  be  thus  provided.  Those  of  our  citizens  wh 
pay  the  largest  amount  of  taxes,  are  the  very  ones  who  pay  the  most  for  t\ 
private  instruction  of  their  children.  The  amount  by  which  these  taxes  woul 
be  increased,  were  the  town  to  raise  thirty -five  instead  of  twenty-three  hundre 
dollars  for  schools,  is  a  mere  fraction,  in  comparison  with  the  ten  or  tweni 
and  forty  or  even  fifty  dollars  which  they  now  pay  annually  to  the  academy  c 
other  private  schools.  While  that  large  class  among  us  whose  properties  ai 
small,  and  who  are  compelled  to  practise  a  severe  economy  to  give  their  chi 
dren  a  few  weeks  or  months  in  a  private  school,  or  even  to  send  them  to  schoc 
at  all,  would  be  doubly  benefited,  in  having  the  advantages  of  their  childre 
greatly  increased,  at  an  expense  to  themselves  vastly  less  than  that  which  c 
present  they  incur  for  private  schools,  of  their  own  accord.  Thus  it  must,  w 
think,  be  obvious  to  every  one,  that  the  establishment  of  a  public  town  schoo 
and  the  raising  of  an  amount  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  say  thirty-five  hundrei 
dollars,  by  vote  of  the  town,  would  be  a  direct  and  a  great  pecuni4xry  saving  t 
all  our  citizens  who  have  children  to  be  educated.  The  only  other  class  wh* 
can  be  supposed  to  feel  interested  on  the  subject,  are  tax-payers,  whose  chil 
dren  are  already  educated,  or  who  have  none  for  whose  intellectual  necessitiei 
to  provide.  With  them,  this,  as  all  other  questions  of  public  expenditure,  ap 
peals  to  their  interests  in  the  public  intelligence  and  virtue, — ^interests  whicl 
they,  of  all  men,  are  to  be  presumed  to  be  most  desirous  to  promote,  and  Ibi 
the  promotion  of  which,  as  good  and  honorable  citizens,  they  are  justly  expectec 
to  be  most  zealous  in  efifort,  and  most  hearty  in  self-denial.    *    * 

With  regard  to  a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  school,  the  one  whicf 
has  commended  itself  most  strongly  to  the  approbation  of  the  committee,  anc 
the  main  features  of  which  have  been  already  adopted,  to  the  entire  satisfuc- 
tion  of  all  concerned  in  other  towns,  whose  geographical  position  and  otliej 
circumstances  have  been  most  nearly  like  our  own,  is  this :  that  the  town,  in 
the  first  place,  provide,  either  by  purchase,  rental,  or  erection,  a  suitable  build- 
ing for  the  accommodation  of  the  school.  It  has  been  suggested,  that  this 
might  be  done  with  a  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
town,  without  raising  money  by  taxation  expressly  for  this  purpose.  In  the 
next  place,  that  our  annual  appropriation  for  schools  be  increased  to  an  amount 
(say  thirty-five  hundred  dollars)  that  shall  be  suflicient,  when  divided  as  here- 
tofore, to  enable  the  first  district  to  provide  an  instructer;  and  that  this  district 
be  considered  under  obligation  thus  to  furnish  one.  To  this  school,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  scholar:^  must  be  admitted  from  all  parts  of  the 
town,  upon  examination  by  the  committee.  The  advantages  of  this  plan  are 
briefly  these — it  is  a  compromise  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  various  sec- 
tions of  our  widely  extended  town.    No  location  for  this  school  can  be  fixed 
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upon,  that  will  be  equally  conyenient  of  access  to  all  oar  citizens.  That  then 
must  be  selected  which  will  accommodate  the  greatest  number,  and  where  else 
can  tbat  be,  but  in  the  district  in  which  three  mlhs  of  all  our  children  actually 
reside.  The  town  furnishing  a  building,  the  first  district  agrees  to  pay  the 
iustracter  out  of  its  own  funds,  because  it  will  have  the  more  immediate  advan- 
tages of  the  school.  Or,  if  this  be  thought  too  great  a  sacrifice,  it  might  be  pro- 
vided, that,  whenever  a  scholar  from  any  of  the  out  districts  shall  attend  this 
scbool,  his  tuition  shall  be  deducted  from  the  school  money  of  the  district  in 
which  he  belongs,  and  added  to  that  of  the  first  district  The  out  parishes  will 
be  benefited  by  having  their  school  money  increased,  at  least  one  third ;  thus 
enabling  them  greatly  to  increase  the  value  and  eflnciency  of  their  schools,  at 
the  same  time  tbat  they  have  access  to  this  public  town  school,  of  which  veiy 
many,  if  not  all,  parents  could  avail  themselves.  And  to  the  objection  which 
might  be  urged,  by  those  who  live  in  the  remote  sections  of  the  town,  that  their 
children  could  not  attend  it,  the  answer  is  obvious.  True,  your  children  may 
pot  be  able  to  attend,  yet  the  school  costs  you  nothing,  and  its  very  existence 
is  a  direct  benefit  to  you,  in  prolonging  the  school  in  your  district  which  your 
children  do  attend,  and  making  it  every  way  more  valuable  than  it  was  before. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  is  the  very  strong  influence,  so  highly  beneficial,  which 
the  very  existence  of  this  school  will  have  upon  all  the  others.  The  very  fact 
tbat  there  is  a  school  of  this  character  in  our  midst,  to  which  scholars,  from  all 
the  others,  are  to  be  admitted  by  examination,  will  do  more  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  scholarship  atid  character,  than,  perhaps,  any  other  single  influence 
whatever,  if  not  more  than  all  other  influences  combined.    *    *    * 

*  *  *  lEtherto  ihis  town  has  raised  far  less  for  the  3tq[>p(ni  of  schools  thi^ 
fiurlhs  of  the  other  toums  in  the  CommonweaUh.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered, 
that,  by  this  increase  of  our  annual  appropriation  and  the  establishment  of  this 
other  school,  it  is  not  proposed  to  pay  more  than  we  do  at  present  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  our  children;  but  that  instead  of  paying  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  for  private  tuition,  we  add  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  to  our 
annual  expenditure  for  the  Public  Schools.  That  all  education,  beyond  the  mere 
rudiments  of  learning  taught  in  the  district  schools,  should  be  confined  to  the 
families  of  a  few  fortunate  citizens,  who  can  afibrd  to  pay  for  the  further  edu- 
cation of  their  children  at  private  schools,  is  a  proposition  so  aristocratical  and 
justly  odious,  that  it  will  not  be  listened  to,  for  a  moment.  Yet  such  is  the  in- 
evitable consequence  of  the  neglect,  on  the  part  of  the  town,  to  provide  this 
other  school.     *    *    » 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Arthur  S.  Traiit,  George  Kellt,  He5RT  Pluhmer, 
Jamis  R.  Cusuino,  Abijah  Cross,  Nathaniel  Gage. 


IP ^WTn  W  5  ^^)  Population,  2,855.    Valuation,  ^577,142  31. 

l-t^WIUIl,      .       .       .       .       ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  541 — In  Winter,  482. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  453 — In  Winter,  349. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  663.-— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  17.—- No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  75  mths.  7  days. — In  Summer,  37  21 — In  Winter,  37  14. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— !Vf.  3— F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.    . 
0)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board-r-'fo  Males,  $^  65 — To  Females,  ^9  80. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  59  22— Of  Females,  ^4  88. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^20  43 — Of  Females,  $4t  92. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,900  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^3  62. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  30.— -Aggre^te  paid  for  tuition,  5^90  00. 
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trict  furnished  with  a  small  library  for  the  use  of  the  scholars ;  and  a  series  of 
booKs  is  DOW  in  course  of  publication,  under  their  direction,  adapted  to  this 
purpose. 

Some  inquiry  has  lately  been  made  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money 
received  from  the  Massacliusetts  School  Fuqd,  should  be  appropriated.  We 
beg  leave  to^iiggeM  the  expediency  of  applying  a  part  of  it  towards  procuring 
libraries  in  such  districts  as  are  ready  to  do  something  for  themselves.  Sup* 
pose  the  selectmen  should  be  authorized  to  give  each  district  twenty  dollars  of 
this  money,  in  which  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  shall  actually  be  raised  within  a 
year,  and  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  library, — the  fact  to  be  proved  by  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  school  committee, — ^how  could  this  money  be  more  beneficially 
appropriated  ?  AVe  do  not  need  it  to  lengthen  our  schools,  because  we  are 
able  to  raise  enough  for  this  purpose. 

Xhe  plan  of  the  Board  of  Education  is  a  good  one,  and  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  districts  in  this  town, — especially  of  Nos.  1,  11  and  13,  which  have 
convenient  apartments  in  their  houses  for  the  preservation  of  a  library, — and 
Nos.  2  and  G  which  are  soon  expected  to  have.  The  contribution  of  one  dol* 
lar,  by  each  of  the  votere  in  their  districts,  would  furnish  an  ample  fund  for  the 
procuring  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  school,  for  four  years  to  come,  and  it 
would  be  hazarding  little  to  say,  that  if  they  would  voluntarily  commence  by 
taxing  themselves  in  this  manner,  that  is  only  twenty-five  cents  per  year,  thai 
there  would  be  generous  individuals  in  each  district,  who  would  add  liberally 
to  the  donation.  How  could  a  few  dollars  be  better  appropriated,  than  by  thus 
securing  to  the  children  around  us,  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  rational  and  Intel* 
lectiial  amusement  ?  Hundreds  of  dollars  are  annually  contributed  for  the 
education  of  those  at  a  distance,  perhaps  because  the  name  of  having  given  is 
associated  with  the  gill ;  when  we  are  wholly  unmindful  of  the  wants  of  those 
around  us,  and  of  the  opportunities  of  doing  good  nearer  home.  How  can  our 
ambitious  young  metiy  not  to  say  toomenj  better  distinguish  themselves,  than  by 
starting  a  subscription  paper,  and  laying  the  foundation  for  such  a  library  in 
each  of  their  districts?    *    *    • 

*  *  •  \Yq  |]gfQ  ^Q^  l)jQ  principle,  we  have  so  oflen  endeavored  to  inculcate, 
most  favorably  illustrated ;,  that  where  the  parents  manifest  an  interest  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  school,  the  children  will  second  their  motion.  Children  must 
be  ungrateful,  indeed,  that  will  not  do  the  best  they  can,  where  so  much  has 
been  done,  and  so  much  expended,  as  in  this  district,  for  their  benefit.  We 
would  not  be  the  advocates  of  extravagant  expenditure,  either  in  towns,  or  in 
districts,  but  we  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  spacious,  comfortable  and  convenient 
apartments  for  our  children,  at  school,  are  among  the  first  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  The  practical  experience  of  the  past  year,  of  the  comparative  convenience 
of  the  dififerent  houses  in  this  town,  has  most  forcibly  impressed  upon  our 
minds  this  lesson.  We  think  it  would  be  fortunate  for  several  of  our  districts, 
if  their  present  schoolhouses  could  take  to  themselves  wings  and  be  ofi^  before 
the  commencement  of  another  year     *    *    * 

In  rendering  an  account  of  our  stewardship,  we  cannot  omit  to  mention  the 
duty  devolved  upon  us,  in  connection  with  the  prudential  committees  of  the 
several  districts,  of  apportioning  to  said  districts  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  the  Public  Schools.  This  is  necessarily  one  of  the  most  difficult 
and  unfileasant  parts  of  our  duty.  It  comes  so  directly  in  contact  with  the 
selfish  principle,  both  in  those  who  give  and  those  to  whom  it  is  given,  that  it  is 
not  possible  to  expect  a  univeraal  assent  or  approbation  of  what  is  done.  The 
nearest  practicable  approximation  to  what  is  right,  is  all  that  should  be  expect- 
ed. Constituted  as  this  committee  is,  when  assembled  for  this  fiurpose,  of 
twenty-five  members,  chosen  by  the  people  from  every  section  of  the  town,  it 
would  seem  to  afibrd  a  reasonable  probability  of  something  like  what  is  right 
being  done,  if  such  a  thing  can  ever  be  expected  of  human  nature.  That  there 
will  t)e  some  who  will  have  sinister  and  selfish  aims  in  view,  we  have  no  doubt ; 
but  that  a  majority  of  such  a  jury  will  be  thus  actuated,  we  do  not  believe.  Wc 
are  aware  that  inquiries  are  often  made;  upon  what  principle  do  the  committee 
oct  in  apportioning  this  luotiey  ?  We  tliink  the  inquiry  reasonable,  and  will 
endeavor  to  answer  it  briefly,  so  far  as  it  is  within  our  knowledge. 

The  principle  aimed  at  has  beep,  to  give  to  each  scholar^  who  has  a  right  to  at- 
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tendUie PubHc  iSScApob,  an  eqwd  (^anccy  as  near^  as  praeHeabUy  of  ibUAwng  an 
tduooHm ; — ^to  diffiise  the  greatest  amount  of  information,  equal]  v  and  propor ' 
tiooabJjr,  amone  all  the  inhabitants.  This  money,  nvhen  raised,  belongs  to  the 
town.    It  should,  therefore,  be  used  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  whole  town. 

Because  more  is  raised  in  one  district  than  another,  is  no  gocd  reason  why 
more  should  be  given  back  to  that  district  On  the  contr&ry,  tf^Mse  who  are 
best  able  to  pay,  may  be  considered,  other  things  being  egua}i  least  in  need  of 
the  money.  / 

The  difficulties  in  disti'ibuting  equitably,  arise  principally  from  the  local  po- 
sition and  the  extreme  inequalities  of  numbers  in  the  several  districts.  The 
number  between  the  ages  of  4  and  16,  varies  from  40  to  240  in  different  dis- 
tricts. Assuming  the  whole  number  in  the  town  to  be  1200,  and  the  appro- 
priation to  be  $3000,  this  would  give  $2,50  to  each  scholar;  consequently  the 
smaller  district  would  receive  $100,  and  the  larger,  $600.  Consider  also  that 
the  children  in  the  smaller  district,  have,  on  an  average,  to  travel  twice  as  far 
to  attend  school  as  they  do  in  the  larger ;  will  any  one  then  say,  that,  to  appor- 
tion the  money  in  these  districts  according  to  scholars,  will  be  just  and  equal  ? 
The  proposition  needs  only  to  be  stated,  and  the  impulse  of  every  honest  mind 
will  immediately  answer  in  the  negative.  How  then  shall  it  be  apportioned  ? 
Why,  as  the  town  has  heretofore  voted, — ^iccording  to  the  wants  of  the  several 
districts — that  is,  so  as  to  give  each  child  an  equal  chance  of  benefit 

The  actual  attendance  upon  school  in  preceding  years  has  always  been  con- 
sidered an  item  worthy  of  notice  in  the  apportionment  of  the  money;  and  it  is 
proper  that  it  should  be  so  considered  to  a  certain  extent.  If  we  find  two  dis- 
tricts with  equal  numbers  of  children,  where  the  average  attendance  in  one  is 
My,  and  in  the  other  only  twenty,  and  this  for  a  series  of  years,  it  would  be 
proper  that  the  larger  school  should  have  the  more  money, — otherwise  those 
who  attend  will  not  be  equally  benefited.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  desirable  to  secure 
as  full  an  attendance  as  possible  in  all  our  schools,  and  if  it  is  understood  that 
those  who  attend  best  will  be  rewarded  mosty  this  will  be  one  of  the  most  effect- 
ual means  of  securing  a  punctual  attendance.  The  result  of  our  refections 
upon  the  distribution  of  the  money,  is,  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  dis- 
tricts, no  one  principle  can  be  named  that  will  constitute  a  just  basis  oi  distri- 
bution ;  but  thfit  all  the  various  considerations  relating  to  the  subject  are  proper 
to  be  taken  into  view ;  and  that  a  discretionary  power,  to  a  certain  extent,  must 
be  delegated  to  the  most  honest  and  impartial  board  that  can  be  found  to  exer- 
cise it.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTEE.-nJoHir  W.  Proctor,  John  M.  Austin,  Eben  Hunt,  Chas. 
C.  zSewall,  Daniel  P.  Kino. 


E^^PY"  f  (' )  Popalation,  1 ,402.    Valuation,  £322,297  99. 

^-^^J \       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(5)  No.  of'Scbolars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  41 — In  Winter,  441. 

(3)  A?era^  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  32 — In  Winter,  333. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  445. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

jears  of  age  who  attend  School,  27. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  31. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  43  mths.  3  days — In  Summer,  6 — In  Winter,  37  3. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  1.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winler^-M.  b — F.  6 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  $^  50— To  Females,  £  1 1  60. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $\(i  20— Of  Females,  £5  80. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  £16  20— Of  Females,  £5  80. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  aud  fuel,  £1,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  £24. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .--Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  £ 
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(13)  No.  of  wiaearporaltd  AMdeniei^  Private  fldbwlt,  aad  Scboals  k«pl  to  pfolans  Cmmmni 

SehoolS],  9w— Aggrafals  of  monthi  kept,  44<-*-Av«nigo  No.  of  Seholaii,  S78.p«^Aggr»- 
goto  paid  for  tuiUoo,  g94St, 

(14)  Amomt  of  Local  Fimd8,.f       .-^neome  ftom  •ame,  5 

Books  usbb.-- fijpcilRV— Eaiwaoa's  and  Leonard'f.  Readu^f^Vini  Clais  Readet,  For* 
tor's  Rhetorical  Reacler,  Parker's  Progressive  £xercisos,  Piorpooi's  Youog  Reader,  New  Tea- 
tament.  Grammal^— Smith's  and  Arnold's.  Creo^rapAy— Malle-Brun's,  Smilh's  and  Brioa- 
made's.  Ariihmetie—Emerson*a  1st  and  2d  Part,  Saiiih's,  Adams'  and  Colburn's.  All  others 
—Goodrich's  History  U.  S.,  Goldsmith's  History  of  England,  and  Worcester's  Dictionary. 

Selbctioivs  from  Report.    •    •    •    The  method  adopted  in  some  iMsbools . 
of  reyiewinff  every  Saturday  the  studies  of  the  week,  is  believed  to  be  a  good 
one,  as  it  ciuls  afresh  to  the  pupils'  minds  their  past  studies,  gives  them  a  more 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  is  calculated  to  produce  a  more  lasting 
impression  on  their  memories.    *    •    * 

Almost  one  fourth  of  the  children's  time,  and  of  the  money  appropriated  by 
the  town  for  schools,  it  appears  was  lost,  by  irregular  attendance — some  of 
which  was  doubtless  necessarily  so ;  but  after  makmg  all  due  allowance  for 
sickness  and  other  necessary  detention,  there  remains  evidently  a  large  balance 
of  needless  absence. 

Yoiir  committee  think  that  parents  generally  cannot  be  aware  of  the  extent 
of  thb  evil,  or  of  the  injury  it  is  to  the  schools.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITl'EE.— Aarou  L.  Buric ham,  Aaroh  Giddikos. 


GEORGETOWN,     .     J^'^n^'^'^'^/p  kI- I'^l'"' ^ 

'  (       Number  of  Public  Schools^   . 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools—Jo  Summer,      —In  Winter, 

(3)  Average  attendance  m  the  Schools-*In  Summer,      —In  Winter, 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  336.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  ofage  who  attend  School,       .—No.  over  16  yean  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,      mths.      days— In  Summer,  —In  Wmter, 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^Sf.     — F.     .—No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.     — F.      . 

(7)  A  verage  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  <gf        —To  Females,  j 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $        —Of  Females,  $ 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $         — Of  Females,  $ 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  {600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,         .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  17. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  44.— Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $H9  60. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^  1,500  00.— Income  from  same,  ^90  00. 

Books  used  — Spe//t}v*^Aiger's  Perry's.  /Z^at/ti^g^— American  First  Class  Book,  Porter's 
Rhetorical  Render,  EuffTish,  Intelligent  and  Young  Readers,  Child's  Guide.  Gramtnar — 
Smilh's.  Geography— 0\uey*g  and  Peter  Parley's  Arithmetic— Adeim*9,  Smilh's,  Walsh's, 
Emerson's,  Pierce's,  and  Colburn's. 

Remarks. — The  columns  on  the  first  side  of  the  blank  are  not  filled  at  aU. 
**  The  documents  out  of  which  to  make  an  estimate,"  are  said  to  be  lost. 

Georgetown,  having  been  incorporated,  since  the  last  census,  the  population 
and  valuation  cannot  be  given. 

No  Report  frogn  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTCC— Isaac  Baamas,  Johs  Burdsv. 
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lrLUUL£i&l£.IC,   .      .      I      N«,berofiNrtJit«dMNili,4a 
(3)  Nft.  ofSekdan  of  ftH  ages  in  ftll  lfa«  Sehoola^In  Summer,  l,4SJ^Ia  WintMr,  1^603^ 
(3)  Avenge  attendanee  in  Un  SelMwls— In  Smnmer,  l^Odd^In  Winter,  1^390. 
(4}  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  jears  of  age  in  tbe  tpwn,  tJ583. — No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  Scliool,  14.— No.  over  16  ^ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  170. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  206  mtbs.  21  days— ^n  Summer,  118— In  Winter,  90  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  SumnerT-M .  6"^,  S4^-^o.  of  TeacheM  in  Winter— M.  23— F.  3. 

(7)  Averaga  wages  paid  per  month,  inchiding  board— T«  Males,  529  08— To  Females,  (U  6^ 

(8)  Aiierage  value  of  boaid  per  moattH^f  Males,  51tO(^-Of  Feaaales,  5  7  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclasiTe  of  board— Of  Males,  517  08— Of  Females,  5^  M* 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^*900. 

(11)  AmottBt  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(U)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  ^^-Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .—Average  number  of 
Scholarsy       .—Aggregate  paid  ibr  tuition,  5       • 

(U)  No.  of  ttnineorporatod  Academies,  Private  SchaolS|  and  Schoob  fcepi  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  ld.-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  89.— Avemge  No.  of  Stbolars,  385.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  S^!^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5988  OO.-^Income  from  same,  5 

Books  uskd. — Spellings — ^Franklin  Primer,  National.    Readinj^Am,  Popular  Lessons,  Im* 
proved  Reader,  Book  for  Massachusetts  Children,  Views  of  the  U.  S.,  National  Reader,  Intro* 


^z»uu»run  i«essons  m  ueograpny,  r  leio's  ueograpny  ona  Alias,  jnaiie-orun's  ueof  rapny  ana 
Atlas,  Parley's.  Smiih's.  Grammai^-^mi th's,  Greenleaf's.  AU  ot/tert^Walker^s  Diction- 
ary, Worcester's  Dictionary,  Hale's  History  U.  S.,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Webster's  Dic- 
tionary, 

Remakks.^— The  retimi  giTOS  tlM  sum  of  $1,315  14  as  the  amount  of  local 
funds,  but  it  coDsists  of  the  towii*s  proportioa  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  and  of 
the  income  of  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund.  The  former  ma^  be  properly 
considered  as  a  local  fund, — the  latter  cannot  be.  The  return  is  altered  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  number  of  Public  Schools  differs  very  much  from  the  Abstract  of 
last  year.  Probably  the  districts  only  were  enumerated  ibr  that  year,  and 
this  year,  the  schools.  The  object  being  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of 
the  Public  Schools,  the  last  supposition  is  adopted  for  this  Abstract.  The 
Sammeraod  Winter  schools,  in  the  same  district  or  scfaoolhouse,  are  never  to 
be  reckoned  as  two  iKshools  for  this  purpose* 

Selection  from  Report.  •  *  *  Yotir  committee  feel,  there  is  not  that 
attention  paid  to  the  morals  of  children  which  is  demanded.  While  some  ap- 
pear to  rare  much  for  the  knowledge  of  their  ofEsprin^,  they  seem  to  care  little 
for  their  virtue.  That  education  which  respects  the  intellect  merely,  is  often 
worse  than  none.  Man  needs,  in  order  to  answer  the  purposes  of  his  being, 
the  cultivation  of  all  his  moral,  as  well  as  intellectual  powers.  It  is,  clothed  in 
this  panoply  only,  that  he  can  go  forth  witli  safety  into  a  hostile  world.  To  ar- 
gue otherwise,  is  indeed  taking  a  degrading  view  of  the  nature  of  man,  as 
though  he  were  created  merely  to  reason  and  philosophize,  and  not  also  to  love, 
adore  and  praise.  Some,  indeed,  have  objected  to  |»rHver  in  school,  on  the 
gronnd,  as  they  nay,  that  it  consumes  important  time,  as  though  a  reverence  for 
our  Creator  and  a  sense  of  accountability  formed  no  part  of  the  education  con- 
templated by  our  system  of  Common  Schools.  Such  reasoning  argues,  ot  least, 
a  Want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  principles  on  which  our  individual  and 
national  ha(>pines8  depend.  Philosophy  and  renson^  of  themselves,  never  laid 
^e  foundations  of  our  republic,  nor  will  they  be  adequate  to  preserve  them, 
virtue  and  intelligence,  a  revereuce  for  God,  and  a  love  of  justice,  must  be 
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combined,  in  the  education  of  a  pure  republican.  So  thought  our  fathers,  and 
so  may  tb^ir  posterity  ever  thinic.  Prayer  being  a  means  or  species  of  moral 
instruction,  can  but  ha?e  a'  tendency  to  secure  these  results ;  it  is  also  allowed 
by  the  spirit  of  our  school  law,  inasmuch  as  that  insists  strongly  on  moral  in- 
struction. Its  evils,  if  an^  there  are,  can  be  easily  remedied  b^  the  common 
sense  of  teachers,  aided,  if  need  be,  by  the  advice  of  the  committee.  In  order 
that  our  youth  may  be  properly  trained,  we  need,  not  only  our  system  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  but  such  other  racilities  as  are  calculated  to  imbue  their  young 
and  growing  minds  with  rich  and  practical  knowledge.  The  attention  of  many 
of  our  community  is  now  turning  to  the  importance  of  establishing  school 
libraries  in  the  several  school  districts,  as  recommended  by  our  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. These  books  treat  on  subjects  of  the  most  interesting  and  practiclil 
nature,  being  prepared  on  purpose,  by  persons  of  high  attainments  in  literature 
and  science,  if  such  libraries  were  established  in  our  school  districts,  would 
thev  not  be  productive  of  lasting  good  to  the  rising  generation  ?  Much  time, 
which  is  now  worse  than  wasted,  would  be  saved  to  the  world.  While  your 
committee  are  huppy  to  state  that  instances  of  youth,  growing  up  without  the 
knowiedge  suitable  to  enable  them  to  assume  the  duties  of  citizens,  are  rare, 
they  are  anxiously  solicitous  that  it  soon  may  be  true  of  none.  Among  the 
evils  in  our  schools,  is  a  multiplicity  in  the  kinds  of  books.  This  calls  loudly 
for  a  remedy.  It  is  impossible  that  instruction' can  be  methodical  and  syste- 
matic, while  this  state  of  things  prevails.  There  are  some  deficiences  in  the 
apparatus  which  should  be  supplied,  among  which,  is  a  want  of  black  boards, 
globes,  diagrams  and  thermometers.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Lemuel  Gott,  CAaxnmm— John  W.  Lowe,  Secretary. 


HAMIT  TON  '     5  (1)  P<»P"l»'«on>  827.    Valuation,  ^211,888  90. 

'       *      *      *       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  or  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  152— In  Winter,  208. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  98— In  Winter,  ld6. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  jrears  of  age  in  the  town,  1G2.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13. — No.  over  16  years  of  ag^  who  attend  School,  23. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  25  mths. — In  Summer,  12 — ^In  Winter,  13. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  4 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  5^  25— To  Females,  $S  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 15— Of  Females,  ^3  CO. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\b  50— Of  Females>  $S  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

I'eachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .-^Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

{ 13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         .—Income  from  same,  ^ 


Books  used.-— Spe^/ing— Webster's,  Worcester's  1st  Book.    Readinff—The  Bible,  Wor- 

tt^mfa    let     9rl      ^/l     an/1     /l.lk     Rrk«>lr«      iTnflpltan     nnyj      A  irMAVaoa..    Dao^I^^bo     ^^<^a«n<v      D^^tii^m  /^o^a... 


School  Committee's  Report. — ^The  school  committee  of  Hamilton,  charged 
with  the  oversight  of  the  schools,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  would  now 
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submit  the  following  report  They  ofier  a  report  more,  with  a  view  to  seeure 
the  town's  proportion  of  the  school  fund,  which  is  said  to  be  the  forfeiture  of  a 
neg^Iect  here,  than  from  any  conviction  of  its  utility.  While  it  is  allowed  there 
is  room  for  improvement  in  Common  Schools  generally,  yet  that  the  public  re- 
ports of  school  committees,  however  scrutinizing,  have  a  tendency  to  remedy 
existing  evils,  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  doubtful.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  pa- 
rents, at  all  interested  in  the  school  of  their  own  district,  will  find  out  its  con- 
dition before  hearing  the  report  of  the  school  committee ;  and  if  it  were  not 
80,  a  better  way  to  gain  this  information  than  from  the  report  of  a  committee, 
would  be  to  visit  the  school,  and  see  and  hear  for  themsekes.  It  is  no  more 
likely  that  a  school  committee's  award  of  praise  or  blame,  were  they  to  render 
it  minutely  and  in  every  case,  would  be  considered  just  and  satisfactory  by  ail 
concerned,  than  it  is  to  be  expected  that  all  schools  will  be  found  equally  flour- 
ishing, or  teachers  equally  well  qualified  or  successful.  The  way  to  exercise 
the  best  influence  over  master  and  scholars,  and  render  greatest  satisfaction  to 
all  parties,  is  for  those  who  feel  specially  interested  to  attend  the  examinations, 
when  tbey  can  see  and  hear  for  themselves.  Such  a  practice  of  visitation  on 
the  part  of  parents,  ever  desirable,  would,  beside  relieving  a  particular  one 
fi^m  the  unwelcome  oflSce  of  announcing  the  faults  or  merits  of  a  scholar  or 
teacher,  do  more  to  elevate  Common  Schocjjs  than  volumes  of  committee  reports. 

Some  enactments  of  a  former  Legislature,  creating  a  Board  of  Education, 
with  a  Secretary  to  carry  out  its  plans,  on  a  salary  of  $1500  a  year,  besides  de- 
fraying the  travelling  expenses  of  other  members  of  the  Board  while  engaged 
in  its  business,  and  which  have  already  called  into  operation  three  Normal 
Schools,  to  train  up  teachers  partly  at  the  public  expense,  presuming  they  will 
be  superior  to  any  found  elsewhere, — these  enactments  are  now  in  a  fair  way 
to  be  repcsaled.  Such  a  result,  in  the  humble  opinion  of  your  committee,  is 
nothing  to  be  regretted,  as  it  would  remove  from  our  system  of  Common 
Schoote  some  troublesome  encumbrances,  and  leave  them  where  our  Pilgrim 
Fathers  lefl  them,  in  the  hands  of  parents  in  their  respective  towns. 

The  committee  wish  to  present  one  or  two  suggestions  which  they  deem  of 
importance  to  the  prosperity  of  our  schools.  The  first  relates  to  the  early 
choice  and  duties  of  the  prudential  committees.  It  is  highly  desirable  that 
teachers,  especially  new  ones,  should  be  seasonably  examined;  else,  if  it  lie  de- 
layed till  a  late  day,  or  till  the  school  is  just  on  the  eve  of  commencing,  or  has 
commenced,  as  has  sometimes  been  the  case,  the  committee  are  placed  in  an 
awkward  situation ;  they  have  before  them  the  only  alternative  of  putting  ofiT 
the  opening  of  the  school  for  some  weeks,  and  of  subjecting  the  committee-man 
to  much  inconvenience  to  find  another  teacher,  who  may  likewise  suit  no  better 
than  the  first,  or  of  approbating  an  applicant  manifestly  incompetent  to  fill  the  of- 
fice of  instructer.  These  unpleasant  consequences  an  early  choice  of  a  prudential 
committee,  and  a  timely  examination  of  teachers  would  prevent  And  when  a 
stranger  applies  for  a  school,  it  would  be  wise  to  require  of  him,  if  he  had  pre- 
viously taught,  not  only  a  certificate  of  suitable  qualifications  from  his  instruc- 
ters,  but  one  from  his  former  employers  of  his  success  in  conducting  a  school. 

A  word  more,  concerning  the  time  of  opening  the  Winter  term.  It  has  ap- 
peared to  some,  that  if  the  schools  could  begin  at  least  aybrfn^A^  before  Thanks- 
gwing  wuk,  reserving  that  week  for  a  vacation,  it  would  be  an  advantage ;  espe- 
cially as  the  ways  are  then  good,  but  usually  become  so  bad  toward  the  close 
of  Winter,  as  to  keep  at  home  not  a  few  scholars  who  live  at  a  distance,  par- 
ticularly of  the  younger  class.  Perhops  the  most  suitable  place  to  consider 
this  suggestion  would  be  at  the  district  meetings,  though  it  would  be  desirable 
that  all  the  districts  should  act  on  it  with  concert,  as  a  general  adoption  of  it 
would  convene  the  school  committees  in  their  order  of  visitation. 

While  the  committee  express  no  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  staiiding  of 
the  respective  schools,  or  of  any  classes  or  scholar,  they  are  gratified  with  liav- 
ing  witnessed  so  much  to  approve  and  so  little  to  censure. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Sauubl  StorT;  James  B.  Dodge,  George  Patch,  Dah- 
iKL  Rust,  Jr.,  G.  W.  Kellt. 

[The  Report  from  Hamilton  is  published  eutire,  for  a  reason  which  will  be  given  on  a  subse* 
quentpage.    ;See  SAVOY.— Secretary  or  the  Board  or  Eoucatioh.1 
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^  No.  of  Sebolars  of  aH  ages  in  aA  tbe  Sehoolt^ln  fihinmer,  76i-^In  Waaler;  8SS.. 

(3)  At^raf^e  attendaoee  in  the  Schod8-^T|i  Summer,  647 — ^In  Whiter,  '560. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  aj^  in  the  town,  l,S84.-<-No.  of  persiMislindcnr  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  1^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  d5. 
iP)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  121  mths.  SI  days.^n  Summer,  75  £l-wtu  Winter,  46» 
(6)  No.  of  Teaebers  in  Summer— M.  S— F.  15.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winteiu.-Al.  14— ^F.  3. 
il)  Average  wages  pai4  per  month  iaehxUag  boaf d— To  Males,,j|[25  5i— To  Females,  $\  1 68. 

(8)  Average  value  of  boani  per  month— Of  Males,  f  8  69^— Of  Females,  gS  4ft. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  JMaieB,  516  86^-X)f  i^males,  $b  i}6. 
(10)  Aroodnt  6f  rtioney  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inclodti^  oiri}'  thcwages  nf 

Teacliers,  board  and  fuel,  $9.^X0. 
fll)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f 
(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  65.— A|^egate  paid  for  tuition,  5^50. 
(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commms 

Schools,  12.^-^Aggreg»te  of  months  kept,  45^.— -Average  No.  of  Schobtfs,  296.-^Aggre- 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^19. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       .^-Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— 'S^e^tng— -National  Spelling  Book.  Reading— 'T^t  Bible,  "National  Header, 
Introduction  to  National  Reader,  and  Young  Reader.  Grammar— Smiib^s.  Qeoffrapky-^— 
Smith's  and  Peter  Parley^.    ilrt(Ame(M;t— Smith's,  Greenleaf 's  and  Peter  iPtuiiey's. 

"Selbctions  feom  REPoiEi*r.  *  '^  *  In  their  opimon,  there  baa  been  dur- 
ing the  past  year  a  very  creditable  improvement  in  the  condition  and  character 
of  our  rublic  Schools.    •    • 

*  *  *  [In  one  parish]  the  schools  have  not,  as  heretofbre,  been  broken  up  by 
a:ny  disturbance  arising  between  the  teachers  and  scholars,  or  parents,  and  they 
have  been  better  attended,  and  more  successfully  taught  than  in  the  previous 
year.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that  in  this  section  of  the  town  there  still 
exists  a  jealousy  and  sensitiveness,  arising  from  difierent  views  and  feelings 
upon  reiligious  subjects,  which  is  carried  into,  and  exerts  a  most  pernicious  in- 
fluence upon  the  schools,  and  which  caills  for  the  exercise  of  a  more  enlarged 
and  liberal  spirit  of  charity  and  forbearance,  at  once,  as  a  matter  of  interest  and 
duty.    •    * 

In  ^District  No.  1,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  introduce  a  more  effi- 
cieiit  classification  of  the  schools  than  has  hitherto  existed.  They  iiave  also 
introduced  the  plan  of  examining  all  the  teachers,  in  a  class  together,  which 
has  been  found  to  have  a  very  beneficial  influence  in  elevating  the  standard  of 
the  qualifications  of  teachers.  And  for  the  further  improvement  of  those 
.  teachers,  they  have  required  them  to  attend  the  examination  of  each  others 
schools,  thus  constituting,  in  some  sense,  a  class  for  mutual  instructiou,  to  de- 
rive the  benefit  of  each  others'  knowledge  and  experience.    *    * 

Irregtilarity  of  attendance  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  serious  drawbacks 
to  the  prosperity  of  oiu*  schools.  In  the  out  parishes,  25  per  cent,  and  in  the 
first  district,  30  to  35  per  cent,  is  a  fair  average  for  the  daily  amount  of  absence. 
We  would  again  respectfully,  yet  earnestly,  submit  to  your  consideration, 
whether  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  a  school  to  make  any  tolerable  progres?,  in 
which  out  of  sixty  scholars,  not  more  than  forty  are  generally  present,  and  in 
which  the  absentees  are  confined  to  no  class,  or  sex,  or  age,  hut  taken  indis- 
criminately firom  all.  We  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  that 'this  single  circum- 
stance is  the  occasion  tif  a  direct  loss  of,  at  least,  one  fourth  of  the  money  an- 
nually appropriated  to  the  purposes  Of  instruction.  Concerning  the  Public 
Schools  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  it  is  said,  that  ^  nearly  nil  the  children  attend 
a  school  of  some  sort,  pretty  regularly,"  an  assertion  wnich  is  not  true  of  our 
own  community.    *    • 

With  regard  to  the  government  and  discipline  of  our  schools,  we  regret  to  be 
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«Qm|M)lefl  ta  notioo^aa  has  ekewhere  been  ellser^ed,  that  there  ia  a  false  notkHl 
abroad,  arnoDg  ys,  respecting  the  authority  with  which  the  law  of  oomiaoa 
wnafi  80  weH  as  the  statute,  invests  the  |eacher>  viz ;  Inn  impression  that  be  has 
no  right  to  er^brcfi  oMitace,  and  that  this  impression,  more  frequently  thaa  any 
thing  else;,  occasions  the  Qeeessity  lor  any  violent  or  compulsory  measures  to 
■eeuie  obedience.  When  •  scholar  who  has  violated  the  wholesome  regula? 
tioQs  of  the  soliool,  is  called  to  account  for  his  transgression,  he  sometimes  aa^ 
nines  the  actitiide  of  iiesistanee,  or  even  defianoe-ef  authority.  He  claims  to 
do  as  he  pLeaaas  in  school.  Ht  comes  to  school  io  learns  not  to  he  ^vemed.  If 
iuch  a  spirit  of  anti-rgoverament  receives  the  countenance— if  it  be  not 
frowned  upon  by  the  parent  or  guardian,  the  authority  of  the  teacher  ia  nulli^ 
fied  at  onoe,  and  disorder  and  confusion  inevitably  ensue.  Let  every  child  en-p> 
ter  the  achool  room  with  the  indelible  impression  received  from  the  parent, 
that  the  authority  of  the  teacher  is  necessary  and  right  and  l^gal^  and  mtul  and  triU 
be  Bustained^et  the  parent  require,  on  pain  of  hia  own  reproof^  as  if  he  him- 
self bad  been  disobeyed,  that  his  child  shall  submit  to  all  the  regulations  of  the 
school,  and  that  no  infraction  of  them  can  be  countenanced  or  excused, — and 
this  impression  would  obviate  all  necessity  for  that  rigid,  deapotical  authority, 
and  those  severe  penalties  which,  without  it,  are  often  indispensable.  No 
teacher  would  maintain  a  despotism,  but  to  prevent  the  greater  evil  of  an  an* 
archy.    ♦    * 

It  ia  in  plaoey  in  this  connection,  to  suggest  the  almost  entire  want  of  intereat 
which  ia  exhibited  by  parents  and  guardians  in  general,  towards  our  Publio 
Schools.  If  the  town  makes  an  appropriation  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  for  tha 
widening  of  a  street,  or  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  to  be  expended  under  thq 
direction  of  the  proper  officera^  almost  every  citizen  will  feel  an  interest  in  the 
operation,  and  have  an  eye  to  the  progress  and  completion  of  the  work.  But 
when  a  fiir  greater  sum  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  in  a  service  that  ia  to 
form  the  habita  and  character  of  a  man's  own  children,  he  does  not  think  it  of 
sufficient  consequence  to  be  looked  after,  once  a  year.  It  ia  by  no  meana  the 
ffltentioD  of  the  law,  that  the  whole  business  of  visiting  the  schools  shall  de« 
Tolve  upon  the  committee.  If  parents  and  guardians  would  take  the  trouble 
to  attend  only  the  closing  examination  of  the  schools,  if  it  were  productive  of 
DO  other  beneficial  influence,  it  would  cultivate  a  sympathy  between  themselvea 
and  the  teacher,  which  ia  most  essential  to  his  success,  and  for  want  of  which 
his  work  ia  aometimea  rendered  doubly  anluoua  and  difficult  During  the  paat 
year,  there  haa  n&t  been,  in  the  firat  district,  a  single  instance  in  which  a  parent 
or  guardian  has  been  preaent  at  the  examination  of  a  school,  and  in  the  othep 
districts  the  attendance  haa  been  but  rare.  How  utterly  ignorant  paronta  muat 
be,  in  such  circumstances,  concerning  the  character  and  progreaa  of  the 
schools,  and  how  unworthy  of  the  slightest  confidence  must  be  any  opinion 
either  of  praise  or  censure,  which  they  may  express  concerning  the  schoola 
themselves,  or  the  management  of  the  committee,  is  too  obvious  to  need  re-- 
mark. 

Having  thus  given  a  necessarily  brief  and  imperfect  notice  of  the  condition 
of  the  existing  schools  for  the  past  year,  and  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  evils 
conaected  with  them,  which  claim  more  immediate  consideration,  your  com- 
mittee feel  bound  to  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  some  requisitions  of  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  which  have  hitherto  been  disregarded  by  us,  to  the 
serious  loss  and  injury  of  our  whole  community.  i$y  the  fifth  section  of  the 
statute,  concerning  public  instruction,  it  is  required,  'Hhat  every  town  contain- 
iogfive  hundred  families  or  householders,  shall,"  &c.  *  *  The  first  and 
main  portion  of  the  section  has  long  been,  and  will  doubtless  long  continue  to 
be,  a  most  important  and  salutary  statute  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  penalty 
forits  violation  is  the  same  as  for  neglect  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of 
schools,  viz.  a  forfeiture  of  an  amount  equal  to  twice  the  highest  sum  which 
the  town  has  raised  in  any  single  year  for  this  purpose.  Buch  a  school  this 
town  has  never  yet  established,  and  has  thus,  for  several  years,  exposed  itself 
to  a  public  prosecution.  ~*    * 

The  influencea  which  have  combined  to  prevent  the  eatabliahment  of  such  a 
public  town  school,  have,  perhaps,  been  these:  a  general  aversion  to  any  appa- 
rent increase  of  the  expenaea  of  the  town,  and  the  auppoaed  difficulty  of  devis* 
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ing  any  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object,  that  should  be  at  ail  sal 
factory  to  the  community  in  general.    And  it  is  instructive  to  observe,  how, 
the  want  of  a  little  better  acquaintance  with  the  facts,  and  a  very  little  trn 
reflection  upon  tliose  facts,  our  citizens  have  so  often  voted  directly  in  oppc 
tion  to  their  own  best  interests.  Thus  the  village  says,  we  will  tiot  vote  to  ra 
more  money  for  instruction,  because  the  out  parishes  refuse  to  let  us  have  tl 
public  town  school ;  and  the  out  parishes  say,  we  will  not  vote  for  a  pub 
town  school,  because  this  will  be  a  benefit  to  no  one  out  of  the  village ;  ai 
furthermore,  the  village  refuses  to  raise  more  money  that  our  schools  may 
improved.     Whereas,  if  all  had  combined,  both  to  raise  more  money  and 
establish  this  other  school,  it  would  have  cost  us  in  the  aggregate  no  more, 
indeed  it  did  not  cost  us  absolutdy  has  than  it  does  at  present,  the  expen 
would  have  been  more  equally  divided  among  our  citizens,  and  our  childr 
would  be  enjoying  vastly  superior  advantages  for  education. 

During  the  year  1838,  there  was  paid  in  this  town,  for  Private  Schoo 
$1,446  94.  During  183i),  the  amount  has  been  even  larger,  viz.  $],5()0.  V 
will,  however,  estimate  it  at  only  $1,500.  This,  added  to  the  $'2,300  raised  I 
vote,  makes  $3,600  paid  by  our  citizens  for  the  instruction  of  their  childn 
during  the  past  year.  Now  $3,500  would  be,  perhaps,  the  largest  appropriatic 
which  the  town  would  find  it  necessary  to  make,  at  present.  Tor  the  purpose 
instruction,  even  if  they  should  establish  a  public  town  school,  thuB  insuring 
direct  saving  of  $300  per  annum,  to  say  nothing  of  the  superiority  of  tl 
schools  with  which  we  should  be  thus  provided.  Those  of  our  citizens  w[ 
pay  the  largest  amount  of  taxes,  are  the  very  ones  who  pay  the  most  for  tl 
private  instruction  of  their  children.  The  amount  by  which  these  taxes  woul 
be  increased,  were  the  town  to  raise  thirty -five  instead  of  twenty-three  hundrc 
dollars  for  schools,  is  a  mere  fraction,  in  comparison  with  the  ten  or  tweni 
and  forty  or  even  fifty  dollars  which  they  now  pay  annually  to  the  academy  < 
other  private  schools.  While  that  large  class  among  us  whose  properties  ai 
small,  and  who  are  compelled  to  practise  a  severe  economy  to  give  their  chi 
dren  a  few  weeks  or  months  in  a  private  school,  or  even  to  send  them  to  schoi 
at  all,  would  be  doubly  benefited,  in  having  the  advantages  of  their  childre 
greatly  increased,  at  an  expense  to  themselves  vastly  less  than  that  which  f 
present  they  incur  for  private  schools,  of  their  own  accord.  Thus  it  must,  w 
think,  be  obvious  to  every  one,  that  the  establishment  of  a  public  town  schoo 
and  the  raising  of  an  amount  sufiScient  for  the  purpose,  say  thirty-five  hundre 
dollars,  by  vote  of  the  town,  would  be  a  direct  and  a  great  pecuniary  saving  t 
all  our  citizens  who  have  children  to  be  educated.  The  only  other  class  wh( 
can  be  supposed  to  feel  interested  on  the  subject,  are  tax-payers,  whose  chil 
dren  are  already  educated,  or  who  have  none  for  whose  intellectual  necessitie 
to  provide.  With  them,  this,  as  all  other  questions  of  public  expenditure,  ap 
peals  to  their  interests  in  the  public  intelligence  and  virtue, — ^interests  WhicI 
they,  of  all  men,  are  to  be  presumed  to  be  most  desirous  to  promote,  and  fb; 
the  promotion  of  which,  as  good  and  honorable  citizens,  they  are  justly  expectec 
to  be  most  zealous  in  effort,  and  most  hearty  in  self-denial.    *    * 

With  regard  to  a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  school,  the  one  whicl 
has  commended  itself  most  strongly  to  the  approbation  of  the  committee,  unc 
the  main  features  of  which  have  been  already  adopted,  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned  in  other  towns,  whose  geographical  position  and  olhei 
circumstances  have  been  most  nearly  like  our  own,  is  this :  that  the  town,  ir 
the  first  place,  provide,  either  by  purchase,  rental,  or  erection,  a  suitable  build- 
ing for  the  accommodation  of  the  school.  It  has  beeii  suggested,  that  thifi 
might  be  done  with  a  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
town,  without  raising  money  by  taxation  expressly  for  this  purpose.  In  the 
next  place,  that  our  annual  appropriation  for  schools  be  increased  to  an  amount 
(say  thirty-five  hundred  dollars)  that  shall  be  sufiicient,  when  divided  as  here- 
tofore, to  enable  the  first  district  to  provide  an  instructor ;  and  that  this  district 
be  considered  under  obligation  thus  to  furnish  one.  To  this  school,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  luw,  scholars  must  be  admitted  from  all  parts  of  the 
town,  upon  examination  by  the  committee.  The  advantages  of  this  plan  are 
briefly  these — it  is  a  compromise  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  various  sec- 
tions of  our  widely  extended  town.    No  location  for  this  school  can  be  fixed 
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upon,  that  will  be  equally  coDYenieut  of  access  to  all  our  citizens.    That  then 
must  be  selected  which  will  accommodate  the  ffreatest  number,  and  where  else 
can  that  be,  but  in  the  district  in  wliich  three  mlhs  of  all  our  children  actually 
reside.    The  town  furnishing  a  building,  the  first  district  agrees  to  pay  the 
iustructer  out  of  its  own  funds,  because  it  will  have  the  more  immediate  advan- 
tages of  the  school.    Or,  if  this  be  thought  too  great  a  sacrifice,  it.  might  be  pro- 
vided, that,  whenever  a  scholar  from  any  of  the  out  districts  shall  attend  this 
school,  his  tuition  shall  be  deducted  from  the  school  money  of  the  district  in 
which  he  belongs,  and  added  to  that  of  the  first  district    The  out  parishes  will 
be  benefited  by  having  their  school  money  increased,  at  least  one  third ;  thus 
enabling  them  greatly  to  increase  the  value  and  efinciency  of  their  schools,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  have  access  to  this  public  town  school,  of  which  venr 
many,  if  not  all,  parents  could  avail  themselves.    And  to  the  objection  which 
might  be  urged,  by  those  who  live  in  the  remote  sections  of  the  town,  that  their 
children  could  not  attend  it,  the  answer  is  obvious.    True,  your  children  may 
not  be  able  to  attend,  yet  the  school  costs  you  nothing,  and  its  very  existence 
is  a  direct  benefit  to  you,  in  prolonging  the  school  in  your  district  which  your 
children  do  attend,  and  making  it  every  way  more  valuable  than  it  was  belbre. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  is  the  very  strong  influence,  so  highly  beneficial,  which 
the  very  existence  of  this  school  will  have  upon  all  the  others.    The  very  fact 
that  there  is  a  school  of  this  character  in  our  midst,  to  which  scholars,  from  all 
the  others,  are  to  be  admitted  by  examination,  will  do  more  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  scholarship  atid  character,  than,  perhaps,  any  other  single  influence 
whatever,  if  not  more  than  all  other  influences  combined.    *    *    * 
*    *    *    lEtherto  ihiB  town  ha8  raised  far  less  for  iht3uppoH  of  ach^ 
fowihs  of  the  other  towns  m  ike  CommontDtaith.    It  is  also  to  be  remembered, 
that,  by  this  increase  of  our  annual  appropriation  and  the  establishment  of  this 
other  school,  it  is  not  proposed  to  pay  more  than  we  do  at  present  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  our  children;  but  that  instead  of  paying  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  for  private  ttdtion,  we  add  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  to  our 
annual  expenditure  for  the  Public  Schools.   That  all  education,  beyond  the  mere 
rudiments  of  learning  taught  in  the  district  schools,  should  be  confined  to  the 
families  of  a  few  fortunate  citizens,  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  the  further  edu- 
cation of  their  children  at  private  schools,  is  a  proposition  so  aristocratical  and 
justly  odious,  that  it  will  not  be  listened  to,  for  a  moment    Yet  such  is  the  in- 
evitable consequence  of  the  neglect,  on  the  part  of  the  town,  to  provide  this 
other  school.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Arthur  S.Traiv,  George  Kelly,  Heitrt  Plummsr, 
James  R.  Cushiho,  Abijah  Cross,  Nathaniel  Gaoe. 


j-p  « -nrrf^  rr  J  (1 )  Population,  2,865.    Valiialion,  5577,142  31 . 

ll^CiWIUH,     .       .       .       .       ^       Number  of  Public  SchooU,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  541— In  Winter,  482. 
(2S)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  453 — In  Winter,  349. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  663.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  17.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  75  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  37  21— In  Winter,  37  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  3— F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  9— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board-r>To  Males,  ^29  65 — To  Females,  $9  80. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  59  22— Of  Females,  ^4  88. 

(g)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $Z0  43 — Of  Females,  $4  92. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,900  GO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  533  62. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  30.— Aggre^pte  paid  for  tuition,  $490  00. 
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(1S>  Nci  oC  iiniBt«rp«fftttd  Aflideniw^  Private  Sehool^  wd  SqIoqIs  kept  topMloif  Comq 
Sebools,  ^.--'AggnigtM  oT  oMuHbii  kci|i^  3a^*«Avcfsge  No.  of  SelnlHr^  lU.^Agg 
gate  paid  for  tuHimi;  ;f  486  00-. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  l^ands,  g  .«^Iii60tiie  fh>in  game,  g 

Books  v»*t^.^BpeSlng^WtbtiM^$f  fBrookftsldi  edition,)  Worectter't  Dietioinry.  lU 
ji^fw-Bible,  Testameat,  Perter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Pnlnam'a  AaalytiettL  d^  Ywm;  Reac 
Second  Book,  Worcesier'a  Primer.  Grammar^— Smith's  and  Murray's.  Gfc^sT'afifcv-^Ma 
Bruu'Sy  Smith's,  Olney's,  Woodbridee'a^  Peter  Parley's.  Arithwietic — Adams'  fmprov 
Smith's,  Colbum's,  Walsh's,  Pike's,  Greealeaf 's.  AU  others — ^Political  Class  Book,Univei 
History,  Wafts  on  ihe  Mind,  Phelfn'  Botany,  Mather^  Geology,  Grand's  Geometry,  Atget 
Flint's  Surveying,  Griseoo/s  Phjrsiology,  LMin,  Greek  and  roach  Grannnairs* 

Remarks. — ^The  return  states  tliat  a  **  Gnunmar  is  eonriimied  with  the  H 
School,  the  feoffs  of  the  Grammar  Schodi  owDing  the  building  in  which 
High  School  is  kept,  and  paying  towiud  tEie  support  of  the  scliooi  the  ainoi 
of  the  income  of  their  funds." 

*^  One  district  school  was  prolonged  one  montk  by  contributions  of  indivi 
als  in  the  district," — ^particulars  not  given* 

No  Report  fi^m  School  Committee. 
.  SCiiOOL  COMMITTEE  — E.  F.  Miller,  S.  E.  Stroito,  Charles  Kimball. 
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T  VJVJKT  i  ^^'  Population,  9,923.    Vahiation,  ^8, 

djliyjy, ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  16. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Sbhools — In  Summer,  1,606 — In  Winter,  1,534. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  963 — In  Winter,  885. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  2,451.— No.  of  persons  un 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Sehoolj 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  187  mths^— In  Summer,  93  14— In  Winter,  93 14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.  6— F.  10.— No.  of  Teacheri  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  I 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board-«To  Males,  $TJ  63 — ^l*o  Females,  g] 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^13  16— Of  Females,  $6  97. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^24  47 — Of  Females,  gB 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wa| 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^5,000  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12. — Average  ^ 

Scholars,  41.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  j^820  00. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Coi 

Schools,  20.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  204.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  449.— A 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  52,512  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  ijsed. — Spelling — ^Saonder's  Spelling  Book.  Reading — ^Pierpont's  Little  Le 
Worcester's  2d,  3d  and  4lh  Books,  Aiialyticar  Reader,  Improved  Reader,  New  Testa 
Grammar — Alger's,  Murraj^'s,  and  Brown's  lar^e  work.  Geography -^Iney's,  and  O 
Practical  Introduction.  Arithmetic — Colbum's  First  Lessons,  Smith's,  Greenleaf 's,  and 
arson's  First  Part,  Bailey's  and  Colburn's  Algebras.  J// ot/i^r^'-Goodrich's  History,  fi 
Chemistry,  Astronomy,  and  Natural  Philosopiiy. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  ^  *  Early  in  the  past  year,  your  con 
tee  were  impressed  with  the  importance  of  revising  the  list  of  books  us< 
our  Public  Schools,  on  account  of  the  extensive  and  increasing  confusion  ii 
classes,  caused  by  the  variety  and  heterogeneous  character  of  the  books 
in  use.  In  order  to  make  a  suitable,  and,  as  far  as  might  be,  the  best  selei 
the  old  books  were  all  to  be  examined,  and  compared  with  others  not  the 
troduced,  many  thousands  of  pages  were  to  be  deliberately  read,  and  muc 
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q^HbykyjDMUflMdln  dcokliBg  >oa  Ufae  metiCi  of  dw  Wfwsal  tiith«ML  This 
sHfafeet  was  mmt  jfinallgr  tlisposed  cf  nnttil  grour  c— iwittns  hsd  iiMl  k  under  eon- 
sideratieD  Ibr  tbces  noBtM ;  and  they  have  the  satis&clMii  ef  fcielieTing  that  no 
part  of  their  work  was  more  imnerwisiy  <oatted  fer,  nor  will  prove  eaore  uaeAii 
to  the  sehoals,  «r  more  acoeptabie  to  the  towok 

Bunog  the  iatter  part  of  the  jFeac,  ^ur  out  <ii  the  joine  members  -of  the  oem- 
minee  haFkig  removed  fiiom  Lynn,  the  whole  imrden  of  reaponaibiiity  Jias-de- 
Tohwd  iepen  the  ifive  remauung';  hut  we  iiaire  endeaveoed  that  the  intereats  of 
the  schools  ahodid  suffer  as  tlktle  «s  possiUe  froai  this  reduction  of  the  .eem* 
mittee.  We  have  considered  ourselves  as  occupying  a  post  of  honor  and  ma^ 
fulness,  inferior  to  none  in  the  gift  of  our  fellow  citizens;  and  though  neither 
political  distinction,  pecuniary  profit,  nor  exemption  from  laborious  duty,  re- 
ward a  school  committee — the  charm  of  doing  good  has  been  appreciated* 

On  the  general  subject  of  education,  your  committee  would  bestow  a  few 
renrarks.  We  are  aware  Aat  the  duty  of  propei^  educating  our  children  is 
one  in  which  we  must  never  grow  weary.  The  moment  we  intermit  our  efibrts, 
our  whole  work  stops  in  its  progress ; — It  stops  not  long,  but  soon  retrogrades 
with  ruinous  celerity.  The  utmost  vigilance,  as  well  as  perseverance,  is  ne- 
cessary. A  school  that  is  now  doing  well,  may,  by  either  inattention  on  the 
part  of  the  parents,  unfaithfuhiess  or  unskilfulness  of  the  teacher,  or  neglect  of 
the  geoeral  or  prudential  committee,  in  a  few  weeks  come  to  a  full  stop  in  its 
onward  progress,  and  then  deteriorate  as  iast  as  ever  it  improved.  The  activi- 
ty and  harmony  of  all  the  above  agents,  are  essential  to  the  continued  prosper- 
ity of  any  school ;  and  if  any  one  of  them  is  wanting  in  efficiency,  the  conse- 
Quences  are  sure  to  be  visible  in  school.  Therefore,  whenever  a  school  is 
lound  not  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition,  good  judgment  must  discover  the 
cause,  honest  and  impartial  justice  apply  the  corrective. 

The  liberality  with  which  this  town  has  raised  money  for  schools,  seems  to 
be  a  pledge,  that  parents  generally  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  But  your  committee  would  suggest,  that  they  ought  occasionally  to 
▼isit  the  schools  in  person,  in  order  to  see  how  far  their  money  is  producing^^ 
the  desired  results ;  and,  by  their  presence,  to  encourage  th^  committees,  the 
teachers,  and  above  all,  the  pupils.  It  is  a  fact,  too  notorious  to  be  more  than 
mentioned  here,  that  children  take  little  interest  in  schools  when  their  parents 
take  none  at  all.  If  children  are  sent  to  school  merely  to  get  rid  of  them,  and 
the  teacher  is  only  a  sort  of  jailer,  to  confine  and  keep  them  out  of  mischief 
for  a  specified  time,  they  will  not  long  be  ignorant  of  the  real  motives  from 
which  they  are  committed,  and  may  be  expected  to  make  any  thing  but  good 
scholars.  On  the  other  hand,  when  parents  assiduously  endeavor,  by  every 
possible  means,  to  advance  the  education  of  their  children,  their  solicitude  on 
the  subject  will  occasionally  carry  them  to  the  schoolbouse,  that  they  may 
see  for  themselves,  where  and  how  their  sons  and  daughters  are  taught  those 
sciences,  on  which  their  future  respectability  and  success  so  much  depend.  *  * 

hi  selecting  teachers  to  be  employed  in  our  Public  Schools,  we  think  all 
considerations  should  yield  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  culture  of  our  chil- 
dren. Sometimes  an  incompetent  teacher  may  be  employed,  because  he  is 
''clever,"  in  the  common  acceptation  of  that  term ;  because  he  has  a  locul  in- 
floence  in  the  Ward ;  or  1)ecause  he  will  teach  for  low  wages,  and  a  school 
may  be  kept  longer  for  the  same  money  by  him,  than  by  one  who  is  better 
qualified.  But  it  is  easier  to  keep  clear  of  such,  than  to  get  rid  of  them  after 
they  are  employed ;  besides,  we  think  six  -months  in  a  good  school  is  better 
than  twelve  in  a  poor  one. 

From  experience  and  observation,  we  are  convinced,  that  as  a  good  school 
Deeds  the  constant  attention  of  all  concerned,  to  continue  it  in  a  prosfierous 
state,  and  schools  often  change,  suddenly,  from  one  condition  to  another,  the  fre- 
quent and  regular  visitations  of  the  town  committee,  proscribed  by  law,  can- 
not safely  be  dispensed  with. 

In  regard  to  Common  Schools,  generally,  your  committee  feel  it  their  duty  to 
say,  they  regard  them  as  of  paramount  importance ;  and  it  is  with  much  pleas- 
ure we  add,  some  of  the  Common  Schools  in  this  town  are  inferior  to  respec- 
table academies  only  in  one  particular,  viz.  they  are  more  crowded,  i^ut  while 
we  say  thi&of  some,  truth  requires  a  dififerent  account  of  others.    •    •    * 
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We  take  this  opportunity,  to  call  the  attention  of  our  fellow  citizens  to 
subject  of  introducing  itistruction  in  vocal  music  into  our  Common  Scho 
The  experiment  has  been  made,  and  with  great  success,  in  many  places ; 
we  doubt  not  that  great  benefit  would  accrue  i'rom  it  to  the  rising  generat 

In  closing  our  lalK>rs,  as  your  school  committee,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
cording  our  opinion,  that  an  increaM  in  the  number,  and  a  universal  imprc 
ment  in  the  character  of  the  schoolhouses,  throughout  the  town,  are  urgei 
needed ;  and  we  hope,  that  when  the  present  pi^ssure  of  the  times  shall  li 
subsided,  this  subject  will  engage  tiie  earnest  attention  of  whom  it  may  ( 
corn.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Aabom  Lummus,  Charles  R.  Tbujb,  Custayus  AtTW 
Eo.  L.  Coffin. 
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(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  173— In  Winter,  157. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  105— In  Winter,  105. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  188.— No.  of  persons  ttn< 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  12. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Schoo 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  35  mths.^In  Summer,  17  7 — In  Winter,  17  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  .3. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  3 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  jf2775 — ^To  Females,  $] 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $B  66 — Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  j[19  09 — Of  Females,  $9 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inoluding  only  the  wa| 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $325  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,      .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .—Average  F 

Scholars,        . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Cox 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  17— 'A 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $50  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  usjcd. — Spelling — New  National  Spelling  Book,  and  Introduction.  Reading — A 
can  First  Class  Book,  Scauel  to  Analytical  Keader,  Improved  do.,  Worcester's  3  books,  7 
ment.  Grammar — Smithes,  Sanborn^s,  and  Brown's  Geography — Olney's,  Parley's,  Si 
and  Briusmnde's.  ^n'<Am«/u:— Grecnieaf's,  National,  Smith's,  Emerson's,  and  Colb 
All  others — Bailey's  Algebra,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Parley's  and  Goodrich's  Hist 
Blake's  Philosophy. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  f^rly  in  the  season  we  obtained  < 
dozen  of  books,  such  as  were  needed,  aud  left  them  with  the  teachers,  i 
iurtiished  to  the  scholars  as  wanted,  at  the  wholesale  price,  thus  making  a 
ing  of  time,  trouble  and  expense  to  the  schools. 

Aware  of  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  elementary  pc 
pies  of  science,  the  several  teachers  were  directed  to  attend  to  that  8uhje< 
of  primary  importwnce.    *    *    * 

Not  only  a  proper  discipline,  but  a  regular  attendance,  is  indispensably  n( 
sary  to  the  best  interests  of  a  school,  and  where  children  are  present  but 
or  three  days  in  a  week,  or  come  in,  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour  afle 
school  has  begun,  they  not  onlv  make  little  or  no  improvement  themselves 
retard  the  progress  of  those  who  are  desirous  of  learning.    *    *    * 

•  *  *  In  this  republic,  where  every  man  has  a  voice  in  the  govern i 
how  solicitous  should  every  parent  be  that  his  children  should  enjoy  th< 
benefit  of  the  Common  Schools.  It  Js  to  these  institutions,  not  to  acade 
or  colleges,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  must  look  for  their  educf 
and  the  impress  here  made  must  affect^  for  good  or  evil,  the  civil  and  pol 
i  -tit  utions  of  our  country. 
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4!jet  e?ery  man,  then,  support  the  Common  Schools;  let  the  children  of  the 
rich  and  the  poor  bo  educated  together,  and  grow  up  in  accordance  with  the 
genm  of  our  institutious,  where  no  other  distinction  but  that  of  merit  should 
be  acknowledged.  Let  parents  aud  guardians  see  that  their  children  are  prompt 
at  the  hour,  and  constant  in  attendance,— obedient  to  their  teachers,  and  re- 
spectful to  each  other ;  for  what  compensation  could  be  made  to  the  child  for 
the  loss  of  this  most  precious  season  ?  It  is  iike  the  spring-timo  of  the  year  to 
the  subsequent  hanrest ;  if  the  ground  be  not  prepareu  nor  the  seed  sown,  how 
ean  we  expect  to  reap  a  crop  ?  The  mind,  that  indestructible  principle,  must 
be  deeply  afiected  through  the  cominff  future,  for  good  or  evil,  as  it  is  now 
faithfully  cultivated  or  shamefully  neglected. 

Your  committee,  feeling  the  importance  of  the  trust  committed  to  them,  have 
assiduously  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  children  the  impera- 
tive necessity  of  unremitted  exertions  on  their  part,  in  order  to  the  full  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  their  own  minds.  It  is  a  truth  that  should  be  pi^sent 
to  the  mind  of  every  individual,  that  the  attainment  of  any  desirable  good  must. 
Id  a  very  great  degree,  be  the  result  of  his  own  personal  exertions.  This  is 
especially  so  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  education.  Science  cannot  be  pur- 
chased like  merchandise.    It  is  the  achievement  of  patient  industry.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— JosiAH  Newhall,  John  Pkrxxiis,  Jr.,  Joshua  Hkwxs. 


MANCHESTER  \  ^'^  Population,  1^6.    Valuation,  ^260,605  25. 

'    •       "        (       Number  of  Public  Schools,  3. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  168— In  Winter,  220. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  1 15— In  Winter,  144. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  an<l  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  SIO. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,       . — No.  over  IG  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 
\^)  -Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  21  mths.  14  days — In  Summer,  8.— In  Winter,  13  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^M.  1— F.  2.— No  of  Teachers  in  Wmler^-M.  3— F.  I. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^29  66— To  Females,  $pl  50. 

(8)  Average  vulue-of  board  per  monih— Of  Males,  510  00— Of  Kemales,  ^5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  |)er  month,  exclusive  uf  board— Of  Males,  519  06— Of  Females,  52  50. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  iucludini^  only  Uie  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^92. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(1!)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 
Scholars,        .^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,?. — Aggreg.ite  of  moutlis  kept,  46|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  151.— Agg^re- 
gate  paid  lor  tuition,  5603  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Rooks  usko. — SpeHing^ — Emerson's  JUadi7tg^-~Young  Reader,  National  do.,  Introduction 
lo  do.,  Porter's  Rhfiorical  Readrr,  Parker's  do.,  Rhetor.  Grammar — Smith's  and  Murray's. 
G^ojrropfcy— Parley's,  Smith's  and  Oln^y's.  Arithmetic — Smith's,  Emersoii'.s  and  Greenleaf 's. 
^flo«*^r«^\Valker'!»  aud  Webster's  Dictionaries,  Parker's  Philosophy  and  Composition,  Bai- 
»>•'»  Algebra,  Flint's  Surveying. 

SELECTioifs  FROM  Rkport.  *  •  •  Since  the  sitccpss  ofoiir  PuhHc  Schools, 
in  no  snmll  degree,  depends  on  the  condition  of  the  children  previous  to  their 
entering  these  institutions,  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  have  shown  a  wise 
and  liberal  policy,  in  their  attention  to  this  stihject,  by  establishing^  a  school  for 
yoiiiig  children  at  their  own  expense;  and  the  committee  earnestly  n»com- 
meiid,  that  a  still  more  liberal  expenditure  should  be  made  for  so  laudable  an 
object 

It  \n  much  to  be  regretted,  that  children  are  so  often  taken  from  the  Publio 
°^^\t  at  an  a^,  wh»ii,  from  the  more  matured  state  of  the  intellect,  they  are 
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ID  the  most  favorable  condition  for  making  proficiency  in  their  Btudies,  c 
cially  where  no  serious  inconvenience  can  arise  from  the  number  in  the  sc 
room.  More  enlightened  and  correct  views  must  be  the  remedy  for 
evil.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  GOM MlTTEE^AsA  Stort,  Larxih  Woodbbart,  Jacob  C.  Allm. 


'  c       Number  of  Public  Seboolt,  12. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  656— In  Winter,  ^8. 

(8)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  547— In  Winter,  495. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,415^— No.  of  persons  ui 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  >-ears  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  143  mths«— In  Summer,  72— In  Winter,  71. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  3— F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  \ 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $26  46— To  Females,  $ 
<8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %\t  50— Of  Females,  ^6  65. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-^Of  Males,  $Vi  96 — Of  Females,  % 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wii 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  54,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Acadefnies,  2. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  nun 

Scholars,  55.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5^^* 
(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Piivate  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  C< 

Schools,  2— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  IS.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .— ^ 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       * — Income  from  same. 

Books  usbd. — S;>e//ii^g^-National  Spelling  Book,  Scholar's  Companion.  Reading- 
pom's,  Putnam's  and  Worcester's.  Grammar — Murrny's,  Smith's  and  Parker's.  Gto^ 
— Oluey's,  Smith's  and  Field's.  Arithmetic — Greenleaf 's  and  Emerson's.  All  others— 
ry  of  U.  S.,  Algebra,  Latin  Books,  Book-keeping,  &c. 

Rrm ARKS.— The  number  of  scholars,  and  amount  paid  for  their  tuiti 
the  Private  Schools,  are  not  stated. 
^  Numerous  infiint  schools," — particulars  not  stated. 
The  fuel  for  the  schools  is  furnbhed  by  the  town. 

Selections  from  Report.    *    *    *    On  entering  upon  their  dutiei 

Ithe  committee]  found  that  the  town  had  made  a  liberal  provision  of  i 
or  the  support  of  the  schools ;  hence,  they  inferred,  that  all  the  schooli 
established,  were  to  he  kept  in  operation,  and  fully  provided  for ;  and  t 
necessary  improvements  were  accordinglv  authorized. 

They  have,  therefore,  maintained  and  kept  them  open  during  the  yea 
trary  to  the  former  custom,  which  was  to  discontinue  a  part  of  them  for 
siderahle  portion  of  the  same.  From  the  experience  of  the  past,  and  p 
larly  from  observations  of  the  last  year,  they  deem  the  present  nuniL 
character  of  the  schools  amply  adequate  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  town 
only  material  alteration  they  would  suggest,  is,  that  no  children  may  be 
ted  into  the  primary  schools  under  the  age  of  six  years ;  for  they  have, 
present  method,  in  our  view,  dwindled  almost  into  nurseries.  They 
suggest  an  examination  of  the  Farm  and  South  schoolhouses,  as  they  app 
need  repairs,  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  scholars.    •     *     * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— William  Fabkhs,  Joshua  ORirK,S  S.Trefrv,  R 
GiRDLXR,  Geo.  Clodtmait,  Math'l  Lihdskt,  Jr. 
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MP  TR  77  JP  AT  M^ )  Population,  2,463.    Valoation,  f  iSt^QS  70. 

^fi-crJXic/XiiY,         ...       J       Number  of  Pttbllc  Schools,  II. 

(f)  [Yo.  of  Scholars  of  all  ag««  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  490^In  Winter,  687. 
{5}  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  3^)9— In  Winter,  889. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  590.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  28.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggfegate  length  of  the  Schools,  59  mths.  14  days.^In  Summer,  34  7— In  Winter,  25  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  U.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month, including  board— To  Males,  525  23— To  Females,  ^12  38. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— X)f  Males,  $6  75— Of  Females,  55  16. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5I8  48-^f  Fomales,  5*722. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51>000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .— A^^^rage  number  of 

Scholars,         . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  Z. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  16.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  165.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $550. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 


Books  usKD,r—£r;M//i}|o:'— National  Spelling  Book,  American  Expositor.  IZ^aoftiyi^— Bible, 
Young  Reader,  Cmer;ion's  First  and  Second  Ulass,  and  Kbetorical  Reader.  Grrammar— Mur- 
nft  and  Smith's.  G^iTtf/i/iy— Parley's,  Oiney's  and  Smith's.  ArUhmetie'-'Emenott*^.  and 
Colbttra's  Mental,  Smith^i,  Adams',  and  Greenleaf 's.  All  ot/iers— I'arlex-'s  Book  of  the  U.  S, 
and  Common  School  History,  Goodrich's  History,  Blake's  Philosophy,  domstock's  Chemistry, 
Bailey's  Algebra. 

Selbctions  from  Report.  *  *  *  We  have  said,  that  important  changes 
bays  been  made,  in  the  school  laws.  To  these  changes,  many  of  our  fellow- 
citizeos  have  been,  honestly,  opposed  Viewing  the  Common  School  system 
as  an  institution  that  has  had  an  important  influence  on  the  welfiire  of  the 
commuoity— 418  one  established  by  the  wisdom  of  the  founders  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  which  has  ever  been  cherished  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  Common- 
wealth— they  have  considered  these  alterations  as  unnecessary,  and  every 
change  as  an  innovation  upon  important  and  long  established  usages.  They 
consider  the  requirements  of  the  laws  as  an  extravagant  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  and  as  a  useless  and  onerous  task  upon  the  committee.  It 
does  become  us  as  citizens,  to  admit,  with  caution,  any  niaterittl  change,  in  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  free  institutions. 

But  the  new  enactments,  in  the  school  laws,  are  not  designed  to  alter  the 
plan  of  the  system  of  education.  They  are  only  calculated  to  improve  and 
perfect  the  operaium  of  the  system.  If  the  plan  is  perfidy  it  may  be  abused  in 
the  application.  The  groat  plan  of  the  Common  School  system  is,  that  every 
individual  in  the  community  shall  procure  an  education,  to  fit  him  fur  all  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  devolving  on  him  as  a  free  citizen.  But  is  this 
accomplished  ?— does  every  one  improve  the  opportunities  presented  to 
him,  and  lose  none  of  the  advantages  of  education  ?  The  most  limited 
observation  will  show  us  the  contrary.  The  illiteratencss  of  many  amonff  us 
proves  it.  If  then,  the  means  of  education  fail,  from  any  cause,  to  produce 
the  great  end  which  they  were  designed  to  prodpce,  and  which  they  are 
able  to  accomplish,  ought  not  means  to  be  devised  to  remedy  the  defects? 
For  this  end,  the  new  enactments  have  been  passed,  by  our  wise  legislators ; 
and,  if  duly  observed,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  remedy  many  important  defects. 

It  is  not  enough,  that  schools  are  instituted,  at  the  public  expense,  for  the 
benefit  of  all ;  teachers,  that  are  comoetent  to  their  duties,  are  necessary,  to  ren- 
der them  a  public  benefit  *  *  nooks  are  necessary,  and  such  books  as  are 
odofUd  to  the  capacities  of  the  children ;  and  such  as  are  uniform,  to  render 
the  organization  of  the  school  successful.  Many  a  child  has  been  coni)Mr!led 
to  while  away  the  tedious  hours  of  the  school,  day  after  day,  to  no  profit,  lor 
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tbe  want  of  proper  hooka.  And  the  efibrts  of  many  a  competent  and  iiidi 
OI18  teaciier,  liave  been  rendered  almost  useless,  ibr  tiie  want  of  a  unifoi 
in  bookstand  the  hearty  cooperation  ut  the  parents  of  the  children.  T 
abuses  and  defects,  the  recent  enmctnients  are  designed  to  remedy.  It 
been  the  allotment  of  the  siibscriher,  to  be  one  of  the  school  conmrittee,  c 
year,  with  one  exception,  since  the  town  has  made  choice  of  the  comm 
Hence,  he  has  bad  an  oppoiiunity  to  judge  of  the  operation  of  the  school  1 
and,  from  our  esiperience^  we  can  say,  that  they  have  done  great  good,  in  n 
dying  many  of  the  ^*  defects  in  the  means  of  education."  hut,  in  judgiii 
their  influence,  our  experience  is  not  limited  by  the  retrospection  of  of 
duty  It  leads  us  Imck  to  the  trials  and  responsibilities  of  a  teacher;  whe 
felt  the  need  of  some  remedy,  beyond  our  control,  to  obviate  difficulties ; 
when  we  were  made  sensible  of  the  need  of  legal  authority  resting  somew 
to  correct  abuses,  and  to  perfect  the  plan  of  Common  s^chool  education, 
our  ex|)ericnce  leads  us  still  iurther  back,  to  the  days  of  boyhood,  whe 
were  [lermitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  Common  Schools,  ihtn  conf< 
upon  the  community  Jn  contrasting  the  condition  of  the  means  of  educi 
in  these  difierent  periods,  we  are  gratified  to  observe,  that  the  march  o: 
provenient  is  onward — ^that  a  vast  improvement,  in  the  means  of  educatioi 
already  taken  place. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  schools,  in  town,  tbe  past  year,  we  car 
with  much  satisfaction,  that  they  have,  coUedwdy,  succeeded  better,  than 
have  in  any  former  year,  since  it  has  been  our  duty  to  superintend  them 
teachers  have  exhibited  a  hi;: her  order  of  qualifications,  and  have  manifes 
better  knowledge  of  their  duties,  than  has  been  common  with  our  tea* 
heretofore ;  they  have,  in  every  instance,  tho  last  .^ear,  for  the  first  time,  ot 
ed  their  certificate  before  commencing  their  schools.  The  prudential  cor 
tees  havej  in  every  mstance,  cheerfully  coo|)erated  with  the  town  comni 
This,  too,  is  an  honorahle  exception  to  any  former  year.    *    *    * 

*  •  #  j^i^Q  principal  ^dtfeds  in  tbe  means  of*^  education,"  which  stil 
ist,  we  will  endeavor  to  notice.  And  first,  the  inadequacy  of  teachers, 
do  not,  generally,  fail  in  their  literary  acquirements ;  but  many  of  them  d 
possess  an  aptitude  to  teach.  They  often  lack  an  interest  in  the  pursuil 
almost  all  want  experience  in  the  business.  Having  resorted  to  the  bus 
as  a  temporary  expedient,  to  procure  money,  instead  of  adopting  it  as  a  cc 
they  cannot  be  expected  to  feel  that  interest  in  the  school,  which  they  \ 
feel,  were  it  the  profession  of  their  choice.  *  *  *  This  is  a  eeneral 
.  that  has  always  existed,  and  always  will  exist,  until  the  public  shall  remed 
evil,  by  presenting  proper  inducements  to  men  of  learning,  of  talent,  a 
enterprise,  to  make  teaching  a  profession,  and  devote  themselves,  heart 
the  work.  But  so  long  as  parents  manifest  less  solicitude  to  obtain  an  e] 
enced  and  talented  teacher  for  their  children — who  is  to  mould  their  [j 
minds  for  future  weal  or  wo,  perhaps — than  they  do  to  procure  a  skilful  y 
man  to  fit  a  garment,  so  long  will  our  schools  suffer  for  the  want  of  com[ 
teachers.  Especially,  so  long  as  they  are  more  willing  to  render  a  fair  i 
neration  to  the  latter  than  to  the  former,  for  his  services. 

Another  great  evil,  is  the  want  of  interest  in  the  parents  and  guardia 
the  children.    They  are  culpably  negligent,  in  many  particulars.    Thex 
many  parents,  who  do  not  seem  to  be  aware,  that  knowledge  is  to  be  acq 
only  by  opportunity  and  application.    Hence,  tho  children  are  sufifered 
absent  half  of  the  time,  and  tarc^  the  other  half;  and,  if  they  are  so  coi 
rate  as  to  send  them  to  school  occasionaUyj  a  certain  amount  of  know 
must  be  put  into  their  heads  by  the  teacher,  toith  or  without  the  help  of  I 
OS  the  case  may  happen.    And  if  they  afford  them  hooks,  they  seem  to 
they  have  discharged  all  the  duties  devolving  on  them ;  and  if  the  teacl 
faiUifvl  to  discharge  his  duties,  the  scholars  must  learn  ;  whether  the  boo] 
uniform,  so  that  twenty  scholars  can  be  classed  together,  and  receive,  colle^ 
the  whole  attention  of  tbe  teacher,  in  any  particular  study,  for  a  certain 
or,  whether  they  are  diverse,  and,  consequently,  not  being  classed,  each  s< 
must,  separately,  receive  a  twentieth  part  of  the  attention  of  the  teacher. 

Your  committee  have  always  had  an  established  list  of  books,  best  ad 
to  the  wants  of  the  scholars,  to  be  used  in  school.    They  have  endeavo 
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introduce,  by  degrees,  the  required  books,  as  the  old  ones  were  replaced  by 
new  ooe&  Yet  there  are  only  two  schools  in  town,  where  they  have  effected 
a  complete  uniformity  in  the  books.  In  some  of  the  districts  the  diversity  is  as 
great  as  over,  and  it  would  seem  that  no  pains  have  been  taken  to  observe  the 
requirements  of  the  committee.  If  a  (jieography  were  necessary,  they  seem  to 
ac^  in  the  procurement  of  it,  as  though  they  thought  that  any  author  would  do, 
if  it  be  a  geography.  It  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
only  way  to  remedy  this  defect,  is  to  have  the  committee  adopt  a  more  rigid 
course  hereafter,  and  insist  upon  the  requirements  of  the  law,  excluding  every 
book  that  is  not,  the  kind  required. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  that  attended  school  in  town,  the  summer 
term,  last  year,  was  about  500 ;  the  average  attendance  about  350, — making 
about  1.50  absent  every  day,  or  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  The  town 
raised,  the  last  year,  $1,0U0  for  the  support  of  schools;  of  course,  thirty  per 
cent,  or  $:{C0,  was  thrown  away  by  that  waste  of  time.  And  there  are  other 
consequences,  growing  out  of  such  irregular  attendance,  quite  as  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  education,  as  the  loss  of  the  time  to  the  scholar. 

In  suggesting  plans  for  improvement,  your  committee  would  say,  that  to 
remedy  the  evils  spoken  of  would  be  the  first,  and  most  desirable  object.    *    * 

For  this  end,  let  parents  make  it  a  rule  to  visit  the  schooN  Oircasionally.  Es- 
pecially, let  them  go  in  at  the  stated  visitations  of  the  committee.  It  would 
have  an  important  influence  on  the  scholars.  It  would  attach,  in  their  minds, 
an  importance  to  the  means  of  education ;  and  they  would,  consequently,  put 
forth  greater  efllbrt  in  the  prosecution  of  their  e>tudies.    *    *    • 

Let  the  parents,  also,  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  the  instructors.  It 
would  encourage  them  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties.  By  such  an  ac- 
quaintance they  would  better  understand  each  other^s  views  and  feelings  in 
relation  to  the  school,  and  especially  respecting  the  management  of  their  own 
children.  It  would  prevent  that  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  parents  against  the 
teacher,  too  often  created  by  the  misrepresentation  of  the  children  ;  and  which, 
more  than  any  thing  else,  in  our  opinion,  serves  to  destroy  the  discipline  and 
harmony,  and,  coruequenUyi  the  improve :nent  of  the  schools.  For,  no  sooner 
does  an  unruly  scholar  know  that  his  parents  side  with  him  against  the  teacher, 
(and  he  will  very  soon  find  it  out,)  than  he  finds  hiaiself  licensed  to  resist  and 
thwart  the  teacher,  in  every  attempt  to  regulate  and  improve  the  school.  We 
have  seen  the  untiring  efforts  of  a  skilful  teacher  rendered  nearly  useless  under 
these  circumstances. 

Another  plan  of  improvement,  which  yoiu*  committee  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest to  your  consideration,  is  the  procurement  of  school  apparatus  in  each  dis- 
trict. The  law  allows  such  an  expenditure  to  be  made  by  the  districts.  Some 
of  the  districts  in  town  have  not  even  that  nmple  apparalus^  the  black-board; 
and,  though  simple,  of  great  utility  in  school.  It  is  a  tact,  worthy  of  notice,  that 
the  three  districts  in  town  that  have  no  black-board,  are  the  most  backward  in 
town  ;  not  that  the  want  of  one  is  the  whole  cause  of  the  backwardness;  but 
the  lack  of  the  small  amount  of  interest,  necessary  to  procure  one,  we  think,  is 
sufilcient  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  any  school.  As  the  subject  of  the  scholar's 
study  is  delineated  in  books,  he  often  gets  a  vague  and  indistinct  notion  of  it ; 
when,  by  the  help  of  visible  illustrations,  he  might  acquire  a  perfect  understand- 
ing at  a  glance.  We  may  read  or  hear  the  descrintion  of  a  distant  city,  or  a 
mountain,  or  a  landscape,  but  our  impressions  will  be  faint  and  transitory.  But 
if  we  should  go  and  behold  them,  our  impressions  would  be  deep  and  abiding. 
We  bave  but  one  school  in  town  supplied  with  any  tolerable  amount  of  appa- 
ratus, and  the  success  of  that  school  is  far  greater  than  of  any  other.  .*    *    ^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Stkpbxh  Husk. 


(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Sammer,  150— In  Winter,  169. 

(3)  Average  attendaace  ia  the  Sehoolf— In  Summer  119— In  Winter,  117. 
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(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  yean  of  age  in  the  town,  19ft— No.  of  penoni  und 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  1 

(5)  Aggieg^le  length  of  the  Schools,  23  mtbs.  14  days — ^In  Summer,  14  14-*In  Winter,  9. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.   — F.  4. — ^No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintcr^M.  3— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  jpl5  33— To  Females,  KK 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $8  00 — Of  Females,  $i  75. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board.— Of  Males,  $11 SS — Of  Females,  ^5 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  ineluding  only  the  wag 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eontributed  for  Public  Schools, 

(12),  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  numb 
Scholars,         . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Con 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3^. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  SO.— Aj 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^91  60. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .— Ineome  from  some,  $ 


USED.— Spetftf^p— Perry's,  Worcester's  Primer.     Readifig^^Bibiet  Porter's 
>ader.  Introduction  to  English  Reader,  Young  Reader.    Grammar— Smith's 


Books 
tofical  Reader, 

Brown's.  Geoj^rapAv— Parley's  and  Olney's.  ilrtt/imf/iG^— Colburn's,  Greenleaf's,  Si 
and  Adaois'.  All  omers— Goodrich's  History,  Robbins'  Ancient  and  Mo<lern  History,  V 
on  the  Mind,  Comstbck's  Chemistry,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Burrett's  Astronomy,  Phelp's  Bo 


Selections  frou  Report.  *  *  *  We  think  many  of  otir  scholars, 
ticularly  those  under  fotirteen  years  of  age,  have  too  many  alvdies  at  one  1 
Orthography,  which  comprehends  every  thing  in  relation  to  the  sounds  o; 
letters,  their  division  into  vowels  and  consonants,  and  spelling,  with  rea 
all  should  attend  to ;  and,  as  they  advance,  writing,  grammar,  geography 
arithmetic ;  and,  when  these  branches  are  weU  ututerHoodf  history,  philosc 
algebra,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  &c.  deserve  the  attention  of  the  scholar.  But 
absolutely  impossible  for  any  scholar  to  study,  to  advantage,  all  these  hrai 
at  the  same  time.  The  studies  should  not  be  so  numerous,  but  that  every  h 
can  be  well  got,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  perfectly  understood.  As  the  p 
finds  books,  and,  in  many  cases,  directs  the  studies  of  iiis  child,  it  is  impo 
to  the  cause  of  education,  that  he  be  well  informed  on  this  subject. 

There  is,  we  think,  with  parents  and  scholrtrs,  a  disposition  to  advanc 
fast, — thus  passing  over  important  branches  of  education,  without  that  ful 
complete  knowledge  of  them,  without  which  they  are  of  but  little  value  i 
business  of  life.  Any  branch  of  school  education,  half  learned,  imimrts 
or  no  benefit  to  the  scholar.  To  be  useful,  for  practical  purposes,  it  shou 
perfectly  understood.  The  scholar,  quite  too  soon,  gets  to  think  the  spe 
Dook  suited  only  for  classes  below  hitn,  and,  as  he  ^vances,  he  forms  the 
opinion  of  other  sttidies,  which  he  would  do  well  to  review  with  much  cai 
attention. 

We  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  prudential  committee  have  cooperatec 
us,  to  subserve  the  best  interest  of  our  schools.    *    *    • 

Our  system  of  Common  School  Education  is,  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
deemed  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  best  interests  of  its  citizen 
Board  of  Education  has  been  organized  by  law,  who  appoint  a  Secretary 
by  the  State,  whose  duty  it  is  to  *^  diffuse,  as  widely  as  possible,  throt 
every  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  information  of  the  most  approved  an 
cessful  methods  of  arranging  the  studies,  and  conducting  the  education, 
young,  to  the  end,  that  all  the  children  in  this  Commonwealth,  wbo  d 
upon  Common  Schools  for  instruction,  may  have  'the  best  education 
these  schools  can  be  made  to  impart."    *    *    We  doubt  not  that  every  < 
of  this  town  will  cheerfully  cooperate  with  the  Board  of  Education,  thei 
retary,  your  committee,  and  the  teachers  of  our  youth,  in  their  endeav 
realize  for  our  children  all  the  benefits  of  a  good  Common  School  Ed% 
Without  such  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  parent,  these  efforts  will 
produce  so  desirable  a  result.    All,  without  distinction,  are  entitled  to  th 
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efits  of  our  schoolsy  and  we  hope  all  will  be  diapoaed  to  avail  themaelvea  of 
their  priTilegesy  and  to  improve  their  advantagea.    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— F0RRS8T  Jxfferds,  E.  S.  Pbxlps. 


NP  WR  TTR  V  5  (^ )  Population,  3,771.    VulaaUon,  ^M/i^^  ^■ 

L^aJWDKJl^X^        .      .      .       J       ^y^^\^^  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  819— In  Winter,  750. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  Ml— In  Winter,  471. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  997«^— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     4— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  112  mths.  14  days— In  Summer,  75— In  Winter,  37  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  3— F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid,  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  5^5  66— To  Females,  5II  ^ 

(8)  Average  ^'alue  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %^  55— Of  Females,  %h  73. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  eiclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  %Vl  ll^Of  Females,  55  72. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised-  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  52,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  % 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  l.»— Aggregate  of  months  kepi,  12w— 'Average  number  of 

Scholars,  35.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  54^- 

(13)  No.  of  nnincorpoiated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2.— -Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  % 
(H)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  524,900  00.— Income  from  same,  51,245  00. 

Books  used.— iS|pe//utg>— Emerson's  New  National,  Lee's  do.,  Worcester's  Elementary 
DielioQary.  ^a<^tijj;|u.Nalional  Reader,  Introduction  to  do.,  Young  do ,  Child's  Guide,  Bible, 
and  Testament.  Grammar^— Frost's.  G^ojTaji/t^—Olney's  and  Parley's.  AriUhmtlic—^t^vOf 
leaf '«,  National,  and  Cdburn's  First  Lessons.  AU  ciher§ — Blake's  Natural  Philosophy,  Bai- 
ley's Algebra,  Flint's  Surveying,  Hildrelh's  View  of  the  U.  S. 

Ruf ARKS  — Some  scholars  attend  the  Public  Schools  who  are  under  4  years 
of  age,  and  some  who  are  over  16,  but  the  number  is  not  given.  Two  Private 
Schools  have  been  kept,  but  no  further  facts  are  stated  in  reference  to  them. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  To  the  foregoing  detaU  respecting  the 
several  schools,  the  committee  feel  called  upon  to  follow  out  the  requirement 
of  the  statute  before  quoted,  by  **  stating  such  fads  and  suggesiions  as  may  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  whole.  •  *  *  Though,  within  a  few  years,  several 
of  tlje  districts  have  provided  themselves  with  good  schoolhouses,  it  has  not 
escaped  the  observation  of  the  committee,  that,  in  other  districts,  something 
still  needs  to  be  done.  Several  of  the  schoolhouses,  in  their  present  stnte,  are 
totally  unfit  for  their  purpose.  Many  of  them  are  open  and  cold,  requiring,  in 
the  cold  weather,  lar^e  fires,  so  that  those  children,  who  happen  to  lie  seated 
near  them,  are  obliged  almost  to  undergo  a  process  of  roasting,  betore  the  teeth 
of  tbeir  more  remote  fellows  cease  to  chatter.  In  one  of  the  districts,  a  large 
uid  apparently  old  stove  was  continued  in  use,  as  it  was  supposed,  on  the  score 
of  economy ;  and,  when  visited  by  the  committee,  the  room  was  filled  with 
nnoke,  so  that  it  was  excessively  uncomfortable  to  lie  in  the  room,  and  the 
teacher  informed  us,  that  then,  the  room  was  in  better  than  ordinary  condition. 
It  would  be  almost  a  cruelty  to  require  aiudy^  under  such  circumstances;  and 
yet  this  was  the  place  of  study  for  more  than  half  a  hundred !  We  have  learned, 
within  a  week,  that  the  evil  continues  unabated. 

It  was  with  much  sorrow  that  the  committee  found  about  seventy-five  chil- 
dren, with  their  teacher,  in  a  building  formerly  used  as  a  carpenter's  shop,  this 
being  the  best  place,  to  be  obtained  in  the  district,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  children  during  their  first  efiS>rt8  to  learn  to  read.    Last  year,  the  same 
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ehildrwi  were  even  more  poorly  accommodated  in  another  building, 
without  much  exercise  of  the  iaocv,  might  be  easily  imaffined  to  ha^ 
ingeniously  contrived  to  make  children  dread  their  school,  hate  their 
and  lay  the  foundation  for  the  consumption.  Unless  it  ite  the  intention 
district  to  make  the  utter  destitution  of  comfort,  in  their  primary  scl 
incentive  to  effort,  on  the  part  of  their  children,  to  gain  a  place  in  the 
school, — unless  it  be  their  intention  to  make  the  first  acquaintance  < 
children,  with  school,  as  irksome  as  possible,  so  that  after  advantaffes 
pleasant  hy  eontrasi,  then  we  can  see  no  good  reason  for  the  attempt  to 
a  primary  school,  for  seventy-five  or  eighty  of  theur  children,  without  pr 
a  suitable  and  pleasant  room.  If  there  is  any  thing  in  the  influence  o 
impressions,  that  infiuence  should  certainly  be  secured  in  so  important 
ter  as  the  education  of  the  rising  generation. 

While  upon  this  point,  the  committee  would  suggest,  that  too  much 
tance  cannot  be  attached  to  the  pleasantness  and  convenience  of  the 
room.  To  be  sure,  good  poetry  may  have  been  written  in  a  prison,  b 
a  poet,  we  presume,  would  have  preferred  some  other  place.  Early  h 
neatness  and  good  order  are  of  no  little  consequence  to  the  young,  y( 
babits  cannot  well  be  promoted  in  places  which  are  themselves  dii 
which,  from  the  numerous  unsightly  marks  and  figures  observable,  pi 
themselves  to  have  been  scenes  of  confusion,  and  the  abodes  of  depravec 
Let  our  schoolhouses  be  made  neat  and  comfortable,  places  to  which  the 
shall  delight  to  resort,  and  you  study  econamff  as  well  as  good  taste ;  fo 
are  yexy  few  children,  either  large  or  smafl,  who  would  willingly  disfij 
injure  a  neal  room,  though  they  perhaps  could  discover  no  harm  in  mu 
a  gUHMM  one. 

Dittnd  Meetings.  The  committee  have  taken  some  pains  to  observe 
terest,  taken  by  several  districts,  in  their  district  meetings, — and,  so  far  i 
observation  goes,  they  are  most  culpably  neglected.  In  one  district,  i 
dozen  persons  met,  and,  after  waiting  some  time,  organized  the  meet! 
transacted  the  business,  and,  as  they  were  about  to  adjourn,  others  arriv 
.  in  time  to  learn  that  the  very  plan  they  disapproved  had  been  adopted 
meeting  was  dissolved ! 

In  another  district,  at  the  regular  annual  meeting,  there  were  not  < 
present  to  organize,  that  is,  to  choose  a  moderator  and  a  clerk,  and  the 
an  open  meetings  with  witnesses,  before  whom  the  clerk  should  be  swo 
second  meeting  was  called  by  the  clerk,  at  which,  by  the  efforts  of  an  i 
who,  being  confined  to  his  room,  resorted  to  the  expedient  of  rapping  u| 
window,  to  his  {passing  neighbors,  and  urging  them  to  attend  the  nieetu 
some  other  extra  efforts,  a  sufficient  number  were  present  to  organize,  i 
just  what  the  diatrid  did  not  wish  to  have  done.  Soon  after,  a  third  meet! 
called,  and  properly  attended,  and  verv  excellent  orrangements  were  ma 
the  result  has  been,  a  very  good  school  in  the  district. 

We  trust  this  is  not  a  picture  of  the  whole  town,  but,  until  our  citiz^r 
orally,  take  more  interest  in  district  affairs,  the  presumption  will  exirt 
minds  of  applicants  for  their  schools,  that  nlniost  any  thing  will  do  for  a 
master.  Let  parents  attend,  then,  these  meetings,  and  t>how  n  determini 
look  after  the  judicious  expenditures  of  their  hard-earned  money ;  U 
show  that  they  feel  the  importance  of  good  schools,  and  that  tliey  are 
mined  to  have  them,  and  they  take  a  very  ini|)ortunt  step  toward  hringinj 
these  results.  Until  they  do  this,  they  certamly  have  no  right  to  conipli 
their  money  is  misspent,  and  their  children  cheated  out  of  their  Icarninj 

Jlpffropriations  of  Money,  In  looking  over  the  Abstract  of  School  Retni 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  we  are  proud  to  p 
that  not  many  towns  in  the  Commonwealth—not  more  than  WO  or  '^5— 
priate  a  larger  sum,  in  proportion  to  their  valuation,  than  Newbury. 
money,  s|ient  properly,  in  this  way,  is  always  sure  to  bring  a  good  reti 
committee  would  suggest  to  the  town,  that  a  still  larger  sum  could  he  s 
good  advantage.  There  are  now,  in  only  two  of  the  districts,  schoo 
nearly  the  whole  year,  and  in  those  districts  the  primary  schools  are  hu 
only  during  the  warm  season.  As  soon  as  the  primary  schools  are  cloi 
principal  schools  become  so  crowded,  that  there  is  a  great  loss  of  sut 
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labor.  Ip  most  of  the  distripts,  the  term  of  school  does  not  exceed  six  or  seven 
rooDtba,  in  some  of  them,  four  or  five.  Now  if  a  slightly  increased  appropria- 
tion could  be  made  by  the  town,  either  by  raising  a  larger  sum,  or  by  turning 
into  tills  channel  any  puMic  funds  in  their  possession,  while  it  would  give  to 
tiie  tOHTti,  in  this  respect,  an  enviable  preeminence  in  the  Commonwealth,  it 
would  be  doing,  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  an  essential  service  to  our  Common 
Schools 

Sdedion  of  Ttachers,  By  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  it  now  stands,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  school  committees  to  contract  with  teachers  for  the 
?ario(i8  districts,  unless  the  town,  by  a  vote,  determines  that  the  prudential  com- 
mittees, as  heretofore,  shall  make  the  said  contracts.  Last  year,  without  discus- 
sion, this  town  voted  to  have  these  contracts  made  by  the  prudential  commit- 
tees. Without  wishing  to  extend  the  power  or  the  responsibilities  of  this 
Board,  or  their  successors,  your  committee  think  proper,  briefly  to  state  to  the 
town,  some  considerations  which  ought  delilierately  to  be  taken  into  account, 
before  deciding  this  question.  Where  the  teachers  are  engaged  by  the  pruden- 
tial committees,  it  usually  is  done  without  any  examination  on  their  part,  and 
oflen  several  weeks,  sometimes  several  months,  before  the  commencement  of 
the  school.  The  teacher  being  once  engaged,  the  Hoard  find  it  very  difficult  to 
exercise  their  veto^  even  if  the  teacher  is  not  such  a  person  as  they  would 
choose.  The  principle  of  veto  is  designed  for  extreme  cases,  and  if  a  teacher 
thus  appointed,  can  possibly  pass  the  limited  requirements  of  the  law,  in  a 
liUirary  \mni  of  view,  he  must  be  approbated,  even  if  they  have  some  scruples 
about  his  fitness  for  the  situation.  Sometimes  the  Hoard  are  placed  in  a  very 
embarrassing  predicament.  It  may  hapfien,  nay,  it  has  happened  more  tiian 
twice,  in  this  town,  that  a  teacher  has  been  engaged  by  the  prudential  commit- 
tee, some  weeks  or  months  beforehand,  and  on  the  Saturday  evening  before 
the  Monday  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the  school,  for  the  winter,  the 
teacher  elect  has  called  on  some  member  of  the  Hoard,  for  approbation..  The 
fact  being  known,  that  he  has  come,  at  considerable  expense,  tifly  or  a  hundred 
miles,  from  the  country,  or  the  college,  prepared  to  spend  the  winter ;— and, 
also,  the  fact  being  known,  that  the  district  have  made  their  arrangements  to 
have  the  school  commenced,  and  attended  according  to  appointment ;— and  fur-  « 
ther,  the  fact  being  known,  that  at  such  a  season  of  the  year,  the  best  teachers 
are  prolmbly  already  taken  up,  and  that  it  would  be  very  diflicult,  under  those 
circumstances,  at  short  notice,  to  obtain  a  better  one,  should  he  be  rejected — 
the  committee  are  thrown,  by  necessity,  upon  a  choice  of  evils,  and  taking 
ioto  account  the  odium  and  the  difficulty  of  a  veto,  they  approliate  the  man, 
even  when  they  would  be  the  last  to  employ  him.  Whereas,  if  the  election 
were  to  be  made  by  the  school  committee,  they  could  satisfy  themselves  of  the 
qualifications  of  the  candidate, — not  barely  as  touching  the  amount  of  literature 
possessed,  but  as  to  the  general  fabric  and  texture  of  his  character,  his  adap- 
tation to  the  situation,  &c. — before  proceeding  to  an  appointment ;  and,  as  they 
would  be  likely  to  have  a  large  number  of  applicants,  they  could  exercise  some- 
thing like  a  selection. 

It  may  I)e  said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  local  feeling  may  need  to  lie  consult- 
ed, that  a  district  may  have  its  preference,  and  may  know  best  its  resources, 
and  therefore  its  own  agent  should  make  the  appointment.  To  this  it  might 
j»e  replied,  that  in  case  of  local  preference,  if  there  were  any  good  reason  for 
it, the  Board  might  be  ma<le  to  understand  it,, and  thus  meet  the  wishes  of 
those  who  might  desire  to  be  consulted  At  any  rate,  there  should  somehow 
be  more  care  exercised  in  the  appointment  of  teachers,  than  we  havcThad  here- 
tofore,—imd  if  the  town  think  it  liest  that  the  prudential  committees  should 
still  contract  with  them,  (and  this  Hoard  are  not  prepared  to  say  positively  it  is 
tH)t  l)e8t,)  then  there  should  be  some  understanding  between  these  committees 
and  the  Board,  so  that  a  thorough  and  seasionable  examination  should  be  had, 
Ijefore  the  appointments  should  be  definitely  settled.  Whoever  may  constitute 
this  Hoard  during  the  ensuing  year,  this  committee  would  respectfully  sngjrest 
the  propriety  of  estaidishin;;  some  systematic  and  thorough  mode  of  examining 
the  camlidrtics,  who.«)e  merits  have  not  before  been  tested  in  the  tovirn,  in  ac- 
cordance with  tlie  slricl  UUer  of  the  law.    Let  tliis  once  be  understood,  and  more 
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than  one  half  of  those,  who  now  offer  tiiemaelves  as  school  teadiers,  wouk 
make  their  application  in  Newbury. 

Qucdificaiiana  of  Teachers.  Whoever  may  have  the  selection  of  teachers 
Board  would  take  leave  to  suggest,  that  somethinff  besides  the  bare  literar 
tainments,  and  a  ^  possession  of  a  rod  and  a  ferule,"  should  be  thought  ofi 
teacher.  His  character,  his  early  education,  his  habits,  and  his  future  ii 
tions,  all  should  come  into  the  'account  If  he  have  no  stability  and  manli 
of  character,  if  his  early  education  have  been  deficient,  or  if  be  receiver 
first  schooling  in  some  large  town  or  city,  and  never  has  been  accustomc 
the  routine  and  management  of  a  district  school,  if  his  habits  are  not  e: 
plary  and  praiseworthy,  and  if  he  have  no  intentions  with  regard  to  sc 
keeping,  aside  from  the  gaining  of  the  compensation,  if  he  cares  nothin| 
the  reputation  he  is  to  form  as  a  teacher,  if  he  has  no  love  for  the  employii 
aside  from  his  convenience  or  his  necessity,  then  we  say  emphatically, 
general  rule,  he  is  not  the  man.  Give  us  the  man  who  will  work  as  har< 
reputation  as  for  bank  notes ;  a  man  whose  conscience  has  as  much  control 
him  as  his  interest;  a  man  who  has  nerve,  energy,  priuciple,se]f  commanc 
self  respect ;  a  man  who  means  to  be  something,  by  beginning  right  and  p 
vering  unto  the  end ;  all  these,  joined  with  the  proper  literary  qualifical 
,and  uiat  man,  we  will  engage  beforehand,  shall  be  a  good  schoolmaster, 
undertakes  the  employment. 

We  make  but  one  suggestion  more.  It  is  this.  Parents  take  too  little  i 
est  in  the  Public  Schools ;  they  know  but  little  about  them,  except  as  they 
them  praised  or  censured  by  their  children.  The  committee,  m  their  v 
tions,  have  never  met  the  parents  in  the  school  room.  They  should  go  tl 
they  should  teach  their  children,  by  their  lively  interest,  that  they  consider 
schools  of  some  importance.  The  education  of  the  young  is  a  ^eat  and  i 
object,  and  when  parents  more  sensibly  feel  this,  and  act  upon  it,  we  sha 
then,  and  not  till  then,  a  progress  and  a  success  never  before  witnessed.  * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  —Leonard  Withiicgton,  John C.  March,  Hemrt  Du 
J08IAH  Little,  Stuart  Chase,  Puineas  Nichols,  David  P.  Page. 
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'  t       Number  of  Public  Schools,  16. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— Id  Summer,  1,049— In  Winter,  670. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summrr,  7G8 — In  Winter,  507. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,795. — No.  of  persons  u 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  4. — No.  over  16  yenn  of  age  who  attend  School,  9. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  137  mouths.— In  Summer,  89— In  Winter,  48. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  6— F.  14— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  6 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^50  00— To  Females,  JS^i 

(8)  Average  value  of  Uoard  per  month— Of  Males,  $8  00— Of  Females,  g5  23. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  Jjf42  00^-Of  Females,  Jj 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  (axes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  w£ 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $^,379  37. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5— All  fuel. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  nun 

Scholars,         .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 
(18)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  C< 

Schools,  19— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  228.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  848.—. 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^2,536. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  jjf 62,000  00.— Income  from  same,  $  . 

Books  used —fifpc//tng^— Franklin  Primer,  Young  Reader,  National  SpeHing  Book, 
the  Readins:  Books.    /Jedrfingf— Franklin  Prinirr,  Young  Render,  National  Spelling 
Analytical  Render,  Introduction  to  National  do..  National  do.,  Bible,  Testament,  Thon 
Seaions.    C^rafiMfiai^-Frost's,  Andrews'  and  Stoddard's  5  Thompson's  Seasons  and  Y 
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Nigbt  Tbougfatfl,  Ibr  Parsing^.    Oeo^aphy-^VaT\ey%  Olney's  aod  Atlas,  Malte-Bnm's.    ArUh' 
tnftie—Emersaa's,  Smith's,  Greenleaf 's,  Bailey's  Algebra.    AU  others — ^Parker's  Philosophy,- 
Pilars  Sarveyiiig,  Playfaii^s  Euclid,  Latin  Reader,  Ainsworth's  Dictionary,  Bennett's  Book- 
keeping, 8allust,  Greek. 


Aemarks. — ^  The  number  id  each  school  is  the  average  number  of  members^ 
and  not  of  aU  Ulose  who  attend  at  any  period  during  the  year.  The  Private 
Schools  have  no  connection  with  the  Public  Schools.  The  local  Fimds  con- 
sist of  1.  A  fund  of  about  fl^OOO,  the  income  of  which,  when  the  fund  shall 
have  accumulated  to  $15,000,  is  to  be  appropriated  t<»  the  support  of  a  Gram- 
mar School.  2.  The  Putnam  Fund,  estimated  at  $50,000,  in  1838.  The  income 
is  appropriated  by  the  donor  to  the  support  of  an  English  School,  to  be  kept  in 
Newbuiyport,  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  may  attend.  It  is  understood  that  the 
sehool  will  commence  when  the  trustees  have  an  excess,  over  the  $50,000,  suf- 
ficient to  purchuse  or  erect  suitable  buildings." 

Selections  from  Report.  •  *  •  On  the  whole,  the  condition  of  our 
schools  may  be  considered  satisfactory,  as  respects  a  comparison  with  former 
years,  and  with  other  towns  in  the  vicinity.  At  the  quarterly  examinations  for 
admission  to  the  high  school,  the  pupils  from  the  public  grammar  schools  bave, 
in  general,  manifested  as  great  proficiency  in  their  several  studies,  as  have  the 
applicants  of  similar  ages  from  the  Private  Schools.  Yet,  are  they  not  suscep- 
tible of  much  greater  improvement  ?  Our  local  situation  gives  us  advantages, 
possessed  by  few,  if  any,  other  towns.  Our  territorial  limits,  being  but  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  that  being  unimproved  for 
building  sites,  we  are  enabled  to  make  ample  provision  for  public  instruction, 
with  a  comparatively  limited  expense.  As  to  distance  from  school,  no  one  can 
scarcely  be  incommoded.  Freed,  too,  from  the  necessity  of  forming  small 
classes;  of  employing  male  teachers  to  instruct  the  very  small  children,  who 
are  usually  better  taught  by  females ;  or  females  to  teach,  in  part,  the  large  bo^s, 
as  is  frequently  the  case  in  district  schools,  ouglit  we  not  to  expect  and  require 
corresponding  improvements?  Every  child,  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
seven  years,  has  the  privilege  of  a  six-mouths  school,  within  a  few  rods  of  his 
or  her  residence.  Every  child,  of  seven  years  of  age,  may,  and  ought  to  be, 
qualified  to  be  admitted  to  the  writing  or  grammar  schools,  where,  in  a  few 
years,  be  may  be  fitted  for  the  high  schools.  Every  child,  then,  of  seven 
years  of  age,  male  and  female,  has,  or  might  have,  the  privilege  of  a  grammar 
school,  kept  through  the  year ;  and  the  attendance  might  be  enlarged  with  a 
proportionably  smcQl  increase  of  expense.  Some  benefits  might  probably  ac- 
crue from  partial  changes  in  the  system ;  but,  it  is  believed,  much  more  depends 
upon  its  proper  execution.    *    •    * 

Immediately  previous  to  the  last  two  years,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  com- 
plaints existed  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  frequent  change  of  l)ooks.  A 
system  of  advanced  studies,  as  they  were  considered,  had  been  introduced,  and 
the  subsequent  examinations  exhibited  a  lamentable  deficiency  in  the  exercises 
of  reading  and  spelling.  A  regular  and  simplified  course  of  class  books  was 
introduced,  and  thoroughness  and  frequent  reviews,  to  the  exclusion  of  apparent 
rapidity  of  progress.    Experience  has  sanctioned  the  utility  of  the  changes. 

In  the  high  school,  too,  we  are  not  aware  that  there  was  less  cause  of  com- 
plaint of  irregularity  of  attendance,  than  in  the  other  schools.  A  rule  was 
adopted,  as  a  condition  of  admittance,  (and  all  are  admitted  on  an  examination 
of  their  qualifications,)  that  if,  from  any  cause,  the  pupil  did  not,  or  could  not, 
attend  punctually  and  with  a  good  degree  of  constancy,  that  on  report  thereof 
to  the  committee,  his  seat  might  be  appropriated  to  a  new  member,  who  might 
wish  to  avail  himself  of  the  privileges  of  the  school;  and,  in  connection  with 
this,  we  approved  and  authorized  the  weekly  issue  of  cards,  or  tickets,  staling 
the  absence,  tardiness,  and  punishment,  if  any,  of  the  several  scholars.  These 
^rds  were  carried  home  to  the  parents,  by  them  endorsed,  as  evidence  of  their 
having  inspected  them,  and  were  then  returned  to  the  school.  The  number  of 
nwrnbers  m  the  school,  in  both  departments,  has  been  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  and  in  equal  divisions ;  and  the  absence  from  all  causes,  including 
■ickDeiB,  abeenoe  from  town,  and  other  reasonable  excuses,  has  been  but  about 
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five  to  each  school,  or  equivaleot  to  the  absence  of  each  pupil  one  half  d 
each  week,  of  eleven  half  days ;— (one  eleventh  part )  The  teachers  of 
schools  remark,  and  the  general  aliseuce  oi' tardy  marks  on  the  registers  s 
that  the  pupils  have  been  remarkably  punctual  in  their  attendance.  The 
tuality  and  constancy,  as  they  state,  clearly  prove,  that  absence  and  tan. 
are,  in  most  cases,  wholly  unnecessary,  and,  by  a  little  exertion  on  the  p 
parents  and  scholars,,  might  be,  in  almost  every  instance^  avoided.  We 
our  successors  may  extend  these  improvements  to  the  other  schools. 

The  regulation  of  the  committee  of  the  last  year,  authoriziuff  the  inflict 
corporal  punishment,  but  not  approving  its  frequent  use,  although  stror 
jections  were  then  prevalent  against  it,  has  been  continued,  and,  so  far  f 
are  advised,  without  complaint  The  teachers  were  advised  of,  and  undei 
their  liaiiilities  to  answer  to  the  law,  and  they  as  clearly  understood,  that,  i 
case  of  resistance  and  insubordination,  so  much  force  must  be  applied,  as  s 
be  necessary  to  enforce  cbedience  to  their  reasonable  requisitions.  F< 
past  year,  however,  the  instructers  of  the  male  high  schools  say,  that  the 
than  usual  interest  maniiested  by  parents,  and  their  more  cordial  coopei 
have  contriliuted,  not  a  little,  to  render  the  discipline  and  instruction  of 
scbools,  comparatively,  easy  and  pleasant    ^    *    * 

SCHOOL  COM3llTTEE.-^OHif  Merrill,  Hsnrt  Johmsor,  L.  F.  DiMMiCK, 
Tappan,  Isaac  U.  Boardman,  Eleazkr  JouH8oy,3d. 


n  f^  -wrrj  ET  -r^  \{^)  Population,  2,444.    Valoalion,  5447,295 

MX,\jyy Lj£a  X^       .      .       .       .      \       Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Suoimer,  20i-^ln  Winter,  137. 

(3)  Average  allendance  in  the  Schools-^ln  Summer,  125— hi  Winter,  78. 

(4)  Nol  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  216. — No.  of  persons  i 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Scho 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  22  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  17— In  Winter,  5 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  2^F. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^27  00— To  Females, , 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^12  00— Of  Females,  %h  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  5 18  00 — Of  Females,  % 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  w 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5430  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  % 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  -kept,      ^—Average 

Scholars,      — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Scbools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  C 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  6. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .— 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  5300  00.  ' 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %  . — Income  from  same,  % 

Books  used. — Spelling— Wehsier.    Reading^'Fini  Class  Book,  Young  Reader, 
mar— Mui  ray's,  Parker^s.      OeographY^-Oiaey's.     Arithmetic — Greenleaf's,    Smith' 
bum's. 

Rrmarks. — ^The  column  in  regard  to  ^unincorporated  Acadenfnes,  1 
Schools,"  &c.  is  not  filled  up.  It  is  stated,  however,  that,  **  generally,  a  1 
Female  School  is  taught  in  District  No.  1,  during  the  vacations  in  the 
Schools."  Also,  that  **a  Private  School,  of  about  thirty  scholars,  faai 
taught  two  quaiters  during  the  pnst  year,  at  the  expense  of  $150  per  qii 
U|)on  this  statement  the  Abstract  is  .made  as  nearly  correct  as  is  praci 
from  the  imperfect  data  given. 

The  town  appropriated  $Q0,  the  interest  of  the  Suiplus  JKeveauey  1 
support  of  schools. 
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SuECTTONis  tiLO'n  tiktotT.  The  school  committer  *  *  hare  visited  the 
schools,  at  the  coromenceinent  and  close,  and  at  such  times  duriiif  the  session, 
as^  in  their  opinion,  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  scholars.  They  have  eti- 
deavored  to  impress  u()on  the  minds  of  the  schokirs,  the  importance  of  a  good 
edacation,  and  the  only  means  by  which  it  can  be  obtained,  viz.  order,  a  cor* 
net  deportment,  and  a  close  attention  to  their  studies  vvhile  at  school. 

The  committee  think  that  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement,  in  all  the 
ficbools,  during  the  past  year.  *  *  This  school,  formerly,  was  one  of  the 
best  schools  in  the  state.  Now  it  will  hardly  compare  with  the  other  schools 
in  this  town,  which  do  not  receive  one  half  the  money.  Why  is  this  ?  There 
are  various  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  want  of  interest  in  the  school, 
on  the  part  of  parents.  Every  fiarent  who  wishes  his  child  to  advance  in  his 
studies,  should  ctee  that  he  attends  school  pundtudly,  that  he  does  not  play  the 
truant,  that  he  does  not  loiter  by  the  way,  and  enter  the  school  an  hour  or  iteo 
after  the  commencement  of  it  He  should  see  that  his  child  is  furnished  with 
the  proper  books,  and  that  he  studies  them.    *    *    * 

Buttheiuult  is  not  all  here.  We  have  not  had  compe/eni  teachers.  We 
have  cbtained  our  teachers  for  a  very  low  price ;  and  it  is  m  teaching,  as  in  all 
kinds  of  trade,  the  cheapest  workman  is  almost  always  the  dearest  to  his  em- 
ployer. This,  we  are  aware,  has  been  Irora  necessity ;  the  money  raised  lor 
schools,  has  been  so  little,  that  we  must  either  go  without  a  school,  a  large  part 
of  the  time,  or  procure  a  teacher  for  a  vei7  low  price. 

Let  us  pay  our  teacher  thirty  dollara  per  month,  instead  of  eighteen,  and  we 
should  assuredly  be  gainers  by  it  We  could  then  get  a  teftcher  toorth  thirty 
dollars.  But  if  we  will  not  give  that  sum,  he  will  not  stop  with  U8,  but  will  go 
where  he  can  get  it  We  have  long  enough  tried  a  cheap  teacher,  and  have 
keenly  felt  the  efifects  of  it  too.  To  show  the  state  of  our  schools,  I  will  re- 
mark, that  parents  have,  in  not  a  few  instances,  kept  their  children,  during  a 
whole  session  of  the  school,  at  home,  thinking  they  learned  more  evil  than 
good.  Now  this  oueht  not  to  be,  and  it  need  not  be.  Only  let  parents  interest 
themselves  in  the  education  of  their  children,  let  them  raise  more  money  tor  the 
support  of  schools,  and  feel  willing  to  pay  their  teacher  a  lair  compensation, 
let  us  be  careful  in  our  (^election  of  a  teacher,  and  .the  state  of  our  schools  will 
be  changed.  There  is,  in  our  schools,  material  enough  to  work  upon,  and  all 
we  need  is  skilful  workmen.    *    »    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— WiLLARD  Holbrook,  Cuarlks  Proctor,  Green  leaf 
Chenet. 


SAT  PM  i^^^  Population,  14,985.    Valuation,  58,£15,091  75. 

^^"»       ......      J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  16. 

(!)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  1,673— In  Winter,  1,673. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  1,309 — In  Winter,  1,309. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  3,756. — No.  of  persons  und^r  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  204  mths.— Irt  Summer,  103— In  Winter,  101. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  11— F.  ]9.^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^M.  1 1— F.  19. 
(I)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  5^^  ^^ — ^*^  Females,  ^1074. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5 16  00— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^45  65— Of  Females,  jJ4  74. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^  10,825  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Pulilic  Schools,  jf 

(IS)  No.  of  ioeorporated  Academies,      .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,         .—'Average  No.  of 
Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Scbool8,53.— Aggregate  6f  months  k6pt,060.'— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  1,200. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuitioji,  f  18,<XX)  CO. 

(14)  Amoont  of  Loeal  Funds^  g  w— Incoma  ilrom  same,  g 
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Books  utSD.*-iSM^— I*^-  York  Spelling  Book,  My  First  Book,  Worcester*!  Dietic 
Reading'-'Moani  Veroon  Junior  Reader,  Bible,  Youne  Reader,  Worcester's  Sd  and  4ih  f 
American  Ist  Class  Book,  Reader's  Manual,  Colbuin^s  Ist  Lessons,  Reference  Book  ( 
mar — Parker's  1st  and  Xd  part,  and  Composition.  C^MgrapAy-^mith's,  Smiley's,  Worcc 
Ancient  and  Modem,  HalFs,  Child's.  Ariihmetie^Emvnon't  ist,  2d  and  3d  ParU,  Coibun 
tellectual.  All  o£Aers— Andrews'  and  SUtddard's  Latin  Grammar,  Andi;ews'  1st  Le: 
Latin  Reader,  Exercises.  Csesar's  Commentaries,  Cicero's  Orations,  Virgil,  Nepbs,  ] 
Greek  Grammar,  Greek  Dilectory,  Jacobs'  Greek  Reader,  Greek  Testament,  Fisk's  < 
Exercises,  Totten's  Algebra,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Parker's  Philosophy,  Colbuni 
quel  and  Algebra. 

Remarks. — ^Thera  may  be  an  error  in  the  items  of  **  value  of  board," 
^  value  of  board  exclusive  of  wages,"  as  the  corresponding  columns  ii 
blank  are  not  filled. 

Sklections  from  Report.  (Made  hy  the  Mayor  of  the  eUy,  Hoir.  S.  C.  1 
LIPS.)  •  *  *  In  relation  to  the  Public  Schools,  I  owe  it  to  the  school 
mittee  of  the  past  year  to  bear  my  official  testimony  to  the  fidelity  and  m 
ity  with  which  they  have  performed  their  duties,  and  still  more  to  comma 
the  public  notice  the  decided  and  effective  policy  to  which  they  hav 
hered.    *    •    • 

A  moderate  addition  to  the  salaries  of  all  the  male  teachers,  with  one  e 
tion,  was  authorized  at  the  commencement  of  the  year. —    •    «    * 

•  *  •  A  portion  of  them  [female  teachers]  have  recently  urged  a 
for  an  increase,  which  was  postponed  for  the  consideration  of  the  next 
mittee.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  the  time  has  arrived,  or 
preaching,  when  a  just  regard  to  the  increased  qualifications  of  this  inten 
and  valuable  class  of  teachers  will  not  be  without  its  influence.  The  apj 
ment  of  female  assistants,  as  required  by  law,  has  been  carried  into  effect 
the  schools,  and  at  the  close  of  the  quarter,  which  has  recently  expire 
sub-committees  all  reported,  that  it  had  not  been  attended  with  any  difiici 
and  had  been  productive  of  unquestionable  benefits.    *    *    * 

In  the  schoolhouse  in  Dean  street,  an  additional  story  has  been  er 
which  furnishes  a  spacious,  airy,  and  convenient  school  room  above, 
below,  in  addition  to  the  old  school  room,  a  recitation  room  has  been  fittc 
which  answers  an  important  purpose  under  the  new  organization  of  the  s 
This  organization,  which  has  been  successfully  introduced,  and  may  serv 
precedent  for  general  adoption,  deserves  to  be  described.    Like  most  prt 
improvements,  it  was  partially  suggested  by  the  circumstances  under  wi 
originated.    The  West  schoolhouse,  as  first  built,  contained  but  a  single 
sufficient  to  accommodate  one  hundred  and  twenty  scholars.    The  en 
ment  of  tl^e  building  became  necessary,  in  consequence  of  an  increase  of 
cations  for  admission,  beyond  the  number  that  couM  be  accommodated, 
considering  a  petition  for  the  erection  of  another  schoolhouse  in  a  dii 
part  of  the  district,  it  was  decided  by  the  committee  to  be  not  only  thi 
economical,  but  in  other  respects  tiie  most  advantageous  plan,  to  add  ai 
large  apartment  to  the  present  building,  to  furnish  two  female  assistant 
by  providing  a  recitation  room,  to  enable  one  of  the  teachers  to  be  com 
employed,  without  suffering  or  causing  interruption,  in  examining  clai 
their  lessons,  while  the  others  should  maintain  an  undisturbed  oversight 
studies  of  the  school.    It  was  further  deemed  expedient  to  constitute  tl 
mary  school,  kept  in  an  adjoining  building,  a  branch  of  this  school,  thus  i\ 
in  effect  one  school  in  three  departments,  all  equally  under  the  general 
tion  of  the  principal  teacher,  and  each  under  the  particular  charge  of  an 
ant.    The  plan  has  now  been  sufficiently  tried,  and  all  branches  of  the 
exhibit  satisfactory  evidence  of  its  beneficial  operation.    The  principal  U 
by  resorting  to  the  recitation  room,  can  devote  himself  much  more  effi 
to  the  older  classes,  the  female  assistants  are  found  entirely  competent 
form  all  the  duties  which  he  has  transferred  to  them,  and  the  younger  sc 
no  longer  suffering  from  the  depression  and  neglect,  which,  however 
servedly,  have  constantly  operated  as  a  clog  upon  the  primary  school 
share  the  common  spirit,  and  become  regularly  and  uniformly  qualif 
advancement    The  success  of  this  expenment  has  satisfied  the  com 
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that,  in  a  building  properly  constructed,  containing  two  or  three  rooms  for 
study,  with  adjoining  recitation  rooms,  at  least  three  hundred  scholars  may  be 
placed  under  the  charge  of  one  male  teacher,  with  three  or  more  femiile  assist- 
aots;  and  that,  in  this  mode,  while  the  expense  of  instruction  par  capUa^  making 
a  proper  estimate  of  salaries,  rent  of  building,  fuel,  &c.,  will  full  below  rather 
than  exceed  what  is  now  paid,  there  will  also  be  introduced  such  an  economy 
of  time  and  labor  in  various  particulars,  in  respect  alike  to  teachers  and  schol- 
ars, there  will  be  infused  such  a  spirit  into  the  several  departments,  and  there 
will  be  so  little  difficulty  in  the  application  of  a  simple  and  complete  system  to 
the  entire  establishment,  that  the  most  impcntant  advantages,  obviously  unat- 
tainable under  a  difiereut  arrangement,  may  easily  be  secured.    *    *    * 

A  revision  of  the  text  books  and  of  the  course  of  studies,  in  the  several 
schools,  is  one  of  the  objects  which  have  received  the  particular  attention  of  the 
late  school  committee.  Some  changes  have  been  made,  and  others  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  their  successors.  An  examination  has  been  made  of  the 
plan  for  a  school  library,  as  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  re- 
sult of  that  examination  has  been  recently  conveyed  to  the  Legislature  in  an 
earnest  remonstrance  against  the  abolition  of  that  Hoard,  as  involving,  among 
other  consequences,  the  frustration  of  a  design,  which  has  proceeded  from  the 
wisest  counsels,  and  will  be  executed  by  the  best  talents  of  the  State ;  and 
which  is  believed  to  be  adapted,  in  its  moral  tone,  in  its  literary  merits,  and  in 
all  its  practical  tendencies,  to  elevate,  strengthen  and  adorn  the  character  of 
youth,  and  thus  to  advance  immeasurably  the  qualifications  for  manhood. 

During  the  year,  the  sum  of  $884  79,  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
city  liy  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  the  city's  share  of  the  annuid 
diTideuds  of  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund  for  1837  and  1838.  By  a  vote  of 
the  city  council,  in  manifest  compliance  with  the  design  of  the  State,  this 
amount  was  placed  at  the  control  of  the  school  cpmniittee  as  an  addition  to  the 
ordinary  appropriations ;  and  that  it  might  be  applied  to  some  special  object, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  a  sub-committee,  whose  report  has  been  pub- 
lished, it  was  decided  by  the  general  committee,  that  this  donation  should  be 
applied  in  part  to  the  support,  for  a  year,  at  the  Normal  School  in  Lexington, 
of  two  young  ladies,  to  be  selected  from  such  of  the  assistants,  or  older  schol- 
ars of  the  east  and  west  female  schools,  as  might  need,  and  would  desire  to' 
avail  themselves  of,  this  assistance,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  their  qualifi- 
cations for  future  service  in  the  Public  Schools.  This  grant  was  coupled  with 
stipulations,  that  the  amount  advanced  should  be  gradually  repaid  by  a  deduc- 
tion from  the  salaries  to  be  afterwards  allowed  them  as  assistants ;  so  that,  in 
effect,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  grant  would  prove  equivalent  to  a , 
loan,  and  would  enable  the  beneficiaries,  without  afiprehension,  to  anticipate 
their  own  resources,  and  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  committee,  to  continue  to 
provide  for  the  same  object  by  the  use  of  the  same  means.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— S.  C  Phillips,  Charles  W.  Upham.  Stepukn  Osbounb, 
Joseph  H.  Phippen,  Olitxr  Parsons,  Joseph  Hodges,  James  W.  Tnoiipsuif,  Jus.  E. , 
Pus,  Charles  W.  Palfrey,  Francis  A.  Parens,  Mich.  Carletun. 


SALT  ^'RTTRV  ^  ^  ^  ^  Popttlation,  2,675.    Valuation,  $bnjSdXi  00. 

)     •       •       •       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  616— In  Winter,  234. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  418 — In  Winter,  179. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years 'of  age  in  the  town,  699. — No.  of  persons  under  4 
X     years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  6. 

(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  66  mths.  7  days. — In  Summer,  40  26— lu  Winter,  15  9. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.  4^-F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  4 — F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  j^25  64— To  Females,  ^10 12. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %1 71— Of  Females,  $b  12. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  ezclosive  of  board— Of  Males,  %\1 33— Of  Females^  ^5  00. 
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» 

(10)  AmoPDt  of  mpney  rait^  by  ^l(et  for  the  support  of  Spbool«|  io^lodiiif  ooljr  the  mtq 

Tfaolieri,  hoard  and  fii^l,  ${J6iOO. 

(11)  Amouot  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  J^tS. 

(lt|  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       ^— Averag^e  1 
Scholars,     .*— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academieii,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong^  Coi 

Schools,  7. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  37|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  216. — A 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^90  16. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^       •— Income  from  same,  f 

Books  V4ED.-r**£f^//tiw— Emerson's  National,  and  Introduction.  iSeadtiig^^— Teatamen 
troduction  to  National  lieader,  Young  do.,  Putnam's  Sequel,  Porter's  Uheiohcal  Kead 
Crrumm'ir— Smith's.  <TtforrapAy— Parley's,  Briusniade's,  Otuev's.  AnihmeUc—Sm'tth^ft, 
burn's.  Emerson's  1st  and  Id  I'aris,  Grei^iileaf 's.  All  o</i«r«— History  of  U.  S.  by  Cood 
Blake's  Natural  Philosophy,  Wayland's  Moral  Science. 

Selections  trom  Report.  *  *  *  It  is  thought  that  yeiy  benefi 
results  would  be  generally  experienced,  by  the  youth  of  the  town,  if  suit: 
teachers  could  be  iiernmnently  secured,  by  the  several  districts.  Strangers, 
plying  for  employment  in  teaching,  may  appear  well  on  examiDntioii  bei 
your  committee,  as  it  re8|)ects  their  literary  qualifications,  and  they  may  cc 
well  recommended ;  but  on  trialj  they  not  unfrequeutly  fail  in  some  very 
portaiit  points.  Aptness  to  teach,  and  judgment  and  ability  to  govern,  can 
ascertained  to  be  |K)S6essed  by  an  individual,  onlv  b^  actual  experirni 
Whenever  it  is  found  that  a  teacher  has  these  qualifications,  which  are  ]n< 
pensubly  necessieiry  to  secure  success  in  his  employment,  it  is  the  decided  ofj 
ion  of  your  committee,  that  the  district,  where  such  an  iustructer  is  employ 
usually  su^itaius  a  very  severe  loss,  when,  at  the  expiration  of  the  quarter,  hi 

Eermitted  to  retire,  and  the  next  term  a  stranger  takes  his  place  It  sometin 
ap|)ens,  that  by  such  a  change,  the  wages  paid  the  teacher,  are  not  oi 
thrown  away,  but  a  positive  and  lasting  injury  is  inflicted  on  the  minds  of  i 
children  he  has  proflessed  to  instruct  The  only  practical  remedy  for  this  e^ 
is,  when  a  district  is  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  the  right  instnicter,  provided 
continues  faithful,  let  him,  if  possible,  be  retained  year  after  year.  But  to  i 
cure  {lermanen^  instruction  of  the  right  kind,  it  is  lielieved  that  a  higher  rate 
compensation  should  generally  be  afforded  to  those  who  are  adapted  and  qm 
fled,  and  will  lie  fiiithful  to  impart  such  instruction.  Ordinarily,  teachers 
Common  Schools  receive  no  higher  remuneration  for  their  services,  than  do 
the  common  laborer.  What  encouragement,  then,  is  held  out,  to  induce  inc 
viduHJs  who  (lossess  eminent  ability  and  talents,  to  engage  and  continue  in  tl 
important,  and  vastly  responsible  employment  of  schoolteaching?  It  may  , 
answered,  that  philanthropy  should  incite  them  to  this  work.  But  can 
rationally  be  expected,  that  they  should  care  more  for  the  improvement  of  tl 
children  of  others,  than  the  parents  themselves  of  those  children,  care  for  the 
improvement  ?  None  but  good  teachers  should  be  employed,  and  such  shou 
be  retained,  and  be  well  paid  for  their  services.  It  will,  in  the  end,  he  found  1 
be  the  cheapest.  Your 'children  will  reap  the  benefit.  When  this  state  < 
things  shall  take  place,  teaching  will  become  professional  hu:«ine88,  and  wi 
engage  the  minds  and  tidents  of  individuals,  who  are  now  called  to  fill  istjitiot; 
which  are  much  more  lucrative,  but  far  Uis  useful,  than  the  high  and  honorabi 
employmtrU  of  instructing  the  miitds  of  the  young.  For  want  of  this,  multitude 
of  youth  grow  up  to  manhood,  and  then,  through  the  mistake  irretrievald 
made  in  their  education,  they  fail  to  possess  that  discriminating  and  keen  in 
sight  into  men  and  things,  and  to  wield,  that  influence  in  the  cominiiuity,  h 
their  mental  power,  which  they  might  have  done,  had  they  received  tlie  requj 
site  training,  at  the  ))roper  season  of  life. 

Another  point  to  which  the  committee  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  thi 
town,  is  the  irregularity  ofatfendnnce  of  the  scholars,  in  the  several  di^Hcts,  *  ^ 
The  whole  nunibcr  of  scholars  who  have  been  connected  with  the  schools  ii 
the  various  dirstricts,  have  been  present,  in  their  respective  school  rooms,  onlj 
ft'jout  two  thirds  of  the  time  of  the  continuance  of  the  schools  severally.    Thii 
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shows  a  sad  deficiency,  in  regard  to  the  regular  attendance  of  those  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  schools.  No  diligence  of  a  teacher  can  supply  what 
is  thus  lost 

But  this  is  not  all ;  such  absences  distract  the  mind  of  the  scholar,  by  the 
frequent  chasms  which  are  thus  made  in  his  studies,  especially  if  he  is  connect- 
ed with  a  class ; — they  cause  his  thoughts  to  be  divided  between  his  books  and 
the  business  which  engages  his  attention,  a  part  of  the  time,  out  of  the  school, 
and  thus  the  interest  he  would  otherwise  feel  in  acquiring  knowledge,  is  essen- 
tially diminished,  and  he  makes  but  slow  progress,  when  he  ought  to  be  advan- 
cing rapidly.  We  exceedingly  regret  to  know,  and  to  have  to  say,  that  through 
the  irregular  attendance  of  the  scholars,  connected  with  the  several  schools  in 
town,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  very  many  years,  in  all,  of  valuable  in- 
struction, which  the  children  generally  might  have  received,  have  been  irrecov- 
erably lost.  To  this  lamentable  fact,  we  invite  the  special  attention  of  parents 
aDd  guardians.    They  alone  can  correct  this  prevailing  evil.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Bekj.  Sawyer,  Elijah  Mason,  Jamk?  F.  Wilcox. 


SAUC  TT^  5  ^'^  Population,  1,123.    Valuation,  5193,613  89. 

'  •       •       •       •       ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  257— In  Winter,  205. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  198 — In  Winter,  167. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  317. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—-No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  39  mths.— In  Summer,  24 — In  Winter,  15. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  5. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.   — F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — To  Males,  $        — To  Females,  ^16  60. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  g        — Of  Females,  $6  80. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board-^f  Males,  5         —Of  Females,  $9  80. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^850  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .—Average  No.  of 
Scholars,      . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,  . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition, '5 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .•— Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  usxo. — 8ptUing — ^Emerson's  National.  Reading— -^menoTi* 9  Reading  Books,  First 
Class  Book,  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Testament,  &c.  Grammar — Smith's.  Geography — Ol- 
^y'n  and  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Smith's,  Leonard's  Robinson's  and  Colburn's.  AU  others— 
Blake's  Astronomy,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Comstock's  Chemistry,  Good's  Book  of  Nature. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  *  •  On  the  whole,  we  survey,  with  satis- 
faction^  the  order  and  improvement  .of  our  Public  Schools,  the  past  year.  We 
canuot  but  think  that  the  labor  and  money  expended  have  been  judiciously 
applied.  In  looking  forward,  we  see  nothing  to  damp  our  feelings,  but  every 
thing  to  encourage  us.  Our  school  rooms  arc  now  in  the  best  order  and  re- 
pair, and  convenience  and  comfort  now  urge  the  steps  of  the  young  to  visit 
these  nurseries  of  the  mind. 

We  are  hanpy  to  say,  that  an  increasing  interest,  in  the  cause  of  education,  is 
(iiffusing  itself  through  the  community.  Parents  and  guardians  are  beginning 
to  feel  as  they  ought  to  feel  on  the  subject  of  youthful  improvement ;  and 
youthful  minds,  fired  with  the  same  electric  spark,  are  emulous  to  make  such 
displays  as  shall  meet  the  approbation  of  an  interested  public.  When  the  in- 
terest abroad  in  the  community,  on  this  subject,  shall  be  such  that  we  shall 
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resolve  ourselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  suhjeet  of  elem 
education,  then  shall  we  be  assured  of  success.    *    *    * 

Should  parents  discover  in  themselves  the  necessity  of  a  better  educati 
their  own  deficiency  Urge  them  to  make  up,  in  the  minds  of  their  chi 
what  they  lack  in  themselves.  The  child's  opportunities  are  now  goldc 
portunities,  soon  to  pass  away,  never  to  return. 

If  the  child  is  early  taught  the  value  of  time,  and  the  importance  of  n 
improvement,  it  is  highly  probable  that  time,  in  manhood,  will  not  be  » 
dered  away,  and  improvement  of  the  mind  will  not  be  held  a  thing*  of  tr 
consequence.  But  while  we  are  urging,  on  parents  and  children,  the  ir 
tance  of  close  attention  to  the  subject  of  education,  we  will  not  forget  the 
and  solemn  responsibility  which  must  ever  rest  on  those  whom  the  pub! 
trust  with  the  oversight  of  Public  Schools.  It  is  a  station  not  to  be  sought 
for  honor  or  profit,  but  yet  involving  duties,  the  discharge  of  which,  to  thi 
tuous  mind,  must  yield  no  ordinary  satisfaction. 

On  the  school  committee  much  is  depending ;  not  only  is  a  good  and  wc 
example  important  from  them,  but  such  moral  precepts  and  advice  as  wi 
worthy  the  attention  and  obedience  of  the  scholar.  A  word,  fitly  spokei 
oft  times  like  an  apple  of  gold.  Good  moral  instruction  is  of  the  greatest  im 
tance  to  the  mind  of  the  child,  and,  when  emanating  from  the  committer 
teacher,  is  generally  regarded  as  obligatory  on  the  pupil.  To  have  our  sch 
fountains  of  pure  moral  sentiment,  as  well  as  education,  is  to  have  a  doi 
duty  performed,  and  a  double  prize  won.  We  are  happy  to  say,  that  m 
culture  has  not  been  neglected  in  our  schools,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  itha 
increased  attention  will  be  given  to  it  in  future.  No  moral  feelings  can  be 
deeply  impressed  on  the  youthful  mind,  when  based  on  those  unchanged 
principles  of  truth,  love  to  Grod  and  love  to  man.    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE—Beitj.  F.  Newhall,  W.  P.  Newhall,  Abel  Newhal: 


TOPSFIELD  J  (1)  Population,  1,049.    Valuation,  Jf361,022  C8. 

'    '      *      '       *       Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  163— In  Winter,  224. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  109— In  Winter,  128. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  243.— No.  of  persons  unde 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  108  — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  3 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  27  mths.  2  days^In  Summer,  14 — In  Winter,  13  2. 
*  (6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  WinleN-M.  4— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males^  ^23  29— To  Females,  59  S 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  00— Of  Females,  $4,  lb. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\b  29— Of  Females,  54  5C 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5500  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .-—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  number  < 

Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commo 

Schools,  I.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9^.- Average  No.  of  Scholars,  44.— Aggre 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5670. 

(14)  Amount  of  Loeal  Funds,  5       .r-Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.- flfjjetfu^^-rEmcrson's.    i2«<u£tf^— Worcester's  Fourth  Class  Book,  Third 
Class  do.,  *"■  .<-»-.-— 

Olney' 
lor  small 

Remarks. — The  return  states  that  the  number  of  scholars,  oyer  16  years  of 
age,  i/vho  attended  school,  is  36;  but  it  adds,  that  this  includes  those  who  at- 
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tended  the  Academy.  This  is  a  misapprehension.  The  questions  refer  to  such 
only  as  attend  the  Public  {Schools,  and  are  )Bither  under  4  or  over  16  years  of 
age. 

The  blank  is  not  signed  by  the  Committee,  and,  of  coursei  there  is  no  attes- 
tation. 

Selections  from  Report.  ^  *  *  It  is  not  enough  that  the  inhabitants 
of  a  town  shall  authorize  a  few  individuals  to  engage  instructers,  to  teach  their 
children,  to  visit  the  schools  at  stated  times,  and  report  their  condition  at  the 
end  of  the  year — ^for  unless  the  active  cooperation  of  all  who  should  alike  be 
interested,  is  secured,  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of  their  labor  is  lost,  and  the  best 
schemes  for  elevating  the  standard  of  education  are  greatly  derauged,  if  not 
wholly  defeated.  To  this  existing  state  of  afiuirs,  we  would  earnestly,  yet  res- 
pectfully invite  your  attention,  and  although  a  disagreeable  truth,  yet  it  is  one 
which  must  not  be  concealed,  and  we  should  violate  our  own  consciences,  and 
abuse  the  trust  you  have  been  pleased  to  confide  to  our  keeping,  if,  from  its 
delicacy,  we  should  refuse  to  call  your  attention  to  some  of  its  most  important 
and  prominent  features.  We  are  aware  that  this  is  not  a  local,  but  a  general 
fault,  for  very  few  are  the  towns,  where  the  necessity  of  individual  eflTort  is  ap- 
preciated, and  acknowledged  by  an  exhibition  of  a  becoming  interest,  and  a 
corresponding  manifestation  of  personal  energy.  The  field  in  which  we  have 
been  required  to  labor  during  the  past  year,  though  always  important,  has  by 
the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  education,  become  more  interesting  and  greatly 
enlarged. 

*  ^  *  Our  Legislatures  have  latterly  directed  their  attention  to  Common 
Schools,  and  in  this  instance,  at  least,  have  given  indications  of  wisdom ;  their 
deliberations,  having  resulted  in  a  statute  which  defines  the  duties  of  towns  and 
their  committees,  and  requires  a  more  rigid  observance  of  such  laws  as  have 
heretofore  received  but  a  slight  notice,  or  were  entirely  disregarded,  it  is  the 
obvious  duty  of  every  man,  who  has  at  heart  the  welfare  of  his  species,  to  lend 
his  aid  and  influence  to  the  cause  of  education  ;  and  he  who,  from  indolence 
or  motives  of  policy,  refuses  to  devote  some  portion  of  his  time  to  the  support 
•  of  one  of  the  best  of  qauses,  must  necessarily  be  lacking  in  some  of  the  best 
qualities  that  pertain  to  the  character  of  an  exemplary  christian,  and  a  true 
philanthropist.  What  must  be  the  honest  opinion  of  every  competent  judge  in 
this  matter,  in  regard  to  the  man  to  whom  the  means  for  acquiring  a  respecta- 
ble or  thorough  education  has  been  liberally  dispensed,  and  who  should  feel  the 
importance  of  education,  and  yet  wishes  to  be  excused  from  the  plain  duty  of 
conducing  to  the  best  possible  good  of  the  rising  generation  ? 

SCHOOL  jDOMMITTEE.-J.  C.  Batchelder,  W.  MundaT;  W.  Rea,  J.  Wildes,  W. 
P.  Dodge. 


TjT-rr  ■sjTj  ATur  (  (n  Population,  698.    Valuation,  ^  157,407  13. 

yyi^jytlAM^     •      •      •      •       J       Number  of  PuWic  schools,  4. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  135— In  Winter,  210. 

(3)  Average  altendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  101 — In  Winter,  157. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  22d.--iNo.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  17. — No.  <JVer  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  27. 
(o)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  19  mths.  6  days. — In  Summer,  8  2 — In  Winter,  11  4. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Mates,  %20  00 — To  Females,  ^^14  60. 

(8)  Aveiage  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $Z  00— Of  Females,  $5  25. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  522  00— Of  Females,  ^9  25. 
(10)  Amount  uf  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools^  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $¥Xi. 
(U)  Amottot  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  coatributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 
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(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  nu 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academics,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong-  C 

Schools,  5. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  13^. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars^  111  — 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5122  70. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %         . — ^Income  from  same,  % 

Books  used. — Spelling — Cummings%  Walker's  Dictionary,  and  Reading   Lessons. 
iv^ — National  and  Young  Readers,  Introduction  to  National  do.,  Old  and   New  Testi 
Grammar — Smith's,  VValsh's  and  Greenleaf's.     GeograpkyO\ney*a  and  Parley's.      At 
tic — Smith's,  Colburn's,  and  Emerson's.    All  olliers — History  of  the  U.  States,  Watts 
Mind,  Geometry,  Book-keeping. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  *  •  Your  committee  are  of  the  opi 
that  more  interest  has  been  taken  in  our  schools  and  that  they  have  been 
more  flourishing  state,  than  in  former  years.  In  some  of  them,  at  least,  r 
competent  teachers  have  been  employed,  and  iio  teacher  has  been  dismi 
before  his  time  had  expired ;  and  a  good  degree  of  harmony,  ^nd  right  fee 
has  existed  between  teachers  and  pupils,  and  the  parents.  No  difficulty  in 
management  of  any  of  the  scholars  has  been  reported,  and  no  serious  iuten 
tion  has  occurred  in  any  of  the  schools.    *    *    * 

Your  committee,  however,  are  of  the  opinion,  that  our  Public  Schools 
not  what  they  ought  to  be,  and  that,  with  a  little  extra  effort  and  care,  t 
might  be  greatly  improved.  You  will  therefore  permit  us  to  suggest  a  1 
additional  considerations,  which  we  cannot  regard  as  unimportant,  or  inapp 
priate  to  the  present  occasion ;  and,  first,  as  it  respects  schoolhouses.  We  are 
Itware,  that,  in  order  for  any  community  to  have  flourishing  and  profltal 
schools,  it  is  necessary,  that  the  place  where  the  children  assemble  for  stu< 
should  be  made  attractive.  Aside  from  home  and  the  house  of  God,  wl 
places  of  resort  should  be  made  more  pleasant  and  desirable  for  the  youi 
than  the  school  room  ?  Instead  of  presenting,  externally  and  internally,  a  r 
pulsive  aspect,  should  they  not  be  rendered  as  alluring  as  possible  ?  Is  it  not  ir 
portant  that  each  schoolhouse  be  of  ample  dimensions,  pleasantly  and  heaiti 
fully  located,  well  built,  warmed,  ventilated,  admitting  enough,  but  not  tc 
much  light,  and  comfortably  fitted  up  with  seats,  writing  desks,  and  such  oth( 
conveniencies  as  will  rather  attract  than  repel  both  teachers  and  scholars 
That  our  schoolhouses  are  not  of  such  a  character,  we  are  all  of  us  ready  t 
admit.  We  regret  to  say,  that,  in  our  opinion,  something  ought  to  be  done,  ii 
each  district,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  scholars.  In  the  east  village 
the  school  has  been  kept  in  a  private  room,  and  attended  with  many  inconve 
niencies.  In  the  east  district,  besides  ill  constructed  seats,  and  other  disad 
vantages,  the  complaint  has  been  made,  that  the  school  was  driven  into  the 
street  by  smoke,  and  this,  in  some  of  the  coldest  weatheii;  in  the  winter. 
,  In  the  middle  district,  the  house,  which  is  very  old,  and  out  of  repair,  has 
been  much  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  the  school,  especially  during 
the  past  winter ;  and  not  a  little  inconvenience  was  experienced,  after  all  under 
seven  years  of  age  were  taken  out,  and  convened  in  another  building.  In  some 
parts  of  the  house,  three  Dr  four,  instead  of  two,  were  obliged  to  occupy  one 
seat  and  the  seats,  at  the  best,  are  said  to  be  uncomfortable. 

The  schoolhouse  in  the  west  district  also  needs  some  attention,  ifnot  n  new 
one  in  its  place.    The  exterior  does  not  reflect  much  honor  upon  us,  and  the 
internal  arrangement  is  def<dctive,  ifnot  decidedly  detrimental  to  the  health  and 
improvement  of  the  scholars.    Let  us  ask  ourselves,  whether  we  should  be 
willing  to  sit  six  hours,  day  after  day,  in  eitlier  of  these  houses,  and  whether  the 
money  annually  expended  for  instruction,  (to  say  nothing  of  other  sacrifices 
made,)  would  not  be  of  incalculably  more  benefit  to  the  rising  generation,  if 
schoolhouses  were  just  where  and  what  they  ought  to  be.    Secondly,  your 
committee  think  it  important,  not  only  that  good  accommodations  be  furnished 
for  the  scholars,  but  also  that  our  schools  be  supplied  with  competent  teach- 
ers.   *    *    * 

•    #    *    \yg  would  suggest,  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for  the  pruden- 
tial committee  to  suspend  a  positive  engagement,  till  they  ore  satisfied  the  can- 
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didate  possesses  the  qualifications,  requisite  for  the  station  he  proposes  to  fill ; 
or  at  lenst,  that  they  assure  hint  he  can  be  engaged  only  on  condition  that  he  re- 
ceives the  approbation  of  the  examining  comujittee,  betbre  he  opens  his  school ; 
and,  in  ordinary  cases,  we  recommend  that  candidates  be  presented  for  examina- 
tion some  time,  certainly  one  week,  previous  to  the  opening  of  their  schooL 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  stranger  to  call  abruptly  for  examination  and 
approval,  only  a  day  or  two  before  he  expects  to  begin  the  school.  The  com- 
mittee may  then  be  from  home,  they  may  not  be  able  to  come  together,  or  be 
so  engaged  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  be  thorough  in  the  examina- 
tion ;  and,  if  they  should  then  feel  dissatisfied,  they  and  the  candidate  will  be 
embarrassed,  and  they  must  either  place  in  the  school,  one,  whom  they  cannot 
approve,  or  defer  the  opening  of  the  school,  till  a  suitable  teacher  be  found, 
(which  may  not  be  easy  at  so  late  a  period,)— thereby  subjecting  the  district  to 
disappointment,  while  they,  perhaps,  incur  censure  for  discharging  what  they 
regard  as  an  important  duty.  Sometimes,  teachers  have  not  presented  them- 
selves for  examination,  till  some  days  after  they  actually  commenced  their 
school.  This  is  still  worse ;  it  is  an  evasion  of  the  laws ;  and  we  can  all  of  us 
readily  conceive  in  what  unpleasant  circumstances  all  parties  must  be  placed, 
if  the  teacher  should  then  be  found  incompetent  to  proceed  in  his  duties.  In 
such  a  case,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Before  a  teacher  enters  one  of  our  schools, 
it  is  desirable  we  should  know,  that  he  possesses  good  common  sense,  a  good 
education,  aptness  to  teach,  a  good  disposition,  self-control,  the  faculty  of  gov- 
erning his  scholars  so  as  to  gain  their  affections,  while,  at  th^  same  time,  he 
secures  their  implicit  obedience.  We  wish  to  know  whether,  if  he  has  taught 
before,  he  is  especially  fond  of  the  employment,  or  whether  he  engages  in  it 
from  mean  and  mercenary  motives.  We  wish  to  know,  whether  his  principles 
are  good,  whether  his  morals  are  pure  and  unexceptionable,  and  what  kind  of 
an  influence  he  is  likely  to  exert  on  the  school.  No  parent,  who  has  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  bcBt  welfare  of  his  children,  and  no  friend  to  the  young,  and  to  the 
interests  of  the  community,  will  wish  to  employ  an  immoral,  an  incompetent 
person,  to  instruct  in  the  district  school.    *    *    * 

Thirdly,  duty  of  ])arents.  Good  houses  and  good  teachers  will  not  avail, 
without  the  active  and  efficient  cooperation  of  parents  and  guardians  of  the 
young.  After  all  the  teacher's  efforts  to  have  a  good  school,  they  may  be  frus- 
trated by  the  influence  of  parents,  who  utter  ''a  few  words  of  complaint,"  against 
the  teacher  in  the  child's  hearing.  A  single  expression  of  willingness  to  take 
the  part  of  a  pupil,  should  any  difficulty  arise,  may  often  give  serious  incon- 
venience to  the  iustructer,  and  may  very  likely  create  the  nectssity  for  aevtriiy^ 
which  otherwise  would  not  be  called  for.  Again,  some  children  are  kept  at 
home  for  a  week  or  two,  after  the  school  begins ;  others  are  late  in  the  morning 
and  afternoon,  and  occasionally  absent  half  or  the  whole  of  a  day.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— D.  Mansfield,  William  Moulton,  Nathan  Jones,  Joel 
Kerney,  Stephen  Dudge. 
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'       (       Number  of  Public  SchooIS;  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  119 — In  Winter,  344. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  80 — In  Winter,  230. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  (own,  35d. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  28. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mths. — In  Summer,  11  21 — Iti  Winter,  19  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^I'o  Males,  ;^25  66 — To  Females, 5 12  13. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^7  33— Of  Females,  %b  92. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\^  23— Of  Females,  ^6  21. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[700. 
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(11)  Amount  of  board  and  foel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  jf 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    ^—Aggregate  of  monilis  kept,      .— Averag^e  nu 

Scholars,       .-^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong'  C 

Schools;  4.->-Aggfegate  of  months  kept,  21  j^. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  117. — : 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^274. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  H^         . — Income  from  same,  jf 

Books  used. — £(pe//tffg^— Lee's,  Worcester's  Primer.  Reading — ^Young  Readier,  Inti 
tion  to  National  do.  CrfOfiuna/^— Smith's.  Geoffraphy-^Fat\ey%  Woodbrid^e's  aud  Si 
^ri^me/ic— Colburn's  First  Lessons,  Emersou^s  and  Greenleaf's.  All  of/i«r«'-— Crood 
History  U.  S.,  Sullivan's  iVlitical  Class  Book,  Worcester's,  Webster's  and  Walker's  l>i 
aries. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  •  The  committee  would  state,  that 
have  found  the  condition  of  the  schools,  upon  the  whole,  slowly,  but  gradi 
improving.  In  some,  improvement  appeared  in  the  more  thorough  manoe 
which  the  scholars  had  been  disciplined,  especially  in  reading  and  spell 
and  the  sounds  of  letters;  an  improvement  which  the  committee  have  long  h 
urging  upon  teachers,  and  which  they  considered  to  be  of  the  most  impori 
character.  They  also  noticed  it  in  the  good  order  of  some  of  the  schools  : 
one  of  which,  they  understand,  it  was  secured  without  the  infliction  of  cor 
ral  punishment.  The  committee  would  not  censure  those  teachers,  who  hi 
used  it,  for  they  believe  that,  in  some  cases,  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  but  tl 
mention  it  as  shewing  that  credit  is  due  to  both  teacher  and  scholars,  wh( 
good  order  is  maintained  without  iL  Another  improvement  noticed,  was  t 
method  of  some,  of  communicating  impoiHant  knowledge  to  small  childn 
by  familiar  conversation,  and  by  questions  on  common  subjects. 

The  length  of  the  schools  the  past  year,  has  also  added  to  their  improvemei 
It  has  been  too  often  the  case,  that,  by  the  time  the  schools  were  in  succes^f 
operation,  the  money  appropriated  for  their  support,  was  expended.  Tm 
weeks  of  a  good  school,  at  its  close,  after  the  scholars  have  become  acquaiut€ 
with  their  teacher,  and  their  minds  have  become  habituated  to  good  disciplint 
are  worth  twice  that  number  at  its  commencement.    *    *    * 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  committee,  to  be  able  to  state  that  these  im 
provements  were  apparent  in  all  the  schools ;  but  they  were  not  The  succes 
of  most  of  them  has  been  seriously  impaired  by  irregularity  of  attendance 
Not  only  those  who  are  absent  sustain  loss,  but  the  arrangenbents  of  the  teachei 
are  broiten  up,  and  the  whole  school  is  injured.  Some  of  them,  too,  have  fail- 
ed of  success,  through  a  want  of  teachers  possessing  a  higher  standard  of  quali- 
fications.   *    *    * 

Another  important  defect,  and  one  which  occasions  as  great,  and  perhaps  a 
greater  loss  to  the  schools  than  any  other,  is  the  want  of  thorough  disciplinari- 
ans for  teachers.    The  scholars  are  too  often  permitted  to  hurry  through  book 
after  book,  without  mastering  their  contents,  and  from  one  branch  of  study  to 
another,  with,  at  best,  but  a  superficial  knowledge  pf  them.    It  is  for  this  rea- 
,  son,  that  we  so  seldom  find  instances  of  thorough  and  correct  scholarship  in 
'our  schools.    Other  defects,  which  might  be  named,  still  exist,  such  as  the 
condition  of  some  of  the  schoolhouses,  the  want  of  apparatus  for  illustrating 
the  various  branches  of  study  taught,  &c.,  which  a  moderate  expense  would 
remove. 

The  committee  will  now  call  the  attetition  of  the  town  to  what  tliey  believe 
to  be  the  reason  why  these  defects  are  not  removed ;  and  that  is,  the  want  in 
parents  themselves,  of  a  just  appreciation  of  the  value  of  Common  Schools. 
We  mean  of  their  value,  not  in  their  past  or  present  condition,  but  of  their 
value,  as  they  can  and  ought  to  be  conducted.    From  this,  directly  follows  the 
want  of  that  interest,  manifested  by  parents,  which  is  absolutdy  necessary  to 
their  success.    Your  committee  do  not  say,  tliat  parents  feel  no  interest  in  our 
schools,  for  they  know  that  every  parent  must  feel  deeply  interested  in  the  ed- 
ucation of  his  children.    And  they  believe,  too,  that  their  interest  is  increasing, 
as  was  manifested  the  past  year,  by  the  increased  liberality  with  which  moiney 
was  appropriated  for  the  support  of  schools.    This,  they  maintain,  a  a  wise 
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liberalilj,  and  they  rejoice  to  see  it  For  they  believe  that  every  dollar,  appro« 
priated  by  the  town  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  wisely  improved,  will  return 
to  them  ten-fold,  if  not  in  money,  in  the  increased  prosperity,  respectability  and 
happiDess  of  the  town.  , 

But  have  parents  further  manifested  their  interest  by  seeinfr  that  the  money 
appropriated  was  wisely  improved  ?  Have  they  sent  their  children  constantly 
aDd  punctually  to  school,  as  long  as  it  was  in  operation  ?  Let  the  registers, 
kept  by  the  teachers  in  the  schools,  answer  this  question.  *  *  Your  commit- 
tee are  aware,  that  causes,  over  which  parents  have  no  control,  necessarily  pro- 
duce some  irregularity  of  attendance ;  but  these  incidental  causes  will  not 
account  for  the  whole,  nor  even  for  much  the  largest  share  of  an  average  loss, 
io  all  the  schools,  which  is  nearly  33  per  cent 

Again,  have  parents  manifested  their  interest  in  schools,  by  visiting  them 
often  while  iti  operation,  and  by  attending  the  examinations,  to  witness  the 
conduct  of  their  own  children,  to  watch  their  progress,  and  to  compare  it  with 
that  of  other  children ;  to  learn  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  under 
which  the  teacher  labors,  and  to  give  him  their  aid  and  countenance  in  the 
management  and  government  of  their  children  ?  For  the  last  ten  years,  during 
which  one  of  your  committee  has  been  a  member  of  the  board,  it  is  not.recol- 
lected  that  ten  individuals,  who  had  children  there  at  the  time,  have  been  met 
in  all  their  visits  to  all  the  schools.    »    *    * 

Your  committee  would  ask  again,  has  sufficient  interest  been  manifested  by 
parents,  in  furnishing  their  schoolhouses  with  all  the  conveniences  necessary 
to  render  them,  not  only  comfortable  but  attractive  to  the  children,  and  with  all 
the  apparatus,  black-boards,  maps,  globes,  &c.  requisite  to  their  proficiency  in 
the  various  branches  of  study?  It  is,  perhaps,  in  the  want  of  some  of  these 
conveniences,  that  some  apology  may  bo  found  for  the  rare  appearance  of  a 
parent  in  the  school  room ;  for  there  are  few  parents  who  possess  the  moral 
courage  voluntarily  to  submit  themselves  to  the  torture  of  being  confined,  for 
any  length  of  time,  to  the  impure  air,  perhaps  the  smoke,  and  to  the  uncomfort- 
able seats  and  benches  in  some  of  the  schoolhouses  in  this  town.  And  as  to 
Bchool  apparatus,  we  find  no  article  whatever  in  any  of  our  schools,  except  here 
and  there  a  black-board,  or,  what  may  be  termed  in  some  of  them,  an  apology 
for  one,  which  some  teacher,  who  could  appreciate  its  value,  rather  than  have 
none,  has  procured  at  his  own  expense. 

Again,  have  parents  manifested  their  interest  in  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren, by  sustaining  the  committee  in  their  effi)rts  to  raise  the  qualifications  of 
teachers?  It  is  true,  that  in  all  instances  in  which  teachers,  who  have  been 
offered  for  examination,  have  been  rejected,  the  decision  of  the  committee  has 
been  submitted  to;  but  by  some,  they  fear,  with  a  very  bad  grace,  and  not 
without  attributing  to  the  committee  motives, by  which  they  are  entirely  uncon- 
scious of  having  been  actuated. 

If,  then,  such  has  been,  for  a  series  of  years,  the  want  of  interest  manifested 
by  parents,  is  it  strange  that  the  condition  of  the  schools  should  have  become 
neglected  ?  Is  it  strange  that  it  has  become  any  thing  but  what  it  should  be  ? 
For  if  parents  themselves  do  not  manifest  an  interest  in  them,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  others  will.  The  interest  of  neither  committees,  nor  teachers,  nor 
children,  can  be  made,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  surpass  that  of  parents. 

Let  the  committee  now  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  a  single  fact,  as  one 
result  of  this  neglect  of  our  Common  Schools.  '1  he  town  has  paid,  during  tlie 
last  ten  years,  for  teachers'  wages  alone,  including  both  Public  and  Private 
Schools,  not  less  than  $:(),000.  And,  as  far  us  your  committee  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  not  one  eighth  part  of  that  sum,  during  that  time,  has  been  paid 
for  teaching,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  to  your  own  sons  and  daughters^  who 
have  received  the  whole,  or  even  the  principal  part  of  their  education  in  this 
town,  and  for  the  sole  reason  that  teachers,  qualified  to  instruct  our  Common 
Schools,  could  not  be  found  in  the  town.  But  perhaps  it  moy  be  said,  we  need 
an  academy  to  sup))ly  this  defect.  It  is  true,  an  academy  might  furnish  teach- 
ers for  our  schools ;  but  is  there  not  danger  that  it  would  increase  the  very  evil 
We  wish  to  remedy  ?  By  transferring  the  interest,  together  with  the  children 
of  those  whose  wealth  and  influence  are  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  Com- 
mon Schools  to  an  academy,  te  which  the  poorer  classes  would  be  unable  to 
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send  their  children,  there  is  danger  that  the  condition  of  those  schools  would 
become  still  more  neglected  than  it  now  is,  and,  consequently,  the  distinction, 
between  rich  and  poor,  would  be  increased  by  the  greater  advantages  of  edu- 
cation, which  the  former  would  possess  over  the  latter. 

But,  is  it  asked,  how  shall  our  Common  Schools  be  made  what  the  wants  of 
the  people  demand  ?  We  answer,  let  the  town  begin  to-day,  by  appropriating 
liberally  for  the  support  of  schools.  Let  them  choose  a  committee,  not  only 
well  qualified,  but  who  are  sufficiently  interested  to  perform,  faithfully,  the  du- 
ties of  an  office,  in  importance  and  responsibility,  second  to  none,  in.  the  town. 

Let  the  people,  in  the  different  school  districts,  interest  themselves  in  the 
subject.  Let  them  see  that  their  schoolhouses  are  in  perfect  order,  neat,  con- 
venient and  comfortable ;  and  furnished  with  every  requisite,  necessary  to  ren- 
der the  situation  of  their  children,  while  there,  pleasant,  and  their  studies  pro- 
fitable. Let  them  see  tbat  their  children  are  sent  regularly,  and  punctually,  to 
school.  Every  consideration,  both  of  interest  and  duty,  demands  this  of  pa- 
rents. Let  parents,  too,  frequently  visit  the  schools.  This  manifests,  both  to 
teacher  and  scholars,  that  they  feel  an  interest  in  their  progress,  and  it  will  in- 
spire them  with  an  interest,  that  nothing  else  Can  give.  It  will  aid  much,  too, 
in  securing  the  teacher's  influence  and  authority  over  their  children,  without 
which,  whatever  may  be  his  qualifications,  his  label's  will  be  nullified.  Let 
them  see,  that  their  teachers  possess  mature  and  well-discipliped  minds,  or, 
they  may  be  assured,  that  the  minds  of  their  children  will  not  be  well  trained, 
and  that  the  knowledge  they  acquire  will  be  superficial  and  valueless. 

Let  them  see,  too,  tbat  their  teachers  exert  over  the  minds  of  their  children 
a  salutary  moral  influence. 

Your  committee  believe,  that  the  requirements  of  the  law,  on  this  subject, 
are  wise  and  salutary,  and  ought  not  to  be  neglected.  "  Knowledge  is  power," 
but  it  should  be  recollected,  that  it  is  power  to  do  evil  as  well  as  good ;  and 
that,  to  cultivate  the  intellect  to  tbe  neglect  of  the  moral  powers,  may  be  to 
confer,  both  on  the  child,  and  on  the  community  in  which  he  may  reside,  a 
curse,  rather  than  a  blessing.  Let,  then,  the  example  and  influence  of  all  your 
teachers  be  such  as,  with  the  cooperation  of  parents,  will  suppress  the  spirit  of 
insubordination  and  misrule,  which  too  oflen  manifests  itself  in  our  schools. 
Let  profaneness,  vulgarity,  rudeness  and  obscenity  be  banished  ;  let  the 
love  of  order,  of  truth,  of  justice  and  equity,  and  a  regard  for  the  rights  of  oth- 
ers ;  let  a  spirit  of  benevolence,  of  forbearance  under  injuries,  and  of  universal 
love  and  good  will  to  all  mankind,  be  inculcated  and  instilled  into  the  minds  of 
your  children,  both  at  home  and  in  the  school  room.    *    *    * 

The  committee  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  each  district's  procuring 
some  suitable  person  to  deliver  a  lecture  to  parents,  at  least  once  a  year,  on 
the  subject  of  Common  Schools.    *    *    * 

The  committee  will  close  their  report  with  one  additional  suggestion.  Let  - 
any  two  or  more  contiguous  school  districts  unite,  and  form  a  union  school  district 
Let  a  portion  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  support  of  schools,  in  each  district 
united  in  forming  the  union  district,  be  applied  for  the  support  of  a  school  to 
he  kept  by  a  male  in  the  centre  of  these  districts  for  the  larger  scholars.  Let 
the  remainder  be  applied  in  the  separate  districts  for  the  support  of  schools  to 
be  kept  entirely  by  females,  for  the  smaller  scholars.  The  committee  merely 
suggest  this  subject,  believing,  that,  if  it  were  properly  examined,  a  plan  of 
union  might  be  proposed,  which,  if  adopted,  would  result  in  incalculable  ad- 
vantage to  the  interests  of  the  children  of  this  town. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Isaac  Boyd,  J.  Q.  A.  Edgell. 
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ACTON  J  (I)  Population,  1,071.    ValuaUon,  5212,691  00. 

' ^       Namber  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  245^In  Winter,  S09. 
(9)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  168— In  Winter,  231. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  327. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  50. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  28. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  30  mths.  1  day— In  Summer,  17  24— In  Winter,  12  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   *-F.  6. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  6 — ^F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  jg[26  40— To  Females,  ^10  69. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $6  00— Of  Females,  $5  40. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  5^0  40— Of  Females,  $5  29. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;^625. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,         . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  f 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  90.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^26  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vszD.-^Spdlinff — Cummings\  Readit^^—Worcesier^s  First  Primer,  Emerson's  do., 
Yoaog  Reader,  National,  Introduction  to  same,  Khetorical,  Political  Class  Book,  New  Testa- 
ment. Grammar — Roswell  Smith's.  Geography — OIney's,  Malte- Brunts,  Koswell  Smith's, 
Worcester'*,  Peter  Parley's,  Woodbrid^e's.  ArUhmetic — Roswell  Smith's,  Adams',  Colburn's, 
Emenon's.    AU  others — Worcester's  History  U.  S  ,  Blair's  Philosophy.  Comstock's  do. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  Id  our  judgment,  the  town  has  been, 
the  past  year,  peculiarly  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  male  and  female. 
We  have,  in  former  years,  frequently  visited  these  schools,  and  we  truly  say, 
that,  considering  all  the  circumstances,  especially  the  extraordinary  shortness 
of  the  term  this  year,  we  have  never  seen  the  schools,  summer  and  winter,  ap- 
pear 80  well  as  they  have  the  past  year.    *    •    • 

*  *  By  subdividing  your  districts,  without  you  raise  considerably  more 
money,  there  will  be  a  certain  loss  to  your  children  of  the  blessings  of  Com- 
mon School  instruction.  We  advise  rather  that  you  have  better  schoolhouses, 
than  more  of  them,  and  longer  terms  of  instruction  than  shorter.  No  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth  more  directly  concern  the  prosperity,  the  moral  purity  and 
happiness  of  the  whole  people,  than  those  establishing  our  Common  Schools, 
and  regulating  and  improving  them.  These  Common  Schools  are  of  ^r  more 
importance  thim  all  our  academies,  and  colleges,  and  seminaries  of  learning. 
We  may  dispense  with  them  and  not  be  ruined ;  but  we  cannot  dispense  with 
our  Common  Schools,  and,  as  a  free  enlightened  community,  survive  the  los& 
l^t  them,  then,  be  attended  to.  Watch  over  your  Common  Schools,  and  remem- 
ber, the  more  they  are  visited  by  parents  and  committees,  the  more  they  will 
flourish  and  bless  the  land ;  and  the  more  they  are  neglected  by  both,  the 
worse  will  they  become.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMCTTEE.-James  T.  Woodbury. 
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JLiSUtSY^ I       Number  of  Public  Schoils,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  3!25~In  Winter,  381. 

(3)  Avcrag^e  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  240^— In  Winter,  257. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  319. — No.  of  persons  u 

3'ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Schoo 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  46  mths.— In  Summer,  24  21— .In  Winter,  20  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.     .— F.  9— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7 — F. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— >To  Males,  ^25  28-7>To  Females,  $^ 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^6  85— Of  Females,  $^  00- 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  j[18  43— Of  Females,  ${ 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wa| 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  ll|.— Average  numb 

Scholars,  45. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuitioQ,  ^380. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  proloog  Coo! 

Schools,  5. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  116. — A% 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $bl  44. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — ^Emerson's  North  American,  and  Introduction  to  do.  Readiz 
Worcester's  1st  and  2d  Parts,  Younf  Reader,  National  do.,  Introduction  to  do.  Gramme 
Smith's.  Geography — Parley's,  Smith's,  Malte-Bruu's  and  Olney's.  Arithmetic — Emers 
First  Part,  Colburn's  do.,  and  Adams'  New.  All  others — Goodrich's  History,  Blake's  Phi 
ophy,  Comstock's  Chemistry,  Watt's  on  the  Mind,  Co]burn's>  Algebra. 

REiiARK — ^The  income  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  expended  for  Scho< 
Amount  not  given. 

Selection?  from  Report.  *  *  *  Your  Committee  entered  upon  t 
duties  of  their  office  with  a  full  convificement  of  its  importance  and  respon 
bleness,  and  also  with  the  determination  to  do  all,  in  their  power,  towards  pr 
moting  the  prosperity  of  schools  and  the  great  interests  of  education.  Th 
moreover  entered  upon  their  work  with  the  unanimous  opinion,  that  it  wou 
be  necessary  to  propose  a  high  standard  in  the  qualification  of  teachers,  and 
see  that  there  be  an  increased  attention  in  all  the  schools  to  the  elementar 
fundamental  branches  of  education.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  would  conclude  this  part  of  their  report  with  recommenc 
ing  teachers'  meetings,  to  discuss  all  subjects  connected  with  the  governmet 
and  instruction  of  schools.  They  deem  them  of  great  importance.  In  a  tow 
where  they  were  held  one  year,  the  report  of  the  committee  says,  <<  to  tbes 
meetings,  more  than  to  any  other  separate  cause,  do  we  attribute  the  interes 
which  has  been  felt  by  the  instructers,  and  the  consequent  improvement  of  tht 
schools.".    *    *    * 

According  to  the  above  statement,  it  appears  that  the  school  terms  are  short 
particularly  in  the  winter,  when  they  do  not  average  more  than  eight  weeks.  1 
IS  hardly  to  be  expected  that  scholars  can  make  much  improvement  within 
that  period,  whereas,  by  four  or  five  weeks'  continuance,  they  would  reap  com- 
paratively greater  benefit  than  from  the  other  eight 

Your  committee  must  complain  of  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of  the 
pupils.  During  the  past  winter,  it  has  been,  in  a  measure,  unavoidable.  But 
the  returns  of  the  summer  schools  show  there  is  ground  for  such  a  complaint 
This  is  a  serious  evil.  Irregular  attendance  is  a  great  discouragement  to  the 
teacher,  an  interruption  to  the  studies  of  the  school,  and  a  hindrance  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  scholars.  Your  committee  would  earnestly  request  parents 
and  guardians  to  cooperate  in  removing  so  great  an  evil.  Let  them  be  willing 
to  make  sacrifices  for  the  good  of  their  children.  A  ^ood  education  is  all  the 
inheritance  that  many  parents  can  bequeath  to  their  children,  and,  without  that, 
all  worldly  possessions  are  of  but  little  valiie.    While,  therefore,  the  young  are 
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feyored  with  th6  opportunities  of  receiving  instruction  and  gaining  kfiowledge, 
to  fit  them  for  future  life,  they  ousht  to  be  permitted  to  improve  regularly  those 
seasons,  especially  as  their  schooiterms  are  so  short.  Their  attendance  sfiould 
be  as  eftated  as  possible,  and  a  portion  of  their  time  out  of  school  ought  to  be 
allowed  them  for  study.  Parents  will  lose  nothing  by  thus  aiding  their  chil- 
dren. Even  though  they  may  hire  a  little  more  on  their  farms,  in  their  stores,  or 
their  workshops,  they  will  surely  gain  in  the  end  by  allowing  their  children  to 
improve  their  ^r^sent  advantages  of  education ;  and  they  ought  to  consider 
what  incalculable'  benefit  they  are  thus  rendering  the  immortal  minds  commit- 
ted to  their  trust 

Your  committee  have  noticed,  in  some  schools,  the  absence  of  many  schol- 
ars on  days  of  examination.  On  many  accounts,  this  is  to  be  regretted ;  espe- 
cially is  it  a  source  of  great  discouragement  to  the  teacher.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  wouM  lay  this  grievance  before  parents,  and  beg  of  them  to  do  all  in 
their  power  towards  removing  the  grounds  for  it 

Your  committee  are  happy  to  state,  that,  in  many  of  the  schools,  there  is  a 
good  degree  of  uniformity  in  the  books  used  In  this  respect,  there  has  been  a 
manifest  improvement  within  few  years.  Still  there  exists  a  deficiency  in 
some  of  the  schools,  where  there  are  various  kinds  of  spelling  books  and  geog- 
raphies.   *    *    * 

It  has  often  been  asked,  <'  ought  the  Scriptures  to  be  used  in  schools,  and,  if 
so,  to  what  extent  ?"  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  they  ought  not  to  be 
adopted  as  a  general  reading  book,  and  yet  should  not  be  wholly  discarded. 
They  would  recommend,  that  they  be  read  once  or  twice  a  day  by  the  teacher 
and  first  class. 

**  Shall  the  higher  branches,  chemistry,  philosophy,  etc,  be  introduced  into 
Common  Schools,"  is  a  question  frequently  presented  to  a  school  committee 
for  consideration.  Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  have  them  in- 
troduced to  a  general  extent.  The  evils  are,  that  scholars  will  hurry  over  the 
elementary  branches,  deeming  them  of  inferior  importance,  and  they  will  occu- 
py too  much  of  the  teachers'  time.  But,  when  scholars  have  made  a  good  pro- 
ficiency in  the  common  branches,  and  have  but  few  opportunities  to  attend 
high  schools,  your  committee  would  say,  let  them  be  permitted  to  attend  to  the 
higher  studies,  if  they  wish ;  and,  where  the  number  of  scholars  is  small,  those 
studies  may  be  introduced,  if  they  do  not  draw  off  their  attention  too  much 
fit)m  other  lessons.    •    *    • 

Your  committee  would  also  speak  with  approbation  of  the  mode  adopted  in 
sonrie  of  the  schools,  *  *  of  explaining  the  meaning  of  words  and  terms, 
^hich  occur  not  only  in  reading,  but  in  the  lessons  generally.  By  this  means, 
much  valuable  knowledge  and  practical  information  may  be  obtained 

Your  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion,  that  there  has  been  an  improvement  in 
spelling.  They  approve  of  the  method  adopted  in  most  of  the  schools  the  past 
season,  of  the  scholars'  writing  down  their  words  to  spell.  Still  it  is  thought, 
a  greater  attention  ou^ht  to  be  paid  to  this  department.  There  is  a  great  defi- 
ciency in  speUing  noticed  in  letters,  accounts,  etc.,  and  teachers  may  do  much 
towards  removing  the  cause  of  such  a  complaint.     *    *    * 

Your  committee  would  also  suggest  to  parents  and  guardians,  the  utility  of 
visiting  the  schools  at  other  seasons,  during  the  period  of  their  keeping.  Such 
a  course  is  encouraging  to  the  teacher.  It  prompts  the  scholars  to  diligence 
and  exertion ;  it  removes  diffidence,  gives  them  confidence  to  speak  promptly 
and  loud.  It  is  bKlieved,  if  parents  would  adopt  such  a  course  in  visiting 
schools,  even  should  they  not  stay  more  than  twenty  five  or  thirty  minutes  at  a 
time,  that  in  time  the  oft  repeated  complaint,  *<  the  scholars  do  not  speak  loud 
and  distinctly  enough,''  would,  to  a  considerable  extent,  be  removed.  In  this  way 
too,  parents  will  become  acquainted  with  the  faults  of  their  children  at  school. 
There  is  another  peculiar  advantage,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  arising 
from  this  mode  of  visiting  schools.  Difficulties  not  unfi*equently  arise  between 
teachers  and  scholars.  Parents  are  apt  to  take  the  side  of  their  chi'dren, 
and  blame,  sometimes  severely  censure,  the  teacher,  without  having  heard 
more  than  half  the  circumstances,  or  one  word  of  explanation  from  the  teach- 
er. If  parents  would  visit  the  schools  when  such  difficulties  arise,  they  might 
find  reasons  to  form  a  different  opinion  of  the  case,  and  learn  that  their  chil- 
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Ai^atiX^ I       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Summer,  d2d— In  Winter,  381. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  240^-Iu  Winter,  Sfi7. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  319. — No.  of  persons  un 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  2&. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School^ 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  45  mtbs.— In  Summer,  24  21— In  Winter,  20  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.     .— F.  9— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  7 — F.  i 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  28-7T0  Females,  ^l 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $fi  85 — ^Of  Females,  ^5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  j[18  43--Of  Females,  $S 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wagi 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11}— Averag^e  numbi 

Scholars,  45. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuitioQ,  %2S0, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Comi 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  116.— Agj 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  %bl  44. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vskj} ^^-Spelling — ^Emerson's  North  American,  and  Introduction  to  do.  Reading 
Worcester's  1st  and  2d  Parts,  Younf  Reader,  National  do.,  Introduction  to  do.  Gramma 
Smith's.  Geographtf — Parley's,  Smith's,  Maite-Bruu's  and  Olney's.  Arithmetic — Emersc 
First  Part,  Colburn's  do.,  and  Adams'  New.  All  others — Goodrich's  History,  Blake's  Phil 
ophy,  Comslock's  Chemistry,  Watt's  on  the  Mind,  Colburn's  Algebra. 

Remark — ^The  income  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  expended  for  Schoo 
Amount  not  given. 

SELECTI0N9  PROM  REPORT.  *  •  •  Your  Committee  entered  upon  tJ 
duties  of  their  office  with  a  full  conviiicement  of  its  importance  and  respons 
bleness,  and  also  with  the  determination  to  do  all,  in  their  power,  towards  pr4 
naoting  the  prosperity  of  schools  and  the  great  interests  of  education.  Thi 
moreover  entered  upon  their  work  with  the  unanimous  opinion,  that  it  woul 
be  necessary  to  propose  a  high  standard  in  the  qualification  of  teachers,  and  \ 
see  that  there  be  an  increased  attention  in  all  the  schools  to  the  elementar 
fundamental  bninches  of  education.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  would  conclude  this  part  of  their  report  with  recommend 
ing  teachers'  meetiogs,  to  discuss  all  subjects  connected  with  the  governmeD 
and  instruction  of  schools.  They  deem  them  of  great  importance.  In  a  iowi 
where  they  were  held  one  year,  the  report  of  the  committee  says,  ^*  to  thesi 
meetings,  more  than  to  any  other  separate  cause,  do  we  attribute  the  interes 
which  has  been  felt  by  the  instructers,  and  the  consequent  improvement  of  the 
schools.".    *    *    * 

According  to  the  above  statement,  it  appears  that  the  school  terms  are  short; 
particularly  in  the  winter,  when  they  do  not  average  more  than  eight  weeks.  It 
IS  hardly  to  be  expected  that  scholars  can  make  much  improvement  within 
that  period,  whereas,  by  four  or  five  weeks'  continuance,  they  would  reap  com- 
paratively greater  benefit  than  from  the  other  eight 

Your  committee  must  complain  of  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of  the 
pupils.    During  the  past  winter,  it  has  been,  in  a  measure,  unavoidable.   But 
the  returns  of  the  summer  schools  show  there  is  ground  fi>r  such  a  complaint^ 
This  is  a  serious  evil.    Irregular  attendance  is  a  great  discouragement  to  the 
teacher,  an  interruption  to  the  studies  of  the  school,  and  a  hindrance  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  scholars.    Your  committee  would  earnestly  request  parents 
and  guardians  to  cooperate  in  removing  so  great  an  evil.    Let  them  be  williog 
to  make  sacrifices  for  the  good  of  their  children.    A  ^ood  education  is  all  the 
inheritance  that  many  parents  can  bequeath  to  their  children,  and,  without  that, 
aU  worldly  possessions  are  of  but  little  valiie.    While,  therefore,  the  young  are 
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fivored  Vfi(b  th6  opportunities  of  receiving  instif>uction  and  gaining  knowledge, 
to  fit  them  for  future  life,  fhey  ought  to  be  permitted  to  improve  regularly  those 
seasotos,  especially  as  their  schoolterms  are  so  short.  Their  attendance  sTiould 
be  as  stated  as  possible,  and  a  portion  of  their  time  out  of  school  ought  to  he 
allowed  them  wt  study.  Parents  will  lose  nothing  by  thus  aiding  their  chil- 
dren. Even  though  they  may  hire  a  little  more  on  their  farms,  in  their  stores,  or 
tbeir  workshops,  they  vtrill  surely  gain  in  the  end  by  allowing  their  children  to 
improve  thetr  present  advantages  of  education ;  and  they  ought  to  consider 
what  incalculable  benefit  they  are  thus  rendering  the  immortal  minds  commit- 
ted to  their  trust 

Your  comnliittee  have  noticed,  in  some  schools,  the  absence  of  many  schol- 
ars on  days  of  examination.  On  many  accounts,  this  is  to  be  regretted ;  espe- 
cially is  it  a  source  of  great  discouragement  to  the  teacher.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  woufd  lay  this  grievance  before  parents,  and  beg  of  them  to  do  all  in 
their  power  towards  removing  the  grounds  for  it 

Your  conmiittee  are  happy  to  state,  that,  in  many  of  the  schools,  there  is  a 
good  degree  of  uniformity  in  the  books  used  In  this  respect,  there  has  been  a 
manifest  improvement  within  few  years.  Still  there  exists  a  deficiency  in 
some  of  the  schools,  where  there  are  various  kinds  of  spelling  books  and  geog- 
raphies.   *    *    * 

It  has  often  been  asked,  ^  ought  the  Scriptures  to  be  used  in  schools,  and,  if 
so,  to  what  extent  .^  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  they  ought  not  to  be 
adopted  as  a  general  reading  book,  and  yet  should  not  be  wholly  discarded. 
They  would  recommend,  that  they  be  read  once  or  twice  a  day  by  the  teacher 
and  first  class. 

''Shall  the  higher  branches,  chemistry,  philosophy,  etc.,  be  introduced  into 
Coaimon  Schools,"  is  a  question  frequently  presented  to  a  school  committee 
for  consideration.  Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  have  them  in- 
troduced to  a  genera]  extent.  The  evils  are,  that  scholars  will  hurry  over  the 
elementary  branches,  deeming  them  of  inferior  importance,  and  they  will  occu- 
py too  much  of  the  teachers'  time.  But,  when  scholars  have  made  a  good  pro- 
ficiency in  the  common  branches,  and  have  but  few  opportunities  to  attend 
high  schools,  your  committee  would  say,  let  them  be  permitted  to  attend  to  the 
higher  studies,  if  they  wish ;  and,  where  the  number  of  scholars  is  small,  those 
studies  may  be  introduced,  if  they  do  not  draw  off  their  attention  too  much 
fix)m  other  lessons.    *    *    • 

Your  committee  would  also  speak  with  approbation  of  the  mode  adopted  in 
some  of  the  schools,  *  *  of  explaining  the  meaning  of  words  and  terms, 
which  occur  not  only  in  reading,  but  in  the  lessons  generally.  By  this  means, 
much  valuable  knowledge  and  practical  information  may  be  obtained 

Your  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion,  that  there  has  been  an  improvement  in 
spelling.  They  approve  of  the  method  adopted  in  most  of  the  schools  the  past 
season,  of  the  scholars' writing  down  their  words  to  spell.  Still  it  is  thought, 
a  greater  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  this  department.  There  is  a  great  defi- 
ciency in  spelling  noticed  in  letters,  accounts,  etc.,  and  teachers  may  do  much 
towards  removing  the  cause  of  such  a  complaint.     #    *    * 

Your  committee  would  also  suggest  to  parents  and  guardians,  the  utility  of 
Tisiting  the  schools  at  other  seasons,  during  the  period  of  their  keeping.  Such 
a  course  is  encouraging  to  the  teacher.  It  prompts  the  scholars  to  diligence 
and  exeition  ;  it  removes  diffidence,  gives  them  confidence  to  speak  promptly 
and  loud.  It  is  believed,  if  parents  would  adopt  such  a  course  in  visiting 
schools,  even  should  they  not  stay  more  than  twenty  five  or  thirty  minutes  at  a 
time,  that  in  time  the  oft  repeated  complaint,  ^  the  scholars  do  not  speak  loud 
and  distinctly  enough,*'  would,  to  a  considerable  extent,  be  removed.  In  this  way 
too,  parents  will  become  acquainted  with  the  faults  of  their  children  at  school. 
There  is  another  peculiar  advantage,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  arising 
from  this  mode  of  visiting  schools.  Difficulties  not  unfi*equently  arise  between 
teachers  and  scholars.  Parents  are  apt  to  take  the  side  of  their  chi'dren, 
and  blame,  sometimes  severely  censure,  the  teacher,  without  having  heard 
more  than  half  the  circumstances,  or  one  word  of  explanation  from  the  teach- 
er. If  parents  would  visit  the  schools  when  such  difficulties  arise,  they  miffht 
find  reasons  to  form  a  different  opinion  of  the  case,  and  learn  that  their  chil- 
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dren  were  to  blame ;  or,  should  they  ascertain  that  the  teachers  i^ere  ij 
wrong,  friendly  intercourse  with  them  in  private  would  generally  be  reiceiv 
kindness,  reconcile  the  differences,  restore  peace,  order  and  harmony  i 
schools.  *  *  Your  committee,  therefore,  would  recommend  parents 
guardians  to  try  this  plan,  and  that,  when  they  have  just  cause  of  comj: 
against  teachers,  never  to  express  it  in  presence  of  their  children,  but  to 
a  friendly  inteiTiew  with  the  teachers. 

Your  committee  would  allude  to  one  other  topic,  the  construction  of  scl 
h6uses.  *  *  The  proper  c< instruction  and  location  of  schoolhouses  a 
great  importance  to  the  advancement  of  schools,  and  to  the  cause  of  ediica 
They  ought  to  be  made  in  every  way  comfortable,  convenient  and  attrac 
And  it  is  a  subject  of  rejoicing,  that  the  public  attention  has  been  dlrectc 
this  point  within  a  few  years.  What  were  our  schoolhouses  twenty  or  tW( 
five  years  ago  ?  Many  of  them  hardly  deserved  the  name.  Still  the  public  r 
more  information  and  reflection  on  the  subject.    ^    ^    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Reuben  Bates,  Alfred  Hitchcuck,  Asa  Walker, 


RJ^Tl  T^n  RJl  J  ^^)  Population,  858.    Valuation,  ^^186,188  00. 

J5£i  JJt'  UUU^         .       .       ,       \       Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  221— In  Winter,  196. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  163>— In  Winter,  140. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16* years  of  age  in  the  town,  231. — No.  of  persons  unde 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  35. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  2£ 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  39  mths.  7  days — In  Summer,  24  7— In  Winter,  15. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  mouth,  including  board — To  Males,  5^9  66 — To  Females,  ;^12 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^9  00— Of  Females,  $6  88. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^20  Q& — Of  Females,  ^Q  21 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .-—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number 

Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commc 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  2  b-^. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  43.— Aggr( 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^28  10. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 


Remark. — ^Ninety  dollars,  the  income  of  the  **  Surplus  Revenue  "  which  is 
$1,500,  is  applied  to  the  support  of  schools. 

Selectioivs  from  Report.  ^  *  *  The  foregoing  account  of  the  state, 
and  course,  of  the  schools,  presents  some  important  inquiries. 

Can  a  more  regular  attendance  of  the  scholars  be  secured  ?  The  parents 
can  secure  it.  It  lies  with  them.  And,  it  should  be  felt,  that  a  school  canaot 
prosper,  in  a  high  degree,  without  a  regular,  every  day,  attendance  of  the  schol- 
ars. 

Can  the  evils  of  faulty  government,  in  the  schools,  be  prevented  ?  The  way 
to  prevent  them  wholly,  would  be  a  new  invention,  more  important  than  the 
-wonderful  applications  of  steam  power.  It  is  believed,  that  our  teachers,  the 
past  year,  have  been  equal,  taken  together,  in  their  government,  to  the  average 
of  teacherd.    Yet  some  of  them  had  serious  delects,  in  then:  exercise  of  author- 
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ity,  of  which  they  were  not  aware,  when  they  began^  their  schools.  And  they 
were  such  defects,  to  some  extent,  as  the  closest  examination,  by  the  general 
committee,  could  not  detect.  They  were  such,  as  thorough  inquiry,  on  ue  part 
of  the  di.<trict  providing  committees,  could  with  difficulty  have  found  out  One 
leading  delect,  was  such  ignorance  of  human  nature,  as  would  disqualify  the 
teacher,  at  once,  to  discern  the  general  disposition,  and  spirit  of  the  school, 
and  adapt  the  mode  of  government  to  its  perfect  control.  Another  defect,  was 
a  want  of  prompt  energy  and  decision,  in  the  enforcement  of  salutary  rules. 
And  faults,  such  as  these,  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  general  or  district  com- 
mittee to  ascertain,  before  the  teacher  is  admitted  into  the  school,  there  to  ex- 
hibit them  practically,  when,  perhaps,  it  is  too  late  to  mend  the  evil,  without 
producing  a  greater  in  its  stead.  Both  committees  must  do  their  best ;  and, 
after  all,  the  obtaining  of  first  rate  teachers,  will  be  like  drawing  the  prizes  in 
a  lottery.    •    *    » 

The  committee,  also,  unanimously  regard  the  occasional  introduction  of  a 
new  reading  book,  as  very  desirable,  in  order  to  the  highest  improvement  of 
the  scholars.  While  they  should  not  be  introduced  so .  often,  as  to  make  the 
purchase  a  burden  to  the  parents,  they  should  be  admitted  so  frequently,  as  to 
keep  up  a  lively  and  fresh  interest,  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  in  the  art  of 
reading.    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. ^Jonathan  Lbayitt,  Ctrus  Page,  A.  B.  Adams. 


J>TT  T  j:^T?Tn  A  5  (^)  Population*  1;498.    Valuation,  ^368,612  00. 

niljL.J^Uli^A,      ...       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  388— In  Winter,  363. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  262 — In  Winter,  268.  > 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  417. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  384. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  69  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  49— In  Winter,  20  21.    ' 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer- M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei- M.  9— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^28  17— To  Females,  %\Q  60. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $^  17— Of  Females,  ^4  90. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\9  CO— Of  Females,  $b  70. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the. support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  jJ^l^OOO. 

(11)  Amount  o^  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  20. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(18)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .—Aggre- 

gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ;^300  00. — Income  from  same,  ^18  00. 


Class 
uc- 


BooKs  USED. — ^JpeZ/ing'— National,  and  Introduction.  Reading — American  First  CI 
Book,  Putnam's  Seguel  and  Analytical  Reader,  Improved  do.  Grammar — Smith's  Prod 
live.  Geographtf — Malte-Brun's,  Oloey's,  Parley's  and  Hall's.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  1st, 
M  and  3d,  Colburn's,  Smith's,  Adams'.  AU  others^Hisiory  of  the  U.  S.,  Parley's  History, 
Walker's  Dictionary. 

REMAaKS. — The  return  of  the  amount  paid  for  tuition  in  the  Private  Schools 
is  imperfect    The  number  returned  over  16  is  presumed  to  be  erroneous. 
The  local  fun^  is  for  the  piurchase  of  books,  and  is  coniined  to  one  school. 

School  Committee's  Report. — ^The  school  committee,  by  their  chairman, 
reported,  that  the  schools,  the  year  past,  had  been  as  successful  as  the  last  year ; 
that  the  instructors  had  been  found  to  be  competent  and  faithful,  and  that  an 
increasing  interest  had  been  perceptible. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— IdARSHALL  Preston,  Joseph  Ha  yen. 
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Pi  n  3r/?  OTIO  llCPf  5  '*  ^  F^paratiob,  488.    Yalu8tioii>  51^,660  00. 

'         *       ^       Number  of  Pabli<6  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scb«>lar8  of  all  a^erf  \t  all  th)e  Schools— ^o  Sammdr,  92^1*0  Winter,  13d. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  tbe  Schoofs — In  Summer  69 — tn  Winter,  99. 

(4)  No.  o(  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  12^-No.  of  persons  ui 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  6. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  wha  attend  School,  i 

(5)  Aggiegate  length  of  the  Schools,  23  mths.  7  days— ^In  Summer,  \%  14-^In  Winter,  1< 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers-  io  Summer— 'M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^~M.  4 — F. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  iaehidiiig  board>^To  M\aI^s,^£4  00-^To  Females,  S\ 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  Moath-'-Of  Males.  ^6  00— Of  Femabs,  ^  75.- 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclasivie  of  board — Of  Males,  ^1^  00 — Of  Females,  $4 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wag 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  1£0. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  numb 

Scholars,         ••—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Con 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .— A| 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spellinp — Cummings\  Reading— First  Class  Book,  Pierpont's  Introduc 
to  the  National  Reader,  Easv  Lessons.  Crrammar^— Smith's  and  Frost's.  Geography—Smi 
Parley's  and  OIney's.  Arithmetic — Adams,  Smith's  and  Coiburn's  First  Part.  All  othei 
History  of  the  U.  S.,  Wilkins'  Astronomy,  and  Smith's  Algebra. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  *  Your  committee  have  endeavored 
be  thorough  in  ascertaining  the  qualifications  of  those  who  have  been  employ 
as  teachers.  In  their  examinations,  both  for  summer  and  winter  schools,  tli 
have  been  minute  and  particular,  and  have  acted  on  the  principle  that  th 
would  not  approbate  any  one,  to  teach  the  children  of  their  neighbors,  to  whc 
they  would  be  unwilling  to  commit  their  own  for  instruction.    *    *    * 

We  find  from  the  registers,  that,  in  some  of  the  schools,  about  one  fburi 
and,  in  some  others,  about  one  third  of  the  whole  number  of  scholars,  are,  < 
an  average,  absent  This,  it  will  be  seen,  is  a  great  evil.  It  prevents,  to  » 
the  least,  one  fourth,  or  one  third  part  of  all  the  good,  which  the  schools  mig 
otherwise  prodtice.  It  takes  away,  not  only  one  third  or  one  fourth  part  of  ti 
time  and  privileges  which  the  absent  scholars  ought  to  enjoy  at  school,  but 
renders  the  remaining  time  and  privileges  which  are  allotted  them,  in  a  grei 
measure,  ineffectual  to  their  improvement.  This  constant  interruption  in  the 
studies  prevents  that  attachment  to  them,  and  that  energy  in  their  pursui 
which  is  essential  to  rapid  progress  and  great  attainments  in  knowledge.  *  * 

The  second  is,  the  neglect  of  parents  as  it  regards  the  schools  in  their  re 
spective  districts ;  setting  a  teacher  at  work,  committing  their  .children  to  bir 
for  that  most  important,  we  were  about  to  say,  of  all  purposes,  the  cultivatioi 
and  improvement  of  their  intellectual  powers,  and  then  seldom,  if  ever,  goin^ 
to  see  how  he  performs  his  labor,  or  to  encourage  him  to  do  it  faithfully,  ii 
110  other  business  do  wo  employ  men  in  our  service,  and  attend  so  little  t( 
them,  as  in  this ;  while  there  is  no  other,  pertaining  to  secular  affairs,  that  beam 
any  comparison  with  it  in  importance  We  would  respectfully  urge  upon  pa- 
rents, as  one  way  in  which  they  may  do  much  to  stimulate  their  children,  and 
animate  and  encourage  teachers,  frequently  to  visit  the  school  in  their  district, 
and  also  to  inquire  of  their  children  at  home  concerning  their  lessons,  and  to 
cooperate  with  them  in  their  endeavors  to  acquire  knowledge.  The  parent, 
too,  shouM  feel  that  there  is  no  boon  which  he  can  bestow  on  his  children,  so 
valuable,  as  a  good  education,  and  good  principles  of  conduct.  A  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  his  children,  if  no  other  motive,  should  prompt  every  parent  to 
acquaint  himself,  at  le^st,  with  the  condition  of  the  school  to  which  his  children 
belong,  and  to  do  what  he  can  to  sustain  and  improve  the  school.  If  our  Com- 
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noon  Schools  are,  as  they  should  be,  and  may  be,  the  nunmrtes  of  learninff,  of 
good  order  and  good  morals,  every  parent  may  con6dently  trust  that  children, 
were  educated  and  disciplined,  will,  when  they  grow  to  matihood,  make  good 
ip^n  and  ^ood  citizens.  But  if  they  are  suffered  to  degenerate,  and  to  be^me 
schools  ot  disorder,  misrule  and  vice,  what  better  can  Km  expected  t>f  them  than 
that  they  will  train  up  their  pupils  to  become  fit  subjects  of  riot,  anarchy,  con- 
fusion and  revolution.  The  character,  and  freedom,  and  happiness  of  mankind 
greatly  depend  on  the  influences  which  are  exerted  on  their Jroung  and  suscep* 
tjble  minds,  at  these  humble  but  all-important  seminaries  orieaming*   *    *   • 

SCHOOL  CTOMAIITTEE.— Ltmaf  BioxLoW;OLiyxR  WsTHEiiBSB,SoLOMoir  Haoer. 


p  n  Tf>t  TTrpf\  j^  Ul)  Population,  1^.    Valuation,  ^99,871  00. 

Ultl  ixn  1  Uiy,      .      .      .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scbolafs  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Sehools-^In  Summer,  169— In  Winter,  242. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  136— In  Winter, 'SCO. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and. 16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  323. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  12.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  9. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  37  mths.— In  Summer,  18. — In  Winter,  19. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — ^F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  vvages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $^  Ib^Vn  Females,  gl6  25. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^10  50— Of  Females,  ^8  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^25  25 — Of  Females,  $B  25. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5 1,200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schoots,  jjf 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.-— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  35. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ;^800. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  16. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  32. — Aggre> 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ;^20Q  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — National,  and  Introduction  to  do.  Reading — Emerson's  1st,  2d 
and  3d  Class  Readers,  Testament.  Grammar^— Smith's.  Creo^raj^Av— Olney's  and  Parley's. 
Arithneiic — Emerson's  1st,  2cl  and  3d  Parts,  and  Smith's.  All  o</i«r»— Blake's  Philosophy, 
Comstock's  Chemistry,  and  Walker's  Dictionary. 

X 

SsLECTioirs  FROM  Rkport.  •  ♦  *  The  committee  feel  it  their  duty,  to 
represent  to  the  town,  the  manner  in  which  the  money,  granted  for  the  pur- 
chase of  apparatus,  has  been  expended.  In  the  selection  of  articles,  the  most 
proper,  and  which  would  be  likely  to  secure  the  greatest  amotmt  of  good,  they 
found  they  had  no  enviable  task  before  them.  What  they  did,  was  done,  not 
without  much  consultation  and  careful  iuquiry,  both  as  to  the  apparatus  that 
might  be  the  most  useful,  and  the  most  reasonable  terms  on  which  it  could  be 
procured.    They  finally  made  purchase  of  the  following  articles : — 

Pneumatic  Apparatus,  ....  (37 

Chemical,  .---...${5 
Orrery,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -8 

Tellurium,-  .--.-.  6 

Globes— 3, 12 

Thermometers — 4,  -  -  -  -  -  5 

State  Maps— 4,  -  -  -  -  -  -     7 

$100 
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By  distributing  these  articles,  among  the  different  schools,  and  by  excha 
from  one  to  another,  the  odvanta^e  to  be  derived  from  them,  has  been  men 
general  as  possible.  That  all  might  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  th< 
paratus,  an  invitation  was  extended  to  the  people  of  the  town,  together 
the  pupils  of  the  different  schools,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  on  the  evenir 
the  Ud  of  April,  to  hear  some  explanation  upon  the  same.  The  full  attend, 
on  this  occasion,  was  as  gratifying  to  the  committee,  as  honorable  to  the  in 
itants  of  the  place.  The  committee  cannot  leave  this  subject,  without  con^ 
ulating  the  town,  upon  this  valuable  accession  to  the  means  of  improvemei 
our  schools.    •    •    * 

One  fault,  which  the  committee  have  observed,  in  some  of  the  schools,  < 
ing  the  past  season,  viz.  a  wantoi  strict  discipline,  they  would  take  the  libort 
particularize.  They  feel  the  more  confidence  in  doing  it,  as  they  believe  it 
ses  from  the  prevailing  public  sentiment,  in  regard  to  the  management  < 
school, — rather  than  from  any  thing  blamable  in  the  teachers  themselves.  T 
rejoice,  with  every  friend  to  the  youug,  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  commui 
generally,  that  all  the  barbarities  of  "  the  district  school  as  it  was,"  have  i 
with  their  just  condemnation, — they  are  glad  that  the  rod  and  the  rule,  as  : 
merly  applied,  are  no  longer  regarded  as  essential  to  intellectual  advancemi 
— that  moral  influence,  and  an  appeal  to  honor,  have  taken  the  place  of  st 
command,  and  brutal  punishment  But,  at  the  same  time,  they  would  a 
that  doing  away  with  all  physical  force,  as  the  teacher  now,  by  the  public  s 
timeqt,  if  not  by  his  own  inclination,  is  compelled  to,  he  more  than  ever  i 
roands  the  friendly  cooperation  of  the  parents.  They  ought  to  know  how  wi 
ering  to  all  influence  of  his,  is  the  merest  word  that  falls  from  them,  derogati 
to  his  character  or  ability.  If  his  exertions  are  commendable,  the  child  shoi 
know  it  from  the  lips  of  the  parent ;  if  in  any  thing  he  fails,  let  it  be  ma 
known  to  the  proper  authorities,  that  the  proper  remedy  may  be  applii 
Every  word  of  commendation  fives  the  teacher  an  influence,  that  can  only 
exerted  for  good ;  every  one  of  an  opposite  character,  gives  the  pupil  a  pow 
that  must  be  fraught  with  evil,  and  evil  only,  to  himself  and  others. 

At  the  final  examination  of  some  of  the  schools,  there  has  been  found  a  di 
position,  among  a  number  of  the  scholars,  to  absent  themselves  on  that  day. 
practice  so  discouraging  to  the  teacher,  and  displaying  so  little  feeling,  even 
common  justice,  on  the  part  of  those  in  fault,  deserves  to  be  frowned  upon  1 
every  friend  to  the  faithful  instructer,  and  to  the  advancement  of  our  school 
The  Roman  matron,  when  asked  for  her  jewels,  pointed  to  her  children ;  tf 
teacher  can  only  do  the  same  ;  and  to  be  deprived  of  these,  at  the  very  momei 
when  it  is  his  highest  ambition  to  display  them,  is  an  act  of  injustice  that  ougl: 
not  to  be  tolerated. 

Another  deficiency,  they  feel  bound  to  notice,  is  the  want  of  interest  manj 
fested  by  the  parents,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  school.  No  one,  not  iatimatel 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  can  justly  appreciate  the  influence  that  externe 
circumstances  exert  over  the  character  of  the  school.  But  of  all  external  infiu 
ences,  the  interest  of  the  parent,  shown  by  his  frequent  visits,  or  at  least  by  hL 
attendance  at  the  final  examination,  is  by  far  the  most  powerful.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Wh.  Warren,  Josiam  Rdttkr,  Bela.  GreenwooD;  Ed 
MUND  Rice,  Jr.,  George  Matchett.  ' 
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(?)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  150— In  Winter,  182. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  110 — In  Winter,  132. 

(4)  No.  of  p>ersons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  towrn,  136. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  8. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  18  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  9  14— In  Winter,  9  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.  I. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  5^  75— To  Females,  $\l  00. 
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(8)  AFerage  value  of  b9ard  per  month— Of  Males/ ^9  OO— Of  Females,  56  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month;  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  jj^\5  75 — Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 
Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $250  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 
Scholars,         . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,       .— Aggre- 

I  gate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

i    (14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—-Income  from  same,  5 

Books  u8Kj}.r^8peUing — ^Emerson's  New  National.  Reading — ^Worcester's  3d  and  4th 
Reading  Book,  and  Testament.  Grammar — Muriay's.  Geograptiy — Hall's  and  Olney's. 
Arithmetic — Smith's.  All  others — Walker's  Dictionary,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Goodrich's 
History. 

Rehakks. — ^The  income  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  applied  to  support  the 
schools,  $58  93. 


\ 


Selections  from  Refort.    •    *    *    By  the  census  of  all  the  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1839,  the  whole 
number  was  found  to  be  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and,  as  a  larger  portion  of 
i    those  do  not  exceed  the  age  of  eleven  years,  and,  as  the  terntory  of  the  town  is 
not  large,  they  would  suggest,  for  yoiu*  consideration,  the  importance  of  provid- 
\    ing  a  suitable  house,  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  for  the  larger  scholars,  of  such 
'<  age  as  the  town  may  decide  on,  to  be  kept  by  a  man,  and  the  four  schools  in 
!i   the  different  sections  of  the  town  to  be  kept  by  iemales,  and  only  two  keeping 
'    at  a  time.    With  the  same  amount  of  money  as  heretofore  granted,  your  commit- 
tee are  under  the  full  conviction,  that  a  compensation  might  be  given,  which 
would  command  the  best  teachers,  (which  is  of  no  minor  importance,)  and  the 
length  of  our  schools  be  much  increased,  and  be  made  productive  of  a  greater 
amount  of  good.    *    *    * 

There  is  another  irregularity  not  noted  in  the  register,  probably  not  less 
in  importance,  than  occasional  absences,  viz.  a  want  of  punctuality,  or  being 
late  in  school.  In  some  of  our  schools  the  past  year,  teachers  have  been  obliged 
to  commence,  day  after  day,  with  not  more  than  one  half  of  their  pupils  pre- 
sent, while  the  tardy  ones  are  constantly  opening  the  door,  and  disturbing  the 
whole  school;  and  seeing  that  this  is  an  evil,  which  might  be  remedied  by  a 
word  in  most  instances,  we  cannot  but  cherish  a  hope,  that  every  parent  will  so 
regard  the  wellare  of  his  own  children,  and  of  the  school,  as,  in  all  possible 
cases,  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Your  committee  would  further  suggest  the  importance,  to  our  schools,  of  a 
more  perfect  discipline,  and  of  a  more  decided  cooperation  of  the  parents  with 
the  teachers,  in  sustaining  good  government,  so  necessary  to  the  vital  interest 
of  every  school.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact,  to  which  few  can  be  strangers,  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  time  and  energy  of  our  most  skilful  teachers,  is  spent  in 
uiaintainiug  that  degree  of  order  and  stillness,  which  the  good  of  the  school 
requires;  and  your  committee  feel  constrained  to  say,  that,  in  their  opinion,  in 
one  or  two  instances,  disorder  has  so  prevailed,  as  to  retard  the  progress  of  the 
school.  There  is  a  loose,  or  rather  a  ftdse  notion,  too  often  imbibed,  respecting 
the  authority  with  which  the  law  of  common  sense,  as  well  as  the  statiite,  clothes 
the  teacher;  an  impression  that  he  has  no  right  to  enforce  obedience,  which 
more  often  than  any  thing  else,  occasions  the  necessity  of  his  resorting  to  cor- 
poral punishment,  to  bring  a  scholar  into  subjection.  Let  every  child  enter 
the  school  room  with  the  indelible  impression  from  his  parents,  that  the  author- 
ity of  the  teacher  is  legal,  and  right,  and  indispensable,  and  must  and  will  be 
sustained.  Let  the  parent  require,  that  his  child  shall  submit  to  good  and  whole- 
sale rules,  and  no  teacher  would  be  compelled  to  rule  with  a  rod  of  iron,  be- 
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cause  his  pupils  have  imbibed  the  false  notion  that  he  has  no  right  to 
all.    *    •    #     . 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Nathah  Blanchard,  Silas  Cutler,  Isaiah  Rexd 

WlKN. 


CARLI^  T  P  5  ^  ^  ^  Population,  696.    Valuation,  $  155,333  OC 

'  '      '       '       (       Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Summer,  142— In  Winter,  218. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  95 — In  Winter,  154. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  155. — No.  of  persons  i 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  11^ — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  24  mths.  14  days — In  Summer,  10— In  Winter,  14 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.    — F.  4. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  4 — F. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  j^25  50 — ^To  Females,  ^ 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $8  00— Of  Females,  $5  90. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  jj^ll  60 — Of  Females,  $^ 
(10}  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  induding  only  the  wa, 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $500, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .-Average  num! 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  School8,.and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Coi 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  5. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,        . — A 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^44. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^500  00. — Income  from  same,  $30  00. 

Books  used. — Spelling — Walker's  Dictionary,  Emerson's  National  Spelling  Book,  an< 
troductiou  to  do.  Rfadinff~-^Fiist  Class  Book,  National  Reader,  Introduction  to  do.,  Yi 
do.  Grammar-^Smiih's.  Geography — Smith's,  Oiney's,  Malle-Brun's,  Peter  Parley's,  G 
rich's.  At-ithmelic — Smith's,  Adams',  Colburn's  First  Part,  and  Emerson's  1st,  2d  aw 
Parts.  All  others — Watts  on  the  Mind,  Gruud's  and  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Uolbrook's 
ometry,  Goodrich's  History  U.  S. 

Selectioivs  from  Report.  •  •  •  The  examination  of  teachers  y 
committee  have  regarded  as  a  duty  of  much  importance,  and  they  have  ende 
ored  to  discharge  it,  faithfully  and  impartially,  and  to  decide  in  strict  accordai 
with  the  character  of  the  evidence  exhibited.  We  have  required  of  appiicn 
satisfactory  evidence  of  good  moral  character,  and,  by  personal  examinati 
have  endeavored  to  ascertain  and  be  satisfied  of  their  ability  to  instruct  iu  1 
several  branches  of  education  required  by  law.  A  strict  adherence  to  t 
course  has  constrained  us  to  withold  our  approbation  from  some,  who  had  pi 
viously  been  employed  as  teachers  in  the  vicinity,  and  subjected  us  to  the  ii 
putation  of  being  exorbitant  and  unreasonable  in  our  requirements.  But  \ 
do  not  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  charge.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  fui 
of  opinion,  that  we  have  uniformly  required  too  little,  and  that  the  best  interef 
of  our  schools  would  be  promoted  by  insisting  upon  more  perfect  knovvledj 
in  the  common  branches  of  school  education,  and  a  better  acquaintance  wi 
the  duties  of  their  profession,  than  has  heretofore  been  required  of  teuchei 
In  seeking  the  literary  qualifications  of  teachers,  we  are  restricted,  by  law,  to  a 
inquiry  into  their  knowledge  of.  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography  an 
grammar.  These  constitute  but  a  small  part  of  the  branches  taught  in  some  ( 
our  schools.  To  meet  the  wants  of  such  schools,  it  is  obviously  necessary,  ihi 
the  teacher  should  not  only  possess  the  knowledge  legally  required,  but  also  ai 
acquaintance  with  all  the  branches  taught.  Yet,  in  the  absence  of  any  iiistmc 
tions,  we  could  not  reject  a  teacher  for  such  schools,  if,  upon  bis  examination 
he  evinced  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  branches  required  by  law,  even  thougl 
we  had  positive  proof  of  his  inability  to  go  one  step  beyond.  Thus  a  teachei 
might  obtain  a  situation,  for  which  he  wotild  be  totally  unfit,  and  receive  hh 
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wages,  not  for  satisfying  the  requirements  of  the  school,  but  by  virtue  of  a  cer- 
tificate of  his  ability  to  teach  reading,  writing,  geography,  arithmetic  and  gram- 
mar. To  obviate  this  difficulty,  your  committee  would  respectfully  suggest  to 
those  districts,  in  which  the  higher  branches  are  taught,  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing a  vote  in  their  primary  meetings,  instructing  the  committee  to  admit  no 
cue  by  their  examination,  to  teach  in  their  districts,  merely  what  is  required 
by  the  statute,  who  cannot  instruct  in  all  the  branches  pursued  in  the  schools. 
By  this  suggestion  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  approving  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  higher  branches  of  study  into  any  of  our  schools,  to  the  neglect  or 
excliisiou  of  those  which  lie  at  the  very  foundation  of  a  good  education.    *    * 

In  regard  to  books,  your  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that  we  have  found  the 
schools  so  well  supplied,  that  we  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the 
power  vested  in  us,  to  supply  any  at  the  expense  of  the  town.  But  though  we 
have  found  a  pretty  good  supply  of  books,  we  have  discovered  a  want  of'  uni- 
formity of  authors,  that  has  produced  much  confusion  in  classes,  and  much  im- 
peded the  progress  of  learning.  With  the  exception  of  reading,  and  spelling 
books  and  grammars,  there  is  scarcely  a  sufficient  number  of  any  one  kind  oi 
books  used,  to  allow  of  the  formation  of  a  decent  class  in  any  of  the  schools. 
Not  less  than  six  or  seven  different  kinds  in  geography,  and  as  many  in  arith- 
metic, have  been  in  use,  during  the  past  winter,  in  many  of  our  schools.  In 
consequence  of  this  diversity,  teachers  have  been  obliged  to  hear  several  classes 
in  these  branches,  when  all  the  members  of  each,  had  it  not  been  for  the  differ- 
ence in  their  books,  might  have  been  arranged  in  one.  The  necessary  result 
has  been,  teachers  have  been  compelled  to  pass  hastily  over  each  class,  with- 
out proper  explanations  and  illustrations,  and  without  correcting  or  even  notic- 
ing mistakes;  of  course,  little  real  advantage  resulted  to  the  pupils  from  the 
exercise.  An  imperfect,  superficial  knowledge  is  all  that  could  be  expect- 
ed.   •     *     * 

The  practice,  which  has  to  some  extent  prevailed,  of  introducing  needle- 
work into  our  summer  schools,  we  cannot  approve.  It  is  a  perversion  of  the 
design  of  their  institution,  and  a  misapplication  of  the  funds  drawn  from  the 
public  for  their  support.  If  needlework  is  permitted  in  our  summer  schools, 
we  see  no  reason  why  boot  and  shoe  making,  or  any  other  employment,  should 
not  have  a  place  in  our  winter  schools ;  or  why  teachers  should  not  be  exam- 
ined in  reference  to  their  skill  in  the  mechanic  aits,  as  well  as  to  their  knowl- 
edge in  reading,  &c.    *    •    * 

*  *  The  school  in  this  district  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  enjoyed  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  a  schoolhouso,  built  substantially  and  with  good  taste, 
conveniently  constructed,  and  furnished  with  a  black-board,  maps,  diagrams, 
and  geometrical  and  astronomical  apparatus.  To  this  cause,  together  with  the 
interest  and  liberality  manifested,  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  district,  in  the 
concerns  of  their  school,  and  the  unwearied  efforts  of  the  teacher  of  the  lust 
suuimer  school,'  who  has  oflen  been  employed  by  the  district,  may  justly  be 
attributed  the  high  rank  it  sustains.  In  taking  our  leave  of  this  district,  your 
conmiittee  deem  it  proper  to  bestow  their  approbation  upon  the  scholars,  for 
their  willingness  and  anxiety  to  be  present  at  examinations.  In  no  instance 
among  them  have  we  discovered  that  disposition  to  dodge  the  visits  of  the  com- 
mittee, which,  we  regret  to  say,  has,  to  some  extent,  prevailed  among  the  schol- 
ars of  some  other  districts.    *    *    * 

*  •  The  school  house,  recently  erected  in  this  district,  though,  perhaps,  not 
built  af\er  the  most  perfect  model,  nor  as  spacious  as  might  he  desired,  answers 
its  purpose  well,  and  the  improvement,  already  visible  in  the  school,  promises 
to  the  inhabitants  a  speedy  remuneration  for  their  exertions  and  sacrifices.   *   * 

*  *  There  are  defects  in  the  means  of  education  among  us,  which,  so 
long  as  they  continue  to  exist,  will  effectually  neutralize  all  exertions  and  all 
efibrts  to  elevate  the  cfiaracter  of  our  schools,  and  render  them  efficient  to  an- 
swer the  important  ends  of  their  institution.  Among  these  defects,  the  appa- 
rent apathy  and  indifference  of  parents  to  the  concerns  of  our  schools,  is  un- 
doubtedly the  most  pernicious,  in  its  influence  upon  their  progress.  We  say 
ap|iurent,  for  we  would  hesitate  long,  defore  charging  parents  with  real  indif- 
ference, to  a  subject  so  vitally  important  as  the  education  of  their  children.  We 
know,  indeed,  that  they  must  feel,  and  do  feel.    But,  with  tlie  exception  of  the 
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evidence  furnished  by  voting  the  annual  Appropriations  fbr  th^  schools,  a 
measures  adopted  in  district  meetings,  relating  to  them,  we  have  scarcel 
thing  better  than  mere  inference  or  assertion,  to  support  the  fact.  Not 
than  three  or  four  heads  of  families  have  visited  the  schools  during  th 
year.  Teachers  have  been  employed,  and  set  to  work.  Children  have 
committed  to  them,  for  the  most  important  purpose,  the  cultivation  o1 
moral  and  intellectual  powers;  and  scarcely  a  parent  has  taken  the  trou 
go  and  see  how  tiiey  have  discharged  their  duty,  or  to  encourage  tht 
ndelity  and  zeal.  Instead  of  visiting  this  school  room,  to  see  and  he 
themselves,  parents  have  been  contented  to  rest  satisfied  with  an  ind< 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  their  teachers,  and  the  real  state  and  condit 
their  schools ;  or,  what  is  worse,  to  draw  their  conclusions  upon  the  su 
from  the  distorted  reports  of  prejudiced  and  misjudging  scholars. 

*  *  Another  serious  defect  in  our  schools,  is  the  want  of  itidustrioui 
studious  habits,  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  scholars.  From  inquiry  and  ci 
observation,  we  are  led  to  believe,  that  a  large  part  of  the  oldest  scholars,  i 
schools,  those  who  have  no  time  to  lose,  sjiend  one  half  of  their  school  J 
in  sheer  idleness,  or  what  is  far  Worse.  This  may  appear  to  be  an  exagge 
statement,  but  it  is  not  made  without  reflection,  and  a  full  conviction  < 
truth.  A  very  short  period  spent  in  our  school  rooms,  would  serve  to  con* 
the  most  incredulous,  that  many  minds  were  on  any  thing,  and  almost  < 
thing,  but  their  studies.  A  mistaken  notion  seems  to  prevail,  relative  tc 
appropriate  duties  of  scholars,  that,  instead  of  toiling  long  and  patiently, 
incessantly,  to  acquire  an  education,  they  may  accomplish  the  object  by  m 
of  the  exertions  of  their  teachers,  and  the  improvements  in  the  n^ethods  o 
struction,  though  they  suffer  their  time  to  pass  in  idleness,  or  devote  it  to  \ 
ting  amusement.  Instead  of  regarding  learning  as  an  object,  worthy  their  i 
est  regard  and  best  exertions,  and  attainable  only  by  industry  and  applica 
they  think,  or  at  least  seem  to  think  it  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference,  an< 
rogate  to  themselves  much  credit,  if  they  remain  passive,  and  offer  no  c 
resistance  to  the  efforts  of  their  teacher  to  pour  knowledge  into  their  mi 
Whence  arises  this  indifference,  this  mistaken  idea  of  the  value  of  an  edi 
tion,  and  the  proper  and  only  adequate  means  to  be  used  for  its  acquisil 
Whence  is  it  that  so  many  of  our  youth,  who  habitually  manifest  a  praisev 
thy  example  of  energy,  industry  and  perseverance,  in  any  other  pursuit,  as  s 
as  the^  are  directed  to  the  acquisition  of  necessary  and  useful  knowledge, 
lapse  into  a  lethargy  and  slothful ness,  and  go  to  their  studies  with  the  un' 
lingness  of  a  slave  to  his  unrequited  toil.  Something  is  undoubtedly  imputi 
to  the  failure  of  teachers  to  render  the  paths  of  learning  as  attractive  as  t 
might  be  made,  without  paralyzing  the  energy  of  the  scholars.  But,  after 
that  may  be  said  on  this  point,  we  believe  that  the  want  of  studious  habits, 
the  part  of  scholars,  is  a  natural  consequence  of  the  want  of  interest  in  tli 
education,  on  the  part  of  parents.  They  will  not  be  likely  to  value  highly, 
toil  hard  to  obtain,  what  their  parents  regard  with  indifference.  They  will  i 
love  what  their  parents  do  not  care  for,  and  whoever  has  the  least  acquai 
ance  with  the  business  of  teaching,  well  knows  that  scholars  must  feel  an  : 
terest,  a  desire  to  learn,  before  they  can  be  instructed  to  advantage.  Th 
must  love  learning  before  they  will  make  the  exertions  necessaiy  to  good  ii 
provement.  To  parents  are  we  to  look,  principally,  for  this  impression.  Wh 
this  is  effected,  scholars  will  be  in  a  condition  to  learn.  They  will  go  to  th( 
'  studies  with  the  same  zeal  and  determination,  with  which  they  engage  iii  oth 
pursuits,  stimulated  by  a  hofie  of  acquiring  ati  education,  which  may  read 
them  valuable  and  honorable  members  of  society.    *    •    * 

Shall  the  remedy  be  applied?  Will  parents,  who,  of  all  persons,  must  fe 
the  deepest  interest  in  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  their  children,  fbr  tl 
proper  cultivation  of  whose  moral  and  intellectual  powers,  they  are  accounn 
ble  and  responsible,  to  God  and  the  community,  and  on  whom  they  can  confc 
,  no  better  legacy  than  a  good  education  ;  will  they  come  up  to  the  line  of  the 
duty,  and  remove  the  evils  to  which  we  have  alluded?  Will  theyencourag 
and  sustain  the  friends  of  education,  to  energy  and  faithfulness  iu  their  effort 
to  raise  its  standard  and  elevate  the  character  of  our  Public  Schools,  so  the 
their  children  may  grow  up  virtuous  and  enlightened,  a  blessing  to  their  friend 
and  the  community. 
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By  a  few  Bug^estions  which  we  deem  of  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
schools,  we  will  close  this  report  In  the  first  place,  we  would  recommend  to 
the  several  districts,  the  importance  of  choosing  their  prudential  committees  in 
the  months  of  March  or  April,  of  each  year.  By  this  arrangement,  they  will 
ha?e  ample  time  to  secure  the  services  of  experienced  and  competent  teachers, 
and  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  to  the  town's  committee  to  examine  appli- 
cants, uninfluenced  by  any  other  consideration  than  the  evidence  of  their  abil- 
ity to  teach.  The  present  practice,  in  the  districts,  is  to  delay  their  organiza- 
tion till  a  few  days  before  the  time  of  opening  the  winter  schools,  ^'his  late 
choice  of  prudential  committees  gives  them  very  little  time  to  engage  teachers. 
The  best  ones  are  oflen  engaged  in  other  towns,  and  they  are  sometimes 
compelled  to  take  up  with  whomsoever  they  can  get  This,  likewise,  has  its 
influence  upon  the  examining  committee,  in.a  manner  compelling  them  to  give 
their  certificates  of  qualification  to  some  teachers,  for  little  better  reasons  than  a 

;  probability  that  they  might  be  better  than  none  at  all.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
examining  committee  are  obliged  to  meet  several  times  for  examinations  as 

-     teacher  after  teacher  is  engaged,  and  each  compelled  to  resume  his  station 

•     immediately,  when,  were  sufficient  time  allowed,  one  or  two  meetings  for  such 

I     purpose,  would  be  all  that  would  be  necessary.    These  evils  would  be  averted 

i     by  the  course  we  have  recommended ;  and,  as  it  can  be  adopted  .without  ex- 
pense or  inconvenience  to  the  districts,  and  undoubtedly  would  be  of  utility, 
we  hope  soon  to  see  it  carried  into  practical  effect. 
We  would  also  suggest  the  expediency  of  having  all  the  schools  commence, 

'  at  or  about  the  same  time.  This  would  remedy  the  inconvenience  and  injury 
which  all  our  schools  have  at  times  sufifered,  of  being  crowded  by  scholars 

I  from  other  districts.  Probably  no  one  district  has  any  just  cause  to  consider 
itself  less  an  aggressor,  and  more  a  sufferer,  than  all  others.    Scholars 'of  all 

,  the  districts  have  freely  exercised  the  privilege  of  attending  other  schools,  when- 
ever they  have  had  opportunity,  and  there  was  none  kept  m  their  own  districts. 
But  we  believe  injury,  rather  than  benefit,  results  to  all  the  schools,  from  the 

■  practice.  A  uniformity  of  time  in  the  commencement  of  all  the  schools  might 
be  brought  about  by  a  vote  of  the  Wwn  upon  the  subject,  or  by  a  concert 
among  the  prudential  committees  of  the  several  districts.  Should  this  be 
effected,  the  schools  would  not  only  be  relieved  from  the  evil  cousequences  of 

'  being  inundated  by  crowds  from  other  districts,  but  an  arrangement  might  be 
effected  to  meet  the  teachers  at  a  specified  time,  in  presence  of  the  prudential 
committees  for  examination,  and  thus  the  examining  committee  would  be  ena- 
bled to  discharge  their  duty  more  satisfactorily  than  hitherto  they  have  done. 
The  committee  would  also  suggest  to  the  town,  the  importance  of  a  Common 
School  apparatus  for  the  use  of  each  school.  Of  many  important  branches  of 
science,  a  scholar  would  acquire  more  knowledge  in  a  few  weeks,  by  the  aid  of 
some  simple  apparatus,  than  he  could,  from  the  mere  study  of  a  book,  in  as 
many  months.  It  serves  to  stimulate  the  minds  of  children  to  inquiry  and  ex- 
ertion, and  interests  them  in  studies,  which  otherwise  would  be  dry  and  unin- 
teresting. The  school,  in  district  No.  4,  has  long  been  provided  with  diagrams, 
maps,  globes,  astronomical  and  geometrical  apparatus,  and  the  present  standing 
of  this  school  is  the  best  evidence  of  its  utility.  The  scholars  of  district  No.  1, 
with  a  liberality  worthy  of  imitation  on  a  larger  scale,  by  their  parents,  have 
furnished  their  school  room  with  a  black-hoard.  In  no  other  school  has  any 
kind  of  apparatus  been  introduced.  But  we  hope  to  see  more  attention  given 
to  the  subject,  when  the  several  districts  shall  have  obtained  schoolhouses  suit- 
able for  its  reception.  In  conclusion,  we  would  earnestly  recommend  the  in- 
terests of  our  schools  to  the  regard  of  our  fellow  citizens.  No  subject  has 
higher  claims  to  your  care  and  liberality.  We  live  under  a  government  and 
institutions,  whose  only  sure  support  is  in  the  intelligence  and  knowledge  of 
the  iu6ss  of  the  people.  The  great  source  of  this  intelligence  is  our  Common 
Schools.  Cherish,  improve  and  elevate  them,  and  the  pillars  of  liberty  and 
republicanism  will  remain  firm  and  strong.  Neglect  them,  and  they  will 
crumble  beneath  an  accumulating  mass  of  superstition,  and  ignorance ;  and 
diarchy,  or  despotism  will  rise  upon  their  ruins.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— B.  F.  Heald,  Calvin  Healo,  Ephraim  Robbiks. 
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r^An/mnmnJ?  $(*) Population, 7,631.    ValuaUon, |[1,732,0 

CAMBRlU(jr±s,        .      .       \       Number  of  Public  School.,  17. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^-In  Summer,  1,104 — In  Winter,  1,( 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  802— -In  Winter,  805. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  2,015.— No.  of  person 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  I9« — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Schoo 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  187  months. — In  Summer,  85 — In  Winter,  102. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.  4— F.  1 1.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  ^61 46— To  Females. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  j[14  00— Of  Females,  ^12  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $4,1 46--Of  Females 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $6,609  91. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  2. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  22. — Average  x 

Scholars,  48. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^^1,924. 
^13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong 

Schools,  24. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  264.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  456.< 

gate  paid  for  luition,  %4ij560. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — New  National,  with  the  Introduction,  Gallaudett's  "  Mot 
mer."  Reading — Colburii's  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  Books,  Mount  Vernon  Reader,  Moral 
American  PopiHar  Lessons,  American  Third  Class  Reader,  American  First  Class  < 
pontes  National  do..  Introduction  to  the  National  do.,  Second  Class  do.  Grammar 
and  Murray's,  lugersolPs.  Geograp/iy — Hall's  Child's  Book  of  Geography  and  Wc 
^?*i//im<a'c— Emerson's  and  CoTburn's.  All  oUiert — Goodrich'.^  History  U.  S.,  W 
£lements  of  General  History,  Colburn's  or  Bailey's  Alffebra,  Parker's  Natural  Pi 
Geometry,  Abridgment  of  Wayland's  Moral  Science,  raley's  Natural  Theology,  , 
Common  Place  Book  of  Proite,  Cheever's  Studies  in  Poetry,  Worcester's  Dictionary, 
Sequel,  Grund's  Geometry,  Fowle's  Linear  Drawing,  Comstock's  Natural  Philosopb 
nonielry,  Astronomy,  Foster's  Book-keeping,  Newman's  lilietoric.  Hedge's  Logic,  A 
bie's  Moral  and  Intellectual^  Philosophy. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  *  •It  affords  the  committee  pie 
say,  that  the  gchools  are  under  the  care  of  competent  and  faithful  teach< 
have  generally  devoted  themselves,  with  commendable  assiduity,  to  tl 
rary  and  moral  improvement. 

In  three  of  the  school  rooms,  the  stools  which  were  used  for  seats,  hs 
removed,  and  chairs  put  in  their  place.  This  arrangement  has  been  ; 
with  considerable  expense,  but  we  are  confident,  when  its  importance 
sidered,  as  a  means  of  preserving  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  chili 
one  will  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  good  economy.  The  same  number  o 
yet  remain  to  be  supplied  with  chairs. 

Of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  greater  success  in  our  schools,  the  mos 
ineut,  probably,  is  inconstancy  in  attendance.    *     *    * 

Though  the  expenditures  for  schools  has  been  a  considerable  iten 
general  expenses  of  the  town,  the  committee  cannot,  for  a  moment,  i 
that  any  citizen  would  be  willing  to  see  retrenchment  commence  hen 
he  considers  the  importance  of  well  regulated  Public  Schools  to  the  wc 
of  every  community,  and  of  society  at  large.    »    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Artemas  B.  Muzzey,  J.  W.  Parker,  James  D.  G 
S.  Keith,  Geo.  W.  Simm. 
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(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  ail  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  2,218— In  Winter,  2, 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer^  1,831 — In  Winter,  1,795. 
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(4)  No,  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  2,470.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  304  mlhs.— In  Summer,  152— In  Winter,,  162. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  7— F.  27.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  9— F.  25. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  $b2  86 — To  Females,  ^17  29. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^11  44— Of  Females,  ^8  00. 

>  (9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $^l  42— Of  Females,  $9  29. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j^  1 1,133  62. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  I^o.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12. — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  120.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^2,200. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  90.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ;$[  1,850  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^5,400  00. — Income  from  same,  ^314  00. 

Books  vsKjy.-^SipeUing — New  National,  National.  Reading^^My  First  School  Book,  Wor- 
cester's 2d  and  3d  Books,  Youne  Reader,  Testament,  American  First  Class  Book,  Young  La- 
dy's do  ,  Natural  Reader.  6r/'<rmmflr— Murray's,  Parker's,  Fox's,  Frost's.  Geography^- 
DOiXon  School  Atlas,  Mitchell's,  Worcester's.  ^}i</im£/ic— Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  ;kl  Parts. 
All  others — Bailfy's  Algebra,  Robinson's  Book-keeping,  Blake'.s  Philosophy,  Comstock's 
Chemistry,  Walker's  Astronorav,  W'  rcester's  History,  Sullivan's  Political  Class  Book,  Smel- 
lie's  Natural  Philosophy,  Gould's  Latin  Grammar  and  Latin  Reader. 

Remarks. — ^The  income  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools. 

Selections  from  Report.  «  *  *  The  labors  of  the  board,  during  the 
past  year,  have  been  of  an  important  and  difficult  nature.  The  building  of 
three  schoolhouses ;  the  repairs  made  on  several  of  the  old  ones ;  the  establish- 
ment of  five  schools;  the  alteration  of  the  several  school  districts;  the  addition 
of  backs  to  all  the  seats  in  the  grammar  schools  within  the  Peninsula,  together.^ 
with  the  customary  cares  of  superintendence,  have  comprised  duties,  arduous 
and  responsible.    *    *    * 

About  thirty  children,  apparently  intelligent,  happy,  and,  in  general,  enjoying 
good  health,  were,  from  necessity,  kept  at  the  Poor  House,  in  a  small  room, 
exposed  to  a  noxious  atmosphere,  and  under  a  severe  discipline.  The  instruc- 
tion was  a  mere  mockery;  none  of  the  scholars  could  read  intelligibly.  For 
their  accommodation,  with  others,  a  commodious  schoolhouse  has  been  con- 
structed, on  the  town's  land  on  Clm  street,  and  a  primary  school  established. 
I'hus  far,  the  school  has  succeeded  beyond  the  hopes  of  tlie  board.  The  change 
produced,  by  a  few  months'  instruction,  is  as  gratifying  as  it  is  creditable  to  the 
teacher;  and  no  difficulty  is  experienced  with  regard  to  its  government.  All 
meet  on  the  terms  of  equality, — all  receive  the  same  attention. 

The  humane  provision  thus  made  lor  the  children  of  poverty,f  the  board 
earnestly  hope  will  be  continued.  Though  it  may  be  lightly  viewed  by  some, 
yet  they  look  upon  this  school  with  great  interest.  Many  of  these  children 
early  enter  private  families;  and  here  it  is  too  often  the  case,  that  the  hard 
round  of  domestic  duties  prevents  an  attendance  at  school,  and  they  grow  up 
in  utter  neglect.  Now  they  may  acquire  the  foundations  of  an  education,  and 
desires  for  knowledge,  and  habits  of  self-respect,  and  resolutions  to  conquer 
difficulties,  which  neither  lapse  of  time  nor  daily  toil  can  eradicate.  Reasons 
for  its  continuance  might  easily  be  multiplied ;  but  the  board  only  again  recom- 
mend it  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  town.    *    *    * 

The  seats  in  the  grammar  schools  have  been  the  subject  of  much  complaint, 
on  the  part  of  parents  and  scholars.  For  six  hours,  duiiy,  have  the  pupils  been 
obliged  to  sit  on  a  round  piece  of  plank,  fastened  to  a  standard,  and  without 

t  The  older  boys,  attachod  to  the  Poor  House,  attend  the  grammar  school.  1'here  wure  twelve  in 
the  Winthrop  School  at  the  last  exajnination. 
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any  liack.  Tbis  faas  been  termed  a  ^^seat."  It  has  been  uncomfortable,  in- 
jurious, and  such  as,  io  the  opinion  of  the  board,  should  no  Longer  disgrace  our 
school  rooms.  Accordingly,  backs  have  been  put  to  all  the  seats  in  the  gram- 
mar schools.  It  is  believed  that  no  parent,  who  has  ever  inflicted  on  himself 
the  task  of  sitting  for  one  half  hour  on  these  "  seats,"  will  regard  the  trifling 
sura  it  cost  to  make  the  alteration.    *    *    * 

The  teachers  should  strive  to  be  foailfd  in  their  calling.  Their  duties  are 
daily  becoming  more  rbsponsifole,— tbeir  office  more  honorable ;  and  the  com- 
munity are  daily  growing  more  watchful,  lest  their  high  trusts  be  betrayed* 
And,  just  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  trust,  will  be  the  guilt  of  un- 
faithl'ulness^to  its  duties.  It  is  right  that  it  should  be  thus.  The  parent  places 
under  the  charge  of  a  teacher,  that  which,  to  him,  is  dear  as  life ;  should  it  be 
carelessly  treated  ?  Should  it  be  suffered  to  imbibe  feelings,  and  prejudices, 
and  opinions,  and  principles,  injurious  to  its  nature  ?  The  charge  is,  indeed,  of 
no  light  moment,  and  the  teacher  who  dares  to  trifle  with  it,  is  unworthy  the 
place  he  Alls,  and  should  forever  renounce  his  calling.  On  the  contrary,  the 
high  impoitance  of  his  labors  should  rise  before  him  in  every  act  of  his  school 
duties.  He  is  to  exercise  an  influence,  for  good  or  for  evil,  on  all  those  placed 
under  his  charge,  and  this  influence  ma^  go  forth  from  his  words,  his  opinions, 
his  manners,  when  he  little  thinks  of  their  consequences.  Hence  he  should 
always,  during  school  hours,  in  speech  and  action,  set  before  his  pupils  an  ex- 
ample worthy  to  be  imitated. 

And  the  teacher  should  ever  bear  in  mind,  that,  to  be  faUhftd,  something 
more  is  necessary  than  hearing  lessons  and  enforcing  forms  of  school  disci- 
pline. When  he  stops  here,  he  stops  far  short  of  his  duty.  Too  much  atten- 
tion has  heretofore  been  paid  to  mechanical  recitations, — to  the  mere  cultivation 
of  the  memory.  Ideas,  principles,  opinions,  thus  passing  through  the  mind, 
can  aflbrd  it  hut  little  effective  nourishment ;  they  must  be  worked  over  again 
by  the  pupil,  put  into  new  shape,  and  expressed  in  his  own  language,  ere  they 
can  accomplish  their  valuable  purpose.  Hence  a  great  object  should  be,  to  en- 
courage' the  pupil  in  a  confidence  in  his  own  powers ;  to  make  him  feel  that  he 
has  something  within  him  which  can  think,  and  determine,  and  accomplish ; 
to  'kindle  a  desire  for  progress  in  knowledge ;  and  to  induce  him  to  value 
■  highly  the  results  he  can  attain  by  careful  study  and  unremitting  perseverance. 
Rhetoric,  or  *'  componition,"  is  one  of  the  means  whereby  this  may  be  pro- 
moted; requiring  the  scholars,  in  the  higher  classes,  to  give  the  answers,  in 
their  own  language,  in  their  recitations  of  geography,  of  history  and  philosophy, 
is  another ;  conversation  is  another ;  encouraging  a  taste  for  reading,  another. 
Every  laudable  attempt  of  the  scholar  to  think,  to  reason,  to  investigate  for 
himself^  should  be  favorably  regarded.  Here,  at  times,  a  voice  of  encourage- 
ment, or  a  smile  of  kindness,  will  do  more  to  help  the  youthful  mind  onward 
than  a  thpusand  harah  words  or  harsher  blows.  And  never,  on  any  occasion, 
should  the  withering  blast  of  satire  or  ridicule  be  applied  to  its  first  eflbrts. 
Could  facts  be  known,  many  would  own  that  they  imbibed  an  aversion  to  pub- 
lic speaking,  a  distaste  of  composition,  from  a  careless  or  hasty  word  bestowed 
on  an  early  performance. 

More  especially  will  these  remarks  apply  to  the  treatment  of  those  tenned 
"  the  dull  scholars."  It  may,  perhaps,  be  too  often  the  case,  that  pupils  of 
bright  natural  parts  are  caressed  and  encouraged,  at  an  expense  of  time  which 
should  be  directed  to  the  whole  school.  This  is  decidedly  wrong.  Not  that 
the  board  would  say  aught  in  dis})aragement  of  these  ornaments  of  a  school ; 
they  are  justly  its  pride,  and  the  pride  of  the  teacher.  But  natural  talent  will 
always  succeed,  while  those  not  so  much  gifled,  require  the  careful  attention  of 
the  teacher.  In  the  dullest  intellect,  and  the  coldest  heart,  there  are  powers 
and  feelings,  which  need  only  to  be  reached  by  the  skilful  hand,  to  be  awaken- 
ed to  beneficent  action.  To  them,  then,  let  every  consistent  encouragement  be 
given,  by  kindness  of  manner,  and  timely  aid ;  and  on  no  account  let  them  be 
neglected.    Duty  and  humanity  alike  demand  this. 

Much  has  been  written  and  said  by  the  board,  on  the  subject  of  discipline 
To  maintain  government  in  school  is  indispensable.  There  must  be  law,  and 
it  must  be  strictly  obeyed ;  and  when  this  obedience  cannot  be  had  without 
harsh  means,  then  they  must  be  used.    Daily  experience,  however,  confirms  the 
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opmion,  that  the  less  there  is  of  corporal  punishment  in  our  schools,  the  better 
18  it  for  teacher  and  scholar ;  and  that  in  no  way,  can  a  teacher  more  display 
thorough  skill  in  the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
capacity  and  wants  of  the  youthful  mind,  than  in  maintaining  good  discipline 
among  his  pupils,  and  promoting  their  steady  progress,  without  its  infliction. 

In  relation  to  this,  the  board  have,  heretomre,  taken  the  most  decisive  meas- 
ures. The  following  votes  are  furnished  each  teacher,  on  his  appointment  to  an 
office  in  the  schools ;  they  are  copied  from  resolutions  passed  by  the  board, 
November  27,  1837. 

VaUdf  That  the  teachers  of  the  several  schools  under  the  superintendence  of 
this  board,  be  requested  to  abolish  corporal  punishment  in  their  respective 
schools,  in  all  cases  where  its  omission  will  not  be  manifestly  prejudicial  to 
good  order  and  discipline. 

y^iii^  That  those  teachers  who  have  succeeded  in  maintaining  good  order 
and  discipline,  in  their  schools,  without  the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment, 
merit  the  approbation  of  this  board ;  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  that  all  the 
teachers  will  make  every  necessary  eflbrt  to  maintain  good  order  in  their 
schools,  and  keep  up  the  interest  of  the  scholars  in  their  studies,  without  re- 
sorting to  this  mode  of  discipline ;  which  course  will  meet  with  the  decided 
approbation  of  the  trustees. 

The  board  again  sanction  these  views.  The  opinion  is  daily  gaining  ground, 
that  its  use,  except  in  extreme  cases,  is  wholly  unnecessary.  There  has  not 
been  a  blow  struck  in  the  Prospect  Hill  Grammar  School  since  its  establish- 
ment ;  nor  has  there  teen  a  single  whipping  scene  in  Primary  School  No.  4, 
since  sometime  previous  to  the  last  October  examination.  Kindness,  forcible 
appeal,  and  mild  punishments,  have  produced  submission,  when  the  lash 
would,  probably,  only  have  caused  an  additional  degree  of  stubbornness.  Be- 
sides, this  treatment  is  fiill  as  likely  to  develop  the  amiable  dispositions  of  the 
pupils,  as  its  opposite  is  to  muster,  in  serried  array,  their  evil  ones  ;  it  is  full 
as  likely  to  promote  a  punctual  attendance  at  school,  and  to  inspire  a  love  of 
its  duties,  as  severity  is  to  render  children  averse  to  all  that  belongs  to  it. 
This,  if  no  other  reasons  were  presented,  would  be  a  strong  argument  against 
harsh  discipline.  School  rooms  can  be  made  pleasant  to  children,  not  hateful ; 
— the  teacher  should  ever  endeavor  to  strew  flowers,  and  not  to  plant  thorns, 
along  the  pathway  of  knowledge.  It  is  believed,  there  exists  a  natural  desire 
to  learn,  which,  if  not  checked  by  untimely  influences,  can  be  made  productive 
of  the  happiest  results.  Let  then  the  aim  of  the  teacher  be,  to  welcome  this 
desire,  and  not  to  crush  it,  by  the  hard  lines  of  discipline.  Let* but  the  scholar 
acquire  a  love  of  school,  and  nothing  lies  in  the  way  of  constant  progress. 

Hut  there  is  a  class  of  punishments  far  worse  than  the  penalty  of  the  rod. 
Pulling  children  by  the  ears,  obliging  them  to  remain  in  unnatural  positions, 
with  others  of  a  similar  character,  cannot  be  too  severely  reprehended.  By 
such,  the  constitution,  the  health  of  children,  is  liable  to  sufl*er.  Indeed,  the 
evils  of  such  treatment  are  so  obvious,  as  to  need  no  further  notice.  Their  use 
is  strongly  reprobated  by  the  board,  in  all  cases. 

Good  as  our  schools  are,  still  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  their  further  im- 
provement The  board  are  convinced  that  more — much  more  can  be  done  in 
our  Common  Schools,  in  the  work  of  preparing  the  mind  to  attain  the  high 
mark  of  ''a  complete  and  generous"  education  ;  an  education  that  shall  fit  it 
*'to  perform  justly,  skilfully,  and  magnantmouslt,  all  the  offices,  both 
PRIVATE  AND  PUBLIC,  OP  PEACE  AND  WAR."  The  notiou,  howevor,  must  first 
be  discarded,  that  the  portion  of  education  acquired  in  our  schools,  consists 
solely  in  the  mere  reception  and  delivery,  on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  of  set  les- 
sons,— that  his  degree  of  proficiency,  when  he  enters  upon  active  life,  is  to  be 
measured  by  the  amount  ot  other  inenVs  sayings,  he  is  enabled  to  repeat  Say, 
rather,  that  this  should  be  decided  by  his  measure  of  ability  to  think  closely, 
aud  to  act  rightly ;  to  form  independent  opinions,  and  to  express  them  clearly, 
in  speaking  and  writing.  The  personal  qualities  of  the  teacher,  and  his  untir- 
ing faithfulness  can  chiefiy  foster  this  ability.  Books,  and  systems,  and 
schemes,  may  succeed  euch  other  in  the  school  room,  like  the  scenes  of  a 
drama,  and  leave  only  enfeebled  efforts  as  their  result    It  must  be  the  mind  of 
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the  teacher,  acting  on  the  mind  of  the  pupil,  to  produce  the  wished  for  end  ; 
and  the  teacher,  who  possesses  not  the  energy  or  the  talent  to  set  his  seal  upon, 
the  pupil,  ought  never  to  have  the  honor  of  the  place  he  fills.  While,  then, 
the  board  would  not  speak  disparagingly  of  books,  or  systems,  or  reci.tations, 
used  as  means  of  education,  still  they  woutd  have  it  kept  constantly  in  mind, 
that  they  are  to  be  used  but  as  tneans,  and  that  the  great  end  i%  not  accumula- 
tion of  masses  of  facts,  but  discipline  of  mind  and  development  of  its  pow- 
ers.   •    •    * 

It  surely  will  not  be  considered  inappropriate  here,  to  advert  to  one  or  two 
topics  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  parents  towards  the  schools ;  for  their  sympa- 
thy and  cooperation  can  do  much  to  promote  their  prosperity,  and  are,  in  the 
hi^est  degree,  cheering  and  valuable  to  the  teacher. 

The  large  proportion  of  absences,  as  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  exhibit  made 
of  the  condition  of  the  schools,  must  strike  every  one  with  surprise  and  regret. 
Sometimes  these  occur  unavoidably ;  often,  however,  it  is  believed,  they  may 
be  prevented ;  one  quarter  of  a  school,  is  certainly  far  too  large  a  nunr>ber  to  be 
constantly  absent.  Too  often,  it  is  feared,  absences  occur  in  consequence  of* 
parental  indifference  and  indulgence.  Too  often,  petty  errands  take  up  valua- 
''ole  hours,  which  should  be  spent  in  school.  If  so  disposed,  parents  can  do 
much  to  remedy  this  great — this  crying  evif.  Absences  are  bad  for  the  school, 
—bad  for  the  pupil.  They  derange  classes,  interrupt  discipline,  perplex  the 
teacher,  and  operate,  in  many  other  ways,  to  prevent  his  success,  even  with 
those  scholars,  who  are  constant  in  their  attendance.  But  it  is  far  worse  for 
the  pupil.  If  a  child  has  a  natural  right  to  an  education,  then  withholding  him 
from  the  place  where  its  foundations  are  laid,  is  a  high  violation  of  this  right, 
for  which  the  parent  must  answer  to  his  own  conscience.  Certain  it  is,  that 
no  freeman,  for  a  moment,  would  submit  to  a  law,  that  should  take  from  his 
chilflren  any  portion  of  "go  noble  a  boon ;  the  mere  promulgation  of  such  an  edict 
would  produce  a  stamp-act  ferment.  Hut  are  the  consequences  to  his  child 
any  the  less  fatal,  because  the  parent  voluntarily  subjects  himself  to  the  practi- 
cal evils  which  such  a  law  would  create  ?  Will  the  cup  he  thus  commends  to 
bis  lips,  in  the  future  ignorance,  and  degradation,  and  misery  of  his  own  off- 
spring, be  any  the  less  bitter.^  Jf  any  proposition  is  true,  it  is,  that  the  surest 
way  to  secure,  to  parental  fondness,  future  peace  and  happiness,  and  to  society, 
valuable  citizens,  is,  to  implant,  in  youth,  that  moral  and  intellectual  influence, 
that  will  sway  it  for  good ;  to  see  to  it,  that,  in  early  life,  the  foundation  for  a 
complete  education  is  laid  strong  and  deep. — How  can  this  better  be  don^,  than 
by  promoting  an  attendance  at  school  ? 

But  it  is  not  merely  in  causing  punctuality  in  attendance  at  school,  that  parents 
can  cooperate  with  teachers,  in  the  work  of  promoting  the  education  of  their 
children.  No  influence  operates  so  powerfully  on  their  minds  and  hearts,  as 
home  influence.  Let  this  be  enlisted  on  the  side  of  school  duties,  and  they 
will  be  performed,  with  cheerful  alacrity,  by  the  pupil ;  when,  otherwise,  he 
might  treat  them  with  indifference  or  scorn. — But,  is  not  this  powerful  engine, 
often  it  may  be  unconsciously,  on  the  part  of  the  parent,  brought  to  bear  direct- 
ly against  the  interests  of  the  school  ?  Who  can  measure  the  influence  of 
words  of  disrespect  to  teachers,  or  of  hook  learning,  or  of  school  government, 
or  of  general  education,  hastily  dropped  in  the  social  circle,  in  the  presence  of 
children  ?  If  parents  would  have  their  children  engaged  in  the  duties  of  school, 
they  must  feel  interested  in  all  that  ])ertains  to  it,  and  must  ever  magnify  its 
importance.  They  can  do  much,  in  this  manner,  to  promote  the  usefulness  of 
the  teacher;  much,  by  sustaining  him  in  the  difficult  task  of  government,  and  in 
refraining  from  interfering  with  the  general  rules  of  the  school ;  much,  by 
social  intercourse  with  him,  and  by  always  manifesting  their  sense  of  the  esti- 
mation in  which  they  hold  his  vocation: 

These  considerations,  the  hoard  would  respectfully,  yet  earnestly,  press  u|>on 
the  attention  of  parents.  If  they  would  have  grow,  in  their  offi:prin«,  a  high- 
toned  sentiment,  a  love  of  knowledge,  a  determination  to  qualify  themselves 
for  the  active  duties  of  society,  and  to  cultivate,  as  the  great  end  of  life,  their 
moral  and  intellectual  nature;  let  these  be  fostered  by  that  home  wflutnce^ 
which  nature  has  provided  for  their  infant  wants ;  and  let  the  full  weight  of  this 
influence,  in  all  its  various  ways,  be  exerted,  in  promoting  the  attendance,  and 
in  sustaining  the  energies,  of  Public  Schools.    *    *    * 
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« 

So  long  as  this  local  interest  continues,  will  the  cause  of  Common  Schools 
rest  on  n  sure  foundation  ;  it  will  have,  to  foster  and  strengthen  it,  the  same 
healthy  influences  which  gave  it  life.  And,  as  all  are  alike  vitally  interested  in 
its  safe  preservation  and  continued  progress,  so  should  all  endeavor  to  keep  it 
sacred  from  sectional  division,  or  paity  vortex ;  for  its  demands  despise  the 
lines  of  sect  and  party,  and  call  for  aid,  wherever  it  is  to  be  had.  Here,  at  least, 
let  there  he  common  ground,  where  all  may  strive  for  a  common  good, — where 
all  may  join  for  a  noble  end.  And  never  may  the  time  arrive,  when  parents 
and  guardians  shall  cease  to  feel  an  interest  in  that  which  so  intimately  con- 
cerns their  safety  and  happiness.  Never  may  the  time  come,  when  the  noble 
principle,  that  every  child  has  as  much  natural  right  to  an  education,  as  he  has 
to  the  air  he  breathes,  or  the  proposition,  that  a  republican  government,  unless 
resting  on  popular  intelligence,  is  a  baseless  fabric,  shall  be  virtually  denied  in 
ftis  community,  by  frigid  inditfercnce,  or  nisgard  parsimony.  When  such  be- 
comes the  general  state  of  public  opinion,  clouds  will  darken  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation; and,  when  this  noble  pillar,  that  supports  the  goodly  frame- work  of  our 
country's  institutions,  is  overthrown,  our  nation  will  be  but  a  name,  and  our 
liberties  as  a  shadow.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Alfred  Allen,  George  VV.  Warren,  John  Sanborn, 
Chirles  Foster,  Thomas  Brown,  Jr. 


CHELMSFORD,  .     .     j  <''  l^°Pt"° "/  '/If  Jf''f"'^l  ^^''"'  °°' 

'  (        Number  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  ihe  Schools— In  Summer,  363 — In  Winter,  487. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  255-*In  Winter,  360. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  ag^e  in  the  town,  378. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  56. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  66  mlhs.  24  days.— In  Summer,  27  9— In  Winter,  29  15. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $26  58— To  Females,  ^12  98. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  58— Of  Females,  gd  65. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\8  00— Of  Females,  $1 33. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;^  1,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^28. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,       . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  18.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  38.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^288  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— .Spe/Zing^National,  Walker's  Dictionary.  /Jcoding- Testament,  American 
First  Class  Hook,  National  Reader,  Rhetorical  do.,  Improved  do.,  Young  do.,  Sequel  to  Easy 
Lessons.  Grammar — Smith's.  G^co^rap/iy— OIney's,  Maite-Brun's,  Parley's.  Arithmetic — 
Colhom's  Intellectual,  Adams'  and  Smilh's.  All  o(/i«r*— Blake's  and  Comslock's  Philosophy, 
Wilkina'  Astronomy,  Comstock's  Chemistry,  History  U.  S.,  Parley's  do.,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 

Selections  frou  Report.  *  *  *  The  committee  are  happy,  in  having 
M  opportunity  to  say,  that,  in  no  year,  during  the  ^ve  last  past,  have  the  schools, 
collectively  considered,  exhibited  so  great  a  degree  of  improvement,  as  in  the 
one  now  just  closed.    *    *    * 

Since  making  our  last  annual  report,  there  have  been  made,  and  are  now 
making,  ensential  repairs  and  alterations,  in  several  of  the  sclioolhouses.  *  * 
Much  praise  is  certainly  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  those  districts,  for  their 
spirited  exertions  and  commendable  liberality.  The  committee  cannot  refrain, 
however,  from  giving  au  opinion,  that  the  desks,  in  many  of  the  houses,  are 
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Still  objectionable,  even  in  some  recently  built  or  repjaired ;  and  tbey  woulc 
respectfully,  yd  eoamtsUy,  request,  that  whenever  any  district  may,  for  the  fu 
ture,  come  to  the  conclusion  to  build  or  repair  its  schoolhouse,  they  will  no 
fail  to  take  into  especial  considerationy  the  convenience  and  advantages  derivec 
from  so  constructing  the  scholars'  desks,  as  that  they  may  all  front  in  cne  dlreo 
tioD.  This  single  consideration,  it  is  confidently  believed,  will  be  found  to  l>< 
of  vastly  more  importance,  than  studying  to  devise  plans,  how  they  may  crozijc 
the  greatest  number  of  scholars  into  the  smallest  post»ible  space. 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  pleasure,  that  the  committee  feel  at  liberty  to  announce 
that  an  increased  estimate  of  the  worth  and  importance  of  our  Cominor 
Schools,  and  a  growing  interest  in  their  prosperity,  have  very  perceptibly  de- 
veloped themselves  the  past  year,  in  more  ways  than  one.  Besides,  the  im- 
provements made  and  making,  in  schoolhouses,  the  public  examinations  have 
been  much  more  fully  attended,  in  nearly  all  the  schools,  than  formerly.  A 
more  general  sense  of  the  importance  of  children's  commencing  their  educa- 
tion at  the  loot  of  the  ladder,  and  gradually  progressing  upward,  instead  of  be- 
ginning at  the  top,  and  struggling,  with  fruitless  endeavors,  to  climb  over,  and 
descend  the  other  side.  And  *<  lastly,  though  not  the  least,"  the  efficient  and 
increased  sum  voted,  at  the  last  town  meeting,  for  the  support  of  schools^  and 
the  just  and  liberal  policy  adopted,  relative  to  its  distribution,  are  so  many 
striking  evidences  of  the  just  views  and  proper  feelings  of  the  inhabitants, 
generally,  on  these  all-important  objects,  that,  to  pass  them  over  in  silence,  or 
without  commendation,  would  be  committing  a  manifest  act  of  injustice. 

The  committee  have,  likewise,  been  gratified,  in  witnessing  increased  mani- 
festations of  the  evidences  of  the  beneficiaj  results  attending  their  own  exer- 
tions, generally,  during  the  year  just  expired.  They  have  seen  some  of  the 
more  prominent  errors,  (or  what  they  believed  to  be  such,)  which  had  crept  into 
our  schools,  gradually  passing  away,  till  they  have  become  nearly  extinct. 
They  have  seen  that  species  of  u])start  vanity,  that  itching  desire,  and  propen- 
sity, so  universally  prevalent  in  all  our  schools,  to  grasp,  at  once,  at  the  lighter 
and  ornamental  branches  of  science,  give  place  to  a  more  just  estimate  of  the 
solid  and  useful  branches,  and  to  a  recurrence  to  first  principles.  They  have 
seen,  that  r^fwgnance  to  searching  into  the  meaning  of  words,  and  the  nature 
and  reasons  on  which  the  principles  of  science  are  founded,  gradually  over- 
come ;  and  that  unmeaning,  and  parrot-like  chattering,  so  universally  preva- 
lent, has,  in  a  great  measure,  eiven  place  to  more  rational  and  comprehensive 
views  and  exercises.    *    *    •    . 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Otis  Adams,  E.  F.  Webster,  Joseph  Warreit,  Jr. 


r*  n  Arn  nr?n  M*)  Pop^latioo,  2,02s.    Valuation,  5499,874  00. 

Oi^iVOL/^^,    ....      J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— hi  Summer,  499— In  Winter,  651. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  344 — In  Winter,  397. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  532. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  53. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  aUend  School.  60. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  90  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  57  14— In  Winter,  33. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wmtei^M.  7— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  gSZ  14— To  Females,  ;$[10  88. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  71— Of  Females,  $5  44. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  j^22  43— Of  Females,  $5  44. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wag«s  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  52,0(X)  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .^Average  Nq.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 
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(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies^  Piivata  Scliools*  aad  Sc1um1»  kepi  to  probnf  Common 

School  5.-«-Af  gprejpie  of  moaUu  kept^  14^— Average  Noh  ef  Scbolani  4&M-A(j(gre* 
gate  paid  for  ftaition^  $SQO  tXK 

(14)  Amount  of  Loeal  Fuadg,  $9S3  33.-^iB<M»m6  (ham  Baiii«)  f  60  09. 

Books  usxd. — 8pelling^^Wa\ker^s  Dictionary,  National  Spelling  Book.  IZtfoifir^r— Bible,  - 
Worcester's  Primer,  Introduction  to  National  Spelling  Book,  Young  Reader,  Emerson^s  See- 
ond  Class  Reader,  Introduclioa  to  National  do.,  National,  do.,  American  First  Class  Book.  * 
Grammar — Kirkman's  and  Smith's,  Latin  and  Greek,  ijfeography — JMalte-Brun's,  Smith's, 
and  Worcester's  small.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Parts,  and  Colburn's.  AU 
others — Comstock's  Chemistry,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Goodrich's  History,  and  Wilkuis'  Astron- 
omy. X 

Selections  fbom  Report.  ^  *  *  It  has  been  the  aim  of  your  committee 
to  comply  with  the  law  in  all  thinga  pertaining  to  the  duties  of  their  office;  and, 
in  doing  this,  they  are  happy  to  add,  that  they  have  had  the  approval  and  co- 
operation of  the  several  prudential  committees,  with  whom  they '  have  been 
associated.    •    *    * 

The  comparative  cheapness  of  the  labor  of  females,  and  their  superior  quali* 
fications  for  instructing  the  younger  portions  of  our  children,  induce  the  beiieiv 
that  female  teachers  might  be  advantageously  employed,  in  some  of  tiie  dis- 
tricts, a  still  greater  proportion  of  the  time. 

The  success  which  has  attended  the  efibns  of  the  several  teachers,  the  year 
past,  has  been  various.  Some  of  the  schools  have  succeeded  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  the  committee,  while  others  have  furnished  evidence  of  a  less  favor- 
able i-esult.  *  *  Among  the  prominent  causes  of  a  want  of  more  complete 
success,  is  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  teachers.  In  the  summer  schools,  five 
out  of  six  were  inexperienced.  In  the  male  schools,  ^ve  out  of  seven  were 
without  much  practical  knowledge  of  school-keeping.  We  think,  however, 
that,  on  an  average,  they  have  done  as  well  as  young  persons^  without  experi- 
ence and  without  any  particular  preparation  for  teaching,  could  be  expected  to 
do.  The  want  of  success  in  government,  in  so  many  instances,  we  think  has 
been  owing  to  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  the  teachers,  and  the  prevalent, 
idea,  that  no  coercion  is  necessary  in  the  government  of  schools.  But  why,  it 
may  be  asked,  do  not  prudential  committees  get  the  best  teachers,  and  why  do 
town  committees  sanction  any  but  the  best?  We  answer,  that  they  must  get 
such  as  are  to  be  had.  The  truth  is,  the  teachers,  tlu*ough  the  Commonwealth, 
are  mostly  young  and  inexperienced.  Rarely  does  a  young  man  or  woman 
keep  school  more  than  two  or  three  seasons,  and,  of  course,  one  half  or  one 
third  must  be  new  beginners.  With  imperfect  education  often,  and  without  any 
prepHratiou  for  teaching,  and  entering  upon  it  as  a  temporary  expedient,  it  is 
not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  can,  at  once,  organize,  discipline,  and  in- 
struct a  school  successfully.  If  almost  any  one  of  the  teachers  would  spend 
six  months,  under  the  instruction  of  an  accomplished  teacher,  to  learn  the  art 
of  teaching  and  disciplining  a  school,  they  might  begin  with  better  hope  of 
success.  We  hope  that  more,  who  propose  to  teach,  will  go  to  the  Normal 
School  and  make  the  experiment  The  committee  would  suggest,  that,  if  the 
prudential  committees  would  have  their  choice  of  teachers,  they  must  be  early 
in  their  applications  and  untiring  in  their  efforts.  After  all,  if  any  person  thinks 
it  an  easy  task  always  to  obtain  first-rate  teachers,  we  should  advise  that  they 
be  put  on  the  committee. 

In  regard  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  schoolhouses,  your  committee 

would  observe,  that  those  in  Districts  No. ,  in  particular,  are  in  need  of 

bein^  rebuilt,  or  thoroughly  repaired,  and  that  nearly  all  the  others,  in  the  outer 
districts,  need  more  or  less  repairs  and  alterations,  to  make  them  what  they 
should  be,  convenient,  comfortable  and  pleasant  to  the  scholars.  Your  com- 
mittee recommend,  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what 
ought  to  be  done  iq  the  case. 

One  of  the  prominent  defects,  more  or  less  common  to  all  the  schools,  is  bad 
reading.  To  become  a  good  reader,  is  not  only  an  important  but  difficult  ac- 
quisition, and  requires  the  aid  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  fundamental 
rules,  and,  what  is  of  still  greater  importance,  and  not  always  to  be  obtained,  a 
teacher  who  is,  himself  able  to  give  first-rate  specimens  of  good  reading.    With 
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these  aids,  fiiithfully  applied,  this  branch  of  education  might  be  much  improved. 
Li'  the  numerous  studies  allowed  in  school,  there  is  danger  that  the  pupil  yvill 
not  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  what  he  professes  to  learn,  lo  oltviate 
this,  your  committee  have  reauu^d,  that  no  scholar  be  allowed  to  leave  a  study, 
till  it  was  well  understood.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  — Barzillai  Frost,  Nehemiah  Ball. 


n  I?  J  r*  7TT*  \  ^^)  Population,  1,898.    Valuation,  5436,110  00. 

UtiAUUl^        ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  13. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  505— In  Winter,  547. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  *Summer,  371 — In  Winter,  430. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  572.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  48. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  59. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  61  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  33  25— In  Winter,  27  17. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  13.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  13— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wag^es  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  5^1  "77 — ^To  Females,  jfl I  ^I- 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^8  00 — Of  Females,  %h  51. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ;^I3  70 — Of  Females,  %h  90. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^  1,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^75  50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11. — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  35.^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  %b\^, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  18. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  28. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  j[218  51. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %         . — Income  from  same,  % 

Books  used. — jSpe/Ztng-— ^National,  Dictionary.  Reading — ^Nalional  Reader,  Introduction 
to  do  ,  New  Testament,  Young  Reader.  Crrammar— S mi ih^,  and  some  smaller  works.  Ge- 
ography— Malte-Rrun's,  Oliiey's,  Hall's,  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Adams',  Smith's,  Colburn's 
First  Lessons,  Colburn's  Sequel.  All  o</t«r«~-Colburn's  Algebra,  Grund's  Philosophy,  Grund's 
Chemistry,  Geography  of  the  Heavens,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  and  United  States  History. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  That  there  has  been  a  progressive 
improvement,  in  the  condition  of  our  schools,  considered  collectively,  during 
the  past  year,  and  for  several  years  previous,  your  committee  are  fully  assured. 
This  iact,  no  one,  it  is  believed,  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  being  conver- 
sant with  their  situation,  will  be  disposed  to  controvert.  Should  any  man,  who 
has  seen  nothing  of  our  schools,  for  the  last  dozen  years,  attend  our  examina- 
tions now,  he  would  doubtless  be  somewhat  surprised  at  the  advancement  they 
have  made,  in  ull  their  branches  of  study.  *  *  These  advantages  have  most- 
ly arisen,  it  is  supposed,  from  legislative  enactments,  the  better  qualifications  of 
teachersi,  improvetnent  in  school  books  and  the  mode  of  instruction,  more  lib- 
eral appropriations  for  the  support  of  our  schools,  public  lectures,  and  the 
greater  interest  taken,  by  the  public  generally,  in  the  cause  of  education. 
Great  defects,  however,  are  still  observable  in  our  schools,  some  of  which,  your 
committee  feel  themselves  bound  to  notice.  Want  of  proper  order,  or  govern- 
ment, is  one  of  the  leading  defects,  which  they  think  demands  a  moment^s  at- 
tention, 'i  his  fault,  in  a  part  of  our  schools  at  least,  has  obtained  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  and  has  greatly  retarded  their  advancement.  Your  commitee, 
believing  good  discipline  to  be  the  foundation  of  improvement,  have  labored 
unweariedly  to  establish  it  in  all  our  schools,  but  have  ibnnd  it  a  task  exceed- 
ingly  difficult  to  accomplish.  Without  order,  our  schools  are  ot  little  value, 
and  can  never  realize  the  hopes  of  those,  who  have  their  welfare  at  heart  Or- 
der is  said  to  be  ''  heaven's  first  law,"  and  should  it  not  be  earth's  first  law  ? 
Every  one  knows  the  omnipotence  of  it,  in  all  the  aflfairs  of  life,  but  in  no  place 
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whatever,  is  it  more  absolutely  indispensable,  than  in  oar  schools,  where  every 
scholar  should  have  an  opportunity  to  pursue  his  studies,  without  being  inter- 
rupted by  whispering,  or  noise  of  any  description.  But  whence  does  this  dilfi- 
cuhy  originate  ?  It  would  be  unfair  to  attribute  it  to  a  constitutional  obstinacy, 
or  perverseness  of  the  scholars;  for  human  nature  is  supposed  to  be  about  the 
same  every  where ;  and,  on  this  ground,  we  might  expect  to  see  the  same  fault 
equally  prevalent  in  all  the  schools.  It  may,  and  in  many  instances,  doubtless, 
does  arise  from  the  incapacity  of  teachers,  as  it  oAen  happens  that,  though  they, 
are  well  versed  in  all  the  requisite  branches  of  learning,  yet  they  possess  no 
talent  for  governing  and  managing  a  school.  But,  in  the  opinion  of  your  conn- 
mittee,  the  evil  may,  for  the  most  part,  be  traced  to  the  opposition,  or  negli- 
gence of  parents.  It  is  believed,  that  they  often  entertain  erroneous  notions  of 
school  discipline.  They  of  course  allow  their  children  to  play,  and  be  more  or 
less  noisy  at  home,  and  are  apt  to  think  they  should  have  something  of  the 
same  indulgence  at  school.  Their  children  are  sweet-tempered,  and  well  dis* 
posed,  and  cannot  need  any  correction  ;  or,  if  any,  the  measure  of  punishment 
which  they  would  allow,  is  entirely  ineffectual.  But  suppose  every  scholar  in 
a  school  of  30,  40,  50,  or  60,  is  permitted  to  whisper  a  little,  talk  a  little,  cough 
a  little,  play  a  little,  make  some  noise  with  his  feet,  and  some  noise  in  a  thous- 
and other  ways,  is  not  all  successful  study  necessarily  precluded  ?  would  not 
the  school  present  a  scene  of  confusion,  not  less  annoying,  than  that  which 
occurred  at  the  building  of  Babel  ?  Yet  if  the  teacher,  after  trying  all  other 
means,  undertakes  to  suppress  these  evils,  and  restore  order,  by  resorting  to 
corporal  punishment,  though  advised  and  directed  so  to  do  by  the  school  com- 
mittee, he  soon  learns,  perhaps,  that  the  parents  are  dissatisfied ;  that  they  have 
taken  a  stand  against  him  ;  that  they  accuse  him  of  partiality,  severity,  and  even 
cruelty,  and  that  they  consider  him  unfit  for  his  employment  The  scholars 
readily  adopt  the  opinion  of  their  parents,  echo  their  expressions,  and  become 
more  and  more  disorderly.  The  opposition  is  too  strong.  The  teacher  is  dis- 
couraged. His  authority  is  trampled  under  foot,  his  usefulness  ended,  and  all 
further  improvement  of  the  school  out  of  the  question.  Or,  if  the  parents  do 
not  actually  oppose  the  teacher,  unless  he  is  quite  efiScient  and  skilful  in  his 
mode  of  government,  the  school  may  become  almost  useless,  through  their 
negligence.  Mere  neutrality,  on  their  part,  will  not  answer.  They  should  re- 
flect carefully,  on  the  importance  and  necessity  of  school  discipline,  and  en- 
deavor to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions  on  the  subject ;  attend  to  any  disturban- 
ces that  may  arise  in  school,  and  exert  their  influence  to  suppress  them ;  culti- 
vate un  acquaintance  with  the  teacher ;  advise  with  him,  when  it  is  needful, 
and  cooperate  with  him  and  the  committee,  in  their  efforts  to  establish  and 
maintain  good  order.    ^    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Israel  Hildretb,  Colburn  Blood,  Jr. 


rkTTT^TCirwiAUT  IJ1  5(0  Population,  670.    Valuation,  5167,401  00. 

DUISiSlABL.J^,         .       .       I       Number  of  Public  Schools, 5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  129— In  Winter,  182. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  99 — In  Winter,  139. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  139. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  41. 

(5)  Aggregate  leno;th  of  the  Schools,  27  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  14  21— In  Winter,  12  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  1— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ;8(230O— To  Females,  $12  94. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $8  00— Of  Females,  Si  87. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $15  00 — Of  Females,  $S  06. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $350  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^26  00. 
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(IS)  No*  of  Mcorporated  Aoadomiet,  *-^Aggngaia  of  mooUMi  kept,  d-^Aw9g«  No.  of 
Scholara,     ^^^^g^regete  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(IS)  No.  of  uniDCorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Sehools  kept  to  prolong  Commou 
Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1  J.— Average  No.  of^  Scholars,  .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  ^^-^Income  from  same,  S 

BoOKS^  USED. — Spelling^^Verrfs  and  Kelley's.  JZcarfinfl;*— Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader, 
Emerson's  First  Glass  Book,  Pierpont's  National  Reader  and  Introduction,  and  Young  Reader. 
(Grammar— Smith's.  Oeogrttpky^SmiiWs  and  Oiney's,  and  Peter  Parley's  for  Children. 
Arithmeiie^Adi%m»\  Colbura's  and  £morsoa's.  AU  a^«r«^Goodrich's,  Pholps',  and  Wor- 
tester'?  Histories,  VVatts  on  the  Mind,  Comstock's  Philosophy. 

RsMA&K. — ^The  return  respecting  the  Private  School  is  incomplete. 

SiXECTiONs  FEOM  Report.  *  •  •  Your  committee  have  generally  visit- 
ed, at  the  commencement  and  close  of  each  school,  as  a  body,  and,  in  the  inter- 
vening weeks,  separately,  so  that  each  should  determine  the  progress  the 
schools  were  making ;  and  we  are  happy  to  state,  that,  in  our  opmion,  the 
money,  voted  by  the  town,  has  been  judiciously  expended,  with  regard  to  the 
selection  and  employment  of  teachers.    *    *    * 

*  *  *  A  few  dollars,  for  establishing  a  school  library,  might  be  judicious- 
ly expended  in  our  opinion.  *  *  As  nothing  would  tend  to  promote  the 
cause  of  education  more  than  this,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  several  districts 
niay  be  induced  to  exercise  the  power,  granted  to  raise  money  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  separation  of  the  younger,  from  the  older  scholars,  and  placing  the 
former  entirely  under  female  teachers,  will  contribute  much  to  the  correct  dis- 
cipline of  the  schools,  and  progress  of  the  children  in  education.  We  would 
suggest,  to  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of  raising  more  money,  and  estab- 
lishing a  school  in  this  town,  under  a  suitable  male  teacher,  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  older  scholars.  If  we  may  not  surpass,  it  is  certainly  worth  whUe 
to  try  not  to  be  behind,  other  towns,  in  our  vicinity,  in  educating  all  the  children 
in  our  own.  No  means  ought  to  be  spared,  to  make  the  rising  generation  pro- 
ficient in  literature,  practical  knowledge,  manners  and  morals.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITPEE.— Peter  Kendall,  Robert  Ouren. 


(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  596 — In  Winter,  612. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  476 — In  Winter,  473. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  j'ears  of  age  in  the  town,  7^. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  43.^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  66. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  80  mths.  14  days. — In  Summer,  42  14 — In  Winter,  38. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  13.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  ^31  72 — To  Females,  5I6  24. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^10  00 — Of  Females,  $S  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $^\  72 — Of  Females,  $B  24. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 
.    Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;S^2,105  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10^.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  55. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5979. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  11. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  15. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  260.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $11^  41. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 
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( 

Books  irflBD.^£|petftfigi^National,  Introduction  to  do.  Iteaelti^g'— National,  Mount  Vernon 
and  Youti'  Readers,  New  Testament.  Grammar— Smith's.  Geogrmfhy — Malte-Brun's  and 
Analytical.  ^n'Mm^/ic— Adams'  new,  Emerson's  N.  American  and  Colburu's.  All  o</ter«-~ 
Webster's  Dictionary,  Parker's  Guide  to  Composition,  Marshall's  Book-keeping. 

Selections  from  Report.  «  •  *  And  to  this  end,  the  committee  can 
only  say,  that  every  thing  hangs  on  the  selection  of  brisk,  business-like  indi- 
viduals for  teachers,  who  are  not  only  competent  to  their  work,  as  teachers,  but 
willioftise,  into  their  scholars,  something  of  the  wakeful,  industrious  spirit,  with 
which  themselves  have  gained  an  eminence.  ^Like  priest,  like  people,"  was 
never  more  true,  than  in  relation  to  the  business  of  school  teaching.  We  can- 
not, indeed,  ex])ect  bright  scholarship  from  all  the  stupid,  vacant,  indolent  ones, 
that  present  themselves  in  our  district  schools ;  but  experience  has  i  aught,  that 
widi  may  be  gained  over  these  deep-laid,  not  to  say  nutunil  disabilities. 

Natural  dulness  is  an  evil  that  must  be  borne  with.  The  main  question  with 
the  committee,  and  with  all,  is,  whether  each  school,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, is  making  its  best  possible  progress.  Tiiis  being  done,  the  remaining 
infirmities  and  shortcomings,  though  very  undesirable,  are  things  to  be  borne 
with. 

Bating  the  unusual  detention  by  sickness,  the  past  winter,  the  conomittee 
JttTe  still  to  regret  a  painful  want  of  constancy,  in  attendance,  with  many  &m- 
iliea,  and  would  bring  it  forward  as  one  of  the  crying  evils  that  retard  the  best 
progress  of  our  school  operations.  Whether  from  incapacity  in  many  parents, 
to  get  out  their  children,  or  whether  from  a  sheer  negligence  in  the  matter, — 
such  is  the  fact,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  bills, — that  many  scholars  are  absent 
a  very  large  proportion  of  their  time.  *  •  We  know,  that,  from  the  different 
economy  of  &mi lies,  or  rather,  the  flagrant  want  of  it  in  some  families,  these  evils 
will  occur;  but  they  are  such  as  to  demand  th>3  attention,  as  well  as  severe  re- 
monstniDce  of  all ;  and  the  remedy  of  the  evil  will  be  found,  in  part,  by  rousing 
up  the  remainder  of  the  community,  whose  rights  are  thus  outraged,  and  who 
are  iiabje  to  be  flooded  with  unlettered  children,  to  do,  for  delinquent  parents 
and  guardians,  what,  it  seems,  they  had  not  a  heart  to  do  for  themselves. 

Another  impediment  to  the  best  profit  of  our  school  operations,  is  found  in 
the  want  of  mutual  cooperation  between  the  parent  and  the  teacher ;  or,  rather, 
the  embarrassment  the  former  is  constautly  throwing  in  the  way.  Many  a 
worthy  teacher  is  crippled  in  his  operations,  and  oflen  sent  away  in  disgrace, 
by  the  sympathy  agmrut  him  on  the  part  of  those  whose  interest,  with  hid  own, 
u  involved  in  having  their  children,  in  some  way,  reduced  to  order.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  GOMM1TTEE.--ISAAC  Uosford,  William  Barrt. 


GR  O  TO  J\r  J  ^  * )  Population,  2,057.    Valuation,  ;;551,142  00. 

UlUISy        ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(t)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  484— In  Winter,  661. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  328— In  Winter,  453. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  608.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  46. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  93. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  80  mths.  1  day— In  Summer,  44  14— in  Winter,  35  15. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  14.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintefw-M.  13— F.  1- 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  j[26  70— To  Females,  g9  39. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  78— Of  Females,  $^  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5 18  92— Of  Females^  £4  89. 

(10)  Amoant  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,500  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  %\t, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  I. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  70.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^850. 

10 
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(13)  No.  of  imiDeorporated  AcademieSy  Private  Scl^oolft,  and  Schools  kepi  to  prolong  Comoioii 
Seboolt,  4^— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  Id.-^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  24« — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $158. 

04)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $6^  O0.~lncome  from  same,  $31 20. 

Books  vs^D.-^SpelUn/p—^orih  American,  Worcester's  Primer.    Ucarftiig^— Porter's  Khe- 
torical  Render,  Sequel  and  Easy  Lessons,  Youngr  Reader  and  Testament.    Crramfmii'— Smith 's . 


6F<(^rap/ty— Make-Brun's  and  Parley's.    Ariiiifiutic^A<kima%  Colburn's  and  Emerson's.    j^U 
o^n»— Webster's  and  Worcester's  Dictionaries,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Wilkins' 

Astronomy,  Blake's  Philosophy. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  Your  committee  take  plea&ure  iu 
stating,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  condition  of  the  Public  Schools,  during  the 
past  year,  has  been  progressive.  In  several  schools,  great  interest  baa  been 
manifested  by  parents,  teachers  and  children,  in  order  to  render  the  schools 
more  profitable,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  qual- 
ification of  teachers.  In  attempting  this,  an  acquaintance  with  a  greater  num- 
ber of  branches  has  not  been  required,  but  a  more  accurate  (cnowledge  of  the 
primary  ones,  which  are  the  foundation  of  all  good  learning.  The  practice  or 
devoting  but  little  time  or  attention,  to  the  exercises  of  reading  and  ^eUing, 
is  believed  to  be  pernicious  in  its  influence.  No  person  can  ever  be  a  good 
scholar,  without  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these  elementary  branches.  Too 
often  has  it  been  the  case,  that  the  exercise  of'  reading  has  been  hurried  over, 
without  any  explanation  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  or  acquaintance  with  the 
subject,  on  the  part  of  the  scholar.  No  person  can  read  xoeU^  unless  he  first 
understands  the  meaning  of  the  writer.  This,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  cannot  be 
conveyed  to  the  minds  of  children,  without  the  particular  effort  of  teachers. 
Hence  it  is  desirable  to  have  more  attention  bestowed  upon  this  branch  of  edu- 
cation. The  end  is  not,  however,  to  be  attained  by  reading  more,  than  is  the 
custom  in  our  schools  at  present,  but  by  reading  ksSf  in  a  more  intelligible  man- 
ner. There  is  no  fault  more  common  than  hadapeUing.  This  is  to  be  attribu- 
ted, in  a  great  measure,  to  defects  in  early  education ;  defects  which  can  hard- 
ier be  eradicated,  by  the  most  persevering  eflbrt  in  afler-llfe.  It  is,  therefore, 
highly  necessary,  that  the  first  principles  implanted  in  the  mind  of  the  cbild» 
should  be  correct  To  these  departments  of  education,  the  attention  of  your 
committee  has  been  particularly  directed. 

A  great  obstacle  to  tJie  progress  of  scholars,  is  the  want  of  discipline  in  the 
shools.  By  discipline^  we  do  not  mean  that  obedience  to  rules,  wMch  is  the 
result  of  fear,  but  rather  that  which  proceeds  from  the  attachment  and  respect 
of  scholars  for  their  teacher.    Want  of  discipline  has  been  observed  most  fre- 


3uently,  in  the  schools  of  young  teachers.    This  is  naturally  to  be  expected, 
t  shows,  however,  the  propriety  of  placing  young  teachers  in  schools,  where 
the  numbers  are  few  and  the  scholars  small.    *    *    The  committee  are  not 


aware  that  any  attention  has  ever  been  paid  to  the  study  of  the  nature  of  our 
state  and  general  governments.  The  opinion  has  been  entertained,  that  such 
an  exercise  would  be  productive  of  beneficia]  results.  It  certainly  is  impor- 
tant, tliat  those  who  are  to  perform  the  duties  of  freemen,  should  possess  some 
knowledge  of  what  those  duties  are.  It  is,  however,  believed,  that  all  efibrts 
in  the  cause  of  public  education,  will  be  comparatively  unavailing,  without  the 
interest  and  cooperation  of  parents.  In  many  of  our  districts,  parents  manifest 
a  deep  interest  in  the  intellectual  culture  of  their  children ;  in  others,  there  is  a 
lamentable  indifierence.  In  the  schools  of  the  former,  the  scholars  are  con- 
stant and  punctual  in  their  attendance,  and  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  cultivate 
their  minds.  Parents  thus  infuse  a  stimulus  into  the  minds  of  their  children, 
which  can  be  derived  from  no  other  source.  On  the  other  hand,  where  parents 
are  indifferent  to  the  intellectual  welfare  of  their  children,  the  scholars  are 
irregular  in  their  attendance  at  school,  languid  in  their  eflbrts,  and  tardy  in  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge.  It  is  sincerely  nofied,  that  no  one  will  lose  sight  of 
the  importance  of  public  instruction.  15y  sustaining  the  institution  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  we  sustain  every  institution,  whence  wo  derive  our  social, 
moral,  political  and  religious  blessings.  The  great  majority  of  the  rising  gene- 
ration, must  receive  their  education  in  our  Common  Schools ;  it  is,  therefore, 
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of  pantmouttt  Importance,  that  it  be  of  such  a  character  as  shall  best  fit  them 
for  the  various  duties  which  will  devoivo  upon  them  in  after-lifb.    *    •    « 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Cartxr  Lawrence,  Geo.  W.  Wells,  Ahasa  Sarobb- 
SON,  Geo.  Stearns,  Geo.  L  Boutwell. 


HOLiLil^T^ON  '  $  ^^'  Population,  1,775.    Valuation,  ^309,392  00. 

'    *       *       *       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 
[I)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  360— In  Winter,  477. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  292— In  Winter,  372. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  418.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  60  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  35  7— In  Winter,  26.   . 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    .— F.  11— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board- To  Males,  ^28  60— To  Females,  ^14  26. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $^  20^-Of  Females,  S^  ^ 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— 6f  Males,  j^20  40— Of  Females,  ^7  71. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j^f  1,100. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5    ; 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .*— Average  number  of 

Scholars,      . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  3. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  20. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  85.—- Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  51,035  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— iSfM^'ng^-National,  and  Introduction  to  do.  Reading — Bible,  American 
First  Book,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  and  Young  do.  Grammar — Smith's.  Geogra- 
phy — Oluey's  and  Hall's.  Arithmetic — ^Emerson's,  Colburn*s,  Smith's.  AU  others — Worces- 
ter's Primer,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  United  States,  Whelpley's  Compeitd,  Blake's  Philoso- 
phy, Little  Philosopher. 

Rehari^ — One  hundred  seventy-nine  dollars^  income  from  Surplus  Reve- 
nue, is  applied  to  the  support  of  schools. 

Selectioets  rROM  Report.  *  *  *  Id  connection  with  this  reference  to  their 
daty^  the  committee  would  expresss  their  opinion,  with  much  gratification,  that  the 
Common  Schools,  in  HoIIiston,  have  been  decidedly  improving,  not  only  for  this 
year,  but  for  two  or  three  years  past.  Improvement  has  been  manifested  in  the 
mode  of  communicating  instruction,  in  the  studies  pursued,  and  in  the  amount  of 
discipline,  the  minds  of  our  youth  have  received.  Your  committee  are  sensible  of 
the  importance  of  bavins  such  studies  pursued,  in  our  Common  Schools,  as  shall 
best  discipline  the  minds  of  our  youth,  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  announce, 
that  such  studies  have  mainly  been  before  them ; — not  but  what  mCich  im- 
provement, in  this  respect,  may  be  made.  *  *  As  some  evidence  of  im- 
provement in  our  schools,  we  would  notice  the  highly  gratifying  fact,  that  ex- 
aminations are  attended,  by  the  parents  and  friends  of  youth,  with  more  inter- 
est and  increased  zeal.    *    *    * 

The  committee  would,  also,  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  town,  by  their  acts 
as  individuals,  should  sustafn  their  future  committees,  in  their  efforts  to  elevate 
the  character  and  qualifications  of  teachers.  That  our  schools  may  become  more 
beneficial  to  us  and  to  our  children,  we  must  require  more  and  more  of 
teachers,  until  we  bring,  into  the  field,  the  most  talented,  the  most  worthy,  and 
the  most  respected  individuals  in  the  community  as  teachers.  So  much  should 
l)e  required  of  them,  from  year  to  year,  that  no  one,  without  keeping  up  with 
the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  most  approved  methods  of  instruction,  and  with- 
out being  well  acquainted  with  the  best  system  of  education,  would  propose 
himself  for  this  important  employment.    In  thus  elevating  the  character  of 
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teachera,  your  committee  must  have  the  friendly  support  of  the  tpwn,  as  "well 

as  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  agents  in  the  several  wards.    *    *    * 

The  committee  would  respectfully  suggest  the  importance  of  parents  and  guar* 
dinns  assiisting  the  teachers,  in  mainlaiiiiiig  government  and  order  in  our  schools. 
We  would  not  recommend,  by  any  means,  a  system  of  government,  which  is 
to  be  enlonred  by  the  rod,  alone.  We  are  sensible,  that,  if  this  is  the  only 
means  of  governing  a  school,  its  government  will  be  misenible.  Our  opia« 
ion  is,  that  the  less  the  rod  is  used,  the  better ;  nevertheless,  if  it  be  needed  to 
maintain  order  in  schools,  it  should  be  used  with  judgment  and  prudence.  At 
the  same  time,  they  would  gladly  have  prevalent,  in  the  community,  among  pa- 
rents, teachers  and  scholars,  the  opinion,  that,  if  needed  for  the  purpose  of 
due  subordination,  resort  may  be  had  to  the  rod.    *    *    * 

The  committee  wish  to  speak,  with  approbation,  of  the  employment  of  female 
teachers,  four  of  whom  have  been  employed  in  our  schools,  during  the 
winter.  The  conunittee  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  some  cases,  iemale  teachers  of 
proper  qualification,  can  be  had,  who  will  be  as  serviceable  to  the  cause  of 
education,  as  would  those  of  the  other  sex,  and  with  much  less  expense.  Yet 
we  think,  that  the  expediency  of  employing  them,  de|>ends  much  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  schools,  and  on  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers  the'mselves.  Cer- 
tainly, it  is  an  object  to  prolong  our  schools  as  much  as  possible,  and  this  can 
be  done,  by  reducing  the  expenses  by  the  employment,  in  some  cases,  of  female 
teachers,  not  to  the  injury  of  the  schools  themselves. 

We  have  only  one  subject  more,  to  present  to  the  attention  of  the  town ;  this 
is  the  fact,  that,  in  our  opinion.  Common  Schools  are  susceptible  of  much 
greater  improvement.  Though,  as  we  have  already  expressed,  much  has  been 
done,  whhiu  a  lew  years,  to  elevate  them,  still  much  more  remains  to  be 
done.  We  express,  therefore,  the  sincere  hope,  that  the  town,  in  all  their  acts, 
will  have  their  eye  fastened  on  the  advance  of  our  school  system.  Let  it  cost 
lal)or,  let  it  cost  money, — let  the  town  itself)  your  future  committees,  the  teach- 
ers and  the  scholars,  all  be  burdened,  yet  we  desire,  that  your  efilbrts  may  res- 
pect improvement  in  these  institutions,  so  intimately  connected  with  the  good 
of  our  youth  and  the  world.  Improvement  can  be  had  in  the  manner  of  teach- 
ing, in  the  instruction  imparted,  in  the  discipline,  government  and  arrangement 
of  the  several  schools,'  in  the  construction  of  schoolhouses,  in  the  character  and 
requirements  of  teachers,  and  in  the  views  and  opinions  of  committees  aod 
people  generally,  relative  to  the  subject  of  education.  Allow  then,  nothing  to 
stand  in  the  way,  on  the  part  of  the  town,  of  our  schools  enjoying  certain  im- 
provement 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  would  tender  back,  most  cheerfully,  the  spe- 
cial trust  confided  to  them,  with  the  unaltered  feeling,  as  they  close  their  report 
and  their  labors,  that  no  institution,  beside  that  of  our  holy  religion,  can  be 
found  among  us,  equal,  in  importance,  to  that  of  our  Common  Schools.   *  ^  * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Gardner  Rick,  Sxwall  C.  Bdritap,  Elias  Bullaro, 
Elijah  B.  Craig. 


irrh  D  TrTMTn  at  J  (')  Population,  2,166.    Valuation,  <j?443,906  00. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  th^  Schools — In  Summer,  486 — In  Winter,  702. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  384.— In  Winter,  655. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  644.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  62.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  73. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  58  mlhs.  21  days — In  Summer,  30  21 — In  Winter,  28. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  ftlales,  ^31  57 — ^To  Females,  ^13  09. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $S  48— Of  Females,  $6  27. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^23  09— Of  Females,  ^6  82. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[l,]00. 
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(U)  Amomil  of  board  and  fael,  if  any,-  eontribiited  for  Public  Schoolf,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  iocorporated  Academies,   .^Aggregate  of  monihs  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scbolars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ff 

(13)  No.  of  uniiicorporalod  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  fiO.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuiiion,  5^20. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  54,237  CO.— Income  from  same,  ^254  2S. 

Books  used. — Svelling — ^Emerson's  and  Worcester's.  jRMM/ing^^Bible.  Emerson's  1st  and 
2d  Class  fiooks,  ana  Young  Reader.  Grammars-Smith's.  Geography— •Olney^s  and  Bailey's. 
i4nf Amebic— Smith's  and  Cotburn's  First  Lessons,  Adams'.  All  o<A«r«— Goodrich's  History  of 
Ibe  U.  S.,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Day's  Algebra,  Worcester's  Dictionary. 

Selsctions  fbom  Rkport.  *  *  *  In  their  opinion,  [the  committee's] 
there  is  not  a  more  important  office,  in  the  administration  of  a  town's  affairs, 
than  that  which  they  have  had  the  honor  to  hold ; — ^there  is  not  one  more  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  present  and  future  well-being  of  the  community. 
We  need  no  labored  argument  to  prove,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  community 
depends  upon  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  the  rising  generation. 
All  will  admit  that  the  intelligence  and  morality  of  the  people  are  the  very  liie- 
blood  of  our  tree  institutions.  And  he  who  would  stint  their  growth,  in  effect, 
would  thrust  a  dagger  into  the  verv  heart  of  the  body  politic.  But  habits  of 
iotellij;ence  and  morality  are,  for  the  most  part,  formed  in  youth.    *    •    • 

By  intelligence,  your  committee  mean,  both  that  knowledge  which  is  derived 
from  books,  and  that  which  is  derived  from  general  observation.  By  morality, 
they  mean  that  habit  of  life  which  flows  from  a  piure  and  disinterested  regard 
for  human  welfare,  and  a  proper  sense  of  obligation  to  our  great  Creator. 

Your  committee  feel,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  both  of  these  char- 
acteristics be  diffused  throughout  the  mass  of  the  commiinity.  Therefore  they 
feel,  that  there  cannot  be  a  greater  mistake  than  that  which  supfioses,  that  in- 
telligence is  all  that  is  requisite  in  a  teacher.  They  firmly  believe,  such  is  the 
nature  of  mankind,  that  the  general  diffusion  of  intelligence,  without  strict 
moral  principle,  would  only  serve  to  raise' up  a  nation  of  ambitious  and  ungov- 
ernable spirits,  and  occasion  a  state  of  universal  and  perpetual  anarchy  and 
misrule.  Therefore,  we  say,  while  we  would  have  teachers  of  intelligence,  of 
thorough  education,  let  them,  by  no  means,  be  destitute  of  the  most  strict  moral 
honesty  and  integrity.  To  each  of  these  characteristics,  your  committee  have 
aimed  to  have  special  reference  in  approbating  teachers.    •    •    * 

It  is  believed,  by  your  committee,  that  the  schools  generally*  in  town,  during 
the  past  year,  have  been  in  advance  of  the  schools  ot  preceding  years,  both  in 
relation  to  the  character,  qualification  and  government  of  the  teachers,  and  also 
in  relation  to  the  attendance,  punctuality  and  improvement  of  the  scholars.  *  * 

The  condition  of  our  schoolhouses  deserves  to  be  mentioned  as  a  very  great 
faulL  In  a  few  instances,  what  there  is  of  them  is  quite  out  of  repair.  But  the 
great  difiiculty  is  in  relation  to  their  size  and  arrangement.  They  are,  gen- 
erally, too  small,  by  one  third  or  ojae  half,  so  that  there  is  no  suitable  place 
reserved  for  recitation.  The  seats  are  necessarily  uncomfortable ;  the  children 
are  crowded  together,  much  to  their  own  inconvenience,  and  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  teacher.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  impossible  for  scholars 
to  make  that  progress  in  their  studies  which  they  might  otherwise  make/  And 
the  confinement  and  impurity  of  the  air,  in  consequence  of  the  contractedness 
of  our  school-rooms,  must  necessarily  impair  the  health,  undermine  the  consti- 
tution, and  sow  the  seeds  of  future  disease  and  death.  The  only  remedy  for 
these  evils  is  to  be  looked  for  in  a  disposition  of  the  several  districts  to  repair 
and  enlarge  their  accommodation  for  schools.  And  your  committee  believe, 
that,  so  far  from  the  districts  incurring  greater  expense  by  so  doing,  they  would 
find  it  an  actual  saving  of  money  and  of  health,  and  vastly  promotive  of  intel- 
lectual improvement 

Your  committee  have  found  a  great  deficiency  in  books.  Many  scholars 
have  gone  to  school  unprovided  with  any  books  at  all.  How  parents  expect 
their  children  to  improve  without  books,  your  committee  are  unable  to  con- 
ceive.   They  would  just  as  soon  think  of  a  young  man's  becoming  a  mechanic 
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without  tools.  And,  in  their  opinion,  a  change  of  books,  in  some  respects, 
might  be  made  to  gooii  advantage.    *    * 

Again,  a  very  great  fault  in  all  our  schools  is  a  want  of  punctuality  in  attend- 
ance. Days,  weeks  and  months  of  time  are  lost,  every  year,  by  this  means. 
But  a  remedy  for  this  evil  can  be  found  only  in  an  increased  interest,  in  the 
acquisition  of  useful  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  parents  and  children.  Every 
scholar  ought  to  be  in  his  or  her  seat,  at  the  opening  of  the  school,  each  day 
during  the  term.  Such  ininctuality  is  vastly  important  in  consideration  of  the 
shortness  of  the  time  in  which  children  are  privileged  tp  attend  school. 

In  some  instances,  your  committee  have  found  a  deficiency,  on  the  part  of 
teachers.  Some  have  given  painful  evidence  of  working  more  for  the  fleece, 
than  for  the  improvement  of  their  pupils.  This  evil  cannot  always  be  wholly 
avoided.  But  it  may  be  very  much  lessened  by  vigilance,  on  the  part  of  the 
district  agents,  in  engaging,  and  of  the  general  committee,  in  approbating  teach- 
ers. 

Your  committee  think,  that  other  evils,  in  connection  with  our  schools,  might 
be  specified.  But  they  may  all,  perhaps,  be  comprehended  in  the  general  in- 
difference  of  the  people,  in  relation  to  the  great  business  of  education.  The 
great  evil,  unquestionably,  consists,  in  the  anxiety  of  parents  to  accumulate 
property  for  their  children,  rather  than  to  provide  for  their  intellectual  and 
moral  culture.  But  the  time  has  evidently  arrived,  when  the  improvements  of 
the  day  call  loudly  for  an  elevated  standard  of  general  education.  And  every 
parent  ought  to  feel,  that  a  good  education,  one  which  consists  in  a  high  culti- 
-vationofthe  intellectual  powers,  and  a  strict,  practical  regard  for  moral  and 
religious  truth,  is  the  richest  legacy,  that  he  can  leave  to  his  children.  Indeed, 
let  every  parent  seek  this  for  his  cnildren,  and  he  need  have  little  fear  respect- 
ing their  future  success  and  happiness.  Let  this  be  done  fbr  all  our  youth,  and 
soon  our  country  will  be  blessed  with  an  enterprising  and  happy  population. 
We  would,  therefore,  exhort  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  to  awake  to  a  new 
interest  in  the  great  business  of  education,  and  to  exhibit  their  interest  by  an 
attendance  upon  the  examination  of  the  schools,  enjoining  punctual  attendance 
upon  their  children,  and  providing  every  fiicility  for  their  improvement  *  *  * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEC— J.  C.  Wxbbter,  Jxffersoit  Pratt. 


T FICINGTON  \  ^^^  Population,  1,622.    Valoatioii,  ^372,405 00. 

'        *      *       C       Number  of  Publi<s  Schools,  7. 
(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ag^es  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  337 — In  Winter,  379. 
(8)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  241 — In  Winter,  296. 
(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  415. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    . 
.  (5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  60  mlhs.  7  days.— In  Summer,  33  21.— In  Winter,  26  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $Z^  12— To  Females,^!!  12. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5IO  72— Of  i«'emales,  %b  38. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $'$2  40— Of  Females,  $5  74. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    4 — Aggregate  of  mpntbs  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $^4i  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^         . — Income  from  same,  j 

Books  used.— i^//tti|;^— National,  Introduction  to  do.,  Walker's  Dictionary.    lUxding-^ 
Young  Eevler,  National  do.,  Introduction  to  do.,  First  Class  Book,  New  Testament.    Cham' 
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Co]bura'$  First  i,essons,  Siniih's  and  Kkfi  JSorili  Ameficai^^  Colhuru's  Secy&el.  All  others'^ 
Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Whelpley's  Compend;  Blake's  Philosophy,  Uiake's  Chemis- 
try, Bailey's  and  Uolburn's  Algebra. 

Selections  prom  Report.  *  *  *  The  committee  have  feeen  gratifiecl 
to  see  setf-respect  exhibited  by  the  scholars  in  general,  as  to  propriety  of  de- 
portment, cleanliness,  neatness  of  person,  and  good  care  of  the  schoolhouses. 
especially  in  those  where  good  interior  and  exterior  arrangement  appealed  to 
their  taste.  *  *  They  would  havo  wished  to  have  met  more  of  the  parents 
and  guardians  of  the  pupils^  at  the  examinations,  althotigh  many  of  the  oistricts 
afl^ded  honorable  response  to  our  oft  repeated  wishes  on  this  subject.  One 
other  suggestion  your  committee  would  make.  Parents  should  consider  them- 
sehres  more  obliged  to  cooperate  with  the  teachers  of  their  children.  After  all 
the  teacher's  labor  to  have  a  good  school,  the  parents  have  the  power  to  *^  make 
or  unmake^  for  liim;  to  assist  or  break  down  his  plans,  for  wholesome  disci-* 
pline  and  successftii  progress.  Whispers  of  complaint  against  the  teacher,  in 
the  child's  hearing,  or  a  more  direct  expression  of  intention  to  tidce  sides  with 
the  pupil,  may  not  unlikely  create  the  necessity  for  seventy.  Your  committee 
are  firmly  persuaded,  that  under  ordinary  circumstances,  an  effort  on  the  part 
of  parents  to  contravene  the  authority  of  the  teacher,  is  ill  judged,  and  produc- 
tive of  an  injury  to  the  school,  which  it  may  be  diflScult  to  repair.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— O.  A.  Dodob,  Beitjamin  Mitzzet,  Charles  Tidd. 


T  TATC  HT  AF  M^)  Population,  694.    Valuation,  $Zn,14S  00. 

IjIjyf^UMjI\,      .      .       .      .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  alt  ages  in  all  Ihe  Schools — In  Summer,  149 — In  Winter,  193. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  113 — In  Winter,  165. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  193w~No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School^  28. 

(5)  Ag^^regalc  length  of  the  Schools,  32  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  18— In  Winter,  14  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sommer— M.   — F.  4.<-^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— -M.  4— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board-^To  Males,  ^30  50 — To  Females,  SW  25w 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  25— Of  Females,  $5  1% 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males',  $21  25 — Of  Females,  $5  12. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^520. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorpornted  Academies,  Fiivate  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5.^Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  10. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ]04i— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ;^112. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ;$[  1,155  00. — Income  from  same,  5^5  00. 

Books  used. — Spellings — Emerson's,  and  Introduction  to  do.  i2eac/tng— Young  Reader,  In- 
troduction to  National  do..  National  do.,  First  Class  Book,  Bible.  Grammar — Smith's.  6r«- 
ographif — Malte-Brun's,  Olnpy's,  Peter  Parley's.  Aritlunelic — Cm^rson's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Parts. 
All  others — Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy,  Ware's  Smellie's  Philosophy^  Natural  History, 
Kobbins'  History,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Blake's  Astronomy,  Abercrombie's  Intellectual  Philoso- 
phy, Virgil. 

RRMARRS.-^The  interest  of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  $88,  is  applied  to  the  sup- 
port of  schools. 

Selectio.ns  from  Report.  *  •  •  We  are  very  happy  to  report  an  in- 
creasing interest  in  the  people  generally,  manifested  by  the  more  frequent 
visits  of  the  parents,  and  the  neighbors  of  the  schools,  paiticularly  the  winter 


82  MIDDLESEX  COUNTY 

cial  sympathy  and  C  yor  of  the  people.  The  spacious,  aodwell  planned  edifice 
now  in  building  for  its  use,  makes  it  unnecessary  to  speak  of  its  present  accom- 
modations.  The  scale  of  public  munificence,  in  this  work,  is  not  more  liberal, 
than  its  principles  ajid  aims  are  enlightened  and  just.    *    ^    * 

Music  has,  in  many  places,  been  successfully  introduced,  amon^the  branches 
of  popular  education.  With  the  view  of  eliciting  the  public  sentiment,  on  this 
subject,  |imong  our  own  citizens,  the  committee  have  publislied,  in  the  new^s- 

gapers  of  the  city,  an  article,  expressing  their  own  wishes  for  its  introduction 
ere.  So  far  as  they  have  been  informed,  the  suggestion  was  favorably  receiv- 
ed. They  have  heard  no  objection.  They,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend 
the  appropriation  oi'$500,  for  this  purpose,  for  the  ensuing  year,  i^  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  city  council,  it  can  be  done,  without  compromising  paramouot 
interests.    •    *    *,' 

Every  year's  experience  adds  to  the  evidence,  that  our  school  system  is  essen- 
tially adapted  to  our  wants.  Perfection  is  not  claimed  for  it  Hut  a  fair  ap- 
proximation has  been  made,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  to  the  standard 
allowed  us  by  the  means  placed  at  our  disposal.  Regarding,  either  the  bene- 
fits conferred,  or  the  numbers  who  have  shared  in  them,  our  annual  expendi- 
ture, generous  as  it  is,  cannot  be  deemed  extravagant  or  unwise.  The  cheer- 
fulness, with  which  the  liberal  grants  for  the  schools  have  been  uniformly 
made,  is  the  best  of  omens  of  the  perpetuity  and  increase  of  their  useful- 
ness.   •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Amos  Blavchard,  B.  F.  Frsngh,  Hkhrt  A.  Milks,  Jobk 
Smith,  U.  G.  F.  Corlis,  Jouh  O.  Green,  Charles  L.  Tilden,  Geo.  U.  Carleton.    « 


M  AT  'H'P  N  S  (' )  Popolatioo,  2^.    Valuatioo,  5360,878  00. 

lyiJ^UUHiiy^        •      •      •      •       ?       Number  of  Fablic  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^In  Summer,  477— In  Wmter,  606. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  284— In  Winter,  367. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  668. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,      . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  91  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  fiS  21— In  Winter,  38. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.  ^-F.  6. — ^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4 — F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  %'S%  83— To  Females,  ^16  33. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^11  67— Of  Females,  ^7  83. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  %'i&  16 — Of  Females,  %Z  50. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  52,600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  % 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,      — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9}. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  62. — Agg^re- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  578  25. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %  .—Income  from  S€une,  % 

Books  USED. — Spelling^^Mger's,  Worcester's  Sequel.  Reading^U^hWdh  Companion,  Bos- 
ton Reading  Lessons,  Pierpont's  Introduction  to  the  National  Reader,  National  do.,  First  Class 
Book,  Alger's  Pronouncing  Testament.  Grammar — Pond's,  Murray's,  Smith's  Productive. 
Ariihmetic — Emerson's  First  Part,  Colburn's  Mental,  Smith's,  Bailey's,  Colburn's  or  Grund's 


Selections  from  Report.  ♦  *  •  By  an  act,  passed  March,  1839,  it  is 
provided,  that  for  every  school  in  this  Commonwealth,  containing  fifly  scholars 
as  an  average  number,  the  school  district  or  town,  to  which  such  school  belongs, 
shall  be  required  to  employ  a  female  assistant  or  assistants,  unless  such  school 
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district  or  town  shall,  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpo&ij>^  vote  to  dispense 
with  the  same.  This  subject  having  been  acted  on  by  the  district,  the  inhab- 
itants did  not  think  proper  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  this  act.  A 
number  of  individuals,  however,  with  a  commendable  spirit  of  liberality,  sub- 
scribed a  sum  sufficient  to  employ  a  female  assistant  about  three  months. 
Such  has  been  the  manifest  benefit  of  her  labors  in  this  school,  and  so  success- 
ful has  been  the  experiment,  that  the  committee  are  constrained  to  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  act  in  all  the  school  districts  coming  within  its  provisions. 

By  an  act,  passed  April,  18^id,  the  school  committee  are  iiuthorized  to  select 
and  contract  with  teachers  for  the  town  and  district  schoHs,  unless  the  town 
otherwise  determine.  The  town  have  empowered  the  districts  to  clioose  pru- 
dential committees  to  perform  this  duty.  Past  experience  proves,  that,  occa- 
rionally,  conflicting  opinions  exist  in  the  different  committees,  to  the  manifest 
detriment  of  education.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  this  subject 
should  again  come  before  the  town  for  revision,  and  left  where  the  law  has 
now  placed  it, — ^that  the  whole  responsibility  might  rest  with  the  8<ihooi  com- 
mittee, who  would  then  naturally  feel  a  more  intense  interest  that  each  district 
should  be  provided  with  able,  skilful  and  competent  teachers.  Some  benefit 
would  result  from  this  measure ; — as  all  applications  would  be  made  to  one 
board,  a  selection  might  be  made  by  a  comparison  of  their  several  merits  and 
qualifications. 

The  greatest  obstacles  to  improvement  in  our  several  schools,  which  is  the 
just  and  general  complaint  with  every  teacher,  and,  consequently,  forces  itself 
upon  the  notice  of  the  committee,  is  the  irregular  and  inconstant  attendance  oi' 
the  scholars.  In  some  districts,  the  registers  show  that  some  scholars  attend 
but  one,  two,  or  three  days  in  a  week,  and  are  rarely  in  school  three  days  in 
succession.  To  say  nothing  of  the  injury  arising  to  the  scholar  by  this  prac- 
tice, in  preventing  a  habit  of  application,  its  sad  influence  is  felt  by  the  teacher, 
and  extends  through  the  whole  school.  The  teacher's  time  is  taken  up  in  fur- 
nishing the  new  comers  with  their  reading  and  spelling  lessons,  in  the  various 
classes,  as  well  as  their  recitations.  The  method  and  order  of  the  school  is 
deranffed,  and  the  progress  of  the  scholars  necessarily  retarded.  Scholars,  thus 
uregular  in  their  attendance,  seldom  take  part  in  the  examination,  having  lost 
all  interest  in  their  studies,  and  the  teacher  has  the  mortification  of  witnessing 
the  absence  of  those  to  whom  he  has  devoted  unwearied  attention.  This  in- 
convenience is  so  general,  and  calls  so  loudly  for  reform,  that  the  committee 
recommend  some  action  by  the  town.  This  evil  is  so  extensive,  that,  to  pre- 
vent it  in  some  places,  a  rule  has  been  adopted,  by  which,  when  a  scholar  is  ab- 
sent from  school  two  days  in  a  week,  he  is  not  permitted  to  reenter,  without  a 
permit  from  the  school  committee,  and  so  vigilantly  have  they  guarded  the  inter- 
est of  the  schools,  that  no  excuse,  except  sickness,  was  deemed  satisfactory.  If 
parents  could  feel  the  full  extent  of  the  injuries  arising  from  this  practice,  the 
committee  are  satisfied  they  would  soon  provide  a  remedy.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Charlks  Lewis,  Nathan  Frxscu,  Elbridox  Grkxn. 


MARLBOROUGH,      .      S(I)P«P«'^»<>«;2,089.    Val^^^^^^^^ 

'  C        Nuinber  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  450— In  Winter,  645. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  336 — In  Winter,  490. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  645. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  42. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  92. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  56  raths.  10  days.— In  Summer,  SO  3— In  Winter,  26  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  10— F.    . 
C?)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ;$28  50— To  Females,  513 10. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  90— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wag«s  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^20  60— Of  Females,  $1 10. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5 1,100  00. 
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(11)  Amoont  of  board  and  fuel;  if  any,  contributed  for  Puhlte  Schools,  %\% 

(12)  No.  of  incorporaled  Academies,  1. — Aggreg^ate  of  mouths  kept,  12.— Avenge  hambe^  Qt 

Scholars,  40— Aggregate  paid  for  tuilioii,  ^475. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  t^rivate  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  4.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  80. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ;^90  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^600  00.— Inedme  from  same,  j[36  00. 


and  all  others,  at  the  election  of  the  scholar.    All  Others — Walkei 's  and  Webstbr'^  Dictiona- 
ries, Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S. 

Remark. — ^The  incorporated  academy  has  a  fund  of  $%0(K) — $100  bf  the 
interest  of  which  is  paid  to  the  teacher  in  addition  to  his  tuition  fees. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  •  Your  committee  w^uld  further  re- 
mark, that,  while  they  take  pleasure  in  presenting  the  condition  of  our  schools^ 
as  compared  with  their  condition  in  years  past,  they  are,  by  no  mec&ns,  inclin- 
ed to  the  belief,  that  they  have  attained  that  elevation,  to  which  it  is  within  our 
power,  and  manifestly  within  our  duty  to  raise  them.  For,  if  much  has  been 
already  done,  there  is  manifestly  much  that  remains  to  be  accomplished  ;  and 
much,  too,  in  relation  to  their  most  common  concernment.  For,  while  there 
are  many  pleasing  considerations,  connected  with  the  present  condition  of  the 
schools,  there  are  others  of  a  contrary  nature,  operating,  even  to  a  painful 
degree,  on  a  mind  impressed  with  their  value* 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  foregoing  tnbles,  that  the  difference  between  the 
whole  number  of  attendants  on  the  schools  during  the  term,  akid  the  avtrage 
attendance,  shows  a  loss,  to  the  youth  of  our  town,  which  should  arrest  the 
attention  oi'parenUj  in  an  especial  manner.  The  fact  is,  that,  while  no  school, 
even  with  all  its  scholars  present,  has  been  so  large,  as  to  render  tlie  facilities 
for  learning  at  all  difficult,  there  has  been  an  average  consfanf  absence  of  more 
than  one  fourth  of  the  scholars!  Consequently,  the  fundi  raised,  and  the  pains 
taken  to  render  the  schools  useful,  have  accomplished  but  three  fowihs  ol  the 
good,  which  might  have  been  effected  by  a  constant  and  punctual  attendance  oi 
the  scholars.  Hence,  there  has  l>een  a  direct  lossXo  the  town,  the  past  year,  from 
this  cause,  not  ojily  of  about  three  hundred  dollars,  generously  appropriated  to 
support  the  schools.  Inn  also  a  loss  of  that,  with  which  money  cannot  be  com- 
pared,— a  loss  of  the  means  of  expanding  and  improving  the  mind ! 

Estimating  our  schools  at  their  generally  acknowledged  valtie^  they  form  the 
comer  stone  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  pillars  of  the  State ;  Inasimich  as 
they  are  the  sources,  whence  emanate  that  intelligence,  on  which^  alone,  those 
institutions  rest 

.  And,  viewed  in  this  light,  it  cannot  but  be  painful  to  the  citizen,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  i^aren^,  to  reflect,  that  those  institutions  are  deprived  of  one  fourth 
of  the  strength  and  beauty  they  might  possess,  by  the  mere  thoughtless  neglect 
of  those,  who  have  the  guardianship  of  our  youth !  And  when,  added  to  this, 
is  the  consideration,  that  this  neglect  is  a  direct  drawback  of  one  fourth  of  the 
individual  intelligence,  and,  conhequeutly,  re8|>ectability  and  usefulness  of  our 
youth,  and  the  reputation  of  the  town,  your  committee  must  ho|)e,  that  notbiog 
more  than  a  simple  statement  of  the  case  may  be  necessary,  to  induce /xiren/s 
to  correct  the  evil.  Though  it  should,  by  no  means,  be  forgotten,  that,  from 
this  cause,  the  appearance  of  the  whole  school,  at  its  examination,  is  greatly 
marred, — parents  are  led  to  cotTiplain,  that  their  children  have  not  learned,-^ 
and  even  the  faithful  and  devoted  teacher  fails  to  receive  that,  to  which  he  is 
justly  entitled,  and  which  he  values  far  more  highly,  and  which,  not  unfre- 
queiitly,  is  worth  more  to  him,  than  the  wages  he  receives  by  stipulation,— the 
approbation  of  those,  who  employ  him.  Hence,  the  innocent  olten  suffer,  in 
consequence  of  the  neglect  of  those,  who  are  remiss  in  duty.   ^    *    * 

In  the  midst  of  the  new,  and,  at  least,  somewhat  doubtful  experiments  of  a 
general  character,  put  in  motion  by  the  State,  they  would  also  hope,  that  so 
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tnocfa  confidence  may  not  be  placed  in  Shie  mciiob,  or  Sfeatie  legiiiation,  as  to 
wtekfeii  th^  exertion^  or  cauee  a  relaxation  of  the  energies^  Of  the  Iriends  of  the 
schools  at  home.  For  they  are  fully  confident,  that^  after  all,  the  suceesa  and 
UBefuineSB  of  the  schoola  must  depend,  mainly,  on  the  intereit  and  eirertioaa  of 
the  parents,  in  the  several  towns  and  distrietB*    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTSfii-u.TH0HXd  J.  GRfcxHwooD^  W.  H.  Wood. 


^A  um^^^m 


MED  J^ OH  n  i^^^  Population,  3,076.    Valuation,  5931,050  00. 

'  *      *      *      *       €       Number  of  PubUc  Schools,  7. 
(?)  No.  of  Befadars  tif  til  tiges  m  all  the  Schools-^In  Summer,  477*->In  Winter,  461. 

(3)  AirtiTkffd  «Uendbiice  in  the  Schools— -In  Summer,  998-^ln  Wimer,  d69i 

(4)  No.  of  peitoas  hfel^tre^  4  and  16  ynhvs  6t  i^e  !ii  the  town,  679. — No.  of  persuns  UndMr4 

years  6r  ag^  Who  attend  School,   .—No.  over  16  years  of  ^e  who  attehd  Beht>ol,  20. 
(^)  Ag^greg^te  length  of  the  Schools,  78  mths.— In  Summer,  42— In  Winter,  36. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  3— F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  j^51  3D^To  Females,  $15  31. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^33  OO^Of  Females,  $6  60. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $3S  39 — Of  Females,  jjfS  81. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^3,000  00. 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 
(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $  .  ^ 

113}  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  48. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  78. — ^Aggre* 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  51.767  48. 
(14)  Amount  of  L'ocal  Funds,  jji  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  useik— >iS|pe//tfup — ^Emerson's,  Parson's  Analytical  Vocabulary,  National,  Walker's 
DictioDary.  i2«a«^tm^'-— Young  Reader,  Popular  Lessons,  Introduction  to  National  Reader, 
American  First  Class  Book,  Bible  and  l^eslament.  Grammar — Smith's,  Adams'  Latin  and 
Reader.  G«o^a;9/i9— Parley's,  Olney's,  Worcester's  Ancient  and  Modern.  ArUhmetic--Efa' 
ersoa's.  Smith's  and  Leonard's,  Colburn's  First  Lessons  and  Sequel,  Bailey's  Algebra.  All 
o(/ier«...puiitical  Class  Book,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Worcester's  Ancient  and  Mod- 
jnj  History,  Webster's  Dictionary,  Parker's  Natural  Philosophy,  Abercronibie's  Intellectual 
Fhilosophy,  Blake's  Chemistry,  Wans  on  the  Mind,  Cooper's  Virgil,  Jacob's  Latin  Reader, 
Towndrow's  Writing  Book. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  ♦  »  The  law  of  1839,  requiring  that  as- 
sistant teachers  be  employed  in  the  several  schools,  numbering  over  My  schol- 
ars, has  been  complied  with,  in  part,  and  three  assbtants  have  been  placed  in 
the  three  largest  schools,  at  two  dollars  per  week,  each.  Your  committee  are 
constrained  to  bear  decided  testimony  to  the  wisdom  and  economy  of  this  pro- 
vision of  law.    ♦    •    * 

Great  credit  is  due  to  •parents  and  guardians  for  their  occasional  visits  to  the 
Bchools,  during  the  terms,  and  for  their  very  manifest  interest  in  the  exandnoHons, 
not  in  the  Town  Hall  alone,  but  since  the  hall  was  burnt  and  the  more  public 
eianiioations  suspended.  The  examinations  at  the  school-rooms  have  been 
luUy  attended ;  and  aofne^  unable  to  gain  admittance,  have  been  obliged  to  re- 
turn, 

.  The  attention  of  your  committee  has  been  called  to  the  importance  of  phys- 
ical edaca^ion,  especially  in  the  primary  schools.  Although,  in  all  our  schools, 
Hie  seats  are  separate,  of  suitable  height,  and  furnished  wnh  backs,  yet,  to  con- 
une  children,  from  four  to  seven  years  of  age,  to  a  school  bench  for  three 
hours  together,  with  only  one  short  recess,  is  to  place  them  in  a  most  unnatural 
<»ndition  for  creatures,  approaching  so  nearly  to  perpetual  motion,  and  one 
J^  is  as  ruinous  to  their  health  as  it  is  painful  to  then-  bodies.  To  obviate  this 
difficulty,  your  committee  have  insisted  on  one  long  recess,  say,  from  fifteen  to 
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twenty  minuteB,  and  two  respites,  of  some  five  minutes  each,  to  be  employed 
in  clapping,  marching,  jumping,  or  some  other  violent  exercise, — takin^^  care, 
at  the  same  time,  to  preserve  order  amidst  confusion.    *    •    * 

We  are  unwillinff  to  close  this  report,  without  bearing  our  united  testimony 
to  the  attention  and  kindness  of  most  parents  to  the  several  teachers,  in  enter- 
taining them  at  their  houses,  communicating  to  them  their  hopes,  tbeir  fears, 
and  their  wishes;  talking  freely  with  them  of  their  children, — their  virtueci,  dis- 
positions, health,  attainments  and  faults;  inquiring  into  the  rules  and  discipline 
of  the  school;  dropping  into  their  ears  a  kmd  suggestion,  a  word  of  commen- 
dation, or  tender  admaniSon,  and  cordially  seconding  all  their  laudable  efforts,  by 
a  tDorm  cooperation.  And  shall  these  christian  parents  fail  of  their  reward  ? 
Will  teachers  be  less  faithful ;  or  children  be  the  losers  ?  No — not  till  human 
nature  undergoes  a  change,  and  the  great  law  of  love  shall  be  repealed. 

It  only  remains  for  us  to  recommend,  that  the  schools  be  continued,  as  at 
present  organized, — ^that  the  interest  in  them  be  not  suffered  to  flag,  and  that 
we  appropriate  3,000  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  board  and 
fuel,  the  current  year.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Galen  James,  Alexander  Gregg,  Joshua  S.  Foster, 
James  O.  Curtis,  Samuel  Gregg,  Hosea  Ballou,  Sd.,  Martin  Burridoe. 


NATTCK  ^(l)Popalatioo,  i;221.    Valuation,  ^234,624  00. 

'*****       '       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 
(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  238— In  Winter,  942. 
(S)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  187— In  Winter,  253. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  309.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  39  mths. — In  Summer,  18  7^In  Winter,  20  21 . 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— No.  <»f  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  526  50— To  Females,  $\%  43. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  40— Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  5 18  10— ^f  Females,  $Q  43. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  glQO  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — ^Avorage  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.t>f  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  5|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .— As;gre- 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  j  129  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used— Sp<//«i^— Webster's.  Reading-^kmerxcKn  First  Class  Book,  Pierponi's 
Reading  Books,  Testament  and  Webster's  Primer.  Grammar — ^Murray's.  Geography— 0\- 
ney's  andJ*eter  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Adams'  New,  Colburn's  and  Emerson's.  All  oUiers— 
Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Blake's  Philosophy  and  Astronomy. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  *  •  The  committee  highly  approve  of 
the  plan  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  centre  district,  the  past  winter,  of  em- 
ploying two  teachers ;  but  as  they  are  destitute  of  the  proper  rooms  for  this 
purpose,  we  tcovld  most  earnestly  recommend  to  them  the  importance  of  erect- 
ing such  a  house,  as  shall  be  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  scholars,  and 
an  honor  to  themselves.    •    •    • 

•  •  The  committee,  last  year,  recommended  that  more  money  should  be 
raised,  for  the  support  of  schools.  Their  suggestion  was  readily  acted  upon 
by  the  town,  and  an  additional  hundred  dollars  granted,  which  shows  a  com- 
mendable readiness,  on  the  part  of  the  town,  to  advance  the  cause  of  popular 
education.    But  something  more  than  their  nwnaf  is  wanted.    We  want  their 
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nfiuencej  their  codperaHon,  their  prtKnce  at  examhiat]oii&  Let  our  children  eee 
toat  we  have  a  penorud  imerest  in  their  progress,  and  it  will  exert  a  happy  in- 
fluence oyer  thenu  Sqch  an  influence,  we  are  happy  to  mention,  has  been 
manifested  by  parents  and  others,  in  tnsUmg  aome  of  tiie  schools  the  past  sea- 
son. In  seyeral  instances,  we  haye  been  k^hiy  encouraged,  by  meeting  so  many, 
who  haye  a  local  and  individual  interest  m  these  **  nurseries  of  the  youthful 
mind."  We  take  pleasure  in  adverting  to  this  fitct,  as  being  a  ntw  and  fawmxr 
Ut  indication,  that  a  deeper  interest  has  begun  to  be  awakened  in  this  important 
subject    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMHITTEE^Alsxavdkr  Coolidgs,  Willard  A.  Whits,  Nathav 

RlC£. 


NP  WVO  AT  5  ^^^  Population,  3,037.    Valaation,  5636,838  00. 

'      '       *       '       '       (       Number  of  Public  Schools,  11. 
(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  634— In  Winter,  632. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  420— In  Winter,  620. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  747. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  67.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  87  mths.  14  days. — In  Summer,  47 — In  Winter,  40  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— 'F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  $3^  88 — ^To  Females,  514  60. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5^0  44— Of  Females,  56  56. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  gZA  44 — Of  Females,  57  96. 
(10)  Amount  uf  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  52,600  00. 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  2. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  22. — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars,  60.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5^00. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12 — ^Average  No.  of  Scholinrs,  40«— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  58OO. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5         .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — Webster's  and  Dictionary,  National.    Readings— VierponVs  Read- 
ing Hook8,_Abbott^s  do.,  Worcester's  4th  Book,  Testament.     Grrammar— Parley's,  Fox's, 


Selections  from  Report.  *  *  •  Expressions  derogatory  to  the  teach- 
crS)  unguardedly  uttered  by  parents,  in  the  presence  of  their  children,  diminish 
the  respect  of  the  children  for  the  teacher ;  the  children,  when  at  school, 
spread  them  among  their  mates,  and  thus  insubordination  is  produced ;  the 
teacher  is  embarrassed,  and  the  school,  if  really  deficient  in  gooa  management^ 
^e  still  more  so  than  before.  It  is  confidently  submitted  to  the  good  sense 
of  the  people  of  the  several  districts,  if  every  such  source  of  difficulty  should 
not  be  scrupulously  guarded  aeainst. 

The  utility  of  the  district  school  depends  much  upon  the  people  of  the  dis- 
^t.  Money  majj  be  voted  for  its  support ;  good  teachers  may  be  procured  ; — 
oooks  and  convenient  accommodations  may  be  furnished  for  the  scholars,  and 
yet,  something  is  wanting  still.  The  school  cannot  be  expected  to  succeed  as 
J  should,  without  the  attention  and  interest  in  its  welfare,  of  the  people  of  the 
district  With  these,  it  can  hardly  fail  of  success.  It  is  not  to  be  expected,  per- 
"fips,  that  perfect  unanimity  of  feeling  will  exist,  in  a  district,  in  regard  to  the 
^agement  of  its  school ;—  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  however,  that  a  teacher 
^ill  be  more  likely  to  do  well,  if  left  to  pursue  the  plan  of  operation  with 
^nich  he  is  familiar.    Is  it  not  advisable,  then,  that  the  people  of  the  districts 
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oonaam  to  McriAce  indindwl  opinion,  in  mmi^  dogrfifb  up9n  Hm  ppi^t,  mi 
give  tJMir  Goopention  nad  9ttp|M»rt  to  th^  49»Qher,  ^r  due  x^rm  t^ing,  upd^r  tb? 
8up«ryiiory  dirootion  of  the  coovnitteis,  wliom  tli^y  )i«y«  th«iQ48^l¥99  sel^cxe^ 
fiur  the  purpose.  By  such  a  counM,  delects  whiob  nwiy  ^mUly  ^i»t»  wpmIU  1;^ 
rendered  lest  iiyurioufl,  and  whati^yar  wm  good,  in  tbe  rmn^fimwX  of  tb^ 
flcbooJs,  be  made  the  wore  advantageous.  Would  (N9l*ent9»  generally,  ^pjpi^ 
upon  their  children  wgular  and  punctual  attendanoe  at  aahia9l»  and  fubordii^Ar 
lion  and  obedience  to  the  teacher  ;-t^would  they  noaee  their  mtQgvfmt  m^  e^r 
amiae  them,  occasionally,  at  home,  as  to  their  proficiency,  and,  in  this  w^y,  en- 
courage and  interest  them  in  their  studies,  many  of  the  difficulties,  which 
teachers  haire  now  to  encounter,  would  be  removed,  and  the  character  of  our 
schools  much  advanced.  These  suggestions  are  respectfully  offered,  for  tbeir 
consideration,  as  involving  one  of  the  serious  obligations  resting  upon  parents 
toward  their  children. 

The  inconvenience,  heretofore  complained  of^  arising  from  the  construction 
of  seats  in  the  school- houses,  has  been  remedied,  in  the  north-west  distiict,  the 
past  season,  by  an  alteration  similar  to  that  recommended  by  this  committee  in 
theii*  report  of  last  year.  The  inconvenience,  however,  still  remains  in  other 
districts,  and  is  still  a  subject  of  complaint    *    *    * 

The  utility  of  some  additional  articles  of  apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the 
schools, — and  the  establishment  of  District  School  Libraries,  are  subjects  again 
presented  to  the  town,  as  deserving  their  consideration.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTEE.-^E^aA  rficnoL9,  EpEvazaa  Wqodwarp,  Cals?  M.  Srin- 
soir. 

nTPnnTjtnjjfTT  UM  Population,  1^.    Valaatioo,  $SQ6^l  00. 

rJlsrrJ^lCJ^L,L,,        •       •       ?    .   Number  of  PMblic  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Siusiner,  391— In  Winter;  467. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools—In  Summer,  314— In  Winter,  372. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  zgt  in  the  town,  446.-<-No.  of  persona  under  4 

yeais  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  12. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.— In  Summer,  26  21— lu  Wiuter,  21  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  8. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  7— F.  I. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $^  14«-To  Females,  ;S^10  22. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %^  00— Of  Females,  S^  87. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  5 18  13 — Of  Females,  $6  35. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  onl^'  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^850.  « 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies^  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.^ Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Sclwols,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .-^Aggregate  o^  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  jf        . — ^Income  from  same,  % 

Books  vsi^D.^-^Spelling' — ^Emerson's  New  National.  i2e<uf>ng— -Intelligent  and  Rhetorical 
Read«Ts,  Pierpont's  First  Class  Book.  Orammar— Murray's  and  Smith's.  Arithmetic — Em- 
erson's, Colburn's  and  A  dams\  All  others — ("omstock's  Chemistry,  Comsiock's  and  Blaks's 
Natural  Philosophy,  Watts  on  tlie  Mind,  Parley's  and  Goodrich's  History,  Lincoln's  Botany. 

Remark. — ^The  average  number  of  scholars,  and  amount  paid  for  tuition,  io 
the  Academy,  are  not  estimated. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  ♦  *  Your  committee  have  attended  to  the 
various  duties  assigned  them.  In  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  they  have  felt 
themselves  encouraged  by  many  signs  of  improvement.    *  ^    No  essential 
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changes  seem  to  have  been  made  in  the  modes  of  instruction ;  but  there  ap- 
peared to  be  an  uousuul  thoroughness  iu  the  perfornjances,  of  both  the  instruct- 
eraandthe  instructed.  Tiiere  seemed  to  be  an  acquisition  o£  ideas, — not  a 
mere  acquisition  of  names  and  sounds.  Your  committee  are  confident,  that, 
from  various  sources,  new  and  excellent  influences  were  exerted  upon  the 
suromer  schools.  We  were  happy  to  see,  in  the  more  general  attentlunce  of 
patents  and  others,  upon  the  examinations,  good  evidence  of  an  increasing  inter- 
est in  these  schools.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  are  often  made  to  feel  the  pressing  need  of  a  correct  public 
Bentinient  in  regard  to  the  Public  Schools.  Without  this,  no  means,  within  our 
reach,  can  make  them  promotive  of  the  public  good.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— Charles  Babbidoe,  N.  A.  Cutter. 


RE  AD  INC*  i  ^^^  Populaiion,  2,144.    Valuation,  j[38d,501  00. 

'     '       '       *       *        C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  494 — Iu  Winter,  504. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  fhe  Schools — In  Summer,  363 — In  Winter,  342. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  a<>e  in  ih^  town,  563. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  26. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Srhools,  61  nilhs.  14  days.^Io  Summer,  37  7— In  Winter,  24  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— -M.   — -F.  10— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wiuicr— M.  7— F.  2. , 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ;^29  21— To  Females,  $\^  61. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  81— Of  Females,  %6  86. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  5^  ^0 — Of  Females,  %1 75. 

(10)  AmouQt  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,200  00. 

(11)  AmoQDt  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 
Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  20  3-9. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  SX'iA,, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .*— Income  from  same,  % 

Books  used. — Sjt»c//i»^— -Emerson's  National  and  Introduction.  Readinff — Eclectic  and  En- 
eli^h  Readers.  Worcester's  Third  Book.  Testament,  Boston  Reading  Lessons,  First  Class 
liof't.  Grammar— Smith's.  Geography — Oliiry's,  Malle-Bruu's,  Woodbridge'sand  Parley's, 
in^fflt^ic— Smilli's,  Colburu's,  bmerson's,  Greenleaf  s.  Atf  others — Day's  Algebra,  Aber- 
cmmbie'jf  Meiita!  Philosophy,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Parley's  and  Goodrich's  Historiea,  Worces- 
ter's Elements  of  History,  Wilkins'  Astronomy. 

Remark. — ^The  number  of  scholars  in  three  of  the  Private  Schools,  and  the 
amount  paid  for  tuition  in  one  of  them,  are  returned  ^  not  known." 

Selections  from  Report.  •  •  *  Reading,  spelling,  writing,  arith- 
'^'^tic,  grammar,  and  geography,  stand  first  on  the  cataloi^tie  of  studies,  and 
n^ay  well  orcupy  the  almost  exclusive  attention  of  the  pupils  in  our  Common^ 
Schools.  We  do  not  anticipate  much  advantage,  by  tbe  introduction  of  other 
studies,  and  therefore  our  object  has  been,  rather  to  lop  off  other  branches,  than 
lo  encourage  their  growth.  Most  of  what  is  done  beyond  that,  which  the  law 
requires,  detracts  from  the  true  object  and  benefit  of  Common  Schools.  The 
studies  required  by  law,  being  few  in  number,  should  be  accurately  taught, 
find  thoroughly  underetood.  The  pupil  should  acquire  a  familiarity  with  them, 
|i^at  shall  never  be  lost  Besides,  the  introduction  of  higher  branches  tends  to 
'inpari  a  disrelish,  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  to  the  common  branches;  they 
J^'sb  to  perch  on  the  apex  of  the  pyramid,  instead  of  building  up  from  the 
foundation.    Ftirthermore,  a  multiplication  of  classes  divides  too  minutely  the 

12 
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time  of  the  teacher,  and  thus  detracts  from  the  attention  requisite  to  the  pro- 

Sress  of  the  other  classes.  There  may  be  exceptions.  We  would  by  no  means 
amp  the  ardor  of  the  aspiring  youth.  When  he  has  thoroughly  mastered  the 
common  branches,  and  the  general  interests  of  the  school  do  not  forbid,  jvg 
would  say,  let  him  go  on,  tfut,  as  a  general  rule,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, wisdom  would  not  'dictate  the  turning  of  our  elementary  schools  into 
universities. 

Your  committee  would  add  one  remark,  in  reference  to  selecting  teachers. 
We  have  no  wish  that  this  power  pass  into  other  hands,  than  those  in  which 
the  town  has  already  placed  it.  The  duty  is  too  delicate  and  responsible  to  be 
coveted ;  sound  discretion  is  requisite  to  the  right  discharge  of  this  duty.  Un- 
blemished morals,  literary  capacity,  a  tact  for  government,  aptness  to  teach, 
and  fidelity  to  the  trust,  with  maturity  of  age,  are  the  substantial  requisites  for 
a  teacher.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  public  good  is  promoted,  but  rather 
hazarded,  by  stepping  aside  from  these  general  considerations.  The  peace  of 
the  community,  and  the  prosperity  of  our  schools,  require  an  unbending  im- 
partiality, an  integrity,  proof  against  party  zeal,  in  selecting  teachers.  Individ- 
ual and  family  favoritism,  sectarianism,  and  political  predilections,  are  insidi- 
ous foes,  and,  wherever  cherished,  leave  the  blight  of  mildew  upon  our  nurse- 
ries of  education.  We  would  further  urge  upon  the  town,  a  consideration  by 
no  means  secondary  with  your  committee.  "  We  refer  to  a  home-bred  influ- 
ence, that  springs  up  by  the  fireside,  and  around  the  table  ;" — an  influence  for 
which  there  is,  and  can  be,  no  substitute.  We  have  been  gratified  in  witness- 
ing an  apparent  increase  of  attention  to  this  consideration,  in  several  instances ; 
but  still  a  painful  necessity  impels  us  to  add,  that  a  paralyzing  indifiference,  on 
the  part  of  parents,  is  too  manifest  through  the  town.  Our  plainness  of  speech 
is  prompted  by  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  this  part  of  our  subject. 
There  must  be  a  judicious,  but  decided  cooperation  of  parents  with  the  teacher, 
in  instruction  and  government,  while  their  children  are  under  the  domestic 
roof,  or  the  full  benefit  of  our  schools  cannot  be  realized.  Where  this  influ- 
ence is  turned  against  the  teacher,  it  is  a  millstone  about  his  neck.  He  may 
wear  away  the  tedious  days,  and  receive  his  money,  but  he '  cannot  benefit  the 
children.  If  an  unworthy  teacher  has  found  his  way  into  a  school,  let  him  be 
displaced  in  a  proper  manner.  But  while  a  teacher  is  permitted  to  continue 
his  instruction,  a  sacred  regard  for  the  dearest  interests  of  their  children,  and  a 
respect  for  the  general  good,  should  prompt  parents  to  exercise  special  caution, 
lest  they  weaken  his  government  and  diminish  his  usefulness.  Furthermore, 
an  ill-founded  distrust  of  the  competency  or  faithfulness  of  a  teacher,  falling 
from  parental  lips  upon  the  ear  of  his  child,  and  carried  out  into  the  little 
groups  of  the  neighborhood,  and  thence  into  the  school-room,  is  often  fraught 
with  mischietj  if  it  does  not  paralyze  the  efibits  of  an  otherwise  accomplished 
and  useful  instructer.  We  would  also  commend  to  the  attention  of  parents, 
the  importance  of  punctuality  in  the  attendance  of  their  children  on  school. 
Your  committee  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  a  manifest  improvement  in  this 
respect,  dunng  the  past  year ;  but  still,  there  is  a  delinquency,  which  exerts  an 
injurious  influence  upon  our  schools.  Prompt  and  seasonable  attendance 
daily,  regular  attendance  every  day,  and  especially,  attendance  on  public  exam- 
ination at  the  close,  are  results  to  be  brought  about  by  parental  influence,  and 
habits  thus  formed  must  exert  an  important  influence,  on  the  present  and 
future  interests  of  the  pupil. 

Your  committee  presume  on  the  indulgence  of  the  town,  while  they  urge  one 
more  consideration,  in  reference  to  parental  influence.  Parents  must  manifest 
an  interest  in  the  studies  of  their  children,  if  they  would  have  them  feel  an  in- 
terest Children  arp  especially  susceptible  of  sympathy.  They  imbibe  the 
feelings  of  their  parents.  To  them  the  eye,  the  countenance,  the  general  de- 
portment of  the  parent,  are  full  of  meaning.  If  the  parent  regards  with  cold 
indifiTerence,  the  mental  progress  of  his  children,  they  will -regard  their  teacher 
as  a  taskmaster,  and  their  studies  as  a  sore  penance.  If  parents  follow  their 
cljfildren  with  deep  interest,  in  their  mental  progress,  indulge  in  frequent  and 
familiar  conversation  with  them,  about  their  studies,  occasionally  hear  them 
read  and  spell,  examine  their  writing,  and,  what  is  more  important,  attend  their 
public  examinations,  they  would  magnify  the  importance  of  their  schools  in 
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tbe  eyes  of  their  children.  Especially,  the  anticipation  of  the  presence  of  pa- 
rents and  friends,  at  the  closing  examination,  would  impart  a  powerful  but 
healthful  i^timalus,  to  both  teacher  and  scholars,  through  the  whole  term  of  in- 
struction. The  school-room  would  not  be  to  the  children  a  prison-house — 
their  teacher  would  be  their  cherished  friend,  and  their  successive  lessons 
would  become  their  delight,  and  their  books  their  chosen  companions,  and 
heoce  they  would  esteem  it  no  privilege  to  withdraw  from  school  a  few  days 
before  the  public  examination.  We  have  no  fear  of  incurring  the  charge  of 
extravagance  in  commending  the  subject  of  general  education.  *  *  While 
the  rocks  and  hills  of  New  England  shall  remain,  let  her  glory  never  depart 
Let  her  generous  yeomanry  drink  constantly,  drink  deeply  at  the  pure  rills  of 
general  education.    *    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Wm.  Heath,  Aaron  Pickett,  John  Bachelder,  3d. 


SHERBURNE,     .     .     5 (i) P»P"i"io°; i.<»^-  v»i«.tion. 5274,418  oo. 

'  ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  ^0.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  208— In  Winter,  270. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  171— In  Winter,  212. 

(4)  No»  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  239. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  21. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  41  mths.— In  Summer,  21  21— In  Winter,  19  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $Z8  88— To  Females,  Jf  18  62. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  g9  00— Of  Females,  $6  25. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\9  88— Of  Females,  gl  37. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^925. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  g 

(1!)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .-Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 
Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  25. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  glO. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g         .-Income  from  same,  g 

Books  used. — Spelling— Webster's.  Reading — American  First  Class  Book,  Murray's  In- 
trodoction,  Leavitt's  Efcsy  Lessons.  Grammar— Worcester's.  Geography — Malte-Brun's  and 
Parley's,  ilrftftm^rtc- Emerson's,  Adams',  Smith's.  All  o^«r«— Goodrich's  History  of  the 
U.  8.     , 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  *  We  have  endeavored  to  visit  the 
several  schools,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  law.  At  these  seasons,  we 
^ve  thought  we  could  perceive  a  marked  improvement  in  their  character. 
There  has  appeared  to  be  a  growing  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  older  pupils, 
to  respect  the  authority  of  the  teacher,  and  to  regard  the  welfare  of  the  schooL 
This  we  regard  as  an  important  advancement,  for,  if  the  older  scholars  will 
behave  themselves  with  propriety,  the  younger  ones  may  be  easily  managed, 
>nd  thus  the  school  be  kept  under  good  regulations.  We  have  also  thought, 
that  the  studies  pursued  by  the  pupils  were  better  adapted  to  their  respective 
e&ptuiities,  than  in  some  previous  years.  There  has  been,  for  some  time  past, 
Q  strong  disposition  to  neglect  the  elements,  and  rush  into  the  advanced  stages, 
of  education.  During  the  past  year,  reading  and  spelling,  and  the  other  ele- 
ipentary  branches,  in  some  of  our  schools  at  least,  have  received  more  atten- 
tion. 'This,  we  think,  is  as  it  should  be.  Reading,  spelling,  arithmetic,  geo^- 
'^phy  and  grammar,  ought  to  receive  the  first  and  largest  share  of  attention  m 
our  Common  Schools.    We  have  likewise  noticed,  in  consequence  of  the  abovo 
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improvement,  a  degree  cf  interest  and  proficiency  in  study,  that  is  highly  com- 
mendable  Perhaps  the  pupils  may  not  have  gone  over  so  much  ground  as  in 
former  years,  but  they  have  proceeded  more  pleasantly  and  more  mtelligently. 

In  view  of  these  considerations  we  feel  confident  that  there  has  been  an  im- 
provement in  the  character  of  your  Common  Schools, — but  they  are,  by  no 
means,  perfect.  Among  the  many  evils  which  exist,  we  beg  leave,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  mention  two. 

The  first  is,  toatU  of  punehial  aUcndanee.  There  are  some,  in  every  school, 
who  are  accustomed  to  absent  tliemselves,  upon  an  average,  one  or  two  days 
^very  week,  'i'here  are  many  who  regularly  fail  to  be  present  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  exercises  in  the  morning.  There  are  others,  still,  who  leave 
before  the  school  is  closed  at  night.  This  want  of  punctuality  is  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  with  which  teachers  and  your  committee  have  to  contend.  It 
destroys  the  interest  and  prevents  the  proficiency  of  the  delinquents,  and 
awakens  a  restlessness  which  is  highly  injurious  to  the  school.  >  This  evil  must 
be  removed,  if  removed  at  all,  by  parents  and  suardians.  If  they  would  be 
careful  that  those  who  are  entrusted  to  them  should  be  punctual  in  their  attend- 
ance, they  would  confer  a  great  favor  u|K)n  the  children,  upon  the  school,  and 
the  public. 

The  second  evil  which  we  wish  to  notice,  is,  the  inirodtuiion  of  work  into  our 
schools.  In  the  summer  seasop,  our  schoolhouses  frequently  present  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  workshop.  Braiding  straw,  and  needlework  appear,  at  times,  to 
be  the  principal  employments.  Now  this  must  distract  the  attention  of  the 
pupils,  and  occupy  much  of  the  teacher's  valuable  time.  We  have,  for  a  long 
time,  thought  it  an  evil,  and  we  have  sometimes  been  importuned  by  teachers 
to  remove  it.  Hut  we  have  felt  a  delicacy  in  taking  such  a  step,  without  con- 
sulting the  feelings  of  the  town.  We  would,  therefore,  recommend  to  our  fel- 
low-citizens, should  they  think  it  proper,  to  pass  a  vote  to  this  effectf    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Reuben  Moore,  John  Brown,  Levi  Brighau,  Josiah 
Hatnes,  Jr.,  Thomas  B.  Battles. 

t  It  may  be  proper  to  itate  in  this  place,  that  the  towo,  at  their  lant  meeting,  voted  that  work  be 
excluded  from  our  Common  Schools. 


^HTR T Py  ^  ^ ^ ^  Population,  967.    Valuation,  ^220,772 00. 

'     *       *       *       '        (       Number  of  Publie  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ai^es  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summpr,  247— In  Winter,  283. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — lu  Summer,  187 — In  Winter,  211. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  297. — No.  of  persons  ander  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. — No.  over  IG  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. 
ip)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Scliools,  40  mths.  23  days.— In  Summer,  20  14.— In  Winter,  20  9. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  1. 
(1\  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  %^  81— To  Females,  5IO  73. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  58  13 — Of  Kemales,  $b  15. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\Z  71 — Of  Females,  $5  58. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only, the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;^781  56. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — ^Average  Ottmber  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      . — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         . — Income  from  same,  $ 

^  Books  used. — Spelling — Emerson's  Introduction  and  National.    Reading — Pierpont's  Se- 
ries, Popular  Lessons  and  New  Testament.     (Grammar— Smith's  Inductive.    Geography^ 
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Smith's,  CHatiy't  iiid  Pariey's.    Arithmetk-'^aianon^a,  CoWmm's  rad  Ademi^^    AH  oAm 
¥uiey'i  aad  Goodri<!b's  Histories  of  the  U.  S.,  Comstoek's  Cbemislry,  Blak«'s  Philosophy. 

Remark. — ^No  estimates  are  made  respecting  the  fbifr  Private  Schools* 

Selection  from  Report.  *  *  *  In  the  first  place,  your  committee 
deem  it  highly  important,  tliat  every  scholar  give  his  constant  attendance,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  each  school ;  for,  if  one  is  remiss  in  his  attundance^ 
he  destroys  his  own  interest,  retards  his  progress,  and  tlirows  serious  ohstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  improvement  of  his  associates,  and  thus  renders  the  entire 
school  less  effective  and  useful,  than  it  would  otherwise  be.  Parents,  by  a 
little  forecast  and  reflection,  will  find  themselves  enabled  to  remedy  much  of 
the  difliculty,  which  ariwis  from  tardiness,  or  non-attendance.  In  the  second 
place,  your  committee  deem  it  essential,  that  the  several  schools  be  well  sup- 
plied with  reference  and  class  hooks,  so  that  the  practice  of  hprrowing  may  be 
entirely  abandoned.  The  reading  books,  which  are  now  in  use  in  your  schools, 
though  the  best  of  their  lime,  have  had  their  day,  and  have,  in  many  places, 
been  superseded  liy  others  abundantly  better.  Your  committee  would  recom- 
mend a  change  of  these  books,  as  soon  as  can  conveniently  be  done.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  — H.  Baows,  S.  Chandler,  J.  J.  Parker. 


f^niTTfT    r^JPAUTNa        S  (D  Pop.lalio«,  1,488.    Valuation,  «247,084 OQ. 
a^UUia    Itl^AJJlISijr^       I       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(J)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  371— la  Winter,  297. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  231— hi  Winter,  191. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  400— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  55  mlhs.— In  Summer,  43  14— In  Winter,  11  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ;J29  50— To  Females,  ;g[  12  66. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  00— Of  Females,  $S^  83. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^21  50-Of  Females,  $S  88. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,000  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       —Average  No.  of 

Scholars, Aggregate  paid  for  tuition.  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,   9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  6.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 196  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .—Income  from  same,  % 


!uid  Astronomy,  Bible. 


Selections  trom  Report.  •  *  •  The  course,  which  the  committee 
have  taken,  in  some  of  their  visits,  in  order  to  ascertain,  more  particularly,  the 
attainments  of  the  pupils-,  has  been,  to  conduct,  in  part,  the  examinations  thein- 
selves.  At  other  times,  they  have  noticed  the  methods  and  course  of  the  teach- 
er, and  the  habits  of  the  scholars,  while  going  throujih  with  the  ordinary  exer- 
cises of  the  school,  and,  when  about  to  leave,  making  such  remarks,  and^giv- 
iog  such  advice,  as  the  appearances  of  the  school  seemed  to  demand. 

The  subject  of  Common  School  Libraries  was  noticed  in  the  report  of  a  for- 
mer board  of  the  committee ;  and,  we  believe,  the  eentre  district  has  adopted 
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certain  meacnires,  in  relation  to  it ;  and  we  hope  the  others  will  follow  the  ex- 
ample. It  appears,  by  a  law  passed  in  1837,  that  **  each  legally  constituted 
school  district  is  authorized  to  raise  money,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and 
maintaining  a  Common  School  library  and  apparatus"  for  the  use  of  the  chil- 
dren therein,  under  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  said  district  may  adopt ; 
provided,  that  no  greater  sum  than  thirty  dollars,  for  the  first  year,  and  ten 
dollars,  in  any  subsequent  year,  shall  be  expended  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
The  committee  have  learned,  that,  during  the  year  past,  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  this  Commonwealth,  has  decided  to  cause  to  be  prepared,  two  series  of 
volumes,  particularly  adapted  to  the  capacities  of  the  young,  to  be  entitled  the 
Common  School  Library.  The  plan  proposes,  that  these  series  shall  consist  of 
fifty  volumes  each ;  and,  as  each  volume  is  to  be  approved  by  each  individual 
member  of  the  Board,  it  is  believed,  that  nothing,  short  of  works  of  the  highest 
order,  will  be  sanctioned.  It  is  highly  desirable,  that  every  school  district 
should  avail  itself  of  the  law,  authorizing  the  establishment  of  these  libraries. 
The  books,  being  fitted  for  common  use,  would  pass  fi'om  the  school  into  the 
fiimily,  and  increase  the  interest  of  parents,  in  the  better  education  of  their 
children,  by  giving  them  new  views  of  its  value,  and  would  form  a  valuable 
accession  to  our  means  for  training  up  the  young  in  the  way  they  should 
go.    •    •    * 

*  *.  *  They  would  also  suggest,  to  the  several  districts,  the  propriety  of 
calling  their  meetings  for  the  choice  of  prudential  committees,  early  in  the 
spring.  This  would  give  the  prudential  committee  more  time,  and  better 
opportunities  to  select  their  teachers.  The  evils  of  neglecting  this  duty  are  not 
trifling.  It  has  happened,  that  some  schools  have  not  commenced,  till  some 
weeks  after  the  proposed  time,  because  there  was  no  teacher  provided. 

In  closing  this  report,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  the  system  of  free 
schools,  by  which  the  means  of  a  good  education  are  placed  within  the  reach  of 
every  individual,  whatever  may  be  his  circumstances,  is  one  of  the  noblest  monu- 
ments of  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers,  who  established  it ;  and  it  is  now,  at 
once,  the  glory  and  the  hope  of  our  republican  institutions  of  government. 
The  condition  and  character  of  these  Public  Schools,  in  which,  it  has 
been  ascertained,  that  more  than  five  sixths  of  all  the  children,  in  this  State, 
receive  all  their  education,  is  a  matter  of  deep  concernment,  to  every  good  citi- 
zen ;  and  especially  to  every  parent,  who  has  at  heart  the  best  wel£uie  of  his 
children.  The  character  of  the  rising  generation,  for  intelligence  and  virtue, 
those  great  pillars,  on  which  rest  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  mankind, 
greatly  de]^ends  on  the  influences,  which  are  exerted  on  their  young  and  sus- 
ceptible minds,  at  these  humble,  byt  all -important  seminaries  of  learning.  On 
these,  also,  depend,  in  no  small  measure,  the  permanence  and  stability  of  our 
liberal  institutions.  If  our  Common  Schools  are,  as  they  should  be,  and  may 
be,  the  nurseries  of  learning,  of  good  order,  and  good  morals,  we  may  confi- 
dently trust,  that  children,  there  educated  and  disciplined,  will,  when  they  grow 
to  manhood,  make  good  men  and  good  citizens.  But,  if  they  are  sufiTered  to 
degenerate,  and  to  become  schools  of  disorder,  misrule,  and  insubordinatfon 
and  vice,  what  better  can  be  expected  of  them,  than  that  they  will  train  up 
their  pupils  to  become  fit  subjects  for  riot,  anarchy  and  rjevolution. 

The  parent,  too,  should  feel,  that  there  is  no  boon,  which  he  can  bestow  on 
his  children,  so  valuable  as  a  good  education,  and  good  principles  of  conduct. 
Self-interest,— a  regard  for  the  welfiire  of  his  children,— if  no  other  motive, 
should  prompt  every  parent  to  acquaint  himself,  at  least,  with  the  condition  of 
the  school,  which  his  own  children  attend,  and  to  do  what  he  can  to  sustain 
and  improve  it  The  government  of  our  schools  should  be  paternal, — exhibit- 
ing the  great  principles  of  impartiality,  of  equity,  of  benevolence,  and  of  truth. 
Children  should  be  treated  as  rational  beings ;  their  feelings  should  be  respected, 
and  their  rights  regarded.  The  teacher  should  exhibit,  in  his  own  administra- 
tion, all  those  just  principles  and  shining  graces,  which  he  wishes  to  impress 
upon  his  pupils.  The  development  of  the  moral  nature  will  then  be  more 
likely  to  keep  pace  with  that  of  the  intellectual,  and  thus  will  the  whole  man 
be  brought  forward  in  proportion. 

It  should  be  recollected,  that  the  term  education  has  a  more  extensive  signi- 
fication than  is  commonly  attached  to  it, — ^that  it  may  be  bad  as  well  as  good ; 
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aod,  in  general,  its  quality  is  a  matter  of  even  more  importance  than  its  quan- 
tity. Educated,  in  some  sense,  all  our  children  are,  and  will  be,  whether  we 
will  or  not.  Our  children  are  educated,  in  the  streets,  by  the  influence  x)f  their 
associates, — ^in  the  bosom  of  the  fiimily,  by  the  love  and  gentleness,  or  wrath 
and  fretfulness  of  parents, — by  tlie  passions  or  affections  they  see  manifested, 
by  the  conversations  to  which  they  listen,  and  by  the  general  pursuits,  habits, 
and  moral  tone  of  the  community. 

The  object  of  our  schools  is,  to  make  the  subjects  of  them  not  only  wiser, 
but  to  make  them  better  members  of  society.  The  importance,  therefore,  of 
extending  the  benefits  of  them  to  every  individual,  of  putting  in  operation  all 
the  means,  which  may  contribute  to  the  most  rapid  advancement  in  learning, 
and  of  urging  the  young  to  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  enlarge 
their  stock  of  knowledge,  cannot  be  too  strongly  stated  and  enforced. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  remark,  further,  that  the  subject  of  teaching  (he 
youitg,  and  training  them  up  for  the  community^  is  among  the  most  important  sub- 
jects, which  come  before  any  people,  and  cannot  be  guarded  and  carried  for- 
ward with  too  great  caution,  and  careful  supervision. 

And  the  position  we  take  here  is,  that  moral  and  scientific  training  should  ad- 
ranee  together.  We  mean  not,  that  any  particular  human  tenets  should  be  taught 
in  schools ;  but  the  gfeat  system  of  morals  contained  in  divine  revelation.  And 
the  most  liberal  and  scientific  infidels  have  said,  that ''  the  Bible  contains  the  best 
ijIslenofTnorals  in  (he  worW^  This  is  true  ;  and,  if  you  would  elevate  the  mind 
to  a  proper  dignity  and  self-respect,  let  it  have  a  due  proportion  ofnumd  train- 
ing along  with  scientific.  Children  must  be  treated  as  moral  beings ;  and,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  so  treated,  they  must  be  settled  down  on  moral  prind- 
ph.  Then,  as  the  wisest  man  said,  ^  when  thou  goest,  it  shall  lead  thee,  and 
when  thou  awakest,  it  shall  talk  with  thee."    *    *    * 

*  *  *  If  moral  instruction  can  be  imparted,  with  the  best  success,  by 
addressing  and  improving  the  inteUecl,  as  will  be  granted,  so  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose,  and  God  has  so  constructed  the  human  mind,  (hat  the  intellect  can  be 
improved  to  the  best  advantage,  by  a  due  cultivation  of  moral  powers.  Accord- 
ingly, a  respectable  writer  observes,  that  <<  mere  mental  culture  is  but  a  poor  ad- 
vance above  barbarism,  if  unattended  by  the  development  of  the  moral  nature 
of  man.''    *    *     * 

*  *  *  .^  (he  powers  or  faculties  should  be  proportioiwbly  cultivated.  The 
inemory,  understanding,  conscience,  and  morcd  sense  must  all  be  proportionaMy  car- 
ried forward  by  cultivation,  i.  e.  that  there  may  be  an  equabdOy,  or  equable 
growth  of  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  as  there  is  an  equable  growth  of  the 
n)ofo,  irmiks,  and  branches  of  trees  and  plants.  If  this  were  not  regarded,  in  the 
economy  of  nature,  you  could  have  no  forests  nor  plantations ;  for,  if  the  roots 
did  not  spread,  and  grow,  and  deepen,  in  proportion  to  the  trunk  and  branches, 
trees  would  not  stand.  The  most  skilful  shipbuilHers  practice  on  tbis  principle, 
most  ejjactly.  The  sails  and  rigging  must  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  hulk. 
And  the  God  of  nature  observes  this  rule,  in  the  economy  of  the  human  body. 


an  infant's  head  and  limbs.  But  this  would  not  be  more  monstrous,  than  the 
roind  of  men  would  be,  if  one  faculty  were  carried  up  to  maturity,  and  all  the 
rest  were  left  uncultivated,  and  without  growth. 

Our  children  have  moral  natures,  as  well  as  rational.  A  man  may  be  a  prodi- 
gy in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and,  if  his  moral  powers  are  left  uncultivated,  he 
will  be  a  learned  monster;  and  may  be  the  terror  of  mankind,  as  he  would  be 
governed  by  no  moral  principle.  To  make  a  man  as  perfect  a  character  as  can 
^alltothelot  of  humanity,  oU  his  faculties  must  have  an  equMe,  duly  propor- 
iiontd  cultivation  and  growth,    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Aaron  Foster,  Jr.,  Jacob  M.  Evans,  Loel  Swketskr. 
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ssT^nnrj^PTJUi^  j(i)PapuUtioii,932.  vdwuomjm^oo. 

*>  J  i/jyjii  -tt  ^m,     .      .      .       I       Number  of  PuWie  Schools,  6. 
{t)  No.  of  Sebolara  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Sebookp^a  Summer,  21»«-.ia  Winter,  246. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Sebooh— In  Summer,  14Ct— In  Winter,  15Jk 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  259.— No.  of  persons  Hnder  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  26. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  f»f  the  Schools,  47  mthiJ.— In  Summer,  S3— In  Winter,  14. 

(6)  Nq.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    .--F.  6— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  inckidiag  board— To  Males,  $31 25— To  Females,  $13^23. 
(«)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  flO  OO-^f  Females,  g$  00 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $17  2&p-Of  Females^  $6  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  anil  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .-^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schoohi,  ].— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— A.v<rage  No.  of  Scholars,  32. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 1 80  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         . — Income  from  aame,  $ 

Books  used.— £^/tfig^-*Emerson's  National.  JZmicfMigr— Emcrson^s  1st,  2d  and  3d  Clhss 
Readers  and  the  Testameut.  Crrommaf^— Smith's.  Geography-'Feler  Parley's,  OIney's  and 
Blake's,  ^ni/imrtic— Emerson's,  Adams',  Greenleaf's.  All  otAcrs- Watts  on  the  Mind, 
Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  •  •  The  return  of  our  annual  meeting  has 
again  brought  your  school  committee  before  you  with  their  report,  and  our  first 
object  will  be,  to  review  what  has  been  done,  during  the  past  year,  to  advance 
the  all-important  cause  of  Common  School  education.  What  have  the  teach- 
ers done  ?  What  have  the  scholars  done  ?  What  have  your  committee  done  ? 
What  have  you  yourselves  done  ?    And  what  have  we  all  left  undone  ? 

Now,  although  the  teachers,  taken  together,  have  been  as  good,  and  the  pro- 
gress made  by  the  scholars  in  acquiring  knowledge  as  great,  perhaps,  as,  taking 
all  things  into  consideration,  could  have  been  expected,  yet  we  must  say,  that 
we  believe,  if  the  parents,  the  superintending  committee,  the  prudential  com- 
mittees, the  teachers  and  the  scholars  had  all,  and  each  of  us,  done  every  thing 
possible,  the  amount  of  knowledge  treasured  up  wotild  have  been  at  least 
double.  In  other  words,  we  believe,  that,  if  all  persons  who  are,  or  ought  to  be, 
deeply  interested  in  Common  School  education,  would  take  the  subject  into 
serious  consideration,  and  would  understandingly  yierform  all  their  duties  in 
relation  to  it,  our  district  schools  miglit  and  would  be  improved,  until  the 
amount  of  knowledge  diffused  by  them,  with  the  same  expense,  would  be  twice 
as  much  as  it  now  is.  We  censure  no  particular  man,  or  class  of  men.  All 
are  faulty,  and,  while  we  are  very  willing  to  bear  our  share  of  blame  for  omis- 
sion^ of  duty,  we  hope  that  all  others  will  be  willing  to  do  likewise.    *    *    • 

The  committee  of  18;38  recommended,  that  our  scholars  be  so  classified  as 
to  place  the  large  and  small  children  in  the  charge  of  different  teachers, — under 
such  different  rules  and  regulations  as  their  various  ages  and  ciixsumstances 
might  require.  With  much  pleasure  we  perceive,  that,  by  a  recent  vote  of  the 
town,  this  organization  is  to  be  carried  into  effect,  to  some  extent,  the  ensuing 
year.  We  sincerely  hope,  that  no  sectional  jealousies  will  be  allowed  to  pre- 
vent a  fair  trial  of  this  plan.  Certain  we  at'e,  that,  if  such  a  trial  can  be  had, 
the  restdts  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  children,  and  will  satisfy  every  reason- 
able parent  in  town.    *    •    * 

The  committee  of  1838  recommended  the  propriety  and  importance  of  ap- 
propriating a  small  sum  of  money,  yearly,  for  the  purchase  of  apparatus  for  the 
schools,  and  for  furnishing  each  district  with  a  library.  We  would  again  rec- 
ommend these  objects,  particularly  the  latter  one,  to  the  serious  consideration 
of  every  man,  woman  and  child,  in  Stoneham.    All  persons,  who  have  had  any 
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experience  in  teaching  obildren,  (and  we  iiope  tliere  is  not  a  parent  present, 
who  lias  not  taught  his  own  children  more  or  less,)  know  the  importance  of 
having  something,  by  which  to  demonstrate  whatever  they  would  teach.  Sup- 
pose you  take  a  child,  who  never  saw  an  artificial  globe,  and  attempt  to  give 
mm  a  knowledge  of  it ;— would  you  do  this  by  description  alone,  or  would  you 
not  rather  show  him  a  globe,  and  then  describe  its  construction,  and  the  uses 
of  its  various  partsf  Doubtless  you  wUl  all  say,  the  latter  method  would  be 
preferable ;  then  why. not  instruct  your  children  by  it  ?  Probably  you  will  say, 
that  your  greatest  objection  is  the  expense  of  the  instruments.  And  what 
would  this  alarming  expense  be  ?  An  apparatus,  sufiicient  for  demonstrating 
the  studies  in  otu*  schools,  if  purchased  by  the  town,  might  cost  a  rich  man  a 
dollar,  (the  price  of  a  ticket  to  the  play.)  Well,  you  will  say,  such  a  one  can 
pay  without  any  inconvenience ;  but  a  poor  man,  one  who  has  a  large  family, 
and  supports  them  by  daily  labor,  he  cannot  pay  without  taking  the  bread  out 
of  the  mouths  of  his  children.  Now  what  would  this  cost  a  poor  man  ?  Pos- 
Bibly  a  ninepence,  (the  price  of  a  pound  of  sqaoking  tobacco,)  so  that,  instead  of 
taking  the  bread  out  of  his  children's  mouths,  it  would,  at  the  worst,  be  but 
taking  the  pipe  out  of  his  own  mouth.  Your  committee  believe,  that  this  usual 
objecdon,  <<the  expense  of  the  thing,'^  is  not  the  reason  why  our  schools  are 
not  Aimished  with  this  indispensable  requisite.  We  think  the  true  cause  is 
tiu&  Most  parents  have  never  examined  the  subject  in  a  proper  manner ;  have 
never  informed  themselves  of  its  importance,  and,  of  course,  are  not  aware  of 
its  beneficial  results.  To  such,  we  would  suegest  an  experiment  When  you 
letaro  home,  let  each  one  take  a  small  child,  (if  ^ou  have  none  of  your  own, 
your  neighbor's  will  answer  equally  well,)  and  give  him  a  minute  description 
of  some  object  which  he  never  saw ;  then  show  him  another  object,  of  which 
be  is  equally  ignorant ;  let  him  see  and  handle  it,  and,  at  the  same  time,  receive 
a  description  m>m  you ;  then  question  him  about  these  two  objects,  and  we 
think  you  will  find,  he  has  received  a  better  knowledge  of  the  one  he  has 
Been,  in  five  minutes,  than  you  can  give  him  of  the  other,  by  mere  description, 
io  five  hours.  Try  these  experiments  until  you  are  perfectly  satisfied,  and  if 
you  come  to  the  conclusion  which  we  think  you  must,  you  will  then  be  readv 
and  willing  to  vote  an  appropriation  of  money  to  furnish  your  schools  with  all 
necessary  apparatus. 

Important  as  this  subject  appears  to  us,  we  consider  the  district  library  much 
more  important  All  children  who  have  a  common  share  of  intellect,  and  who 
have  learned  to  read,  will,  to  some  considerable  extent,  employ  their  leisure 
hours  io  reading  such  books  as  are  put  within  their  reach.  We  presume  no 
person  will  deny  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  and  if  occasionally,  a  child  is  found 
who  seems  to  have  no  inclination  to  read,  depend  upon  it,  this  is  a  consequence 
of  not  furnishing  him  with  books,  of  a  proper  kind,  at  a  proper  time,  with 
which  he  would  have  cultivated  a  taste  for  reading.  The  argument  then  stands 
thus.  Children  must  and  will  read,  and  generally  they  will  read  such  books 
^  are  thrown  in  their  way.  If  they  cannot  obtain  ffood  ones,  they  will  read 
bad  ones.  Now  what  is  the  duty  of  parents,  to  let  their  children  read  all  the 
tfasby,  vicious  works  they  may  chance  to  meet  with,  or  to  furnish  them  with  a 
libra^  of  choice  books,  stich  as  no  person,  young  or  old,  can  peruse  without 
becoming  wiser  and  better?  We  think  you  will  all  say,  it  i^  our  duty  to  fur- 
nish the  library  of  good  books.  Then  why  do  you  not  do  it  ?  Here  comes 
the  old  excuse:  ^The  expense ;  we  cannot  afibrd  it,  particularly  in  these  hard 
times."  Your  committee  do  not  believe  a  word  of  this  **  cannot  afiTord  it  busi- 
^^^Bs.**  There  is  not  a  man  to  be  found,  but  who  can  afibrd  to  spend  a  small 
^^  of  money  occasionally,  in  any  manner  he  pleases.  And  can  he  spend  it 
for  any  better  purpose  than  this?  Let  any  man  look  at  this  "  cannot  afford  it," 
a  few  moments,  with  the  good  of  his  children  in  his  mind,  and*  this  bugbear 
^H  vanish  into  thin  air.  Sacrifice  your  ticket  to  the  theatre,  your  pound  of 
tobacco,  or  some  other  frivolous  amusement  or  indulgence,  (if  you  cannot  do 

uus  without,)  and  you  will  soon  find  all  your  districts  supplied  with  libra- 

nea.    *    *    • 

We  have  a  few  words  to  say  about  our  school-rooms.    The  report  of  1839 
^H  that  districts  No.  1, 4,  and  5»  had  erected  good  schoolhouses.    To  these 

13 
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we  are  happy  to  add  one  in  No.  2,  built  durioff  the  past  year.  This  house,  in 
some  respects,  is  better  than  any  one  ^reviouMy  built  It  is  larger  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  scholars  belonging  to  the  district  It  is  furnished  with 
the  means  of  ventilation.  And,  what  is  more  wonderful  still,  it  does  not  stand 
in  the  highway,  but  at  such  a  respectable  distance  as  to  furnish  an  ample  play 
ground  for  the  children.  In  district  No.  3,  a  tax  was  assessed  last  summer,  to 
repair  the  present  house  or  build  a  new  one.  *  *  District  No.  6  have  voted 
to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  and  repairing  their  house,  and 
probably  before  their  summer  school  commences,  they  will  be  Aimished  with 
a  house  as  good,  at  least,  as  any  one  in  town.  Thus  you  see,  there  is  reason  to 
hope,  that  the  committee  of  1840,  will  be  able  to  report  that  this  town  is  provi- 
ded with  a  suitable  number  of  schoolhouses,  built  and  finished  according  to 
the  liberality  and  improved  methods  of  the  present  day.    •    •    • 

*  *  We  think  committees  should  exact  firom  teachers  testimonials,  not 
only  of  their  acquired  knowledge  and  good  moral  character,  but  also  of  their 
ability  to  communicate  such  knowledge,  in  a  fiimiliar,  easy  and  practical  man- 
ner. In  the  duty  of  selecting  teachers,  prudential  committees  perform  a  prin- 
cipal part;  hence,  these  committees  should  consist  of  such  men  as  are  best  able 
to  judge  of  the  proper  qualifications  of  instructors.  And  they  should  always 
use  all  reasonable  efforts  to  secure  the  services  of  the  best  teachers,  and  of 
none  other.  Indeed,  all  experience  goes  to  prove  that  the  very  best  teachers 
are  invariably  the  cheapest 

*  *  We  have  dweltat  considerable  len^  on  these  subjects,  because  we 
consider  them  of  great  importance.  There  is  no  other  institution  in  our  coun- 
try, so  essential  to  our  happiness,  so  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  a  free 
people,  as  the  Common  School  system.  Abolish  this,  and  in  a  short  time  all 
our  free  institutions  will  follow,  for  it  is  an  immutable  truth,  that  a  firee  repub- 
lic cannot  exist  where  the  common  people  are  sunk  in  ignorance. 

Then  cherish  your  Common  Schools,  as  you  would  your  own  fi^edom  and 
happiness,  and  rest  assured  that  the  men  who  would  shut  out  knowledge,  from 
the  laboring  people,  are  the  very  men  who  would  rule  them  with  the  iron  rod 
of  despotism. 

Thus  we  have,  by  confession,  endeavored  to  atone,  in  some  measure,  for  oar 
sins  of  omission  and  commission.  And  now  allow  us  to  ask  all  the  parents, 
the  masters  or  guardians  of  these  school  children,  a  few  plain,  and,  as  we 
think,  important  questions.  Have  you,  during  the  past  year  or  years,  done 
every  thing  in  your  power,  (consistent  with  other  duties,)  to  furnish  for  your 
children  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  schooling  ?  Have  you  been  careful  to 
provide  for  them  suitable  school-rooms,  the  best  of  teachers,  and  all  necessary 
books,  for  pursuing  their  various  studies  ?  Have  you  sent  them  to  school  regu- 
larly, and  allowed  them  to  be  absent  only  when  absolutely  necessary  ?  Have 
you  frequently  examined  and  taught  them  yourselves  ?  Have  you  taken  care 
that  your  children  should  always  obey  the  orders  of  their  instructers  ?  Have 
you  encouraged  your  children  and  their  teachers,  by  frequently  visiting  their 
schools,  showing  by  your  presence,  and  the  interest  you  exhibit  in  their  im- 
provement, that  you  are  alive  to  the  cause  of  education,  that  you  will  judge  of 
the  capabUities  of  your  teacher,  and  the  progress  made  by  your  children  your- 
selves ?  * 

If  you  have  not  done  all  this,  and  much  more,  then  you  have  not  done  your 
whole  duty,  and  if  your  children  are  not  well  educated,  you  alone  are  to  blame. 

But  why  have  you  not  done  your  duty  ?  Perhaps  we  shall  hear  the  old  ex- 
cuse,— **  We  cannot  afibrd  to  do  it"  But  can  you  afford  to  let  your  child  grow 
up  ignorant,  and,  of  course,  vicious,  until  he  becomes  ruined  in  character  and 
morals?  Can  you  afibrd  this,  we  say?  Will  this  cost  you  nothing?  No 
money  ?  No  anguish  of  spirit,  to  which  the  loss  of  your  last  farthing  would  be 
a  mere  trifle  ? 

If  you  cannot  afibrd  these  feelings,  then  do  your  duty  like  men.  Give  alj 
your  children  a  sound.  Common  School  education,  improved  by  a  course  of  good 
reading  and  parental  instruction,  and  with  the  common  blessings  of  Provi- 
dence, they  will  grow  up  such  men  and  such  women,  as  you  would  wish  to 
leave  behind  you  when  your  last  day  shall  close. 

SCHOOL  GOMMITTEC  — Amasa  Farrier,  Edward  Bocks  am. 
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^TO  W  i  ^^^  Population,  1,134.    Valuation,  g^SO,T65  00. 

' C       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  285— In  Winter,  288. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  165 — In  Winter,  186. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  266. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  43. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  18— In  Wmter,  13  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Somme^-M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $99  00— To  Females,  ;^1 1  60. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gS  50— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $f^  50— Of  Females,  $5  60. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $6€0, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .--Aggregate  of  months  kept,    . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  37. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  55.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^  1,000. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  ^-Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.- S^tfw^g^^ummings',  Walker's  Dictionary,  ^arfing^ American  First  Class 
Book,  Introduction  to  the  National  Reader  and  Young  do.  Orammar — Smith's.  Geography 
-Smith's,  Malte-Brun's,  Goodrich's,  Olne/s,  Parley's.  ^r«Am«<«>— Smith's,  Adams',  Col- 
bara'g,  Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Parts.  Au  oCAers— Blake's  Philosophy,  Goodrich's  History 
of  the  U.  S.  and  Chemistry. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  •  Your  committee  would  further  ob- 
serre,  that  it  might  be  proper,  that  there  should  be  more  uniformity  in  books, 
u  we  noticed,  in  one  instance,  three  classes  of  the  same  standing,  perform  in 
different  books.     •    •    * 

t  «  *  rpi^Q  narents  are  in  fault  They,  one  and  all,  ought  to  feel  it  an 
imperious  duty,  frequently  to  visit  the  school  themselves.  You  will  say,  that 
is  the  duty  of  the  school  committee.  But  that  is  not  all.  These  frequent  visits 
would  be  an  aid  to  the  instructer,  and  excite  the  ambition  of  the  pupil.  *  *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Jonathan  Newell,  Artemas  Conant,  Simson  H. 
Browf,  Johh  a.  a.  Laforest. 


Run  P  TTTf  -V  J  (^)  Population*  1»388.    Valuation,  ^366^0  00. 

^^^  ^^  ^>  •       •       •      •       \       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  292— In  Winte-r,  381. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  209— In  Winter,  289. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  379.— No..of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  41. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  17  7— In  l^Hnter,  14  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  5.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^31  00— To  Females,  j[13  26. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $V^  00— Of  Females,  $b  26. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^21  00— Of  Females,  %Z  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $Glb, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 
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(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies;  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  ISJ. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  106 —Ag^gre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^62  SO. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5^50  00.— Income  from  same,  S^  ^' 

•  Books  ussD«—fi!p«//ti^g'— Webster's.  /ieacfii^g'^American  First  Class  Book.  Grammar — 
Worcester's.  6r«og-rapAy— Malte-Bnin's  and  Parley's.  ^rt/Amefic^— Emerson's,  Adams'  and 
Smith's.    All  o<^r«— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S. 

Selection  rROM  Report.  •  *  *  The  ]aw  of  1838  requires,  that,  in 
the  annual  Ireport,  the  committee  ahali  designate  such  improyements  as  might 
be  made  in  the  schools,  and  point  out  iheir  defects.  Your  committee  feel 
bound  to  mention,  that  the  Centre,  Landham,  and  Pantree  schools  are  much 
too  large, — the  average  attendance,  in  winter,  being  from  sixty-five  to  seventy  &ve 
scholars.  The  remedy,  which  they  would  suggest  for  this  defect,  is,  that  the 
schoolhouses,  in  said  districts,  be  enlarged,  and  two  teachers,  a  male  and  fe- 
male, be  employed  in  each  of  them,  during  the  winter  term.  The  committee 
earnestly  reconunend  this  proposed  improvement  to  the  early  considenition  of 
the  town.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Reubih  MoorE;  John  Browit,  Levi  Bri«ham,  Josiah 
Hatnes,  Jr.,  Thoxas  B.  Battles. 


7^P  WK^Ti  TJTt  V  i  '^^  Popalation,  907.    Valuation,  gSSaflSH  00. 

'      *      *       c       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  251— In  Winter,  2S6. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  217— In  Winter,  253. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  375— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  42  mths.— In  Summer,  24— In  Winter,  18. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sammei^M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winten— M.  6— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $96  16— I'o  Females,  ^12  83. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  16— Of  Females,  $6 16. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^19  00^-Of  Females,  ^6  67. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5700. 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars,         . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  |cept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g       .—Income  from  same,  g 

Books  vsed.— fibetftng- National.  Reading^YomiKf  Improved  and  National  Readers, 
General  Class  Book.  C^vtmmor— Murray's  and  SmiUi's.  CreasTOl''^'— Malte-Brun's  and 
Worcester's.  .         *»    '^^ 

Selections  FROM  Report.  *  *  •  Your  committee  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  the  district  committees  employiug  their  teachers  more  seasonably) 
say  one  or  two  months  before  the  school  commences.  It  frequently  happens,  ; 
before  the  prudential  committee  move  to  secure  a  teacher,  all  the  best  teachers 
are  engaged.  Instead  of  seasonably  going  and  securing  a  good  teacher,  they 
tirait  till  some  one  applies  to  them  to  take  the  school.  It  does  not  follow,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  every  young  man  or  woman,  who  offers  to  keep  a  school, 
is  qualified  for  it  At  the  present  day,  as  there  are  so  many  seminaries,  for  the  ' 
express  purpose  of  providing  good  schoolmasters,  and  where  they  may  be 
obtained  by  a  saasonable  application,  it  is  radier  a  suspicious  circumstance,  to  ' 
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8ee8yoiMy:.iiiaii,  waiidenogfiom  town  to  town,  in  seasdi  of  a  ABbooL  Suclb 
aia  generu  thing,  ougiit  not  to  be  emplojrecL 

Id  the  opimon  of  your  oomaHttee,  no  one  ought  to  be  engaged  to  keep  a. 
Bcheoly  before  he  haa  been  eaamined  by  the  Gommittee,  and  obtained  hia  certi- 
ficate of  approbation.  The  committee  feel  it  lo  be  thcor  duty,  to  pay  the  moat 
Krupuloufl  regard  to  the  qualifieationa  of  our  teachera,  and  to  refuae  to  appro- 
late  any,  who  do  not  paaa  «  sood  examination.  Aa  a  |[eneral  thing,  as  ia  the 
teacher,  ao  ia  the  aehool,  and  uie  most  direct  way  to  raise  the  character  of  our 
Bchoela,  ia^  to  denaand  higher  qualificationa  in  our  teachers. 

We  bawe  Witnessed,  wiUi  regret,  <<that,  in  some  of  our  schools,  the  larger 
young  men  Were  unwilling  to  belong  to  a  reading  and  (filing  olaaa,  choosmg 
to  devote  all  their  time  to  isMmm^/*  Your  committee  would  not  wish  to 
uadenralue  a  oorrect  knowledge  of  arithmetic, — it  is  essential  in  the  educa- 
tion of  every  young  man ;  but,  in  a  country  like  ouia,  where  thepuricjr  and  con- 
tinuance of  our  institutions  depend  upon  the  general  difTuaion  of  knowledge 
unoDg  the  people,  the  copnmittee  feel,  that  correct  reading  can  scarcely  be 
overrated.  There  is  no  doubt,  if  reading  was  more  attended  to  in  our  schools, 
a  &r  greater  number  would  acquire  a  taste  and  fondness  for  reading,  become 
leading  men,  and  our  communis  would,  of  course,  become  much  more  intel- 
ligent   •    *    » 

Some  of  your  sefaoolhouses  are  cold  and  uncomiortable^ — ^need  to  be  repaired 
or  rebuilt  The  comfort,  the  health,  the  improvement  of  the  children,  require 
immediate  attention  to  the  sulgeot    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMnTE£.-^AC0B  CoGoiff,  HaKRT  KiTTRZDex. 


Tn-UVAr^  1?  Arn  i  <^)  l*op«la^«n»  h^^'    ValuaUon,  giSAfiSn  00. 

lUYY£Si^J!,£SUy    ...       J        Number  of  PubUc  Sch^s,  10. 

(2)  No.  ofSeholan  of  all  ag«8  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  44ft— In  Winter»478. 

(3)  Avetage  attendance  in  the  Scheola— -In  Summer,  303— In  Winter,  46S. 

(4)  Mo,  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  fiffiS.— -No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  91. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  42  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  22  21— In  Winter,  19  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^M.  10— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $SA  80— To  Females,  ^9  65. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1  50.— Of  Females,  $b  05. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $11  SO— Of  Females,  ^4  60. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only- the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $800. 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. -^Aggregate  of  months  i  kept,  10.^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  75.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $1,400. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  25.— Agf^- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $17. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  usaD.—i9p«2/tf^g;'— Emerson's  National  and  Introduction  to  do.  Reading — Bible, 
Monitorial  Reader,  Constitution  of  U.  S.,  National  Reader  and  Introduction  to  the  Young  do. 
G^roniman— Alger's  Murray's  and  Smith's,  Frost's  Exercises  in  Parsine.  Geograpkif"~ma\ie- 
Bran's  and  Peter  Parley's.  Aritkmeiu>-A6ams'  New,  Colburn's.  Au  others— Foaier'a  Rhe- 
torical Reader,  Classical  do. 

RsHAKK. — In  two  districts,  assistant  female  teachers  were  employed,  at 
from  50  cents  to  $1  50  per  week. 

8klxctions  fbom  Rkfobt.  *  *  •  While  your  committee  recognize, 
with  much  satisfiustion,  your  prompt  and  generous  pecuniary  appropriations  for 
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the  remuoeration  of  our  school  teachers,  they  also  fisel  in  duty  bound,  to  no^ce 
some  of  the  existing  defects  in  our  present  management  Our  schoolhouses 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  poorly  constructed.  In  most  of  them, 
the  teacher,  while  engaged  with  his  classes,  must  unavoidably  have  his  back 
towards  a  part  of  his  scholars.  The  truant  boy  naturally  takes  the  advantage 
of  this,  ana  commences  play;  by  which,  the  teacher  and  class  are  soon  inter- 
rupted. Very  many  interrupdons,  arising  from  this  source,  would  daily  be 
prevented,  if  our  schoolhouses  were  so  arranged,  that  the  teacher,  at  his  desk, 
or  on  the  floor  with  his  class,  could  have  all  his  school  at  once  before  him. 

Another,  and  a  prominent  defect,  which  your  committee  would  notice,  is, 
that  our  schoolhouses  are,  most  of  them,  too  small,  and  too  low  studded.  Your 
committee  have  found,  fix>m  their  own  sad  experience  in  visiting  our  schools, 
that,  on  going  from  the  open  air  to  the  school-rooms,  in  many  or  our  districts, 
they  were  impelled,  by  instinct,  to  defend  themselves,'  as  much  as  possible, 
from  inhaling  the  fetid  gas,  which  the  teachers  and  scholars  were  compelled  to 
inhale,  and  which,  unavoidably,  produces  that  lassitude  of  mind,  which  vnJl 
greatly  impede  their  progress  in  study. 

The  seats,  in  most  of  our  schoolhouses,  are  quite  too  narrow,  besides  being 
so  constructed,  as  that  one  scholar  cannot  leave  his  seat,  without  interrupting 
several  of  his  neighbors.  Your  committee  are  sure  that  the  loss  sustained  by 
our  schools,  as  above,  is  much  greater,  than  is  supposed  fay  those,  who  have 
not  experienced  the  same,  in  the  capacity  of  teachers.  Strict  economy,  as 
well  as  the  best  good  of  our  schools,  requires,  that  our  school-rooms,  in  every 
respect,  should  1m  pleasant,  agreeable  and  convenient. 

It  should  be  recollected,  that  the  school  teacher,  in  his  labors,  has  to  do  with 
mind,  rather  than  matter.  The  first  object,  which  the  teacher  has  to  accom- 
plish, is,  to  excite,  in  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  a  deaire  to  2ear»i,  and  an  interest 
m  their  studUg.  So  far  as  he  fails  in  this,  he  will  fail  in  every  thing ;  and,  so 
&r  as  he  is  successful  in  this,  so  far  he  will,  usually,  be  successful,  in  every 
thinff  else.  This,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  is  the  turning  point 
of  the  teacher's  success, — ^the  grand  acme  of  his  labors.  Among  the  many 
thingSi  that  parents  may  do,  to  assist  the  teacher,  in  gaining  this  grand  point, 
your  committee  will  suggest  but  two.  And,  first,  avoid  speaking  of  your  teach- 
er's failings,  before  the  scholars,  but,  while  he  remains  a  teacher,  make  the  best 
of  every  thin^,  that  appertains  to  the  school.  Second,  manifest  thatyou  take  a 
deep  interest  m  the  school,  by  frequently  calling  at  the  school-roono.  The  teacher 
and  pupils  will  then  fed,  that  they  are  engaged  in  something,  that  others,  older 
than  themselves,  look  upon  as  important  They  will  feel,  that  they  have  a  char- 
acter to  sustain,  that  they  are  not  dealine  in  toys  and  fables,  but  in  matters  and 
things  of  importance.  The  proverb  of  high  authenticity,  ^  as  iron  sharpeneth 
iron,  so  a  man  sharpeneth  the  countenance  of  his  firiend"  applies  as  truly  to  our 
schools  as  to  individuals.    *    *    * 

As  our  houses  will  not  shelter  us,  except  we  keep  them  in  repair,  so  neither 
will  our  laws  protect  us,  except  we  sustain  than;  and,  as  the  sustaining  of  law 
depends  upon  the  virtue,  knowledge  and  integrity  of  the  people,  and,  as  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  receive  their  entire  literary  education  from  our  Com- 
mon Schools, — ^it,  therefore,  follows,  that  our  Common  Schools  are  amongst 
the  strongest  bulwarks,  and  most  essential  safeguutls,  of  our  common  coun- 
try.   •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Elvathah  Davis,  Horace  Ehert,  Samuel  Adams. 


TyNC*  ^nnj?n  TTH TT         J  ^^^  Population,  870.    Valuation,  ;^218,124 00. 
J.  xiyvTK^j^  urL  xj  u  urn ,        j      j^^^^^^^  ^^  p^^ .^  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  277— In  Winter,  239. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  228— In  Winter,  197. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  230. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25. 
{6)  Aggregate  IcngUi  of  the  Schools,  81  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  17  21^1n  Winter,  13 14. 
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(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.  7.^No.  of  Teaehen  in  Winter-JIf.  4— F.  1 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  ineladiog  board— To  Males,  j$23  26>— To  Females,  ^fll  88. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montb-^Of  Males,  gS  OOu^f  Females,  $5  86. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  ezeliisive  of  board-^f  Males,  $16  25— Of  Females,  $S  00. 

(10)  Amonnt  of  money  raised  by  taies  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,       .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,     .—'Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 
(U)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  gZ^HXt  00.— Income  from  same,  gUl  11. 


V 


RsHARK. — See  the  Remarks  of  last  year,  in  regard  to  the  Fund. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  •  We  are  happy  to  say,  that*  in  our 
opinion,  the  schools  generally,  throughout  the  town,  have  made  decided  pro- 
eress  towards  the  great  end  for  which  Common  Schools  have  been  instituted. 
We  think  their  advancement  has  been  as  great  as  could  reasonably  have  been 
eipected,  considering  all  the  obstacles  with  which  they  have  had  to  contend. 
Some  of  the  schools  have  been  very  short.  The  winter  terms  of  two  of  them 
have  been  but  five  weeks  in  length.  In  so  short  a  term,  the  scholars  had  little 
more  than  sufficient  time  to  call  to  remembrance  what  had  been  forgotten 
since  they  last  attended  school.  We  think  still  further,  that  all  the  winter 
schools  have  been  much  too  short  The  intelligence  and  respectability  of  our 
youth  are  depending  essentially  upon  their  Common  School  advantages,  and  it 
appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  is  no  subject  to  which  the  town  should 
more  willingly  devote  its  resources,  than  to  the  support  of  these  fountains  of 
useful  knowledge.  What  can  be  more  grateful  to  a  parent's  feelings,  than  to 
Boe  his  sons  and  daughters  rising  in  the  scale  of  sound  morality  and  intelli- 
gence, preparing  to  win  the  esteem  of  the  world,  and  to  fill  stations  of  honor 
and  usefulness  in  coming  years  ?  It  should  be  remembered  by  parents,  that 
money  devoted  to  such  an  object,  will  not  only  confer  a  lasting  benefit  upon 
their  children  and  the  community  at  large,  but  will  also  be  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful ways  in  which  they  can  employ  it,  to  augment  their  own  happiness. 
The  few  dollars,  which  might  be  saved  b^  curtailing  the  advantages  of  our 
youth  for  the  acquirement  of  a  good  education,  will,  in  the  end,  be  but  a  miser- 
able compensation  for  the  loss  which  will  be  sustained. 

The  irregular  attendance  of  many  of  the  scholars,  has  been  a  great  embarrass- 
ment to  the  order  and  progress  of  the  schools.  Nor  have  all  the  teachers,  who 
have  been  employed,  possessed  the  requisite  qualifications  for  their  work. 
The  town  has  probably  been  as  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  the  past 
year,  and  even  more  so,  than  in  any  former  year.  It  may  have  been  as  fortu- 
nate as  other  towns  in  this  respect.  Yet  a  number  have  been  employed,  who 
had  neither  an  (qitness  to  itach  or  govern  a  school.  But  these  are  evils,  to  which 
^e  must  be  more  or  less  exposed,  until  the  public  generally  require  a  higher 
B^Ddard  of  qualifications  in  those  to  whom  they  commit  the  mental  training 
<>i  their  youth.  We  rejoice  to  know  that  the  public  are  waking  up  to  this  im- 
portant subject,  and  that  schools  for  teachers  are  being  established  in  various 
P«]^  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  committee  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  as  another  impediment  to  the 

P^gress  of  the  schools,  the  ill  contrived  and  uncomfortable  houses  in  which 

jljany  of  them  have  been  kept.    In  most  of  them,  the  seats  are  narrow,  with 

peipendicular  backs,  with  the  floor  sloping  in  an  angle  of  a  number  of 
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degrees  ftom  the  side  to  tbe  centre  of  the  house,  aAowkig  fbr  the  feet  but  a 
preoarious  restiDg  place.  With  such  aeoomraodations^  the  seholars  soon  be- 
come restless  and  noky;  stillness  and  order  cannot  be  preserved.  StiU  more 
to  be  deplored  is  the  insufficiency  of  our  schoolhouses  to  protect  the  tender 
youdi  from  the  cold  and  the  storm.  Were  parents  to  witness  what  your  com- 
mittee often  have  witnessed  with  pain,  on  visitinff  some  of  the  schools  in  the 
coldest  days  of  winter,  were  they  to  see  their  children  with  their  foot-stoves  at 
their  feet,  and  their  outer  garments  hung  up  over  the  cracks  in  the  ceiling,  and 
about  the  windows,  to  ke^p  the  cold  winds  firom  blowing  directly  upon  them, 
and  afler  all  their  inventions,  actually  suffering  with  cold,  and  unable  to  pursue 
then-  studies  to  any  advantagis,  we  are  eonfident  that  no  other  appeal  to  them 
would  be  necessary  to  awaken  them  to  the  importance  of  improving  our  school- 
rooms. 

In  regard  to  teachers ; — ^it  has  been  a  very  common  practice  for  teachers  to 
commence  their  schools  before  presenting  themselves  to  the  town's  committee 
Amp  examination.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  committee  have  in  one  or  two 
instances  approbated  individuals,  rather  than  break  up  the  schools,  with  whose 
qualifications  they  were  not  well  satisfied.  No  one  snould  be  sufl^red  to  com- 
mence a  school,  until  he  or  she  presents  to  the  prudential  committee  a  certifi- 
cate firom  the  town  committee,  testifying  to  his  or  her  Qualifications.  It  should 
make  no  difference,  if  the  individual  has  taught  a  school  in  town  the  year  before, 
or  comes  with  the  reputation  of  an  old  teacher.  The  committee  may  approve 
of  a  person  to  teach,  on  the  first  examination,  whom  they  would  not  on  the 
second,  after  seeing  how  that  person  had  once  managed  a  school.  At  first, 
they  can  judge  as  to  the  person's  literary  qualifications  only,  while  it  often 
occurs  that  some  who  have  the  beat  lUerwy  qualifications,  have  the  lead  facuUjf 
to  teach  and  govern  a  school. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  desirableness  of  having  the  term  of  our  win- 
ter schools  made  longer.  To  take  youth  from  the  summer  school,  as  lads  gen- 
erally are,  at  the  age  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and,  from  that  time,  allow 
them  but  six  or  eight  weeks  winter  schooling,  until  they  are  eighteen  years  of 
age,  is  afifording  them  but  a  small  opportunity  for  an  education.  Still,  it  may 
be,  that  many  consider  their  school  taxes  to  be  as  large  as  they  can  afford  to 
pay.  What  then  can  be  done?  Must  our  youth  grow  up  in  ignorance? 
Shall  they  8ufi[er,  in  comparisop,  for  intelligence,  with  the  youtn  of  other  towns, 
who  are  enjoying  superior  advantages  ?  No  one  can  be  willing  for  this.  The 
committee  would  respectfully  suggest,  whether  the  evils  now  existing  might 
not,  in  a  measure,  be  remedied,  by  dividing  the  town  into  a  less  number  of 
districts.  *  *  Could  all  objections  be  waived,  and  the  number  of  dbtricts 
be  thus  reduced,  the  advantages  of  the  rising  generation,  in  our  midst,  would 
be  increased  two  aeventhSj  or  nearly  one  thirdy  without  increasing  our  taxes. 
And  we  cannot  but  think,  that  an  object  so  important  to  be  gained,  would,  if 
properly  considered,  be  found  to  outweigh  all  objections. 

But  whether  the  suggestions  are  deemed  worthy  of  consideration,  or  not,  we 
trust  that  our  fellow  townsmen  will  not  be  deficient  in  interest,  zeal  and  liber- 
ality, to  have  their  sons  and  daughters  adorned  with  that  intelligence,  morality 
and  refinement,  which  shall  render  them  useful,  respected  and  beloved,  in  the 
various  circles  in  which  they  are  destined  to  move  in  coming  time.    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— RzuBEN  S.  Coburk,  J.  W.Parkhurst,  Horatio  Wood. 

WAL  THAM  \^^^  Population,  2;287.    Valuation,  ^733,085  00. 

'         •      *      •       c       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  457— In  Winter,  619. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  313— In  Winter,  346. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  546.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  51.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  102  mtbs.— In  Summer,  50  14— In  Winter,  51  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  io  Summer— M.  1— F.  9.^No.  of  Teachers  io  Winter— M.  3— F.  7. 
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(7)  Arereope  wages  paid  per  month,  inelading  board— To  Alalef,  $SS  17— To  Females,  f  14  11. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Or  Males,  g\l  75— Of  Females,  $6  35. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gtl  42— Of  Females,  $7  76.  , 

(10)  Amoant  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^,217  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^0. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,      — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unineorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2^— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  24.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  96w— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^524. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  uskd. — Spellings — National  and  New  National.  J2«a£fing^-— Pierpont's  several  Parts 
and  Emerson's  do.,  Sullivan's  Polilieal  Class  Book,  New  Testament.  Gra/Ainar~-^mith's  In- 
ductive and  Productive  System  and  Parker's  Exercises,  Longfellow's  French  Grammar. 
Geography  ^Olney's  and  Parley's.  A/*i</tme/ic-P-Colburn's  First  Lessons  and  Emerson's 
ht,  2(1  and  3d  Parts,  Bailey's  and  Colburn's  Alorebra.  Ail  others — Goodrich's  History  of 
the  U.S.,  Parley's  History,  Blake's  Philosophy',  Wilkins'  Astronomy,  Watt4  on  the  Mind, 
Comstoek's  Philosophy  and  apparatus  suited  lo  it.  Walker's  or  Worcester's  Dictionary. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  By  a  vote  of  the  town,  in  April  last, 
8e?eoty  dollars  were  appropriated  to  purchase  additional  apimratus  for  the 
school ;  about  ilfty  dollars  have  been  expended  for  the  object,  so  that  the  seve- 
ral branches  of  Natural  Philosophy,  Chemistry  and  Astronomy,  may  be  tho- 
roughly learned  by  those  who  have  a  taste  for  these  studies. 

*  *  Your  committee  believe  that  this  school,  [the  town  school]  fully  meets 
the  wishes  and  expectations  of  those  who  were  desirous  of  its  establishment — 
tbatso  iar  from  being  an  injury  to  any  of  the  district  schools,  it  is  of  essential 
advantage  to  most  of  them,  and  its  benefits  may^be  enjoyed  by  all. 

In  the  execution  of  their  duty,  your  committee  have  been  gratified  in  per- 
ceiving, that  the  schools  in  the  town,  iu  general,  have  been  faithfully  tauj^ht, 
and  well  conducted,  and  that  they  are  in  a  sound  and  prosperous  condition. 
Yet  there  are  defects  and  evils  which  they  could  wish  to  have  supplied  and 
removed.  The  principal  deficiency  observed  by  your  committee,  in  all  the 
schools,  save  two  or  three,  is  the  almost  total  absence  of  instruction  in  the 
spelling  book ; — hence  the  complaint,  and  of  necessity,  that  there  are  few  good 
readers  in  our  schools.  The  spelling  book  is,  to  be  sure,  in  schools,  but  it  is 
not  studied  and  learned,  and  its  rules  applied  to  practice,  as  they  should  be. 
This  is  a  great  defect  and  ought  to  be  remedied.    •    •    ♦ 

Your  committee  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  zeal  and  public  spirit  of 
the  northeast  school  district,  which  prompted  them  to  supply  their  children 
with  ft  commodious,  comfortable,  and  well  arranged  schoolhouse.  And  your 
coinmittee  hope  that  the  southwest  district  will  have  merited  the  like  commen- 
dation, by  another  year,  by  placing  their  schoolhouse  in  a  better  situation,  and 
rendering  it  more  comfbrtable  and  convenient,  both  for  teacher  and  children. 

Yotir  committee  have  been  gratified  to  perceive  increased  attention  paid  by 
parents  and  others,  to  the  schools,  by  being  present  at  their  examinations,  es- 
pecially at  the  recent  examination  of  the  high  school,  but  there  is  still  great 
Degligeoce,  in  this  respect,  on  the  part  of  those  who  ought  to  be  most  interest- 
ed. And  your  committee  believe,  that  your  schools  will  not  be  such  as  they 
pught,  until  the  people,  in  general,  manifest  a  proper  zeal  and  concern  in  their 
improvement  and  success — so  that  children,  teachers  and  committee  shall 
[eel  that  their  entire  conduct  is  observed  with  an  affectionate  and  fiiiihful  vigi- 
lance.  •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— SA1I01L  Ripley,  Johh  Wbititkt,  Chaurcet  Nkwball, 
i^ATHAR  Smith,  Jr.,  Sylvahus  Cubb. 
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TTA  V7?  J?  vn  WAT  5  (*)  PoHatton,  1,739.    Valuation,  g54B^  00. 

vr^L^JJ^Xt^urriyj     •      .       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  311— In  Winter,  968. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^lo  Summer,  238— In  Winter,  276. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  432.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School^  19. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.— In  Summer,  24— In  Winter,  24. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  3— F.  1. 

{!)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^37  66— To  Females,  ^16  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  11  33— Of  Females,  $B  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month;  ezcJnsive  of  board— Of  Males,  $96  33— Of  Females,  ^8  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  includmg  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51^700. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,       .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kepi,  48  —Average  No.  of  Scholars,  83.— Aggre- 
V  gate  paid  for  tuition,  5U164  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       .—Income  from  same,  5 

Books  usBD.—fi!p«^fi;g^— Emerson's  National  and  Introduction,  Worcester's  Second  Book 

Reader, 
Crramf 

^  «,    ,   .,  *  ,  c.       Ancient  Maps, 

Malte-Brun's  and  Parley's  Geospraphies.  Arimmetic — Emer&on's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Parts.  AU 
others — Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Whelpley's  General  History,  Comstock's  Natural 
Philosophy,  Flint's  Surveying,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Stwy  on  the  Constitution  of  the  XJ.  S., 
Blair's  Rhetoric,  Parker's  Exercises  in  Composition,  Hitchcock's  Book-keeping,  Hale's  History 
of  the  U.  S. 

SEI.ECTIONS  FROM  Refort.  *  *  *  The  committee  have  regularly,  and, 
as  they  trust,  feithfuUy,  attended  to  the  duties  belonging  to  their  office.  They 
have  visited  every  Public  School,  in  the  town,  at  least  once  a  month ;  and,  in 
some  cases,  their  visits  have  been  more  frequent  than  this.  At  these  visits  it 
has  been  their  endeavor  to  note  carefully  the  condition  of  each  school, — to  ob- 
serve what  was  praiseworthy  or  defective  in  the  general  management,  or  in  the 
various  branches  of  instruction,  and  accordingly,  to  suggest  such  advice,  or  to 
give  such  directions,  as  the  case  of  each  might  require.  They  have  the  pleasure 
to  state,  that,  in  general,  they  have  been  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  tiie. 
schools,  and  that,  in  some  instances,  their  visits  have  been  highly  gratiiying,  by 
affording  evidence  of  peculiar  improvement  aqd  good  order.  On  the  whole, 
they  think  that  as  much  progress  has  been  made  by  the  children  in  their 
studies,  and  as  judicious  government  maintained,  as  can  be  expected  in  the 
present  state  of  Public  Schools  in  our  Commonwealth,  generally ;  though  they 
cannot  but  express  a  hope,  that  the  time  may  not  be  aistant  when  a  higher 
standard,  in  all  these  respects,  shall  be  called  for  and  established. 

The  committee  regret  to  state,  that  there  have  been  some  few  instances  of 
disorder  in  the  schools,  which,  however,  they  do  not  think  it  necessary  here  to 
specify.  They  would  also  mention,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  books  used  for 
reading,,  in  some  of  the  classes  in  each  of  the  schools,  are,  by  the  nature  of 
their  contents,  of  too  high  a  character  for  the  children,  and,  consequently,  not 
so  favorable  to  their  improvement,  in  this  important  department,  as  books  of  a 
more  simple  kind  would  be.  They  have  endeavored  to  give  the  instructers 
such  advice,  with  respect  to  the  management  of  the  reading,  as  might,  in  some 
measure,  obviate  this  evil, — believing,  as  they  do,  that  children  can  never  be 
taught  to  read  well,  unless  they  apprehend  the  sense  and  spirit  of  what  they 
are  reading. 

The  committee  feel  constrained  to  remark,  that  the  schoolhouse  of  the  Cen- 
tral District  of  the  town  seems  to  them  to  be  unfavorable,  both  in  its  situation 
and  construction,  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools  kept  in  it    The  location  of  the 
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boilding^  beiag  olose  upon  a  great  road,  is,  as  they  think,  too  public  and  ex- 
posed ;  and  the  two  apartments,  in  which  the  schools  are  kept,  are  very  ill 
adapted  to  the  comfort  and  accommodation  both  of  the  instructors  and  the  pu- 
pils. The  construction  of  schoolhouses  is  a  subject  which  deserves  more  at- 
teotion  than  it  has  received  among  us. 

The  committee  cannot  but  urge  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and 
especially  upon  parents,  the  duty  of  taking  a  more  lively  personal  interest  in 
the  conditiofi  and  character  of  the  several  schools.  If  they  would  occasionally 
visit  the  schools  for  themselves,  and  spend  an  hour  or  two  in  observing  closely 
the  state  and  management  of  them,  the  committee  are  persuaded  the  eiifect 
woald  be  very  salutary;  for,  the  influence  of  such  attention,  on  the  part  of  the 
parents,'  must  necessarily  be  to  stimulate  and  encourage  tbe  children,  and  to 
iacilitate  to  the  instructor  the  performance  of  his  or  her  duties.    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.—CoNVBBS  Francis,  Nicholas  Medburt,  Charlks  Stonk, 
Geo.  BiGXLow,  Ttler  BiGELow.  ' 


WA  Vr  AArn  J  t^)  Population,  931.    Valaatioo,  g240;288  00. 

nniJ^Aiyj^,   .       .     ^.      .       ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools—In  Summer,  222— In  Winter,  277. 

(3)  Aveiage  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  176 — ^In  Winter,  216. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  tbe  town,  262. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  27. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  28, 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  36  mths.  7  days  —In  Summer,  18  14— In  Winter,  17  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6. — ^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5 — ^F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $W  00— To  Females,  ;$[  15  57. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  60— Of  Females,  $6  57. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ;5[19  40 — Of  Females,  $9  00. 
•(JO)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  S 

0^)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,      . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  of 
Scholars,        .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common, 
Schools,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,    . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,       .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $      • 

(H)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5200  00.— Income  from  same,  $12  00. 

Books  used. — Spc^i/^^Parson's  Analytical  and  Cummings'  Spelling  Books,  Parson's  An- 
ajylical  Vocabulary  and  Walker's  Dictionary.  Readin^MuTray^s  Introduction,  Emerson's 
Third  Part,  National  Reader  by  Pierpont  and  AmericanTirst  Class  Book.  GrammaT^— Frost's 
aod  Smith's.  C?eo^ra/>Ay^Malte>Brun's  and  Peter  Parley's.  Arithmetic-^ AdAms*,  Emerson's 
First  Part  and  Colbum's  First  Lessons.  All  p<^r«— Comstock's  Chemistry,  Conversations  on 
Chemistry,  Vose's  Astronomy,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Aborcri?rabie's  Philosophy,  Parker's  Pro- 
gressive Exercises,  Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy,  Whelpley's  Compend,  Goodrich's  Histo- 
ry of  the  U.S.  i'  J^  i    J  i       > 

Selections  from  Report.  »  »  *  There  are,  however,  one  or  two 
schools  in  town,  where  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  in  some  measure,  prevails, 
and  the  schools,  in  these  districts,  by  necessary  consequence,  were  character- 
ized by  a  want  of  control,  and  of  proper  discipline.  What  remedy  is  there  for 
tiib  alarming  evil  ?  '  We  know  of  none,  that  can  be  applied,  except  by  the 
pareDts  themselves,  or  by  the  members  of  the  districts.  Your  conmiittee  think, 
that  there  is  a  false  notion  prevailing,  in  relation  to  discipline  in  schools,  and 
this  is,  probably,  the  foundation  of  this  difficulty.  Your  committee  fully  con- 
cur in  the  doctrine,  that  the  rod  should  never  be  resorted  to,  except  when  all 
other  remedies  have  failed.  We  always  inculcate  this  precept  upon  teachers, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  then:  labors,  that  we  desire,  that  good  order 
^d  government  should  be  maintained  in  their  schools,  if  possible,  without  the 
<^PplicatioQ  of  the  rod,  or  of  any  other  means  of  corporal  chastisement;  but  that 
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order  must,  at  all  eventB,  be  preserved.  This  is  the  primary  requisite  to  impart 
instruction  successfully.  In  some  instances,  it  is  doubtless  true,  tbat  parents 
entertain  strong  doubts  of  the  rights  of  a  teacher  to  resort  to  such  measuies  to 
secure  obedience  to  the  pro|)er  orders  of  the  school ;  but  nothing  can  be  clearer, 
either  from  the  dictates  ot  reason,  or  rules  of  law,  than  that  a  teacher  has  the  some 
authority  over  tlie  child,  while  in  school,  that  the  parent  has  in  his  own  house ; 
and  that  an  instructor  is  no  more  amenable  for  administering  moderate  corpo- 
ral chastisement,  than  a  parent  would  be  for  the  same  correction ;  both  are 
equally  responsible  for  excessive  punishment.  Parents  should  be  very  careful 
how  they  speak  of  the  authority  of  the  master,  in  the  presence  of  their  chil- 
dren. The  child,  that  has  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  authority  of  the  mas- 
ter even  questiohed,  is  prepared  to  resist  that  authority,  whenever  re|>roof,  how- 
ever slight,  is  administered,  and  he  will  rarely  escape  corporal  punishment  in 
the  end.  Or,  if  he  do  escape  corporal  chastisement,  he  will  feel,  that  reproof 
from  one,  whom  he  he  has  been  taught  to  regard  as  without  authority  to  cor- 
rect, is  an  insult  to  his  dignity,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  show,  by  a  course  of 
morose  and  dogged  conduct,  a  contempt  for  the  authority  of  his  instrOcter. 
£very  teacher,  endowed  with  the  ordinary  feelings  of  men,  will  be  very  reluc- 
tant to  resort  to  physical  measures  to  control  his  school,  and  will  have  recourse 
to  these  only,  when  all  other  means  have  failed  to  produce  order.  There  is  no 
need  of  corporal  chastisement  of  children,  who  are  under,  proper  discipline  at 
home,  and  to  whom  proper  admonitions  are  given,  by  the  parents,  to  obey  the 
comm  ands  of  the  teacher.  Despotism  will  never  be  resorted  to,  by  the  mas- 
ter, to  control,  except  through  dread  of  anarchy.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done, 
when  there  are  some  scholars  in  a  school,  who  are  resolved  not  to  submit  to  the 
directions  of  the  instmctei^  ?  There  is  only  one  remedy,  and  that  i^,  to  ascer- 
tain, that  the  roaster  is  substantially  in  the  right,  by  proper  inquiries  at  proper 
sources,  and  then  to  sustain,  at  all  events,  his  authority.  Jf  the  teacher  is  ckarly 
in  the  wrong,  dismiss  him,  and  show  your  children,  that  they  will,  on  all  occa- 
sions be  projected  from  injury  a;id  oppression ;  and  this  will  insure  respect  to 
all  the  commands  of  the  teacher.    *    f    * 

We  gladly  commend  the  strong  mterest  in  the  Common  Schools,  in  this  town, 
as  manifested  by  the  parents  of  the  children  almost  uniformly  attending  the 
closing  examinations  of  their  respective  schools  And  we  rejoice,  that  it  is  not 
an  unirequent  practice,  for  some  of  the  parents  to  visit  the  school,  during  its 
progress,  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the  discipline  mointained  there,  the 
progress  of  the  pupils,  and  of  encouraging  and  cheering  the  instructor  in  his 
arduous  duties.  This  last  mode  of  visiting  is  not  so  frequent  as  it  should  ite ; 
and  we  exhort  you,  as  you  value  your  children's  well  being,  to  make  frequeat 
visits  to  your  schools,  during  their  progress.  We  know,  that  you  feel  a  strong 
interest,  in  the  proper  management,  and  progressive  improvement,  of  your 
schools.  And  this  is  shown,  by  the  amount  of  your  annual  appropriations,  by 
vour  zeal  in  the  employment  of  good  instructors,  and  by  other  manifestations, 
known  to  your  committee.  But,  in  one  thing,  we  think  you  are  bound  to  luokc 
au  improvement,  and  that  is,  in  the  construction  of  your  schoolhouses.  'ibe 
school-rooms  are,  in  evenr  respect,  inconvenient  and  hard,  both  for  the  in- 
structer  and  the  scholar.  If  you  would  comfiare  your  schoolhouses  with  those 
of  modern  construction,  you  would,  we  think,  immediately  resort  to  some 
means  to  remedy  their  detects  and  inconveniencies.  As  a  matter  of  economy 
merely,  there  should  be  a  change  in  the  construction,  and  we  earnestly  entreat 
the  attention  of  parents,  and  of  the  friends  of  education,  to  this  subject  *  *  * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Edward  Mellkn,  Edhund  H.  Sears,  Laviits  Htde. 


WEST  CAMBRID GE, \ <*> ^"'"i!''""'''^-  /.""T'T' **"'^ "^ 

'  c        Number  of  Pubhc  Schools,  3. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  ail  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  296— In  Winter,  367. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  231— In  Winter,  283. 

(4)  No,  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  ag^e  In  the  town,  357.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  aUend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10. 
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i^)  <Aggre2[ale  leofth  of  Ibe  Seboolf,  S4  mthi.—- In  Sammer,  S(V-«Iu  Winter,  14* 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sammer— M.  1— F.  5.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  ^-F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  5^  44— To  Females,  $\5  00. 

(8)  Average  vaiue  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ;(10  00— Of  Females,  5^  00- 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $fl  44— Of  Females,  jfO  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $950  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    • 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .^-Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .p— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      •—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuilion,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  S^;019  00.— Income  from  same,  5901  14, 

• 
KooKS  USED.— i9p«tftng^-Periry's,  Alger's  Perry's,  Walker's  Dictionary.  l{«a</iii^S:^-lntro- 
duction  to  the  National  Keader,  Pierponi's  Young  Reader,  American  First  Class  Book,  Na- 
tional Reader.  Grramifiar— Smith's.  Geography— Olnov's,  Parley's.  ilrt</im^<tc^-C<ilhurn's, 
Emerson's.  Colburn's  Mental  and  Smith's  Practical,  ^aof/icrs— Goodrich's  History  wilh  Em* 
ersoii's  Questions,  Parley's  Algebra,  Hitchcock's  Book«kceping,  Comsiock's  Philosophy,  Blair's 
Chemistry. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  The  solicitude,  which  has  mani- 
fested itself  arooDg  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  during  the  Inst  few  years,  to 
elevate  the  standard  of  education,  has  effected  a  change,  which  must  be  appa- 
rent to  all,  who  visit  the  schools.    ♦    •    • 

The  new  arrangement  of  separating  the  large  isCcfaolars  from  the  small,  in  dif> 
ferent  apartments,  and  under  teachers  with  different  literary  acquirements,  has, 
in  the  opinion  of  tlie  committee,  tended  to  elevate  the  standard  of  educa- 
tion.   •    •    • 

•  •  •  With  the  advantages  at  present  enjoyed,  by  the  youth  of  the 
town,  much  may  reasonably  be  expected,  and  we  have  strong  assurances,  that 
these  advantages  have  not,  and  will  not,  be  lost  upon  thein.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— James  Russell,  Abher  Pierce,  Jouh  Fowls,  Timotht 

C.  TlMOLST. 


WESTPORD  \  ^^^  P^^P"^**'**"*  ^»^*-    Valuation,  5346,144  00. 

'     *       *       *       '       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  370 — In  Winter,  441. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  233— In  Winter,  318. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  442. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  43. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  73. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.— In  Summer,  26  21— In  Winter,  21  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  9. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  8 — F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^26  71 — ^To  Females,  $\Q  10. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 96— Of  Females,  j4  80. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  %\^  75— Of  Females,  $b  30. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  %Wd, 
01)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11. — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  30. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5^0. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  17. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  83. — Aggra. 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^120  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fundi,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 
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Books  usED.^^flfpeiXr^g'T'Perry's  and  Le«imrd^8.  ReadSng-^^'ierpcnf^B  Fktt  C^em  B€Hik, 
Natiooal  Reader,  IntrodBction  to  do.  end  Younf  Reader,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader.  Grcam- 
mar— Smith's  and  LagersoU's.  Geography^Hale'a,  Olney's,  Parley's,  Smith's,  Adams'. 
Ariihmetic-^Emersoa%  Colbur n's ,  Smith's ,  Adams'.  AH  otter*— Qooarieh's^  History,  Parley's 
History,  Blake's  Pfailosopby,  Wilkins'  Astronomy. 

Sklbctiohs  from  Report.  *  *  *  All  the  teachers,  for  the  summer 
schools,  received  recommendations  from  the  committee,  except  one,  who  com-- 
menced  the  duties  of  teacher,  without  applying  to  the  committee  for  a  recom- 
mendation, and  refused  repeated  requests  afterwards.    *    *    * 

School  Na  6,  the  teacher  of  which  was  not  examined,  was  Yisited,  at  three 
different  times,  during  the  term ;  and  the  committee  regret  tosay,  that  it  alnonist 
wholly  failed,  for  want  of  some  necessary  quaiifications  in  the  teacher.  •  •  * 

SCHOOL  COMi^lTTEE^— Henrt  A.  Prescott,  Ephraim  Abbott. 


"WTP  ^'Vn  JKT  J  <*)  PopulalioB,  1,0&1.    ValuaUon,  $969,119  00. 

rVHi  O  I,  Ul\ ,        ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

<2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  222— In  Winter,  325. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  169 — In  Winter,  262. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  287. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29 < — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.  14  days— In  Summer,  26  7— In  Winter,  22  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter-^M.  6 — ^F.    . 

{!)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  gZl  33— To  Females,  j^ll  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  83— Of  Females,  $5  42. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board^^f  Males,  ^21  50— Of  Females,  $5  58. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .>— Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — SpcWwiff— Alger's  Perry's.  Readu^ — First  Class  Book,  Murray's  Introduc- 
tion, Popular  Lessons.  Grammar — Murray's  and  Smith's.  Geographic — Olney's  and  Parley's. 
Arithmetic — Emerson's  Isl,  2d  and  3d  Parts.  AU  others — Walker's  iJictionary,  Blake's  Natu- 
ral Philosophy,  Wilkins'  Astronomy,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Comstock's  Chemisuy. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  The  general  character  of  the  schools, 
so  far  as  they  have  heen  examined,  is  in  advance  of  that  of  the  last  year.  Still, 
however,  jnuch  remains  to  be  done,  in  order  that  the  schools  in  this  place,  and, 
our  Common  Schools  generally,  shall  become,  what  they  are  capable  of  becom- 
ing, and  what  they  ought  to  become,  in  view  of  the  demands  of  the  present 
state  of  society,  and  of  the  progressive  character  and  high  capabilities,  of  the 
human  mind.  One  of  the  most  important,  and,  at  the' same  time,  most  difiS- 
cult  duties  of  the  school  committee,  is,  that  of  selecting  instructers.  It  is  rare 
to  find,  in  the  same  person,  all  those  qualifications,  which  must  combine  to 
constitute  a  perfect  teacher.  We  are  sometimes  compelled,  by  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  to  approve  candidates,  whose  qualifications  come,  indeed,  within 
the  letter,  and,  perhaps,  the  spirit  of  the  law,  but  which  do  not  reach  the  stand- 
ard, we  individually  have  formed.  We  need  teachers,*  who  are  not  only 
acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  books,  used  in  our  Common  Schools,  but 
who  are,  also,  thoroughly  versed  in  the  particular  sciences,  of  which  these 
books  treat, — teachers,  who  can  not  only  listen  to  verbal  recitations,  but  who 
can  simplify  what  is  complicate,  and  explain  what  is  difficult,  and  render 
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Studies,  ^hich^  in  their  abstract  principles,  are  dull  and  obaeure,  interestinf^ 
and  Jucid,  by  new,  and  original,  and  familiar  illustraUonSy  and  Uius  breathe 
into  their  scholars,  a  spirit  of  emulation  that  is  the  result,  not  of  reward,  but 
of  the  desire  of  knowledge  and  of  the  love  of  study* 

As  our  scfaools  are  now  organized,  however,  it  is  impossible  to  excite  an. 
emulation  of  this  character,  and  by  these  means,  to  any  great  extent  The 
studies,  in  our  winter  schools,  are  so  numerous  and  varied,  reaching  &om  the 
alphabet  to  the  highest  branches  of  knowledge,  and  the  children  are,  many  of 
them,  so  young,  that  the  best  teachers  can  hardly  do  justice  to  themselves,  or 
to  the  scholars.  We  would  suggest  the  inquiry,  whether  this  defect  may  not, 
in  some  degree,  be  remedied,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  younger,  as  well  as  the  older  scholars,  if  the  former  were  kept  more  explu- 
sively  under  the  care  of  female  teachers.  Without  dwelling  on  this  point, 
however,  we  would  urge,  upon  all,  the  importance  of  cherishing  a  deeper  inter- 
eat  in  our  Common  Scnools.    ^    *    * 

*  *  •*  During  the  last  season,  the  schoolhouse,  in  the  south  east  district, 
has  been  thoroughly  and  judiciously  repaired.  We  could  wish,  that  the  school- 
house,  in  the  west  centre  district,  might  undergo  a  similar  repair.  Some  re- 
pairs, at  all  events,  must  soon  be  made. 

We  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  town,  in  respect  to 
injuries  done  to  the  school  buildings,  by  the  scholars,  has  proved  eminently 
successfuL  The  selectmen's  report  on  this  subject  has  been  read  to  the  scholars^ 
and  the  result  has  been  happy.  The  ^irit  of  destructiveness,  so  long  pre- 
valent, arising,  perhaps,  in  ail  cases,  from  thoughtlessness,  rather  than  from 
a  mischievous  disposition,  has  been  laid  at  rest,  and  no  cause  of  complaint,  at 
present,  exists.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— JosBPH  Field,  Bevj.  Jamxs. 


WILMINGTON,    .    .    {''^Sltfor'SncSSD*'''''^"'- 

(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schoola^In  Summer,  270~In  Winter,  270. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Sehools— In  Summer,  168 — In  Winter,  195. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  270.--No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Sehools,  29  raths.  2  days.— In  Summer,  16  15— lo  Winter,  12  15. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6,— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  Jg;25  00— To  Females,  ^8  33. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^10  OO-Of  Females,  ^4  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $15  00— Of  Females,  S^  33. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  end  fuel,  $400  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No,  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  number  df 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        . — Income  froin  same,  $        .  « 

Books  used.— £fp«//tttg— New  National  and  Introduction.  Reading — American  First  Class 
fi'iok,  Young  Reader,  Murray's  do.  and  Introduction.  Grammar — Smith's.  Arithmetic'^ 
Emerson's.  Oeograpktf — Hall's  and  OIney's.  All  others — Whelpley's  Compend  and  other 
hooks  in  Geography,  History,  Astronomy  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

* 

Selectioits  from  Report.  *  *  *  Your  committee  regard  the  provision 
of  the  law,  requiring  school  committees  to  make  on  annual  report  to  the  towns 
of  their  doings,  and  of  the  state  of  the  schools,  as  wise  and  salutary.  The  fact 
that  an  annual  report  is  required  of  the  school  committees,  is  suited  to  quicken 
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them  to  diligence  and  faithfulness,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  To  report 
correctly,  they  must  be  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers,  with 
the  state  of  the  schools,  with  the  improvement  made,  and  with  existing  em- 
barrassments, deficiencies  and  evils.  But  this  knowledge  can  be  acquired 
only  by  frequently  visiting  the  schools,  and  by  careful  observation  and  inquiry, 
while  there. 

Again,  such  a  report,  carefully  prepared  and  spread  out  before  the  town,  is 
suited  to  awaken  a  dee|>er  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  to  excite  a  proper 
emulation  between  the  difierent  school  districts  in  a  town,  and  to  lead  parents 
to  see  the  importance  of  having  then*  children  improve  the  privileges  afTorded 
them,  to  the  best  advantage. 

*  *  Property  left  to  children  may  be  soon  squandered  away.  But  a  well 
cultivated  and  well  furnished  mind  cannot  be  alienated,  whatever  outward 
changes  befall  the  individual,  and  however  society  may  suffer  from  rapine  and 
revolution.  Give  a  child  a  good  education,  and  let  him  be  fortified  by  moral 
principle,  and  be  under  the  influence  of  the  fear  of  God,  and  he  will  have  the 
f lower  of  acquiring  a  comfortable  livelihood,  wherever  he  is ;  he  will  secure 
the  esteem  of  those  among  whom  he  lives,  and  when  he  dies,  the  world  will  be 
the  better  for  his  having  lived  in  it. 

Knowledge  is  power,  all  the  world  over.  But  it  is  eminently  so  in  this  coun- 
try, where  every  employment,  profession,  art,  and  ofijce,'are  iopen  to  the  at- 
tainment of  every  free  born  child.  On  this  account,  it  is'  hardly  possible  for 
too  much  importance  to  be  attached  to  the  elevation  and  improvement  of  the 
great  means  of  education  among  us,  the  Common  Schools.    *    *    * 

It  is  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  in  the  construction  of  schoolhouses,  in  former 
times,  so  little  regard  should  have  been  had  to  the  health,  the  comfort,  the  ease 
an  J  improvement,  of  those  who  were  to  lie  assembled  there  for  study,  from 
week  to  week,  and  year  to  year.  But  that  schoolhouses,  confossedly  ill  con- 
structed and  unfit  for  the  purpose,  should  he  suffered  to  remain,  and  to  remain 
unaltered,  and  unimproved,  is  perhaps  still  more  strange,  especially  when  it  is 
known  and  conceded,  that  money  expended  upon  scholars,  under  such  circunn- 
Btances,  is  expended  under  great  disadvantages,  and  often  to  very  little  purpose. 

Your  committee  would  here  express  it  as  their  opinion,  that  all  the  old ' 
schoolhouses  in  town  ought  to  be  fitted  up  anew,  or  what  would  be  better 
still,  that  new  ones  ought  to  take  their  places.  And  they  believe,  that  so  fiir 
from  its  being  any  pecuniary  disadvantage  to  the  several  districts  to  do  so,  it 
would  be  for  their  temporal  interest,  and  add  much  to  the  beauty  and  respecta- 
bility of  the  town.    *    *    » 

In  copclusion,  your  committee  would  recommend  to  the  citizens  of  this  town, 
to  cheri^ih  the  institution  of  Common  Schools,  and  the  interests  of  good  learn- 
ing among  us,  as  of  prime  imfiortance.  They  would  recommend,  that  teachers 
be  selected  with  care, — ^that  the  Schoolhouses  be  made  as  comfortable  and  con- 
venient as  possible, — that  parents  uphold  teachers  in  the  maintenance  of  good 
government,  without  which,  schools  can  profit  little, — and  finally,  that  they 
manifest  their  deep  interest  in  this  cause,  by  sending  their  children  regularly 
and  constantly  to  school,  and  encourage  them  in  their  studies  while  there,  by 
frequently  calling  in,  and  especially,  by  being  present  at  the  examina<* 
tlons.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Frahcis  Norwood,  Levi  Gould,  Walter  Blanchard. 


Txrr\  THJ-RTSJ  5(1)  Population,  2,643.    Valuation,  5455,030  00. 

WVKjrkiJJXiy,      .       .      .       .       I       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9,  • 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  531— In  Winter,  586. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  307— In  Winter,  372. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  745.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  j'ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  50. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  83  mths.— In  Summer,  54— In  Winter,  29. 

<6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.   — F.  9.— N o.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.    . 
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(7)  AYtnge  ymges  paid  per  month,  iodudins  board— To  Males,  gJt  00— To  Females,  5^^  ^ 

(8)  Avera^  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^10  SS^Of  Female«,  5^  ^- 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclasive  of  board — Of  Males,  5^1  78— Of  Females,  $9  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fiiel,  52,000  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  I. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.-^Avorage  number  of 

Scholars,  44.*— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $CO0» 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  90.*— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  g 

Books  vs^d, -^Spelling — Cummings',  Emerson's  National.  i2^a</iii<f— Porter's  Rhetorical 
Reader,  American  First  Class  Book,  English  Reader,  Young  do.  OiMmmar-^mith's.  Oe- 
Ographu~-O\ney%  Worcester's,  Malte-lirun's,  Peter  Parley's.  ^nf/tiiMfk— Smith's,  Emer- 
son's, Adams',  Colbnrn's.  All  olAert— Easy  Lessons,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Goodrich's  History 
of  the  U.  S.,  Walker's  Uiciiouary. 

SELECTroNS  FROM  REPORT.  *  *  *  All  the  district  schools  have  been 
Tisited  monihty^  by  some  one  or  more  of  the  committee. 

A<nnseably  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  April  13th,  1838,  requiring 
^registers  to  be  faithfully  kept,**  in  all  the  town  ana  district  schools  in  the 
Coininoa wealth,  your  oomtnittee,  having  received  a  sufficient  number  of  re^is- 
tera  from  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  nave  taken  particular  pains  in  causing 
them  to  he  correctly  kept  by  the  teachers  of  our  schools.  Prom  statistical  facts 
contained  in  the  registers,  and  from  persmvU  visUalions  of  each  merntier  of  the 
committee,  we  can  speak  of  the  actual  condition  of  oui^  district  schools  with 
CDtifie  confidence,  and,  <m  the  whole,  with  gnat  satisfimon.  In  each  of  otir 
monthly  visits,  we  hnve  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  school ;  examined  the 
progress  of  the  scholars  and  the  discipline  of  the  instructors ;  enjoined  Ufion 
tho  former,  indusUy,  obedience,  an4l  attention  to  their  morals  and  mamwrs  ;  and 
upon  the  latter,  pwydualUy^  fiddiiy  and  Jirmness.    •    •    • 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  that  our  district 
Khools  are  taking  a  position  \ery  considerably  in  advance  of  what  they  have 
behl  ID  former  years. 

SCUOOL  COMM1TTE£.'-Jo8.  Brvvxtt,  Noah  Hoorxa,  J.  C.  Waldo. 
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(S>  I«^.  of  S€hol«fS  of  aU  ages  io  dl  tfa»  Scbools-^In  Snininer,  426— In  Winter,  fiSK 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  306 — la  Winter,  409. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  zgt  in  the  towa,  417.-- No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  55.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  2d. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  45  mtbs.  7  days.-*In  Summer/S5— In  Winter,  20  7. 
(jS)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  9— F.  3. 
(7}  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $tS  96^-To  Females,  $12  06. 
(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month-^f  Males,  $6  95— Of  Females,  $5  73. 

0)  Average  wag^  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $11  OOi-Of  Females,.  $6  33. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taaea  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inohiding  Oiily  thft  wag^s  of 

Teaehers,  board  and  feel,  $[K)Oi 

(11)  AiAoiint  0^  board  and  fuetyif  any,  contributed  for  PubKe  Schools,  $        w 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  montlis  kept,     .•&— A'Vei'ag^  HAttilMr  of 

Scholars,         . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $  i 

(13).  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  160. — Aggre- 

gale  paid  for  tuition,  $105, 
((MOi  AaaouBt.of  Local  Funds,  $  .p-'Inoeme  fron  same/  $^ 

Books  U8KDd—Spc//i;^— Lee's  and  Marshall's.  Redding — Testament,  Intrlfi^nt  and  Rhe- 
torical Reader),  Popular  Lessons,  American  Class  Book.  Grammar—'Fbnd's  Murray's  and 
Smith's^  6reo^ap/iy— OIney's,  Smith's,  Malte-Bruu's.  Jhritkntetic — Colburu's  First  Lessons, 
AdamV and  9mi^».    All  oi/icrf-^Hisfory,  Astronomy,  Pfaifosophy,  t'hemisii<y.* 

Remarks. — *^  The  aggregate  number  of  scholars  is  probabiy  t09  large,  from 
bein|^  couuted  in  different  schools." 
Private  Schools  in  ^  several  distritts  ;'*^iiiHnber  not  given  in  the  returiL 

Selections  from  Report.  •  *  •  Experience  and  observation  induce 
the  committee  to  believe,  that  females  may  be  employed  to  a  ereater  extent 
than  has  yet  been  done.  If  districts  will  adopt  this  course,  schools  may  be 
lengthened  one  quarter  or  a  third ;  but  districts  must  do  this  by  mutual,  and 
nearly  unanimous  consent.  The  reasons  that  have  formally  been  urged  again6C 
employing  females  to  teach  our  winter  schools,  have  of  late  been  tested  in  sev- 
eral of  our  schools,  and  the  result  has  been  to  show,  that  the  reasons  urged 
against  the  practice  were  not  well  groimded.    *    •    • 

Your  committee  would  close  by  earnestiv  recommending  to  the  several  dis- 
tricts, the  necessity  of  purchasing  a  small  apparaluSj  by  which  we  mean,  a 
globe,  maps  and  charts,  mathematical  blocks,  &c.  The  cost  is  but  trifling, 
compared  with  the  benefit  derived  from  the  use  of  them.  It  has  been  pur- 
chased, the  past  year,  in  district  No.  10,  and  used  with  decidedly  beneficial  re- 
sults.   •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— JoHV  C.  Glazier,  Jerome  W.  Foster,  Ebenezer  Frost. 


A  THOT  \  ^^^  P°P*'1°^'°°'  \,G(3&.    Valuation,  5270,368  00. 

' <       Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  364— In  Winter,  532. 
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(3)  Arerj^  flAendAoce  in  the  Sehoola— In  Summer,  S68^Ia  Winter,  SS7, 

(4)  Mo.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town*  44d.— No.  of  persons  vnder  4 

yeu*  ofagie  awfao  aUitnd  Sehool,  32.— >No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  80. 
(6)  Aggiegate  length  of  the  Schools,  66  mtbs.  14  days.^In  Summer,  30  21— In  Winter,  36  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teediers  in  Sammer—M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Win^c^-M.  7.-F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $iS  65 — ^To  Females,  Jf  11  34. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^6  44— Of  Females,  $5  33. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $17  21 — Of  Females,  f6  02. 

(10)  AmoDot  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teaclv^rs,  board  and  fuel,  51,200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^23  18. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  uuincorporaled  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kepi  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  40. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  j[120. 
(H)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vszb. -^Spelling — North  American  and  Lee's.  Rtadins — Rhetorical,  Popular  and 
Improved  Readers,  First  Class  Book,  Second  and  General  Ulass  Book,  Easy  Lessons, 
(rrammar— Pond's  Murray's  and  Smith's.  Xrt'/^m«/tc— Smith'.*:,  Adams',  Emerson's,  Col- 
buro's.  All  oeA«rff— Bailey's  Algebra,  Goodrich's  and  Parley's  History,  Comstock's  Phtloso- 
pby  and  Chemistry. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  It  is  believed  that  the  schools  in 
town,  geoerally,  were  never  in  a  more  pros|)erous  condition,  than  during  the 
past  year.  In  comparing  our  schools,  at  the  present  time,  with  what  they  were 
many,  or  even  a  few  years  ago,  we  perceive  that  the  contrast  is  very  great  *  * 
In  mentioning  these  improvements,  we  would  not  be  understood  as  intimating, 
tlut  the  means  of  instruction  are  already  perfect,  so  that  nothing  more  is  ne- 
cessary to  lie  done.  On  the  contrary,  we  believe  that  very  great  improvements 
are  still  practicable  and  necessary,  in  relation  to  all  the  particulars  which  have 
been  referred  to  and  many  others ;  that  the  system  of  instruction  in  our  pri- 
nuu-y  schools,  generally,  is  still  very  defective,  and  that  much  needs  Lie  done  to 
render  them  what  they  may,  and  ought  to  be.  But,  by  viewing  the  improve- 
meats  which  have  already  been  mode,  we  have  encouragement  to  go  on  ^in  the 
good  work,  to  exert  ourselves  to  remove  existing  evils,  and  to  make  still  great- 
er progress.  *  ^  If  a  greater  interest  were  felt  generally,  many  existing 
efils  would  be  remedied.  The  improvements  which  are  made  are  usually  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  interest  felt  in  the  subject.  It  deiiends  very  much 
upon  the  people  in  a  school  district,  whetlier  their  school  is  a  profitable  or  an 
unprofitable  one.    *    •    * 

We  have  said,  that  the  schools  generally  in  town  have  been  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  during  the  past  year,  hut  to  this  there  have  been  a  few  exceptions ; 
one  in  particular,  which  the  committee  think  necessary  to  mention.    *    •    * 

It  is  required  by  law,  that,  **in  every  school  in  this  Commonwealth  contain- 
m?  fifty  scholars  as  the  average  number,  the  school  district,  or  town,  to  which 
such  school  belongs,  shall  be  required  to  employ  a  female  assistant  or  assist- 
ants, unless  such  school  district  or  town  shall,  at  a  meeting  regularly  called  for 
the  purpose,  vote  to  disfiense  with  the  same."  This  regulation  it  is  particularly 
desirable  should  be  carried  into  effect,  in  tiie  scI>ooU  in  districts  No.  1  and  No, 
^  as  they  both  contain  more  than  fiAy  scholars,  as  the  average  number ;  and  if 
a  female  assistant  be  employed*  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  that  the 
school  may  be  profitable,  that  it  be  divided;  that  the  smaller  scholars  be  taken 
away  from  the  larger  ones,  and  placed  in  a  convenient  and  comfortable  room, 
hy  themselves,  under  the  care  of  the  female. nsssistant  Neither  of  the  school- 
houses,  at  present,  contains  more  than  one  school-room,  and  that  room  is  much 
^w  snwH  to  accommodate,  comfortably,  all  the  scholars  belonging  to  the  ilis- 
triot;  and  even  if  the  school-roornswej-esufilicientiy  large  and  well  constructed, 
^e  deern  it  indispensable  to  the  well  being  of  both  the  scliools  referred  to,  that 
they  be  divided,— that  the  smaller  scliplars  be  separated  from  tiie  larger  ones. 
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Consider,  fbr  &  moment,  tlie  condition  of  one  of  these  schools,  where  all  the 
scholars  attend  school  to[;ether  in  the  same  room.  There  are  from  fifty  to 
eighty  sclioiars  on  an  aFerago,  and  tha  houses  are  too  small,  iiarticularly  the 
one  ill  district  No.  7,  to  accomniudate  them  comfortahly.  i^eats  that  were  nmcle 
for  oidy  two  scholars,  liave  i'rcquently  to  accommodate  three  or  ibur ;  anil  even 
if  there  was  no  deficiency  in  the  size  or  construction  of  the  rooms,  how  is  one 
teacher  to  do  any  tiling  like  justice  to  so  many,  of  such  different  ages  and  ca- 
pacities? There  are  m  each  scliool,  prolwhly,  from  forty-five  to  »ixty  large 
scholars,  considerably  advanced  in  the  studies  attended  to;  and  they  require, 
and,  in  order  to  make  good  proficiency,  they  must  have,  the  teacher*s  whole 
attention.  But  this  they  cimnot  have,  if  the  smaller  ones  are  at  all  atteiiiled  to. 
There  are  from  twenty  to  thirty  small  scholars,  most  of  them  too  young  to  study, 
or  to  make  any  proficiency,  unassisted  by  the  teacher;  and  they,  of  course,  in 
order  to  make  ^ood  |)roficiency,  require  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  the 
teacliePs  attention.  Now,  one  or  the  other  of  these  classes  of  scholars  must  lie 
neglected.  The  larger  ones  must  not  be  neglected,  fbr  the  winter  school  ia 
more  especially  for  their  lienefiL  If  any  are  neglected,  it  must  be  the  s  nailer 
ones,  and  those  are,  and  must  be,  very  ntuch  neglected,  h  is  necessarily  so, 
however  well  qualified  the  teacher  may  be  for  the  nusiness  of  instruction, — fbr 
his  attention  must  chiefly  be  given  to  the  larger  scholars.  And  what,  think 
you,  will  those  little  ones  lie  dbing,  during  the  long  and  tedious  hours  that  they 
are  required  to  att->nd  school  ?  Jt  is  unnatural  to  su|»|iose  that  they  will  he 
still,  or  diat  they  can  be  kept  decently  still  and  orderly,  without  very  great 
trouble.  They  are  too  youns  to  study  much, — the  teacher  cannot  attend  to 
tliem ;  of  course,  they  learn  liut  little.  They  are  placed,  iisutdly,  on  hard,  im- 
comfbrfable  seats, — necessarilv  so  near  together  that  it  is  very  convenient  for 
them  to  whisper, — frequently  before  an  uncomfortably  hot  stove,— coiripei led 
to  breathe  an  unhealthy  atmosphere,  and  they  cannot  be  still ;  it  %vould  be  un- 
reasonable to  exfiect  them  to  lie  so,  uuder  such  circumstances.  They  make  a 
great  deal  of  noise  and  disturlwnce  in  school,  which  they  derive  very  little  ben- 
efit to  themselves  from  attending; — when, could  they  be  |ilaced  in  a  convenient 
room  by  themselves,  under  the  care  of  a  suitahle  female  teacher,  who  would 
give  her  whole  attention  to  them  and  engage  their  attention,  it  would  be  pleas- 
ant to  them,  as  well  as  profitable,  to  attend  school. 

We  ought  to  have  said  before,  that  the  school,  in  district  Na  1,  has  been 
divided,  and  that  a  female  assistant  has  lieen  employed,  during  the  winter,  for 
several  years  |iast ;  and  that  this  ammgement  has  given  general,  we  believe 
universal,  satisfiiction,  and  has  been  productive  of  greater  advantages  even  than 
was  antici|mted.    •    •    • 

Another  improvement  in  the  means  of  instniction,  which  the  committee 
would  suggest,  tor  the  consideration  of  each  of  the  several  school  districts  in 
town,  is  the  procuring  of  some  cheap  school  apparatus.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Stsphxh  A.  BAasABO,  J.  W.  Humphries. 


A  UB  URN  \^^^  Population,  1,183.    Valuation,  {[162,592  00. 

'        •       •       •      •       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  afes  in  all  the  Scbool»^In  Sammer,  I95^1n  Wioler,  188. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  144— In  Winter,  133. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  jears  of  age  in  the  tovm,  181.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24.— No.  over  IG  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  16. 
(A)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mihs.  21  days.— In  Summer,  20  14.— In  Winter,  117. 
(C)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintci^M.  1— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  |f24  00— To  Females,  5I 1  83. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5?  OO^-Of  Females,  $b  33. 

(U)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  uf  board— Of  Males,  $\1 00— Of  Females,  5G  Sfk 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^^* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eoatribaled  for  Public  Schools,  JfSO. 
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(12)  No.  of  ineorporated  Acadcmiet,   ^-Aggregate  of  nootlis  kept,     .-^Average  nomber  of 

Scbolan,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  luiiion,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  1^. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  21.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $\6  SO. 

(14)  Amouut  of  Local  Funds,  $         >— Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  tJs%B^Spelling^ — ^Webster's.  Jfraf/virg'— Improved  Render,  Worcester's  four  Read* 
ingf  IkMtks,  Rhetorical  Reader.  Crrammar— Pond *8.  Geography — Parlf^'s,  « Jliicy*s,  Smith's. 
Antimetk — Smith's  end  Adams'.  AU  o</ier«— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Waiu  on  the 
Uiud,  Pulitical  Class  liook. 

Selection  trox  Report.  *  *  *  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
more  care  should  be  taken,  in  selecting  inatructers,  who  have  iiad  exfjerience 
io  teaching,  anil  whose  qualifications  are  adequate  to  the  tusk.  It  is  a  mistaken 
notion,  that  much  is  saved  in  havmg  cheap  teachers.  You  may,  bv  chance, 
liave  a  young,  or  inexperienced  teacher,  who  will  keep  a  good  school; 
iNJt  it  is  much  the  safest,  and,  frequently,  the  most  profitable,  to  hire  an  ap« 
proved  teacher,  although  you  may  have  to  give  him  twenty  five  dollars  fier 
moiith ;  lor  a  good  school  of  two  months  is  letter  than  an  ordinary  school  of 
three  months.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— M.  G.  Pratt,  Embrt  Drcrt,  Elbrigk  O.  Warrkv. 


BARf?P  5  ^^)  Population,  2,713.    Valuation,  $621,490  00. 

AltltJ^, ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  13. 

(!)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  499— In  Winter,  712. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  367 — In  Winter,  486. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  619.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

jreara  of  age  who  attend  School,  60.— ^No.  over  16  3-ea^s  of  age  who  attend  School,  119. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  69  mths.  7  days.— lu  Summer,  34  14— In  Winter,  34  21. 
(G)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  15.- No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  12— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wag:es  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $^  80 — ^I'o  Females,  ^H  78. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 60— Of  Females,  $6  04. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^20  20— Of  Females,  $5  74. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  mcluding  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,300. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Publie  Schools,  52OO. 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 
Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition.  S 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  12.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  20.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  39.— A|^gre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5327  05. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        <— Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— £(pe//iiijg:— Emerson's  National,  Cummings'  do.  2Zeac?ifi;gv-.pierpont's  Firxt, 
Class  Book,  National  Header  and  Introduction,  Youns^  Reader  and  Kheiorical  Reader,  Child's 
(luide.  Grammar — Pond's  Murray's,  Smith's.  Arithn^tic — Adams',  Colburn's  Mental, 
Smiib'sj  North  American,  1st  Part. '  AU  others — Day's  Algebra,  Bailee's  do.,  Goodrich's  His- 
tory of  the  U.  S.,  Blake's  Astronomy,  Walker's  and  Webster's  Dictionary. 

f 

SELECTio?rfl  FROM  Report.  *  •  *  The  practice  of  calling  up  scholars 
rnK|iientl^,  to  say  their  letters,  and  to  read  and  spell,  and  of  having  several 
recesses  in  the  course  of  a  day,  your  committee  think  a  good  one  lor  very 
sninll  scholars,  and  recommend  it  in  till  schools,  where  there  are  a  consideralde 
numlier  of  that  class.  In  them,  jfiroficieiicy  is  not  a  nmiter  of  study,  but  of 
jreqiient  repetition  of  their  exercises;  besides,  it  keeps  them  in  motion,  which 
'^  what  tlieir  health  requires.  On  tbe  contrary,  proficiency  in  tlie  larger  scbol- 
^  is  a  matter  of  study,  and  they  want  the  school  still  for  that  purpose. 
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Consider,  fbr  a  momefit,  the  condition  of  one  of  these  schools,  where  all  the 
scholars  attend  school  togetlier  in  the  same  room.  There  are  i'rom  fifty  to 
eij^hty  scholars  on  an  average,  and  tha  houses  are  too  small,  )mrticulariy  tlie 
one  ill  district  No.  7,  to  acconiniudate  them  comlorutbly.  feseats  tiiat  were  mode 
for  only  two  scholars,  have  frequently  to  acconiniodate  three  or  lour ;  and  even 
If  there  was  no  deficiencv  in  the  size  or  construction  of  the  rooms,  how  Is  one 
teacher  to  do  any  thing  like  justice  to  so  many,  of  such  different  ages  and  ca- 
pacities? There  are  in  each  school,  prolwbly,  from  forty-iive  to  ^ixty  lur^e 
scholars,  considerably  advanced  in  the  studies  attended  to;  and  they  require, 
and,  in  order  to  make  gooil  proficiency,  they  must  have,  the  teacher's  whole 
attention.  But  this  they  cannot  have,  if  the  smaller  ones  are  at  all  attended  to. 
There  are  from  twenty  to  thirty  small  scholars,  most  of  them  too  young  to  stutly, 
or  to  make  any  proficiiincy,  unassisted  by  the  teacher;  and  they,  of  course,  in 
order  to  make  ^fN>d  |>roficiency,  require  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  the 
teaclier's  attention.  Now,  one  or  the  other  of  these  classes  of  scholars  muHt  he 
neglected.  The  larger  ones  must  not  be  ncj^lected,  for  the  winter  school  is 
more  es^iecially  for  their  lienefit.  If  any  are  neglected,  it  must  be  the  siialler 
ones,  and  those  are,  and  must  be,  very  much  neglected,  h  is  necessarily  so, 
however  well  qualified  the  teacher  may  be  for  the  nusiness  of  instruction, — for 
bis  attention  must  chiefly  be  given  to  the  larger  scholars.  And  what,  think 
you,  will  those  little  ones  lie  dbing,  during  the  long  and  tedious  hours  that  they 
are  required  to  atf^nd  school  ?  Jt  is  unnatural  to  suppose  that  they  will  he 
still,  or  tliat  they  can  be  kept  decently  still  and  orderly,  without  very  great 
trouble.  'J'liey  are  too  young  to  study  much, — the  teacher  cannot  attend  to 
tliem ;  of  course,  they  learn  nut  little.  They  are  placed,  nsutilly,  on  hard,  un- 
comfortable seats, — necessarily  so  near  together  that  it  is  very  convenient  for 
them  to  whisper, — frequently  before  an  uncomfortably  hot  stove, — compelled 
to  breathe  an  unhealthy  atmosphere,  and  they  cannot  tie  still ;  it  would  be  nn- 
reiisonable  to  ex|3ect  them  to  lie  so,  under  such  circumstances.  They  make  a 
great  deal  of  noise  and  disturbance  in  school,  which  they  derive  very  httle  ben- 
efit to  themselves  from  attending; — ^when,  could  they  be  ]ilaced  in  a  convenient 
room  by  themselves,  under  the  care  of  a  suitable  female  teacher,  who  would 
give  her  whole  attention  to  them  and  engage  their  attention,  it  would  be  pleas- 
ant to  them,  as  well  as  profitable,  to  attend  school. 

We  ought  to  have  said  before,  that  the  school,  in  district  Na  ),  has  been 
divided,  and  that  a  female  assistant  has  lieen  employed,  during  the  winter,  for 
several  years  past ;  and  that  this  arrangement  has  given  general,  we  believe 
universal,  satisfaction,  and  has  been  productive  of  greater  advantages  even  than 
was  antici|mted.    •    •    • 

Another  improvement  in  the  means  of  instniction,  which  the  committee 
would  suggest,  fbr  the  consideration  of  each  of  the  several  school  districts  in 
town,  is  the  procuring  of  some  cheap  school  apparatus.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Stephes  A.  Baesard,  J.  W.  Humpbeies. 


A  UB  URN  i  ^ ^ )  Popalalioo,  1 ,1 83.    Valuation,  $ l^tjS&l  00. 

'        *       *      *      •       \       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  afes  in  all  the  Schools^Io  Summer^  l95^Io  Winter,  188. 

(3)  Average  atiendaaee  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  144— In  Winter,  133. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  jears  of  age  in  the  town,  181.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24.— No.  over  IG  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  16. 
{ft)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  20  14.— In  Winter,  117. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6— No.  of  IVachers  in  Winter— M.  1— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  524  00— To  Females,  fit  83. 

(8)  Average  vulue  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  57  00^-Of  Females,  $b  33. 

(<J)  Averngo  wages  per  month,  exclusive  uf  board— Of  Males,  517  00— Of  Females,  56  50. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $iM. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel;  if  aay,  eoatribated  for  Poblic  Schools,  530. 


SCHOOL  RETURNS.  Il7 

(IS)  No.  of  ineorporated  Arademieti   ^<-Af gregate  of  hmoUis  kept,     .—Average  nomber  of 
Scholars,     .— Aggrrgale  piiici  for  Ittiiion,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  onincorporaied  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  I j|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  21.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $\G  SO. 

(14)  Amouut  of  Local  Funds,  $         ;-— Income  from  same,  $ 


Uiiid,  PoliCical  Class  Uook. 


Selectio:«  from  Report.  *  *  *  Your  cominiUee  ore  of  opinion,  that 
more  core  should  be  taken,  in  selecting  instructera,  who  havo  had  exfierience 
iu  teaching,  an4l  whose  qualificatioiia  are  adequate  to  the  tusk.  It  is  a  niiataken 
iiotM>n,  tliat  much  is  8a?ed  in  having  cheap  teachers.  You  may,  bv  chance, 
have  a  young,  or  inexperienced  teacher,  who  will  keep  a  good  school; 
but  it  is  much  the  safest,  and,  frequently,  the  most  proiitable,  to  iiire  an  ap* 
proved  teacher,  although  you  may  have  to  give  him  twenty  five  dollars  |ier 
moiitb ;  lor  a  good  school  of  two  luonths  is  Uetter  than  an  ordinary  school  of 
three  months.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— M.  O.  Pratt,  Emsrt  Dburt,  Elbrigc  O.  Warrbm. 


R  At?  J?  IP  {(1)  Population,  2,713.    Valuation,  5621,499  00. 

DAItIC£,j ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  13. 

(t)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  492>— In  Winter,  712. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools—la  Summer,  3&7— In  Winter,  486. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  3'ears  of  age  in  the  town,  619.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

jears  of  age  who  attend  School,  60.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  auend  School,  119. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  69  mths.  7  days. — In  Summer,  3-t  14— In  Winter,  34  21. 
(G)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  15.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  12— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board—To  Males,  527  80— To  Females,  5II 78. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month-^f  Males,  57  60— Of  Females,  56  04. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  52O  20— Of  Females,  $5  74. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  mcluding  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51y9^* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Publie  Schools,  5200. 

(It)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .—Average  No.  of 
Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition.  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  12.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  20.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  39.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^27  05. 

(U)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vstD.-^Spelling^'Emerwn't  National,  Cummings'  do.  i2«a</t>g>— Pierpont's  First 
Class  Book,  National  Reader  and  Introduction,  Young  Reader  and  Riieiorical  Reader,  Child's 
Ciuide.  Gramnui/'— Pond's  Murray's,  Smith's.  Arithmetic — Adams',  Cotbuni's  Menial, 
Sojub's,  North  American,  1st  Part.  All  others— Day**  Algebra,  Bailee's  do.,  Goodrich's  His- 
tory of  the  U.  S.,  Blake's  Astronomy,  Walker's  and  Webster's  Dictionary. 

ScLECTiosrfl  FROM  Rbport.  *  •  *  The  practice  of  calling  up  scholars 
frequently,  to  say  their  letters,  and  to  read  and  spell,  and  of  having  several 
recesses  in  the  course  of  a  day,  your  committee  think  a  good  one  for  very 
stiiall  scholans  nnti  recommend  it  in  nil  schools,  where  there  are  a  considenilile 
nufhUsr  of  that  class.  In  them,  proficiency  is  not  a  matter  of  study,  but  of 
frequent  re|>etition  of  their  exercises;  liesides,  it  keeps  them  in  motion,  which 
i^  what  tlieir  lieahh  requires.  On  the  contrary,  proficiency  in  the  larger  sciiol- 
V8,  is  a  matter  of  study,  and  they  want  the  school  still  for  that  purpose. 
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'd  SMODcr  of  teadiing  u  peeuiifur ;  eyery  thing  is  fermal,  and  takes 
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place  with  a  kind  of  military  exactness.  The  schohu?  adyacce  and  retreat, 
fbrpi  ^  linpp  and  flip  o^  yfiiti  aiatheinuticf^  pnecision.  This  is  well  in  its  place, 
but  Bliould  not  be  allowed  to  engross  the  attention,  lest  it  should  come  to  be 
considered  the  principal  thing,  and  endanger  the  loss  of  the  substance,  in  grasp- 
ing at  the  shadow.  Although  this  is  order  and  system,  it  is  not  that  order  and 
.system,  which  insure  stillness  and  application,  and  tacititate  progress  in  busi- 
ness and  improvement,    •    •    * 

*  *  •  Your  committee  believe,  that  they  have  subserved  the  interest  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  seholars»  in  this  and  all  the  schools,  by  limiting 
the  instruction  to  the  studies,  prescribed  by  the  statute,  although  they  may 
have,  in  some  few  instances,  thwarted  the  wishes  of  those,  who,  if  they  had 
been  allowed  to  pursue  their  fiivorite  studies,  would  have  saved  themselves  the 
trouliie  and  expense  of  seeking  the  information  they  wanted,  in  the  appropri* 
ate  phiee, — a  higher  order  of  schools.  The  Common  ^hool  is  the  only  place, 
where  many  will  ever  learn  to  read,  write,  and  cipher,  if  they  do  it  at  all ;  and, 
in  a  school  of  thirty  scholars,  there  are  but  six  minutes  for  each  in  a  half  dapr, 
allowing  all  the  time  to  be  occupied.  Now,  a  class  of  one,  two,  or  three,  m 
some  advanced  study,  whose  education  already  qualifies  them  for  common 
business,  will  often  occupy  from  one  half  to  three  quarters  of  an  honr.  If  any 
one  requires  more  time  and  attention  of  the  teacher  than  another,  it  is  the  most 
backward.    *    •    * 

*  *  *  The  examination  of  this  school  went  off  much  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned ;  nothing  extraordinary  was  attempted.  The  teacher  seemed 
not  to  have  tried  to  do  great  things,  but  to  do  what  was  done,  well.  Some  of 
the  scholars  wanted  to  pass  lightly  over  some  parts,  and  to  stretch  on  to  others, 
which  they  thought  more  important,  or,  perhaps,  more  easy.  This' was  firmly 
resisted,  and,  it  is  believed,  no  one  will  ever  regret  it.    *    *    * 

*  *  *  In  this  connection,  your  committee  will  ollude  to  a  fault,  which 
prevails,  more  or  less,  in  all  the  schools.  It  is,  that  instruction  is  too  mechanic 
cal, — not  sufficiently  fiiniiliar  and  social, — not  sufficiently  addressed  to  the 
understanding, — not  enough  of  conversation,  illustration,  lecturing,  reading  by 
the  teacher,  to  set  an  example.  Hence,  the  scholars  learn  to  spell,  and  call  2^ 
naiiie,  in  reading,  a  great  many  words,  that  are  total  strangers  to  them;  they 
get  no  ideas  from  them  at  all ;  they  might  as  well  be  Latm  or  Greek.  I'he 
consequence  is,  we  have  much  parrot-Tike  reading.  Your  committee  think, 
there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in  teaching  children  to  spell  and  pronounce 
Latin  words  correctly,  and  call  them  over  readily  at  sight,  in  the  manner  of 
reading,  without  their  knowing  the  meaning  of  a  single  word  in  the  language, 
and  that,  in  about  the  same  time  they  now  learn  what  they  call  reading.  But 
**  cui  bono .'"  It  would  be  one  continued,  monotonous,  humdrum  succession 
of  sounds,  without  sentiment,  emphasis,  accent,  cadence,  inflection  of  voice,  or 
scarcely  gesture, — much  like  the  reading  of  many  of  the  scholars  in  our  schools 
of  the  present  day.  The  words  come  dropping  out  of  their  mouths,  like  apples 
out  of  the  tail  end  of  a  cart,  without  their  taking  any  more  sense  of  what  they 
read,  than  the  cait  does,  what  color  the  apples  have,  or  whether  they  are  rot- 
ten or  80und.    *    *    * 

'ihus  you  see,  $-{90  out  of  the  $1,300,  raised  by  the  town,  has  been  worse 
than  lost  *  *  Some  allowance  is  to  be  made,  on  account  of  necessary  de- 
tention and  sickness,  und  much  on  account  of  the  Imdtiess  of  the  roads  lust 
winter,  ond  the  intense  severity  of  the  weather.  But,  alter  all,  there  hos  been 
a  great  amount  of  needless  absence.  *Mnd  all  experience  goes  to  show,  that, 
when  a  scholar  is  absent  one  quarter  or  one  third  of  the  time,  his  presence  the 
other  three  quarters  or  two  thirds,  while  it  is  of  almost  no  benefit  to  himsejf, 
is  a  positive  injury  to  others."  What  is  worse,  it  is  feared  that,  by  the  indul- 
gence, on  the  part  of  parents,  in  a  prevailing  vice,  their  children  are  kept  from 
school  in  many  instances,  eiiher  from  a  want  of  suitable  books,  or  from  a  want 
of  sntficieiit  clothing  to  protect  them  from  mortification  and  the  elements.  *  *  * 

When  it  is  considered,  that  society  must  receive  into  its  lK>som,  anil  provide 
for  these  children,  when  grown  up  to  adult  age,  be  they  libellers,  or  be  they 
lynchers,  and  that  ftoverty  and  crime  are  nearly  in  proportion  to  ignorance, 
does  not  self  protection  point  out  his  duty  to  each  sober  parent  and  guardian 
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alf,  vfh&  feei  Mt  inteFtMt  iri  ibm  fi^htg  g«tf«mMkm,  and  i«  file  futura  well-being' 
of  our  common  country,  will  cooperate  wit^  each  other,  iu  bringing  n\l  ihe* 
thiMna  out,  and  im  MiideatoFing  to  fn^mete  fmtctwA  and  oonsiMrm  attendande ; 
md  that  th&^i  whd  fe^l  the  appivsatidtt  Hfteay  of  the  abov«  remark^  ^Hi  taktr 
care,  that  their  children  go  to  school  constaifktiy,  antd  txbli  oblige  the  committee* 
to  ca#  tmtneii.  WhM  avails  it,  to  raiiM^  monciy  f^eety^  and  t»  firoei#e  tlie  best 
of  teachers,  if  iht  pupils'  ai^  iiM  ptiesem^  t&  re<5eive  th«  benefit  ?    *    *    * 

The  pra<6«?ce  df  dhan^iA^  tei)feW6#a  evi^r^  5«af,  ifr  a  defects    It  gefierally  takes'* 
a  new  teacher  from  two  to  four  weeks;  to  find  but  his  sehokir^  nan^  elisrac^ 
(era,  di9potei(i0!ii8,  biae^  of  mitfd,  prbfieien^,  &(i^,  so  as  to  elasa  tbeny  properly, 
and  put  upon  each  jiist  whoft  kef  ean>  b^ar,  or  what  is  best  adapted  to  hrtrfe  *** 

The  pFBtfiiee^  bdth  teachers  and  ilishola^fir  are  hv,  of  going  oter  too*  ifMici^ 
gWohd,-s-df  trying  to  da  too  AMveh,  is  a  defect  ;^of  4omg  so  m^h,  in  ftct,  in 
th«  Gourde  of  tbe  school^  as-  to  get  btiv  a  8tf|ierfieial  knowledge  of  asy,  or  all  of 
fdei^  Bttrdieik  ht  the  ilr^t  plaee^  they  have  too  many  studies  ^oing  on  at  tlie' 
same  time,  and,  what  is  worse,  some  of  them  much  fn  advance  of  thetr  years'. 
In  the  second  placie,  ll^ie  teacher  is  tmKy  apt  to  require  of  them  too  mneh  of  each 
branch ;  to  hurry  them  along  faster  than  they  Ufiderstnfid^  Henee,  they  study 
hard,  daring  the  Whote  school ;  and,  in  trying  to  retein  too  mucb,  but  little 
sticks  by  tliem.  »  *  *  Another  evil  grows  out  of  this  super^ial  course; 
you  never  know  to  whom  to  ascribe  the  credit  or  blame  for  the  good  or  bad 
ap|)earance  of  the  class  before  you.  Take  any  recitation  at  an  examination, — 
il'you  ask  *<how  many  have  been  over  half  of  this  before?"  the  answer  is, 
"most  of  the  class;"  how  many  have  been  over  three  fourths  of  it  before  ?'* 
'*  nearly  half  of  the  class;"  **  how  many  have  studied  a  part  of  this  branch  dur- 
ing two  schools  ?"  "  nearly  half;"  "how  many,  during  4hree  schools?"  •* a  res- 
pectable minority:"  Who  can  tell,  to  which  of  the  three  teachers,  belongs  the 
credit,  if  they  happen  to  appear  well  in  aome  parts  of  the  examination?  espe- 
cially, if  the  teacher  begins  asking  the  questions,  as  usual)  at  the  comnteuce- 
meotof  what  they  have  been  over,  and  most  of  the  questions  askedi  are  in  the 
parts  they  have  studied  during  several  previous  schools  ? 

The  condition  of  some  of  our  schoolhouses  is  a  defect.  They  are  not  all  what 
tbey  should  be,  inviting  in  appearance  and  comfort,  and  callhig  up  pleasing 
associations  in  the  minds  of  children  and  youth,  as  places,  where  they  have 
spent  many  happy  hours,  and  laid  the  foundation,  by  studious  and  correct  hab« 
its,  of  future  usefulness.  Some  of  them  are  cold  and  cheerless,  some  smoky, 
some  badly  and  inconveniently  constmcted,  and  all  of  them  poorly  provided 
^ith  the  means  of  ventilation.  Some,  althongli  they  have  good  stoves,  have  no 
shovel  nor  tongs ;  and  broken  dogs,  with  one  end  resting  on  stones,  frequently 
tumbling  over  with  a  crash  upon  the  floor,  or  stones  without  dogs  of  any  kind, 
serve,  imperfectly,  to  keep  the  fuel  up  out  of  the  a&hes.    *    *    * 

The  practice  of  constructing  seats  and  benches  upon  an  inclined  plane,  is  a 
defect.  Not  an  inch  of  room  is  gained  by  it;  a  hollow  drum  is  formed  under- 
neath; and  every  motion  of  a  foot  grates  horsh  thunder  upon  the  teachers  ear, 
or  those  of  snidious  scholars ;  the  scholars  make  much  more  noise  coming  down 
upon  the  floor;  tho  high,  or  back  seats,  give  the  scholar  often,  what  he  wishes, 
a  better  opportunity  to  look  out  of  the  window,  than  at  his  books  ;  whereas, 
the  light  only,  is  what  you  want  of  the  windows,  which  should  be  far  above  the 
heads  of  the'scholars; — finally,  the  teacher  cannot  overlook  his  scholars  to  so 
good  advantage,  as  when  all  the  scholars'  feet  are  upon  the  common  level  of 
the  floor,  and  each  succeeding  tier  of  seats  a  litde  higher,  just  so  as  to  accom- 
modate the  age  of  the  scholar.     *    *    « 

This  brings  us  to  notice  another  prominent  defect,  mentioned  in  the  report 
of  a  fomier  committee, — *^  the  want  of  black-boards^  and  those  of  a  sufficiently 
large  size."  Flaced  where  we  have  suggested,  they  might  be  three  feet  wide^ 
and  from  eight  to  twelve  feet  long,  making  a  [)art  of  the  ceiling.  On  these,  the 
]Krhole  elass  might  be  engaged,  at  the  same  time,  in  solving  the  question,  or  in 
illustrating  the  matter  in  point.  The  teacher  may  dictate  a  sentence,  which 
^ch  scholar' may  write  down  upon  the  black-board,  thua  furnishing  an  exer- 
cise in  writing,  spelling,  composition,  pointing  ofiT,  and  the  use  of  capital  let- 
ters Then  may  follow,  the  application  of  the  rules  of  grammar  to  the  same  sen- 


120  WORCESTER  COUNTY  , 

tence.  la  short,  by  this  arrangeineiit,  the  whole  claM  miiT  derive  the  same 
benefit,  at  the  same  time  that  an  iodividuai  does,  with  a  black-board  of  the  pre- 
sent size.  .     ,.  - 

Every  thing  should  be  neat  and  attractive,  in  and  about  a  schoolhotise,  and 
managed  in  a  way  to  inculcate,  by  ezamplcy  the  great  virtues  of  economy,  neat- 
ness, order,  modesty,  &c.    ♦    •    • 

Tlie  want  of  Common  School  Libraries,  is  another  defect.  Your  committee 
recommend  to  the  several  districts,  to  take  advantage  of  the  statute  authorizing 
them  to  assess  themselves  not  over  thirty  dollars  the  first  year,  nor  over  ten, 
any.  succeeding  year,  for  this  pur|X>se.    •    •    * 

Your  committee  have  been  pleased  to  see  an  increasing  interest,  felt  by  the 

Carents  in  our  schools,  shown  by  their  upholding  the  teachers  generally,  and 
y  their  presence,  in  very  respectable  numbers,  at  the  examinations ;  thereby 
stimulating  and  encouraging,  both  the  teacher  and  the  scholars.  They  liofje  to 
see  these  visits  more  general,  and  more  frequent  By  thus  visiting  the  schools 
frequently,  and  cod[)erating  with  the  committee,  tlirough  the  agents,  much 
good  might  be  effected.    *    *    * 

One  word,  in  regard  to  Normal  Schools.  *  *  We  think  the  Normal 
Schools,  if  the  people  wHl  take  advantage  of  them,  are  calculated  to  do  im- 
mense good,  in  furnishing  more  thorough  and  efficient  teachers  to  our  Com- 
mon Schools.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  — Wv.  Russell,  Nathas  Hollavd,  Larkis  Smitb. 


nT?nT  TJSJ  J ^^J  Population,' TCi.    Valuation,  J152,382  75. 

iSt^iiLiirH^ \       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(^)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  141— In  Winter,  SSO. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schoola— >In  Summer,  U4— In  Winter,  171. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  214.-- No.  of  persons  under  4 

j'ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  £2.<— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  35. 

(5)  Aggregate  l<;n5th  of  the  Schools,  24  mths.  24  days.— In  Summer,  10  21— In  Winter,  14  3. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    .— F.  5— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^-M.  5— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^26  20— To  Females,  JflO  40. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %^  93— Of  Females,  %h  20. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5 19  27— Of  Females,  ^5  20. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  ioelading  only  the  wagea  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  %\SfS* 

(11)  ^Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  %    . 

(12)  No.  of*  incorporated  Academies,   .-Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academics,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12^— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  75..— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^355. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ;B[5S0  CO.— Income  from  same,  531 20. 

Books  used. — /?pe//tfir— Em«^rson's  National.  /2Mri£ir^r— American  Fiiyt  Class  Bonk,  Tn- 
troduciion  to  do.,  NaiionaT  Reader,  Young  do.  Grammar— I ngersoll  s  {reo^rap/iv— Oliioy's 
and  Smith's.  Arithmetic — Adams'  and  Colburn's.  AU  oM^rx— Blake's  Natural  Philosophy, 
Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Wiikins'  Astronomy,  Comstock's  Chemistry,  Wbtu  on  tbe 
Mind. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  «  «  Books  and  SlwKea. — ^A  great  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  the  usefulness  and  pro|^res8  of  Common  Schools,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  multiplicity  of  books  and  studies,  which  in  recent  times  have  been 
introduced  into  them.  Designed  as  district  schools  are,  for  giving  instruction 
in  those  branches,-— and  those  only,— with  which  an  acquaintance  is  indispen- 
sable alike  to  every  member  jof  society,  acting  in  whatever  sphere  or  station,  it 
is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  tliat  the  purpose  of  their  institution  should  be  perver- 
ted, and  their  utility  impaired,  by  the  intrusion  of  others. 
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From  this  evil,  ths  schools  in  this  towa  have  not  been  exempt  It  has  not 
b3en  uncommon,  in  years  past,  to  find  pupils  who  were  ahnost  totally  ignorant 
of  more  than  one  of  Che  branches  designated  by  law  to  be  taught  m  district 
schools,  still  neglecting  these,  and  giving  their  time  to  studies  not  conteiiiplated 
by  the  statute.     *    *    * 

Two  of  the  schools, — the  north  and  the  west, — are  suffering  an  injury,  arising 
from  the  niun^er  attending ; — ^that  of  the  former  being  much  too  small,  that  of 
the  latter  much  too  large.  It  is  evident,  that  to  secure  the  greatest  benefit  of 
instruction,  a  sehool  should  be  neither  very  large  nor  very  small.  If  the  school 
is  too  large,  the  pupils  suffer  fi*om  want  of  attention,  and  from  confusion;  if  too 
small,  they  feel  less  ambition  and  less  intere.^t.    *    *    * 

Notwithstanding  the  evils  specified  above,  as  attaching  to  our  schools,  the 
committee  would  nevertheless  congratulate  the  town,  on  the  encouraging  as- 
pect, which,  on  the  whole,  they  present. 

Tne  scholars  are  evidently  improving,  and  many  of  them,  we  trust,  as  far  as 
education  is  concerned,  are  preparing  to  fill  with  honor  the  various  stations 
which  Providence  may  hereafter  assign  them.  The  schools,  generally,  have 
appeared  well  the  past  year;  in  8om3  respects,  batter  than  the  preceding. 
There  has  been  certainly  less  unruly  conduct,  than  in  some  previous  years. 
Pupils  in  general,  with  perhaps  some  slight  exceptions,  have  evinced  a  wiliing- 
ne:is  to  conform  their  conduct  to  all  needful  regulations  and  restrictions ;  and 
teachers,  therefore,  have  had  comparatively  little  difficulty  in  preserving  that 
degree  of  order,  which  is  necessary  to  insure  progress.  And  we  may  hope  a 
brighter  day  is  dawning  on  our  schools,  and  that  the  savage  practice  of  a 
dnrker  age,  will  soon  be  known  no  more.  To  hasten  a  consummation,  so  de- 
voutly wished,  let  parents  and  children,  and  especially  the  older  boys,  unite  all 
their  efforts,  and  the  work  will  soon  be  accomplished  ;  we  shall  hear  no  more 
of  ^rosa,  unruly  conduct,  in  our  schools,  m;)re  befitting  the  dark  ages  and  a 
barbarous  staid,  than  an  enlightened  community  of  New  Englauil,  in  the  nine- 
teenth century.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  these  disturb  mces  olten 
ori<;inate  in  the  injudicious  renmrks  of  parents,  tending  to  diminish,  in  the 
mind  of  the  ptiuil,  a  respect  for  the  teacher.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  the  im- 
{)eriou8  duty  of  parents  and  guardians,  to  avoid,  in  presence  of  their  children, 
every  thing  like  a  crimination  of  the  teachei^s  chaj^acter,  or  of  the  measures 
pursued  by  him  in  school.    ♦    »    • 

SCHOOL  COAlMITTCC-^RoBERT  Carver,  Josiah  Bride,  Lewis  Sawyer. 


BOT  THM  S  ^^)  Population,  1,185.    Valuaiion,  5288,11050. 

ULilUiy,        .       .       .       .       j       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(S)  No.  of  Scholnrs  of  all  ages  in  all  the  School!)— hi  Summer,  308— .In  Winter,  338. 

(3)  Ai'ernge  altendanee  in  the  Sehools-^hi  Summer,  1G7 — In  Winter,  257. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  295. — No.  of  persons  ander  4 

years  i>f  nge  who  attend  School,  U.— No.  over  IG  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  Gl. 
(3)  Ag^revate  length  of  the  Scliuols,  44  uiths.*-In  Summer,  20^1n  Winter,  24. 
(H)  No. of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  8  —No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  $30  09— To  Females,  ^H  W* 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  59  09— Of  Females,  $5  00. 

(d)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5^1  00 — Of  Females,  gC  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wa^^es  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,003  78. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eontributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .— Ag^greg^ate  of  months  kept,      .-Average  No.  of 

Seholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academics,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

IScbools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30«^Aggro< 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  570. 

(14)  Aoionni  of  Local  Funds,  g  .^— laeome  from  tame,  $ 
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Books  VSKD.— £fpe/6'ir^:'— Emenion's.  JUadmg^'EmeTton'n.  Orammtr^lit^enoW*  and 
ficowu't.  Geogroftluh^Oiuey'it  and  Tarley'i*.  i4/-i</iiffe/ie---Adnin«\  feiinilUV  Colburu's.  AU 
of/Mr«^— CoinHUM-k's  PhiloMipliv  and  Cbemislrv,  Goodiicb's  Hisitory  ol  the  l).  S  ,  Fliui's  Sur- 
Vryintf ,  Uay'«  Alj^ebra,  WilkiiiV  A^Uouoiny,  Walls  on  llie  Miud,  Fooler's  Book-keeping,  Fiajr- 
fair'ii  Euclid,  Websrter'ti  liictioiiary. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  In  deciding  upon  the  qualkicationci  of 
teachers,  the  committee  can  satisfy  themselves  only  in  certain  partieBlars. 
Hence,  it  is  often  the  case,  that  an  individual  appears  well  upon  his  examina- 
tion before  us,  and  subsequently  is  found  totally  deficient  in  these  .two  points^ 
namely,  aptness  to  teach,  and  capacity  to  govern.  Hence,  the  necessity  of  pa- 
rents interesting  themselves  more,  in  the  progress  and  disciplrne  of  schools,  by 
frequently  going  in,  and  personally  acquaint  themselves  veith  the  actual  condi- 
tion and  management  of  the  schools,  and  then  whatever  defects  you  may  dis- 
cover, endeavor  to  correct  them  ;  first,  by  a  private  interview  with  the  teacher, 
«r  should  that  course  fiiil  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  then  formal  complaint 
should  be  made  to  your  committee.  We  think  that  the  importance  of  a  tnore 
full  and  punctual  attendance,  at  the  examinations,  as  well  as  intermediate  visit- 
ing by  the  parents,  cannot  be  too  much  urged.  It  serves  to  encourage  the 
teacher,  and  give  effect  to  his  ]atM>rs,  by  stimulating  those  nnder  bis  instruction 
to  greater  effort,  as  children  are  toth  to  bold  a  low  standing  in  their  class,  in 
the  presence  of  their  parents.  Were  any  of  you,  who  are  parents,  to  employ  a 
workman  in  your  shops,  or  a  laborer  on  your  fiinns,  would  you  entrust  the 
charge  of  your  business  to  such  a  person,  without  keeping  a  supervision  over 
faim  ?  Surely  not  Will  you,  then,  entrust  solely  to  a  teacher,  that  higher  and 
more  important  work,  the  intellectual  and  moral  training  of  your  children  in 
school? 

We  would  respectfully  suggest  the  importance  of  a  more  punctual  and  con- 
stant attendance  of  your  children  at  school,  as  irregularity  in  this  respect,  ne- 
cessarily subjects  the  classes  to  jrreat  inconveniences  and  loss.  Your  commit- 
tee feel  a  high  satisfisiction  in  bemg  able  to  say,  that  with  one  painful  excep- 
tion, we  found  the  schools,  at  the  last  examination,  in  good  condition,  bearing 
the  evidence  of  fiiithfol  instruction,  and  good  discipline.  The  liberality  of  this 
town,  in  granting  money,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  our  Common  Schools,  has 
heen  equalled  but  by  few  towns  in  the  State,  and  likewise  the  equitable  manner 
of  the  distribution  of  the  money,  is  such  as  speaks  highly  for  your  republican 
spirit. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  character  of  our  schools  is  essentially 
affected,  and  their  usefulness  materially  injured,  by  the  construction  of  some  of 
the  schoolhouses.  The  principal  defect,  in  the  construction,  is  the  length  be- 
ing too  great  for  the  width ;  thus  while  some  scholars  are  seated  too  far  from 
the  fire  to  be  Comfortable,  others  are  crowded  so  near  it  as  to  destroy  their 
energy  and  capacity  for  study.  This  defect  in  construction,  though  it  may  not 
justify  the  immediate  expense  of  altemtion,  it  is  hoped  will  be  carefully  avoid- 
ed, iu  the  houses  under  contemplation  of  being  moved  and  altered.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  evil,  there  is  no  suitable  way  to  ventilate  the  schoolhouses,  and  thus 
vecure  fresh  and  invigorating  air,  which  is  a  matter  that  requires  particular 
attention.  The  committee  would  suggest  the  exi)ediency  of  providing  each 
school  district  with  a  geographical  and  philosophical  apparatus,  that  a  more 
usefol  knowledge  of  those  bmnches  may  be  acquired. 

Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
town  to  the  several  points  suggested  in  this  report,  and  how  much  soever  we 
may  feel  our  moral  obligations  to  discharge  faithfully  our  duties  to  your  chil- 
dren, we  cannot  exonerate  you  from  the  still  higher  duty  imposed  on  you  by 
Providence,  to  see  and  know  for  yourselves,  that  your  children  are  faithfully 
instructed.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Isaac  Allkv,  Charles  H.  Noursi,  Oliver  Barrett, 
Jr.;  LsTi  M.  Powers. 


SCHOOL  RETURNS.  .123 

B  OYLSTON  \  ^^^  Popniatton,  8n.    Vahiatton,  J[90a;3O8  fiO* 

>        *      '       *       \        Number  of  Piiblie  SeliooU,  5. 
(i)  No.  of  Scbolars  of  all  ag^es  in  all  tb«  Schools — In  Summer,  187— In  Winter,  2G4. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  135— lu  Winter,  198. 

(4)  No.  Ok  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  228. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  64. 

(5)  AggregsUe  length  of  the  Schools,  23  mtbs.— In  Summer,  12  7— In  Winter,  10  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teaebers  ia  Summer— M.   •**?.  5.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wiotei>— M.  5— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wag^s  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  8(^To  Females,  j  11  60k 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month*-Of  Males,  ^6  6&— Of  Females,  $5  20. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Mfiles,  519  20— Of  Females,  ^6  40. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  %\Q. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,       . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      ^«-Average  No«  of 

Scholars,      ^—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  uahicorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  9.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7^.— Average  No.  of  Scholars^  93.— Aggre« 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $^  00. 
(U)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $       .    ' 

Books  used. — £r/ie//>iii;«— Emerson's  New  National.  ii«ai«iio>— Testament,  American  First 
Class  Book,  Kh<!t<)rica)  Reader,  Intelligent  Reader,  Child's  Guide.  Grammaiy— Ptnid's  Mur- 
ray's and  lflg«*r!M>irs.  Geography-^OUxey^^  and  Peter  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Smith's,  Adams', 
Colbarn's.  AU  ol/icr*— Blake's  Philosopliy,  Wilkins'  Astronomy,  Goodrich's  History  of  the 
U.  a.,  WalU  ou  the  Mind. 

Remark. — ^"  A  part  of  the  income  of  the  Surplus  Fund  is  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  schools,  amounting  this  year  to  $3*2.''. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  •  In  the  centre  school,  with  more  than 
90  scholars,  and  nearly  80  upon  an  average,  the  most  that  could  be  expected 
wa.s,  that  the  teacher  should  keep  order,  while  he  hurried  through  the  exercises 
of  the  day.    But  little  proficiency  could  reasonably  be  looked  for.    •    •     • 

The  effects  of  stopping  a  district  school,  whether  through  the  fault  of  the 
teacher,  or  that  of  the  scholars,  are  truly  disastrous.  An  injury  is  inflicted  upon 
all  concerned.  The  teacher  suffers  at  the  time.  He  is  mortified  in  view  of 
the  event,  and  disappointed  in  his  calculations.  But  the  severest  injury  is  in- 
flicted upon  the  district,  and  especially  upon  the  scholars.  Privileges  are  taken 
from  them,  which  can  never  be  restored ;  and  privileges  too,  which  are  the 
dearest  that  they  are  allowed  to  enjoy.  Were  the  loss  in  dollars  and  cents 
merely,  it  might  be  recovered,  or  they  might  pa.ss  through  life  equally  respect- 
ably without  covering  the  loss.  The  comforts  and  conveniences  of'^lile  need 
not  necessarily  be  diminished.  But  impair  their  advantages  for  education,  and 
they  suffer  a  loss  which  they  must  feel  through  life.  They  must  feel  it  in  all 
the  various  circumstances  in  which  they  shall  be  placed.  In  every  transaction 
of  business,  their  imperfect  education  tells  them  of  the  injury  which  they  sus- 
taiueil  by  having  these  advantages  impaired.  If  they  read  or  hear,  the  infor- 
niati)n  which  they  derive  is  lessened  by  the  imperfection  of  their  education. 
It  they  write,  ungrammatical  expressions,  awkward  sentences,  misspelled 
^ords  ai}d  illegible  penmanship,  will  appear  in  their  compositions.  And  even 
^  common  conversation,  they  must  not  only  feel  the  injury  which  they  have 
sustained,  but  they  must  announce  it  to  all  with  whom  they  converse,  who  have 
sufficient  discernment  and  knowledge  to  notice  iL  Just  in  proportion  as  these 
advantages  are  impaired,  their  energies  must  be  crippled,  their  hopes  disap- 
pointed, and  their  efforts  to  rise  to  stations  of  eminence  and  usefulness  in  the 
Jorld,  must  be  defeated.  But  though  the  injury  is  great,  which  must  be  in- 
flicted upon  the  community,  by  breaking  up  a  school,  yet  there  may  be  circum- 
\  wancps  ill  which  the  continuance  of  a  school  would  lie  a  still  greater  injury. 
P^  this,  those  who  have  the  power  to  continue  or  discontinue  a  school,  must 
Detbe  judges. 
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To  prerene  any  further  difficulties  in  our  schools,  the  connnittee  wopld  rpc- 
ommeiKl  that  the  pnideutial  committee,  in  each  district,  consult  the  inhubitants 
of  the  di»trict,  previous  to  making  any  engagein^ents  with  a  teacher.    •    •     • 

Again,  they  wouhl  recommend  that  tlie  teacher  lie  presented  to  the  examin- 
ing committee  at  an  earJier  period,  for  examination.  Tlie  usual  custom,  in 
this  town,  has  been  to  present  the  teacher  to  the  examining  committee  on  the 
morning  that  he  is  to  commence  his  school,  when  the  Fchutars  are  assembled, 
and  the  time  for  commencing  the  school  arrived.  Under  these  circumstances, 
a  thorough  examination  is  hardly  to  be  expected,  and  the  temptation  is  strong 
to  approbate  even  those  who  are  not  quaiilied  lor  instructing  m  our  comtiioa 
distiict  schools.  Should  the  committee  rei'use  to  approbate,  at  this  late  hour, 
when  all  the  best  teachers  are  in  employment,  it  would  be  doubtful  whether  an 
iustrticter  could  be  obtained,  who  had  qualifications  superior  to  those  of  the 
.  candidate  whom  they  relused. 

The  conmiittee  would  also  recommend,  to  the  parents  of  this  town,  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  teachers  of  their  children.  £xhibit  an  interest  in  them, 
and  in  the  school  whicli  they  teach.  Suggest  to  them,  not  in  a  dictatorial,  but 
in  a  kind  and  respectful  manner,  any  improvement  which  von  think  they  might 
introduce,  into  their  mode  of  govertiment  or  instruction.  Invite  them  to  your 
houses,  and  rest  assured  that  a  new  interest  will  be  created  in  them,  in  refer- 
ence to  your  children,  and  the  school  which  they  instruct.  Kindness  and  love 
will  be  more  prominent  in  their  discipline,  and  increased  faithfulne^s  in  im- 
parting instruction.  And  the  result  wi.l  !«,  order  and  decorum  in  the  beha- 
Ytor  ot  tlie  scholars,  proficiency  in  their  studies,  satislaction  on  the  part  of  ihe 
parents,  and  a  pleasing  retrospect  to  all  concerned. 

In  their  last  report,  your  committee  recommended  that  parents  and  the 
friends  of  education,  exhibit  more  interest  in  our  schools,  by  visiting  them,  espe- 
cially at  the  final  examination.  This  suggestion  has  been  regarded  some ;  a 
new'in  erest  has  thereby  been  given  to  our  examinations,  and  a  greater  impor- 
tance attached  to  them,  by  both  teacher  and  scholars.  Coiivinced  that  much 
can  be  done  to  promote  the  cause  of  education  in  our  town,  by  such  attend- 
ance, we  would  again  urge  all  who  are  personally  interestecl,  as  well  as  those 
who  arc  not,  to  encourage  our  scholars  and  teachers,  by  being  present  at  the 
final  examination.  Were  it  customary  to  give  a  general  attendance  on  those 
occasions,  the  effect  could  not  but  be  auspicious.  Every  scholar  would  look 
forward  to  the  examination  with  deep  interest ;  he  would  leel  the  need  of  thor- 
ough preparation,  and  to  efifect  this,  would  apply  himself  with  increased  dili- 
gence to  his  studies,  that  he  might  come  ofiT  with  honor,  at  the  last  day.  The 
teacher  would  also  feel  his  work  was  to  be  examined  ;  that  he  was  to  report  to 
his  employers  the  success  with  which  he  had  labored ;  that  each  parent,  at  last, 
would  mark  the  proficiency  which  his  own  children  had  made ;  that  thus  the 
progress  of  every  individual  scholar  would  be  noticed,  and  his  reputatidn  as  a 
teacher  would  hang  upon  the  issue.  The  interest,  too,  which  parents  leel, 
would  be  greatly  increased  by  these  visitations.  They  would  feel  mi>re  sensi- 
bly the  importance  of  having  scholars,  of  having  good  scholars,  and  of  having 
their  children  constant  and  punctual  in  their  attendance ;  of  iumishing  them 
with  suitable  books,  and  of  giving  them,  frequently,  a  word  of  exhortation  and 
encouragement  And  the  result  would  l)e,  that  the  advantages  for  general  edu- 
cation would  be  held  in  higher  estimation  ;  our  town  would  lise  in  tiie  estima- 
tion of  others,  and  our  children  would  be  better  qualified  for  filling  the  stations 
which  they  may  be  called  to  occupy,  when  they  have  entered  upon  the  stage  of 
active  life. 

As  to  the  books  in  our  schools,  a  favorable  change  has  taken  place  during 
the  year.  The  number  is  reduced,  and  there  is  more  uuitbrmity  throughout 
the  town. 

Your  committee  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  town,  to  the  subject  of 
dividing  the  centre  school  in  the  winter.  The  average  attendance  in  this 
school,  during  the  past  winter,  has  been  76.  *  *  The  committee  and  the 
disti'ict  feel,  that  the  school  money  expended  for  this  school,  is  expended  to 
great  disadvantage.  Though  this  receives  irom  the  town  the  most  money,  yet 
they  derive  from  this  money,  in  the  winter  school,  the  least  benefit  of  any 
school  in  town.    Could  a  suitable  room  be  furnished,  in  which  the  small  schol- 
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ttrs  of  this  school  could  be  placed  under  a  female  teacher,  far  more  benefit 
noiild  be  realized  from  the  money  expended,  tlian  can  be  under  our  present 
arrangement 

TJie  committee  would  also  recommend,  that  a  few  dollars  be  expended  by 
the  town,  in  each  district,  for  apparatus,  to  assist  the  teacher  in  imiiarting  in- 
struction in  tJiose  branches  of  education,  which  are  studieil  more  or  less  by  all 
tLe  scliolai-s,  who  receive  their  education  at  our  Common  Schools.    *    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— VVm.  H.Savford,  Wm.  II.  AfooRK. 


BRO OKFIELD  J  ^ ^ ^  Population,  ^^H,    Valnatioii;  $&iB,TJ4, 60. 

'     *.      *      >        Number  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scbolan  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  449— In  Winter,  666,  ' 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  3chools^-In  Summer,  373 — ^lu  Winter,  532. 

(I)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  611. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  oi  age  who  attend  School,  28.->-No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  66. 
(5)  Aggrpgaie  length  of  the  Schools,  78  mths.  7  days.— >Tn  Summer,  39  21— In  Winter,  38  14. 
(C)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  15.— No.  of  I'eachcrs  in  Winter— M.  13— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  p«iid  per  month  including  board — ^To Males,  $25  2&— To  Females,  $\l  49. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $7  39 — Of  Females,  $5  68. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^17  83 — Of  Females,  $5  81. 
(10)  Amdbiit  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $\f6C0, 

(II)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  g\33  33. 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of 
SchoLirs,  25! — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^200. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Acadmies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

ScbooN,  6. — Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  18. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  138. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $34^, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

B«»0Ks  USED. — £(p^//in>^— National.  U^adiwyj*— Worcester's  Four  Books  and  Scripture. 
6''-(UNiNa/%— Pond's  Muir««y-s.  Geograptt^ — Hall's  aikI  Oiney's.  Arithmetic — Kmersou's, 
Siniiirs,  Culhura's,  Adams .  All  others — Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Pailey's  Uisiory, 
Wayiaud's  Moral  Science  and  Walts  ou  the  Mind. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  In  attending  to  the  duties  of  their 
olTice,  they  have,  in  general,  been  gratified  with  the  visibly  increasing  interest 
manifested  in  the  hnpi*oveinent  and  elevation  of  otir  Coniinon  irfchoulB ;  with 
witnessing  a  greater  importance  attached  to  them,  as  fountains  of  elementary 
Bcieiice  and  itseful  knowledge, — and  a  stronger  desire  of  rendering  them  more 
and  more  subservient  to  thii  cause  of  education.  This  we  regard  as  an  hidica- 
tion  of  good  to  the  rising  generation,  and  to  the  interests  of  learning  and  intel- 
lecuial  culture  among  usi.  We  hail  it  as  a  sure  omen  of  advancement, — a 
promise,  that  our  Common  Schools,  heretofore  too  little  cared  for  and  cher- 
ulied,  will  rise  in  value  ami  importance  in  the  estimation  of  every  good  citizen ; 
?'id,  under  the  fostering  care  of  wi;^e  and  liberal  legislation,  soon  reach  their 
Jii8t  elevation,  -  a  preemineut  distinction  among  the  noble  institutions  of  our 
iavored  land. 

It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  we  express  these  convictions  and  antici- 
pntions,  which  are,  doubtless,  in  no  small  degree,  the  results  of  legislative  en- 
"cimenis  ai)d  provisions ;  for  these,  especially  of  late  years,  have  done  much 
|n  elevate  the  standard  of  etlucation,  and  awaken  public  seniiment  to  the  sub- 
^'Ct  ol  iiinking  our  Free  Schools  the  substance  of  what  they  had  long  been,  in 
many  instances,  but  little  more  than  the  mere  shadow. 

.  ^ye,  there  fore,  regard  the  establishment  of  a  ISoard  of  Education,  and  the 
jnsiiiuiioii  of  Normal  Schools,  as  a  great  and  lofty  work,  which  this  age  of 
"itelligeuce  and  improvement  demanded ;  and  as  the  commencement  of  a  new 
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m4  MgtN>er  era  if»  tlie  hniOTy  of  our  Csmmoii  Sebooliik  And^  JH(l9|ing  fi-em 
wimr  tie  Honrtl  of  EducMion  iM&alreiidy  accoiii)Mished  in*  ditAmiinating  ioiei* 
ligence  u|K>n  various  subjects  connected  witJi  the  best  interests  of  our  sefa<Ki)8, 
ami  fWmi  what  tha  Normal  Schools  have  dwie  and  are  dom|p  hi  qualifying 
teachers  tn  go  'ftrth,  notonly-to  teach  and  dteeipline  chitdre*  and  youth  accord- 
ing to  the  meet  appre>v«d'  methods^  but  to  ivapin  to  others  a  knowledge  of  the 
art  of  teaching)  we  feel  ouraeWes  constrained  to  give  our  decided  approlmtion 
to  these  institutions.  We  feel  deeply  their  importance  and  advantage  to  the 
rising  generation,  in  afibrding  them  the  means  and  fiicilities  of  a  better  educa- 
tion, and  diffusing,  amoug  all  classes,  juster  views  upon  the  subject  of  Common 
School  instruction. 

VVe  would,  therefore,  cordially  recommend,  that  all,  who  intend  to  become 
teachers,  should  avail  themselves^  as  fiir  as  (lossible,  of  the  advantages  which 
Normal  Schools  aflord ;  not  so  much  to  learn  the  branches  which  they  are  to 
teach,  as  how  to  teach  them,— how  to  interest  and  fix  the  yotithful  mind,  di- 
rect its  powers,  and  develop  its  faculties.  This  is  of  inconceivable  moment  in 
the  business  of  instruction.  In  this  lies  the  secret  of  the  art  Hence  its  diffi- 
culty and  importance.  Jiut  the  manner  of  teaching, — how  to  bring  out  the 
iniud,  to  arouse  its  dormant  energies,  and  to  call  into  active  exertion,  directed 
to  a  particular  object,  thought,  memory,  reflection,  comparison  and  judgment, 
have  heretofore  been  almost,  if  not  entirely,  neglected  in  the  education  of  teach- 
ers. The  consequence  has  been,  a  want  of  success,  and  disappointment  in  nu- 
merous instances,  where  mtich  had  been  exfiectecl,  without  requiring  those 
qualifications  which  ore  indisfjensable  in  an  efficient  instructer.  And  as  long 
as  sufficient  learning,  in  its  common  acceptation,  is  almost  the  only  requirement 
of  teachers,  and  their  aptness  to  teach,  their  knowledge  of  the  human  mind,  and 
the  art  of  managing  and  governing  a  school  arc  entirely  overlooked,  so  long  muy 
we  expect,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  insubordination,  disorder,  and  little  im- 
provement in  our  schools.  Hence  the  great  importance  of  employing  teachers, 
who  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  art  of  teaching,  or  who  have,  l)y 
experience,  become  skillul  in  the  training  and  discipline  of  the  youthful  mind. 

Your  committee  have  dwelt  upon  this  topic,  because  of  the  frequent  incom- 
petency of  teachers  in  management  and  government,  to  say  nothing  of  their 
deficiency  in  the  use  of  vowels  and  consonants,  and  the  art  of  reading  correctly. 
We  would,  therefore,  commend  to  your  particular  attention  the  subject  of  em- 
ploying teachers  of  higher  qualificatious  than  has  been  oflen  practised ;  for  the 
clmracter  and  improvement  and  elevation  of  our  schools  greatly  depend  u|)on 
this.  **The  idea,"  says  a  great  and  good  man,  *Mhe  idea  is  dawning  on  U8,'that 
no  office  can  com^mre,  in  solemnity  and  importance,  with  that  of  training  the 
child ;  that  skill,  to  form  the  young  to  energy,  truth  and'  virtue,  is  worth  more 
than  the  knowledge  of  all  other  arts  and  sciences ;  and  that,  of  consequence, 
the  encouragement  of  excellent  teachers  is  the  first  duty  which  a  community 
owes  to  itself.  I  say,  the  truth  is  dawning;  and  it  must  make  its  way.  The 
instruction  of  the  children  of  all  classes,  especially  of  the  lalioring  class,  has,  as 
yet,  been  too  generally  committed  to  unprepared.  Unskilful  hundi*,  and,  of 
course,  the  school  is,  in  general,  little  more  than  u  name.  The  whole  worth  of 
the  school  lies  in  the  teacher." 

Aguin  he  says,  **  what  we  wont  is,  a  race  of  teachers  acquainted  with  the 
philosophy  of  the  mind,  gilled  men  and  women,  who  shall  retyped  human  na- 
ture in  the  child,  and  strive  to  touch,  and  gently  bring  out,  his  best  powers  and 
syrnpathies ;  and  who  shall  devote  themselves  to  this  as  the  great  end  of  lite. 
This  good,  1  trust,  is  to  come,  but  it  comes  slowly.  The  esalilishment  of  Nor- 
mal ^schools  shows  that  the  wont  of  it  begins  to  be  felt.  This  good  requires, 
that  education  shall  be^ recognized  by  the  couununity  us  its  highest  intercbt  and 
duty,  it  requires,  that  the  instructers  of  youth  should  take  a  high  rank  in  so- 
ciety; and  that  a  high  order  of  teachers,  who  ore  intellectual,  accomplisilied 
and  gifled,  siiouhl  lie  created,  to  iiecome  the  guides  of  children  and  yuutii; — 
and  then  the  happiest  results  niiulit  lie  efferied." 

lUa  the  best  teachers  need'  the  cooperation,  encouragement  and  support  of 
their  enipinyerts,  to  accomplish  much  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  niuiitlis. 
They  need  convenient  and  comfortable  houses,  adapted  to  the  pursuits  and  ex- 
ercises of  the  several  classes,  and  furnished  %vith  suitable  appaniius»    The 
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flcholnnr  vhouM  be  well  suf»plted  with  ^e  ipyrescribed  liooka,  at  tbe  very  outset 
of  each  school,  and  tbeir  attendance  .aheuld  be  lainctual  and  constant. 

A  considenibUr  defS^t  or  deficiency  in  eny  of  Uiese  things  la  detrimental,  in 
a  high  degree,  to  the  whole  scliooK  This,  we  regret  to  say,  we  have  had  4)uoa- 
sioo  not  unfrequently  to  notice  and  lament;  and  we  feel  it  our  dutv  to  state 
ex)/licitly,  that  these  deficiencies  do  actually  exist,  to  no  inconsiderable  extent. 
^Ve  would,  therefore,  respectfully  urge  upon  your  attention,  the  irn|>ortance  and 
necessity.  To  well-regulated  schools,  of  remedy hig,  as  iiu*  as  possible,  every 
kaowti  defect,  and  supplying  every  ^ant.  For  the  more  perfect  our  schools 
are  in  these  respects,  and  tlie  deeper  the  interest  taken  in  tlietr  improvement, 
the  more  and  more  valuable  and  beneficial  will  they  become  to  the  wliole  com- 
munity, and,  es|)ecially  to  those  who  have  no  other  means  4»f  educating  their 
children.    *    *    • 

As  a  general  thing,  we  find  the  character  of  a  school  principally  depends 
upon  the  competency  and  skill  of  its  teacher.  Consequently,  we  oAen  see  it 
ahernately  rising  and  falling,  according  to  the  ability  and  faithfulness  with 
which  it  is  taught.  But  this  is  not  always  the  case.  For  other  causes  are 
sometimes  at  work,  to  produce  a  somewhat  difl^n^ent  result, — to  defeat  the  ol>> 
ject  of  the  most  skilful,  and  disafipoint  the  most  sanguine  expectations.  Instan- 
ces of  diis  sort  are,  tiierefbre,  exceptions  to  a  general  rule,  and  seldom  occur. 

In  visiting  and  examining  the  schools,  the  past  summer  and  winter,  we  are 
grntified  in  being  able  to  state,  that  we  noticed  a  general  impnovement  in  tlie 
different  deportments  of  study.  In  several  of  the  schools,  we  found  much  to 
commend.  They  were  as  ])erfect,  under  all  circumstances,  as  we  could  ex- 
pect. The  greatest  deficiencv  in  any,  was  a  want  of  jiroper  discipline  and 
order;  and,  consequently,  of  that  attention,  application  and  diligence,  which 
are  absolutely  jiecessary  to  much  proficiency  in  knowledge.  We  noticed,  also, 
Borne  defect  in  the  seasonable  supjdy  of  books ;  and  heard  frequent  complaints 
on  account  of  tardiness  and  ihconstancy  of  attendance.  These  we  consider 
serious  evils,  which  we  hope  will  hereafter  be  corrected,  and  wliatever  is  faulty, 
be  improved.    *    *    * 

The  school  committee  of  the  west  parish  ii^  Rrookfield  have  the  p1easi;re  of 
reporting^  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  general  interests  of  education  among  us 
are  evidently  progressive.  Though  manifest  deficiencies  are  yet  visible  in  our 
Ecbools,  there  are  tokens  of  improvement  gradually  extending.  *  *  The 
use  of  black-boards,  and  eligible  text  books,  for  the  last  few  years,  as  also  the 
increased  competency  of  teachers,  have  given  to  this  department,  peculiar  prom- 
iiieoce.  Whether  other  needful  branches  of  instruction  have,  meanwhile, 
secured  a  proportionate  measure  of  regard,  is  seriously  questionable.  That 
elementary  exercises,  however,  should  be  more  highly  appreciated,  we  have 
Dot  a  doubt.  '  Beading,  ^pdlingt  pronouncing  and  defining,  and,  withal,  the 
management  of  the  voice,  should  each  be  deemed  of  essential  service.  What 
avails  it,  for  example,  that  a  teacher  has  the  reputation  of  being  able  to  instruct, 
even  in  algebra,  ifj  at  the  same  time,  he  is  ignorant  of  the  orthography  or  pro- 
nunciation of  the  simple  word,  arithmetic?  Attention,  surely,  to  little  things, 
must,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  constitute  no  minor  share  of  the  business  of 
priinary  education.  Excellence,  without  this,  is  unattainable.  There  is  no 
neglecting  these  fundamental  points,  without  essential  and  enduring  injury. 
Correctness  of  instruction,  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  very  elements,  is  tliere- 
fore,  iu  our  view,  essentially  important    •    *    • 

As  respects  the  government  of  schools,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
that  parents  can  do  much  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  any  (Considerable  trouble* 
Let  teachers  have  that  cotuitenance,  which  they  deserve ;  yea,  that  coopera- 
tion from  this  source,  which  is  manifestly  reasonable ;  and,  if  tbey  are  compe- 
tent to  the  office,  their  just  authority  will  be  maintained  with  little  inconve- 
nience to  themselves  or  their  pupils.    *    •    • 

SCrroOL  COMMITTEE.-^xtu  Aldek,  Faahcis  Hortow,  Eowjv  B.  Taintjeb,  Jai- 
aos  Walkxb. 
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nJTA  T?T  'TO  V  ^n)  Population,  S,4ea.    Valaatioo,  5560,837  00. 

O  -a  A.tl£j  AKJiy^      .      .      .      J       Number  of  Publie  SehooU,  13. 

(t)  No.  (if  Scholars  of  all  ngen  in  all  the  Sehool«— In  Summer,  406— In  Winter,  928. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  School»-^[n  Summer,  290— In  Winter,  SU3. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  bel^reen  4  and  16  years  of  an^e  in  the  town,  540—- No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  a^  who  ailend  School,  42^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  76  mths. — ^In  Summer,  35  1^-In  Winter,  40  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — P.  IS.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.  2. 

(7)  Aveiage  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To'  Males,  523  71 — ^To  Females,  $  10  G6. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5700— Of  Females,  $5  30. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5 16  71— Of  Females,  $5  36. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51|^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $\\l  25. 

(li)  No.  of  incorporated  Academics,     . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .^^Average  number  of 
Scholars,     ^ — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5        • 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,     .—Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,     .f— Average  No.  of  Scholars^     .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5        • — ^Income  from  same,  5 


Books  vsr.D.^8pelHr^'-^L«e*B  and  Curamings\  Readif^Jg^~Ym^n^  Lady's  Clao  Bonk, 
Worce^tter'ii  2d,  3d  ami  4lb  Books,  Scoti's  Lcasious.  0/*«mfliar— Smith  s  and  Murray':*.  Ge- 
ograpfiy—OUtey^af  Siniiirs,  Parley's.  i4ri//iiM^ftc— Adams',  Smith's  and  Ctilburu's.  All  others 
Goodrich's  History,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Day's  Aijj^ebra,  Colburu's  Algebra. 

Selection  from  Report.  •  »  •  The  thanks  of  the  school  committes 
are  respectftilly  tendered  to  parents  and  others,  who  have  added  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  schools,  in  the  several  districts,  by  their  timely  visits.  Much  may  be 
done  in  this  way,  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  each  school  in  town.  Each  dis- 
trict comnjittee  should  require  of  the  person  engaged,  a  certificate  of  qualifi- 
cation ii*om  the  school  committee  of  tlie  town,  before  bis  services  com- 
mence.   •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— AUR15  Bugbee,  Wm.  P.  Marble. 


Z)  A  NA  \^^^  Population,  060.    Valuation,  5110,957  25. 

' V        Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  92 — ^In  Winter,  IGO. 

(3)  Average  aitendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  81 — In  Winter,  138. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  163. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,    . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  ihe  Schools,  18  mihs.— In  Summer,  8  14 — In  Winter,  9  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^-M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  includiu«r  board— To  Males,  5 18  90— To  Fcma.es,  $1 60. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Malps,  ^6  40— Of  Females,  53  83. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  512  50— Of  Females,  53  83. 

( 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wag^es  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5-10. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5105  03. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,        • — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,      • — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoo 

Schools,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,        .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  5 
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.4«.  Testaoient.      Crrammar— 
Adams'.     AU  otfiers- 
Dictionaries. 

Selsctioits  vroa  Rkport.  *  *  In  Na.  1,  the  teacher  was  not  exam- 
ined. *  *  On  the  whole,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  sehools  were  taught 
by  persons  who  were  well  qualified  for  the  business,  and  that  the  schools  made 
considerable  profieiency  in  the  several  branches  of  arithmetic,  geography,  £ng* 
lish  grammar,  writing,  reading  and  spelling,  excepting  one.    «    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTER-nlosHUA  Flago,  Enoch  BAKRoits,  Justus  Woods. 


D  O  IT  (4  T  A^  ?  ^'  ^  Population,  1 ,71 3.    Valuation,  5316,443  00. 

'    *       *       *       *       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  334— lu  Winter,  439. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — \u  Summer,  246 — In  Winter,  319. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  483. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  60. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  72. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  45  mths.  7  <lays. — In  Summer,  1^ — In  Winter,  22  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  8, — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  7 — F.  2 

(7)  Average  wa^^es  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  ^23  37 — To  Females,  ^12  50. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^6  87 — Of  Females,  $&  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\b  50— Of  Females,  $1 00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wagus  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^640. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^19. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporaled  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  mouilM  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  fiaid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  uniiicorfMnated  Academies,  Private  S(-booU,and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7.— Average  No.  of  Scholars*  100.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  jj^l60. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ;^3,300  00 —Income  from  same,  j[198  00. 

B<»oKs  USED. — Spc//i/?g*— National.    Reading — Anicricnn  First  Class  Book,  Introduction  to 
the  Nntioual  Reader.     Gramma/^— Smith's.     Oeography—Oluey's.    ArWimetic—Smhh'a  and 

Daboil's. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Yotir  committee  are  happy  in  being 
able  to  state,  that,  in  general,  the  condition  of  the  schools,  the  past  year,  as 
compared  with  former  years,  has  been  such  as  to  warrant  them  in  the  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion,  that  there  is  in  them,  a  m-mifest  and  decided  improve- 
ment *  *  Your  committee  have  endeavored  to  discharge  their  duty  with  all 
fidelity  in  the  examination  of  teachers ; — they  have  done  what  they  could  to 
protect  the  town  from  teachers  of  a  manifest  incompetency,  and  the  districts, 
irom  the  worse  than  useless  burden  of  unlearned  and  im<killlil  instructers.   *  * 

They  have  visited  each  school  at  the  opening  and  closing  thereof,  as  the  law 
'^Hi^ires,  and  can  with  truth  say,  that,  with  one  exception,  the  schools,  both 
summer  and  winter,  have  made  as  much  progress,  and,  in  their  final  examina- 
tion at  the  close,  appeared  as  satisfactory,  as  your  committee  had  reason  to 
expect.    *    •    • 

Laxity  of  discipline  and  defect  in  the  government  of  the  school  are  delects 
^bich  a  school  committee  are  scarcely  ever  able  to  detect  in  a  teacher,  until 
the  school  has  commenced  and  the  opening  examination  discloses  it.  Your 
committee  need  scarcely  say,  that,  in  all  cases,  school  committees  should  limit 
^oeir  certificate  of  approbation  to  the  literary  qualifications  of  the  candidate, 
and  he  should  always  be  informed,  that,  unless  his  government  be  good,  his 
certificate  of  literary  qualifications  will  not  avail  him,  or  entitle  him  to  compen* 

17 
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sation.  And  your  committee  would  here  remark,  that  one  of  the  greatest  de« 
fecta,  in  the  practical  administration  of  our  Common  School  system,  is  the 
lack  of  government    •    •    • 

Your  committee  would  close  their  report,  by  adverting  to  the  heedlessness 
and  inattention  of  parents  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools,  as  one  of  the  greatest 
obstacles  to  the  successful  working  of  the  system.  Oyr  schools  are  dead,  be- 
cause we,  the  parents,  are  so.  If  we  would  infuse  life  into  our  schools,  we 
must  first  infuse  it  into  ourselves ;  we  must  awake  to  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion and  of  schools,  if  we  would  have  our  children  awake  and  alive  to  it. 
Parents  must  visit  our  schools ;  must  see  for  themselves ;  take  an  interest  in  the 
expenditures  of  their  school  funds ;  and.  must,  by  their  presence  at  the  exami- 
nations of  the  schools,  and  at  other  times,  show  their  children  that  they  take  a 
deep  interest  in  their  education,  and  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  good  schools, 
good  teachers  and  good  scholars.  Let  us  be  interested  ourselves  in  this  matter, 
and  our  children's  interest  will  be  increased  in  it.  Our  schoolhouses,  instead 
of  being,  to  our  Children,  places  of  gloom,  of  darkness  and  dread,  will  become 
the  abodes  of  cheerfulness,  sought  after  and  courted  by  children,  as  much  as 
they  are  now  avoided  and  shunned.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Aaroh  A.  Wallis,  Tueher  Thater. 


T}TTT}T  jp^  5  (1)  Population,  1,41  A.    Valuation,  5431,779  50. 

UUUla£^  X,       ....       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

<2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  333— In  Winter,  413. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  236— In  Winter,  315. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  399« — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  aUend  School,  32. 
iP)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  54  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  29— In  Winter,  26  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^23  71— To  Females,  $\  1  27. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $b  43— Of  Females,  $5  41. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5 18  28— Of  Females,  %b  86. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5120. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  44. — ^Average  number  of 

Scholar's,  4^ — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5500. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  47.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  596. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  — Income  from  same,  5 


eester 

ney 

the  U.  S.,  WalU  on  the  Mind. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  discharging  their  duty  at  this  time, 
the  committee  respectfully  report,  that  they  believe  that  the  money  which 
you  so  liberally  granted  the  last  year,  has  generally  been  judiciously  and  wisely 
expended.    •    •    * 

*  *  The  committee  could  say  to  you,  that  tuck  and  sudi  schools  have  been 
of  the  first  class,  and  that  nUh  have  been  good  ones,  and  that  such  others  have 
been  of  an  indifferent  character,  in  which  but  little  has  been  done.  And 
where  there  has  been  any  thing  like  a  fiiilure,  it  has  been  owing  to  what  we 
sometimes  call  a  want  of  ^  tact  in  school  teaching."    *    *    * 

*  *  One  [schoolhouse]  hAs  undergone  thorough  repairs,  and  is  convenient 
Another  has  been  removed  to  a  more  uleasant  and  central  location  ; — and  one 
new  house  has  been  built.    It  is  a  nne,  commodious  school-room,  and  it  has 
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been  kept  in  the  choicest  manner,  which  speaks  weU  for  the  teachers  and 
scholara.  A  new,  clean,  convenient  and  pleasant  school-room,  has  charms  for 
scbolars,  which  an  old,  dirty,  anple&sant  one  never  can  have. 

Your  committee  have  made  special  eflR)rt,  to  have  the  same  sefies  of  books 
in  each  school,  so  that  all  the  scholars  may  be  taught  on  the  same  plan.  It  is 
eainestly  requested,  that  the  districts  will  aid  the  committee  in  their  efforts  to 
have  a  uniform  series  of  books  throughout  the  town.  This  can  be  done  by 
purcbasiDg  such  books,  and  such  only,  as  the  committee  recommend. 

The  committee  would  recommend,  that  there  be  still  greater  care  in  the  se- 
lection of  teachers.  They  should  not  be  employed  simply  because  they  wish 
to  teach.  There  should  be  in(][uiry  on  the  part  of  the  prudeutial  committees^ 
lespecting  their  character,  habits,  and  probable  influence  in  the  schools.  The 
whole  community  should  take  a  high  stand  on  the  subject  of  teachers,  and  then 
they  will  have  teachers  of  a  high  order.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^— Waltzb  Follxtt,  Abiel  Healt. 


PTTCffTirTI?/^  J^^)  Population,  2,662.    Valuaiioo,  $4I06,ST9  75. 

1  K^an  UZtOTj  .      .      .       I       Number  of  Public  SchooU,  13. 

(!)  No.  of  Scholara  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  510 — In  Winter,  674. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  414 — In  Winter,  500. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  706.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  58. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  i»ho  attend  School,  86. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  68  mths.  14  days. — In  Summer,  35  7— In  Winter.  33  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  15.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^M.  9— F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^24  38— To  Females,  j[13  98. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  jp  05. — Of  Females,  jji5  96. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^17  33— Of  Females,  ^7  02. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  g\JBlOO. 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  520. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  montlis  kept,  24.'— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  58.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $5X9, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g        . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used  —fif;»«2/fitt>— Emerson's  National.  i2«a(fin£v— Classical  Reader,  Second  Clas- 
iical  Reader,  Juvenile  and  Popular  Lessons,  Worcester's  Primer.  Crnrmfnar— Smith's.  Ge- 
(^ropA^Malte-Brun's,  Smith's,  Parley's.    Arithmetic — Ejnerson's,  Adams'  and  Colburn's. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  •  Of  the  schools  collectively  we  are 
constrained  to  say,  that  they  have  presented  no  marked  irnproverneni  on  those 
of  preceding  years.  A  diversity  of  condition  has  been  apparent.  In  several 
teicts,  we  have  witnessed,  with  high  satisfaction,  awakened  interest,  and 
decided  progress.  In  others,  insubordination  and  habits  of  idleness  have  pre- 
vailed; and,  as  a  necessary  result,  the  efforts  of  the  teacher,  however  faithful, 
have  been  comparatively  fruitless  of  good.    •    *    * 

*  *  More  attention  than  has  been  common  in  the  selection  of  teachers 
must  be  given,  both  to  their  literary  attainments,  and  to  their  capacity  to  com- 
municate knowledge,  and  to  govern  a  school.  The  idea  should  never  be  en- 
tertained,, that  every  individual,  who  can  pass  a  good  examination,  in  the 
Dranches  of  study  required  by  law,  is  competent  to  be  entrusted  with  the  edu- 
cation of  your  children.  Good  teachers  love  their  chosen  occupation ;  are  inter- 
ested in  the  improvement,  intellectual  and  moral,  of  the  rising  generation ; 
•nd  are  severely  disappointed,  jivhatever  pecuniary  compensation  they  may  re- 
vive, when  the  true  purpose  of  their  office  is  not  advancing.    Aptness  to  teach, 
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autfaority  of  manner,  softened  by  a  well  ragukted  temper^  cultrnted  turts,  and 
a  courteous  de{>oit(neiit,  are  not 'tese  impoitent,  tteio  that  aniottnt  of  iAlbnaa- 
tion,  which  is  always  expected.  It  may  be  thought,  that  this  re^wjisibtlity 
rests  soleJy  with  the  exaiDifiing  oommittee.  Is  it  thus,  in  fact  ?  Several  of  the 
above  named  salifications,  in  a  teacher,  ean  be  ascertained,  oely  by  inquiry  of 
tfaose,  to  whom  he  is  familiarly  known,  and  by  whom  be  has  bean  eoifiioyed. 
And,  besides  this,  tbe  circumstances,  wnder  winch  teachers  are  usually  exam- 
ined, seen)  almost  to  forbid,  with  the  exception  of  extreme  eases,  tbe  Inae  «s«> 
ereiseofrhat  di^cretionaiy  power,  %ith  which  the  committee  are  legally  in- 
vested. Public  notice  has  usually  heen  given,  that  the  committee  will  be  in 
session,  on  certain  days,  for  several  weeks,  preceding  tbe  commeucement  of 
our  summer  and  winter  schools,  for  the  exanjination  of  teachers.  But  very 
rarely,  have  any  con^derattle  numlier  of  candidates  been  preaMit,  at  Ihese 
times.  I'he  more  common  course  is  this ;  one  or  two  days  befone  tbe  school 
is  to  be  opened,  the  individual,  who  has  engaged  to  l>econie  its  teacher  if  he 
can  obtain  a  certificate,  calls  on  the  committee,  and  asks  to  be  examined.  Now, 
it  must  be  very  obvious,  that,  unless  there  is  marked  deficiency  in  literaiy 
attainments,  the  desired  certificiite  will  not  i)e  with i. olden.  Notice  has  been 
given,  throughout  the  dieftrict,  that  the  teacher  has  arrived,  that  the  school  will 
commence,  on  the  second  or  the  third  day.  If  approbation  be  refused,  there 
is  a  general  di$iippoiiitn>ent  to  parents  and  children  ;  another  instructer  must 
be  found;  and  those,  who  are  conif^tent,  are  generally  engaged;  and,  not  un- 
freqnently.  when  tliis  cour>e  is  adopted,  the  commiitee  are  censured,  as  ii' they 
were  unfriendly  to  the  weltare  ot  the  district 

Hence,  rertiticatcs  are  8oinetiuies  given,  as  a  choice  of  evils,  when,  under 
difieieiit  circnoititaiiees,  they  would  l)e  withliohlen.  We,  therefore,  urge  upon 
the  prndeiitial  roinmittee,  the  importance  of  inquiry,  concerning  the  general, 
not  less  than  the  literary,  qualifications  of  those,  to  whom  they  would  commit 
the  charge  of  their  re.<pective  schools;  and  also,  to  secure  their  examination, 
several  weeks  if  iiossible,  previous  to  tlie  time  assigned  for  the  commencement 
of  their  official  lalKtra. 

TJie  committee  alcK>  res|)ectfuUy  iu*ge,  upon  parents  and  guardians,  the  value* 
of  a  strong  and  ()ersevering  interest,  not  only  felt  but  manifested,  in  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children,  and  the  welfare  of  their  schools.  To  such,  we  would  say, 
this  work  is  emphaiicaliy  \our  own.  Committees  and  teachers  are  but  auxilia- 
ries in  its  execution ;  to  them,  our  own  responsibility  cannot  he  transferred, 
they  are  hut  }our  agents.  Will  you  not  watch  their  enorts?  Will  you  not  aid 
them  in  their  labors,  by  endeavoring  to  inspire  the  minds  of  those  immediately 
about  you,  over  whom  your  influence  is  constant,  with  a  tliirst  for  knowledge, 
on<l  u  love  of  improvement  ?  You  may  do  much,  by  iiM^ideutal  remarks,  by 
daily  inquiries,  concerning  their  progress,  and  by  your  presence  in  the  place  of 
their  insi ruction.  In  several  districts,  the  past  year,  there  has  been  a  manifest 
improvement,  in  this  particular,  on  the  part  of  parents ;  and  it  has  been  follow- 
ed by  a  corresponding  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  schools.  An  impulse  is 
given  to  the  minds  of  the  young ;  they  see,  ahd  feel,  that  the  object,  for 
which  they  daily  assemble,  is  dear  to  the  hearts  of  those,  whose  opinions  they 
most  truly  reverence,  whose  approval  is  the  highest  reward. 

We  wish,  further,  to  suggest  to  parents,  the  necessity  of  impressing  the 
minds  of  their  children  with  the  idea,  that  they  must  render  unqualified  obedi- 
ence to  the  directions  of  th^ir  teacher.  If  these  directions  are  unwise,  or  un- 
reasonable, let  parents,  in  private,  Jabor  for  their  correction  ;  but  never  encour- 
age, in  the  young,  habits  of  insubordination.  On  this  point,  we  cannot  but  ex- 
press the  fear,  that  notions,  radically  wrong,  are  becoming  generally  prevalent 
There  is  a  dangerous  unwillingness  to  submit  to  rightful  authority.  We  would 
ever  discourage  austerity  of  manner,  and  severity,  in  the  infliction  c/f  punish- 
ment. Let  the  maimer  be  kind,  and  the  government  parental.  Still,  authority 
must  be  maintained,  and  obedience  must  be  enforced.  It  is  believed,  if  parents 
universally  frowned  on  their  children,  instead  of  condoling  with  them,  when 
subjected  to  wholesome  discijiline  for  th^  correction  of  their  faults,  that  judi- 
cious teachers  would,  very  rarely,  find  any  necessity  for  rcForting  to  harsh 
measures,  in  maintaining  the  order  and  quietness  of  their  schools.  We  urge 
this  course  upon  parents,  because  there  can  be  no  considerable  intellectual 
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aduaaeeonDt  ia  that  Mhool«  in  whieh  order  and  otnidience  .ara  ttot  habitual. 
IllBtBnea^  aoight  be  eited  to  verify  this  atatemeDt  The  committee  have  l^nd 
schools,  under  kind  and  well  educated  teachers,  making  but  little,  if  any,  lite^ 
rary  advancement,  for  this  single  reason,  that,  in  the  school,  there  were  no  just 
ideas  of  the  respect,  due  from  the  pupils  to  the  teacher. 

There  is  another  view,  under  which  this  subject  should  be  presented.  The 
acquisition  of  knowledge  is  not  the  sole  end  of  education.  The  ibrniation  of 
character  is  its  highest  object  You  would  prepare  your  children  for  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  maturer  life.  It  is^  therefore,  necessary,  that,  in  early 
yeani,  they  should  acquu*e  habits  of  otiedience,  and  of  submiseion  to  whole-* 
some  restraint.  They  should  go  to  school,  with  the  impression,  that,  while 
they  are  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  knowledge,  they  are  also  to  be  gov- 
erned.   •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Gacvjit  LiircoLir,  Ebevezir  W.  Bvllard,  N.  tV.  Smith, 
A.  CuocKXB,  Thomas  C.  Qai«owjelXm 
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GARDNER  \  '^^  Popolalion,  1,?76.    Valu^tfoo,  j[196,W  60. 

'         '       '      '       C       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 
(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  alt  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  270— In  Winter,  275. 
(S)  Average  attendance  in  the  Scboola— In  Summer,  194— In  Winter,  206. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  yean  of  age  in  the  town,  324— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—-No.  ov^r  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  99. 

(5)  Ao^gregate  leugih  of  the  Schools,  32  mths.  25  days.— In  Summer,  20  3— In  Winter,  12  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M»   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  6 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  ^29  44— To  Females*  jflfH  75. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  58  11— Of  Females,  $b  40. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^21  33— Of  Females,  ^6  35. 

(10)  Amount  of  moaej  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  witges  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  k^pl,     t'-v4ver8g9  niunber  of 

Scholars,         .— Aggregale  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2d— ^Aggregate  of  saontlis  kept,  3.— ^Average  No.  of  Sefaolan,  S6.^^Aggfe« 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  gdO. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 


Books  used. — fi^tfing— New  National.    JR^acfif^gp— Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  American 
irsi  Class  Book.     Grammar — Pond's  Murray' 
ney's  aad  Peter  Parley's.    Xr^nM/tc^Adams' 


First  Class Jiook^    Grammar — Pond's  Murray's  anaSmith's.     Geography — Malte-Brun's,  01- 

itc-^Adams'  and  Pith's,  Colburn's  First  Lessons. 


Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  the  course  of  the  time  your  com- 
mittee have  been  engaged  in  the  duty  of  visiting  the  schools,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  recognise  the  presence  of  but  a  few  of  the  parents  in  school.  We  think 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  would  not  hire  a  mechanic,  to  do  a  job  of  work  for 
them,  and  then  leave  the  business  to  take  care  of  itselt^  without  giving  them* 
Mlves  any  further  concern  about  it.  This  seems  to  be  too  much  the  case,  as 
regards  the  education  of  their  children.  *  *  We  would  earnestly  im« 
press  upon  your  minds,  the  importance  of  furnishing  the  schools  with  an  appa* 
nttufl)  for  the  illustration  of  the  different  branchest  hat  are  taught  in  our  schools ; 
—the  advantages,  we  are  satisfied,  would  be  incalculable.  We  venture  to  say 
that  more  than  one-half  of  the  time  would  be  saved,  in  teaching  some  of  the 
hrttnches,  in  our  schools,  if  we  could  have  a  suitable  apparatus.  And  the  com- 
nittee  would  further  suggest  to  the  town,  the  propriety  of  choosing  a  commit- 
tee, to  take  in  10  consideration  the  expeiliency  of  purchasing  some  geographical 
and  philosophical  apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  schools* 
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^  ^  In  eoneliMOD,  we  have  only  to  add,  that  we  think  it  would  be  highly 
beneficial  if  more  funds  were  reiaed,  lo  that  our  achooU  might  be  prolong- 
ed.  ••    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEEw— MAaTii  DuasTxa,  Thbo.  P.  Wood,  Joha.  Browh. 


r^DA  Ei'r^  AT  J  (*)  PoP«>»»'on' ^^^^'    Val«alion.  5551,189  25. 

trlCAJI  1  Uiyy  ....       J       Number  of  Public  SchpoU,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools—In  Summer,  659— In  Wintejr,  691. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  449— In  Winter,  536. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  752.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  70  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  S4»In  Winter,  36  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  2— F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  529  81— To  Females,  513  05. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  58  75— Of  Females,  55  87. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gZ}  06— Of  Females,  57  18. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $\fi61, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  g 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .^Average  number  of 

Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  150. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuiiion,  5 100. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  gbfiOi  00. — Income  from  same,  5^41  38. 

Books  used.— S;>etfif^^Webster's,  Commings'.  Reading — ^New  Testament,  Pierpont's 
First  Class  Book,  Child's  Guide,  Intelligent  Reader.  Grammar — Smith's,  Peter  Parley's,  Ol- 
ney's,  Balbi's.    ^ritAme<i&— Smith's,  Adams',  Emerson's,  Colburn's. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  in  general,  the  committee  would  re- 
mark of  this  school,  that  in  each  of  its  departments  the  number  of  scholars 
is  too  great  to  be  properly  governed  and  taught  by  one  teacher,  and 
would  recommend  that  for  the  future,  it  be  divided,  as  it  has  sometimes  been, 
into  three  schoola  The  construction  of  the  schoolhonse  is  defective  in  some 
important  particulars,  it  is  too  low  studded  to  contain  a  sulficient  quantity  of 
air,  for  the  number  of  scholars  it  is  designed  to  accommodate,  and  it  has  no  pro- 
Yision  for  ventilation.  The  arrangement  of  the  seats  is  very  inconvenient, 
whether  we  regard  the  comfort  of  the  scholars,  whilst  they  occupy  them,  or 
the  facility  of  going  to  and  from  them.  And  it  is  always  objectionable,  if  it  is 
possibly  avoidable,  to  have  more  than  one  school  in  the  same  house.  If^  how- 
ever, such  an  arrangement  is,  for  any  reason,  deemed  indispensable,  the  house 
should  be  constructed  with  a  door  at  each  end,  a  substantial  partition  through 
the  middle,  sufficient  to  prevent  any  sound  being  heard  from  one  room  to  the 
other,  and  a  fence  which  should  keep  the  pupils  of  the  two  schools  separate 
during  the  recesses.    •    *    * 

With  res|3cct  to  the  venerable  schoolhouse  in  this  district,  the  committee  for- 
bear to  suggest  any  alterations  or  amendments,  not  because  they  consider  it 
faultless,  but  because  they  are  convinced  that  it  would  be  easier  to  make  a  new 
one,  than  to  make  the  present  one  decent  They  are  of  opinion  that  this  aged 
servant  of  the  district  has  done  its  duty  long  enough,  and  should  be  forever 
discharged  from  ftirther  service. 

•  •  At  the  close  of  the  winter  term,  that  portion  of  the  school  which  sub- 
mitted to  on  examination,  appeared  very  respectably,  and  the  committee  know 
nothing  which  forbids  their  drawing  the  natural  inierence,  that  this  was  the 
best  portion  of  iL    A  ntmiber  of  the  pupils  had  been  previously  withdrawn,  by 
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two  or  three  of  the  parents,  with  the  avowed  purpoae,  it  is  imderBtood,  of  pre- 
yenting  their  being  examiDed  by  the  committee.  The  committee  feel  that  they 
have  bad  to  contend  with  the  decided  opposition  of  a  considerable  number  of 
the  parents  in  this  districts,  and  believe  that  the  usefulness  of  the  school  was 
greatly  impaired  by  this  cause.  A  spirit  of  dicHiffection  among  the  pupils,  in  a 
luitural  consequence  of  their  seeing  that  the  committee  have  not  the  confidence 
and  sympathy  of  tiieir  parents,  and  one  powerful  incentive  to  diligence  is  taken 
away,  by  the  knowledge  that  they  will  be  permitted  to  avoid  the  exposure  of 
their  deficiencies,  by  absenting  themselves  from  the  examination.  The  com- 
mittee deeply  regret  this  circumstance,  not  for  their  own  sakes,  for  no  personal 
injury  is  done  to  them  by  it ;  they  have  no  interest  in  the  school  adverse  to,  or 
in  any  degree  separate  from,  ^e  interests  of  the  children  and  the  parents. 
They  wish  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  bring  eadh  school  to  the  highest  possible 
point  of  efficiency  and  usefulness,  and  feel  that  for,  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary 
that  they  should  have  the  cooperation  and  support  of  the  parents ;  it  is  with 
pain,  therefore,  that  they  see  parents  impairing  the  value  of  the  means  of  in- 
struction, which  their  children  might  have  enjoyed,  and  throwing  the  whole 
weight  of  parental  influence  into  the  scale  of  insubordination.  The  committee 
are  aware  of  no  cause  which  could  have  produced  this  state  of  feeling,  unless 
it  were  the  rule  which  they  have  uniformly  observed,  of  taking  the  examina- 
tions of  the  schools  entirely  into  their  own  hands.    *    *    * 

*  *  The  appearance  of  this  school,  and  the  progress  of  the  scholars,  were 
such  as  to  afford  the  committee  high  gratification  at  the  summer  examination. 
The  winter  term  is  not  yet  closed.  The  schoolbouse  is  by  far  the  best  in 
town.  It  is  light,  airy,  cheerful  and  convenient,  and  its  external  appearance  is 
ornamental  to  the  section  of  the  town  in  which  it  is  situated.  Such  a  school- 
house  must  be  an  inducement  to  the  children  to  go  to  school,  and  must  give 
them  an  additional  intei^est  in  their  attendance.  The  committee  would  gladly 
anticipate  the  time,  when  all  the  schoolhouses  in  town  will  be  equally  attrac- 
tive. 

The  subject  of  most  anxious  deliberation,  and  of  the  greatest  practical  difii- 
culty,  which  has  occupied  the  committee  during  the  year,  has  been  the  organi- 
zation of  the  high  school.  It  is  untbrtuuate  that  this  undertaking,  which,  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  was  not  optional  on  the  part  of  the  town,  but  was  absolutely 
required  of  it,  under  a  penalty,  by  a  statute  of  the  Commonwealth,  should  have 
^gun  with  the  opposition  of  a  considerable  minority,  and  that  that  minority 
should  have  been  so  swelled  by  the  disappointment  of  the  unreasonable  expec- 
tations, entertained  by  many  respecting  it  So  numerous  and  discordant  were 
these  expectations,  that  the  satisfaction  pf  even  a  bare  majority,  was  utterly 
hopeless ;  and  no  course  was  leil:  to  the  committee,  but  to  adopt  that  plan 
which,  according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  would  make  the  school  most 
useful  to  the  greatest  number.  Their  operations  were  further  embarrassed  at 
the  outset,  by  the  town's  havine  devolved  on  them  two  important  and  delicate 
duties,  which,  according  to  the  law,  belonged  to  itself;  namely,  the  determina- 
tion of  the  place  or  places  in  which  the  school  should  be  kept ;  and  the  provi- 
sion of  a  suitable  building  or  apartment,  for  its  accommodation.  With  regard 
to  thp  first  point,  finding  it  impossible  to  gratify  the  wish  which  seemed  to  be 
entertained  by  a  large  number,  that  the  school  should,  at  some  part  of  the 
year,  be  brought  close  to  each  individual's  own  door,  and  believing,  that  as 
many  would  be  dissatisfied  with  three  location!^  as  with  one,  whilst  the  order 
^d  utility  of  the  school  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  fixing  it  permanently  in 
one  spot,  the  committee  concluded,  after  mature  deliberation,  to  adopt  the  lat- 
ter plan.  With  regard  to  a  room,  it  appeared  plain  to  your  committee,  and 
their  opinion  was  sustained  by  highly  respectable  legal  advice,  that  they  bad 


power  to  hire,  purchase,  or  build  a  suitable  apartment,  and  that  the  town 
Was  bound  to  pay  for  it,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  made  for  the  support 
of  the  school,  which  could  bo  expended  only  for  fuel  and  the  teacher's  com- 
pensation. The  law  imposes  on  the  committee  the  same  duties,  and  confers 
on  it  the  same  powers,  in  reference  to  the  high  school,  as  on  a  prudential  com- 
mittee in  reference  to  a  district  school.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  town,  as  it  is  of 
Jo  district,  to  provide  a  place  for  its  school ;  and  in  case  of  a  neglect  of  this 
^uty,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  committee,  as  in  a  similar  case  it  is  the  duty  of 
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a/lt4  brighnr  em  irv  the  hntvry  of  am  Cenrnum  Schonhi  And,  jH(^[tt1g  Trem 
wtmt  Ae  Hoard  of  Educuion  baft  atreKdj  •ccomplishsd  id'  dimeniiimting  inlct- 
]i};ence  u|ioa  rarious  sulijects  connecluil  with  tlio  be«t  inturests  of  our  tchools, 
uhI  fVom  what  the  Nennol  Scboob  hnve  Asne  nnd  are  doinf  in  (iiislifying 
Kactiura  Mr  fa'fanli,iietonlf^ti>  M«ch  and  dweiiilme' cliildren  anil  yomii  aceord- 
inf  lo  the  mestt  approMii  melboJa^  but  to  impMt  to  otlwri  a  knowledge  of  tbo 
art  of  tenuhinj^,  we  f«el'  ourselvss  eoiMtrakied  to  give  our  decided  npproltttion 
to  these  iDetitutlons.  We  feel  deeply  tlieir  importance  and  advamuge  to  the 
riaing  generation,  in  oflbrding  them  ihe  menna  nnd  &cilitie9  ofa  better  educa- 
tion, and  difTiising,  amoug  all  classes,  juster  views  upon  Ihe  aubjecl  of  Common 
School  inctniction. 

\Ve  would,  therefore,  cordially  reeomraend,  that  ntt,  who  intend  to  become 
teachers,  should  avail  tliem«9tves,  a»  &r  as  possible,  of  the  advanlagee  which 
Normal  Schools  aSbrd ;  not  ao  much  to  leurn  Ihe  branches  wjiiuh  they  are  to 
teach,  as  biw  to  teach  thetn, — how  to  inierest  and  fix  the  youthful  miod,  di- 
rect its  powers,  and  develop  iu  tiicultiea.  This  is  of  iucoDccivahle  moment  in 
the  business  of  instruction.  In  lliis  lies  the  secret  of  the  arL  Hence  its  diifi- 
ciilty  and  imparlance,  Itut  the  manner  of  lencbing, — how  to  bring  out  tlie 
liiiud,  to  arouse  its  dormant  energies,  and  to  call  into  active  exertion,  directed 
to  a  purticiihir  object,  thought,  memory,  reflection,  comparison  and  judgment, 
liave  heretofore  been  almost,  if  not  entirely,  neglected  in  the  education  of  teach- 
ers. The  consequence  lias  been,  a  want  of  success,  and  disajijioimmenl  in  nil- 
nierous  instances,  where  mitch  had  been  expecteil,  without  requiring  those 
qiiidiliciilions  which  are  indisjieniwihle  in  an  efficient  inslriicter.  And  as  long 
as  sufficient  learning,  in  its  common  acceptation,  is  alinosl  ihe  only  requirement 
of  teachers,  and  their  aptness  to  teach,  their  knowledge  of  the  human  mind,  ond 
the  art  of  managing  and  governing  a  school  are  entirely  overlooked,  so  long  muy 
we  expect,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  insuhordinHlion,  disorder,  and  little  im- 
provement in  our  schoolik  Hence  the  great  importance  of  emjiloying  teachers, 
who  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  art  of  teaching,  or  who  have,  hy 
extierience,  become  skiilul  in  the  training  and  discipline  of  Ihe  youthful  mind. 

Your  comminee  have  dwelt  upon  this  topic,  iiecntise  of  the  frequent  incom- 
petency of  teachers  in  manngemetit  and  government,  to  say  nothing  of  their 
deficiency  in  the  use  of  vowelsand  consonants, and  the  art  of  readini;  correctly. 
We  would,  therefore,  commend  to  your  particular  attention  the  aubjecl  of  em- 
ploying teachers  of  higher  qualiBcitions  titan  has  been  often  pmctised ;  lor  the 
ctraraeter  and  improvement  and  elevaiion  of  our  schools  greaily  dejieiid  ti|>an 
this.  ■■  The  idea,"  aays  a  great  nod  good  in.in,  "  the  idea  is  dawning  on  iis,  that 
no  office  can  com|>are,  in  solemnity  and  im|)ortance,  with  that  of  training  tlie 
child ;  that  skill,  to  form  the  young  to  energy,  Iruili  and'  vittue,  is  worth  more 
than  the  knowledge  of  all  other  arts  and  sciences;  and  ihat,  of  consequence, 
tlje  encouragement  of  excellent  leachem  is  the  first  ^uiy  which  a  community 
owes  to  itself  I  suy,  the  truth  is  dawning ;  and  it  must  make  its  way.  The 
ipsiruction  of  ihfl  children  of  ull  clusBCf^  esjieciiilly  of  the  tailoring  class,  bns,  us 
yet,  been  too  generally  coinmitled  to  unprepai'ed,  linskilful  Iiandis  and,  of 
course,  the  school  is,  in  general,  little  more  than  a  name.  The  whole  wonh  of 
tlie  school  lies  in  the  teacher." 

Aguin  he  suys,  ''what  we  want  is,  n  race  of  teachers  acquainted  with  Iha 
pliiliisnphy  of  the  mind,  gilled  men  and  women,  who  shall  refiieci  hnmun  na- 
ture in  lite  child,  and  strive  lo  touch,  luid  gently  brin^  out,  his  best  powers  Hi>d 
symjiuthies;  and  who  stiall  devote  themselves  to  this  as  the  gR-at  end  of  lile. 
'I'his  good,  1  iruel,  is  to  coine,  bill  it  comes  slowlv.    The  es  alilishnienl  of  Nor- 
mal Schools  s 
that  education 
duly.    It  requi 
ciety;  sud  that 
ou.l  gitieil,  sh< 
mi.l  then  the  hi 

Ihll  the  best 
their  emplnyen 
They  need  con 
ercises  of  tlie 
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Kholan^ould  be  well  su|>p!ied  wiUi  the  ipreseribed  liooka,  at  tbe  very  autMt 
tfetxli  Khool,  and  llieir  atlendnnce  .Hhsuld  lie  |ninctual  niiil  consliint. 

A  consiilerubla  detect  or  defkieiicy  in  any  of  Uiew  tilings  ii  ilctrimentnl,  ia 
■  liigh  degree,  to  tlie  wliola  -Scliuol.  This,  we  regret  to  tuy,  we  liave  hud  omm- 
tiufl  niit  unrfenucDily  to  noiire  and  liitncnt;  and  we  feel  ii  our  duty  to  atuia 
ei|Jicidy,  liiut  ttiese  deficiencies  do  aclually  exiat,  to  no  iucoiiEideraUle  extent. 
^Ve  would,  thererore,  re»pectrully  urge  upon  your  attention,  the  itn(iortance  and 
neccsgjly,  to  irel  I -regulated  anhoola,  of  renie<lyiiig,  na  far  al  pfHaible,  every 
known  defect,  end  Bup[>lyiDg  every  -want.  Fer  tlie  more  pertect  our  aclioolB 
tn  in  tliese  reepecta,  and  llie  dee)>cr  the  Mitcreat  taken  in  their  imfirawniDDl, 
the  more  and  more  valuuhle  and  heoeficial  will  tfaey  become  to  the  wliole  coni- 
Diiiiiiiy,  aod  es]iecially  to  thoM  who  have  bo  other  means  ol'  educating  their 
ebililren.    •    •     • 

As  aseneral  thing,  we  Und  the  character  of  a  ichool  principally  depends 
upon  the  competency  and  skill  of  its  teacher.  Consequently,  we  oflen  see  it 
•llemolely  rising  and  falling,  according  to  the  aljillty  and  faithfutnesa  with 
idiicli  it  is  Iiiuglit  But  this  is  not  alwaya  the  cage.  For  other  causes  are 
miielimes  at  work,  to  ]iroduce  a  somewhat  dJSinvnt  reault, — to  defeat  the  ob- 
jecl  ol  the  most  skilful,  and  disaiipoiiit  the  moat  aanguine  ex|>eDtations.  Instan- 
ces ofdils  sort  are,  llierulbre,  exceplione  to  a  general  rule,  and  seldom  occur. 

In  visiting  and  examining  the  arliools,  the  post  summer  and  winter,  we  are 
grnlilied  in  being  able  to  state,  that  we  noticed  a  general  improvement  in  tlie 
uitfiiretit  departnienta  of  study.  In  several  of  the  schools,  we  found  much  to 
commend.  Tbey  were  as  jierfect,  under  all  circumstancea,  as  we  could  ex- 
pxt  The  greatest  dcficieitcy  in  any,  was  a  want  of  proper  discipline  and 
iirder;  and,  conaequcntly,  of  lliat  attention,  application  and  diligence,  which 
ire  (tbsoliilely  necesrary  to  much  proficiency  in  knowledge.  We  noticed,  also, 
some  defect  in  the  seasonable  eiipi'ly  of  books ;  and  heutil  frequent  cnmjilaiuis 
on  account  of  tardiness  and  ihconstancy  of  altendance.  These  we  coiisiiler 
serioiig  avil«,  which  we  hope  will  hareufler  l>e  corrected,  and  wliaiever  ia  fuuhy, 
lie  improved,     *    *    • 

The  school  committee  of  the  west  parish  ii)  Brookfield  have  the  pleasure  of 
nponing,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  general  intereKta  of  education  among  ua 
are  evidently  pragrcssive,  Tliough  manilest  deficiencies  arc  yet  visible  in  okir 
fchools,  there  are  tokens  of  improvemeDt  gradually  extending.  *  "  The 
us«  of  tilack-boards,  and  eligible  text  books,  tor  the  lost  few  years,  as  also  the 
increased  competency  of  leachera,  have  given  to  this  dcpnrtmepit,  peculiar  [irom- 
iiieoce.  Whether  other  neediUt  branches  of  instruction  have,  meanwhile, 
secured  a  proportionate  measure  of  regard,  is  seriously  questionable.  That 
elementary  exercises,  however,  should  be  more  highly  appreciated,  we  have 
nut  a  doubt.  '  Beading,  iptUivg,  pronoundng  and  defining,  and,  withal,  the 
aianngeinent  of  the  voice,  should  each  be  deemed  of  easenlial  service.  What 
^'aila  it,  for  exomple,  that  a  teacher  hns  the  re|iutation  of  being  able  to  instruct, 
even  in  nigelira,  ili  at  the  same  time,  he  is  ignorant  of  the  ortho»raphy  or  pro- 
nnnciatbu  of  the  simple  word,  arithmetic?  Attention,  surely,  to  little  thingi>, 
mu!!,  ill  the  nature  of  the  case,  constitute  no  minur  share  of  the  busineas  of 
riiiiiary  education.     Excellence,  without  thia,  is  unattuinalile.     There   is  no 

iletuenla,  is  there- 

if  the  committee, 
isiderable  trouble, 
ea,  that  co5pera- 
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rrTAJfT  Tn  at  ?  <*>  P»Iw'««»on7  «»46D.    Valuation,  5569,837  00. 

L/XZ  ilAX^  ±  un ,       .       .       .      J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  IS. 

<S)  No.  uf  Scholars  of  all  ago«  in  all  the  Schoolit— In  Summer,  406— In  Winter,  528. 

(3)  Averng^e  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  290 — In  Winter,  392. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  ofa^^e  in  the  towrn,  510  ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  42«— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  76  roths.—- In  Summer,  35  14— In  Winter,  40  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  13.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wjnicr— M.  1 1— F.  2. 

(7)  Aveiage  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^23  71— To  Females,  $  10  66. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00— Of  Females,  %b  30. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5 16  71— Of  Females,  $5  36. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51f200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $\\\  25. 

(li)  No.  of  incorporated  Academics,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 
Scholars,     <— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $        . 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,     4 — Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,     .^-Average  No.  of  Scholars,     .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        . — ^Income  from  same,  5 


Books  dstd. — SpeVing — Lee's  and  Commings\  Reading^-YtMn^  Lady's  Cla^s  Bonk, 
Worccitter'ii  2d,  3d  and  4lh  Books,  Scuti's  Lossous.  G^rcmmar— Smith's  and  Murray's.  0«- 
o;pfrap/iy— OIney's,  Smith's,  Parley's.  ^ri'/^iN#>tic— Adams',  Smith's  and  Culburu's.  All  others 
Goodrich's  History,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Day's  Algebra,  Colburu's  Algebra. 

Selection  from  Report.  •  *  •  The  thanks  of  the  school  committes 
are  respectftilly  tendered  to  parents  and  others,  who  have  added  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  schools,  in  the  several  districts,  by  their  timely  visits.  Much  may  be 
done  in  this  way,  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  each  school  in  town.  Each  dis- 
trict committee  should  require  of  the  person  engaged,  a  certificate  of  qualifi- 
cation ii*om  the  school  committee  of  the  town,  before  his  services  com- 
mence.   •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— AuRiN  Bug  bee,  Wm.  P.  Marble. 


/)  A  NA  \^^^  Population,  060.    Valuation,  $\  10,937  25. 

' *       V        Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  92 — In  Winter,  IGO. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Silimmer,  81 — In  Winter,  138. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  163. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,    « — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    . 
ip)  Aggregate  length  of  ihe  Schools,  18  mths— In  Summer,  8  14— In  Winter,  9  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  4— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— .M.  *— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  monlh  including;  board— To  Males,  5I8  90— To  Fcma.es,  $1  (X. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Malps,  ^6  40^-Of  Females,  ^3  83. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  512  50-Of  Females,  53  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5*10. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $\^  03. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .^Aggregate  of  months  kept,        . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,        . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 
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looKS  vsvD^^Speiling^Verry^s  and  Webster's.  Reading—Flnt  and  Second  Class  Books 
.  ^u  'J'estaiiient.  Grammar — Murray's  and  Smith's.  Geography— OXwBy^s.  Arithmptic^- 
Adams'.  AU  others — Praukfin  Primer,  Bfake's  Philosophy,  Perry's,  Johnson's  and  Walker's 
Diclionaries. 

SzLSCTioird  FROM  Report.  •  •  In  No.  1,  the  teacher  was  not  exam- 
ined. *  *  On  the  whole,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  schools  were  taught 
by  persons  who  were  well  qualified  for  the  business,  and  that  the  schools  made 
considemble  proficiency  in  the  several  branches  of  arithmetic,  geography,  Eng- 
lish grammar,  writitig,  reading  and  spelling,  excepting  one.    «    *    « 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Joshua  Flago,  Enoch  BARsonf  s,  Jvstus  Woods. 


D  O  Uf^  r  A^  ?  ^' '  Population,  1 ,713.    Valuation,  Jf316,448  00. 

J    "       '       '       *       t       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  334— lu  Winter,  439. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — hi  Summer,  24G — hi  Winter.  319. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  483. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  60. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  72. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  45  mths.  7  days. — hi  Summer,  2^^ — in  tVinter,  22  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  2 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Alales,  $"23  37— To  Females,  $IZ  SO, 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^6  87 — Ol  t  emalcs,  $&  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $]b  5&— Of  Females,  $1 00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Sihools,  including  only  the  wagus  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  S^^- 

(11)  Amoonl  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Pablic  Schools,  ^19. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  moutiui  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorpoiaied  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7  —Average  No.  of  Scholars,  100.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ;|^160. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^,300  00— Income  from  same,  |[198  00. 

B«»oKs  USED. — Spc//i»a*— National.    Reading — An.erican  First  Class  Book,  Introduction  to 
the  National  Reader,     {grammar— Smith's.     6rea^rap/i«— Oluey's.     ArWi'metic—Smhli'H  and 

Selections  from  Report.  •  •  Your  committee  are  happy  in  being 
&I>ie  to  Rtate,  that,  in  general,  the  condition  of  the  schooLs,  the  past  year,  tis 
compared  with  former  years,  has  been  such  as  to  warrant  them  in  the  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion,  that  there  is  in  them,  a  mtnifest  and  decided  improve- 
nient,  •  «  Your  committee  have  endeavored  to  discliarge  their  duty  with  all 
fidelity  in  the  examination  of  teachers ; — they  have  done  what  they  couhl  to 
protect  the  town  from  teachers  of  a  manifest  incompetency,  and  the  districts, 
irom  the  worse  than  useless  burden  of  unlearned  and  unskilful  instructers.  *  * 

^'^ley  have  visited  each  school  at  the  opening  and  closing  thereof^  as  the  law 
Squires,  and  can  with  truth  say,  that,  with  one  exception,  the  schools,  both 
summer  and  winter,  have  made  as  much  progress,  and,  in  their  final  exainina- 
uou  at  the  close,  appeared  as  satisfactory,  as  your  committee  had  reason  to 

^^ity  of  discipline  and  defect  in  the  government  of  the  school  are  defects 

J^Dwh  a  school  committee  are  scarcely  ever  able  to  detect  in  a  teacher,  until 

^  school  has  commenced  and  the  opening  examination  discloses  it.    Your 

oinmittee  need  scarcely  say,  that,  in  all  cases,  school  committees  should  limit 
^'^'^^rtificate  of  approbation  to  the  literary  qualifications  of  the  candidate, 
^(J  he  should  always  be  informed,  that,  unless  his  government  be  good,  his 
^i^cate  of  literary  qualifications  will  not  avail  him,  or  entitle  him  to  compea- 
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sation.  And  your  committee  would  here  remark,  that  one  of  the  greatest  de- 
fects, in  the  practical  administration  of  our  Common  School  system,  is  the 
lack  of  government    •    •    • 

Your  committee  would  close  their  report,  by  adverting  to  the  heedlessness 
and  inattention  of  parents  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools,,  as  one  of  the  greatest 
ohstacles  to  the  successful  working  of  the  system.  Oyr  schools  are  dead,  be- 
cause we,  the  parents,  are  so.  if  we  would  infuse  life  into  our  schools,  we 
must  first  infuse  it  into  ourselves ;  we  must  awake  to  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion and  of  schools,  if  we  would  have  our  children  awake  and  alive  to  it. 
Parents  must  visit  our  schools;  must  see  for  themselves;  take  an  interest  in  the 
expenditures  of  their  school  funds;  and, must,  by  their  presence  at  the  exami- 
nations of  the  schools,  and  at  other  times,  show  their  children  that  they  take  a 
deep  interest  in  their  education,  and  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  good  schools, 
good  teachers  and  good  scholars.  Let  us  be  interested  ourselves  in  this  matter, 
and  our  children's  interest  will  be  increased  in  it.  Our  schoolhouses,  instead 
of  being,  to  our  children,  places  of  gloom,  of  darkness  and  dread,  will  become 
the  abodes  of  cheerfulness,  sought  alter  and  courted  by  children,  as  much  as 
they  are  now  avoided  and  shunned.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Aaroh  A.  Wallis,  Turner  Thater. 


rkfjriT  -p^  5(1)  Population,  1,416.    Valaatioa,  ^431, 779  50. 

UUU1j£,  1,       .      .       .      .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholan  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  333— In  Winter,  413. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  236 — In  Winter,  315. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  399<— >No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  3&. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  54  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  29— In  Winter,  25  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  7— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  523  71 — To  Females,  $^  1  27. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^5  43— Of  Females,  $5  41. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  eiclusive  of  board-^f  Males,  $IB  2&— Of  Females,  $5  86. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^l^OOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^I^O. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  44. — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars,  42. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^500. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  47.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^96. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — Webster's.  12«arf»iig— 'Worcester's  Primer,  Young  Reader,  Wor- 
cester's Third  Book,  Select  Reader,  New  Testament.  f7ramma^— Smith's.  Geography-— 0\- 
ney's  and  Hall's.  ArWimetic — Colburn's  Mental  and  Adams'.  All  otlurt — Olney's  History  of 
the  U.  S.,  WatU  on  the  Mind. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  discharging  their  duty  at  this  time, 
the  committee  respectfiilly  report,  that  they  believe  that  the  money  which 
you  so  liberally  granted  the  last  year,  has  generally  been  judiciously  and  wisely 
expended.    •    •    * 

*  *  The  committee  could  say  to  you,  that  suck  and  audi  schools  have  been 
of  the  first  class,  and  that  8V4ik  have  been  good  ones,  and  that  such  others  have 
been  of  an  indifferent  character,  in  which  but  little  has  been  done.  And 
where  there  has  been  any  thing  like  a  failure,  it  has  been  owing  to  what  we 
sometimes  call  a  want  of  "  tact  in  school  teaching."    «    *    « 

*  *  One  [schoolhouse]  hAs  undergone  thorough  repairs,  and  is  convenient 
Another  has  been  removed  to  a  more  pleasant  and  central  location  ; — and  one 
new  house  has  been  built.    It  is  a  fine,  commodious  school-room,  and  it  has 
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been  kept  in  the  choicest  manner,  which  speaks  well  for  the  teachers  and 
scholars  A  new,  clean,  conyenient  and  pleasant  school-room,  has  charms  for 
scholars,  which  an  old,  dirty,  unple&sant  one  never  can  have. 

Your  committee  have  made  special  effort,  to  have  the  same  seHes  of  books 
in  each  school,  so  that  all  the  scholars  may  be  taught  on  the  same  plan.  It  is 
earnestly  requested,  that  the  districts  will  aid  the  committee  in  their  efforts  to 
have  a  uniform  series  of  books  throughout  the  town.  This  can  be  done  by 
purchasing  such  books,  and  such  only,  as  the  committee  recommend. 

The  committee  would  recommend,  that  there  be  still  greater  care  in  the  se- 
lection of  teachers.  They  should  not  be  employed  simply  because  they  wish 
to  teach.  There  should  be  in<fuiry  on  the  part  of  the  prudential  committees^ 
respecting  their  character,  habits,  and  probable  influence  in  the  schools.  The 
whole  community  should  take  a  high  stand  on  the  subject  of  teachers,  and  then 
they  will  have  teachers  of  a  high  order.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Walter  Follett,  Abiel  Healt. 


Ji^TTOTTTi  TTR  C*  \  ^^)  Population,  2,662.    ValuaiioD,  5406,879  75. 

riJ.  OXIX5  Ult  Lr,  .       .       .       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  13. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  640 — In  Winter,  674. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  414 — In  Winter,  500. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  706. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  58.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  86. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  68  mths.  14  days. — In  Summer,  35  7— In  Winter,  33  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.   — F.  16. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9 — F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  5^4  38 — To  Females,  $IZ  98. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $1  05. — Of  Females,  %b  96. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\1 33— Of  Females,  %1 02. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  %\j£iCO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^20. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2.^Aggregate  of  montlis  kept,  24.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  68.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^513. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  jf        .—Income  from  same,  % 

Books  used — Spelling — Emerson's  National.  J2ca<fii^^^--CIas8ical  Reader,  Second  Clas- 
sical Reader,  Juvenile  and  Popular  Lessons,  Worcester's  Primer.  Gramrnar— Smith's.  Ge- 
ograjihxf — ^Malte-Brun's,  Smith's,  Parley's.    Arithmetic — Ejnerson's,  Adams'  and  Colburu's. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Of  the  schools  collectively  we  are 
constrained  to  say,  that  they  have  presented  no  marked  improvement  on  those 
of  preceding  years.  A  diversity  of  condition  has  been  apparent.  In  several 
districts,  we  have  witnessed,  with  high  satisfaction,  awakened  interest,  and 
decided  progress.  In  others,  insubordination  arjd  habits  of  idleness  have  pre- 
vailed; and,  as  a  necessary  reside,  the  efforts  of  the  teacher,  however  faithful, 
have  been  comparatively  fruitless  of  good.    *    *    * 

*  *  More  attention  than  has  been  common  in  the  selection  of  teachers 
must  be  given,  both  to  their  literary  attainments,  and  to  their  capacity  to  com- 
municate knowledge,  and  to  govern  a  school.  The  idea  should  never  be  en- 
tertained,, that  every  individual,  who  can  pass  a  good  examination,  in  the 
branches  of  study  required  by  law,  is  competent  to  be  entrusted  with  the  edu- 
cation of  your  children.  Good  teachers  love  their  chosen  occupation ;  are  inter- 
ested in  the  improvement,  intellectual  and  moral,  of  the  rii<ing  generation ; 
and  are  severely  disappointed,  {whatever  'pecuniary  compensation  they  may  re- 
ceive, when  the  trut  purpose  of  their  office  is  not  advancing.    Aptness  to  teach, 
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autboritj  of  manner,  softened  by  a  well  rogtikted  teoaiwr,  cultmted  tutte,  «iid 
a  couiteoira  deportment,  are  not  iess  imfwitant,  than  that  amottnt  of  infonsft* 
tion,  ivbich  is  always  expected.  It  may  be  thought,  that  this  respoRsihility 
rests  solely  with  the  examining  committee.  Is  it  tlius,  in  fact  ?  Several  of  the 
above  named  salifications,  in  a  teacher,  can  be  ascertained,  only  by  inquiry  of 
tiiose,  to  whom  he  is  familiarly  known,  and  by  whom  be  has  been  eii4iloyed* 
And,  besides  this,  the  circumstances,  under  which  teacheni^  are  usually  exam*- 
ined,  seem  almost  to  forbid,  with  the  exception  of  extreme  eases,  the  fxioe  «s«> 
erciseoftbat  discretionaiy  power,  with  whicb  liie  eommittea  are  legally  in- 
vested. Public  notice  has  usually  been  given,  that  the  committee  will  be  in 
session,  on  certain  days,  for  several  weeks,  preceding  the  fsorameucement  of 
our  summer  and  winter  schools,  ior  the  exaniinotion  of  teachers.  But  very 
rarely,  have  any  considerable  numlier  of  candidates  been  pneasot,  at  these 
times.  I'be  more  common  course  is  this ;  one  or  two  days  before  the  school 
is  to  be  opened,  the  indivitlual,  who  has  engoged  to  become  its  teacher  if  he 
can  obtain  a  certificate,  calls  on  the  committee,  and  a^ks  to  be  examined.  Now, 
it  must  be  very  obvious,  that,  unless  there  is  marked  deficiency  in  literary 
attainments,  the  desired  certificate  will  not  be  with  I. olden.  Notice  has  been 
given,  throughout  the  dit<trict,  that  the  teacher  has  arrived,  that  the  school  will 
commence,  on  the  second  or  the  third  day.  If  approbation  i>e  refused*  there 
is  a  general  di$ii|)pointtr>eiit  to  parents  and  children  ;  another  instructer  must 
be  found;  and  those,  who  are  coni|Hitent,  are  gpnerally  engaged;  and,  not  un- 
frequently.  when  this  course  is  adopteii,  the  committee  are  ceusured,  as  ii'they 
were  unfriendly  to  the  wellare  ot  the  district. 

Ilencu,  eertifirntes  are  sometimes  given,  as  a  choice  of  evils,  when,  under 
difiTereiit  cir('uoii<tanres,  they  would  Im  withliohien.  ,We,  therefore,  urge  upon 
the  prudential  contuiittee,  the  importance  of  inquiry,  concerning  the  general, 
not  lens  than  the  literary,  qualificaticuis  of  thoi*e,  to  whom  they  would  commit 
the  charge  of  iheir  re.<ipective  schools;  and  also,  to  sectu'e  their  examination, 
several  uet^ks  if  possible,  previous  to  tlie  time  assigned  for  the  commencement 
of  their  ofiiicial  laUtrs. 

I'iie  I'OfiiUiittee  »Ick>  res|)ectful]y  urge,  upon  parents  and  guardians,  the  value 
of  a  strong  and  |>ersfvering  interef<t,  not  only  felt  but  manifested,  in  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children,  and  the  welftire  of  their  schools.  To  such,  we  would  say, 
this  work  is  emplmtically  xour  own.  Couunittees  and  teachers  are  but  auxilia- 
ries in  its  exe<*iiii(»n ;  to  them,  our  own  responsibility  cannot  he  transferred, 
tliey  are  hut  )our  agents  Will  you  not  watch  their  efforts  ?  Will  you  not  aid 
tlietn  in  their  laljors,  by  endeavoring  to  inspire  the  minds  of  those  immediately 
about  you,  over  whom  your  influence  is  constant,  with  a  tliirsf  for  knowledge, 
and  a  love  of  improvement  ?  You  may  do  much,  by  iitcideutal  remarks,  by 
daily  inquiries,  concerning  their  progress,  and  by  your  presence  in  the  place  of 
their  insi ruction.  In  several  districts,  the  past  year,  there  has  been  a  manifest 
imjH'ovenient,  in  this  particular,  on  the  part  of  parents ;  and  it  has  been  follow- 
ed by  a  corresponding  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  schools.  An  impulse  is 
given  to  the  minds  of  the  young ;  they  see,  ahd  feel,  that  ^e  object,  for 
which  they  daily  assemble,  is  dear  to  the  hearts  of  those,  whose  opinions  they 
roost  truly  reverence,  whose  approval  is  the  highest  reward. 

We  wish,  fiirther,  to  suggest  to  parents,  the  necessity  of  impressing  the 
minds  of  their  children  with  the  idea,  that  they  must  render  unqualified  obedi- 
ence to  the  directions  of  th^ir  teacher.  If  these  directions  are  unwise,  or  un- 
reasonable, let  parents,  in  private,  labor  for  their  correction  ;  but  never  encour- 
age, in  the  young,  habits  of  insubordination.  On  this  point,  we  cannot  but  ex- 
press the  feur,  that  notions,  radically  wrong,  are  becoming  generally  prevalent 
There  is  a  dangerous  unwillingness  to  submit  to  rightful  authority.  We  would 
ever  discourage  austerity  of  manner,  and  severity,  in  the  infliction  of  punish- 
ment. Let  the  manner  be  kind,  and  the  government  parental.  Still,  authority 
must  be  maintained,  and  obedience  must  be  enforced.  It  is  believed,  if  parents 
universally  frowned  on  their  children,  instead  of  condoling  with  them,  when 
subjected  to  wholesome  disci]>line  for  the  correction  of  their  faults,  that  judi- 
cious teachers  would,  very  rarely,  find  any  necessity  for  rcForting  to  harsh 
measures,  in  maintaining  the  order  and  quietness  of  their  schools.  We  urge 
this  course  upon  parents,  because  there  can  be  np  considerable  intellectual 
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tAnmement  in  that  Bcbool,  tn  which  order  and  ebadience  .are  not  habitual. 
Ijwtoneep  might  he  eited  lo  verify  this  etateoieDt    The  committee  have  I^Mod 
schools,  under  kind  and  well  educated  teachers,  making  but  little,  if  any,  lite^^ 
rary  advancement,  for  this  single  reason,  that,  in  the  school,  there  were  no  just 
ideas  of  the  respect,  due  from  the  pupils  to  the  teacher. 

There  is  another  view,  under  which  this  subject  should  be  presented.  The 
acquisition  of  knowledge  is  not  the  sole  end  of  education.  The  formation  of 
character  is  its  highest  object  You  would  prepare  your  children  for  the  duties 
and  resDonsiidlitiea  of  maturer  liA»*  It  is,  therefore,  necessary,  that,  in  early 
years,  they  should  acquire  habits  of  obedieuce,  and  of  submission  to  whole-* 
acme  restraint.  They  should  go  to  school,  with  the  impression,  that,  while 
they  are  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  knowledge,  they  are  also  to  be  gov- 
erned.' •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— <:;alvin  LiircoLir,  Ebenezir  W.  Bvllard,  N.  W.  Smith, 
A.  CiiocKSRy  Thomas  Qs  C^i^owslIv 

GARDNER  \  '^^  Population,  1,276.    Valuation,  gl9B,W  60. 

'         *       *      *       c       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 
[I)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  270^In  Winter,  275. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  tjie  School»^In  Summer,  194 — In  Winter,  205. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  324-^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  ov^r  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  99. 

(5)  Aggiegate  length  of  the  Schools,  32  mths.  25  days.— In  Sun^mer,  20  3— In  Winter,  12  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Suroraer^-M,   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — il.  6 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  j^29  44— To  FemaleSi  ^11  75. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5^  1^ — Of  Females,  $5  40. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^21  33 — Of  Females,  ^6  35. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wi^ges  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  fGOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools, 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  k9pl»     »-«Avejag9  npmb^r  of 
Scholars,         ..-^Aggregale  paid  for  tuition,  $       '  . 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  S^^ools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prc^ong  Common 

Schools,  S.F— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— "Average  No.  of  Scholars,  S8.*^AggTe* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $90, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  jf        . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — New  National.  Reading — Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  American 
First  Class  Book.  Grammar — Pond's  Murray's  ancTSmith's.  Creograp/iy— Malte-Brun's,  Ol- 
ney's  and  Peter  Parley's.    Arithmetic-^AdAtM*  and  Smith's,  Colburn's  First  Lessons. 

Selections  from  ReI^oet.  *  *  In  the  course  of  the  time  your  com- 
mittee have  been  engaged  in  the  duty  of  visiting  the  schoolsi  we  have  not  been 
able  to  recognise  the  presence  of  but  a  few  of  the  parents  in  school.  We  think 
the  iababitants  of  this  town  would  not  hire  a  mechanic,  to  do  a  job  of  work  for 
tbem,  and  then  leave  the  business  to  take  care  of  itself  J  without  giving  them* 
selves  any  further  concern  about  it.  This  seems  to  be  too  much  the  case,  as 
regards  the  education  of  their  children.  *  *  We  would  earnestly  im* 
press  upon  your  minds,  the  importance  of  furnishing  the  schools  with  an  appa- 
ratus, for  the  illustration  of  the  different  branchest  hat  are  taught  in  our  schools ; 
—the  advantages,  we  are  satisfied,  would  be  incalculable.  We  venture  to  say 
that  more  than  one-half  of  the  time  would  be  saved,  in  teaching  some  of  the 
branches,  in  our  schools,  if  we  could  have  a  suitable  apparattis.  And  the  com- 
mittee would  further  suggest  to  the  town,  the  propriety  of  choosing  a  commit- 
tee, to  take  itiio  consideration  the  expediency  of  purchasing  some  geographical 
^d  philosophical  apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  achools* 
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*  *  In  ooneliMOD,  we  have  only  to  add,  that  we  think  it  would  be  highly 
beneficial  if  more  funds  were  raised,  eo  that  our  schools  might  be  prolong- 
ed,  •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Mabtih  Dusbtxr,  Theo.  P.  Wood,  Jona.  Brows. 


r^DAZ^rrrwr  J(l)Popalatioii,«;910.    Valaalion.  5551,189  25. 

ixHAI*  1  Uiyj  ....       J       Number  of  Public  SchpoU,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  GSS—In  Winter,  691. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  449— In  Winter,  636. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  752.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     w — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  70  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  34— In  Winter,  36  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer- M.  2— F.  It.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  529  81— To  Females,  glZ  05. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  58  75— Of  Females,  55  87. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  521  06— Of  Females,  g7  18. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $\fiEl. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .^-Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  150. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 100. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  55,604  00. — Income  from  same,  $^l  38. 

Books  used. — Spetft^^v— Webster's,  Cummings'.  Reading' — New  Testament,  Pierpont's 
First  Class  Book,  Child's  Cluide,  Intelligent  Reader.  Grammar — Smith's,  Peter  Parley's,  Ol- 
ney's,  Balbi's.    ArUhmetie~^miih\  Adams',  Emerson's,  Colburn's. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  general,  the  committee  would  re- 
mark of  this  school,  that  in  each  of  its  departments  the  number  of  scholars 
is  too  great  to  be  properly  governed  and  taught  by  one  teacher,  and 
would  recommend  that  for  the  future,  it  be  divided,  as  it  has  sometimes  been, 
into  three  sclioola  The  construction  of  the  schoolhouse  is  defective  in  some 
important  particulars.  It  is  too  low  studded  to  contain  a  sulficient  quantity  of 
air,  for  the  number  of  scholars  it  is  designed  to  accommodate,  and  it  has  no  pro- 
vision for  ventilation.  The  arrangement  of  the  seats  is  very  inconvenient, 
whether  we  regard  the  comfort  of  the  scholars,  whilst  they  occupy  them,  or 
the  facility  of  going  to  and  from  them.  And  it  is  always  olijectionable,  if  it  is 
possibly  avoidable,  to  have  more  than  one  school  in  the  same  house.  If,  how- 
ever, such  an  arrangement  is,  for  any  reason,  deemed  indispensable,  the  house 
should  be  constructed  with  a  door  at  each  end,  a  substantial  partition  through 
the  middle,  sufficient  to  prevent  any  sound  being  heard  from  one  room  to  the 
other,  and  a  fence  which  should  keep  the  pupils  of  the  two  schools  separate 
during  the  recesses.    •    *    * 

With  res|>cct  to  the  venerable  schoolhouse  in  this  district,  the  committee  for- 
bear to  suggest  any  alterations  or  amendments,  not  because  they  consider  it 
faultless,  but  because  they  are  convinced  that  it  would  be  easier  to  make  a  new 
one,  than  to  make  the  present  one  decent.  They  are  of  opinion  that  this  aged 
servant  of  the  district  has  done  its  duty  long  enough,  and  should  be  forever 
discharged  from  further  service. 

•  *  At  the  close  of  the  winter  term,  that  portion  of  the  school  which  sub- 
mitted to  an  examination,  appeared  very  respectably,  and  the  committee  know 
nothing  which  forbids  their  drawing  the  natural  inierence,  that  this  was  the 
best  portion  of  it    A  ntunber  of  the  pupils  had  been  previously  withdrawn,  by 
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two  or  three  of  the  parentg,  with  the  avowed  purpoee,  it  ia  underatood,  of  pre- 
Tenting  their  being  examined  by  the  coairoittee.  The  committee  feel  that  they 
have  had  to  contend  with  the  decided  opposition  of  a  considerable  number  of 
the  parents  in  this  districts,  and  believe  that  the  usefulness  of  the  school  was 
greatly  impaired  by  this  cause.  A  spirit  of  disaffection  among  the  pupils,  in  a 
natural  consequence  of  their  seeing  that  the  committee  have  not  the  confidence 
and  sympathy  of  tlieir  parents,  and  one  powerful  incentive  to  diligence  is  taken 
away,  by  the  knowledge  that  they  will  be  permitted  to  avoid  the  exposure  of 
their  deficiencies,  by  absenting  themselves  from  the  examination.  The  com- 
mittee deeply  regret  this  circumstance,  not  for  their  own  sakes,  for  no  personal 
injury  is  done  to  them  by  it;  they  have  no  interest  in  the  school  adverse  to,  or 
in  any  degree  separate  from,  the  interests  of  the  children  and  the  fiarents. 
They  wish  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  bring  eacih  school  to  the  hij^best  possible 
point  of  eflieiency  and  usefulness,  and  feel  that  for,  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary 
that  they  should  have  the  cooperation  and  support  of  the  parents ;  it  is  with 
pain,  therefore,  that  they  see  parents  impairing  the  value  ot  the  means  of  in- 
struction, which  their  children  might  have  enjoyed,  and  throwing  the  whole 
weight  of  parental  influence  into  the  scale  of  insubordination.  The  committee 
are  aware  of  no  cause  which  could  have  produced  this  state  of  feeling,  unless 
it  were  the  rule  which  they  have  uniformly  observed,  of  taking  the  examina- 
tions of  the  schools  entirely  into  their  own  hands.    *    •    * 

*  *  The  appearance  of  this  school,  and  the  progress  of  the  scholars,  were 
such  as  to  afiford  the  committee  high  ffratification  at  the  summer  examination. 
The  winter  term  is  not  yet  closed.  The  schoolhouse  is  by  far  the  best  in 
town.  It  is  light,  airy,  cheerful  and  convenient,  and  its  external  appearance  is 
ornamental  to  the  section  of  the  town  in  which  it  is  situated.  Such  a  school- 
house  must  be  an  Inducement  to  the  children  to  eo  to  school,  and  must  give 
them  an  additional  interest  in  their  attendance.  The  committee  would  gladly 
anticipate  the  time,  when  all  the  schoolhouses  in  town  will  be  equally  attrac- 
tive. 

The  subject  of  most  anxious  deliberation,  and  of  the  greatest  practical  diffi- 
culty, which  has  occupied  the  committee  during  the  year,  has  been  the  organi- 
zation of  the  high  school.  It  is  unfortunate  that  this  undertaking,  which,  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  was  not  optional  on  the  part  of  the  town,  but  was  absolutely 
required  of  it,  under  a  penalty,  by  a  statute  of  the  Commonwealth,  should  have 
begun  with  the  opposition  of  a  considerable  minority,  and  that  that  minority 
should  have  been  so  swelled  by  the  disappointment  of  the  unreasonable  expec- 
tations, entertained  by  many  respecting  it.  So  numerous  and  discordant  were 
these  expectations,  that  the  satisfaction  i)f  even  a  bare  majority,  was  utterly 
hopeless ;  and  no  course  was  left  to  the  committee,  but  to  adopt  that  plan 
which,  according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  would  make  the  school  most 
useful  to  the  greatest  number.  Their  operations  were  further  embarrassed  at 
the  outset,  by  the  town's  havinff  devolved  on  them  two  important  and  delicate 
duties,  which,  according  to  the  Taw,  belonged  to  itself;  namely,  the  determina- 
tion of  the  place  or  places  in  which  the  school  should  be  kept ;  and  the  provi- 
sion of  a  suitable  building  or  apartment,  for  its  accommodation.  With  regard 
to  [h^  first  point,  finding  it  impossible  to  gratify  the  wish  which  seemed  to  be 
entertained  by  a  large  number,  that  the  school  should,  at  some  part  of  the 
year,  be  brought  close  to  each  individual's  own  door,  and  believing,  that  as 
many  would  he  dissatisfied  with  three  locationsr  as  with  one,  whilst  the  order 
(md  utility  of  the  school  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  fixing  it  permanently  in 
one  spot,  the  committee  concluded,  after  mature  deliberation,  to  adopt  the  lat- 
ter plan.  With  regard  to  a  room,  it  appeared  plain  to  your  committee,  and 
their  opinion  was  sustained  by  highly  respectable  legal  advice,  that  they  bad 
full  power  to  hire,  purchase,  or  build  a  suitable  apartment,  and  that  the  town 
was  bound  to  pay  for  it,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  made  for  the  support 
of  the  school,  which  could  be  expended  only  for  fuel  and  the  teacher's  com- 
pensation. The  law  imposes  on  the  committee  the  same  duties,  and  confers 
on  it  the  same  powers,  in  reference  to  the  high  school,  as  on  a  prudential  com- 
mittee in  reference  to  a  district  school.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  town,  as  it  is  of 
the  district,  to  provide  a  place  for  its  school ;  and  in  case  of  a  neglect  of  this 
<iuty,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  committee,  as  in  a  similar  case  it  is  the  duty  of 
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the  district  committee^  to  proiide  one  at  the  expenee  ef  their  confltitu* 
entfl.    *   *   * 

The  ti6»  point  to  be  determined,  was,  who  shall  be  admitted  to  this  school  ? 
The  power  of  the  committee  to  **  determine  the  number  and  the  qtialificationi 
Of  the  itcholars  who^hall  be  admitted  to  the  school,  kept  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  town,"  is  derived  from  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  twenty-^third  chapter 
Of  the  Revised  StatateSr  In  the  exercise  of  this  lawful  and  necessary  aatbority, 
the  committee  have  encountered  much  opposition,  and  have  been  the  objects  of 
much  illiberal  Judgment  and  unkind  remark,  from  those  who  either  could  not 
understand,  or  would  not  consider,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and  the  in- 
herent difiSculties  which  encompass  it ;  and  as  this  is  the  onl^  oppcrtunity, 
which  tbev  will  officially  enjoy,  of  explaining  and  defending  their  course,  they 
would  embrace  it,  to  ask  their  iellow-^itizens,  candidly  to  consider  what  course, 
that  could  have  been  adopted,  would  have  been  likely  to  suit  a  greater  number? 
Would  you  have  had  the  committee  open  the  school  to  all  comers,  without  re- 
quiring any  qualifications  at  all  ?  This  Would  have  been  to  make  it  an  over- 
grown, unwieldy  primary  school,  to  which,  at  some  seasons  of  tlie  year,  hun- 
dreds would  flock,  and,  instead  of  appropriating  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  its  support,  you  should  have  voted  five  or  six  times  that  sum,  for  as  many 
teachers,  and  hired  the  whole  Arcade  for  their  accommodation.  Would  you 
have  had  age  a  qualification  for  admission  ?  The  committee  could  see  no  rea- 
son or  propriety  in  this  course.  Age  is  the  qualification  for  admission  into  the 
primary  school,  because  there  education  commences; — ^tbe  primary  school  pre* 
sumes  its  pupils,  on  their  first' entrance,  to  know  nothing;  but  to  receive  schol- 
ars into  a  school  whose  specific  object,  as  described  in  the  law,  is  instruction  in 
the  higher  branches,  requiring  some  previous  knowledge, — without  reference 
to  their  intellectual  qualifications,  and  merely  in  consideration  of  their  age, 
seemed  to  your  committee  as  absurd,  as  to  admit  them  according  to  their 
height,  or  the  color  of  their  hair.  If  a  boy  of  fourteen  knows  little  of  arithme- 
tic, less  of  geography,  and  nothing  of  grammar,  after  having,  for  ten  years^ 
attended  the  district  school,  where  these  branches  are  taught,  why  should  he 
not  continue  to  attend  it,  till  he  has  mastered  these  studies?  Why  establish 
another  school  fpr  his  accommodation  ?  Why  make  a  new  provision  for  an 
object  which  is  already  sufficiently  provided  for  by  the  existing  system  ?  It 
seemed  clear  to  your  committee,  that  the  law  contemplated  in  the  high  school, 
a  seminary,  which  should  carry  on  the  course  of  instruction  pursued  in  the 
primary  school ;  that  it  should  begin  where  the  primary  school  leaves  ofif;  that, 
consequently,  lor  admittance  into  it,  proficiency  should  be  required  in  the 
branches  taught  in  the  primary  school ;  that,  as  the  advantages  of  the  high 
school  would,  by  necessity,  he  confined  to  a  limited  number,  none  should  be 
admitted  to  it,  who  had  any  thing  to  learn  which  could  be  as  well  learned  in 
the  district  school.  Here,  therefore,  and  for  thet^e  reasons,  the  committee  fixed 
their  standard.  And  they  would  ask  their  fellow-citizens  to  consider,  whether 
they  could  reasonably  have  fixed  it  any  where  else  ?  Whether  they  could  have 
avoided  any  practical  difficulty  by  fixing  it  any  where  else  ?  Suppose  they  had 
required  a  fixed  quantity  of  grammar,*  arithmetic  and  geography,  less  than  that 
which  they  actually  required ;  is  it  likely  that  there  Would  have  been  any  less 
discontent?  Let  the  requisitions  be  fixed  where  they  might,  thei*e  would  al- 
ways be  many  who  knew  a  little  less  than  what  was  required,  who  would  be 
consequently  rejected,  whilst  their  neighbors,  who  knew  but  a  little  more, 
would  be  admitted,  and  who,  if  they  were  disposed  to  unreasonable  complaint, 
would  suppose  themselves  in  possession  of  abundant  cause  for  it.  *  *  Noth- 
ing has  been  required,  for  admittance  to  the  high  school,  which  is  not  required 
by  law  to  be  taught  in  the  primai'y  schools.  Nothing  has  been  required  which 
has  not  been  actually  attained  by  boys  of  fourteen  and  even  eleven  years  of  age, 
who  have  enjoyed  no  other  advantages  than  those  furnished  by  the  primary 
schools.  Nothing  has  been  required  which  more  scholars  than  the  high  school 
could  possibly  have  held,  would  have  been  found  to  be  possessed  of,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  previous  low  condition  of  the  primary  schools.  Some  scholars  in 
these  schools,  who  have  made  good  proficiency  in  some  branches  of  study, 
have  wholly  neglected  others;  and  many,  who  have  attended  to  all^  have  never, 
as  they  might,  gone  wholly  through  any  one  of  them.    Your  committee,  there- 


SCHOOL  RETURNS.    •  137 

fore,  have  no  doubt,  that  the  existence  of  a  high  school,  With  such  requisitions 
of  admittance  as  have  been  adopted,  would  exercise  the  happiest  influence  on 
the  district  schools,  and  would  raise  their  character  at  once.  A  motive  to  thor- 
oughness and  completeness  in  study  would  be  presented,  such  as  has  never 
before  existed.  On  the  other  hand,  fix  your  standard  of  requirements  below  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  studies  pursued  in  the  district  schools,  and  an  in- 
jurious effect  upon  those  schools  is  the  inevitable  consequence.  You  will  never 
hare  another  thorough  scholar  in  them ;  the  high  school  will  be  obliged  to 
make  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  district  school,  instead  of  doiug  exclusively  its 
own  proper  work,  and  the  whole  standard  of  education  in  the  town  will  be 
lowered  from  what  it  might  have  been. 

Li  conclusion,  your  committee  would  remind  the  town,  that  the  problem 
submitted  to  them  for  solution  was, — ^given  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  no 
school  room,  to  form  tlie  best  possible  high  school.  Now,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  will  hire  but  one  teacher,  and  one  teacher  can  instruct  and  govern 
but  a  limited  number  of  scholars  Eighty  would  bo  too  large  for  such  a  school, 
but  say,  that  eighty  could  he  admitted,  and  the  committee  were  to  set  about 
fizing  the  qualifications,  either  of  mind  or  body,  which  should  exclude  all  the 
children  in  town  but  eighty; — would  one  course  be  more  likely  than  another 
to  meet  the  approbation  of  those  who  were  determined  not  to  be  satisfied  unless 
their  children  were  immediately  admitted  ? 

Your  committee  nsk  the  attention  of  the  town  to  the  fiicts,  which  have  now 
been  stated,  respecting  the  numUera  of  the  school.  In  answer  to  the  oivjection, 
that  the  standard  of  qualifications  fixed,  would  necessarily  keep  the  school  too 
small,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  forty-seven  pupils  were  at  full  liberty  to  par- 
take in  the  benefits  of  the  school,  and  it  is  no  fault  of  the  conunittee,  that  they 
did  not  do  so;  yet,  if  they  had  all  attended,  they  could  not  have  been  accom- 
modated in  the  only  place,  which  your  committee  were  alile  to  procure.  Your 
committee  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  there  would  have  been  more  reason 
in  the  complaint,  that  they  did  not  admit  sixty  or  seventy  scholars,  if  the  town 
had  furnished  them  with  a  school-room  sufficient  for  that  number  of  pupils. 
In  the  second  place,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  number,  though  small  at  first, 
rapidly  and  steadily  increased.  The  fact  is,  there  are  a  great  many  scholars, 
in  our  district  schools,  who  had  come  nearly  up  to  the  standard  of  requisitions 
for  admission  in  the  high  school,  but  who,  for  want  of  sufficient  stimulus,  had 
never,  and  probably  never  would  have,  reached  it ;  but  who,  as  soon  as  they 
found,  that,  by  a  little  extra  exertion,  they  could  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the 
high  school,  were  induced  to  make  the  efrort,  and  made  it  successfully.  Thus, 
the  high  school  had  scarcely  come  into  existence,  before  its  beneficial  influence 
upon  the  primary  schools  began  to  be  felt.  It  must  be  obvious  to  any  one,  who 
will  bestow  the  slightest  attention  upon  the  subject,  that  the  smnllness  of  the 
number,  at  first,  was  merely  incident  to  the  commencement  of  such  an  under- 
taking; and  your  committee  are  convinced,  that,  if  the  school  is  continued,  the 
force  of  the  objection  adverted  to,  will  be,  every  day,  growing  less;  that  more 
than  can  be  conveniently  accommodated  and  taught,  in  one  school,  will  be 
found  qualified,  and  that  the  greatest  difficulty,  which  future  committees  will 
tneet,  will  be  in  deciding  the  claims  of  those,  who  are  qualified,  by  their  attain- 
ments, for  admission.    *    *    * 

One  of  the  general  topics,  connected  with  the  condition  of  the  schools,  upon 
which  the  committee  are  most  anxious  to  communicate  their  views  to  the  town, 
is  the  manner  of  conducting  the  examinations.  The  committee  have  taken 
these  examinations  chiefly,  or  entirely,  into  their  own  hands;  and  they  have 
reason  to  suppose,  that  this  practice  has,  in  some  instances,  given  ofi[ence. 
But  they  see  not,  how  they  can,  in  any  other  way,  faithfully  perform  the  duties 
expected  of  them,  or  promote  the  best  interest  of  the  schools  committed  to 
their  trust  It  is  their  duty  to  report,  to  the  town,  the  condition  of  the  several 
schools ;  but  what  can  they  know  of  the  actual  condition  of  a  school,  in  which 
they  are  merely  present,  when  an  examination,  or,  as  it  should  more  properly 
be  called,  an  exhibition^  of  the  school  is  conducted  by  the  teacher.  The  com- 
mittee may  enter  one  school,  in  which  every  question  is  promptly  and  cor- 
rectly answered,  by  each  scholar,  ere  the  last  word  ia  out  of  the  teacher's 
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month ;  not  a  tiiistake  may  be  made,  thronghout  the  whole  proeesa;  atid  the 
school  may  make,  what  is  called,  a  splendid  appearance  ^  yet  it  mav  be^  that 
half,  or  a  greater  part,  of  the  term  haa  been  wasted^  in  gettmg  up  this  show ; 
the  scholars  may  have  been  answering  those  same  questions  every  day  for 
weeka ;  they  may  know  nothing  of  the  subjects,  on  which  they  recite,  but  what 
is  contained  in  these  answers ;  they  cannot  b^  said  to  knew  eren  that ;;  they 
have  merely  learned  it  by  rote,  as  parrots  might  have  done,  with  but  little 
more  training.  Yet  the  committee  must  not  dispel  this  delusion  by  a  single 
word  ^  they  must  appear  perfectly  satisfied,  dispense  the  expected  portion  of 
praise,  and  thus  make  themselves  accessories  to  the  imposture*  They  enter 
another  school,  where  the  teacher  has  been  faithful  and  honest ;  he  has  spent 
the  terra,  in  laboring  to  communicate  to  his  pupils,  true  knowledge ;  he  has 
made  no  preparation  for  the  examination,  except  a  general  review  ^  and  asks 
such  questions,  as  happen  to  occur  to  him  at  the  time.  His  scholars^  perhaps, 
sometimes  hesitate ;  they  are  obliged,  occasionally,  to  stop  and  think,  and  make 
some  mistakes ;  yet,  in  fact,  they  have  made  real  progress,  and  gained  no  in- 
considerable accessions  of  valuable  knowledge.  But  this  school,  judging  only 
froiEl  the  appearances,  which  they  are  permitted  to  witness,  the  committee 
must  set  down  far  below  the  other.  How  can  this  injustice  be  rectified, 
except  by  the  committee's  conducting  the  examinations^  themselves  ? 

But,  it  is  said,  that  the  scholars  are  accustomed  to  their  teacher's  voice,  and 
manner  of  asking  questions,  and  can,  therefore,  answer  more  readily,  when 
questioned  by  him.  Your  committee  would  suggest,  that,  if  this  is  true,  it 
furnishes  a  strong  argument,  in  favor  of  the  practice,  for  which  they  contend. 
Can  that  be  truly  called  knowledge,  or  is  it.  available  for  any  useful  purpose, 
which  is  forthcoming  only  at  the  bidding  of  one  particular  voice  ?  If  the 
teacher  asks  a  pupil  a  question,  he  knows  the  subject  inquired  about ;  if  any  one 
else  asks  him,  or  if  any  of  the  exigences  of  life  brings  his  knowledge  into  de- 
mand, he  knows  not  What  sort  of  knowledge  is  that  ?  Is  the  pupil  to  carry 
his  teacher  with  him  through  life,  to  ask  him  questions,  whenever  it  is  neces- 
sary to  bring  his  knowledge  into  use  ?  if  a  thing  is  really  known,  it  can  be 
produced  in  answer  to  any  body's  questioning,  and  this  is  a  good  test  of  real 
knowledge.  One  great  means  of  producing  thoroughness,  and  completeness 
of  knowledge,  would  be  the  anticipation  of  an  examination,  in  which  the  pupils 
would  be  questioned  by  a  new  voice,  and  be  obliged  to  rely,  for  their  answers, 
on  the  general  information  they  have  gained,  upon  the  subject  of  the  exami- 
nation. A  school,  accustomed  to  be  examined  in  this  matiner,  is  in  a  fair  way 
to  attain  <a  manly  maturity  of  intellect,  and  the  valuable  habit  of  self-reliance. 
The  pupils  of  any  other  school  are  kept  perpetually  in  leading  strings,  and  will 
find  themselves  wofully  deficient,  when  they  come  out  into  the  business  of  i-eal 
life.  It  would  be  a  subject  of  deep  regret,  that  the  presence  of  the  comniittee 
should  operate  as  a  spell  on  the  faculties  of  the  pupils;  nor  do  your  committee 
believe,  that  this  is,  to  any  great  extent,  the  case.  There  are,  it  is  true,  occa- 
sional cases  of  extreme  constitutional  timidity,  which  are  obvious,  and  to  which, 
all  necessary  indulgence  will  undoubtedly  be  ever  shown  But  diffidence  is 
not  one  of  the  besetting  weaknesses  of  youth  of  the  present  day.  There  is  ratfier 
a  tendency  to  forwardness,  and  a  readiness  to  show  what  is  confidently  known. 
The  objection  to  being  examined  by  the  committee  will  be,  generally,  found  to 
arise  from  the  consciousness  of  crude,  uncertain,  half-knowledge ;  and,  if  the 
practice,  which  your  committee  recommend,  is  given  up,  such  will  continue  to 
be  the  character  of  the  knowledge,  communicated  in  our  schools.  The  custom 
of  conducting  examinations  by  the  teachers  alone,  is  a  relic  of  antiquity,  of 
which,  your  committee  believe,  traces  are  now  to  be  found,  in  very  few  towns 
in  the  Slate.  In  concluding  this  topic,  the  committee  would  earnestly  protest 
against  any  feeling,  on  the  part,  either  of  parents  or  children,  which  regards 
the  public  guardians  and  superintendents  of  the  schools  in  any  other  light, 
than  as  friends,  indulgent  friends,  who  have  the  best  iuterests  of  the  pupils  at 
heart  No  committee,  whom  the  town  can  choose  to  this  im|K>rtant  trust,  can 
.  ever  entertain  other  sentiments,  towards  the  objects  of  their  charge.  They 
will  enter  the  schools,  not  with  a  view  of  spying  out  deficiencies,  and  harshly 
exposing  them,  but  to  perform  the  truly  kind  office  of  indicating  what  is  want- 
ing, and  suggesting  the  remedy ;  they  will  make  indulgent  allowance  for  the 
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imperfteticMis  and  mistakes  they  inay  witness,  and  will  sincerely  rejoice  in,  and 
gladly  acknowledge,  every  indication  of  genuine  improvement.    •    *    *     ^ 

The  committee  have  noted  several  points,  in  the  construction  of  the  school- 
houses,  on  which  they  intended  to  express  their  views,  but  will  mention  but 
two,  and  those  very  briefly.  The  need  of  suitable  shades  to  the  windows  of 
oar  schoolhouses,  with  but  one  exception,  it  is  believed,  if  with  any,  is  most 
urgent.  In  some  districts,  close  shuKers  are  provided;  in  others,  none  at  all ; 
leaving^  the  alternative  of  enduring  the  scorching  heat  and  blinding  light  of 
the  sun,  or  sitting  in  total  darkness,  unless,  indeed,  a  scanty  and  insufficient 
shelter  is  obtained,  by  stretching  shawls  and  handkerchiefs  across  the  windows. 
The  ventilation  of  the  school-rooms  also  demands  attention  The  necessity' 
of  soaie  provision,  for  this  purpose,  must  be  readily  acknowledged  by  any  one, 
who  has  entered  one  of  our  schools,  from  the  bracing  atmosphere  of  a  cold 
winter  afternoon.  Such  a  visiter  can  easily  call  to  mind  the  feeling  of  sufibca- 
tion,  with  which  he  was  immediately  seized ;  the  drowsiness,  which  soon  crept 
over  him,  and  the  loss  of  about  half  his  intellect,  which  was  the  consequence 
of  a  half  hour's  stay.  These  are  the  natural  effects  of  the  same  quantity  of  air 
being  breathed  over  and  over  again,  and  would  be  easily  prevented,  by  a  sim- 
ple contrivance,  by  which  the  air  would  l)e  permitted  to  pass  off  as  rapidly  as 
it  is  respired,  and  its  place  taken  by  a  fresh  supply  from  without.  The  drow- 
siness, and  loss  of  intellectual  energy,  produced  upon  the  transient  visiter,  are 
the  habitual  effect  of  a  badly  ventilated  house  upon  the  pupils ;  and  it  must  be 
acknowledged,  that  this  is  a  serious  evil,  in  a  place,  where  the  very  business 
carried  on  is,  the  exercise  and  improvement  of  the  mind.  It  would  be  making 
but  a  low  calculation  of  this  eflect  to  say,  that  half  the  usefulness  of  most  of 
our  schools  is  thus  dtotroyed.    ^    *    ^  - 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Jno.  Jennings,  Thos.  C.  Biscge,  Cazneau  PALFaET;  Le- 
vi Rawson. 
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TJATfTl  Virm  TC  M'^  Population,  1,818.    Valuation;  ^^476,185  00. 

tlAUlJ  yyi  O  A,      .       .       .       }       Number  of  Public  Schools,  IL 

(2)  No.  or  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  tlie  Schools — In  Summer,  509— In  Winter,  619. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  413 — In  Winter,  549. 

{4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  ^^ears  of  age  in  the  town,  600. — No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  fittend  School,  20. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  60. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  68  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  34  14r-In  Winter,  34. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Suramer--M.   — F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^23  36— To  Females,  ^10  18. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $5  09— Of  Females,  $4, 36. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^18  27— Of  Females,  $5  82. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  tajces  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teacher^,  board  .«^d  fuel,  Jg:i/)00  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  «ind  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  J[200. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  .  .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .-Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolpng  Common 

Schools,  1 ^Aggregato  of  m9aths  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^60. 

(14)  Amottnt  of  Local  Fivids,  ^200  00.— Income  from  same,  £12  00. 

Books  used. — Spelling — National.  iJeorfin^;^— American  First  Class  Book.  Orammar—' 
Smith's  and  Pond's.   Geography^  Smith's  and  Olney's.   -4ri<Ame«c— Adams'  New  and  Smith's. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  And  here  we  cannot  forbear  from  re- 
marking, that  much  of  the  usefulness  of  our  Common  Schools  is  lost,  by  the 
unwarrantable  indifference  and  inattention  of  parents,  and  others,  who  have  an 
interest  in  them. 
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A  teacher  may  be  ever  so  faithful,  and  ever  so  well  qualified  for  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  to  those  placed  under  his  care,  but,  if  he  be  deprived  of 
the  sympathy,  the  cooperation  and  the  encouragement  of  parents,  he  will  have 
but  indifiereut  success.  His  labors,  and  the  money  expended,  will  be,  in  a 
measure,  thrown  away.  Our  Common  Schools,  with  the  present  liberal  pro- 
vision for  their  support,  are  capable  of  producing  almost  an  infinite  amount  of 
good  to  the  rising  generation.  But,  to  receive  this  benefit,  to  make  them  as 
profitable  as  they  may  be  made,  much,  very  much,  depends  on  the  parents  and 
guardians  of  children.  *  *  A  failure,  inv  this  respect,  has  been  greatly 
detrimental  to  the  progress  and  usefulness  of  our  schools.  We  are  happy  in 
being  ahle  to  state,  however,  that  in  this  town  there  appears  to  be  a  growing 
interest  on  this  subject.  More  attention  has  been  paid  to  our  schools,  by 
parents,  in  general,  the  past  year,  than  usual.  At  the  close  of  the  winter 
schools,  we  were  favored  with  the  presence  of  a  considerable  number,  with 
one  exception.  *  *  There  are  other  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  progress 
of  our  schools,  which,  however,  are  not  probably  confined  to  this  town  alone, — 
such  as  cold  and  inconvenient  schoolhouses,  want  of  dry  fuel,  incompetent 
and  unfaithful  teachers  On  these  topics  we  shall  make  no  comment,  but 
trust  there  may  soon  be  improvement.    *    »    • 

The  committee  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  registers  so  construct- 
ed, that  the  names  of  all  scholars  may  be  inserted  therein ;  so  that  the  visiting 
committee  can  have  certain  information  what  scholars  are  most  regular  or 
irregular  in  their  attendance.  We  highly  approve  of  registers;  but  we  want, if 
possible,  they  should  give  us  more  information. 

Some  of  our  committee  have  lieen  intimately  connected,  either  as  teachers 
or  committee,  with  the  schools  in  this  town,  for  the  last  GiVe  and  twenty  years; 
and  if  tliat  term  of  time  entitles  our  opinion  to  any  weight,  we  say,  that  since 
the  regulations  made  by  law,  and  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Education,  bave 
been  in  operation,  a  great  improvement  is  evident  in  our  schools.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Walter  BIakdell,  N.  B.  Janes,  R.  S.  Pope,  Ira   P. 
Gould. 


FT  A  R  VA  RD  J  ^^  ^  Population,  1,566.    Valualion,  ^357,549  33. 

'      *       *       *      "       C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  320-~In  Winter,  496. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  226 — In  Winter,  382. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  424. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  43  roths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  22  14— In  Winter,  21  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^-M.  8— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^26  57 — ^To  Females,  ^10  99. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $S  28— Of  Females,  $5  65. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^18  29 — Of  Females,  $5  44. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^900  00: 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    » 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ;^899  25. — Income  from  same,  $5S  95. 

Books  used. — ^peUiry^ — Emerson's  1st  and  2d    Parts.    Reading — Pierpont*s  Series  of^ 
Reading^  Books,  NeW  Testament.     Grammar — Smith's,    Ingersoll's.     Geo^aphy—Olney'Sj 
Matte- Brun's  and  Parley's.    Arithmetic — ^Emerson's,  Colbaru's,  Adams',  Smith's.    All  others 
— Walker's  Dictionary. 
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Ratarks. — ^  in  several  school  districts  there  have  been  Private  Schools,'' 
but  no  particuJars  are  given  respecting' theoL 

There  may  be  an  inaccuracy  in  the  averages  of  wages,  &c.,  because,  in  re- 
gard to  one  district,  two  sets  of  figures  are  entered,  one  of  which  was  probably 
erroneous  and  intended  to  be  stricken  out,  but  was  not 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  committee,  to  whom,  by  a  vote  of 
the  town,  passed  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  was  assigned  the  duty  of  procuring 
suitable  apparatus  for  the  schools,  after  much  care  and  consideration  in  making 
such  a  selection,  from  the  numerous  articles  which  have  been  devised  for  the 
purpose,  as  would  bring  their  expenditure  within  the  means  placed  at  their 
disposal,  have  procured  such,  as,  in  their  opinion,  is  best  fitted  to  promote  the 
improvement  of  the  respective  schools  in  the  common  and  more  usei'ul  branches 
of  education.  These  consist  of  terrestrial  globes,  maps,  charts,  diagrams,  &c., 
which  the  committee,  aller  having  prepared  them  with  a  view  to  their  better 
preservcktion,  committed,  in  equal  portions,  to  the  charge  of  the  teachere  who 
were  then  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  the  several  schools,  f^njoining  upon 
them  to  see  them  delivered,  at  the  close  of  their  respective  terms,  to  the  pru- 
dential committees.  And  even  from  the  short  trial  which  hcs  been  made  ot 
these  new  facilities  in  the  work  of  instruction,  the  committee  have  had  more 
than  one  satisfactory  proof  of  their  great  utility;  and  they  are  convinced,  that, 
where  they  are  not  univarsaUy  useful,  the  reason  must  be  ibund  in  some  de- 
ficiency of  the  teacher.  Either  ne  must  feel  that  nothing  is  to  be  learned  by 
the  pupil  but  the  mere  letter  of  the  text-book,  or  he  must  be  extremely  ignorant 
of  the  importance  of  fastening  his  instructions  in  the  mind  of  his  pupils  by 
sensible  illustration.  Indeed,  if  your  committee  had  no  satisfactory  evidence 
of  their  usefulness  thus  far,  when  properly  employed  by  the  teacher,  still  they 
could  not  doubt  that  they  are  very  beneficial ;  for  it  is  scarcely  possible  for 
them  to  be,  as  they  are,  constantly  hefore  their  eyes,  without  conveying  to  them 
many  ideas,  in  relation  to  their  studies,  which  all  verbal  instruction  would  fail 
to  do. 

In  proceeding  to  lay  before  you  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  re- 
spective schools  during  the  past  year,  the  committee  cannot  forbear  to  advert 
to  the  very  great  importance  of  the  annual  report  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
schools.  The  Commonwealth  has  done  no  small  service  to  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation in  rei|uiring,  by  law,  that  the  qualifications  of  teachers  who  have  been 
employed,  their  success  in  instruction,  and  all  important  particulars  relating  to 
the  schools,  should  be  laid  before  the  town, — for  your  committee  have  found, 
by  their  own  observation,  that  this  course  has  had,  the  past  year,  a  vast  influ- 
ence over  our  teachers.  A  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  their  conduct,  in  this 
responsible  station,  was  to  pass  before  the  ordeal  of  the  town,  has  greatly  tended 
to  render  them  more  active  and  faithful  in  their  duties.  They  have  labored, 
knowing  that  they  would  receive  their  award  of  praise  or  censure,  from  those 
who,  in  this  town  at  least,  had  power  to  settle  their  destiny  as  teachers.  Thus 
stimulated,  they  have  applied  themselves  diligently  to  the  duties  of  their  high 
calling,  and  the  following  expos^,  your  committee  trust,  will  exhibit  a  degree  of 
success  commensurate  with  their  increased  efifbrts.    *    *    * 

Such,  your  committee  believe,  is  a  correct  and  faithful  exhibit  of  the  condi- 
tion of  our  schools  during  the  past  year.  In  consequence  of  the  increased  pro- 
vision made  by  the  town  for  their  support,  tliey  have  extended  to  an  unusual 
length,  and  this  circumstonce,  in  connection  with  the  consideration  above 
stated,  has  greatly  contributed  to  their  presperity.  In  thus  testifying  to  the 
general  fiiithfulness  of  our  teachers,  however,  the  committee  would  not  be  un- 
deretood  assaying,  that  all  of  them  are  such  as  they  would  have  them.  Indeed, 
they  have  met' few,  very  few,  during  the  whole  period  of  their  supervision  of 
the  schools,  whom  they  thought,  in  every  respect,  thoroughly  qualified  for  so 
delicate  and  responsible  a  situation.  The  general  standard  of  teachers'  qualifi- 
cations is  not  sufiiciently  elevated.  The  demand  has  been  low,  and  few  of 
those  who  have  adopted  the  profession  for  temporary  convenience,  have  cared 
to  elevate  themselves  above  the  demand.  Your  committee  have  no  doubt, 
however,  that  our  teachers,  generally,  will  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with 
any  employed  in  the  vicinity ; — ^but,  when  we  consider  what  the  young  mind 
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isy^-^tew  yidding  io  wrMig  am  meW  iBB  inight  timiNreiBiaDS,  aad,  «oiMHn|«0itfly, 
how  fearful  is  the  task  of  unfolding  ilft  supple  f4ettltie0,'fiD«s.to  bring  di^iK  a  alio 
action  4d  their  halanoad  ipro^xurtHMia,  your  committee  aoe  ready  lo/ittk,  .**mbia  ie 
sufficient  ibr  theae  ibkigB^  But  nivhUe  they >Are limpeUed  te  JanKnt jriMs^mani* 
fest  deficiency,  they  wouUtako/rejoice  in. the  generally  increaaiiig  dwnaBd ibr 
higher  qualifications,  and  a  corresponding  effort,  on  the  part  of  candidates  for 
the  teacher's  office,  to  .meet  this  demand.  And  your  <eommittee,>  in  ^his  connec- 
tion, would  respectfully  (Biggest  to  those,  whose  duty  it  is  to  employ  teaeheni, 
to  employ  them  cmMiowiaUiy.  Give  them  distinctly  to  undenBtand,  that,  befone 
the  contract  is  dosed,  they  inust  pass  successfully  through  a. seascbing  and 
faithful  ordeal ;  and  ihey  itmst,  that  whoever  is  hereafter  placed  on  the  board  of 
examining  committee,  will  heartily  cooperate  with  them  in  any^^^ts  they  may 
make  lio  secure  to  their  children  the  services  of  well  qualified  and  v&ithful 
teachers. 

In  their  last  report,  your  conmiittee, pointed  out  several  defects  which  they 
perceived  to  exist  in  the  sehods,  and  made  several  suggestions  for  their  cor-^ 
rection.  They  were  happy  to  find,  that  these  detects  had  not  escaped  ithe  no- 
tice of  a  large  majority  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  were  no  leas  grat^ed  by 
their  prompt  adoption  of  the  measures  suggested  for  their  conrectioB.  Aind 
did  they  need  any  thing  more  to  confirm  their  conviction  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
steps  then  taken,  they  have  ample  materials  in  the  Abstract  of  Reports,  recently 
published  by  the  Board  of  Education.  The  defects  which  your  committee 
pointed  out,  and  the  remedies  suggested,  have  been  echoed  and  reechoed,  by 
hundreds  of  voices,  from  every  part  of  the  Commonwealth.  Similar  evils  were 
found  every  ^vhere  to  exist,  and  similar  remedies  were  prescribed  for  their  re- 
moval. But  still  the  work  of  reform  is  not  completed.  There  is  much,  yet, 
that  may  be  done,  by  a  cordial  cooperation  of  all  concerned,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  schools.  Your  committee,  however,  at  the  present  time,  would  but 
barely  advert  to  one  or  .two  particulars.  They  conceive  that  the  success  of  the 
schools  depeilds,  in  a  high  degree,  upon  a  filt  and  expressed  interest  in  them, 
by  the  parents  of  the  children  there  taught  But  is  this  interest  often  mani- 
fested? If  the  observation  of  the  committee  does  not  deceive  them,  many 
pai'ents  seem  to  regard  the  teacher,  at  the  commencement  of  his  school,  es- 
pecially, if  he  be  a  stranger,  with  a  sort  of  jealousy,  and  are,  apparently,  more 
disposed  to  discover  his  blemishes  than  his  virtues.  They  stand  aloof  fjrom 
him,  and  perhaps,  during  a  whole  term,  never  excliange  a  word  with  him,  con- 
cerning what,  we  should  suppose,  would  most  occupy  their  mind,  viz ,  how 
their  children  keihaved  and  improved.  And  how  can  a  teacher  be  expected  to 
feel  a  greater  interest  In  the  welfare  of  the  fifty,  committed  to  his  charge,  than 
the  parent  mantfests  for  the  welfare  of  his  one  child?  The  teacher,  in  his  ar- 
duous duties,  needs  sympathy  and  encouragement,  and  if  parents  would,  have 
him  faithful  to  the  best  interests  of  their  children,  they  must  cordially  ofier 
them.  They  must,  at  the  commencement  of  his  duties,  make  advances  towards 
him, — cultivate  his  acquaintance  and  friendship, — elicit  from  him  his  views  of 
instruction  and  government,  and  cheerfully  cooperate  with  him,  inhis  efiSarts  to 
sustain  a  salutary  discipline  and  to  promote  the  improvement  of  his  pupils. 
In  illustration  of  the  extensive  benefits  of  this  procedure,  your  committee  might 
appeal  to  numerous  facts  exhibited  in  the  Abstract  of  Reports,  to  which  they 
have  already  alluded.    *    *    * 

But  should  we  remove  every  obstacle,  and  afford  the  teacher  every  facility, 
your  committee  could  not  anticipate,  from  the  present  modes  of  instruction, 
and  from  the  entire  development  of  those  elements  of  the  mind,  upon  which  it 
is  exclusively  brought  to  bear,  the  noble  results,  which  should  ever  be  borne  in 
mind,  in  training  the  young.  They  cannot,  therefore,  before  dosing,  forbear  to 
direct  your  attention  to  a  lew  considerations,  which  every  one  must  deem  of 
vast  importance,  in  relation  to  the  gi*eat  interests  of  education  Your  commit- 
tee would  not  undervalue  the  system  of  education,  as  devised  by  our  forefathers. 
Its  conception  was  a  novel  and  a  noble  one.  Previously,  no  nation  had,  by 
law,  made  provision  for  the  universal  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  the  peo- 
ple. Despotism  had,  indeed,  as  an  act  of  self-defence,  locked  up  the  fountain 
of  knowledge  and  cast  away  the  key,  lest  its  grovelling  and  submissive  sub- 
jects should  awake  from  their  degradation,  and  arouse  themselves  to  tear  off 
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their  gulling  ch«iii&  But,  the  anrivai  of  the  pilgrims  to  tlie  sborea  of  this  New 
World,  was  the  coaimeiicensieDt  of  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  mental  and  moral 
cultivation.  XeaTlx^  behind  them  the  stagnant  pools  of  knowledge,  they  saw 
that  every  rock  in»  the  wilderness,  wjben.  smitten  bv  the  genius  of  universal  im- 
provement, might  be  made  to  send  fprth.  streams  mat  would  diffuse  through  all 
the  walks  of  life,  the  elements  of  knowledge  and  virtue.  The  school  system, 
which  is  so  marked  a  feature  in  the  institutions  of  this  Commonwealth,  had  its 
origin  in  this  conviction.  They  saw,  that  to  fit  man  for  self-government,  be 
must  be  rendered  not  only  intelKgent,  but  virtuous.  And  the  system,  as  de- 
?i8ed  by  Irhem,  looked  directly  to  this  twofold  result  They,  therefore,  made 
the  training  of  the  moral  and  religioas  mature,  the  comer  stone  of  the  super- 
structure which  they  reared;  regarding  intellectual  cultivation  simply  as  a 
means  in  the  attainment  of  this  sublime  result.  But  through  the  untoward  cir- 
cumstances of  later  times,  the  most  essential  feature  of  the  system,  as  left  by 
them,  has  died  out,  leaving  little  else  than  its  dry  bones.  Almost  the  only  in- 
strumentality it  exerts  at  the  present  day,  is  in  the  cultivation  of  the  intellectual 
powers,  while  the  moral  virtues,  so  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  commu- 
nity, are  left  to  take  care  of  themselves,  as  they  best  may.  And  while  your 
committee  heartily  rejoice  in  the  means,  with  which  the  rising  generation  are 
&vored,  for  the  improvement  of  the  bead,  they  would  still  noore  rejoice  *in  any 
provisions  which  may  be  devised,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  heart,  A  system  of 
education,  in  order  to  be  perfect,  should  contemplate  the  balanced  development 
and  cultivation  of  the  entire  nature  of  man.  And,  to  promote  his  excellence 
and  happiness — to  render  him  a  valuable  member  of  society — ^to  accustom  him 
to  aspire,  by  the  regular  and  conscientious  discharge  of  all  his  duties,  to  the 
happiness  which  is  the  result  of  moral  rectitude,  are  the  great  ends  which 
should  be  kept  in  view,  in  the  education  of  all.  Indeed,  every  faculty  of  the 
soul  must  be  duly  cultivated,  in  order  to  produce  a  character,  that,  considered 
with  reference  to  its  temporal  and  spiritual  interests,  shall  be  "  entire,  wanting 
nothing."  But  if  this  be  true,  our  system  is  destitute  of  one  feature  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  the  production  of  this  result ;  and,  of  course,  such  a  result 
cauoot  be  expected  from  it.  This  might  be  shown  by  various  analogies,  but  it 
will  be  deemed  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose,  to  ask,  if  we  should  expect 
that  the  plant  growing  in  the  shade,  where  not  a  single  ray  of"  light  was  allow- 
ed to  convey  to  it  the  genial  influence  of  heaven,  would  unfold  its  excellent 
and  inherent  properties?  Should  we  expect  that  the  child,  whose  chest  was 
swathed  almost  to  suffocation,  would  develop  its  physical  properties,  in  all 
their  beauty,  harmony  and  strength  ?  As  little  might  we  expect  that  a  com- 
munity of  rational  beings  would  attain  to  the  highest  perfection  of  their  na- 
ture, one  part  of  which  was.  designedly  deprived  of  its  appropriate  nourish- 
ment ;  or  like  a  precious  jewel,  locked  up  forever  in  its  material  casket 

But,  with  regard  to  the  restoration  of  this  last  feature  of  the  school  system, 
many  may  have  doubts  of  its  practicability.  It  may  be  thought  that  existing . 
sectarian  differences  present  an  insuperable  obstacle.  Your  committee,  how- 
ever, representing  three  of  the  sects,  think  otherwise.  They  know  it  has  been 
done,  and  they  think  it  may  be  done  again.  They  know  that  in  Prussia,  a 
nation  which  is  outstripping  all  other  nations,  in  the  perfectness  of  its  system 
of  common  education,  it  is  most  successfully  accomplished  ;  and  this  too,  with- 
out the  least  interference  with  any  cue's  peculiar  religious  views.  There,  all 
sects,  new  lights  and  old  lights,  and  sects  that  have  no  light  at  all,  exist  and  are 
alike  tolerated  by  the  government;  and  there,  every  child  that  enters  the 
Common  School,  while  he  pursues  one  course  of  training  lor  the  head,  is  sub- 
jected to  another  for  the  improvement  of  the  heart.  The  same  may  be  done 
in  tliis  country,  and  while  every  parent  and  child  is  left  free  to  form  his  own 
religious  faith,  your  committee  trust  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  suit- 
able books  will  be  prepared  and  introduced  into  our  schools,  which  shall  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  our  children  a  sense  of  their  moral  and  social  obliga- 
tions, and  which  shall  contribute  to  make  them,  not  only  irUdligenty  but  virtuous 
citizens.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.--GEO.  Fisher,  Washikgtov  Gilbert,  Moses  Curtis. 


144  WORCESTER  COUNTY 

TTn  T  nr^T>J  \^^^  Population,  1,789.    Valuation,  j[367,714  00. 

tlULiUSUrH^       ....       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ag^es  in  ail  the  Sehools-^In  Summer,  366— In  Winter,  527. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  287 — ^In  Winter,  414. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  48d.^No.  of  persons  under  4 
,   years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  65  mths.  7  days  — In  Summer,  35— In  Winter,  30  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summen— M .   --F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winte^— M.  9— F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^26  87— To  Females,  ^11  61. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  00^— Of  Females,  %^  06. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^18  87— Of  Females,  %b  66. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,      .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,        . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5 — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  45.^Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^^3,400  00— Income  from  same,  ;9^204 00. 

Books  dsed. — SpeUing^-^Webster^s,  Readin^-^fiew  York  and  Franklin  Primers,  Child's 
Guide,  Intelligent  Reader,  American  First  Class  Book  Grammar — ^Pond's  Murray's.  Geog' 
raphy--4y\uey'af  Malte-Brun's.    Arilhmetic-^Evaetsou*8  and  Adams'. 

Reuark. — Some  items,  as  to  four  Private  Schools,  not  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  are  happy  to  say, 
that  they  have  been  allowed  to  perform  their  duties,  as  prescribed  by  statute, 
without  any  obstructions  being  intentionally  thrown  in  their  Wfiy.    *    *    * 

The  committee  think,  and  are  happy  to  say,  that,  in  their  opinion,  an  uncom- 
mon degree  of  harmony  has  prevailed,  during  the  year,  between  teachers  and 
scholars,  and  between  different  portions  of  districts,  which  has  had  a  very 
favorable  influence  upon  the  interests  of  the  schools.  The  services  of  the 
most  skilful  and  faithful  teacher  may  be,  and  frequently  are,  rendered  nearly 
useless,  by  the  quarreU  and  jealousies  of  different  factions  in  a  neighborhood. 
It  is  unavoidable,  but  that  dissensions  among  the  parents,  should  extend  to 
their  children.  And,  when  neighborhoods  are  distracted  by  divisions,  it  is 
hardly  possible,  but  that  the  school  teacher  should  be  the  favorite  of  one  party, 
and  be  opposed  by  another. 

Several  of  the  district  agents  have  manifested  a  very  commendable  degree 
of  interest  in  procuring  suitable  teachers,  showing,  that  it  was  not  their  great 
object  to  get  through  the  year,  by  expending  the  least  possible  amount  of  time 
and  labor  for  the  schools.  They  have  not  been  ready  at  once  to  etiiploy  every 
strolling  youth,  who  seeks  the  office  of  a  school  teacher ;  but  have  taken  the 
liberty  and' trouble,  to  examine  the  applicant  themselves,  in  regard,  at  least,  to 
his  general  appearance,  and  common  sense.  And,  if  all  agents  would  do  this 
we  should  be  burdened  with  fewer  unprofitable  teachers.  The  committee  are 
sometimes  called  upon  to  examine  those,  who  have  the  requisite  book-know- 
ledge, but  whose  general  appearance  is  inferior,  and  decidedly  unfavorable. 
Butf  when  the  examination  in  books  is  satisfactory,  it  is  a  delicate  thing  for 
the  committee  to  tell  one,  whom  the  agent  has  employed,  that  they  cannot 
approbate  him,  because  he  carries  his  head  too  high,  or  too  low,  is  too  rustic 
and  awkward,  or  has  too  much  affected  refinement;  circumstances,  nevei:the- 
less,  which  do  much  in  affecting  the  qualifications  of  a  teacher.  But  this  can 
easily  be  managed  by  the  agent.  He  may  refuse  to  employ  one,  whose  appear- 
ance is  unfavorable,  and  assign  reasons,  or  not,  as  he  pleases.     *    *    * 

The  manner,  in  which  portions  of  the  town  are  districted,  is  decidedly  tm- 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  education  in  those  sections.  It  makes  great  ine- 
quality in  the  advantages  enjoyed  from  public  instruction.  Some  of  the  schools 
are  in  operation  seven  or  eight  months  in  a  year,  and  others  not  more  than 
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Aree  or  fyot  months,  atid  one  or  ttvo  not  so  long  pven  as  this.  Whether  this 
c&n  be  remedied  or  not,  k  cannot  be  denied,  ttutt  it  is  a  serious  evil.  The 
more  uniform  the  means  of  education  can  be  made,  the  better  will  be  pro- 
moted die  interests  of  a  popular  government,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  in- 
diyiduals,  who  compose  it  The  committee  would  suggest,  that  this  inequality 
in  receiving  the  bene^ts  of  the  public  money,  be  a  matter  of  careful  inquiry,  by 
those  who  distribute  it  Some  of  the  districts  have  met  the  evil  of  small  appro- 
priations,  by  employing  female  teachers,  in  winter  as  well  as  in  summer, — and 
the  eommittee  highly  approve  of  this  course.  The  services  of  our  female 
teachers,  vrith  but  few  exceptions,  are  more  valuable,  than  those  of  our  male 
teachers.  It  is  a  mistaken  idea,  that  females  should  be  employed  to  instruct 
only  in  the  first  rudiments  of  education.  We  have  female  teachers,  every  year, 
who  are  amply  qualified  to  instruct  the  larger  boys,  who  attend  anv  of  our 
schools;  and,  if  diey  could  atdmiU  to  be  taught  by  a  female,  they  would  receive 
▼ery  profitable  instruction.    *    *    * 

There  is  a  section  of  the  school  laws,  which  reads  thus ;  <<  any  two  or  more 
contiguous  school  districts,  in  this  Commonwealth  may  associate  together,  and 
form  a  union  district,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  union  school,  to  be  kept 
for  the  benefit  of  ^e  older  children  of  such  associated  districts,  if  the  inhabi- 
tants of  each  of  such  districts  shall,  at  legal  meetings,  called  for  that  purpose, 
ttgree  to  form  such  union,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  legal  voters  thereof 
The  committee  are  interested  in  this  provision,  and  would  recommend,  that 
experiments  be  tried.  By  a  union  of  two  or  more  such  districts,  as  could  con- 
veniently be  brought  together,  schools,  taught  exclusively  by  females  for  the 
Bmaller  children,  might  be  kept  in  operation  as  \e,rfe  a  portion  of  each  year,  as 
they  now  are,  in  each  district,  and  a  high  school  might  be  kept  in  some  central 
place,  at  least  three  or  four  months  of  the  year,  for  the  older  scholars,  where 
should  be  taught,  exclusively,  the  higher  branches;  thus  furnishing  all  the 
advantages  of  a  high  school,  without  any  private  expense  for  tuition. 

AiQQQg  the  school  laws  of  this  State  is  the  following; — 

**  From  and  afber  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  no  child,  under  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  shall  l^  employed  to  labor 
in  any  manufkcturing  establishment,  unless  such  child  shall  have  attended 
some  public  or  private  day  school,  where  instruction  is  given,  by  a  teacher, 
qualified  according  to  the  first  section  of  the  twenty-third  chapter  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  at  least  three  months  of  the  twelve  months,  next  preceding  any 
and  every  year,  in  which  such  child  shall  be  so  employed.  The  owner,  agent, 
or  superintendent  of  any  manufacturing  establishment,  who  shall  employ  any 
child  in  such  establishment,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  fifly  dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered,  by  indictment,  to  the 
use  of  Common  Schods,  in  the  towns,  respectively,  where  such  establishments 
naay  be  situated." 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  this  wholesome  law  has  not,  in  all  cases, 
l>een  observed,  in  this  town,  durinff  the  last  year.  And  they  are  also  seriously 
of  the  opinion,  that  the  welfare  of  children,  families,  and  of  the  town,  imperi- 
ously demands,  that  it  should  be  regarded.  It  has  been  the  object  of  your 
committee,  to  make  elementary  instruction,  such  as  reading,  spelling,  writing, 
and  aritlimetic,  hold  a  very  prominent  place  in  the  schools.  Scholars  and 
parents  often  underrate  the  importance  of  these  branches  of  education,  and 
exhibit  an  impatience  to  go  on  to  something  higher ;  which  is  like  attempting 
to  raise  the  roof  of  a  building,  before  the  body  of  it  is  put  up,  or  like  using  the 
smoothing  plane  before  the  fore  plane  or  drawing  knife  is  applied.  There  are 
cases  like  this. — ^Two  persons  are  associates  of  about  the  same  a^e.  One, 
from  circumstances  peculiarly  propitious,  enjoys  great  advantages  for  acquir- 
mg  knowledge,  and  makes  rapid  improvement ;  the  other,  on  account  of  poorer 
advantages,  and,  perhaps,  smaller  abilities,  makes  slower  pro^ss.  The  first 
becomes  a  good  reader  and  speller ;  the  second  is  quite  deficient  in  these  im- 
portant branches.  The  first  is  prepared  for  the  higher  branches  of  education; 
and  the  second,  unwilling  t6  be  behind  in  appearance,  if  he  is  in  reality,  wishes 
to  study  the  same  branches.  The  committee  and  teacher  advise  to  a  difierent 
course.    But  the  scholar  prefers  his  own  way,  and  enlists  the  sympathy  of  his 
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parent  in  his  behalf;  and  there  is  great  complaint  of  partially.  It  is  not  seen, 
why  thosCf  who  associate  together,  may  not  read  and  study  together.  Now, 
what  can  be  more  ruinous  to  the  education  of  the  child,  than  to  have  him 
crowded  along  in  this  way  ?  No  education  can  be  valuable,  except  it  be  thor- 
oufihly  elementary.    •    *    • 

Parents  should  cooperate  vigorously  with  teachers,  in  watching  over  the 
moraU  4if  the  scholars,  lest,  while  their  mtellectual  faculties  are  cultivated,  their 
moral  principles  become  corrupted.  Unless  there  is  careful  and  untiring 
watchfulness,  our  schools  will  exert  a  vitiating  influence  upon  the  rising  gene- 
ration. 

in  some  instances,  there  has  been  serious  interruption,  from  irregular  attend- 
ance. The  scholar,  who  is  kept  from  school  a  day  or  two  in  a  week,  or  who 
goes  at  a  late  hour,  suffers  very  serious  inconvenience.  He  must  either  leave 
bis  class,  or  omit  a  portion  of  the  studies,  which  inevitably  creates  confusion, 
and  consequent  discouragement.  If  a  scholar  can  be  spared  to  attend  only 
three  fourths  of  the  time  the  school  keeps,  he  had  much  better  have  this  time 
unbroken,  either  at  the  first,  or  middle,  or  close  of  the  school,  than  to  continue 
through  all  of  it,  by  attending  three  days  in  four. 

The  committee  have  noticed,  in  a  few  instances,  that  manual  labor,  such  as 
sewing,  braiding  straw,  and  the  like,  has  been  introduced  into  schools.  But, 
supposing  this  to  be  entirely  foreign  from  the  design  of  Common  Schools, 
they  have  decidedly  disapproved  of  it,  and  directed  teachers  not  to  allow 
it    *    *    * 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  ur^e,  upon  the  citizens  of  this  town, 
who  are  bearing  a  great  burden  of  exjiense  m  sustaining  our  schools,  to  watch 
over  their  interests  with  great  care.  The  education,  which  the  mass  of  their 
children  will  obtain,  will  be  acquired  in  our  Common  Schools.  And  such  are 
the  facilities,  which  these  schools  nunf  he  made  to  furnish,  that  a  person,  who 
has  not  the  means  of  affording  other  mstruction,  may  here  give  his  children  a 
very  reputable  education.  And  education^  connected  with  vtrfue,  will  prepare 
the  rising  generation  for  respectability  and  usefulness.  But  igncranoey  con- 
nected, as  it  too  oflen  is,  with  vict^  debases  a  man  beneath  a  brute,  and  renders 
him  miserable  and  burdensome.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Wm.  P.  Paike,  Aooustds  Bobbins,  Datid  Davis. 


HUBBABDSTON,    .     \  <»  l^^^Z'i^:  J"""?*'?'  «'•*•**'  ~- 

'  ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  488— In  Winter,  6S5. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  378— In  Winter,  479. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  570. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  42. — No.  over  16  years  of  ag^e  who  attend  School,  80. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  68  mlhs.  8  days.— In  Summer,  32  14— In  Winter,  35  22. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  8. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  5^8  42— To  Females,  <^12  58. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 78— Of  Females,  $b  79. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  %9Q  64 — Of  Females,  ^6  79. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51yl28. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,       — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .-—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10|. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  91. — Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $\Z\  67. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^1,200  00.— Income  from  same,  ^72  00. 
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Books  vaEh.^-^8peUinff — ^Cummiogs'  and  Introdaction  to  Natibnal.  i2«a<2tng<— American 
First  Class  fiook,  National  Reader  Iiitroduclioo  to  National  Ueader  and  Young  Reader. 
Grammar — Smith's.  Geography — Smith's,  0\ney*s  and  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Adams', 
Smith's,  Coiburn's  First  Lessons  and  Emerson's  First  Part.  All  others — Walker's  Dictionary, 
Blake's  and  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 

SEI.ECTIOITS  FROM  Refort.  *  *  Your  comhiittee  feel  happy  in  being 
able  to  say,  that  as  a  general  thing,  the  schools  in  this  town  are  improving. 
They  would  also  take  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  since  the  late  districting  of 
the  town,  the  schoolhouses  have  mostly  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  are  all 
now  in  good  condition. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  they  announce  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
that  in  proportion  to  the  population  or  valuation  of  the  town,  there  are  but  few 
towns  in  this  vicinity  that  grant  so  large  a  sum  of  money  for  the  support  of 
schools  as  this.  Yet,  in  some  respects,  there  is  apparently  great  indifference 
to  the  subject  of  education ;  and,  as  it  comes  legitimately  within  the  province  of 
the  committee,  to  make  such  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  Public  Schools,  as 
seem  to  them  deserving  attention,  they  would,  in  this  place,  suggest  the  impor- 
tance of  parents'  generally  attending  the  examinations  of  the  schools,  and  also, 
that  they  make  occasional  visits  during  their  continuance.    *    *    * 

The  practice,  which  seems  to  have  been  increasing  for  a  few  years  past,  of 
committing  the  care  of  the  winter  schools,  in  the  smaller  districts,  to  female 
teachers,  is  one  which  meets  the  approbation  of  your  committee ;  for  some  fe- 
males are  well  qualified  and  skilled  in  the  art  of  teaching,  and  will  rank  among 
the  first  class  of  male  teachers,  and  therefore,  it  is  good  economy  to  employ  them, 
for,  bv  so  doing,  their  schools  are  considerably  lengthened.  There  are,  also,  in  the 
female  character  and  disposition,  an  aptness  to  teach,  and  a  faculty  of  gtiining 
the  affections  of  children,  that  eminendy  qualify  them  for  that  employment 

As  there  are  among  us,  several  females  possessing  the  leffal  and  necessary 
qualifications  of  teachers,  we  would  recommend  to  your  prudential  committees 
in  the  small  districts,  to  employ  them  in  preference  to  employing  a  male  teach- 
er, who  should  chance  to  go  about,  fi'om  town  to  town,  in  search  of  employ- 
ment, even  though  his  pockets  should  be  filled  with  paper  recommendations. 
The  late  act  of  the  Legislature,  requiring,  that  in  every  school  in  this  Common- 
wealth, containing  fifty  scholars,  as  an  average  number,  there  shall  be  employed 
a  female  assistant  or  assistants,  does  not  reach  any  of  the  schools  in  this  town, 
except  those  in  districts  No.  1  and  11,  in  each  of  which  it  has  been  the  practice 
for  a  few  years  past,  to  divide  the  scholars  in  the  winter  schools,  placing  those, 
under  a  certain  age,  under  the  care  of  a  female  teacher,  while  the  older  schol- 
ars compose  a  school  for  a  male  teacher.  The  good  effects  of  this  arrange- 
ment are  too  well  known  to  need  any  comments  thereon. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  remark,  that  they  sincerely  wish  that 
parents  would  manifest  a  more  lively  interest  in  visiting  the  schools,  and  also 
that  the  conviction  may  become  as  general  as  it  is  true,  that  the  best  teachers 
are  always  the  cheapest  in  the  end,  whatever  may  be  the  price  demanded  for 
their  services.    *    *    ♦ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEG.— Samuel  Gay,  Wm.  Bennett,  Jr.,  Ephraih  Stone. 


r  A  Mr*  A^TfJPJ?  5  (M  Population,  1,903.    Valuation,  5376,462  60. 

1^A1\  i^Af^lHiU,    .      .      .       ^        jj^^j^^^  ^f  p^j^jj^  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  380— In  Winter,  626. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  271 — In  Winter,  381. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  477.*~No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  81. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  72  mths.  21  days. — In  Summer,  39— In  Winter,  33  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winteiw-M.  12— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  g^6  68— To  Females,  5 10  12. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1  94— Of  Females,  $5  18. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\B  62— Of  Females,  $5  04. 
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(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51;^^* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,       . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,      . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $        > 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  17 — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  90.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition, ;{ 182  76. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .—Income  from  same,  ^ 


omy,  Whelpley's  Gompend,  Blair's  Rhetoric,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 


Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  our  opinion,  the  summer  schools 
are  not  sufficiency  prized  by  the  community.  They  are  comparatively  cheap, 
and,  like  too  many  other  things  of  little  cost,  are  too  lightly  estimated.  Hence, 
there  is  little  pains  taken  to  secure  a  regular  attendance  of  the  pupils;  and  an 
entire  desertion  of  them  by  many,  who  might  be  much  profited  by  a  longer 
attendance.    *    *    • 

*  *  From  the  above  statements  and  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  your  com- 
mittee have  found  much,  which  is  worthy  of  praise.  It  is  with  regret  that  they 
add,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  commimity  do  not  derive  (dl  the  benefit  they 
have  a  right  to  expect,  from  the  liberal  appropriation  they  annually  make  for 
the  Common  Schools.  We  would  respectfully  point  out  what,  in  our  opinion, 
are  some  of  the  causes  of  this  defect  Many  of  the  schoolhouses  are  less  pleas- 
ant and  comfortable  than  they  ought  to  be.  The  stoves  either  smoke  badly,  or 
but  imperfectly  warm  the  rooms.  There  are  no  means  of  ventilating  them*  or 
keeping  out  the  bright  glare  of  the  sun ;  and  thus  the  children,  instead  of  find- 
ing the  school-room  agreeable,  become  fretful  and  uneasy,  and  suffer  from 
weak  eyes  and  headaches,  if  not  from  more  serious  and  dangerous  diseases. 
A  few  dollars,  expended  in  stoves,  blinds,  &c.,  would  remedy  the  evil,  and 
richly  repay  the  parents,  in  the  increased  comfort  and  health  of  their  children. 
'  We  find  by  the  registers,  that  the  average  attendance  is  but  three  fburths  of 
the  whole  number  of  pupils.  This  is  a  very  serious  detriment  to  improye- 
ment  Those  pupils  who  are  absent,  soon  fall  behind  their  classes.  Income 
discouraged,  and  waste  the  remnant  of  time  they  still  possess.  Nor  is  the  evil 
confined  to  the  absent.  The  classes  are  deranged,  and  the  teacher  obliged  to 
spend  much  valuable  time,  in  restoring  order  and  regularity. 

It  is  neither  the  business  nor  the  intention  of  your  committee,  to  discuss  the 
'  merits  or  demerits  of  balls,  dancing  schools,  &c.,  but  our  teachers  unanimous- 
ly declare,  that  their  pupils  make  little  or  no  progress,  while  devoted  to  pur- 
suits so  foreign  to  the  exercises  of  the  schools.  As  we  cannot,  for  a  moment, 
weigh  mere  personal  accomplishments  and  amusing  pastimes,  against  moral 
and  intellectual  culture,  we  seriously  put  the  question  to  the  minds  of  parents 
and  guardians,  whether  it  is  not  a  duty,  to  discourage  all  such  exercises  or 
amusements,  by  their  children,  during  the  time  of  our  Common  Schools. 

Another  reason,  why  our  Common  Schools  are  not  as  useful  as  formerly,  is, 
the  pupils  leave  them  at  too  early  an  age.  Twenty  years  since,  it  was  by  no 
means  a  rare  thing  to  find  pupils,  even  twenty,  twenty-five,  or  more  years  of 
age,  who  had  not  learned  all  they  thought  might  be  learned,  in  our  Common 
Schools.  Now,  we  find  few  in  them  over  sixteen.  Do  the  superior  advanta- 
ges of  these  times  compensate  for  the  tour  or  five  years  lost?  The  improve- 
ments in  books  and  methods  of  instruction,  may  eive  the  pupil  of  our  time 
some  advantage,  but  they  are  nq  equivalent  for  the  loss  of  his  schooling,  at  a 
period  when  the  mind  is  almost  arrived  at  maturity,  and  fully  conscious  of  its 
wants  and  its  rei«ponsibilities.  Will  not  parents  and  guardiaus  look  to  this 
evil,  and  provide  a  remedy  ?    Will  not  our  young  men  and  young  women  re- 
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meoaber,  that  unless  tfaej  sow  the  seed  of  moral  and  intellectvial  wortht  in  the 
spring-time  of  lii'e,  the  harvest  will  he  meagre  indeed  ? 

There  is  too  much  willingness  on  the  part  of  both  parents  and  children,  to 
think  that  a  little  of  a  great  many  things  makes  a  finished  education.  Hence, 
pupils  are  often  taken  uom  the  Common  Schools,  before  their  best  powers  are 
developed,  and  set  to  learn  a  little  painting,  a  little  philosophy,  a  smattering  of 
French,  and,  if  perchance  they  can  put  together  a  fbw  lines  of  poetry,  in  defi- 
ance of  all  the  rules  of  good  English,  rhyme  or  common  sense,  they  are  re- 
garded as  finished  scholars.  Their  schoolmates,  who  cannot  enjoy  this  rail- 
road method  of  being  polished  into  accomplished  young  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
feel  disgusted  and  disheartened  with  their  old  school,  and  leave  it,  at  the  ve^ 
time  they  are  best  qualified  to  acquire  that  really  useful  knowledge,  which  is 
the  only  sure  foundation  of  future  success  and  respectability.  , 

When  we  remember  that  the  Common  Schools  are  the  only  means  of  educa- 
tion most  of  our  children  will  enjoy,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  there  is  so 
much  indifiference  in  regard  to  them.  A  very  liberal  allowance  of  money  is 
each  year  raised  for  them, — all  the  requisites  for  carrying  them  on,  are  provi«> 
ded,  and  then,  for  all  the  teacher  or  pupils  are  made  to  feel,  they  are  forgotten, 
or  trusted  to  chance.  Do  you  employ  a  carpenter  to  build  you  a  house,  and 
feel  no  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  or  the  manner  in  which  it  is  done  ? 
Do  you  hire  a  man  to  labor  on  your  fiurms  and  give  him  no  assistance,  either 
by  your  judgment  or  your  own  hands  ?  Do  you  permit  him,  through  ienorance 
or  unfaithfulness,  to  root  up  the  fruit-bearing  grain,  while  he  sufiers  the  soil  to 
be  overrun  with  weeds  ?  And  are  the  morals  and  intellects  of  your  children 
of  less  importance  than  your  houses  or  lands  ? 

Before  our  schools  will  be  what  they  ought  to  be,  every  parent  must  feel  an 
interest  in  them.  Let  the  teacher  be  regarded  as  your  fellow-laborer  in  a  great 
moral  work ;  a  work  in  which  you  have  a  hundrea  times  more  interest  than  he 
has ;  and  impress,  upon  the  minds  of  your  children,  that  their  interest  is  great- 
est of  all.  When  you  once  get  a  good  teacher,  cherish  him  as  a  treasure,  which, 
if  once  lost,  cannot  easily  be  replaced.  There  is  no  one,  who  ought  to  rank 
higher,  in  the  estimation  of  the  community,  than  an  able  and  faithful  teacher. 
Do  not  lose  the  services  of  such,  even  should  your  schools  be  a  week  or  two 
shorter. 

Another  and  very  serious  cause  of  the  low  state  of  our  Common  Schools,  is 
the  incompetence  of  teachers.  It  is  apparent  to  all,  that  the  acquirements  of 
pupils  will  ftll,  in  general,  considerably  below  those  of  the  teacher.  What, 
then,  can  be  expected  of  a  school,  whose  teacher  is  hardly  qualified  for  the  first 
class  in  it  ?  This  evil,  we  are  aware,  is  less  easily  obviated  than  some  others ; 
but,  by  the  combined  efiTorts  of  the  community  at  large,  and  the  prudential  and 
examining  committees,  much  can  be  done.  On  the  part  of  the  community, 
there  must  be  a  deeper  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  schools,  and  a  more  stren- 
uous effort  to  raise  their  character,  for  they,  after  all,  are  the  great  source 
whence  we  must  draw  most  of  our  teachers,  till  the  Normal,  or  other  schools, 
can  supply  the  demand.  Then  the  wages  of  the  faithful  and  capable  teacher 
must  be  raised,  so  that  he  will  be  encouraged  to  devote  himself  to  this  employ- 
ment Teaching  is  thought  to  be  an  exceedingly  easy  occupation  by  those  who 
have  never  tried  it ;  but  those  who  have  experienced  its  labors,  its  cares  and 
its  responsibilities,  feel  the  injustice  of  requiring  the  well  qualified  teacher  to 
labor,  for  the  short  period  which  he  is  employed,  for  a  less  compensation  than 
the  mechanic  obtains  by  the  year.  On  the  part  of  the  prudential  committee, 
there  is  need  of  the  strictest  care.  No  teacher  should  be  engaged,  who  is  not 
believed  to  be  a  thorough  and  efficient  one.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  a  few 
weeks,  well  spent,  are  better  than  many  of  idleness  and  disorder.    *    *    * 

In  taking  leave  of  our  follow-citizens,  the  pommittee  commend  our  schools 
to  their  most  vigilant  care.  On  them,  rest  the  highest  and  most  cherished 
hopes  of  our  social  and  doniestic  circles  and  of  our  country. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Nathaniel  Thayer,  Right  Cumminqs,  Silas  Thurs- 
ToK,  Luke  BiosloW;  Hehry  Lincols,  John  M.  Washburn. 
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rJPTnJ^^^JPI?  J(^)  PopulaUon,  $Z,\n,    ValuatioD,  5461,078  TO. 

lj£ilUJ^SSl£^Ky  .      .      .       \       Number  of  Public  Schools.  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  369— In  Winter,  378. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  241— In  Winter,  266. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  494.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  41. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  57  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  30— In  Winter,  27  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer- M.   — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^-M.  6— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^24  89— To  Females,  %\\  18. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  motttb-4>f  Males,  $1 72— Of  Females,  $5  51. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5 17  17— Of  Females,  $b  67. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  S\,\Q^  50. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12. — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  120.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 1,819  41. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Acadmies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  19. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  89. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  |^208. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  Tj^VD^r^BpdUnz — ^Emerson's  National,  Introduction  to  do.  Reading — Child's  Guide, 
Introduction  to  National  Reader,  American  First  Class  Book,  New  Testament.  Grammar — 
Pond's  Murray's.  Oeograpfiy — Peter  Parley's,  Olney's  with  Atlas.  ArUkmeHc — North  Amer- 
ican Fir9t  Part,  Smith's,  Adams'.  All  oeAff'tf— Sullivan's  Political  Class  Book,  Goodrich's  His- 
tory of  the  U.  S.,  Worcester's  Dictionary. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  We  believe  there  exists  a  growing  inter- 
est in  the  schools,  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  to  meet  the  increased  expectations  and  demands  which  are  made 
upon  them.  We  are  confident  that  our  district  schools  have  accomplished 
great  good  in  the  town,  during  the  past  year ;  and  with  regard  to  the  majority 
of  them,  we  are  satisfied  that  they  have  been  taught  in  an  improved  man- 
ner.   ♦    •    » 

We  would  not  omit  to  notice  the  great  improvement  made  in  the  school- 
house  in  the  centre  district^  during  the  last  year.  The  alterations,  repaiis  and 
additions  have  made  it,  substantially^  bi,  new  building.  It  has  two  school- 
rooms. We  speak  particularly  of  the  larger  one,  when  we  say  that,  in  respect 
to  its  internal  arrangement  of  seats,  desks,  &c^  it  affords  ^  good  model  to  any 
other  district  in  town,  which  may  be  contemplating  the  repair  of  its  schoof- 
house. 

While  we  offer  our  favorable  opinion,  with  respect  to  the  good  condition  of 
our  district  schools,  we  would  not  be  understood  to  intimate  that  there  are  no 
defects  in  them,  or  that  there  is  not  room  and  necessity  for  very  great  improve- 
ments. The  opinion  we  have  expressed,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  relative  one  ; 
i.  e.  we  think  that  the  prudential  committee  men,  and  the  several  teachers,  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  have  exerted  themselves  to  discharge  faithfully  their 
respective  duties,  according  to  their  ability,  and  in  conformity  to  the  existing 
standard  of  Common  School  excellence.  Where  defects  have  existed,  or  now 
exist,  they  have  generally  been  the  perpetuation  of  long-established  customs, 
not  the  result  of  neglect  or  of  indifference,  on  the  part  of  district  committee 
men  or  teachers. 

We  would  now  advert  to  one  evil  which  exists  in  all  our  schools,  and  which 
is,  we  think,  a  great  eviL  We  speak  of  the  haste  on  the  part  of  scholars,  as 
they  become  somewhat  advanced  in  their  studies,  to  press  forward,  and  go  over 
a  large  field  of  study.  This  desire  is  too  often  fostered  by  parents,  and  not 
kept  within  proper  limits  by  teachers.  In  arithmetic,  for  instance,  we  find  it  a 
very  general  object  with  scholars,  who  cipher  at  all,  to  "  cipher  through." 
Their  attention  is  bent  on  getting  through  the  book,  at  some  rate,  before  the 
school  ends.    And  this,  in  multiplied  cases,  is  done ;  and  when  they^  have  got 
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through  the  book,  they  frequently  know  but  a  veiy  little  of  it  accurately.  The 
same  thing  is  repeated  the  next  school  season,  with  about  the  same  result 
Short  lessons,  thoroughly  learned  and  perfectly  recited,,  must  be  the  remedy  of 
this.  It  would  be  an  incalculable  benefit  to  all  concerned,  if  the  rule  should  be 
umyersally  adopted,  that  no  scholar  should  adyance  any  fluther,  or  any  faster, 
thaD  he  had  thoroughly  learned,  and  could  well  understand. 

There  is  another  subject  to  which  we  would  direct  the  attention  of  all  who 
feel  a  parent's  or  a  patriot's  interest  in  our  Common  Schools.  We  mean  the 
character  and  qualifications  of  the  teachers.  We  rejoice  to  be  able  to  say,  that, 
80  far  as  we  haye  learned,  each  and  eyery  teacher  m  our  district  schools,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  has  been  a  person  of  good  moral  character.  Had  there  been* 
de/idenctf  in  this  respect,  in  the  case  of  any  teacher,  we  should  consider  fill  oth- 
er benefits  which  had  been,  or  could  be,  deriyed  from  his  labors,  as  far  oyer- 
balanced  by  the  amount  of  eyil  he  had  done.  We  are  now  speaking  of  other 
qualifications,  indispensable  to  fit  one  to  be  a  competent  teacher  of  youth.  The 
great  and  urgent  want,  felt  in  Common  Schools  oyer  all  the  State,  is  of  better 
qualified  teachers — of  persons  both  male  and  female,  (but  especially  the  latter,) 
who  shall  be  thoroughly  prepared  to  conduct  a  school ;  and  able  to  teach  the 
best  things  in  the  best  manner.  Allow  us  briefly  to  call  your  attention  to  this 
matter,  as  it  concerns  our  own  town. 

This  town  raised  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  the  last  year,  for  the 
support  of  schools, — an  eyidence  that  its  inhabitants  are  by  no  means  insensible 
to  the  importance  of  these  institutions,  nor  unwilling  to  make  good  proyision 
for  their  support  Now  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  should  be  carefully  watch- 
ed, for  two  reasons.  1st  Because  it  is  too  large  a  sum  for  this,  or  any  town,  to 
lose  through  any  misapplication;  but,  for  a  yaistly  more  important  reason, 
2d.  because  it  is  the  fund  on  which  the  sreat  body  of  our  children  are,  each 
year,  depending  for  the  attainment  of  that  Knowledge  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  their  respectability  and  usefulness  in  life,  and  still  more  to  their  own 
personal  comfort  and  self-respect  The  town,  we  say,  owes  it  to  itself— parents 
owe  it  to  theinselyes,  and,  by  a  most'  sacred  obligation,  to  their  children,  to 
Bee  that  this  sum  is  expended  to  the  best  possible  purpose.  Doing  this  faith- 
iiilly,  would  be  of  far  greater  advantage  to  the  schools,  than  the  raising  of 
double  the  present  appropriation.  And  this  may  be  done,  and  in  a  Simple 
inaDDer,  viz.  create  a  demand  for  hdter  qucd^ied  teachers.  Let  the  demand 
exist,  and  there  will  assuredly  be  a  supply.  The  way  to  create  the  demand  is, 
to  become,  ourselves,  more  sensible  of  the  importance  of  this  subject  Then, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  higher  and  more  adequate  wages  will  be  ofilered  to 
teachers ;  and  thus,  there  will  be  held  out  to  all  yoimg  persons,  who  purpose  to 
become  teachers,  a  powerful  inducement  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  station — 
which,  in  importance,  we  believe  is  second  to  none  that  can  be  named.* 

The  c6mmittee  do,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts that  they  offer  more  liberal  wages,  and  thus  secure  better  teachers.  The 
creat  object  ought  to  be,  we  think,  not  to  find  who  will  keep  the  school  for  the 
least  money,  but  who  will  do  it  to  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  children.  By  pur- 
suing this  course,  the  schools  would  become  of  diminished  length,  indeed ;  but 
this  result  would  be  most  richly  compensated  for,  by  the  improvement  in  the 
loanner  of  instruction,  and  also  by  the  increased  punctuality  and  regularity 
with  which  children  would,  doubtless,  attend  a  school  which  held  out  such 
superior  attractions. 

It  is  no  part  of  our  recommendation,  that  the  teachers  of  our  district  schools 
should  be  taken  from  a  class  different  from  that  which  has  furnished  them 
hitherto.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  result  of  the  course  we  so  warmly  rec- 
ommend, would  be  to  displace  the  great  body  of  teachers  now  employed. 
There  is  native  ability  and  worth  in  that  body,  from  which  the  teachers  of  our 
Common  Schools  are  now  taken,  equal  to  that  of  any  other ;  we  know  not,  in- 
deed, to  what  other  quarter  we  could  look  with  so  much  confidence.  Our  ob- 
ject, and  desire,  is  to  hold  out  to  these  very  persons,  an  inducement  to  devote 
more  time  and  effort  to  qualify  themselves  suitably,  in  every  way,  to  discharge 

«  We  should  doobtleKt  a  <cept  Uie  p.-iientf\ 
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to  die  yfBtf  (M8t  purpose  tiHe  difficalt  atid  re^^«ittdbl6  duties  of  a  «eaeli«r    < 

Nor,  m  what  we  hkvh  i»H  have  we  had  any  intention  to  underfaiue 
qualiiloatkHM  or  tke  fidelity  of  the  teachers  <^  <&at  Oommon  Bchools,  dun  '- 
recent  years.  As  a  )M>dy,  we  know  tlieni  to  haf«  labored  hard,  and  with  a  fii^ 
cere  desire  <<  to  act  well  their  part"  But  we  also  know  that  the  best  of  them 
will  feel  it  n6  dispara^ment,  that  we  proBoim6e  them  oapable  of  improy^- 
mtot,  capable  of  making  higher  attainments,  capable  of  better  understanding 
the arduoasQatare  of  dbe  work  of  education.  We  honor tho  ** company  ci 
teachem."  Their  woiit  is  done  without  show  or  great  applause.  It  is  tnie ;  but 
the  remdtB  of  their  ftkhflil  labors  are  test,  beyond  our  power  to  describe  or  esti-* 
mate* 

The  efibitB  which  have  been  made,  of  recent  years,  in  several  of  the  largest 
and  most  iafluential  States  of  the  Union,  in  behndf  of  Oommon  Schools,  affi>rd 
grouDd  of  much  encouragement  and  hope,  to  every  firiend  of  education.  New 
York,  Ohio  and  Massachusetts,  are  particularly  to  be  named,  as  having  made 
great  efRirts  to  improve  their  Common  Schoouu  What  citizen  can  be  indiflfeiv 
ent  to  these  efforts  ?  What  citizen  will  refuse  his  approbation,  encounigenieiit 
and  aid? 

-  The  improvement  of  those  who  desi^  to  become  teachera  in  the  Common 
Schools  of  this  State,  is  a  prominent  object  with  ^e  State  Board  of  Education. 
Several  schools  have  been  estaUished,  in  difierent  quarters  of  the  State,  fbr  the 
purpose  of  affording,  free  of  any  charge  for  instruction,  the  highest  possible  ad- 
vantages to  teachers,  by  which  they  may  become  quaUfied  to  Iceep  a  good  and 
usejful  Common  SchooL 

Another  means  of  benefiting  the  children  and  youth  of  the  Commonwealth, 
is  the  establishment  of  the  ''Common  School  Library.*  A  brief  explanation 
of  the  plan  of  this  library  will  conclude  our  report    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COBIMITTKE.-J0HN  NxLsov,  Samukl  Mat. 


LEOMINSTER,    .      .       5  (l)^<>P'J«ion,l^Valuaaon.  5382,468  75. 

'  <       Namber  of  Public  Schoolt,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  io  all  tbe  Sebools— In  Summer,  482— In  Winter,  SBB. 

(5)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools-^In  Summer,  33ft-^In  Winter,  488. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  ytLts  of  age  in  the  town,  46?.— No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  91. 

(6)  Aggregate  length  of  ihe  Schools,  67  mths.  I  day.— In  Summer,  29  14— In  Winter,  37  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^28  96— To  Females,  j^f  16  56. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  46— Of  Females,  $5-99, 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  Jf20  SO— Of  Females,  $5  84. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  sapport  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  feel,  ^  1,200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5400. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  jg 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  7.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  271.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  174.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^75. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5IOO  00.^-4neoBe  from  same,  56  00. 

Books  vsbd.— £Fpeifti^^>North  American.  Reading-^PopoAtir  Lessons,  Sequel  to  Easy 
Lessons,  General  Class  Book,  Classical  Reader,  Bible.  Grammar^ Aider's  Murray^s  Geo<r- 
rapfcy—Hairs  "  Child's  Geography/^  Olney's.  ilri<Ame«c— Col  burn's  First  Lessons,' Smilh'^s. 
All  other* — Comstock's  Philosophy,  Bailey's  Algebra. 
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|ExscTioir9  rBOM  Rbpobt.    *    *    Every  year's  experience  strengthens 

.'cooTictioDS  of  the  importance  of  our  Common  Schools.  To  most  of  oiir  chil- 
4i,  they  present  the  /Only  advantage  they  will  ever  have,  for  acquiring  an 
:catipn.     Whether  they  will  ever  be  able  to  read  and  write  correctly,  whether 

*y  will  possess  such  a  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  of  education,  that 
.i^y  will  be  able  to  transact  business  readily  and  accurately,  depends,  almost 
entirely,  on  the  state  of  our  schools,  and  on  the  improvement  they  make  of  the 
time,  during  which  they  are  permitted  to  attend  them.  How  important,  then, 
that  our  schools  should  be  well  sustained,  and  made  nurseries  of  science,  and 
literature,  and  good  morals.  What  parent,  but  must  feel  the  deepest  interest  in 
that,  which  has  so  near  a  connection  with  the  futui^  welfare  of  his  children  ? 

We  regard  it  as  highly  necessary,  for  the  success  of  our  schools,  that  o&^and 
skilful,  and  energetic  teachers  should  be  employed.  A  teacher  should  thor- 
oughly understand  the  several  branches,  in  which  he  gives  instruction ;  he 
should  be  able,  not  only  to  solve  the  most  difficult  problems,  and  answer  the 
most  difficult  questions  in  the  branches  pursued,  but  also  to  give  the  reason  for 
every  step  that  is  taken,  and  to  do  it  without  any  delay.  Our  scholars  fre- 
quently make  but  little  improvement,  compared  with  what  they  might  make, 
because  the  teacher  has  not  the  talent  for  despatching  business.  He  emphati- 
cfUIy  should  do,  with  his  might,  what  his  hands  find  to  da  In  contracting 
with  teachers,  it  should  be  a  special  object  with  the  contractor,  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  whether  the  person,  he  proposes  to  employ,  is  quick  in  his  move- 
ments ;  in  his  mental  perceptions,  as  well  as  bodily  actions ;  whether  he  has  a 
facility  ibr  turning  off  business  rapidly.  Every  year,  we  are  sensible,  that  our 
scholars  sufier,  because  the  teacher,  mough  not  deficient  in  intellectual  attain- 
ments, has  not  a  capacity  for  imparting  instruction  fluently  and  correctly. 

It  does  our  schools  ffood  for  the  parents  to  visit  them ;  it  encourages  both 
teacher  and  scholars.  We  refer,  not  only  to  the  closing  examination,  but  to  any 
period  during  the  term.  In  some  of  the  districts,  the  parents  have  set  a  very 
commendable  example  in  this  respect  In  others,  we  find  but  few.  present  at 
the  examination. 

Public  amusements  during  the  winter,  cotillion  parties,  balls,  dancing- 
schools,  &a,  have  an  unhappy  efilect  on  our  /listrict  schools.  To  attempt 
dancing  and  acquiring  an  education,  at  the  same  time,  is  like  the  attempt  to 
mix  oil  and  winter.  They  are  separate  in  their  very  nature,  and  no  process  of 
art,  or  of  hutnan  sagacity,  can  unite  them.  The  opening  of  a  dancing-schoolj 
or  a  frequent  resort  to  public  amusements,  durins  the  continuance  of  our  Com- 
mon Schools,  is  exceedingly  to  be  deplored.  If  the  scholars  are  not  themselves 
actors  in  the  scene,  still  their  minds  are  there.  They  furnish  a  common  topic 
of  remark ;  and  the  attention  of  the  children  and  youth  will,  to  a  great  degree, 
be  drawn  away  from  their  studies.  As  the  friends  of  the  rising  generation, 
and  anxious  for  their  prosperity,  we  earnestly  enjoin  it  on  parents,  and  all  pre- 
sent, to  give  their  influence  against  these  amusements  while  our  schools  con- 
tinue.   *    *    • 

We  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  in  dosing  the  general  report,  the  commend- 
able liberality  of  the  town,  the  last  year,  in  repairing  some  of  their  school- 
houses,  and  making  them  so  comfortable  and  convenient,  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  designed.  And  we  cannot  but  express  our  belief,  that  the 
town  will  always  manifest  a  willingness  to  facilitate  the  education  of  the 
young.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— O.  G.  Hubbaro,  Rufus  P.  Stebbins,  Moses  Harrino- 
Toir,  C.  C.  Field. 


LUNENBURG,     .     .     {'"  S^r^J'JSjrr.t*'^^'"- 

($)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer^  299 — ^In  Winter,  401. 
(3)  Average  attendance  in  Ihe  Schools — In  Summer,  223— In  Winter*  304. 
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(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  569.— No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40.^ — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  41. 
W  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  51  mths.— In  Sammer,  28  21^In  Winter,  227. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winteru-M.  9— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  524  49— To  Females,  $9  59. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  44-^f  Females,  $^  53. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^17  05— Of  Females,  $5  06. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  S^^- 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  jf 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    « — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,       . — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     • — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition^  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,       ^—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $  '        ,  ' 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fundf,  g  ^^Ineome  from  same,  $ 

Books 

First  Class 

mar^— Smith's.    Oeografity — 01ney'_, , 

AU  ot^«— Comstock's  Philosophy,  Bailey's  Algebra,  Webster's  Dictionary. 


-<<  There  have  been  three  Private  Schools  to  prolong  the  Public 
Schools,"  but  no  particulars  are  given. 

No  Rbpobt  from  School  Committee* 

SCHOOL  COMM ITTEEw— Ephraik  Graham,  Aaron  Bard,  Simoii  Greev. 


MEND  ON  { '^^  Population,  3,667.    Valuation,  gT&tJMS  06. 

''*'*{        Number  of  Public  Schools,  16. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  537 — ^In  Winter,  694. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  S50— In  Winter,  640. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  971.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  91  mths.  12  daj's-^In  Summer,  41  9— In  Winter,  60  3. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  13.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wtnter^M .  16— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $96  67— To  Females,  $1%  39. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 19— Of  Females,  gb  67. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5^9  48 — Of  Females,  gS  82. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  glfilOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^64  60. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .-^-Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .^—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     d— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g       • 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6d— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  21.- Average  No.  of  Scholars,  203^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5287. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  gS^l  64.— Income  from  same,  J416  29. 

Books  used.— £l!petftii|£:*— Emerson's  and  Introduction  to  do.  ISeotfrnr^ American  First 
Class  Book,  National  Reader,  Introduction  to  do.  and  Young  Reader,  urammar— Smith's. 
Oeamaky—Olaey^B.  Arithmetic~^jmii\*a.  AU  o^Acrs— Goodrich's  History,  Watts  on  the 
Mind,  Wayland's  Moral  Science,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Algebra  and  Chemistry  by  various 
authors. 
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SiLECTioiTs  raOM  Report.  *  *  We  feel  sorry  to  state,  that  the  general 
attendance  on  the  schools  is  so  small,  or  rather,  that  so  many  have  neglected 
the  opportunities  they  have  enjoyed  to  send  to  school.  We  are  pleased,  how- 
ever, to  state,  that  those  who  have  attended  have  exhibited  an  increased  desire 
to  improve,  above  that  of  former  years.  Wo  do  think  the  improvements,  in  the 
past  year,  have  been  superior  to  what  they  have  been  heretofore.    *    *    * 

As  there  exists  in  town  quite  a  number,  who  profess  to  believe  that  the 
town's  committee  are  unprofitable,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  offer  our  opinion 
upon  the  subject  If  these  opinions  were  spread,  to  any  great  extent,  they  un- 
doubtedly would  make  them  so.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  aided  the 
(oommittee,  Generally,  and  no  improvements  had  been  made  in  our  schools,  it 
would  have/ been  strong  evidence  against  them.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  Al- 
though opposed  by  many,  our  schools,  in  general,  are  far  before  what  they  were 
a  few  years  ago,  and  the  improvements  for  the  last  two  years  have  been  greater 
than  for  any  three  previous  years,  within  the  remembrance  of  your  committee. 
It  might  have  been  more,  we  are  willing  to  acknowledge,  and  would  have  been, 
by  greater  exertions.    •    •    * 

Exertions  in  our  schools  appear  to  be  very  well  rewarded.  Those  schools 
in  town,  in  which  the  prudential  committee  and  parents  have  cooperated  with 
the  town's  committee,  have  made  the  greatest  progress.  But,  in  some  districts, 
not  a  solitary  individual  has  visited  the  schools  but  the  town's  committee ;  and 
it  is  to  be  feared,  in  some  cases,  that  parents,  instead  of  aiding  the  committee, 
have  thrown  their  influence  in  the  opposite  scale,  if  parents  want  their  chil- 
dren to  learn,  they  must  make  them  think  it  is  of  importance ; — ^they  would 
hardly  let  them  feed  their  cattle,  without  looking  after  them,  but  they  may  go 
to  school  three  months  and  never  be  visited  by  either  parent    *    *    * 

The  law  respecting  the  distribution  of  books  and  the  collection  of  the  money 
due  for  them,  is  thought  b^  the  committee,  in  some  respects,  defective.  In 
this  town  there  are  many  mmilies  who  emigrate  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and, 
as  the  books  dealt  out,  if  not  paid  for,  are  to  be  put  into  the  next  year's  taxes, 
they  do  not  trouble  themselves  about  paying  for  them.  There  are  others  who 
do  not  pay,  and  no  other  reason  occurs  to  the  committee  for  the  omission,  ex- 
cept it  be,  the  saving  of  interest.  The  supplying  of  the  indigent  is  humane, 
and  ought  to  be  contmued ;  and  we  think  the  law  ought  to  be  amended,  so  that, 
if  books  must  be  furnished,  they  be  only  lent  to  such  as  do  not  come  under  the 
name  of  indigent ;  or  some  more  expeditious  mode  of  collection  be  adopted. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  many,  that  it  would  be  cheaper  for  the  town  to  furnish  all 
the  books  for  the  schools,  and,  if  the  town  could  have  the  control  of  them, 
there  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  of  less  gross  expense. 

The  building  of  schoolhouses,  also,  by  the  town,  probably  would  be  of  less 
gross  expense,  and  better  for  the  rising  generation.  If  it  could  be  adopted,  it 
would  prevent  many  disturbances  in  districts,  and  better  houses  would  be  fur- 
nished. 

Your  committee  think  there  ought  to  be  a  new  arrangement  of  the  school 
districts.  There  are  four  or  five  districts  in  town,  so  small,  that  we  think  it 
cannot  be  profitable  to  the  town  to  sustain  a  school  in  them,  nor  to  the  districts ; 
the  expense  being  five  times  as  much,  in  some  schools,  as  in  others.  We  think 
the  division  of  the  school  money  ought  not  to  be  such,  as  to  tempt  the  making 
of  too  small  districts.  A  great  saving  could  be  made,  if  several  of  the  districts 
could  be  abolished.  The  average  attendance  of  one  of  the  schools,  last  winter, 
was  not  over  eight,  and  two  or  three  others  not  over  fifteen.  Now,  if  one  or 
two  individuals,  in  the  above  districts,  could  have  the  privilege  of  drawing  their 
proportion  of  the  money,  by  bringing  a  certificate  from  some  approved  teacher, 
that  their  children  had  attended  school  a  stated  length  of  time,  there  might  be 
several  of  the  districts  in  this  way  dispensed  with,  and  be  better  for  the  small 
districts.  It  is  well  established,  that  a  school,  large  enough  to  admit  of  a  divis- 
ion of  its  scholars  according  to  qualifications,  receives  great  benefits  from  such 
division.  A  district  might  be  made  so  large,  as  to  destroy  the  benefits  resulting' 
from  it,  but  there  is  little  danger,  we  apprehend,  of  this  town's  running  into  any 
excess  of  this  kind,  when  it  is  recollected,  that,  with  but  thir^-one  square 
miles  of  territory,  we  have  now  seventeen  school  districts,  and  efiorts  are  mak- 
ing to  increase  the  number.    •    *    « 
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Your  committee  think,  tlmt  all  our  Common  Schools  should  bB  lumisiied 
with  apparatus,  and  we  are  Hilly  persuaded  that  it  would  be  better,  for  the  rising 
generation,  to  take  the  sum,  such  apparatus  would  cost,  from  ^e  money  dot^ 
raised  and  appropriated  to  pay  for  instructers,  than  for  our  schools  to  continue 
on  without  tmy. 

In  connection  with  this,  we  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  town's 
commencing  a  school  library,  and  annuaUy  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  incretoe  of  such  library. 

Many  other  improvements  might  still  be  urged,  but  we  will  advert  to  one^ 
which  we  think  of  more  importance  than  all  the  rest,  and  without  which^  eU 
the  others  must  be  limited  in  llieir  ef^cts,  and  this  is,  more  interest  on  the  part 
of  parents.  We  should  be  recreants  to  our  duty,  did  we  not,  in  this  public  man- 
ner, declare,  that  there  is  a  lamentable  indifference  in  parents  upon  this  eub- 
ject,  and  he  that  would  awake  them  to  a  true  sense  of  their  duty,  and  prompt 
them  to  a  healthy  action,  would  be  deserving  the  name  of  philanthropist  and 
patriot  According  to  the  statistical  accounts  of  our  establishmeiits  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  vice,  the  ignorant  stand  three  times  the  chance  to  be  vicious  that 
the  .educated  do.  If  this  be  a  fact, — and  we  cannot  doubt  it, — what  an  incentive 
does  it  furnish  to  us  to  press  forward  in  the  cause  of  Common  School  educa- 
tion !  *  *  One  great  obstacle  to  the  complete  success  of  oar  Commoii 
Schools,  is,  the  distance  and  reserve  maintained  between  parents  and  teachers. 
Each  has  a  plan  for  teaching,  and  each  has  a  desiro  to  have  his  own  i^ans 
adopted  and  carried  out.  Could  they  have  an  opjportunity  to  confer  upon  the 
subject  and  interchange  views,  much  difficulty  might  thus,  perhaps,  be  avoided ; 
and  we  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  meeting  of  the  parents,  both  male  and 
female,  before  the  commencement  of  a  school,  to  hear  a  lecture  from  the  tjeacher 
upon  the  subject ; — then,  if.  any  errors  existed  qpon  either  side,  they  could  be 
pointed  out  and  avoided.  Some  parents  believe  that  no  punishment  shonld  be 
inflicted,  in  our  Common  Schoola  If  children  wero  uniformly  impressed,  by 
parents,  with  the  idea,  that  any  transgression  of  the  wholesome  regulations  and 
discipline  of  the  school  Would  meet  with  severe  punishment,  a  teacher,  if  he 
had  any  tact  for  governing,  might  get  alon^  without  it ;— *but  let  us  eupfioBe  that 
it  is  well  understood  that  no  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted  in  school,'  by  the 
teacher ;  if  the  teacher  could  always  do  as  the  scbolars  wished,  he  might  succeed 
very  well, — but  suppose  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  between  teach- 
er and  scholars,  that  a  scholar  wants  something,  that  tlie  teacher  thinks  im- 
proper, and  the  scholar  has  got  his  will  up,  or  MrpasswM  excited,— 'can  we  be- 
lieve, that,  with  reason  alone,  the  teacher  can  always  subdue  them  ?  We  find 
cases  of  adults  being  beyond  its  control,  and  can  we  expect  moreof'ehildren? 
We  will  acknowledge,  that  reason  should  always  be  the  first  resort,  of  both 
parents  and  teachers,  and  if,  in  the  beginning,  pains  were  taken  to  instH  into 
the  minds  of  children  correct  principles  of  action,  and  if  more  frequent  appeals 
were  made  to  their  reason,  much  of  corporal  punishment  might  be  dispensed 
with ;  but,  as  things  are,  we  believe  a  school  could  not  be  conducted  any  length 
of  time,  with  any  profit  to  the  scholars,  if  they  knew  their  teachers  dare  not  in- 
flict any  punishment  upon  them.  Solomon  said,  ^  the  rod  and  reproof  will 
brin^  wisdom ;"  but  the  Solomons  of  our  day,  say,  the  rod  must  not  be  used, 
and  It  is  doubtful  whether  they  are  very  &vorable  to  reproof 

When  children  begin  with  any  particular  study,  they  ought  to  pureue  it,  if 
possible,  till  they  have  made  themselves  masters  of  it  Many  a  scholar  has 
been  spoiled,  by  too  great  indulgence  in  this  respect  Fdr  instance,  a  child 
begins  the  study  of  arithmetic,  and,  in  a  week  or  two,  comes  to  a  hai^d  place 
and  gets  discouraged, — ^goes  home,  and  begins  a  melancholy  description,  of  his 
or  her  situation,  to  the  mother,  perhaps,  and  they  both  join  to  engage  the  father 
on  their  side.  The  child  is  allowed  to  stay  at  home  a  day  or  two,  and  then 
sent  to  school  again,  without  the  arithmetic,  and  with  directions  to  pursue  some 
other  study.  If  the  parents  had  tried  to,  encourage  their  child,  and  secretly  in- 
formed the  teacher  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  the  pathway  of  his  pupil,  he 
might  have  removed  the  impediments  and  restored  confidence  to  the  child.  *  * 

Almost  all  children,  whether  they  belong  to  rich  or  poor  parents,  wise  or 
unwise,  in  some  stages  of  their  youth,  indulge  in  the  habit  of  purloining  things 
of  small  value,  and  they  frequently  make  their  parents  believe  they  found  them, 
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or  that  they  we^e  (piven  to  Ihem.  Fareiits  ^ghl  strictly  to  b»  «ii  ibar  <giilird 
for  all  BQoh  deoeption ;  alidf  if  all  «uch  things  were  properlv  uttemM  to  in  tfaeil* 
iodpieDt  maIliftetatioDi^  many,  who,  in  ai&r^life,  raokleniy  pluage  thetnselvQs 
into  miaeYy  iftiid  degradation,  only  by  following  halnta  oonlracted  m  early  liA^ 
miglit  be  saved  id  Ibe  omatnents  to  aociety*  But  it  ia  to  be  ftaved,  that  the 
pride  of  sottle  pareni*  catHBea  them  to  corer  the  lest  mentioned  weakueaa  la 
dwir  children  ^^-^if  there  be  auoh,  we  would  appeal  to  them,  to  refleot  upon  the 
cottBequence&  It  is  not  a  single  aet  of  tbia  kind,  in  ohildren^  that  is  to  affisct 
their  ftftuTe  ciianu^ters,  but  the  continuance  of  the  habit  *  * .  ChiUran  have 
all  the  passions  of  riper  years,  and  almost  all  the  propensities.  Can  k  be  poe» 
sible  tfaatt  they  riMmld  not  need  instractien,  when  they  faai«  no  eaqierience,  and 
tlieir  reasoning  faculties  are  but  partially  developed  ?  Parents  have  had  ejqpe-> 
rience,  and  <childr^  need  the  advantages  Which  it  enables  tlie  parents  to  give^ 
We  conceive,  that  a  ereat  share  of  human  miseiy  is,  directly  or  inctirMtly, 
ebar|;eabie  upon  this  nei^ct  of  parents.  The  virtues  are  not  st&clently  culti- 
vated, and  the  vices  not  suitably  repressed.  Instil  good  principles  into  the 
mi&ds  of  yooth^  guard  land  protect  them  against  vice,  cuhtvate  their  intellectual 
iacalties,  and  you  enable  them  to  step  forth  into  the  path  of  lift,  prepared  for 
enjoyment,  a  blessing  to  themselves,  a  pride  and  ornament  to  socieity<.  Let  ev* 
eiy  Okie  of  us,  who  has  the  least  influence  in  society,  exert  himself  to  promote 
the  success  of  our  Common  Schools.  Let  us  endeavor  lo  make  every  one  duly 
appreciate  the  advantaees,  that  are,  or  may  be,  derived  from  them.  They  are 
tbe  life-blood  of  our  Republic, — a  fortinoation,  to  defend  us  from  enemies 
abroad,  and  our  surest  safety  against  internal  commotion.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  0(>MMiTT£E.*-A]iTHi7ii  Oook,  Jr.,  Alexardsb  H.  At.JJU[, 


MTT  Ptk  Pn  5  (^)  Popttlatioo,  1,657.    VakiatieD,  j[290,S64 00.  * 

i^J^ruItJJj    .      .      ,      .       J        Number  of  Public  Scboate,  a. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ttgtB  in  all  the  Schools-^ln  Sammer,  SlO-^ln  Whiter,  416. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  228 — In  Winter,  326. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  423. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School^  44.^-No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  58. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  35  mths.  27  days^— In  Summer,  17  22— In  Winter,  18  5. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.^No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  8— F.  1. 
C?)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  69— To  Females,  ^12  06. 

(5)  Average  value  of  board  per  month-^f  Males,  $7  44— Of  Females,  $B  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  eiKclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^18  25— Of  Females,  g6  56. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of 'Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fnel,  ^800. 

(11)  Amoont  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

Oi)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11«— Average  No.  of 
Scholars,  40.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $5S6  66. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoa 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9|. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars^  119^ — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5123  75. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

!tftt^— Pierpont's  Series  and 
-"°-  and  Parley's.    Aritk- 
AU  others— WaAXs  on 
ns. 

Selectionb  from  Report.  *  *  The  irregular  attendance  of  scholars  is 
jigreflrf  evil;  for,  where  a  scholar  attends  but  one  fourth,  one  third,  or  even  one 
^If  of  the  term,  he  loses  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  benefits  of  the  school.  He  can 
be  kept  in  no  class, — end  each  day  he  does  attend,  he  is  as  if  just  commencing 
hisstttdiek    *    *    « 
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Insubordinatioii,  in  those  who  do  attend  our  schools,  is  another  great  and 
increasiDg  evil.  We  are  constrained  to  believe,  that  this  is,  in  a  great  measure, 
owing  to  the  management  of  children  at  home ;  at  least,  we  know  that  parents 
and  others  may  quell  the  spirit  of  insubordination,  if  proper  means  are  used. 

A  case  occurred,  in  one  of  the  schools  in  this  town,  the  past  winter,  which 
shows  how  much  may  be  done,  by  one  individual,  for  obtamine  that  end.  Jn 
that  school,  some  of  the  larger  scholars  combined  to  interrupt  the  school,  and 
proceeded  so  fiir  in  their  course,  that  application  was  made  to  the  committee 
K>r  an  order  to  expel  them.  A  friend  of  one  of  them  was  informed  of  the  case, 
by  one  of  the  committee,  and  his  interference  solicited.  He,  by  his  prompt, 
efficient  and  praise worthv  exertions,  so  neutralized  the  influence  of  that  scholar, 
that  the  evil  was  checked.  Let  all,  who  have  the  care  of  the  young,  follow 
that  nobJe  example,  and  we  should  not  so  often  hear  of  disturbances  in  our 
district  schools. 

We  would  urge  upon  parents,  the  importance  of  often  visiting  the  schools, 
in  their  respective  districts,  of  making  themselves  acquainted  with  their  teacher, 
and  his  system  of  instruction,  and  of  encouraging  their  children,  in  all  their 
praiseworthy  exertions  for  obtaining  useful  knowledge.  It  is  said,  "our  chil- 
dren, at  home  and  abroad,  are  a  mirror,  in  which  our  characters  may  be  seen." 

What  18,  what  can  &e,  then,  of  more  importance,  than  giving  our  children  a 
good  education  ?  And  can  that  time  be  said  to  be  thrown  away,  which  is 
spent  in  seeing  that  they  are  instructed  in  a  riffht  manner  ? 

Who  is  there  amongst  us,  that  would  empE>y  a  person  to  labor  for  him,  for 
three  months,  in  any  business,  and  never  call  to  see  how  the  work  is  done  ? 
Yet,  in  the  education  of  our  children,  a  business  of  far  greater  importance  to 
ourselves,  to  our  country,  and  to  the  world,  than  any  other,  they  are  committed 
to  a  teacher  for  that  len^  of  time,  and  he,  poor  man,  is  left  to  plod  his  weary 
way,  with  scarcely  a  sohtary  individual  to  encourage  him  in  his  labors. 

The  variety  of  books  used  in  our  schools  is  another  evil;  because  the  schol- 
ars are  to  be  formed  into  so  many  classes  to  accommodate  them  to  their  books, 
that  a  sufficient  length  of  time  cannot  be  devoted  to  any  class.  The  commit- 
tee have  directed  miat  books  should  be  used  in  the  various  branches,  and  have 
given  notice,  that,  when  new  books  are  needed,  those  should  be  procured. 
But  other  books  have  been  introduced  into  some  of  our  schools,  sometimes  by 
the  teachers,  and  sometimes  by  others,  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  schools, 
and  much  trouble,  and  some  needless  expense,  to  parents  and  guardians.  *  *  * 

There  are  provisions  of  law,  by  which  school  districts  may  greatly  aid  the 
cause  of  education,  with  but  small  additional  expense ;  such  as  providing  appa- 
ratus for  their  schools,  establishing  a  Common  School  Library  in  each  district, 
and  forming  union  districts  of  two  or  more  contiguous  districts,  where  the 
larger  scholars  may  be  instructed  separately  from  the  smaller  ones.  We  would 
name  these  subjects  for  your  consideration. 

Some  may  say,  there  is  no  necessity  of  so  much  expense  for  Common 
Schools;  that  colleges  and  academies  are  numerous,  and  there,  those  who 
wish,  may  obtain  an  education.  But  the  great  majority  of  our  youth,  if  edu- 
cated at  all,  must  be  educated  in  our  Common  Schools.  Then  make  Common 
Schools  all  that  is  necessary  to  qualify  our  youth  for  all  the  active  business  of 
life.    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— David  Long,  Isaac  Davenport,  A.  J.  Sumner. 


MTT  Tl  TTTt  V  J  ^^^  Populatiou,  2,153.    Valualion,  ;jf375,640  00. 

miLjnuitX,    .       .       .       .       ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  418 — In  Winter,  506. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  330 — In  Winter,  391. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  jind  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  525. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  18.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  131 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  b&  mths.— In  Summer,  26  7— In  Winter,  29  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sammer-- M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^M.  6— F.5. 
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^  ff  Average  wages  paid  per  month  inclading  boarc^To  Ma]ei,  (31 00— To  Females,  J[1S  BQ, 

(8)  Average  value  of  hpard  per  moiith>i-<>r  Males,  $3  00-~Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $95  00— Of  Females,  gS  09.  • 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raisfd  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  ineluding  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  (1,S00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6.p— Average  No.  of 
Scholars,  SO— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $SiSO, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

•  

Schools,  3.— 'Aggregate  of  months^  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  84.^— Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^25. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       .^-Income  firom  same,  $ 

Books  usxD.—£be/Zi>^g^— North  American.  JUading^^EBay  Lessons,  Intelligpnl  Reader, 
First  Class  Book,  Parley's  Tales  and  First  Book  in  History.  Gfrommar^-Smith's.  Pond's 
Murray's.  GeogremAy--<)lney's,  Smith's.  Arithnetic — Adams',  Smith's,  Colburn's.  All 
irtA^rs'— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 

Seucctioits  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  would  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  importance  of  makinff  a  wise  selection  of  teachers.  Probably  no 
one,  who  is  not  fiuniliar  with  schoiMs,  can  realize  fliUy  the  importance  of  this. 
Your  committee  have  had  occasion  to  realize  it,  and  often  with  deep  regret 
They  have  seen  the  same  school  which  has  made  commendable  progress  under 
one  teacher,  under  the  next  teacher,  remaining  during  a  whole  session,  well 
nigh  stationary ;  or  what  was  worse,  acquiring  a  distaste  for  study,  and  forming 
habits  of  idleness,  and  learning  to  be  insubordinate,  and  this  too,  when  there 
was  nothing  in  the  examination  of  the  teacher,  which  would  have  justified  the 
committee  in  rejecting  him.  The  school  committee  can  only  jud^e  of  the  men- 
tal and  moral  qualifications,  of  those  who  are  presented  for  exammation,  and  if 
they  are  not  deficient  in  these  respects,  they  approbate  them.  But  they  may 
afterwards  be  found  unskilful  in  teaching,  or  wanting  in  government,  or  defi- 
cient in  energy ;  and  if  they  are  not  too  nagrandy  so  to  be  endured,  they  can- 
not with  propriety  be  removed.  And  yet  they  may  be  so  far  disqualified, 
in  some  of  these  respects,  as  to  render  an  entire  school  session  well  nigh  use- 
less, if  not  worse  than  useless.  And  the  difilerence  between  such  a  teacher 
and  one  who  would  have  carried  the  school  forward  in  their  studies,  and  crea- 
ted in  them  a  fondness  for  study,  and  trained  them  to  habits  of  subordination 
aDd  order,  is  so  great,  that  it  is  more  than  a  sufilcient  compensation  for  all  the 
increased  troubfe  it  cost  to  find  him,  and  the  increased  wa^es  his  services 
might  demand.  We  do  sincerely  hope,  that  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  engage 
teachers,  will  spare  no  pains  to  get  good  teachers,  and  not  only  good  teachers, 
but  the  best  that  can  be  obtained.  We  know  it  will  cost  some  additional  trou- 
ble to  procure  such  teachers,  and  perhaps  a  few  dollars  a  month  more  for 
wages,  but  we  trust  this  trouble,  and  this  expense,  will  not  be  weighed  against 
the  superior  and  lasting  benefits  conferred  on  a  school  by  such  a  teacher. 
*  *  £very  parent  who  has  a  child  in  a  school,  ought  to  visit  the  school,  once 
at  least,  each  session,  in  addition  to  attending  the  final  examination.  He  ought 
to  know  for  himself  whether  the  teacher  is  faithful,  and  what  progress  his 
child  is  making.  It  would  have  a  happy  influence,  upon  both  teacher  and 
scholars.  And  from  them  the  school  committee  might  derive  much  valuable 
inforchation,  and  many  important  suggestions,  in  respect  to  the  school.  If  this 
can  be  brought  about  in  no  other  way,  we  would  recommeod  that  some  one,  or 
more,  in  every  district,  be  appointed  to  visit  the  school  once  a  week,  at  least, 
throughout  the  whole  session.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— S.  G.  Bucxinoham,  N.  Beach,  A.  Hunting. 
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NEW  BRMNTKEE,   T" Sr^^S.ltTi'^ * 

(2>  No.  of  Scholars  of  ail  age«  in  all  Ihe  S«hoolfr*^  Bommw,  Md^^In  Wintev,  263. 
<3)  ATorage  aitendanee  ia  the  Scbeols^In  Sammer,  109^In  Winter,  199^ 

(4)  No.  of  persons  bHetween  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  tlie  town,  189.«*<-No»  of  pemons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attead  School,  6.— rNo.  ovef  16.  years  of  age  who  atlend  School,  26, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  36  mths.  21  days.— 4[n  Summer,  15*-^la  Winter,  21 21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   ,^V.  6:-^No.  of  Teachers  in  Wiotei-^.  G^F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  inclodiag  board— To  Bfales,  1^26  26— To  Fentaies,  S  ^^  ^S- 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  66— Of  Females,  S^  3^- 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  jf  18  60--Of  Females,  gS  25. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  Ihe  support  of  Schools,  inckidiiig  only  th9  wageq  fkf 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $B00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eontribated  for  Public  Schools,  f2S. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Scbooia,    .-'-^Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,     .— Aver^gie  ^q,  of  S^IaiVI^     -nAggfe- 
gaie  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ff  .—Income  from  same,  f 


B«oKS  9SIO.— £|pe/2n^|<wWebeter's.  £<MK^^|wThe  Bible,  American  First  Class  Book, 
Rhetorical  Reader,  Intelligent  Reader,  Improv^  Reader,  Child's  €}<|iidie.  Franklw  Pxuner. 
^        Mtr^— Pond's  Murray's,     Ge^wrap^y—Olney's,  Peter  parley's.     Arithmetic — Smith's. 

?  Improved,  Colburn's  First  Lessons  and  ISmerson's.    AU  oihers—'Dsiy'^  and  Davies' 

a,  Goodrich's  History  and  Webster's  Dictionary. 


Orammar-^Pond 

Adams 

Algebra 


Selections  from  Report.  *  *  This  schpol  is  a  model  of  good  order, 
of  promptness  in  their  recitations  and  answers  to  questions  proposed.  The 
instruction,  which  the  school  has  received  during  the  past  year,  has  been  tho- 
rough and  efficient ;  and  its  present  good  condition  is  owinff  to  a  concurrence 
of  circumstances,  without  which,  no  school  can  flourish,  rarents  in  this  dis- 
trict have,  for  many  years,  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children, 
which  has  been  manifested  in  the  pains  they  have  taken  to  procure  good  in- 
structors, in  their  visiting  the  school,  when  e^mined  by  the  committee,  and  in 
their  united  efforts  to  promote  the  common  interest    *    *    * 

In  nearly  all  the  schools  in  town,  there  has  been  a  better  attendance  of  pa- 
rents, at  the  time  of  the  public  examination,  the  past  year,  than  heretofore.  It 
is  also  becoming  customary  for  members  of  otlier  schools  to  be  present  on  such 
occasions.    This  is  a  good  practice. 

In  the  last  year's  report,  the  schoolhouses  in  Nos.  1  and  2,  were  represented 
as  needing  a  general  repair  in  the  inside.  The  committee  have  the  satis&ctjon 
of  stating,  that  both  these  districts  are  taking  measures  to  accomplish  this  im- 
portant object  It  is  hoped,  by  your  committee,  that  district  No.  3  will  also 
make  further  repairs  in  the  inside. 

Your  committee  would  earnestly  recommend,  that  every  district  would  use 
its  l)est  endeavors  to  raise  the  standard  of  education.  Much  mav  be  effected 
by  the  united  exertions  of  those  who  compose  the  district  The  nrst  and  great 
object  to  be  kept  in  view,  is  to  obtain  teachers  of  suitable  qualiflcations,  both 
literary  and  moral.  Teachers  should  be  sought,  of  proper  age,  experience  and 
character ;  and  by  character,  is  intended  something  besides  the  mere  negative 
of  immorality  and  licentiousness.  We  should  not  be  satisfied  with  one,  because 
he  has  not  been  guilty  of  any  indictable  offence.  Chwader  is  something  posi- 
tive.   It  includes  all  that  is  manly,  virtuous  and  noble.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  inform  the  town,  that  in  their  opinion, 
there  is  a  class  in  almost  every  school  in  the  town,  who  need  higher  advanta- 
ges, than  they  can  expect  to  enjoy  in  their  respective  districts ;  and  that  is  the 
most  important  class  among  our  youth,  viz.  the  older  and  better  scholars,  who 
are  finishing  their  education,  who  need  and  earnestly  desire  instruction  that  is 
not  usually  to  be  foimd  in  Common  district  schools.    They  have  been  through 
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with  the  ordhiary  studies,  perhaps  once  and  again ;  and  in  the  next  school  they 
attend,  will  only  review  what  they  already  know,  or  engage  in  some  studies,  of 
which  they  can  gaih  but  a  very  imperfect,  and  in  many  cases,  incorrect  ac- 
quaintance. This  state  of  things  has  led  to  the  introduction  of  the  study  of 
Datura!  and  moral  philosophy,  and  other  kindred  sciences,  which  the  committee 
have  hitherto  winked  at,  but  never  approved.  They  have  been  pained  to  see 
so  many  of  our  brightest  youth,  having  nothing  to  do  in  school^  and  nearly  as 
much  pained  at  seeing  them  learning  that,  which  might  be  of  great  value  to 
them,  under  such  disadvantageous  circumstances.  Another  consequence  is, 
that  a  portion  of  those  youth  of  whom  we  are  now  speaking,  seek  their  remedy 
by  resorting  to  more  public  institutions,  and  some  can  afford  to  pay  the  ex- 
peose  thus  incurred,  while  the  greater  part  has  not  the  ability.  This  tends  to 
weaken  our  own  schools,  and  is  more  unsafe  for  those  who  go  abroad.  Home 
is  undoubtedly  the  safest  place  for  youth,  until  they  arrive  at  manhood. 

But  must  this  state  of  af&irs  always  continue  ?  Your  committee  think  it 
needs  not,  and  ought  not  Let  the  town  have  one  permanent  school,  where  all 
of  proper  age  and  attainments,  shall  have  a  right  to  attend,  kept  by  a  man  of 
suitable  qualifications,  to  instruct  in  all  the  higher  branches  of  an  English  edu- 
cation. This  will  meet  the  wants  of  that  important  class  of  youth,  of  which  the 
committee  have  been  speaking,  arid  which  may  always  be  expected  to  be  suffi- 
ciently numerous  to  compose  a  respectable  school.  This  is  required  by  law, 
in  towns  of  larger  population.  Your  committee  see  not,  why  it  would  not  be 
quite  as  usefhl  in  this  place,  and  why  it  is  not  as  needfiil,  as  though  we  had 
twice,  or  thrice  the  number  of  £imilies,  we  now  have.  Probably  the  expense 
necessary  to  sustain  such  a  school,  may  present  itself  to  the  minds  of  some,  as 
a  formidable  objection ;  but  when  carefully  examined,  this  objection  is  less  than 
it  may  at  first  appear.  In  case  of  such  a  school,  free  to  all  whom  the  town 
should  designate  as  having  a  right  to  its  privileges,— the  instruction  in  the  several 
districts  would  be  diminished;  and  most,  or  ail  of  them  might  be  instructed  by 
females ;  and  in  some  cases,  two  districts  might  be  united.  It  is  to  be  consid- 
ered, also,  that  a  few  individuals  are  constantly  paying  enough  to  sustain  a 
school  of  this  character,  by  sending  their  children  abroad,  where,  perhaps,  their 
advantages  are  but  a  little,  if  any,  above  what  they  might  be  at  home.  And 
this  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  while  things  remain  as  they  now  are.  And 
on  the  supposition,  that  such  a  school  would  add  to  the  sum  now  raised  by  the 
town,  one,  or  two,  or  even  three  hundred  dollars,  it  can  well  afford  to  meet  the 
expense,  and  think  it  trifiing,  when  conipared  with  tlie  advantages  to  be  expect- 
ed from  it 

A  school  of  this  character  would  operate  as  a  constant  stimulus  in  the  minds 
of  all  the  children  throughout  the  town,  who  would  be  looking  forward  with 
great  anxietv,  to  the  time  when  it  would  be  their  privilege  to  become  members 
of  it    •    •^^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE John  Fiske,  Samuel  Mixter,  Hollis  Tidd. 


NOR  THE  OR  O  UGH        \  ^'^  Population,  1 ,224.     Valuation,  j^261,016  60. 
XI  X>  L/xl  U  fJ  LTXI,       ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  203— In  Winter,  327.    ' 

(8)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  142 — In  Winter,  247. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  362. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25. 
(d)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  29  mlbs.  17  days.— In  Summer,  15  21  .--In  Winter,  13  23. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.   . 
f^)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^29  80— Tn  Females,  ^11  66. 
(^)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^9  80— Of  Females,  54  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^20  00— Of  Females,  $1 00. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  onl>'  the  wages  of 

Teacbersy.board  and  fuel,  31^. 
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(II)  Amount  of  board  and  fael,  if  any,  eootributed  for  Poblie  Sehoolt,  $    . 
(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academjes,   d— Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 
Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  S. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  24JI.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  61.^-Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .*— Income  from  same,  g 

Books  used.— &>e2tif^g^— North  American  and  Pierpont's  Little  Learner.  Readings-Bible^ 
National  Reader,  Young  Ladies  Class  Book,  Worcester's  3d  Part,  Young  Reader,  Worces- 
ter's 1st  and  2d  Parts.  Gratnmar— Smith's,  Watts  on  the  Improvement  of  the  Mind,  Way- 
land's  Moral  Science.  Geography — Olney's,  Parley's,  ilnt/uMiic^Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  ad 
Parts.  All  o</i«r«— Blake's  natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy,  Parley's  History— Ist  and  2d 
ParU. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  all  our  winter  schools,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  of  the  centre  district,  the  older  and  younger  classes  were 
brought  together,  and  taught  by  a  master.  This  is  an  evil,  for  which  it  mav  not 
be  easy,  in  all  cases,  to  find  a  remedy,  but  which  seriously  interferes  with  the 
progress  of  the  scholars.  In  this  respect,  the  centre  district  has  advantages 
over  all  the  others.  Here,  a  separation  is  made  between  the  older  and  younger 
pupils ;  and  your  committee  wish  that  the  whole  town  could  witness  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  this  arrangement,  as  they  appeared  at  the  examination  the  last 
winter. 

The  attempt  was  made,  a  few  years  since,  to  convey  the  benefits  of  this 
system  to  all  the  districts ;  and,  though  it  fiiiled,  they  cannot  doubt  that,  if  the 
system  could  once  be  fairly  introduced,  it  would  be  generally  approved,  and 
would  contribute,  more  thim  almost  any  thing  else,  to  raise  the  character  6f  our 
schools.  Under  the  present  arrangement,  it  is  impossible  for  the  most  skilful 
teacher  to  do  justice  to  the  older  and  younger  classes,  especially  where  the 
school  18  large. 

It  may  be  deemed  invidious,  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  different 
schools  in  this  town ;  yet  it  seems  but  just,  that  the  town  should  know  by 
whom  they  have  been  most  faithfully  served,  that  honor  may  be  given  to  whom 
honor  is  due.  They  prefer  no  charges  of  criminal  negligence,  or  intentional 
mismanagement  against  any  of  the  teachers,  all  of  v^om  they  believe  to  be 
young  men  of  respectable  talents,  and  blameless  lives  and  conversation.  But, 
K>r  want  of  tact  or  skill  in  the  art  of  government,  or  the  mode  of  teaching,  and 
it  may  be  in  part  owing  to  the  faults  of  the  scholars,  or  of  the  injudicious  con- 
duct of  parents,  all  were  not  equally  successful.    •    *    • 

Of  the  other  schools,  your  committee  can  speak  in  terms  of  unqualified 
approbation.  There  was  evidence  of  the  most  satisfactory  kind,  that  the  most 
delightful  harmony  subsisted  between  the  teachers  and  scholars,  and  that  both 
had  the  cooperation  of  the  parents,  without  which  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
succeed. 

In  the  west  school,  as  your  committee  were  informed,  so  strong  an  interest 
in  the  pursuit  of  learning  was  awakened  in  the  minds  of  the  scholars,  that  they 
could  not  easily  be  induced  to  stay  at  home  for  a  single  day,  even  when  the 
roads  were  rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  deep  snows.  Very  great  im- 
provement was  made  in  this  school.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  were  pleased  with  the  introduction  of  singing  into  this  and 
some  of  the  other  schools,  and  they  believe  that,  when  properly  conducted,  it 
will  have  a  propitious  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  scholars,  and  greatly  aid 
the  teacher  m  the  government  of  a  schooL 

In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  town,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  school 
committee^  in  their  last  annual  report,  five  sets  of  the  School  Library,  so  far  as 
published,  have  been  purchased,  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts, forming  the  beginning  of  a  School  Library  in  each  district 

Since  the  purchase,  several  additional  volumes  have  been  published,  and 
your  committee  would  recommend,  that  a  sum  of  money  be  appropriated,  from 
the  interest  of  the  State  ft^nd,  now  in  the  town  treasury,  for  the  purchase  qf  the 
volumes,  as  they  may  issue  from  the  press.    They  cannot  doubt,  that  the 
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measure  will  be  approved  by  the  town,  and  that  the  books,  belonging  to  the 
School  Library,  will  be  read  with  profit  and  delight 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  congratulate  the  town  on  the  general 
good  standing  of  our  schools,  as  well  as  on  the  increased  interest,  which  has 
been  awakened,  throughout  our  Commonwealth,  in  the  great  subject  of  popu- 
lar education ;  and  they  trust,  that  this  town  will  not  be  backward  to  furnish 
the  means  of  further  progress,  that  we  may  deserve  the  reputation,  which  we 
have  gained  by  our  good  schools,  and  escape  the  odium  of  being  left  behind 
oar  neighbors,  in  the  general  march  of  improvement    *    *    •    ' 

SCHOOL  COMMnTE£.-nJosEPB  Allew,  D.  H.  Emerson,  Isaac  Davis,  John  F. 
Pay. 


NOR  THBRID  G'P  \  '^^  Population,  1,409.    Valuation,  f  209,656  00.     » 

'       *       C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(5)  No.  of  Scbolan  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  277— In  Winter,  339. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  206— In  Winter,  279. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  400.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  58.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  60. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  38  mths — ^In  Summer,  19— In  Winter,  19. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  521  58— To  Females,  5 12  71. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  00-^Of  Females,  56  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $IZ  68— Of  Females,  $%  71. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^b&d, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  572. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .-^Average  number  of 

Scholars,         .^-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  oaineorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  18.^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  120.1— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^^« 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 


Books  ussD^-^fiSpe^iig^-Webster's,  AngelPs.     RMuUng-^KufgeWs* 
Gec^TopAy— Smith's,  Olney's.    ArUhmttic-^m\}h%  Adams'. 


Grojninai^-Smith's. 


REifABKw — ^It  is  possible  that  the  average  wages  of  the  male  teachers  may 
be  a  little  top  low  ;*the  figures  against  some  of  the  districts  being  inconsist- 
ent with  each  other,  and  there  being  no  data  to  determine  which  are  erroneous. 

SsitECTioifs  FROM  Rkfort.  *  *  YouT  Committee  are  happy  in  being  able 
to  report  an  increasing  interest,  in  town,  in  regard  to  the  welfare  of  our  Public 
Schoola  There  has  been  an  evident  improvement  on  former  years,  in  the 
management  of  our  schools,  as  well  as  in  the  mode  of  instruction.  Still,  your 
committee  ieel  that  there  are  many  prominent  evils  that  still  exists  which  migiA 
and  wiM  to  be  removed,  some  of  which  they  will  briefly  allude  to. 

I.  The  irregular  attendance  of  the  scholara  In  some  of  our  schools,  during 
the  past  year,  the  average  attendance  has  been  one  fourth  less  than  the  whole 
attendance.  Your  committee  look  upon  this  as  an  evil  of  no  mnail  magnitude. 
A  child  sent  to  school  wm  da^,  and  detained  the  next, — or  sent  a  part  of  one 
week,  and  detained  the  whole  of  the  next,  we  feel  to  be  a  great  evil,  both  to  the 
child  and  to  the  school,  as  well  as  a  serious  perplexity  to  the  teacher.    •    *    * 

The  ti^ird  evil  which  vour  committee  would  mention,  is  a  lack  of  kind  coop- 
eration, on  the  part  of  the  parents,  with  the  teacher,  in  the  government  of  the 
BchooL  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  this  evil  has  existed,  during 
the  past  year,  to  an  unjustifiable  extent.    It  is  in  the  power  of  the  parent  to 
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counteract  all  the  efforts,  the  best  qualified  teacher  may  make  for  the  good  of 
the  school  committed  to  his  charge.  A  few  words  of  complaint  against  the 
teacher,  in  the  hearing  of  the  child,  a  single  expression  of  willingness  to  take 
the  part  of  the  child,  m  any  difficulty  arising  between  him  and  bis  teacher,  is 
oftentimes  attended  with  most  unhappy  results.    •    »    • 

Your  committee  would  call  your  attention,  agcdn,  to  the  state  of  the'scho<rf- 
houses,  many  of  which  ought  to  be  new  modelled,  and  some  demolished,  par- 
ticularly the  one  in  District  No.  5. 

Your  committee  would  also  recommend,  that  those  districts  which  embrace 
our  factory  villages,  where  the  scholars  are  mostly  small,  should  employ  female 
teachers,  both  summer  and  winier.  Those  districts  that  have  adopted  this  course, 
have  found  that  these  schools  have  been  equally  as  well  managed,  and  they 
have  been  able  to  continue  them  about  one  fourth  longer. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Michael  Burdxtt,  Lkwis  Pxhhell. 
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(2)  No.  of  Scboian  of  all  a^es  in  ftll  the  Schools— In  Summer,  281— In  Winter,  405. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  229 — In  Winter,  290. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  yean  of  age  in  the  town.  376.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  80. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  45  mtbs.— In  Summer,  21 — In  Winter,  24. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8>— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  75— To  Femaleey^l2  50. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 50^-Of  Females,  $6  20. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $19  25 — Of  Females^  $S  30. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^liOOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,^if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .--Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6i|.-^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  93. — Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  J76. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — ^Webster^s.  Reading — ^Worcester's  2d,  3d  and  4th  Books,  Na- 
tional Reader,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader  and  New  Testament.  f?rafiimar«-Smith'.<»  Produc- 
tive and  Pond's  Murray's.  &eogra^»^— Hall's  and  Olney's.  Ari£hmetu>'Sm\\k\  Peter  Par- 
le3*'s  and  Colburn's  First  Lessons.  All  o</ter«— Franklin  Primer,  Peter  Parley's  1st  and  2d 
Book  of  Hi.story,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Day's  Algebra,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Watts 
on  the  Mind. 

S^xccTioNs  FROM  Report.  *  *  One  most  excellent  feature,  in  our  Com- 
mon  School  system,  is  to  be  seen  in  the  privileges  it  extends  to  the  children  of 
the  poor,  and  of  every  class  and  every  name.    •    •    * 

This  feature,  in  our  school  system,  is  not  only  excellent,  as  it  diffbses  know- 
ledge through  all  classes  of  society,  but  also  perfectly  just.  For  our  children 
are  the  property  of  the  State.  They  are  educated  and  trained,  not  solely  for 
their  own  good,  not  principally  for  the  honor  and  benefit  of  the  families  to 
which  they  belong,  but  also  for  the  town, — ^for  the  Commonwealth.  Neglect 
but  the  education  of  the  young,  and  how  long  before  the  baleful  efilects  would 
be  felt,  and  seen,  and  lamented,  through  all  the  State  ?  The  result  would  be, 
want  of  intelligence,  destitution  of  virtuous  enterprise,  bondage  to  superstition, 
loss  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  The  proper  education  of  children  is  wtpub^ 
lie  concern,  because  a  public  benefit, — a  measure  indispensably  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  our  liberties,  and  the  common  prosperity.    Of  course,  it 
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ougiit  to  be^  in  jttstico  to  the  publk^  as  in  fisct  it  !•  bgr  our  0latiite%  doa*  at  tlie 
oommon  ezpeikMn.    *    *    * 

These  remarks  are  made  by  your  coaiimttee  to  ease  and  comfort  some 
minds,  whiob  are  apt  to  feel  reffreta,  if  not  a  little  aourneaay  in  concideralion  of 
the  amount  raised  to  deihiy  the  expense  of  educatuig  our  duldreii.  Let  it 
nsTor  be  fergotteni  thai,  for  the  honor,  intelligeace,  frrodom  and  protperity  of 
the  State,  the  nation,  even  in  time  yet  to  come,  and  far  remote^  is  tfais  expense 
iocurred.    •    *    * 

*  ^  Some  thirty  or  fbrtr  years  since,  a  teacher,  in  a  PuUio  School,  nnist 
&mi8h  a  certificate  of  his  liteiary  qualifications,  or  that  he  conUI  read,  and 
write,  and  cipher  well,  given  by  the  minister  of  the  town,  or  an  instructer  of  am 
academy  or  grammar  school,  together  with  proper  evidence  of  his  good  moral 
character.  The  people  considerad  it  a  good  thing  ibr  the  minister  to  visit  the 
school,  especially  at  the  close,  though  no  law  existed,  requiring  minister, 
Bdeetmen,  or  parents,  or  any  one  else  to  do  it.  There  vras  no  legal  supervision 
of  sny  of  our  PuUie  Schools,  and,  if  wholly  neglected,  as  they  o&n  were,  there 
was  no  penalty  incurred  by  any  one.  Several  hundred  dollars  vrere  thus  ex-* 
pended  in  town,  annually,  and  it  was  no  one's  duty  to  inquire  and  learns 
whether  it  was  expended  for  the  better  or  the  worse. 

In  1827,  former  laws,  providing  for  the  instruction  of  youth,  and  for  the 
promotion  of  good  education,  were  repealed,  and  a  new  law  passed,  which, 
among  other  things,  required  every  town  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  or 
more,  whose  duty  it  is  *  *  to  use  tbeir  innueace  to  render  the  respeclivo 
schools  as  prc^taUe  and  prosperous  as  possible. 

And  how  consonant  are  these  provisions  of  this  law  to  the  eoorse  pursued 
by  eveiT  judicious,  common-sense  man,  in  managing  his  own  concerns !  Does 
he  send  his  hired  man,  though  he  come  with  a  proper  recommendation,  alone^ 
into  his  tillage  field,  to  plant  and  hoe  his  corn,  or  into  his  garden  to  weed  and 
to  cultivate  3ie  choice  vegetables,  without  ever  inquiring  and  ascertaining  how 
he  does  his  work,  and  whether  he  earn  his  wages  ?  or  does  he  pot  one  to  break 
his  young  beasts  of  burden  or  draught,  without  taking  some  oversight  of  him, 
and  learning,  before  too  late,  whether  he  vnil  probably  subdue  their  spirits  or 
break  their  necks?  or,  who  would  send  a  stranger  into  his  fruit  yard,  to  cleanse 
and  trim  his  choice  trees,  without  observing,  whether  he  is  a  judicious  and 
skilful  pruner,  or  only  a  pretender,  who  wounds  and  spoils  the  trees  rather 
than  clears  away  the  redundant  and  firuitless  branches,  and  gives  them  a  proper 
shape?    *    •    * 

If  it  be  said,  that  our  school  teachers  are  all  examined,  and  receive,  from  the 
committee,  a  certificate  of  their  qualifications  for  giving  instruction,  and  this 
is  sufficient ;  it  should  be  said,  in  reply,  they  are  examined,  and  receive  a 
certificate  in  respect  to  their  knowledge  of  those  branches  of  education,  in 
which  they  are  to  give  instruction,  and  not  as  to  tbeir  skill  in  managing  a 
school,  which  cannot  be  ascertained  by  personal  examination,  and  only  by  ex- 
periment. And  who  does  not  understand,  that  a  young  man  may  know  enough 
to  instruct  any  Public  School,  and  still  be  a  miserable  school  teacher.  The 
committee  may  be  watchful,  and  do  their  duty  with  care,  and  still  recommend, 
as  able  to  teach  a  Public  School,  those,  who,  for  other  reasons  than  the  want 
of  education,  ought  never  to  enter  a  schoolhouse  as  teacher.  Men  must  have 
other  than  literary  qualifications,  or  they  are  unfit  persons  to  instruct  the 
young ;  and  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  any,  to  determine,  with  certainty,  what 
sort  of  school  they  will  keep,  till  they  have  made  the  experiment.  If  they  are 
not  communicative  and  apt  to  teach ;  if  they  have  not  the  gifl  or  art  of  govern- 
ment ;  if  they  have  no  government  over  their  own  spirits ;  if  they  are  destitute 
of  mildness  united  with  decision;  if  slow,  and  destitute  of  energy  and  life  in 
the  management  of  a  school,  they  will  make  poor  teachers,  though  they  have 
all  knowledge,  and  understand  all  mysteries.    *    *    • 

A  young  man  may  be  a  very  remarkable  scholar,  and  his  moral  character 
unimpeachable,  and  yet  be  whollv  incompetent  to  teach  a  Common  SchooL 
His  school  might  be  such,  that  it  should  not  continue  a  single  week  without  a 
revolution. 

Your  schools,  then,  need  a  wise  and  careful  supervision ;  and,  after  all,  some 
will  not  be  so  successful  as  could  be  desired,  as  you  will  all  perceive  from  tho 
sequel  of  this  report    •    •    • 


* 
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AmoD;  the  ten  sehool-rooms  In  town,  there  are  bat  four  or  five,  at  moet,  but 
what  might  be  altered  much  for  the  better,  and  in  which  a  school  will  not,  m 
some  measure,  auflbr  a  loss,  irom  their  internal  construction.  In  most  of  the 
rest,  one  half  of  the  seholan  are  directly  in  fit>nt,  and  in  &ce  of  the  other  hal^ 
whereby  they>san  interchimge  their  thoughts  by  one  kind  of  language  or  an- 
other, and  when  the  teacher  has  his  fiice  toward  one  half  the  school,  his  back 
18  toward  the  other. 

Another  evil  in  most  of  them  is,  that  many  of  the  seats  are  so  elevated  as  to 
present  the  scholars  with  a  view^f  all  out-door  concerns.  *  *  All  the  seats 
should  be  thrown  upon  one  side  of  the  house,  except  a  seat  for  recitation,  or  a 
few  small  children ;  and  be  so  coustructed,  that  one  laive  black-board,  or  sev- 
eral black-boards,  may  be  very  much  in  fit>nt  of  most  of  the  school,  especially 
in  fiill  view  of  the  class.  With  such  a  board  or  boards,  should  every  school  be 
provided*    •    •    • 

When  persons  are  examined  for  teachers,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  pru- 
dential committee  of  the  respective  districts  should  be  present,  and  hear  the 
examination  of  his  own  teacher.  And  it  is  the  request  of  the  school  committee, 
that  this  should  be  the  practice,  as  it  may  prevent  complaints  which  otherwise 
miffht  be  made.    *    •    * 

Your  comnnttee  would  congratulate  all  the  friends  of  our  youth  and  of  the 
community,  upon  the  gradual  advance  of  the  cause  of  education.  Thirty  years 
since,  many  branches,  now  taught  in  our  schools  and  understood  by  many  of 
our  youth,  were  altogether  unstudied  and  unknown.  Such  were  geography,  the 
history  of  our  own  country,  mental  arithmetic,  algebra,  and  some  others  that 
might  be  named.  And  would  parents  take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  cause  of 
Common  School  Education,  and  see  their  schoolhouses  put  and  kept  in  a  proper 
State,  and  furnished  with  fiicilities  for  progress  in  study,  and  value  the  intellec- 
tual improvement  of  their  children,  above  an  estate  associated  with  stupid  igno- 
rance, they  might  hope  for  the  intelligence,  respectability  and  usefulness  of 
their  children  and  their  children's  children. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^Thomas  Snsll,  Barvum  Nte,  Frxxmak  Walkxr. 


OAKHAM  \  ^^^  ^®P*^**><*"»  l»^^-    Valuation,  SX30;m  83. 

'        •      •       •      •       ^       Namber  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  228— In  Winter,  355. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  179— In  Winter,  289. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  295. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  28.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  52. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  40  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  18  14^— In  Wmter,  22. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^-M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^  06— To  Females,  ^10  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $^  Ib-^f  Females,  ^4  57. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ;^16  31— Of  Females,  $b  43. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including'only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^700. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $2n. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Acildemies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5. — Agg^gate  of  months  kept,  8.^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  55.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^135. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  —Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spetfti^g:^— Webster's  Dictionary  and  Spelling  Book.  Reading — ^Bible,  Rhe- 
torical and  Intelligent  Readers,  American  Primer,  Child's  Guide.  Grammar — Pond's  Murray's 
and  Smith's.  Geqgmpfty— Olney's  and  Hall's.  Arithmetic — Adams'  and  Colbum's  Mental. 
All  o<^»— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.  and  Child's  First  Book  of  History. 
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SviiBcvioHs  FROM  RxFo&T.  *  *  The  committee  oongmtolate  the  town  on 
the  general  prosperity  of  Common  Schools  in  this  town,  and  the  universal  in- 
terest which  the  subject  of  Common  School  Education  is  exciting  through  the 
whole  community.    •    •    • 

Your  committee  feel,  that  there  has  been  an  improvement,  this  year,  in  our 
schools,  BO  &r  as  it  re^ds  the  fundamental  studies.  The  importance  of  read- ' 
jng,  spelling  and  writing,  can  never  be  overrated.  Give  a  man  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  spelling  book,  the  ability  to  read  fluently  nnd  understanding- 
ly,  a  good  knowledge  of  figures,  with  the  skill  of  writing  a  &ir  legible  hand, 
and  he  is  prepared  for  almost  an^  business.  The  art  of  spelling  has  been,  of 
late,  regarded  as  a  branch  of  mmor  importance, — a  branch  to  be  studied  by 
small  scholars  only.  This  mistaken  notion,  your  committee,  regarding  as  a  fun- 
damental error,  have  made  an  efR>rt  to  correct  it,  and  have  reason  to  believe 
their  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain.  In  a  government  like  ours,  the  perpetuity  of 
whose  institutions  depends  upon  general  intelligence,  the  abilitv  to  read  under- 
standingly,  correctly  and  gracefully, « is  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished." 

If  the  science  of  reading  were  more  thoroughly  taught  in  our  schools,  we 
feel  assured,  that  the  number  of  reading  men  would  be  far  greater,  and  a  much 
greater  fund  of  information  would  be  diffused  through  the  community.  A  taste 
for  reading  is  acquired  in  youth,  and  if  not  then,  it  is  very  rarely  acquired  in 
after-life.    Many  scholars  have  undervalued  these  branches.    *    *    * 

Another  obstacle  to  the  improvement  in  our  schools  is  the  irregular  attend- 
ance of  some  of  the  scholars.  *  *  Your  committee  have  made  a  computa- 
tion, and  find,  startling  as  may  be  the  fiict,  there  has  been  a  loss,  in  the  ag^re- 
Site,  of  1,250  weeks,  or  between  twenty-fourand  twenty-five  years  of  schoohng. 
f  what  avail  are  good  teachers,  if  children  are  not  present  to  be  taught  ?  Ev- 
ery parent  should  feel,  that  it  should  be  no  trifling  cause  that  should  detain  his 
cluld  from  schooL  It  is,  at  most,  but  a  small  gain  to  the  parent,  but  an  incalcu- 
lable loss  to  the  child.  Let  there  be  a  united  eflbrt  made  to  remedy  this  defect, 
and  all  will  be  benefited,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest 

Another  great  hindrance  to  the  improvement  of  our  schools,  is  the  want  of 
interest  felt  by  the  parents. 

The  importance  of  popular  education  we  need  not  enjoin  on  your  considera- 
tion. The  Father  of  our  Country,  in  his  Farewell  Address,  speaking  of  the 
basis  of  a  free  government,  says, — ^^  Promote,  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance, institutions  for  the  general  difliision  of  knowledge.  In  proportion  as 
the  structure  of  a  government  gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  essential,  that 
public  opinion  be  enlightened."    *    *    * 

Parents  should  strive  to  cooperate  with  the  teachers,  and  imprint  on  the  ten- 
der mind  the  priuciples,  the  teacher  has  instilled.  A  single  word,  dropped  by 
the  parent  in  the  hearing  of  the  child,  discountenancing  the  conduct  of  the 
teacher,  may  set  in  motion  a  train  of  measures,  which  will  entirely  destroy  the 
usefulness  of  the  school.  Let  every  parent,  then,  stand  by  good  order,  and  lend 
his  aid  to  render  pleasant  and  profitable  the  laborious  occupation  of  a  teacher. 
Let  every  parent  impress  on  the  mind  of  his  children,  that  *^  order  is  heaven's 
first  law ;"  that  the  authority  of  a  teacher  is  just,  necessary  and  expedient,  and 
that  they  shall  suffer  the  penalty  of  a  broken  law  at  home,  if  they  escape  at 
school,  and  the  government  of  a  school  would  be  comparatively  trifling.  *  *  ^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— James  Kimball,  Horace  P.  Wakbfikld. 


n  "VJi^n  J?r}  i^^^  Popalation,  2,047.    Valuation,  5dM,058  20. 

^^^  C^/t/y,       ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  99S— In  Winter,  401. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  311— In  Winter,  320. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  464.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  57. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  48. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  69  mths.— In  Summer,  46— In  Winter,  24. 
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i6)n<^o(tmtkm'm9vmim--M.  *^.  U^No.  of  TaairiMn  Ip  WiRm^^tt.  9-^.  . 

(7)  Avm^i w^M  imid pw aoMh,  im\9diagbon6^To Males, ^24  TS^To FenntM,  fll  95. 

(8)  Avwage  v»hM  of  boaid  per  monlb— Of  Males,  gS  O0.«-Of  Pennies,  f  5  6ft. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  ezclasive  of  board— Of  Males,  j[l6  62— Of  Females,  56  i». 

(10)  Amoant  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  ot  Schoob,  inclading  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  foel,  S^fl^- 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    • 

\VI)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    ^—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .^-ATerage  No.  of 

Scholnrs,     ^—Aggregate  paid  for  toUioo,  $ 
(Id)  No.  of  unincorporated  Aeademies,  Private  Schools,  and  Sehools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  l.-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.*— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  a6.^Aggre- 

gale  pud  fer  tuition,  5^B25. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  f       .—Income  from  same,  $ 


JK9  vsiD^—Soe^/ff^g:'— Webster's.  Readmg-^J^tw  TesUment,  Worcester's  Series  of 
t.  Intelligent  Koidcr,  Child's  Guide.  CSfraiiiiiiar^-Smith*s.  &«agra|)Ay--Smith's  and 
r's.    ilriMaMlso— Smith's,    ili/ ofAer*— Parley's  and  New  York  Pnmers, 


Books 

Books, 

Obiey's.    iln(hm<lso— Smith's,    ili/ ofAer*— Parley'i 


Rkmarx. — On  the  first  side  of  the  blank  the  aggregates  only  are  carried  out; 
and  not  the  items  of  the  respective  districts. 

SxLECTioifS  FROM  Refort.  *  *  YoiiT  Committee  would  here,  however, 
respectfully  submit,  whether  it  be  not  clearly  the  duty  of  the  prudential  com- 
mittee, or  the  teacher,  to  advise  the  school  committee  of  the  opening  and  clos- 
ing of  the  school  in  his  district  If  the  school  committee  are  not  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  discharging  the  duty  of  inspecting  the  schools,  the  town  might 
well  be  spared  the  trouble  and  expense  of  electing  and  paying  such  a  com- 
mittee.   *    *    • 

Females,  if  they  have  not  more  learning,  have  more  of  that  which  is  as  ne- 
cessary, aptness  to  teach,  and  in  point  of  government,  your  committee  think 
they  &11  little,  if  any,  short  of  those  of  the  stronger  sex.  Vour  committee  would 
here  express  it  as  their  decided  opinion,  that  the  small  districts  would  find 
their  account  in  employing  females,  m  both  the  summer  and  winter  schools. 
They  would  have  as  good,  if  not  better  schools,  and  of  much  longer  duration, 
the  expense  being  but  about  one  half  that  of  a  school  with  a  male  teacher. 

The  winter  school  in  district ,  was  kept  by  a  teacher  with  whose  literary 

qualifications  your  committee  were  not  altogether  satisfied ;  but  having  reject- 
ed one  or  two  other  candidates  presented  before  us,  for  the  same  school,  and 
finding,  at  a  very  late  day,  and  near  the  time  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the 
school  that  the  committee  must  approbate  this  one,  or  take  the  selection  of 
teacher  into  their  own  hands,  your  committee  finally  concluded,  with  great  re- 
luctance, to  issue  a  certificate.  This  school  was  tolerably  well  governed,  and 
the  aspect  of  it,  when  last  visited  and  inspected  by  your  committee,  was  some- 
what more  promising  than  they  had  seen  reason  to  expect  Your  committee 
could  not  fail  to  recognize  in  the  teacher  a  state  of  feeling  towards  them,  that 
did  him  very  little  honor,  and  your  committee  no  harm.    «*    *    • 

In  the  examination  of  candidates,  your  committee  have  endeavored  to  do 
their  duty,  and  come  up  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law.  In  one  or  two  in- 
stances, they  may  have  failed.  Whenever  an  unfit  person  has  been  first  of- 
fered, your  committee  have  rejected  the  person  and  endeavored  to  shield  the 
town  from  useless,  and  worse  than  useless,  expenditure.  Whenever  the  re- 
jected candidate  has  been  again  presented,  as  has  happened  in  several  cases, 
your  committee  have  been  prevailed  upon,  in  some  two  or  three  cases,  upon  a 
second  examination  and  after  a  review  of  studies,  to  grant  him  approbation. 
In  those  cases,  the  committee  may  be  thought  not  to  have  done  their  duty  to 
the  town,  as  the  law  provides,  that,  in  case  a  district  prudential  committee  may 
fiiil  to  provide  a  school  or  teacher,  the  school  committee  may  employ  a  teacher 
for  the  district  This  your  committee  did  not  choose  to  do,  and  in  this,  per- 
haps, they  erred.  Your  committee,  when  called  on  to  examine  candidates,  have 
been  particularly  careful  to  ascertain  their  literary  qualifications,  especially 
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whether  they  manifested  a  thorough  aoquakitanoe  vrith  the  fipeiiing  book  and 
the  principiea  of  good  reading.  We  have  also  been  anxiouB  to  ascertain  of 
those,  whether  they  understood  distinctly  what  the  laws  require  of  a  school 
teacher  to  teach  and  inculcate,  and  what  not  to  teach,  and  where  a  candidate 
betrayed  iffnorance  on  this  head,  your  committee  have  done  what  they  could  to 
enliffhten  him.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  will  now  proceed  to  designate  a  few  dtfetia  and  ixi^prove- 
meiUa  *  *  First  of  all,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit,  as  a  clear  defect 
in  the  means  of  education  in  this  town,  the  smallness  of  the  amount  of  funds 
raised  for  the  support  of  schools.  Our  town  cannot  most  certainly  sustain  good 
schools  without  funds.  If  we  would  have  schools  of  high  standing,  or  of  a  long 
continuance,  we  must  expect  to  pay  for  them.  The  grant,  for  the  past  year,  is 
smaller  than  that  for  the  year  previous.  If  we  cannot  consent  to  increase  our 
snnual  grant,  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  whether,  in  these  days  of  light  and 
knowledge,  we  shall  be  found,  year  after  year,  diminishing  it    ^    *    * 

Your  committee  would  submit  the  propriety  of  iiaving  the  teacher  contracted 
for  at  an  earlier  day,  by  the  several  committees,  than  they  now  are.  The 
chances  of  securing  the  best  teachers  would  thus  be  presefited,  and  your  com- 
mittee saved  the  unpleasant  and  embarrassing  task  of  an  examination,  pressed 
upon  them  at  a  late  day,  perhaps  the  very  rooming  fixed  upon  for  the  opening 
of  the  school,  when  they  must  either  approbate  or  disappoint  the  district  and 
all  parties  concerned. 

Your  committee  pass  from  this  to  the  state  of  our  houses  for  schools,  for,  in 
two  of  our  districts,  there  are  no  schoolhouses,  the  schools  bein^  kept  in  dwell- 
ing-houses, and,  in  the  Northeast  district,  the  scboolhouse  is  little  better  than 
none,  being  exceedingly  ancient  and  in  a  ruinous  condition,  unfit  altogether,  on 
the  score  of  convenience  and  health,  for  the  use  to  which  it  is  applied,  either  in 
summer  or  winter,  without  great  and  tliorough  repairs.  Some  of  our  school- 
houses  are  too  warm,  some  too  cold ; — ^in  manv,  the  air,  when  the  house  is 
warm,  is  noxious  and  unhealthy,  from  want  of  proper  ventilation.  Fresh  air 
could,  at  a  very  trifling  expense,  be  admitted  into  such  houses,  thus  saving  the 
school  from  a  smoky  house,  and  furnishing  a  comfortable  and  healthy  abode. 

Another  ^reat  defect,  in  many  of  our  schoolhouses,  is  the  narrowness  of  the 
seats,  especially  for  the  younger  children.  It  demands  a  speedy  remedy, — if 
not,  it  ma^  inflict  upon  a  ^eakly  child  an  injury  not  easilv  recovered  from,  &c. 

In  passing  from  this  subject,  your  committee  would  say,  you  want  better 
teachers, — teachers  of  a  higher  grade  than  even  the  best  you  have  had.  We 
have  said,  you  have  had  good  ones  the  past  year,  and  we  mean  no  offence  to 
those  when  we  say,  you  want  still  better.  You  must  have  still  abler  teachers, 
if  you  desire  to  lift  high  among  you  the  standard  of  education,  and  you  can  have 
them,  if  you  will  only  demand  them,— demand  them,  we  mean,  by  an  ofller  of 
such  compensation  as  will  eflfectually  secure  them.  You  have  now  just  as  good 
teachers  as  you  ask  for,  and  are  willing  to  pay.  Ask  for  better  ones  and  pay 
them,  and  you  can  have  them. 

Want  of  books, — books  level  to  the  capacity  of  children, — ^is  another  defect  in 
our  schools.  Books  abound  in  our  schools ;  indeed,  there  are  too  many  and  too 
ffreat  a  variety,  but  books,  such  as  children  can  understand,  are  rarely  to  be 
found  in  our  schools.    *    *    • 

Your  committee  would  here  submit,  whether  something  cannot  be  done,  in 
the  several  districts,  towards  procuring  some  slight  t^pparatuSf — such  as  globes, 
&C.,  with  a  small  library,  consisting,  if  thought  best,  as  well  of  school,  as  mis- 
cellaneous books,  adapted  to  the  taste  and  capacity  of  youth.  Your  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  this  would  very  much  increase  the  interest  of  the  children  in, 
and  promote  the  usefulness  of.  Common  Schools.  Your  committee  would  sug- 
gest, whether  a  small  sum  could  not  be  raised  in  each  district,  for  this  purpose, 
by  subscription,  without  a  resort  to  taxation;  and  most  earnestly  would  yojur 
committee  here  recommend  to  parents  and  guardians,  and  others  having  the 
charge  of  children,  and,  indeed,  to  all,  to  cultivate  a  feeling  of  deeper  interest 
in  the. welfere  of  our  Common  Schools.  We  talk  of  the  imf>ortance  of  our 
schools ; — we  want  to  feel  it  It  is  on  our  tongues ; — we  want  it  in  our  hearts. 
It  is  constantly  in  our  mouths,  that  the  welfiire  of  our  children,  the  welfcura  of 

22  ^ 
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our  oouDUy,  rests  opoo  sustaining  our  schools,-^a  foundation,  upon  which  every 
thing  dear  to  us  rests ;  and  yet  we  act  as  though  they  had  scarce  any  conne9- 
tion  with  us  or  ours.  We  must  awake  and  arouse  ourselves  to  this  great  sub- 
ject Parents  and  others  must  enter  our  schools  more  frequently,  to  give 
strength  and  efficiency  to  the  teacher's  efforts,  and  encouraffement  to  the  cnil- 
dren.  The  teachers  and  the  children  both  want  to  be  made  to  see  and  know 
and  feel,  that  we  take  a  deep  interest  in  our  schools.  .It  is  the  deadness  and 
supineness  of  the  parents  and  others,  in  a  word,  the  people,  that  gives  to  the 
school-room  such  a  dead  and  doleful  aspect  Infuse  life  into  the  one,  and  you 
change  the  other  into  an  abode  of  cheerfulness,  which  our  children  would 
gladly  seek,  instead  of  shunning  it,  as  they  now  da 

Parents  and  others  can  also  vastly  increase  the  usefulness  and  add  to  the  ef- 
ficiency of  their  Common  School  institution,  by  engaging,  heartily  and  in  earn- 
est, in  the  great  work  ofHonu  Education,  We  expect  too  much  of  the  Common 
School  when  we  ask  it  to  do  every  thing  for  our  children.  We  must  do  much 
at  home.  We  must  second  the  teacher's  efforts  when  our  children  assemble 
around  our  own  fire-side.  Talk  to  them  of  their  school,— of  their  studies ; — 
strive  to  interest  them  in  it ; — instil  into  their  young  minds  the  importance  of 
education,  and  make  them,  if  possible,  feel  it  *  *  Cultivate  among  them, 
at  home,  sentiments  of  charity  and  universalffood  will,  as  also  a  sacred  resard 
to  truth.  It  is  here  our  schools  most  fail.  The  paramount  importance  of  the 
moral  culture  and  training  of  our  children  is  not  sufficiently  recognized  in  our 
Common  Schools.    Let  parents  at  home  give  the  more  prominence  to  it   *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— JosiAH  Freiitics,  David  Holmah. 


PAJTTON  \^^^  Population, 619.    Valuation, 5148;284  66. 

'       ....       J        Number  of  Pttblic  Schools,  5. 
(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  160— In  Winter,  220. 
<d)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  197— In  Winter,  164. 
(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  17S.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  12^-No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  46. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  19  mths.  7  days— In  Summer,  8  21— In  Whiter,  10  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  526  10— To  Females,  f  12  87. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  fp  88— Of  Females,  g6  60. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  g]7  26— Of  Females,  $1 27. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^400. 
(U)  Amooat  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eoutribuled  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   ^—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,       .^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  l._Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  f  90. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 


Sblkgtions  from  RkpOrt.  *  *  In  the  first,  or  centre  district,  the  school 
was  namerous,  consistinff  of  scholars  of  all  ages,  which  greatly  retarded  the 
improvement  of  the  whole.  Had  the  younger  scholars,  up  to  eight  or  ten  years 
of  age,  been  separated  from  the  older  ones,  and  placed  under  the  instruction  of 
a  female,  both  divisions  of  the  school  would  probably  have  derived  double  the 
profit    •    *    * 
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The  committee  have  the  pleasure  of  stating,  that  not  a  single  instance  of  in- 
sobordination  has  disgraced  or  disturbed  any  one  of  the  sch<M>ls  the  past  year. 

The  committee  deem  it  their  duty  here  to  say,  that  parents  cannot  be  too 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  having  well  educated  females  for 
instructers,  in  the  summer  schools ;  for  in  these  schools  is  laid  the  foundation 
of  gobd  reading.  Almost  every  one  acknowledges  the  difficulty  of  overcoming 
a  bad  habit,  and  habits  acquired  in  youth,  are  of  all  others  the  most  difficult  to 
be  subdued.  If  children  are  allowed  to  read  in  a  hurried  manner,  in  a  low 
voice,  and  with  an  indistinct  articulation  of  the  syllables  or  words,  this  style  of 
reading  soon  becomes  habitual,  and  is  a  very  great  obstacle  to  their  ever  becom- 
ing good  readers,  it  is  very  difficult,  even  tor  men  of  education,  to  correct  their 
own  faults  in  the  pronuncuition  of  particular  words^  because  they  pronounce 
them  firom  habit,  and  are  not  aware  of  the  error  at  (he  time  of  speaking.  Chil- 
dren ought  to  be  taught,  in  their  first  lessons  in  reading,  to  pronounce  words  so 
distinctly,  that  the  proper  sound  of  every  vowel,  which  ought  to  be  sounded  at 
all,  shall  be  clearly  heard.  From  such  early  instruction  springs  good  reading, 
one  of  the  most  desirable  accomplishments  of  an  education. 

The  committee  will  speak  of  one  fault,  which  is  too  prevalent  among  panents 
and  guardians^  and  which  greatly  retards  the  improvement  of  the  schools,  and 
nps  the  foundation  of  eood  government  in  them.  This  fault  consists  in  ques- 
tioning scholars  about  the  qualification  of  their  teachers,  especially  when  they 
happen  to  be  new  ones ;  whether  they  have  made  a  proper  arrangement  of  the 
claiBses ;  whether  they  appear  to  know  any  thin^,  or  attend  to  their  duty  as  they 
ought,  and  so  forth,  and  so  forth.  All  such  inquiries  have  a  tendency  to  instil 
into  the  minds  of  the  pupils,  the  belief  that  they  are  abundantly  competent  to 
decide,  not  only  on  the  qualification  of  their  teachers,  but  on  their  whole  plan 
of  instructran ;  and  they  soon  begin  to  think  that  they  are  quite  as  able  to  teach 
the  inatructer,  as  the  instructor  them.  When  such  a  state  of  feeling  is  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  the  scholars,  disrespect  to  the  teacher  is  the  sure  result, 
and  in  many  instances  disorder  and  misrule ;  and  very  little,  if  any  improve- 
ment, in  learning  can  be  made.  The  proper  way  for  gaining  the  information 
Bought  by  such  inquiries,  is  by  personal  inspection  of  the  schools.  If  parents 
would  visit  them  frequently,  they  would  acquire  not  only  correct  information 
relative  to  the  government  and  instruction  of  them,  without  such  injurious  in- 
quiries^ but  would  greaUy  aid  the  teacher  in  the  discharge  of  laborious  duties, 
and  more  than  in  any  other  way,  excite  in  the  schools  greater  efiforts  for  im- 
provement 

Ciuldren  like  to  be  noticed,  and  their  schools,  if  visited  frequently  by  parents, 
acquire,  in  their  estimation,  a  much  higher  importance,  and  their  ambition  to 
improve  is  areatiy  increased.  During  these  parental  visits,  the  exercises  of  the 
school  should  be  conducted,  as  they  would  be  if  no  visiter  were  present  The 
only  thin^  required  of  the  parents,  is  to  sit  and  be  spectators  of  the  performan- 
oes.  This,  we  should  think,  would  be  one  of  the  most  agreeable  of  all  visits, 
especiaUy  for  mothers,  in  the  summer  terms,  and  for  fathers,  also,  in  the  win- 
ter.   •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.-^AME8  Day,  Hehrt  Wilson,  David  G.  Davis. 


PPTf?J9W Ali/r  5(^)  Popalatioo,  1 ,731 .    Valuation;  $44AjB06 60. 

^r4l£iJtiS±lAJn^       .       .       \       Number  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  340— In  Winter,  S9S. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  265— In  Winter,  308. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  474.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  42. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  70. 
i^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  44  mths.— In  Summer,  24— in  Winter,  20. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  8 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^27  00— To  Females,  Jll  93^ 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  56  80— Of  Females,  $b  66. 
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(9)  Artng^  ^ngoB  per  month,  exclusive  of  board*— Of  Blales,  ^20  ftO^-Of  Fenelety  f  6  97. 

(10)  Amouit  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inclading  only  the  wages  of 

Teaebers,  board  and  fuel,  $l,O0O, 

(11)  Amoont  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^8  50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—-Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  jf 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4.<— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  80.^Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  f  IM. 
(U)  Amoun)  of  Local  Funds,  j[664  20.— Income  from  same,  gS9  85. 

Books  usxd.— fi|pe/i^gv-Lee's  Primary.  i2e<ulti^g^— Pierpont's  First  Class  Book,  Improved, 
Young  and  Jntroduction  to  English  Readers,  Child's  Guide.  Grammaf^— Smith's  and  Pond's 
Murray's  Geo£^raphtf—O\ney%  Smith's  and  Parlev's.  Ariihmetic — Smith's,  Adams',  Col- 
bum's  and  Emerson's.  All  o<A«r»— Blake's  Philosopny,  Goodrich's  History  and  one  or  two  in 
Chemistry  and  Botany. 

Remarks. — ^The  Abstract  is  probably  not  strictly  correctr  No  numbers  are 
g^ven,  nor  any  estimates  made,  respectmg  three  districts.  In  three  others,  also, 
they  are  incomplete. 

Selectioit  from  Report.  *  *  This  report  is  imperfect,  owing  to  the 
fact,  that  some  of  the  teachers,  through  negligence  or  carelessness,  made  no 
returns.  It  is  veiy  important,  that  the  committee  should  have  returns  from 
every  district  in  town.  We  wish,  therefore,  the  agents  of  the  several  districts 
to  bear  this  in  mind  the  coming  year.  The  committee  feel,  that  there  has  not 
been  a  sufficient  degree  of  attention  paid  to  the  interests  of  our  schools,  by  the 
parents  of  the  scholars.  The  latter  need  encoiuagement.  And  they  will  re- 
ceive this,  if  their  parents  devote  proper  attention  to  the  interests  of  their 
schools.  This  should  be  intimated  by  seasonable  and  frequent  visitations,  and 
by  other  means.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Geo.  R.  Notes,  C.  Shumwat,  Johv  H.  Willis. 


pffTLLIPS  TON  \  ^^^  Population,  887.    Valuation,  ;J260,372  fiO. 

'   *      '       c       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  141-^Ia  Winter,  S75. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  103— In  Winter,  218. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  2S8— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  11.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  61. 
(6)  Aggiegate  length  of  the  Schools,  30  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  13  7— -In  Winter,  17. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintep-M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^^23  11— To  Females,  ^10  60. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $b  Tl^Of  Females,  $4  89. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^17  34— Of  Females,  $5  61. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^616  38. 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^32  76. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,         .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of  Scholais,      ^—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vsed.— Spelling— -hee^s.  Reading-^BMe,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Intelligent 
Reader,  Easy  Lessons.  CTrammar— Pond's  Murray's.  Geography— 0\ney%  Peter  Parley's. 
Arithmetic^ A^iamB*,  Colburn's.    All  otA<r»— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S. 
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SxitECTioRB  rmoii  Rkfort.  *  *  During  the  past  year,  new  and  6om- 
modioua  sehoolbQuaea  have  been  erected  in  diatriets  No.  1  and^  whieb,  with 
the  three  erected  the  preceding  year,  make  jive  t>f  our  seven  districts,  that  are 
fumiahed  with  new  scbcKilfacHiBes.    *    *    • 

We  would  here  notice  the  general  &ult  of  raising  the  seats,  designed  for 
little  children,  too  high,  in  building  some  of  our  new  houses,  this  error  has 
been  fallen  into..  Let  any  one,  who  doubts  the  inconvenience  of  high  seats  for 
children,  sit  an  hour  or  two  on  a  high  and  narrow  seat,  with  a  perpendicular 
beck,  having  nothing  for  his  feet  to  rest  upon.  He  might  then  form  an  idea  of 
the  suffering  of  little  children  at  school,  placed  in  a  similar  jKNUtion.  Without 
an  experiment,  one  would  scarcely  be  aware  of  the  sufiering  it  would  occasion. 
Seats  ought  to  be  so  low,  that  the  feet  may  rest  with  ease  on  the  floor.  Some 
physicians  have  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  a  disregard  of  this  principle,  by 
placing  children  at  school  on  seats  too  high,  hiis,  in  many  instances,  been  the 
occasion  of  a  curvature  of  the  spine,  or  distortion  of  the  limbs.  Where  any  of 
our  children  are  exposed  to  an  evil  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  well  to  have  the 
seats  reduced  to  the  height  that  will  be  best  adapted  to  the  gqfety;  as  well  as 
comfort,  of  the  children  who  occupy  them.    *    *    * 

It  is  very  difficult,  if  not  altogether  impracticable,  to  obtain  a  sufficient  num-* 
ber  of  well  qwdjfitd  teachers  for  all  our  district  schools.  In  some  cases,  it  is 
difficult  for  the  committee  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  respecting  the  qualifi- 
cations of  a  teacher,  by  an  examination  of  one  or  two  hours.  There  are  some 
important  quidities,  which  do  not  come  under  cognizance  in  an  examination, 
and  are  to  be  developed  only  by  practical  experiment.  Some  will  sustain  a 
respectahle  examination,  in  all  the  branches  taught  in  Common  Schools,  who 
appear  to  be  altogether  out  of  place  at  the  head  of  a  schooL  They  have  knaw^ 
l^gt,  but  they  £ive  not  the  faculty  of  communicating  it  for  the  benefit  of 
others.  They  have  no  tact  or  skill  to  govern  a  school,  or  to  control  and  direct 
the  mass  of  youthful  mind  put  under  their  care  for  discipline  and  instruction. 
There  are  probably  more  fiulures  among  teachers  in  this  respect  than  in  any 
other.  There  are  others,  again,  who,  from  natural  diffidence,  or  other  causes, 
are  embarrassed  while  under  examination,  and  appear  to  disadvantage ;  but, 
when  at  the  head  of  a  school,  they  throw  off  restraints,  and  give  proof  that  they 
know  what  a  teacher  ought  to  do,  and,  what  is  still  more,  they  know  how  to 
doit    *    *    * 

Should  our  Normal  Schools  effect  what  the^  aim  to  do,  in  raisins  the  stand- 
ard of  qualifications,  and  fumishin^  a  supply  of  able  and  well  qualified  teachers 
for  our  Common  Schools,  it  will  bring  us  to  a  new  and  happy  era  in  the  history 
of  popular  education.  The  benefit  to  our  country  would  be  immense,  it  is 
devoutly  to  be  hoped,  that  the  experiment,  now  making  with  these  schools,  will 
be  successful,  and  fully  answer  the  high  expectations  raised  concerning  them.   - 

The  law  very  properly  makes  it  the  duty  of  school  committees,  to  obtain 
satis&ctory  evidence  of  the  good  moral  character,  as  well  as  the  literary  quali- 
fications, of  the  teachers  they  approbate.  This  is  a  point  of  great  importance 
to  the  interests  of  a  good  education.  Our  legishitors  have  been  aware  of  the 
fact,  and  have  made  provision  to  meet  it,  so  &r  as  the  enactment  of  suitable 
laws  can  do  it  We  cannot  insist  too  much  on  the  correct  moral  habits  and 
principles  of  those,  whose  business,  while  in  our  empW,  is  to  mould  the  mind, 
and  form  the  character,  of  our  children  and  youth.  If  not  correct  themselves, 
in  these  respects,  they  may,  in  a  few  short  weeks,  exert  a  deleterious  influence 
6n  the  youthful  mind,  counteract  parental  instruction,  and,  perhaps,  more  than 
imcb  what  parents  have  been  laboring,  for  years,  to  do  for  their  children.  A 
popular  teacher  will  have  ^at  influence  with  his  pupils,  and  must  necessarily 
do  much  to  leave  his  own  ima^e  impressed  on  their  minds.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence,  therefore,  that  his  influence  should  be  good  and  only  good.  These 
remarks  are  not  made  in  consequence  of  any  evil  of  this  kind,  that  has  been 
experienced  in  this  town,  nor  because  the  law  requiring  it  is  ever  intentionally 
disregarded.  We  believe  it  is  approved  by  all  parents.  But  we  would  pro- 
pose, to  the  prudential  committees  of  the  several  districts,  when  they  engage  - 
teachers  from  other  towns,  with  whom  the  superintending  committee  are  not 
personally  acquainted,  to  request  them  to  procure  and  bring  with  them,  suitable 
testimonials  of  theur  good  moral  character.    *  *«    * 
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books;  the  dasMS  have  been  divided, and  the  ?wiety  of  bookfli  bee  been  mul- 
tiplied. Tins  id  a  aeriouB  injury  to  the  echoola.  Every  one  acquainted  with 
teaching,  knows  that  it  has  a  very  beneficial  influence  upon  schools,  occasion- 
idly  to  mtroduce  new  books;  and,  especially,  that  there  snould  be  a  unilbrniity 
of  books  in  the  same  school.    •    •    • 

When  any  one  considers  the  amount  of  money  annually  expended  for  the 
support  of  rublic  Schools, — and  especially  when  he  reflects  upon  their  vast 
importance  to  the  rising  generation,  as  furnishing  the  only  means,  a  very  large 

g-oportion  of  them  will  ever  enjoy,  to  obtain  an  education  sufficient  to  fit  them 
r  the  dutiesof  good  citizens,  it  would  seem  that  he  could  not  hesitate  to  add  to 
that  expense,  wluit  would  be  necessary  to  furnish  his  own  scholars  with  those 
books,  from  which  they  could  make  the  greatest  proficiency  in  the  aequisitioD 
of  knowledge.  A  parent  had  better  send  ■  his  son  into  the  field,  or  the  shop,  to 
work,  without  giving  him  the  proper  tools,  than  to  send  him  to  school  without 
the  necessary  tooks.  For,  if  destitute,  he  learns  nothing  himself,  and  by  his 
idleness  and  consequent  roguery,  he  prevents  others  firom  learning. 

Your  committee  are  happy  in  saying,  that  the  schools  in  town  have  gener- 
ally been  prosperous,  the  last  year;  have  been  instructed  by  competent  teach- 
ers, and  the  scholars  have  made  commendable  improvement.  This  is  gener- 
ally true.  There  are,  of  course,  exceptions.  Were  your  conunittee  to  go  into 
detail,  and  notice  particularly  every  district,  every  teacher,  and  also  speak  of  par- 
ticular classes  in  the  achools,  they  could  point  out  some  districts  which  were 
fiivored  with  first-rate  teachers,  and  some  classes  and  scholars,  who  made 
great  improvement ; — they  would  also  be  compelled  to  speak  of  others,  in  which 
teachers  were  placed,  who  had  not  been  examined  by  Uie  committee,  and  who 

gave  clear  evidence,  when  their  schools  were  visited,  that  they  were  not  quail- 
ed for  the  places  they  filled,-— of  deficiency  in  school  books,— of  scholars  jvfao 
made  little  or  no  progress  in  learning, — and  also  of  schools  which  were  dis- 
turbed, or  rendered  useless  by  disorderly  scholars,  or  by  the  prejudice,  or  im- 
proper interference  of  parents,  against,  or  with,  the  regulationB  of  the  teach- 
ers.   •    •    • 

Your  committee  would  suggest  the  importance  of  a  better  understanding  be- 
tween the  prudential  committees  of  the  several  districts,  and  the  general  com- 
mittee of  the  town,  that  the  former  should  not  let  any  teacher  commence  a 
school,  till  examined  by  the  latter ;  and  .also  give  them  suitable  notice  when 
their  respective  schools  will  commence  and  close,  that  they  mav  be  reeularly 
visited.  They  would  also  say  to  parents  and  guaidlans,  that  if  they  desire  the 
best  results  from  our  Common  School  system,  they  should  send  their  children 
more  regularly  to  school.  The  returns  firom  the  several  districts,  show  that 
there  is  an  aggregate  loss  of  years  of  time,  by  detaining  children  from 
school.    •    •    * 

There  is  one  other  subject,  upon  which  your  committee  would  ofier  a  few 
suggestions,  as  they  can  do  it  without  any  delicacy,  as  several  of  them  are  re- 
lieved from  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  their  oflice ;  it  is  the  reasonable- 
ness and  justice  of  compensating  the  committee  for  their  services.  Without 
some  calculation,  a  person  will  not  readily  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  labor  performed  by  this  committee  Suppose  it  were  all  performed 
by  one  man.  *  *  Allowing  him  one  dollar  per  dav,  these  items  will  amount 
to  (64.  Ought  he  to  do  this  without  any  compensation  ?  Will  any  other  ofii- 
cer  spend  the  same  lensth  of  time,  and  be  at  as  much  expense  for  the  town, 
for  nothing?  If  you  divide  this  among  a  committee  of  three,  still  it  will 
amount  to  more  than  $21  apiece.  If  any  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  perform 
this  service  for  nothing,  your  committee  certainly  will  not  object. 

But  the  prindpUj  that  the  town  should  ask,  or  wish  them  to  do  it  for  nothing, 
tbe^r  feel  constrained  to  pronounce  unreasonable  and  unjust ; — especially  since 
their  duties  and  their  compensation  are  defined  and  fixed  by  the  statute  of  the 
Commonwealth.    *    •    * 

While  your  committee  are  happy  in  the  belief,  that  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple appreciate  our  most  excellent  Common  School  system,  which  was  early 
founded  by  our  puritan  ancestors,  and  which  has  always  been  one  of  the  distin- 
guishing glories  of  New  England,  they  would  take  this  opportunity  to  urge 
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upon  your  consideration,  the  importance  of  laboring  for  its  still  greater  im- 
proveraent.  Let  no  parent  or  guardian  fail  to  <lo  all  he  can  to  increnije  the  fa- 
cilities, for  those  committed  to  his  care,  to  acquire  as  thorough  an  education  as 
this  system  can  afford  them.  Their  own  happiness,  the  respectaliility  of  their 
children  and  the  good  of  their  country,  demand  it.  But  few,  comparatively,  of 
the  rising  generation,  can  enjoy  the  advantages  of  our  higher  seminaries.  Let 
our  Common  Schools,  then,  be  elevated ;— let  the  higher  branches  of  mathe- 
matics, and,  at  least,  some  elementary  work  on  both  natural  and  moral  philos- 
ophy and  history,  be  introduced  and  taught ;  and,  especially,  let  every  scholar 


almanac,  write  well  enough  to  keep  an  account  book,  and  know  enough  about 
arithmetic  to  cast  interest  on  a  note !  *  *  And  what  can  a  parent  do  for  his 
children,  that  will  be  so  beneficial  to  them,  as  to  give  them  a  good  education  ? 
Better,  far  better,  at  his  death,  to  leave  them  poor,  but  well  educated,  than  to 
leave  them  rich,  but  ignorant    *    *    ^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— Ebenezkr  Perkins,  Isaac  P.  Willis, Timothy  Clark. 


D  TTfTTr  A\rr%  i  (*)  P«P"'*t'on;  h^^^    Valuation,  J371,141  83. 

UU  lLiAl\JJj    .       .      .       .       }        Number  of  Public  Schools,  ir.     ' 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  ihe  Schools— In  Summer,  266— In  Winter,  368. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  204— In  Winter,  265. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  323— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,      . 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  49  mths.  11  days  —In  Summer,  21— In  Winter,  28  11. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $'S5  33— To  Females,  jH  '^• 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $6  87— Of  Females,  $5  82. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $18  46— Of  Females,  g5  90. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $900. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  j34. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,      .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,        . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $^. 
(H)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— Spetfing^Franklin  Primer,  Cummings'.  IJ««£ingwBiWe,  Popdlar  Reader, 
Rhetorical  Reader,  Improved  Reader,  General  Class  Book,  First  do.  PohtKsal  Class  Book. 
GframmaA-Pond's  Murray's,  Smith's.  Gecjgrap/iy— Smith's,  Olney's.  Wooctbndp  s  and  Par- 
ley's. ArWimetic-''iimWs,  Colburn's,  Adams'  and  Emerson's.  ^«  c^/icr^OonstuuUouof 
Massachusetts  and  United  Slates,  Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy,  Abercrombie  s  Mental  do., 
Webster's  Dictionary. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  •  The  Bchool  committee  ate  happy  in 
stating,  that  the  schools  are  now  in  a  better  condition  than  they  have  been  for 
many  years  past ;  and,  with  one  exception,  they  have  been  highly  gratified  with 
the  industry,  devotedness,  and  ability  of  the  instructors,  and  with  the  improve; 
ment  and  correct  behavior  of  the  pupils.  There  are  some  evils,  however, 
which  they  would  notice,  and  respectfully  ask  for  their  speedy  removal.  *  *  * 

The  committee  would  suggest,  that  all  the  schoolhouses  be  appraised  and 
owned  by  the  town,  and  the  town  be  newly  districted  in  as  equal  divisions  as 

23 


178  WORCESTER  dOUNTY 

poasiUe,  and  the  money  raised  be  divided  equally  among  the  seyeral  districts. 
And  here  the  committee  would  again  urge,  upon  the  town,  the  importance  of 
remodeling  the  internal  structure  of  all  our  schoolhouses,  of  having  the  seats 
and  desks  so  constnicted,  as  not  to  put  the  pupil  in  pain,  and  endanger  his 
health,  and  so  arranged,  that  but  two  scholars,  at  most,  and  it  would  be  better 
if  but  one,  should  occupy  a  desk,  and  all  be  on  one  side  of  the  school,  fronting 
the  instructer.  Too  much  pains  cannot  be  taken  to  make  the  school-room 
pleasant,  so  as  to  induce  the  scholars  to  view  it  as  a  place  to  be  wholly  devoted 
to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  constructed,  and  as  never  to  be  used  as  play- 
ground, it  might  be  so  constructed,  and  so  furnished,  that  a  pupil  would  no 
more  be  disposed  to  be  noisy  and  rude  in  a  school-room,  than  he  would  in  a 
gentleman's  parlor.    *    *    * 

Hardly  a  greater  calamity  can  befall  a  school,  than  to  have  it  broken  up,  in 
the  midst  of  the  term,  on  account  of  the  dissatisiaction  and  disorderly  conduct 
of  the  pupils.  It  is  the  universal  observation  of  able  and  tried  instructors,  that 
most  of  the  difficulties  in  our  schools  arise  from  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  par- 
ents, a  disposition  inwoven  into  the  very  nature  of  the  human  constitution,  to  hear 
and  favor  the  complaints  of  their  children.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice  too, 
that,  in  those  districts,  in  which  parents  show,  most  unequivocally,  a  determi- 
nation to  protect  and  sustain  the  instructer,  every  thing  goes  on  harmoniously, 
and  the  improvement  made  in  the  schools  is  the  most  rapid  and  the  most  thor- 
ough. Still,  your  committee  are  sensible,  that  much  is  depending  on  the  in- 
structer, and  know,  if  be  has  not  the  faculty  of  commanding  respect,  no  com- 
mittee or  parente  can  support  him ;  so,  on  the  other  hand,  they  know,  that  the 
combined  influence  of  parents,  and  the  unreasonable  prejudices  of  children, 
may  weaken  and  crush  the  energies  of  the  most  Me  and  devoted  teachers. 
Hence,  no  effectual  and  happy  revolution  can  be  produced'  in  our  schools,  till 
parents  become  alarmed,  not  merely  on  account  of  the  almost  useless  expendi- 
ture of  money,  but  on  account  of  the  destructive  habits,  and  impure  associa- 
tions formed  by  our  children  in  our  Common  Schools  ;  till  they  are  willing  to 
make  a  isombined  exertion,  and  great  individual  sacrifice,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  their  schoolhouses  what  they  ought  to  be,  and  of  obtaining  the  best 
qualified  instructers.  When  these  objects  are  once  gained,  let  the  parents 
show,  by  frequentlv  visiting  the  school,  and  by  making  the  instructer  an  in- 
mate in  their  families,  a  determination  to  respect  and  support  him,  and  to 
esteem  him  for  his  work's  sake.  The  children  will  treat  him  with  reve- 
rence, and  cheerfully  submit  to  his  regulations.  The  reformation  in  our 
schools,  so  desirable,  and  now  so  fondly  anticipated,  must  begin  with  par- 
ents.   *    •    • 

And  here  the  committee  will  presume  to  present  their  views  of  a  good 
teacher.  It  is  not  enough,  that  the  instructer  should  be  a  little  in  advance  of 
his  pupils.  The  rudiments  of  education  cannot  be  well  taught,  correct  habits 
early  inculcated,  accuracy  and  certainty  in  every  step  of  his  progress  in  his 
pursuit  of  knowledge,  be  acquired  by  the  child,  unless  the  teacher  be  a  general 
scholar.  In  English  grammar  and  arithmetic,  for  instance,  it  is  not  sufficient 
that  the  teacher  can  parse  every  word  according  to  rule,  and  accurately  per- 
form every  arithmetical  question.  In  the  former  case,  he  must  understand  the 
philosoplw  of  language,  the  structure  and  harmony  of  sentences,  the  nature  and 
the  use  of  panicles.  In  the  latter  case,  he  must  not  only  be  able  to  solve  the 
most  difficult  questions,  but  so  to  deinonstrate  and  analyze  them,  as  to  make 
them  plain  and  familiar  to  the  pupil.    *    *    * 

The  historical,  classical  and  scriptural  allusions  must  be  so  well  understood, 
and  be  so  happily  elucidated,  as  to  render  the  reading  lesson  the  most  popular 
exercise  in  the  school.  For,  the  highest  acquisition  and  certainly  the  roost 
rare,  is  the  art  of  reading  intelligibly  and  gracefully.  This  alone  requires,  not 
only  general  knowledge,  and  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  English  lao- 
guage,  with  the  various  kinds  of  poetry,  and  with  the  principles  of  rhetoric,  buf. 
a  nice  ear,  the  power  of  modulating  the  voice  to  the  sense,  and  a  highly  culti- 
vated and  refined  taste. 

But,  while  scholarship  of  a  high  order  is  indispensable,  there  are  other  traits 
of  character  not  so  striking,  but  as  necessary  to  ensure  success.    The  instructer 
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should  faave  a  keen  sense  of  propriety  of  conduct,  a  purity  of  morals,  and  a 
dignity  of  deportment,  which  ever  command  respect,  and  such  as  every  parent 
would  wish  his  children  to  imitate.  He  should  have  a  delicate  consciousness 
of  his  respectability,  and  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  moral  and  religious  culture 
ofthe  minds  of  his  pupils.  He  should  act  on  the  enlightened  and' enlarged 
views,  that  it  is  tjie  harmonious  education  of  all  the  faculties  of  body  and  mind, 
that  will  bring  man  up  to. his  destined  rank  in  the  scale  of  being.  His  heart 
must  be  in  the  work,  and  he  must  so  bind  the  pupils  to  himself  by  kindness, 
as  to  make  them  eager  to  meet  him  in  the  morning,  and  as  to  dispose  them  to 
part  from  him  with  reluctance  at  night,  and  as  to  make  the  school-room  one  of 
the  most  delightful  spots  on  earth ;  so  that,  in  after-life,  they  will  look  back 
upon  this  interesting  period  with  pure  and  pleasing  associations.  Such  a 
teacher  cannot  &il  so  to  manage  his  school,  as  to  make  it  resemble  a  lovely 
fiimily,  or  a  little  well  regulated  republic.  Let  a  teacher  ofthe  above,  qualifi- 
cations be  obtained,  even  at  almost  any  price,  and  your  money  would  be  profit- 
ably expended,  and  more  would  be  gained  by  your  schools  in  one  month,  than 
what  they  gain  in  three  months  by  ordinary  teachers.    *    *    « 

The  committee  have  dwelt  thus  long  upon  this  part  of  their  report,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  responsibility  that  rests  upon  the  prudential  commit- 
tees. They  obtain  and  contract  with  the  instructers,  and  the  town's  cx>m- 
mittee  firequently  can  know  nothing  about  them,  except  what  they  learn  from 
their  examination.  And  in  this  they  may  appear  well,  when  destitute  of  many 
things  essential  to  fit  one  to  be  a  good  instructer.  They  would  suggest  the 
importance  ofthe  prudential  and  town's  committees  acting  in  concert,  and  that 
no  teacher  shall  be  engaged  without  good  evidence,  obtained  from  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  last  resided,  of  his  qualifications,  and  that  the  examination  of 
all  the  teachers  shall  be  at  least  a  number  of  days  previous  to  the  commence- 
ment ofthe  school ;  so  tliat  an  opportunity  may  be  given  to  make  all  necessary 
inquiries.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.^JosiAH  Clark,  Rufus  Putnam,  Enwis  Hmrt. 


SOUTHBOROUGH,      r^'SrrTr'JSsI^S"'*^""""' 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Sammer,  218^— In  Winter,  S37. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  166 — In  Winter,  256. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  273. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  21. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  41. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  38  mths.  3  days— In  Summer, 22  l-«Iu  Winter,  16  2. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^29  77— To  Females,  ^13  83. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  25— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ;^20  50— Of  Females,  $6  33. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^700  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  School*,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .^-Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $  . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .i—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — £fpetf«fuv_NationaK  Readntg^VleTfKmVs  Series  of  Reading  Books.  Oram- 
mar— Smith's.  G«<ig-rapAy— Smith's,  Oliicy's  and  Peter  Parley's  small.  ilriwm«ft'c*-Smith's, 
Adams'  and  Greenleaf 's.  AU  ot/t«rs— Political  Class  Book,  Analytical  Vocabulary,  Watts  on 
the  Mind,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Parley's  Child's  Book  of  the  Bible. 
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Selection  fhom  Refobt.  *  *  Ab  far'as  tbey  [the  committee]  can  judge, 
the  money  haa  been  well  expended,  and  the  achoola  have  made  reputable  pro- 
greaa.    •    *    • 

SCUOOL  COMAIlTT££.— A.  Samsoit,  J.  Cummihgs,  Wm.  H.  Lord. 


SOUTHBRID  GE        .       i ^^^  ^opa'»«ion»  1>740.    Valuation,  5314,312 00. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  yean  of  age  in  the  town,  500. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 
Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  f  800. 

Remark. — ^No  return  is  made,  except  of  the  number  of  persona  between  4  and 
16  years  of  age  and  the  amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

I 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^— BxLA  Tiffavt,  Jobv  M.  Smith,  A.  M.  Cuxfkt. 


^  p  n  X7^  ET  zp  U 1 )  Population,  2,065.    Valuation,  {[391,959  00. 

Ai^^iVO-Cf/t,    ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  340 — In  Wbter,  477. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^lu  Summer,  283 — In  Winter,  383. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  426.-— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  26. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  45. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  50  mths.  8  days.— In  Summer,  25  15 — In  Winter,  24  SI. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  iii  Summer — M.   — F.  9. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Wiiiier — M.  7 — F.  2, 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  hoard— To  Males,  j[23  54— 'I'o  Females,  $\Q  73. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  mouth — Of  Males,  $1 04— Of  Females,  $b  16. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^16  50 — Of  Females,  55  66. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $10d» 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  %S/d» 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  uuincorporaied  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoo 

Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  II .^-Average  No.  of  Scholars,  184.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^^399  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^433  00.*— Income  from  same,  f  26  00. 

Books  uskd.- £(pe//tfl!g^— Cummings'  and  Webster's.  JtUadinz — ^Rhetorical  and  Improved 
Readers,  Te^itameut,  Amerirun  First  Class  Book,  Worrier's  2d  and  3d  fiooks,  General  Class 
Book,  luteiligeiii  Reader.  6rmi»iruir— Pond's  Murray's,  Smith's.  Ge<Mr''<ipAy—Olne^'s, Smith's, 
Parley's.  Arithmetic — Adams',  Smith's,  Colburu's  and  Parley^s.  All  ofAers^— Watts  on  the 
Muid,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Uoodrich's  History. 

Remark. — ^The  amoimt  of  funds  difiers  materially  from  that  of  last  year ; 
but  the  return  is  followed. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Lxvi  Packard,  Waltkb  Siblbt. 
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STEALING  Ul)  PopidaUoD,  1,050.    Valoalion,  ^411,748  75. 

9       *      *      *       C       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  374— In  Winter,  486. 

(3)  Average  attendance  m  the  Schools^-In  Summer,  293— In  Winter,  383. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  442. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  Who  attend  School,  61. 
(b)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  47  mths.  2  days.— In  Summer,  25  18— In  Winter,  23  12. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.   »— F.  11. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^-M.  10^— F.  1. 

(7)  A  verage  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^28  90— To  Females,  $1 1  36. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montb-rOf  Males,  $Z  50— Of  Females,  %^  27. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^20  40— Of  Females,  $b  09. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^l^OOO. 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,.    . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.'of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  No.  of  Scholars^ '    .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  %\(Xi, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — 8j)tUing'^\xmaiAri^\  i2«a£/tngp— Popular  Lessons,  Mount  Vernon  Reader, 
National  and  Rhetorical  Readers.  Grammar — Smith's.  Geography — Smith's,  Adams'  and 
Colbur'u's.    All  o^i«r9— Goodiich's  History,  Comstock's  Philosophy. 

Remark. — One  hundred  dollars  contributed  for  prolonging  Common  Schools, 
and  for  Private  Schools,  but  no  other  particulars  are  given. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— R.  S.  Popi,  Geo.  Watkrs,  P.  T.  Keitdall,  Torrst 
HooGUToK,  Gilbert  H.  Howe. 


^'TfTTJ?nJ?rnn7P  J<^)  Population,  2,004.    Valuation,  5461.710 00. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  403— In  Winter,  562. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  317- In  Winter,  454. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  536. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  32. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  58. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  63  mths.  1 1  days. — In  Summer,  30  26 — In  Winter,  32  13. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  13.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  1(^F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^23  88— To  Females,  ^12  05. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  03— Of  Females,  $5  85. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^16  8J^— Of  Females,  $6  20. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5287  21. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,       . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Acadmies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5.- Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  168.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Foods,  $  .^Income  from  lame,  $ 
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Books  uisd^— 4MttH|r— Wobtter't.  Readu^p-^^Emenaa^B  1st,  2d  and  Sd  Clatt  Raaden, 
Tattament.  Qrammtu^^Pond'M  Mamj't,  Smilh'i.  (Teo^frap/iy— Pariejr's  and  Oloey's. 
Ariihmeth^JLdwm^  Smith's.  All  oCAer*— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Watts  oo  the 
Mind,  Parley's  History,  Dajr's  Algebra,  Webster's  Dictionary. 

SxLBcnoifS  FROM  RxpoKT.  *  *  The  school  committee  have  endeavored 
to  be  fitithful  in  the  examination  of  school  teachers,  convinced,  that,  on  their 

aualifications,  depends  the  value  of  their  instruction,  and  the  best  interests  of 
le  schools.  For  obvious  reasons,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  schools  will  be 
properly  managed  without  able  and  faithful  teachers.  Owing  to  a  judicious  se- 
lection of  well-qualified  teachers,  by  the  prudential  committees  in  the  several 
districts,  the  schools,  for  the  vear  past,  and  especially  during  the  winter  term, 
have  very  generally  made  sood  improvement    *    *    * 

Believing  that  a  ihorowh  aequmnkmce  with  the  elemental^  branches  of  learn- 
ing, before  advancing  to  higher  studies,  is  an  object  of  primary  importance  in 
the  mana{;ement  of  Common  Schools,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  invite 
the  attention  of  teachers  to  this  suliject,  as  a  means  of  promoting  the  improve- 
ment of  the  schools.  Although  some  may  derive  benefit  by  pursuing  a  higher 
course  of  study  than  that  commonly  taught  in  our  schools,  great  numbers  of  the 
pupils  have  claims  on  the  unremitting  exertions  of  teachers,  to  give  them  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  more  elementary  branches  of  learning.    «    *    * 

Bv  the  introduction  of  more  improved  methods  of  instruction,  and  by  means 
of  the  Association  of  Common  School  Teachers,  the  management  of  schoob 
has  become  more  imiform,  and  has  been  attended  with  greater  success.  Parents 
have  taken  a  fpreaXer  interest  in  the  subject,  and  have  more  frequently  attended 
the  examinations  of  the  schools,  and  the  result  has  shown,  that  much  may  be 
accomplished  by  persevering  efforts  to  make  the  objects  of  Common  School 
education  more  fully  known  and  appreciated.    *    •    * 

In  district  Na  13,  two  female  teachers  were  employed,  during  the  winter 
teniL  This  school  consists  of  one  hundred  and  one  scholars.  It  was  divided 
into  two  schools,  of  nearly  equal  numbers.  This  method  is  believed  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  advanta^  to  the  pupils,  and  greatly  diminishes  the  labor  of  teaching. 
The  scboolhouses  m  districts  Na  3,  5  and  6,  are  unsuitable  for  the  purposes  of 
a  school,  in  their  present  condition.  In  district  No.  3,  the  seats  are  inconven- 
ient for  so  large  a  school,  and  they  are  so  constructed  as  to  render  it  difficult 
to  preserve  cleanliness,  and  comfort  to  the  scholars.  In  No.  5,  the  seats  are  ill- 
constructed  and  the  house  is  out  of  repair.  In  No.  6,  some  improvement  has 
recently  been  made  in  the  method  of  warming  the  room ;— >a  new  arrangement 
of  the  seats  is  requisite  to  make  it  convenient.    *    *    * 

The  attendance  on  the  schools  has  been,  generally,  more  punctual  than  for- 
merly. This  is  essential  to  the  discipline  of  the  schools,  and,  without  it,  but 
litde  advancement  can  be  made.  It  is  an  encouragement  to  the  efforts  of  teach- 
ers, and  greatly  promotes  the  success  of  their  labors.  Greater  uniformity  ap- 
pears to  prevail  with  regard  to  the  books  used  in  the  schools  generally,  and  the 
supply  of  books  requisite  is  more  general.  There  are  stHI  deficiencies  in  this 
respect,  which  call  n>r  the  attention  of  parents  and  teachers.  As  the  subject  of 
Common  Schools  is  becoming  daily  of  greater  interest  to  the  public  in  general, 
it  is  greatly  to  be  desu^l,  that  those  who  feel  disposed  to  fiiVor  the  efforts  made 
to  improve  their  standing,  should  avail  themselves  of  the  liffht  which  modern 
improvements  and  late  publications  afford,  and  engage  in  the  work  with  that 
spirit  of  candid  inquiry  which  the  subject  demands.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE-^Jacob  CoRXT,WM.S.SASDKRS,Eiixa80H  Johvson,  Eras- 
mus HOLBROOX. 


SUTTON  \  ^^^  Population,  8,467.    Valuation,  ^491,953  00. 

'        •      •       •      •       ;        Namberof  Public  Schools,  13. 
(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^In  Summer,  4£0-»In  Winter,  583. 
<S)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  SS7— In  Winter,  444. 
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(4)  No.  of  penons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  6t6.^-No.  of  penoni  under  4 

year9  of  age  who  attend  School,  SO.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  SO. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  67  mths.  18  days.— In  Summer,  38  18— In  Winter,  29. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^M.   — F.  12^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter—M.  10— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  J27  60— To  Females,  $li  42. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1  fi2— Of  Females,  $6  69. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  |^20  10— Of  Females,  $6  73. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  glfiOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.^— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6.^— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  26.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  f2fiO. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  15. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^90. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       .-—Income  from  same,  $ 


^•^^^■^^^^tm       «r^^a#»  vw^jv^wwvK' w   ^#K^^w«*«    ^m  ^  ■■■■<■— Bg^^ A^ammm^m  m^wmmm       ^   C^W        %^mwm9tm       a_pi.nf  ■        fc  ^  Di  *I^HCW 

Reader,  Intelligent  Reader  JOhild's  Guide.    G^aaiinar^— Murray's.    Cre^jgrapA]/^— Oiney's  and 
Worcester's.    ^ricAme^to— Emerson's.    All  others — Bible. 


RxMA&K. — <<  There  is  a  Parish  Fund — amount  not  known." 

SsxECTioNS  PROM  RspoBT.  *  *  The  committee  would  here  say,  that  all 
difficulty  with  respect  to  the  question  of  qualifications  would  be  prevented,  if 
the  prudential  committee  of  each  district  would  be  present  at  the  examination 
of  their  teachers. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  committee,  to  present  full  statistic^  of  the 
schools,  but  this  they  are  not  able  to  do,  as  some  of  the  schools  have  not  closed, 
and  the  registers  of  others  have  not  been  returned  to  the  committee.  They 
will  state,  m  general,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  schools  has  not  differed  essen- 
tially firom  former  years.  There  have  been  some  things,  to  commend,  and 
some  to  deplore.  Some  of  the  schools,  that  were  last  year  worse  than  none, 
have  the  present  year,  under  different  instructers,  redeemed  their  character,  and 
made  commendable  progress  in  the  various  branches  of  knowledge.  The 
committee  are  more  than  ever  perauaded,  that  our  district  schools  can  never  be 
what  they  ought  to  be,  till  greater  care  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  teachers, 
— the  standard  of  qualifications  raised  higher,  and  parents  manifest  a  different, 
and  ffreater  interest  in  their  prosperity.  *  *  There  are  some  qualifications 
absolutely  essential,  to  form  a  good  instructer,  which  cannot  be  the  subject  of 
examination,  but  must  be  found  out  by  experiment ;— such  as  an  aptness  to 
teach,  and  a  tact  for  managing  and  governing  a  school.  A  man  may  know 
ever  so  much,  but  if  he  has  no  talent  for  commtmicating  what  he  knows,  he 
cannot  be  a  good  instructer.  So,  also,  he  may  have  the  niowledge,  and  art  to 
teach  it  to  others,  but  if  he  cannot  manage  and  govern  a  school  properly,  he  is 
not  fit  to  keep  it  Much  concerning  these  qualifications,  can  be  ascertained  on 
inquiry,  before  a  teacher  is  engaged.  It  is  true,  that  this  will  subject  the  pru- 
dential committees  to  some  care,  and  perhaps  trouble,  but  the  committee  see 
no  way  to  avoid  either  care  or  trouble,  if  we  have  good  schools.  The  improve- 
ment needed  in  our  schools,  will  not  come  of  itself.  It  will  be  the  result  of 
care  and  pains-taking. 

*  *  There  is  a  great  want  of  subordination  in  the  schools.  This  arises  in 
part,  and  a  great  part,  from  the  incapacity  of  teachera  to  govern,  and  in  part, 
from  the  unwillingness  of  parents  to  have  their  children  governed.  It  has 
grown  to  be  quite  old  fashioned,  to  exact  obedience  from  children  and  youth. 
They  are  allowed  to  have  their  own  way  quite  too  much  for  their  good,  both  in 
school  and  out  No  school  can  prosper  that  is  not  well  governed,  and  as  the 
want  of  government  is,  in  many  schools,  a  glaring  evilj  it  is  hoped  that  efiTorts 
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will  be  made  to  correct  it  The  committee  have  done  what  they  cotdd,  but  the 
evil  is  in  a  great  degree  beyond  their  control.  As  a  general  thing,  a  school  in 
this  respect,  as  weUas  many  others,  is  just  what  a  district  may  say  it  shall  be. 

There  is  also  a  great  want  of  punctuality  and  regularity,  in  the  attendance  of 
scholars.  This  is  the  case  in  some  schools  more  than  in  others.  It  is  almost 
inyariably  true  of  some  schools,  that  they  dwindle  away  nearly  one  third  before 
the  close,  even  when  there  is  no  dissatisfaction  with  the  teacher.    •    •    * 

There  is  also  a  want  of  proper  moral  instruction  in  the  schools.  It  is  a 
maxim  of  sound  wisdom  in  education,  that  the  heart  and  intellect  should  be 
cultivated  together,  in  order  that  any  training  may  answer  its  desired  end. 
Children  should  be  taught  to  love  the  truth, — ^to  hate  a  falsehood  as  they  would 
the  pestilence.  They  should  be  taught  to  reverence  the  name  of  Grod, — ^to  do 
to  others  as  they  would  wish  others  to  do  to  them.  In  short,  those  virtues  which 
adorn  the  character  of  man,  which  make  him  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  friend  and 
neighbor,  the  committee  think  ought  to  be  inculcated  in  every  school.  Strictly 
religious  instruction,  the  committee  believe  may,  under  present  circumstances, 
be  better  imparted,  and  ought  to  be,  elsewhere.  Oreat  care  should  be  exercised 
in  the  selection  of  teachers,  with  respect  to  moral  instruction.  They  ought  to 
be  persons  of  correct  moral  character.  The  committee  would  recommend  this 
subject  to  the  serious  consideration  of  all. 

In  order  to  have  a  school  flourish  wellj  reference  must  be  had  to  the  comfort, 
convenience  and  pleasantness  of  the  place  where  the  school  is  kept  Every 
school-room  should  be  so  arranged  and  fitted  up,  that  it  may  be  well  ventilated. 
There  is  nothing  so  detrimental  to  health  and  comfort,  as  had  air.  The  mind 
will  operate  to  Sie  best  advantage,  when  the  body  is  free  from  oppression,  and 
at  ease.  But  in  some  school-rooms,  both  ease  and  comfort  are  entire  stran- 
gers. Most  of  the  schoolhouses  in  town  are  in  a  decent  condition,  though  the 
committee  think  the  best  might  be  rendered  more  comfortable,  if  they  could  be 
better  ventilated.  The  schoolhouses  in  districts  No.  5  and  7,  are  truly  in  a  de- 
plorable state.  Thev  are  wholly  unfit  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  used. 
Both  of  these  schoolhouses  ought  to  be  demolished,  and  new  ones  immediately 
erected,  and  the  committee  would  recommend  that  the  schoolhouse  in  district 
No.  6  be  rebuilt 

There  is  some  excuse  for  the  two  districts  first  mentioned,  in  the  fact  that 
the  schools  in  both  are  very  small ;  consequently,  upon  the  present  plan  of  di- 
viding the  money  raised  for  schools,  they  obtain  but  a  small  share.  The  com- 
mittee think  this  plan  operates  very  unequally.  The  design  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
to  give  each  child  in  town  an  equal  chance  to  obtain  benefit  from  the  public 
fbnds,  but  this,  at  present,  is  far  from  being  the  case.  In  some  districts^  the 
school  IB  twice  as  long  as  in  others.  In  the  small  districts,  they  are  under  the 
necessity  of  hiring  very  cheap  teachers^  and  usually  poor  ones,  or  of  having  a 
short  school,  or  supporting  it  out  of  theu*  own  pockets,  after  paying  their  share 
to  form  the  public  fund.    «    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— H.  A.  Tract,  Dakikl  L.  B.  Goodwiit. 


TEMPLE  TON  j  (l)  Population,  1,690.    Vataation,  5378^  00. 

'       *       *       C       Number  of  Public  Schools,  11. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  307— lu  Winter,  396. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  2227 — In  Winter,  313. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  418.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  4S. 
(d)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  4S  mths.  21  days —In  Summer,  27  7— In  Winter,  18  14. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  1. 
<7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  5         —To  Females,  5 
<8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month-^f  Males,  g       —Of  Females,  $ 
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(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $       — ^f  Females,  $ 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     d— Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  S.-^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  90. — ^t^^' 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^^- 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .-^Income  from  same,  $ 

BooK&usED. — Spelling — Lee's.  Reading^^FnnkWn  Primer,  Improved  Reader,  General) 
Class  Book,  Juvenile  Lessons,  Popular  Lessons,  New  Testament.  G^rammar—- Parker's  and 
Fox's.    G^cgTop^y— Parley's,  Olney's.    Arithmetic — Adams',  Colburn's,  Emerson's.  ^ 

Remarks. — ^The  Surplus  Revenue  of  tbe  town,  amounting  to  $3,337  70,^ 
has  been  loaned  by  the  town,  and  tbe  interest  thereof^  amounting  to  (200  36, 
is  annually  appropriated  for  the  support  of  Common  Schools." 

No  return  is  naade  of  the  wages  and  board  of  teachers. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

V 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Joseph  Mabom,  Lxwis  Sabih. 


TJPTflN               ''  (  (1)  Population,  1,451.    Valuation,  5278,514 68. 

UX-IUiyj j       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  ail  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  275— In  Winter,  47S. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  243— In  Winter,  395. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  397. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  80.  . 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mths.  20  days.— In  Summer,  13  20— In  Winter,  18. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teaehen  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  3. 

(1)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $W  33— To  Females, ^12  59« 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 66— Of  Females,  $5  92. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^21  67— Of  Females,  J^6  67. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $i4t, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of 

Sehotais,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition.  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  75.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  586. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .income  from  same,  $        • 

Books  usbd.- fi^tfti^wNational.    JRe«u2»»^g^-IUietorical  and  National  Readers.    CTrom-' 
««r— Ingersoirs. «  Ge<^raphy-^\ney'»  and  Parley's.    Aritkmetie^AdmiM*,  Smith's  and  Col* 

bora's. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Behj.  Wood,  N.  W.  Holbeook,  H.  S.  Aldrigb. 
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rri^nnjnr'lC?  J<^)  Population,  t;M6.    Valaation,  ^607,921  fiO. 

UJLISl€IUU-£ij     ...       J       Number  of  Pnblic  School!,  11. 

(S)  No.  of  Sebolara  of  all  ages  in  all  Ibe  Sehooif— In  Summer,  449— In  Winter,  4^7. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  SOO^n  l^inler,  349. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  G16.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  6S. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  58. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  67  mths.  26  days.-^n  Summer,  38— «In  Winter,  29  26. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    .— F.  11— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— Fi  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Stales,  525  10— To  Females,  5^^  ^* 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  fl  21 — Of  Females,  $5  48. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^17  89— Of  Females,  gS  37. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  gIfiOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .-—Average  nuinber  of 

Scholars,     •—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Aeademies,  Private  Schools*  and  SehooU  k4pt  to  prok>ng  Cooiwod 

Schools,  2.F— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  30^  —Average  No.  ef  Scholars,  145.^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^^f^^^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— fi^^insg'— Introduction  to  National,  Cummings'  and  National.  Reading— 
The  Young  Reader,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  American  First  Class  Book,  The  Sacred 
Scriptures.  Qrammam  <  Pond's  Murray's,  Smith's.  Creqgrqp^y— Pariey'a,  Mahe-Broe's  and 
Olney's.  Jrit/i»i«tic— Colburn's  First  Lessons,  Smith's,  Adams'  and  North  American.  All 
o</rfr#— Goodrich's  United  States  History  and  First  Lessons  in  History. 

Rema&ks.  <<  The  income  of  the  town's  proportion  of  the  Surplus  Revenue 
IB  appropriated  to  the  support  of  schools.    Amount  (4,469  96.    Income  $247." 

Number  of  schools  to  prolong  Public  Schools  not  given.  The  time  is  six 
and  a  half  months,  scholars  78,  and  the  expense  $105— all  included  in  the 
above  aggregates. 

SsiiSCTioifs  FROM  RsFORT.  *  *  Lfi  our  summer  sebools,  oiu*  children 
commence  their  education,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  that  they  commence 
imU,— that  they  be  well  tnught  and  well  disciplined.  Effort  should,  then,  be 
made  to  sectire  good  teachers  for  all  these  schools, — ^teachers  who  are  well 
educated,  who  are  respected  in  the  community,  and  who  respect  themselves, — 
and  who,  there  may  be  sufficient  reason  to  believe,  will  instruct  and  govern 
those,  committed  to  their  charge,  with  ease  and  success.  In  employing  teach- 
ers for  summer  schools,  the  prudential  committee,  in  districts  in  which  the 
scholars  are  young,  and,  perhaps,  comparatively  backward  in  their  education, 
appear  often  to  think,  that  those  of  limUed  qualifications  will  be  as  useful  as 
those  more  thoroughly  educated.  No  one  shoukl  suffer  himself  to  reason  in 
this  manner.  £very  Public  School,  however  younp  or  ignorant  the  scholars 
may  be,  should  have  a  teacher  who  is  well  acquanited  with  the  branches  de- 
si^ated  by  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  whom  the  parents  and  pupils 
will  esteem  and  respect  In  addition  to  this,  it  should  be  understood,  that  the 
CQmqfiittee  (^  give  no  hfii\f-uxaf  certificate.  The  law  is  their  guide,  and  they 
cannot  consistently  approbate  one,  who  is  to  receive  the  public  money,  as  a 
teacher,  whose  qualifications  do  not,  in  a  good  measure,  correspond  to  the  legal 
reqiiisitions.  They  would,  then,  earnesjtly  recommend  great  caution  in  the  se- 
lection of  female  teachers, — an  effort  to  obtain  those,  who  possess  good  minds 
and  good  literary  qualifications, — who  appear  to  be  active  and  energetic,  and 
whose  influence,  over  the  manners  and  characters  of  their  pupils,  will  be  evi- 
dently good.    *    •    * 

The  committee  have  not  known  of  any  porticular  irregularity  or  insubordina- 
tion in  any  of  the  other  schools,  during  the  winter.  Many  of  tne  teachers  have 
been  employed  in  our  schools,  in  previous  years,  and  have  been  devoted  to  their 
duty  and  successful  in  the  discharge  of  it    Some  of  them  have  been  very  sys- 


s. 
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temati^  and  thbfh)ugh  ih  their  method  of  instrdction ;  and,  in  all  such  instances, 
there  has  been  a  visible  imj^i^oyement  in  their  pupils, — and  their  influence  has 
afeo  been  apparently  g6od  6ver  the  manners  and  characters  of  those  committed 
to  their  twrt.  In  som^  inistances  there  has  been  a  want  of  system,  on  the  part 
of  the  tochers,  in  the  general  management  of  their  schools,  and,  in  one  in- 
statti^^,  an  ainibst  tot^l  neglect  of  instruction  in  the  first  rudiments  of  an  educa- 
tion;— vMtrudUniJroni  the  8pdling  book. 

In  the  ihstructibns,  which  the^committelB  give  to  teachers,  they. urge  the  duty 
and  importahbe  of  confining  themselves,  in  the  regular  school  hours,  to  those 
branches  designated  by  the  law; — of  rigid  system  in  their  method  of  teachinj^, 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  various  classes,  and  of  bein^  thorough  in  all  their  ^ 
instructions ;— that  they  should  require  all  their  pupils,  without  respect  to  age 
or  fiittidi^s,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  spelling  book  and  the  application  of 
its  rules.    *    *    « 

The  committed  experience  much  satisfaction  in  expressing  the  conviction, 
that  the  schools,  in  this  town,  have  been  gradually  improving,  in  all  respects, 
for  several  years  past  *  *  Instruction  has  been  made  more  systematic,  thor- 
ough and  practical.  Teachers  have  found  it  necessary  to  make  themselves . 
more  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  fundamental  branches  required  to  be 
taught  in  our  Common  Schools,  and  a  greater  effort  is  every  year  made  to  se- 
cure good  teachers. 

And  yet  there  is  room  for  still  further  improvement  Our  schools  are  not 
what  they  ought  to  be,  nor  what  they  may  be.  And,  in  order  to  their  improve- 
ment, parents,  and  the  fKends  of  the  rising  generation,  must  manifest  more  pet" 
sonal  interest  in  /Aem.  The  Legislature  and  Govemnient  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  Board  of  Education,  are  making  powerful  and  judicious  efibrts  to  ele-  \ 

vate  the  character  of  our  Common  Schools.    Those,  who  have  the  gieneral  j 

oversight,  of  these  schools,  are  willing  to  do  what  they  mav  to  render  them    _^ 
respectable  and  profitable.    But,  that  they  may  prosper  and  accomplish  the 
good  purposes  for  which  they  were  established,  parents'  must  second  the  eflTorts 
of  others;  and  cheerfully  aid  in  carrying  into  successful  operation  oil  judicious 
plans  adopted  to  advance  their  prosperity  and  to  render  them  useful.    *    *    * 

The  committee  would  further  remark,  that  those,  whose  duty  it  is  to  employ 
teachers,  should  feel  willing  to  make  every  reasonable  effort  to  secure  good 
ones ;  men  of  go<^  principles,  good  habits,  good  manners,  and  who  are  well 
qualified  to  teach  and  govern  a  school.  In  so  important  a  selection,  there 
should  be  no  carelessness,  or  indifference,  or  negligence.  The  manners  and 
personal  habits  of  a  teacher  are  of  no  slight  consequence,  for  the^  will  have 
more  or  less  influence  over  his  pupils.  The  committee  do  not  wish  to  see  a 
mere  fbp  or  dandy  at  the  head  of  any  of  our  schools ;  neither  do  they  wish  to 
see,  occupying  that  important  station,  one,  who  is  not  half  civilized,  or  whose 
manners  and  habits  are  those  of  a  clown  or  a  sloven.  They  wish  to  have  your 
children  well  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  an  education  ;  to  have  sound  moral 
principles  communicated  to' them,  and  such  an  example  exhibited,  as  tbey  may 
safely  follow.  They  say,  then,  to  their  fellow  citizens,  select  judicious  men  to 
employ  teachers ; — and,  to  these  men,  employ  those  only  as  teachers,  whose  lite* 
rary  attainments  are  ample,  whom  you  can  respect  yourselves,  and  whose  ex- 
ample you  are  willing  your  children  should  imitate.  Place  not  a  man  in  school, 
as  the  teacher  and  guiae  of  your  children,  whose  example  out  of  school,  what- 
ever may  be  his  instructions  and  counsel  there,  will  have  a  tendency  to  debase 
and  corrupt  them.    *    *    * 

*  *  The  committee  are  verv  glad  to  learn,  that  the  schoolhouse,  which 
has  so  long  been  a  disgrace  to  District  No.  1,  is  demolished,  and  that  a  new 
one  will  soon  be  erected.  They  hope,  that  wisdom  will  be  manifested  in  the 
internal  construction  of  it  When  building  a  schoolhouse,  the  expense  will  not 
be  increased  by  adopting  a  good  model.  They  also  hope,  that  other  districts, 
whenever  circumstances  may  permit,  will  follow  the  example  of  No.  1.  *  *  * 

Notwithstanding  this  inattention,  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  prudential  com- 
mittee, the  committee  of  the  town  have  endeavored  to  do  their  duty  to  the 
schools.  They  have  sought  information  when  practicable,  and  visited  the 
schools,  with  few  exceptions,  twice,  and  many  of  them  more  frequently.  Tho 
prudential  committee  might,  with  very  little  trouble,  give  the  town's  commit- 
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tee  all  Decessary  informatioD,  and  aaye  them  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and  ex- 
pense too,  in  the  discbarae  of  their  duty.  The  proper  course  for  the  pruden- 
tial committee,  is  this.  They  should  inform  the  committee  of  tlie  town  when 
their  respective  schools  will  commence,  and  give  them  notice,  at  least  one 
week  beforehand,  of  the  time  when  they  will  close,  and  leave  it  to  them  to 
appoint  the  time  for  examination.  It  often  so  liaftpeus,  that  several  schools 
close  the  same  week.  It  will,  therefore,  always  be  best  for  the  town's  commit- 
tee to  make  their  own  arrangements,  respecting  the  time  of  visiting  them. 
May  they  not  hope,  that  the  ensuing,  will  not  be  as  the  last  and  former  years; 
that  their  successors  shall  have  the  prompt  and  cheerful  cooperation  of  those 
gentlemen,  to  whom  the  districts  may  commit  the  immediate  charge  of  their 
respective  schools? 

.  The  prudential  committee  should  understand,  that  the  law  requires,  that 
every  teacher  shall  be  approbated  by  the  town's  committee,  htfotrt  commencing 
a  Public  School.  Let  not  this  reasonable  and  important  requisition  be  disre- 
garded, especially  when  persons,  who  have  never  taught,  or  who  are  from 
abroad,  are  to  be  employed.  The  committee  are  under  no  obligation  to  exam- 
ine a  teacher,  who  has  had  the  presumption  to  commence  a  Public  School 
without  any  legal  authority.  The  requisitions  of  the  law,  respecting  teachers, 
are  plain  and  judicious,  and  ought  to  be  strictly  regarded. 

Besides,  no  teacher  should  commence  a  Public  School,  without  seeing,  at 
least,  the  chairman,  or  some  one  member  of  the  committee,  for  another  rea- 
son. Every  teacher  is  required  to  keep  a  register  of  his  or  her  school  from  its 
commencement  to  its  close,  in  a  form  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
which  register  guides  the  committee  in  making  their  annual  return  of  the 
schools  to  the  Secretary's  ofiSce.  The  blanks  for  this  register  are  furnished  by 
the  committee,  and  should  always  be  in  the  possession  of  the  teachers,  when 
they  open  their  schools. 

The  committeis  are  very  desirous,  that  our  schools  may  be  conducted  with 
some  regard  to  system,  and  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  wise  provisions  of  the 
statutes  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  they  hope  that  these  suggestions  may  not 
be  without  some  good  effect.    *    *    * 

*  *  Let  us  be  awake,  then,  fellow  citizens,  to  the  interests  of  our  schools, 
of  the  generation  that  is  coming  up  among  us.  Let  us  spare  no  means,  no 
rationed  effort,  to  promote  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  our  youth; 
to  prepare  them  to  stand  as  high,  at  least,  as,  and,  if  possible,  higher,  in  intellec- 
tual and  moral  worth,  than,  any  others  in  our  highly  favored  Commonwealth ;  and 
to  make  our  Common  Schools,  in  which  they  are  to  lay  the  foundation  of  their 
education,  09  <ftey  may  be,  nurseries  of  knowledge,  wisdom,  virtue; — of  every 
thing  that  is  commendable  and  praiseworthy.  Especially,  let  us  invoke  for 
them  the  protection  and  blessing  of  God.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.-— Samuel  Clarke,  Wm.  C.  Caprov,  Datid  A.  Grosvenor. 


TV  A  RRJ^M  J  (*)  Pop"'al»on»  ^19€-    Valuation,  ^312,936  00. 

rr/l^^^iV,       ....       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  294— In  Winter,  357. 

(3)  Average  ai  tendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  221- In  Winter,  273. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  359. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37.— -No.  over  16  3'ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  45. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  55  mths. — In  Summer,  27— In  Winter,  28. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^24  52— To  Females,  JIG  98. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 11— Of  Females,  $5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $11 41— Of  Females,  $b  98. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages,  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  %2XXi. 

(11 )  Amount  of  bo^rd  and  fuel,  if  any,  conlribnted  for  Public  Schools,  5175. 
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(IS)  Nokof  raeorpoffttted  Aeadonief,  i  ^^Aggregate.  of  ido&Um  kept,  -    .— Averafe  No.  of 
Sebolan,  .  .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schoolsy  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8. — Aggregate  of  months  kept^  SS.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  43w— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition^  ;^210  GO. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  4 — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  V8E]>.^fifpe2/ti^gw- Webster's.  JZeMfii^^-Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader/ New  Testa- 
ment, American  First  Class  Book,  Intellectual  Reader,  Child's  Guide,  National  Reader.  Orttm" 
flwar— Smith's,  Frost's.  Geo^ajaA^-Olney's,  Peter  Farley's.  ^riMiiitfltc— Smith's,  Golbuni's, 
Adams'.  All  otAer^^Watts  on  the  Mind,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S., 
Day's  Algebra. 

Remark. — ^The  Dumber  of  scholars  for  a  part  of  the  Private  Schools  is  not 
giveD. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  the  way  of  general  remark,  we  may 
say,  that  there  are  several  of  our  schools  that  have  sustained  a  very  high  and 
exalted  character.  Others  have  been  respectable,  rather  than  otherwise.  And 
a  very  few  others,  we  regret  to  say,  have  been  to  an  unususJ  degree,  of  an  infe- 
rior stamp.    *    •    • 

It  gives  your  committee  much  pleasure  to  state,  that  our  schools,  pretty  gen- 
erally, have  been  in  a  state  of  admirable  subordination  through  the  year ;  there 
have  been  no  insurrections,  and  no  wars,  or  rumors  of  the  same,  to  distiurb  the 
general  tranquillity. 

Many  parents,  we  are  happy  to  say,  have  manifested  an  increased  interest  in 
the  education  of  their  children.  They  have  visited  the  schools  with  unusual 
frequency,  and  in  unusual  numbers.  This  has  proved  a  healthful  stimulus  to 
scholars,  and  convinced  teachers,  and  your  committee  also,  that,  in  the  discharge 
of  their  onerous  and  responsible  duties,  they  stood  not  alone,  but  shared  in  the 
sympathies  of  not  a  few  generous  minds.    *  '  *    * 

1.  Your  committee  eaqiestly  request,  that  no  final  contract  be  made  with 
teachers,  before  they  appear  for  examination,  unless  the  evidence  of  their  com- 
plete competency  to  teach,  be  perfectly  clear  and  undisputed.  A  strict. obser- 
vance of  this  suffgestion,  will  relieve  your  committee  of  one  of  the  most  embar- 
rassing and  unpleasant  duties,  that  has  hitherto,  sometimes,  devolved  on  them  to 
perform. 

2.  Your  conunittee  earnestly  recommend,  that  teachers  be  selected  in  sea- 
son.    •    •    * 

3.  The  old  mistake, — ^the  mistake  of  greatest  moment,  vnth  us,  is  this, — ^we 
have  been  unduly  fearful,  touching  the  expenses  of  our  schoola  We  have  paid 
a  disproportionate  regard  to  our  purse.  We  have  often  aimed  to  procure  cheap 
teachers,  rather  than  good  ones.  And,  in  well  nigh  every  instance  of  the  kind, 
we  have  been  amply  remunerated  for  our  parsimonious  folly.  Reform  is  im- 
periously demanded  in  this  particular. 

4.  Our  schools  are  destitute  of  globes,  the  larger  maps,  mathematical  blocks ; 
and  two  or  three  are  destitute  of  the  more  common  article  of  black-boards. 
Duty  impels  us  to  continue  to  recommend  this  species  of  schoolhouse  furniture, 
as  happily  contributing  to  the  successful  study  of  some  of  the  more  important 
branches  of  education. 

In  closing  their  annual  labors,  your  committee  would  once  more  remind 
their  fellow  citizens,  that  it  is  high  time  that  the  town  take  more  enlarged  and 
elevated  views^  on  the  momentous  interests  of  education ;  and  grant  more  lib- 
eral appropriations  for  the  support  of  our  schools.  We  have  hitherto  been 
prone  to  consider  their  support  as  an  unwelcome  burden ;  it  is  time  that  we 
correct  our  mistakes,  and  consider  it  in  the  light  of  a  grateful  and  delightful 
duty.  We  have  no  academy,  we  have  no  permanent  high  school ;  consequent- 
ly, all  the  education  which  nine  tenths  of  our  children  can  obtain,  must  be  de- 
rived from  these  common  fountains  of  instruction.  And  it  is  perfectly  mani- 
fest, that  the  character  of  these  schools  is  to  determine,  to  a  wide  extent,  the 
character  of  future  generations  in  this  place.  Great  interests  are  at  stake. 
They  demand  attention.    The  Commonwealth  is  waking  up.    Noble  men  are 
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hohLy  eAgilgdd,  in  a  gi*«  and  iioMe  caufte ;  and  we  are  inexcuBable  if  we  elum- 
ber  any  longer.  Let  us  catch  some  portion  of  the  just  and  generous  sentinient, 
which  be^ns  to  pervade  owf  ▼enerabie  Slate,  and  not  permit  ourselves  to  lag 
behind  this  grand  moveioent  of  the  age. 

You  have  material  which  richly  desenres  cultivationt  You  have  .good  farms, 
houses,  and  bams.  Thus  blessed,  let  us  in  all  future  time  have  good  school- 
houses,  teachers,  and  schools;  and  rely  on  it,  a  grateful  posterity  will  not  be 
slow  to  ackhowledge  our  libendi^  and  love. 

Again,  we  commend  our  schools  to  your  moire  favorable  regards  this^  day. 
We  ask  you  to  devise  liberal  things,  in  the  appropriation  of  money  for  educa- 
tional purposes.  We  ask  you  to  extend  your  kind  sympathies  and  esfficient 
cooperation,  to  those  well  deserving  individuals  who  may  serve  you  as  instruc- 
ters,  the  ensuing  year.  And  above  all,  we  ask  that  the  smiles  of  Almighty  God 
may  rest  upon  me  precious  interests  of  education  among  us.  That  our  sons 
may  be  as  plants  grown  up  in  their  youth,  that  our  daughters  may  be  as  comer 
stones,  polished  aAer  the  similitude  of  a  palace.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  eOMMlTtEJE:.--GKO.  Trask,  J.  W.  Talbot,  Njelson  Carp£ktkr,  Lorxk. 

Zd  WaRIHXR,  DaVIEL  A.  HXTttAWAV. 


Miih 


t|r£t  n  Qfrnjpn  J  (I)  Popotalwif,  1;210.    Valaatibn,  J 

PT^XJO^^/t,         ...      J        iTumber  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Sammer,  284— In  Winter,  SOO. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  234^-In  Winter,  227. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  399— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20.-— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools^  32  mthsw— In  Summer  j  18— In  Winter,  14; 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei*-^M.  4-i.P.  2, 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  ineladtng  board— To  Rfales,  $9S  2^— To  Females,  514  83. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  y7l22— Of  Females,  $6  16; 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — O^  Males,  $16  00— Of  Females,  ffS  66. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  jj^lJOOO, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  S 

(li)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  . — ^Average  number  of 
Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  2.— 'Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4^. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  38i — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  S^^  ^' 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — ^Income  from  same,  f 

Books  used.- £fpetft9^g^Webster's.  Readirv — ^Young  Reader,  Introduction  to  N^ational 
Reader,  National  Reader.  First  Ctais  Book  ana  New  T^tament.  Crrammar— Smith's  Pro- 
ductive. Geography — Peter  Parley's  and  Olney's.  ArWtmetie--'Co\barn%  Smith's  and  Em- 
erson's. All  others — Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy,  Walts  on  the  Mind,  Wilkins'  Astrono- 
my, Colburn's  Algebra. 

SeIiECTIons  from  Report.  *  *  It  is  occasion  for  the  sincerest  grat- 
ulation,  that  our  several  districts  haye  furnished  themselves  virith  comfortable 
and  commodious  houses,  for  the  accommodation  of  their  respective  schools. 
The  principal  exception  to  this  remark,  which  now  occurs  to  the  minds  of  your 
committee,  relates  to  the  construction  of  a  part  of  the  seats  in  one  district 
These  being  without  backs,  the  smaller  scholars  are  compelled  to  sit,  day  after 
day,  without  any  other  support  for  back  or  stomach,  than  that  which  nature  af- 
fbrdB,^-an  arrangement  exceedingly  unfavorable,  both  to  comfort  and  health. 
It  is  also  believed,  that  there  is  generally,  in  the  minds  of  our  townsmen,  a  dis- 
position to  maintain,  reputably  and  efficiently,  these  primary  seats  of  learning 
and  morality.  Still,  all  that  is  desirable  has  not  yet  been  accomplished.  Much 
remains  to  be  done.    It  ought  to  be  understood  and  felt,  that  the  appropriatioD 
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of  wmef  iff  m  ^poiifttit  P#^remi^d  gmirdiim  ohwld  jri^  Ao  onc^iw^^ 

meoiE  of  their  coi^oial  poopeititiop  Yfiti\  ^m^hisn  w4  comi^it^  wi  their  owtr 
mofwl  presfiDop  ifi  the  ^hopMh  Without  thU,  ih^  fteil^  r^4i]|UiaP%  a^4  the  he«t 
teacbersy  y^^l  fail  pf  «f^^¥pp|iisihii^  all  which  #houl4  b^  fumed  at  and  aeciured. 
It  18  wondei^l  what  au  impulse  n^y  he  giyep  to  a  ach<^l,  kf  the  sifpple  meaiw 
cif  p«rei|tfil  viaita ;  and  it  is  lamentahle  to  reflect  qpoii  the  iiuiiryy  which  pareo^ 
t(4  iQ^ificpetioii  may  inflict,  J^nd  her^  your  cpRuxiittee  feel  fsalled  upon,  by  n 
moef  iHiu^Ail  9enf»  of  duty,  to  ati^tOj  that  regpl^tiona  the  most  iialutary,  and  of 
the  n^^i^  p))vious  necess)^,  h<^ve,  m  a  f&w  instances,  been  directly  interfered 
with  )^  paren||^~:parent8  i¥ho  should  have  fe|t  the  liveliest  interest  in  pronK>^ 
mg  order  and  improvement  in  the  schools,  where,  if  ever,  their  owq  children 
are  to  be  fitted  tor  future  usefulness  and  respectability.  Special  reference  is 
now  bad  to  uniformity  in  books.  Such  uniformity,  which  is  always  desirable 
throwliout  fJl  the  schools  in  the  town,  is  peculiarly  important  in  ^  town  situa* 
ted  U%p  our  oinii.  Many  fiu^ilies  there  are,  who  move  frequently  from  village 
to  v^llagi^,  apd  irom  district  to  district]  t^d  who,  unless  u^tiformity  can  be  secur- 
ed, may  he  compelled,  on  every  such  occasion,  (however  unable,)  to  purchase  a 
new  set  of  bopi^  The  law  of  our  Commonwealth,  moreover,  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  school  committee  to  determine  what  books  shall  be  used.  This 
regulation  was  evidently  called  for,  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  as  it  is  a  mat- 
ter pn  which  very  much  depends.  And  yet,  in  this  matter,  the  case  has  occur- 
red, where  law  fuod  the  utmost  efibrts  of  your  committee  have  been  for  a  long 
time  resia^ed  { c^nd  that,  not  b^  those  tp  whom  the  ei^pense  of  a  new  book  could 
possibly  have  been  a  burden.  Some  persona  seem  to  forget  the  confusion  and 
multipued  disorders,  whic^  would  arise  from  carrying  out  the  principle  of  se- 
lecting, each  ior  himself  Iraoks  for  the  use  of  his  children,  without  regard  to 
uniformity,  the^  demands  of  the  age,  or  the  present  state  of  our  Common  School 
system*  Let  these  things  be  properly  considered,  and  we  are  persuaded,  that 
sonae  serious  diflicuUies,  which  now  obstruct  the  progress  of  improvement  in 
this  most  important  enterprise,  would  be  at  once  removed  out  of  the  way.  *  *  * 

In  this  connection,  your  committee  would  submit,  whether  some  cheap,  but 
useful  apparatus,  might  not  be  advantageously  placed  in  the  several  schools. 
By  a  law  passed  April  12th,  1837,  each  school  aistrict  is  authorised  to  raise 
moiioy>  to  establish  a  ComiOipn  School  Library,  and  to  purchase  appaiatus  for 
the  use  of  the  children  therein,  to  the  amount  of  $30,  for  the  first  year,  and  $10 
in  any  aubsequent  year.  We  would  suggest,  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for 
our  several  districts  to  avail  themselves,  in  some  measure,  at  least,  of  this  pro- 
viaion  of  our  statutes. 

Another  consideration,  and  one  of  great  importance,  to  which  we  wish  to 
refer,  is,  the  sU^ndard  of  intellectual  and  moral  attainments  which  should  be  de- 
manded of  those  who  present  themselves  as  candidates  for  the  teacher's  ofSce. 
In  the  examination  of  teachers,  your  committee  have  endeavored  to  maintain 
this  standard  aa  elevated  as  possible.  In  all  cases,  they  have  required  testimo- 
nials of  good  moral  character,  and  by  personal  examination,  have  aimed  to  be 
satisfied  of  their  ability,  to  teach  all  those  branches  which  are  necessary  to  ad- 
vance the  standard  of  education  in  the  schools.  But  in  this  respect,  much  yet 
remains  to  be  done.  The  business  of  arousing,  and  guiding,  and  forming  the 
young  mind,  is  made  too  cheap  and  unimportant  The  habits  of  thinking,  and 
the  impressions  of  character  for  strength  or  imbecility,  good  or  evil,  are  to  an 
important  extent  determined  in  the  primary  fMshool.  And  yet,  it  is  often  sup- 
posed, that  the  business  of  teaching  requires  no  more  than  a  moderate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  first  principles  of  eilementary  education.  And  it  seems  to  be 
taken  for  granted,  that  if  a  young  man  is  able  to  give  the  rules  of  grammatical 
construction,  and  tell  of  how  many  kinds  of  gas  the  atmosphere  is  composed, 
and  especially,  if  be  can  talk  of  algebra  and  of  Latin,  he  is  of  course  qualified, 
in  every  respect,  to  give  instruction  to  our  youth*  But  all  this  ma^  consist, 
with  entire  incompetency,  in  the  simple  branched  of  reading,  writine,  and 
spelline.  Your  committee  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  this,  and  have 
labored  hard  to  improve  the  schools,  in  these  primary  branches,  which  will  be 
of  such  immense  practical  importance  to  the  pupils,  in  all  future  life.  Reading, 
for  example,  in  our  schools,  compared  with  what  it  should  be,  is  miserably 
taught,    A  few  weeks  in  tfaw  department,  under  the  right  kind  of  training. 
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iroald  be  woii^  unspeakably  more  than  as  many  mondts,  as  it  is  usually  con- 
dueted.  And  yet  it  is  believed,  that  the  standard  of  qualification  with  us,  is  as 
high  as  the  present  state  of  public  sentiment  demands,  and  would  hold  an  hon- 
orable comparison  widi  towns  generally  in  our  Commonwealth.  We  see,  then, 
the  sour6e  of  the  evil;  public  sentiment  must  be  corrected,  and  greatW  eleva- 
teiL  Let  this  be  done.  Let  the  market  be  opened  for  higher  qualincadons, 
and  the  supply  will  be  forthcoming.  While  you  contribute  liberally  for  the 
support  of  schools,  sustain  your  committee  in  demanding  thoroughness  of  qual- 
ification, in  CTery  one  who  presents  himself  as  a  teacher  of  your  children,  and 
you  will  not  have  occasion  to  complidn,  that  your  money  is  expended  without  a 
corresponding  benefit  in  return.  Let  the  sentiment  be  forever  discarded,  that 
because  a  person  is  our  friend  he  ia  therefore  qualified  to  instruct;  let  each  one 
have  respect  to  the  general  good ;  and  all  who  have  children  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fit,—yea,  all  who  are  citizens,  or  philanthropists,  shall  receive  a  rich  reward. 

In  this  place  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state,  that  teachers,  employed  as  they 
are,  for  a  limited  period  of  time,  not  unfrequendy  fail  to  supply  themselves  with 
the  books  which  are  used  in  their  respective  classes.  The  necessary  conse- 
quence is,  either,  that  they  hear  tlieir  classes  read  with  nothing  but  the  sense  to 
guide  them,  with  respect  to  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the  perform- 
ance ;  or  else,  some  scholar  must  be  robbed  of  the  book  which  he  hais  purchas- 
ed and  needs,  in  order  to  supply  the  teacher's  deficiency.  Now,  the  thing  sug- 
gested is,  whether  it  would  not  be  well,  either  to  place  these  books  in  every 
schoolhouse,  as  public  property,  for  the  use  of  the  teacher,  or  to  have  it  ex- 
pressly understood,  in  the  engagement  of  each  instructor,  that  he  shall  himself 
furnish  the  necessary  supply.  Should  this  suggestion  be  publicly  approved  by 
yourselves,  it  is  readily  perceived  that  the  committee  would  thereby  be  relieved 
from  much  perplexity,  and  the  schools  be  secured  against  this  evil. 

Another  subject  to  which  we  wish  to  invite  your  attention,  is  the  propriety 
and  importance  of  an  earlier  engagement  with  the  teachers,  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts.   •    •    • 

*  *  In  order  to  remedy  this  difficulty,  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  whether, 
Bff  the  whole  matter  is  now  left  with  the  towns,  it  might  not  be  well  to  require, 
that  all  teachers  should  be  engaged  and  presented  for  examination,  we  will 
say,  firom  two  to  four  weeks  previous  to  the  time  appointed  for  the  schools  to 
commence.  This  would  give  opportunity,  in  case  of  their  failure,  to  employ 
others,  and  thus  save  the  committee  from  embarrassment,  and  the  schools  from 
disappointment  and  disorder. 

In  closing  this  report,  your  committee  would  respectfully  allude  to  one  more 
serious  evil,  which  afflicts  some  of  our  schools,  and  which  can  be  remedied 
only  by  an  increased  interest  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  parents.  We  refer  to  the 
habits  of  irregularity  and  tardiness,  in  which  some  scholars  indulge.  The  ex- 
istence, in  a  school,  of  either  of  these  faults,  is  uttetly  incompatible  with  suc- 
cessful progress  in  study.  Far  better  is  it  for  a  lad,  that  he  attend  school  punc- 
tually, and  without  interruption,  a  few  weeks,  than  that  he  be  nominall v  con- 
nected with  the  same  as  many  months,  if  his  progress  must  be  retarded  hy  fre- 
quent absence,  and  continual  irregularity.    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— L.  6.  Lxohabd,  Sidmet  Holmas. 
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'  i        Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  School*— In  Summer,  297— In  Winter,  463. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  Sid — In  Winter,  339. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  402.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  65. 
W  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  42  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  20  14— In  Winter,  22. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.  — F.  8. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^-M.  8 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  528  49— To  Females,  J[I2  95. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  moothi-Of  Moleti  J^6  94— Of  Females,  ^5  77. 
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(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $t\  55-^f  Females,  $1 19. 

(10)  Amoant  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $900,  * 

(11)  Amoant  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  f<»r  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     , — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.,  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  7.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  21}. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  86<— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $956. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $ '         .—-Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling-^Lee^s  Spelling  Book,  Webster's  Dictionary.  Readrnff—BM^ 
Classical  Reader,  Emerson's  2d  and  3a  Class  Readers.  Crrammar—^ond^s  Murray's.  Geogra* 
pfttt— Smith's  and  Parley's.  Arithmeiic — ^Adams',  Smith's,  Colbuin's,  Emerson's.  All  other^-^ 
Marshall's  Public  School  Writing  Book. 

SsiiKCTiONB  FROM  REPORT.  *  *  YonT  Committee  have  much  satisfaction 
in  being  able  to  report,  that  a  greater  interest  has  been  manifested  in  our 
schools,  this  year^  than  during  the  preceding.  Some  of  our  examinations  have 
been  enlivened  by  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  interested  spectators.  They 
have  been  scenes  of  wide  attraction,  such  as,  to  your  committee,  bespeaks  more 
than  a  casual  interest  in  the  event, — a  deep  conviction  of  the  power  which 
these  nurseries  are  exerting  over  the  youthful  mind.  They  feel  the  stronger 
confidence,  therefore,  in  suggesting  some  things,  which  they  deem  important  in 
behalf  of  our  schools,  for  the  consideration  of  the  town. 

Your  committee,  in  the  first  place,  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  our  achooU 
rooma.  In  their  opinion,  these  rooms  should  ()e  made  more  con^ortahle  and  at- 
irodtve.  Their  feelings  would  justify  them  in  speaking  very  strongly  on  this 
point.  There  is  not  a  school -room  in  town  which  the  interests  of  the  schools 
do  not  require  to  be  either  rebuilt,  remodeled,  or  repaired.  There  is  scarcely 
a  fkoiily,  in  any  district,  which  would  be  willing,  .or  could  be  induced,  except 
in  case  of  the  utmost  extremity,  to  make  their  abode  in  a  house,  as  poorly  adapt- 
ed to  their  comfort  and  convenience,  as  are  most  of  our  school-rooms  to  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  a  school.  Parents,  who  are  sufficiently  careful  of 
the  health  and  comfort  of  their  children  at  home,  send  theni  to  be  confined  six 
hours  a  day  in  school-rooms  where  comfort  is  sure  not  to  be  found,  and  health 
liable  to  be  lost.  A  little  reflection  upon  this  matter,  especially  if  it  might  be 
aided  by  a  year's  experience  as  school  committee,  would  satisfy  every  individ- 
ual that  there  is  abundant  ground  for  this  remark.  And  perhaps  the  pale  faces 
and  aching  heads  of  children,  which  so  oflen,  during  the  school  session,  appeal 
to  the  sympathy  of  the  parent,  and  are  laid  over,  by  their  charity,  to  the  charge 
of  ^  hard  study ,**  might,  with  more  reason,  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  school- 
room. It  is  the  wisdom  or  the  weakness  of  your  committee  to  believe,  that  this 
^  hard  study**  is  more  hardly  charged  than  is  meet ;  and  that  a  renovation  of 
our  school-rooms  would,  in  many  instances,  at  least,  work  a  very  thorough  ren- 
ovation of  the  heads  and  constitutions  of  these  school-room  patients. 

Our  school-rooms  are,  in  the  first  place,  too  amodl.  In  some  instances,  the 
members  of  the  school  have  been  literally  crowded  together,  so  that  it  has  been 
only  by  way  of  mutual  accommodation  that  they  have  been  able  to  write  at  all ; 
while  all  the  purposes  of  the  school  have  been,  more  or  less,  embarrassed  and 
deranged  from  the  same  cause.  A  school -room  should  be  sufficiently  large  to 
seat  all  the  scholars,  without  interfering  with  each  other,  and  to  furnish  a  lib^ 
eral  space,  unoccupied  with  seats,  for  the  arrangement  of  classes,  stove,  specta- 
tors, etc  For  some  of  our  largest  schools,  there  should  be  two  rooms,  that 
there  may  be  a  division  of  the  scholars.    *    *    * 

Our  school -rooms,  also,  though  sufficiently  light,  are  not  suitably  lighted.  The 
scholai^  in  most  instances,  are  compelled  to  face  the  full  light  of  two  or  three 
windows,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  very  annoying,  if  not  permanently  injurious. 
Every  one,  much  accustomed  to  reud  or  study,  has  been  conscious  of  the  great 
relief  to  the  eye,  when  the  li^ht  shines  from  behind  him  upon  his  book,  instead - 
of  glaring  full  in  his  face.    This  advantage  is  easily  secured  in  a  school  room. 
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Let  oti^  aide  of  the  room  be  painted  black,  as  should  always  be  done,  to  be  used 
as  a  **  black-board,"  for  drawing  and  illustration ;  and  let  all  the  scholars  face 
towards  it,  the  light,  of  course,  entering  at  windows  from  behind  and  on  their 
sides. 

^  Another  defect  is  the  want  of  suitable  means  of  ventilation.  The  air,  if  con- 
fined in  a  crowded  school-room,  soon  becomes  impure  and  oppressive.  The 
chief  remedy  now  is,  to  throw  open  the  door  or  windows,  and  let  in  a  fresh 
current  of  cold  air  from  without ;  which  remedy,  if  it  be  not  as  bad  as  the  evil, 
is  certainly  bad  enough.  The  sudden  changes  this  necessarily  creates  in  the 
temperature  of  the  room,  exposes  all  the  inmates  to  colds,  consumptions,  and 
premature  death.  Most  of  our  school-rooms,  also,  are  so  low  studded  that  there 
18  little  chance  for  a  circulation  of  the  air,  except  in  lateral  currents,  as  from  a 
door  or  window,  and,  consequently,  the  victims,  caged  within  its  walls,  are 
compelled,  at  each  successive  respiration,  to  inhale  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  very 
carbonic  acid  they  last  threw  off  from  their  lun^s.  And  thus  they  go  on,  for 
three  or  six  months  of  the  year,  defeating  the  object  of  respiration  and  killing 
themselves  by  inches.  And  our  schoolhouses  should  not  only  be  healthy  and 
comfortable,  but  more  attractive  in  appearance  than  they  are.  If,  as  soipe  one  has 
said,  ^'  the  mind  takes  its  character  from  the  objects  with  which  it  is  familiar," 
then  some  importance  is  to  be  attached  to  the  appearance  of  the  school-room, 
as  a  means  of  education.  It  should  be  such  as  to  present  to  the  scholars  a  mo- 
tive to  neatness  and  order  and  taste.  Education  should  be  associated,  in  the 
minds  of  children,  with  that  which  is  pleasant  and  agreeable,  and  not  with  that 
which  is  painful  and  disgusting.  Education  does  not  consist  in  the  mere  ac- 
quisition of  knowledge,  but  in  the  cultivation  of  the  mind  and  the  heart,  of  the 
habits  and  deportment  of  the  pupil.'  Give  to  your  children  a  neat  and  cleanly 
and  tasteful  school-room,  and  they  will  feel  a  motive  to  cultivate,  not  only  in 
the  room,  but  in  themselves,  neatness  and  order  and  decorum ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  becomes  associated  in  their  minds 
with  all,  which  is  pure  and  lovely  and  agreeable.  Instead  of  this,^  the  asso- 
ciations are,  too  often,  with  a  painful  confinement  on  a  narrow  board ;  within  low 
and  ragged  and  discolored  walls ;  amidst  nauseous  vapors,  exhaled  from  three 
or  four  score  pairs  of  lungs;  surrounded  with  dirty  and  mutilated  benches, 
with  tattered  quills,  and  sheets,  and  cores,  and  paper  scraps,  and  things  un- 
namable,  strewed  along  the  aisles  and  floor.  And  who  would  expect,  in  such 
a  place,  the  cultivation  of  those  habits  of  neatness  and  deconim,  which  you 
would  cherish  in  your  child  as  his  chiefest  ornaments  ? — habits,  in  connection 
with  which,  a  cultivated  mind  shall  yield  vou  grateful  Gniit  at  the  lips  of  your 
child,  which  shall  be  like  amdes  of  gold  in  pidurea  of  silver ;  but,  without  which, 
the  highest  attainment  in  mtellectual  knowledge  wiH  become  as  ajewd  of  gold 
in  a  awine^s  snovt. 

Your  committee  need  not  particularize  further  than  to  notice  the  '<  school- 
house,"  so  called,  in  district  No.  5.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise,  as  well  as 
regret  to  them,  that  this  shell,  appropriated  to  education,  still  remains  to  be  no- 
ticed. It  is  totally  unfit  for  such  a  purpose ;  and  there  is  a  sad  waste  of  money 
and  time,  if  not  of  health  and  moral  sensibility,  in  putting  a  school  in  such  a 
place.  Having  been  reported  last  year  as  a  nuisance,  the  committee  would  only 
inquire,  whether  such  evils  might  not  be  sooner  remedied,  were  the  town  to  as- 
sume the  charge  of  all  the  schoolhouses?    *    *    * 

Your  committee  regret  the  necessity  of  saying,  that,  of  those  who  ofifer  them- 
selves for  the  high  charge  of  teaching,  many  are  sadly  defective  in  the  requisite 
qualifications.  However  much  of  industry  and  devotion  they  may  bring  with 
them  to  the  work,  they  are  not  fit  to  teach.  They  say  this,  as  indicating  their 
views  of  the  course  which  their  successors  ought  to  pursue  in  approbating 
teachers.  Prudential  committees,  therefore,  will  understand,  that,  if  the  next 
superintending  committee  be  of  the  same  mind  with  the  present,  they  must 
employ  suitably  qualified  teachers,  or  expect  them  to  be  rejected.  Candidates 
for  the  ofSce  of  teacher,  will  also  be  reminded,  that,  to  cqfply,  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  evidence ybri^e  ^c**  of  fitness  for  the  charge,— nor  a  last  year's  certifi- 
cate be  a  passport  to  another. 

They  will  barely  suggest, — for  their  limits  will  hardly  permit  them  to  do 
more,~some  of  the  leading  qualifications  which  shoula'be  combined  in  a 
teacher.    A  good  degree  of  mental  disdplxne  is  of  the  first  importance.  "*    •    * 
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Tiiere  are  many,  who  have  sufficient  knowledge  to  teach,  while  they  have  no 
tact  or  power  to  communicate  instruction,  or  to  illustrate  a  branch  of  study. 
Their  own  minds  are  not  disciplined.  They  have  acquired  knowledge  enough, 
but  no  arrangement  of  ideas,  no  well  defined  principles  of  science.  A  good 
teacher  must  be  one,  who  thinks,  one  who  does  not  toil  merely  to  cultivate  the  - 
memories  of  his  pupils,  by  teaching  them  words  and  phrases,  but  who  will  teach 
them  to  think  and  reason, — to  get  ideas  as  well  as  facts ;  one  idea,  awakened 
in  the  mind  of  the  child,  is  worth  a  hundred  things  mechanically  worded  into 
the  memory,  and  this  is  not  done  by  the  book- bound  teacher,  who,  like  the  little 
crooked  thinss  amonj^  the  <*  points"  just  '<  asks  a  question ;"  but  is  done,  if  at  eJl, 
by  one,  who  has  disciplined  his  own  mind,  and  is  accustomed  to  Hdnk, 

A  man  may  teach  rudiments  of  fframmar,  and  the  rules  of  syntax  from  the 
book,  while  he  violates  both  in  half  the  sentences  which  he  utters.  *  ^  If 
he  be  a  man  who  thinks^  he  will  qteak  grammatically,  as  well  as  parse  gram- 
matically. And,  as  he  speaks  more  than  he  parses,  he  had  better  fail  m  the 
latter  than  in  the  former.  And,  if  he  cannot  do  both  decently,  he  should  not 
attempt  to  teach. 

Similar  remarks  might  be  made  respecting  other  branches ;  but  your  com- 
mittee will  name  only  one,  and  that  because  it  is  of  first  importance  in  the 
catalogue,  viz.  reading.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  there  are  so  few,  who  know 
how  to  read;  and  your  committee  greatly  fear  the  number  will  not  be  very 
rapidly  increased,  till  more  special  regard  be  had  to  their  qualification  in  the 
choice  of  teachers.  Reading  is  too  often  made  a  merely  mechanical  exercise. 
The  eye,  and  a  few  muscles  of  the  mouth,  mechanically  moved,  accomplish 
the  whole  work.  Sounds  are  uttered,  and  words,  and  syllables,  and  sentences, 
more  or  less  distinctly.  Beyond  this,  except  by  the  aid  of  a  vivid  imagination, 
we  discern  little.  The  thought,  the  very  soul  of  the  sentence  is  neither  appre- 
hended nor  represented  by  the  reader.  Hut  what  is  it  to  read  ?  it  is  not  to 
collect  letters  and  syllables ;  it  is  not  to  pronounce  words  and  sentences ;  but  it 
is  to  express  the  sense  of  tliese  sentences;  to  represent  the  thoughts  conveyed 
by  them  in  their  appropriate  colors.  It  is  to  convey  the  idea,  rather  than  the 
expressions;  the  sentiments,  rather  than  the  words.  To  do  this,  requires 
thought  The  reader  must  possess  himself  of  the  idea  to  be  represented,  and 
utter  it  as  his  own.  When  your  committee  consider,  how  the  habits  of  read- 
ing, formed  in  the  school-room,  will  fiisten  upon  the  learner  in  his  after-life ; 
and  how  deplorably  his  intelligence  may  be  dwarfed  by  a  habit  of  merely  me- 
chanical reading,  they  feel  impelled  to  speak  strongly ;  to  entreat  those  who 
hire,  not  to  employ,  and  those  who  would  be  employed,  not  to  offer  themselves 
as  teachers,  until  they  know  how  to  read. 

And,  with  these  qualifications,  a  teacher  should  understand  something  of  the 
ndnds  and  eharaders  of  children.  Mental  philosophy,  it  is  true,  is  not  a  distinct 
branch  to  be  taught  in  the  schools,  but  it  is  the  basis  of  all  judicious  and  suc- 
cessful teaching  m  all  the  branches.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact,  that  many  teachers 
instruct  as  if  the  minds  of  their  pupils,  especially  the  younger  portion  of  them, 
were  made  up  of  the  single  faculty  of  memory.  The  words  of  a  rule  in  arith- 
metic are  to  be  committed  to  memory ;  while  the  judgment  and  reason,  which. 
should  discern  its  meaning  and  relations,  is  left  to  sleep.  And,  when  the  task 
is  completed,  it  is  parroted  over  to  the  teacher.  They  have  no  skill  in  awaking 
and  calling  into  action,  the  reasoning  powers,  or  the  better  moral  feelings  of 
their  pupils.  They  know  too  little  of  the  human  mind  to  lead  it  to  apprehend 
the  principles  of  the  various  branches  of  study ;  and,  consequently,  when  difii- 
culties  occur  to  the  pupil,  their  only  resource  is  to  lift  him  over  them.  They 
help  the  pupil  through,  or  over,  an  example  under  a  given  rule,  leaving  the 
principle,  which  that  rule  involves,  unexamined,  and  the  difiiculties,  of  course, 
unremoved.  One  would  almost  imagine  they  were  aiming  to  do,  with  their 
pupils,  as  the  angel  did  with  Uabakkuk,  when  he  took  him  by  the  hair  of  his 
head,  and  transported  him,  in  an  instant,  from  Judea  to  Babylon.  But,  when 
the  astonished  pupil  is  thus  transported,  though  it  be  from  addition  to  cube- 
root,  or  from  etymology  to  the  last  line  of  the  immortal  *'  Essay  on  Man,"  he 
knows  little  of  the  process,  by  which  he  might  reach  these  points  again  without 
some  angel's  help.  A  little  knowledge  of  the  human  mind,  as  well  as  of  the 
science  taught,  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  would  lead  to  a  very  dififerent  and  a 
more  happy  result 
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A  like  koowledge  of  human  nature  is  essential  to  the  education  of  the  moralB, 

and  to  the  de[K>rtment  of  the  pupils.  For  the  want  of  it,  man^  a  child  has  had 
his  spirit  chafed,  his  temper  soured,  and  injury  done  to  his  disposition,  which 
no  knowledge  acquired  could  compensate  or  atone  for.  It  is  one  thin^  to 
govern  a  scholar,  and  quite  another  thing  to  lead  that  scholar  to  govern  him- 
self. It  is  one  thing  to  subdue  a  child  to  right  action  by  the  rule,  and  another 
thing,  by  a  little  address,  to  lead  him  to  choose  that  rignt  action.  The  former 
educates  his  bad  passions,  making  him  impatient  and  malicious ;  the  latter  edu- 
cates his  better  feelings,  in  aJl  that  is  lovely  and  of  good  report  The  latter 
alone  is  education,  in  its  only  appropriate  sense.    •    •    *     ^ 

A  teacher  should  posisess,  also,  a  high  font  of  moral  tennbUHy.  Your  commit- 
tee cannot  so  well  express  their  meaning  by  any  other  phrase  as  this.  They 
do  not  mean,  that  he,  to  whom  you  commit  the  eaucation  of  your  child,  should 
not  be  profane,  or  intemperate,  or  licentious.  It  is  not  enough,  that  he  be 
reputed  moral,  and  he  moral,  in  his  general  deportment  He  must  be  a  pat- 
tern of  tchat8oever  is  pure  and  lovely^  and  of  good  report ;  and  not  less  so  in  spietk, 
than  in  deportment  He  should  be  a  person  ot  spotless  ndnd,  with  a  tone  of 
moral  sensibility,  which  would  blush  at  the  thought  of  an  impure  or  indelicate 
allusion.  A  single  expression,  which  savors  of  indelicacy,  from  the  lips  of 
one  entrusted  with  this  high  charge,  may  sap  the  foundation  of  all  those  prin- 
ciples of  morality  and  virtue,  which,  with  fondest  anxiety,  you  have  nurtured 
as  the  ornament  and  the  hope  of  your  child.  Next  to  the  parent,  the  teacher 
has,  or  ought  to  have,  the  confidence  of  the  child ;  for  ne  tf,  for  the  time 
being,  in  loco  parentis ;  what  comes  from  his  lips,  therefore,  they  may  repeat, 
and  every  allusion  he  may  utter,  their  imaginations  may  freely  follow  out  As 
you  would  not,  then,  for  an  egg,  give  them  a  scorpion ;  nor,  for  a  fish,  a  ser- 

Eent,  give  them  not,  for  wholesome  instruction,  the  seeds  of  impurity  and  death. 
iCt  the  man,  or  the  woman,  to  whom  shall  be  entrusted  the  education  of  your 
children  in  the  school-room,  be  pure  above  the  suspicion,  above  the  thought, 
of  indelicacy.    •    *    • 

*  *  It  is  doubtless  better,  that  the  parent  should  sustain  the  teacher  in  a 
degree  of  injudiciousness,  in  mode  or  rigidness  of  discipline,  than  to  take  part 
with  the  retSellion  of  the  child ;  at  least,  till  he  has  had  time  to  advise  with  the 
teacher  on  the  subject  Better,  a  thousand-fold,  that  the  child  should  receive 
an  undue  punishment,  than  get  the  impression,  that  he  may  resist  the  authority 
of  the  school.    •    *    « 

In  some  of  our  schools,  the  past  year,  this  salutary  influence  of  parents  has 
been  very  manifest  But  there  is  yet  room  for  improvement  Let  parents 
visit  the  schools,  not  merely  at  the  close,  but  frequently ;  some  one  or  two, 
weekly,  if  possible ;  and  thus  show  both  teacher  and  pupils,  that  much  is  ex- 
pected ;  that  all  are  anxious  for  the  results ;  and  an  interest  will  be  waked  up 
m  our  schools  such  as  we  have  not  yet  seen.    •    *    • 

Your  committee  wish  to  suggest,  further,  that,  in  the  selection  of  teachers, 
and  the  commencement  of  schools,  there  should  be  more  cooperation  between 
the  prudential  and  superintending  committees  Teachers  should  be  examined 
at  least  one  month  before  the  schools  are  to  commence,  so  that,  if  not  approved, 
there  may  be  time  for  another  choice.  And  it  is  desirable,  that  the  prudential 
committees  should  be  present  at  such  examinationa    •    «    * 

c 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Charlks  B.  Kittrxdoe,  Adtxl  Uartst,  M.  M.  Fishi^. 


WEST  B  OYLSTON,     \  ''>  P'>P«ii««i»»;  »^-  v.i««tio»,  S^fiio so. 

'       C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  o. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  a^es  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  239— In  Winter,  909. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  166— In  Winter,  228. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  323. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggre^te  length  of  the  Schools,  22  mths.  1  day.— In  Summer,  11  9.— In  Winter,  10  20. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winlerw-M.  3— F.  2. 
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(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Malef ,  $fB  SS— To  Famalei,  J[1S  09« 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montlh— Of  Males,  ^8  f&— Of  Females,  $6  38. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $90  00— Of  Females,  gl  71. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^^* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  (    . 

(IS)  Mo.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .-—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 
Seholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.^— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  114.— Ag^fre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $21B. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         .—Income  from  same,  g 


ley's  History. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— Leonard  Tract,  Lxvi  Piercx. 

— —    ■ ' IT'  '"  "^_  I  »  -'  -■  -.- 

WESTMINSTER,    .     { <»>  Il'^f'Tp^'  /."T"?,'  "^^  ~" 

'  C        Number  of  Pubhc  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  403 — ^In  Winter,  501. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  302 — In  Winter,  361. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  466. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  32. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  46. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  55  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  27  7— In  Winter,  28  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^23  96— To  Females,  j[10  32. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $5  85.— Of  Females,  g^  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  teonth,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  jfl8  11— Of  Females,  g5  66. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j  1,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuef,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $45, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1^— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  25.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^285. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4^.- Average  No.  of  Scholars,  25.-^Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^36. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g       .—Income  from  same,  g 

Books  used.— iSjM//ty^g>— National.  Reading' — General  and  American  First  Class  Books, 
Easy  Lessons  and  Sequel.  Grammar— Pond's  Murray's.  GeorrapAv— Oiney's,  Smith's, 
MaUe-Brun's  and  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Colburn's,  Smith's,  Adams"  and  Emerson's.  AU  oth» 
er» — ^Bible,  Blake's  Astronomy,  Watts  on  the  Mind  and  Blake's  Philosophy. 

Rehark. — ^The  number  of  Private  Schools  is  not  given. 

Selections  feom  Repoet.  *  *  Your  committee  find  occasion  for  con- 
gratulation and  encouragement,  as  well  as  continued  effort  in  behalf  of  our 
Uoromon  Schools.    ♦    •    * 

Much  higher  qualifications  are  now  required  of  teachers  than  formerly,  and 
it  has,  in  some  instances,  been  the  painful  duty  of  the  committee,  to  reject 
those  whom  we  would  gladly  recommend.  We  have  ielt  our  situation,  in  this 
respect,  to  be  delicate  and  highly  responsible,  and  while  we  would  regard  with 
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tendeneM,  the  feelings  of  the  candidate,  we  are  bound  to  resard,  as  of  para- 
mount importance,  the  good  of  a  whole  district  It  is  extremely  desirable,  that 
no  teacher  should,  on  any  account,  commence  his  school  until  examined ;  and 
that  the  teacher  should  be  presented  for  examination  long  enough  beforehand, 
to  afibrd  time  for  securing  another,  in  case  the  first  should  fidl  of  obtaining  a 
recommendation. 

The  committee  have  been  uniformly  impressed  with  the  absolute  necessity 
of  good  order  in  schools,  and  we  fear  that  the  present  tendency  is  downward, 
in  this  respect,  to  a  very  great  extent ;  not  that  we  think  schools  are  more  im- 
perfectly governed  now  than  fermerly,  but  that  the  government  has  become 
more  difficult  When  we  consider  that  the  foundation  of  social  order  and  sub- 
ordination, and  even  of  civil  government,  is  laid  in  the  communities  where  our 
children  meet  to  form  their  habits  and  views,  too  much  attention  cannot  be 
paid  to  the  best  regulation  of  the  schools.  Parents  and  others,  who  are  imme- 
diately interested,  should  often  visit  them,  and  countenance  and  aid  the  teacher 
in  the  support  of  pood  government  It  will  be  of  baneful  and  destructive  ten- 
dency, to  have  children  and  youth  understand,  that  they  will  be  sustained  in 
disorderly  conduct  The  whole  influence  of  the  district  should  be  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  good  order  and  salutary  restraints. 

We  are  happy  to  state,  that  attention  has  been  paid  to  some  extent,  to  the 
improvement  of  the  schoolhouses.  The  one  in  district  No.  5  has  undergone  a 
thorough  repair,  and  been  furnished  with  a  ventilator,  A  new  and  commodi- 
ous house  has  been  erected  in  'district  No.  1,  for  the  small  scholars,  and  it  is 
with  no  small  satisfection,  that  we  have  witnessed  their  better  accommodation, 
and  consequent  proficiency  and  delight  in  attending  school.  We  believe  that 
the  children  of  some  other  districts  would  not  complain,  were  their  houses  ren- 
dered more  comfortable.    *    •    * 

Your  committee  would  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  school 
apparatus.'  ,  There  are  studies  which  cannot  well  be  pursued  without  some  ap- 
propriate apparatus,  to  explain  and  illustrate.  A  few  articles,  such  as  a  small, 
cheap  globe,  cubic  blocks,  a  black-board,  and  perhaps  a  small  orrery,  should  be 
found  in  every  school  The  cost  of  them  would  be  trifling,  and  the  benefit 
would  more  than  compensate  for  the  expense,  in  one  year.  For  want  of  them, 
the  young  scholar  must  labor  days  and  weeks,  in  painful  obscurity  and  dark- 
ness of  apprehension,  when  the  whole  might  be  cleared  up  in  a  few  hours  or 
minutes,  by  the  help  of  a  suitable  apparatus,  and  the  bright  eye  and  siniliog 
face  woulcl  show  how  much  satisfaction  had  been  felt  by  the  child,  while  the 
darkness  was  passing  away  from  his  mind.    *    *    * 

In  conclusion,  we  cannot  forbear  inviting  your  attention  to  the  vital  impor- 
tance of  having  a  good  moral  and  religious  influence  exerted,  in  all  our  schools. 
This  is  the  great  secret  of  the  noble  and  successful  system  of  education,  adopt- 
ed in  Prussia.  The  Bible  sheds  its  benign  radiance  over  all  their  schools.  We 
desire  not  the  inculcation  of  any  sectarian  views,  nor  any  labored  instruction  in 
a  system  of  theology.  But  the  influence  of  Christianity  should  be  felt  in  every 
school-room.  It  would  be  seen  and  known,  that  we  are  not  a  nation  of  heath- 
en. Our  religion  is,  above  all  other  things,  adapted  to  the  development  of  the 
human  faculties,  to  elevate  and  strengthen  the  powers  of  mind,  and  give  it  the 
wisest  and  best  possible  direction.  It  is  favorable  to  all  good  ornament,  to 
science,  the  arts  of  invention,  to  liberty,  public  economy,  patriotic  feeling,  and 
whatever  concerns  the  well  being  of  men  and  nations. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Cyrus  Mann,  Charles  Hudson,  Flavkl  Cutting. 


WINCHEND  ON,         .       \  <''  |P»Pf' »-.  |.8<K-  /"'-alion,  »329^  75. 

'  c       Number  of  Public  Schools,  11. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  Ihe  Schools—In  Summer,  419— In  Winter,  538. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  296— In  Winter,  411. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  IG  years  of  age  in  the  town,  422. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  89.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  169. 
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(5)  Aggregate  len^  of  the  School,  47  mths.  12  day8^-*-Io  Summery  26*-^In  Winter,  SI  12« 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  SummeF-^.   -*F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  S. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $96  69-^To  Females,  $1 1  66. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $S  48— Of  Females,  $5  63. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $W  22— Of  Females,  $6  03. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $      . 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  95.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ;g[392. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  uskd. — Speliinff — Lee*s.  Reading — Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  American  First 
Class  Book,  Sullivan's  Political  Class  Book,  Mount  Vernon  Reader,  Juvenile  Lessons.  Gram- 
mar— Smith's.  Geoff raphy-~Sm\ih^s  and  Peter  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Colburn's,  Adams'  New. 
All  others — Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 

Remark. — ^The  number,  over  16  years  of  age,  returned  as  attending  the 
schools,  seems  improbably  large,  but  the  face  of  the  return  allows  no  room  fo^ 
doubt. 

Sei«ections  from  Report.  *  *  While  we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  make 
80  favorable  a  report,  there  are  very  considerable  hindrances  in  the  way  of  the 
attainable  success  of  our  Common  Schools.  The  time  of  school-keeping  is 
quite  too  short.  In  one  district,  the  winter  school  was  but  little  more  than  a 
month,  and  generally,  but  about  two  months.  The  summer  schools  are  about 
as  long.  Now,  instead  of  wondering  that  our  schools  accomplish  no  more,  we 
have  reason  to  wonder  that  they  accomplish  so  much.  It  is  exceedingly  de- 
sirable, that  the  summer  and  winter  schools  should  continue  one  half  the 
year.    *    •    • 

The  seats,  in  some  of  the  schoolhouses,  are  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable, 
especially  for  small  children.  They  are  required  to  sit,  and  to  sit  still,  on  seats 
where  they  have  no  place  to  rest  their  feet  Any  one,  by  trying  it,  would  find 
such  a  seat  very  uncomfortable.  Some  further  attention  to  the  internal  con- 
struction find  comfortableness  of  the  schoolhouses,  is  deemed  quite  important. 
The  new  houses,  recently  built  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  are  well  construct- 
ed, and  the  seats  very  easy  and  convenient  Every  thing,  in  and  about  the 
schoolhouse,  should  be  neat  and  pleasant  It  is  very  important  to  please  the 
eye  of  children,  and  that  all  the  associations  of  the  school -room  should  be  agree- 
able. Everything  uncomfortable,  slovenly,  gloomy,  or  prison-like,  in  the  school- 
house,  will  have  a  disastrous  influence  upon  the  improvement  of  the  child.  *  * 

The  committee  would  suggest  to  the  town,  the  importance  of  establishing  a 
school  of  a  higher  character  than  our  district  schools,  and  equal  to  what  is  re- 
quired of  towns  containing  five  hundred  families,  to  be  sustained  at  least  one 
fourth  part  of  the  year.  One  important  object  of  such  a  school  would  be,  to 
give  the  older  and  more  advanced  scholars,  in  the  several  schools,  an  opportu* 
nity  of  piursuing  their  studies  somewhat  further  than  they  can  now,  without 
the  expense  and  trouble  of  going  abroad.  The  expense  of  such  a  school, 
namely,  the  wages  of  the  teacher,  fuel,  &c.,  might  easily  be  borne  by  the  town, 
giving  each  district  an  equal  privilege  of  sending  a  number  of  scholars,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  scholars  in  the  district  Thus  fifty  of  the  older  schol- 
ars mi^ht,  one  quarter  of  the  year,  have  the  means  of  improvement  in  their 
education,  gratis. 

A  school  of  this  kind,  well  sustained,  would  be  very  creditable  to  the  town, 
might  aid  in  furnishing  an  adequate  number  of  teachers  for  the  schools,  and  be 
in  other  respects  of  great  and  permanent  utility  to  it    *    •    * 

The  committee  would  recommend  to  the  several  districts,  to  provide  their 
schools  with  maps  and  globes,  if  no  other  apparatus  can  be  afforded.  For  ex- 
ample, a  good  map  of  the  United  States,  and  a  map  of  the  world,  hung  up  in 
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tho  sehool-rooiii,  would  graady  aid  the  acholani  in  the  study  of  geomphy,  and 
be  very  uaeful  to  the  whole  BchooL  A  small  globe  would  also  be  of  ffreat  use, 
in  giving  the  school  a  correct  idea  of  the  figure  and  motion  of  the  earth.  Some 
■choola  are  furnished  with  miniature  representations  of  the  solar  system.  Ten 
dollars  would  procure  a  valuable  school  apparatus.  Probabljr  a  school  thus 
furnished  wofild,  in  one  term,  with  a  competent  teacher,  obtam  more  correct 
knowledge  of  geography,  and  some  other  branches  of  useful  knowledge,  than 
they  would  in  twice  the  time,  without  such  aids.  It  is  found  the  truest  econo- 
my, by  those  who  have  tried  it,  thus  to  furnish  our  schools.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  CbMlflTTEEw— Elisha  Murdogx,  Luthxb  Ricbabdsoh. 


WORCESTER,     .    .     I  <*>  JSllT/Sili  aSSf* '*'*"'^  "* 

(2)  No.  of  Scbolara  of  all  ages  Id  all  tbe  Sehoola— In  Summer,  l^KM— In  Winter,  1,488. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  School*— In  Summer,  1,071— In  Winter,  1,169. 

(4)  No.  of  personn  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,900.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  113.— No.  6ver  16  years  of  age  who  aUend  School,  87. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  249  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  126  6— In  Winter,  124  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  4— F.  26.— No.  of  Teaehers  in  Wmtei^M.  16— F.  17. 

(7)  Arerago  wages  paid  per  month,  including  boardf— To  Males,  538  65— To  Females,  5 14  03. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5 10  66— Of  Females,  gl  16. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  j27  89— Of  Females,  $6  88. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  jj^lJSOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  l>oard  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Publie  Schools,  5^  ^' 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11  —Average  number  of 

Scholars,  70.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $\,^1S. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoo 

Schools,  7. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  83.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  128.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $\,S99, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Punds^  $         . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — Franklin  Primer,  Gallaudet's  Picture  and  Defining  Book,  Lee's 
Spelling  Book,  Emerson's  National  do.  Reading-^Bible,  Testament,  Youne  Ladv's  Class 
Book,  Porter's  Analysis,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Mount  Vernon  Reader  for  Middle  Clas- 
ses, Pierpont's  Introduction  to  the  National  Reader,  Improved  Reader,  Lcavitt's  Easy  Lessons, 
Qallaudet's  Book  on  tbe  Soul— Parts  1  and  2.  ^^rammar^^Alcer's  and  Murray's  large  and 
small  and  Exorcises.  Geography — Worcester's,  Smiley's,  Field's,  Peter  Parley's.  Arithme- 
lie— Colbum's  First  Lessons,  Adams',  Smith's,  Colburn's  Algebra,  Grund's  Geometrv.  All 
0l/i^t— Parker's  Progressive  Exercises  in  English  Composition,  Ga^''s  Astronomy  and  Keith 
on  the  Globes  (abridged),  Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy,  Conversations  on  Chemistry,  Blair's 
Rhetoric,  Wayland's  Moral  Science,  Swift's  Philosophy,  *'  and  a  variety  of  others." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  school  contains  niany  good  scholars 
and  a  fair  proportion  of  talent ;  but,  as  a  whole,  it  is  backward,  |ind  of  a  char- 
acter inferior  to  many  of  our  other  schools.  The  causes  of  Uiis  are  obvious, 
and  ought  to  be  remedied  without  delay.  One  cause  is,  the  too  limited  time  for 
which  it  is  continued,  each  year.  The  district  is  small  ;^-the  amount  of  money, 
received  from  the  town,  is  sufficient  for  only  one  half,  or  two  thirds  of  the 
usuid  time  of  keeping  schools ;  and  the  district,  so  far  from  adding  to  this  small 
sum,  by  subscription,  as  some  other  districts  do,  applied  six  dollars  of  it,  tbe 
last  season,  to  the  purchase  of  fuel.  A  school  for  six  or  eight  weeks  only,  in 
the  winter,  is  hardly  worth  the  trouble  of  opening.  But  another  cause,  of  most 
decisive  influence,  is  the  miserable  state  of  the  Bchoolhouse.  It  is  about  thirty 
years  old ;  much  too  small ;  ventilated  only  by  cracks  in  the  windows  and 
doors,  and  badly  warmed,  and  tbe  desks  most  uncomfortably  arranged.  All 
literary  improvement,  in  such  a  place,  is  utterly  hopeless.  *  *  A  principal 
cause  of  the  superiority  of  these  schools  is  found  in  the  accommodations,  pro- 
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vided  for  both  teachers  and  scholans.  There  is  a  cornibrtable  and  tolerably 
well  arranged  schoolhouse ; — ^though,  even  here,  the  desks  are  objectionable, 
being  made  to  contain  three  or  four  individuals.    *    *    ^ 

*  *  In  this  schoolhouse,  as  in  that  of  No.  6,  the  children  are  placed  oh 
stools,  without  backs,  or  any  resting  parts,  and  required  to  sit  up,  for  more 
than  an  hoiir  at  a  time,  by  a  mere  exertion  of  muscular  power.  In  the  forcible 
language  of  one  of  the  visiting  committee,  <<  these  are  stools  o/toriure,  and  the 
uneasiness,  which  the  position  creates,  is  so  great,  that  nothing,  but  the  fear  of 
greater  bodilv  suffering,  will  keep  small  scholars  still,  u|K>n  them."  Your 
committee  fully  concur  in  the  remark  of  the  same  gentleman,  ^  that  these  dis- 
tricts ought  never  to  open  these  houses  again  for  another  school,  until  they  are 
refitted  m  a  proper  manner."  It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  committee,  to 
make  each  school,  in  every  district,  a  spbject  of  more  extended  remark ;  but 
this  would  enlarge  the  report  so  fiir  as  to  weary  the  patience  of  the  town. 
The  branches,  generally  taught  in  these  schools,  are  orthography,  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geoffraphy,  composition ;  in  some  of  them,  the 
elements  of  history,  and  natural  pnilosophy.  The  utility  of  introducing  these 
two  last  into  our  Common  Schools,  may  well  be  doubted ;  at  least,  while  these 
sehools  are  prolonged  but  ten  or  eleven  weeks;  it  is  but4ittle  more  than  a  show 
of  knowledge,  which  can  be  here  imparted,  in  addition  to  the  other  numerous 
and  more  useful  branches,  to  which  the  attention  of  youth  is  first  directed. 

In  district  No.  5,  a  class  of  ten  or  twelve  children,  between  the  ages  of  eight 
and  twelve  years,  appeared  at  an  examination,  who  recited,  before  they  sat 
down,  in  grammar,  arithmetic,  geography,  mental  philosophy,  natural  philoso- 
phy, history  and  chemistry.  Their  daily  exercises  embraced  also  reading, 
wridng  and  spelling.  The  absurdity  of  crowding  so  many  studies,  at  once, 
upon  suck  minds,  or  upon  amf  winds,  and,  in  a  school  of  fifty  scholars,  from  four 
years  old  to  twenty-one,  which  is  kept  only  ten  weeks,  is  too  obvious  to  need 
comment.  It  was  done,  as  the  master  said,  against  his  own  judgment,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  wishes  of  parents. 

Your  committee  are  intbrmed,  that  there  are,  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
and  former  boards  of  selectmen,  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  received 
from  the  State  school  fund,  which,  by  law,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  town'  to  appro»- 
priate  for  the  benefit  of  schools.  Though  not,  perhaps,  strictly  within  their 
province,  they  venture  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  taking  immediate  measures 
for  making  a  judicious  application  of  this  money,  and  all  sums,  hereafter  to  be 
realized,  to  their  legitimate  objects.  They  may  enable  the  several  districts  to 
procure,  in  a  fevf  years,  a  valuable  library  for  the  elder  members  of  then* 
schools,  and  for  those,  whose  school  eiducation  has  been  finished,  comprising, 
if  approved  of,  all  the  publications  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  such  other 
books,  or  such  difierent  books,  as  may  be  desirable.    *    *    * 

hi  conclusion,  your  committee  have  pleasure  in  being  able  to  congratulate 
the  town,  and  their  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  community,  upon  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  our  system  of  popular  education.  •  •  If  the  town  will 
continue  its  fostering  care,  and  shall  place  over  it,  committees  of  able,  impar- 
tial, devoted  uwrking  men,  selected  with  exclusive  regard  to  their  fitness,  and 
not  in  reference  to  their  political  relations,  your  committee  believe  it  will  soon 
attain  a  degree  of  perfection,  honorable  to  the  town,  and  gratifying  to  our  com- 
mon country.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEC— Samuel  M.  Burnsidb,  Thomas  Ki51cicutt,  Elam  Smal- 
LiT,  Skth  Sweetser,  Maturin  L.  Fisher,  Edwim  Comant,  John  Wrioht,  A.  D. 
Poster,  Albert  Tolmar. 
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AT[/rTT7?T>^'T  .  (1)  Popotetioii,  «,60t.    Valoation,  »458^  75. 

^lUnjiiXtt^X,^   ....       J       Number  of  Public  Sehooli,  11. 

(2)  No.  of  Sebolan  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  499— In  Winter,  583. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  310— In  Winter,  410. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  723.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29. 
W  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  71  mths.  6  days.— In  Summer,  38— In  Winter,  33  6. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  f  24  60— To  Females,  $19  26. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  moathr-Of  Males,  $S  57— Of  Females,  $6  63. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  515  93— Of  Females,  $6  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $\^tOO, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $9$  67. 

(12)  *No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  8&— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $l^3S0. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  9.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  26j|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  216.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  Jf488  20. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— fi|pe//tfi^— Webster's,  Emerson's  National,  Worcester's  Primer.  Reading— 
Child's  Guide,  Youug  Reader,  Analytical  Reader,  Putnam's  Sequel,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Read- 
er and  the-Bible,  Angell's  Union  Series  No.  2,  Political  Reader.  Orammar — Smith's.  Qtqg- 
ropAy— Olney's,  Peter  Parley's.    Ariihrnetic—Emenoa'a  1st  Part,  Smith's'  and  Colburn's. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  A  result  of  their  visits,  in  the  minds  of 
the  committee,  has  been  to  discover  many  pleasing  indications  of  improvement 
in  some  of  the  schools,  and  encouraging  tokens  of  increased  interest  on  the 
part  of  parents,  in  elevating  the  character  of  those  schools ;  likewise  to  discover 
some  prominent  obstacles  to  improvement  in  others,  and  some  causes  of  their 
relative  deficiencies,  to  which  they  will  call  your  attention  in  this  report 

A  result  of  these  visits  to  the  schools  themselves,  your  committee  are  grati- 
fied to  state,  has  been,  in  many  instances,  that  the  suggestions  made  at  such 
times  have  been  kindly  received,  both  by  the  teachers  and  the  pupils,  and  prac- 
tically adopted,  ultimately  resulting  in  their  evident  improvement,  in  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  suggestions. 

*  *  And,  in  this  connection,  we  would  express  to  all  concerned  in  the  em- 
ployment of  teachers,  the  hope  that  they  will  not  send  before  the  committee 
lor  their  approval,  during  the  coming  year,  any  one  who  does  not  bring  with 
him  satisfactory  credentials  of  his  fitness  for  that  employment 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  one,  who  offers  himself  for  employment  as  a  teacher, 
to  furnish  himself  with,  at  least,  certificates  of  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
branches  to  be  taught,  as  well  as  of  his  moral  character,  J^orthand;  and  if  the 
prud^itial  committees  would  be  cautious  in  bringing  such,  and  only  such,  be- 
fore the  examining  committee,  the  latter  would  be  saved  from  two  great  evils ; 
they  would  neither  be  obliged  to  stretch  their  consciences,  in  sanctioning  the 
employment  of  a  man  of  vvhose  actual  fitness  they  had  a  doubt,  nor  would  they 
be  driven  to  the  unpleasant  necessity  of  refusing  to  sanction,  where  an  engage- 
ment, entire  or  partial,  has  been  made  previous  to  the  examination. 

While  your  committee  have  been  gratified  in  the  evidence  of  improvement, 
which  has  appeared  in  some  of  the  closing  examinations,  they  have  in  others 
been  disappomted ;  and  they  regret  to  state,  that  there  are,  in  their  view,  still 
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existing,  some  obstacles  to  the  improvement  of  sehoois,  which  can  and  should 
be  removed. 

L  The  first  of  such,  which  they  would  designate,  is  the  dilapidated  condi- 
tion, 88  well  as  ill  construction,  of  several  of  the  schoolhouses.      i 

Frona  their  own  observation,  as  well  as  from  the  testimony  of  hundreds, 
which  is  given  in  the  Abstract  of  the  Massachusetts  School  Returns,  throughout 
the  State,  they  are  prepared  to  urge  it  upon  your  attention  in  this  report,  as  a 
matter  of  the  highest  importance,  to  the  interests  of  our  Public  Schools,  that 
our  schoolhouses  should  be  rendered  more  commodious,  convenient,  and  pleas- 
ant to  the  scholars.  That  they  should  be  more  commodious,  is  essential  to  the 
health,  and  consequently  the  mental  activity  of  the  scholars.  Some  of  our 
school-rooms  are  small,  low,  and  crpwded ;  heated  with  stoves,  and  imperfectly 
ventilated,  and  an  unavoidable  consequence  is,  that  the  teachers,  as  well  as  the 
scholars,  sufi^r  from  the  efiects  of  the  impure  and  injurious  air,  are  languid, 
and  actually  unable  to  attend  profitably  to  the  exercises  of  the  schools. 

That  they  should  be  more  eorwawmi^  is,  in  their  view,  essential  likewise  to 
the  good  government  of  the  schools,  to  their  most  profitable  arrangement  of 
classes,  recitations,  &C.,  as  well  as  to  obviate  the  noise  and  confusion  which  is 
now,  to  a  lamentable  extent,  a  prolific  occasion  of  the  waste  of  time  and  money. 
That  they  should  be  more  pleasani,  better  finished  and  better  furnished 
rooms,  appear  to  your  committee  to  be  demanded,  by  considerations  of  econo- 
my, as  well  as  the  comfort  and  contentedness  of  the  scholar.  For  it  is  the 
result  of  the  experience  of  teachers,  who  have  made  suggestions  with  reference 
to  the  construction  of  school-rooms,  that  a  room  thoroughly  finished  and  pleas- 
antly furnished,  will  be  preserved  with  care,  and  a  pride  of  neatness,  upon  the 
pan  of  the  scholars,  when  uncomfortable  desks  and  seats,  as  well  as  dangling 
clapboards,  and  dingy  and  broken  walls,  will  fall  before  jackknives,  which  are 
always  thirsty  for  the  havoc.    •    •    * 

2.  A  second,  and  a  grievous  obstacle,  to  the  improvement  of  some  of  the 
schools,  which  the  committee  would  designate,  is  the  irregular  attendance  of 
the  scholars.    *    ^    * 

3b  A  third  evil,  to  which  vour  committee  would  make  a  brief  allusion,  is  the 
interference  of  parents,  in  the  government  of  schools.  The  tendencies  of  such 
interference,  are  too  manifestly  injurious  to  justify  our  dwelling  upon  them,  in 
this  report.  The  right  of  such  interference,  is  a  matter,  likewise,  which  will 
not  be  questioned,  when  we  remember  that  in  *  all  our  democratic  institutions, 
we  cede  to  our  executive  officers  the  ri^ht  to  govern,  during  the  term  of  office, 
which  necessarilv  implies  a  confidence  m  their  ability  to  govern  justly;  and  the 
remedy  for  a  bad  administration,  lies  in  the  removal  of  the  officer,  and  not  in 
resisting  his  executive  acts.  If  it  is  necessary  that  a  father  should  govern  his 
own  femily,  it  is  likewise  necessary  that  a  teacher  should  govern  his  own 
school ;  hence,  parents  should  be  studiously  cautious  not  to  weaken,  in  any 
way,  the  authority  of  the  teacher,  where  such  authority  is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve good  regulations  in  school,  and  secure  diligent  and  respectful  attention  to 
all  its  necessary  exercises. 

4.  The  last  point  your  committee  would  urge  upon  vour  attention,  in  this  re- 
port, is  the  neglect  of  parents  to  visit  frequently,  and  encourage,  the  schools, 
by  acquainting  themselves  with  the  progress  of  the  scholars,  from  time  to  time, 
and  interesting  themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power,  to  secure  the  profitable  im- 
provement of  the  privileges  allowed  their  children,  a  neglect  which  is  abso- 
lutely unpardonable,  considering  the  importance  of  the  work  entrusted  to  the 
teacher. 

We  conclude  with  expressing  the  hope,  that  the  interest  hitherto  excited  in 
the  improvement  of  our  Public  Schools,  may  not  decline,  but  increase,  and 
through  the  diligence  of  those  to  whom  you  entrust  the  important  duties  of 
their  supervision,  and  the  determination  of  the  citizens  to  elevate  their  charac- 
ter, and  increase  the  facilities  for  the  education  of  their  children,  the  schools 
may  become  what  they  should  be,  the  grateful  and  pleasant  home  of  the  child, 
and  the  pride  o:  this  enlightened  cominunity.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— 1th AMAR  Comkey,  Natiias  Perkiks,  Gko.  Cooke,  Gid- 
Eoiv  Dasa,  8.  C.  Carter. 
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BELCHERTOWN,  .     ^''^Sfri'S  J^^!?:'^^''"- 

(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Sumner,  486— lo  Wtnler,  711. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  427—- In  Winter,  460. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  799.^ — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  54. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  81  mths.— In  Summer,  41 14— In  Winter,  39  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^M.   — F.  14.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.  5.      j 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Hales,  522  36— To  Females,  ^12  13. ! 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  {6  28— Of  Females,  $\  90. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^16  07— Of  Females,  57  23. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  S\^fXi, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^00. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  36.^ — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5^60. 

( 13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies.  Private  Schoob,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  60.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 100. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  5 

Books  usbd.- £l^//titf^^B.  D.  Emerson's  and  Webster's.  ISeoi/tirgv-.Porter's  Rhetorical 
Reader,  Intellectual  Reader,  Child's  Guide,  Easy  Lessons,  Bible  and  Testament.  Grammar- 
Smith's  Productive.    Geo^apAy^Oloey's,  Peter  Parley's.    ^riAbmetic-A dams',  Colbarn's. 


Remark^ — The  committee  cannot  vouch  for  the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  re- 
turns, in  regard  to  thf  numher  of  scholars  in  the  schools,  and  the  average  at- 
tendance, as  the  Registers  for  1839-40  were  not  received  until  some  of  the 
schools  had  commenced. 

ScLECTioirs  FROM  Report.  *  *  The  general  aspect  of  our  schools  is  im- 
proving. They  are,  as  a  whole,  better  managed;  more  care,  diligence  and 
competency  in  teachers,  are  found,  than  existed  in  past  years,  and  more  pro- 
ficiency in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  than  has  heretofore  characterized  our 
schools. 

Defects.  A  want  of  that  order  and  discipline,  in  some  of  our  schools,  which 
18  indispensable  to  their  highest  improvement  Some  of  this  is  clearly  trace- 
able to  the  conduct  of  parents.  When  a  pupil  is  punished  at  school  for  im- 
proper conduct,  the  first  edition  of  the  publication,  that  comes  to  the  parent's 
notice,  is  from  the  pupil,  and  is  too  often  imperfedy  gwrhUd  and  untrue ;  yet  it 
fixes  the  dislike  of  the  parent  upon  the  teacher,  and  this  is  expressed  to  the 
pupil,  and  in  his  hearing,  and  fatally  bars  all  further  benefit  which  that  teacher 
can  be  to  that  pupil ;  and  often  the  dislike  is  expressed  to  others.  An  opposi- 
tion to  the  teacher  follows,  and  the  utility  of  the  school  is  destroyed.  It  is  too 
oflen  the  case,  that  the  time  and  money,  mtended  and  appropriated  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  school  for  months,  are  almost  entirely  lost  by  the  ill-judged  conduct  of 
parents  in  this  particular, — and  it  proves,  ^nerally,  a  great  mischief  to  the  pu- 
pil, in  his  future  years,  by  not  only  deprivmg  him  of  the  benefits  of  the  school, 
but  justifying  him  in  an  improper  course  of  conduct,  which  he  feels  that  he  can 
take,  with  parental  approval,  in  other  matters.  Strict  discipline  in  school  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  its  success.  Experience  in  teachers  is  all  important. 
Some  who  undertake  to  teach,  that  bear  a  sood  examination  in  the  sciences, 
entirely  fail  of  success  for  the  want  of  practical  knowledge  in  the  management 
of  the  school.    •    *    * 

Some  of  our  schools  are  too  large ;  forty  is  enough  for  one  teacher;  and  even 
a  less  number  would  improve  more,  than  a  number  so  large  as  that.  Alore 
than  forty,  we  think,  ought  not^o  be  together  in  the  same  room.  More  than 
one  teacher  to  the  same  room  is  not  profitable. 

Too  little  attention  is  paid  to  tpeUing  in  our  scboola  This  should  be  made 
a  part  of  the  daily  exercise.    We  are  happy  to  say,  that  we  believe  an  improve- 
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meiit  is  goiBff  on  in  this  respeet  Committeos,  fyr  a  few  years  last  past,  have 
been  particuur  in  their  directions  on  this  point,  and  we  believe  this  is  now, 
generally,  a  daily  exercise. 

In  reelamg,  we  find  a  hurried^  indiatind  enunciation  to  be  a  general  fiuilt  This 
fault  is,  of  course,  connected  with  little  observance  as  to  pronunciation  and  the 
right  pitch  of  voice.  The  pupil  should  be  taught  to  speak  audibly,  distinctly,  ? 
and  with  such  moderation,  tnat  every  word  may  be  heard,  and  hold  its  appro- 
priate  place  in  the  sentence.  The  pupil  should  understand  what  he  reads.  To 
effect  tins,  it  may  be  well  that  the  teacher  inquire  of  the  pupil,  when  a  sen- 
tence is  read,  what  he  has  been  reading,  and  the  answer  should  be  given  with- 
out reference  to  the  book.  This  tends  to  create  a  desire,  in  the  pupil,  to  under- 
stand what  he  reads,  and  no  pupil  will  improve  much,  unless  he/eeb  that  he  is 
improving. 

In  aritknuiiej  accuracy  is  every  thinff,  in  both  theory  and  practice.  Here, 
again,  there  is  too  much  disposition  to  hurry  on  in  the  book ; — the  pupil  wishes 
to  advance  faster  in  pages  than  he  does  in  knowledge.  We  would  recommend, 
that  the  foundation  rules  be  well  learned  and  understood  before  the  pupil  goes 
to  the  higher  parts  of  the  science.  So  far  as  can  be,  this  science  should  be 
learned  practically.  While  the  rules  are  in  the  course  of  being  learned,  let 
them  be  pradteaOy  appiitdL 

Grammar,  In  this  science,  the  aim  should  be,  to  learn  the  philosophy  of  lan- 
guage. *  *  Want  of  accuracy,  in  the  meaning  ofvwrds^  is  a  great  defect  in 
our  schools.  Scholars  should  be  tau|;ht  to  define  words;  it  is  one  of  the  best 
exercises  for  the  mind  that  can  be  mtroduced.  We  believe  that  teachers  are 
oflen  deficient  ih  this  respect  , 

Gtt^raphy  is  a  science  requiring  the  exercise  of  memory.  When  this  is 
taught  by  the  aid  of  maps  and  globes  and  charts,  other  faculties  are  brought  to 
aid  the  memory,  and  are  a  great  assistance.  We  would  suggest  to  the  town 
more  attention  to  the  supply  of  these  aids.  This  science  IH  intimately  connected 
with  chronology  and  history,  all  of  which  very  much  depend  on  accfiracy  in  the 
acquisition,  and  care  in  retaining  the  knowledge,  we  have  of  either.    *   *   * 

Within  tlie  last  three  years,  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  our 
schoolhouse&  In  ^ve  of  our  districts,  it  is  believed,  that  entire  new  houses  have 
been  built  in  that  time  and  others  repaired,  so  that  it  may  be  said  now,  gener- 
ally, they  are  in  pretty  good  repair  and  convenient.  No.  18,  however,  has  no 
house ;  No.  10  needs  a  new'one,  and  Nos.  3  and  4  heed  to  be  new  modeled 
and  repaired. 

In  some  cases,  teachers  have  begun  their  schools  before  they  were  examined 
as  to  their  qualifications.  The  duty  of  the  committee  and  of  the  teacher  is 
made  peremptory,  on  this  point,  by  the  law.  The  examination  and  certificate 
must  be  had  before  the  school  is  commenced,  and  the  propriety  of  this  provis- 
ion of  the  law  must  be  obvious  to  every  one.  •  •  We  are  aware,  that,  with 
some  among  us,  a  feeling  has  prevailed  that  the  law,  requiring  a  careful  exam- 
ination of  teachers  and  frequent  visitation  of  schools,  and  such  other  labors  as 
are  imposed  on  committees,  are  of  little  profit,  and  require  a  labor  and  expense, 
for  which  there  is  no  adequate  remuneration.  But  your  committee  unanimously 
think  otherwise.  From  actual  experience  and  observation  we  know,  that  our 
schools  have  much  improved  under  this  system.  Teachers  become  better  qual- 
ified and  the  standard  of  education  more  elevated.  This  system  tends  to  draw 
the  attention  of  a  class  of  men  to  our  schools,  which,  before,  was,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, withdrawn  from  them,  because  so  little  was  done  in  our  district  schools 
to  any  good  purpose.  In  almost  every  town  a  class  of  men  was  found,  who 
educated  their  children  in  select  schools.  They,  of  course,  would  have  little  to 
do  with  Public  Schools,  and  these  were  oflen  of  the  number  that  had  accurate 
views  of  what  schools  should  be,  and  withdrew  from  the  district  schools  be- 
cause of  the  inadequacy  of  teachers,  and  the  low  standard  of  education  in  them. 
Withdraw  from  your  Public  Schools  the  character  of  respectability,  and  you 
withdraw  from  them  their  vital  efficac^^.  To  make  your  schools  what  they 
should  be,  it  is  necessary  to  bring  to  their  aid  the  wisdom,  knowledge,  experi- 
ence, the  labors  and  efforts  of  the  whole  people.  The  wisest  and  most  experi- 
enced will  find  ample  room  for  all  their  powers  in  the  work. 

As  to  the  morals  and  manners  of  the  scholars,  the  committee  think  that  these 
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■hdnld  leoeive  the  ■pecial  attention  of  the  teacheiB,  and  bad  habita  ahoold  be 
corrected,  whether  it  be  in  language  or  deportment  We  would  recommend 
that  prayer  be  daily  offered  b/the  teacher  before  their  achoolo.  Early  impree- 
•ions  are  abiding,  and,  if  wrong,  great  effort  is  necessary  for  their  correction, 
and  even  that  is  often  unawling.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  OOMBIITTEE.^Mark  Doolittli,  Wm.  Gordov,  Jared  Rxid,  Obo.  A. 
Orcutt. 


r^TTI^SS^pnV^TVTn  J(l)  Population,  1,168.    ValuaUon,  5«7/B7  50. 

VM^iSSltsKflHiLiU,  .      I       Nomber  of  Public  School*,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  258— In  Winter,  901. 
(S)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  193— In  Winter,  206. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  321. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Schpoi,  47. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  74  mths.  7  days — In  Summer,  43  7— In  Winter,  31. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  gl9  04— To  Females,  Jf  11  38. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— ^f  Males,  $6  OC^Of  Females,  $6  OO. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  513  04— Of  Females,  jf5  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inchidmg  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,51;000  75. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  fSGO  75. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,       .--Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $       • 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  28.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^7  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g607  00. — Income  from  same,  ^36  40. 

« 

Books  uscd.— i^^tf^g^Web«iter|[ii.    lS«ai/u^|p— Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  National  Read- 
'        '      '      "    "^'    *       '  "      *      ""  "        '  "'         -    .   - .  ~     .       Qram^ 

Arith- 
Natural  Phi- 


Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  school  committee,  *  *  in  com- 
paring  the  school  returns  of  the  past  year,  with  those  of  the  year  preceding, 
find  the  schools  to  have  been  increased  in  their  numbers,  and  that  improve- 
ment has  been  made  in  the  more  constant  attendance  of  those,  who  have  been 
enrolled  as  members.  *  *  The  course,  which  the  town  saw  fit,  several 
years  since,  to  pursue,  in  causing  a  depositoir  for  books  to  be  provided,  has, 
'we  think,  in  several  respects,  resulted  in  benefit  to  the  town.    *    *    * 

*  *  It  is  the  case  now,  that  the  reading  books  recommended  more  than 
two  years  since,  for  the  schools,  have  been  introduced,  and  with  a  fair  pros- 
pect, that  they  will  be  continued  for  years.  In  the  more  than  forty  difierent 
classes  of  readers  in  the  town  schools,  we  recollect  but  one  class,  which  do  not 
use  the  books  above  referred  to.    •    *    * 

There  has  been,  in  a  number  of  the  schools,  more  than  usual  accuracy  in 
spelling,' f]-om  the  fact,  probably,  that  evening  schools,  in  the  districts,  have 
been  frequently  held  for  the  special  purpose  of  improvement  in  this  depart- 
ment. Some  of  the  higher  branches  of  education  have  also  been  pursued  with 
profit,  while  the  deportment  of  the  schools,  generally,  has  been,  we  believe, 
more  correct  and  praiseworthy.  Than  has  been  the  case  in  seasons  that  have 
past.  During  the  past  year,  we  observe,  in  conclusion,  much  perplexity  has 
been  experienced  from  a  neglect,  by  a  number  of  the  teachers,  to  make  and  re- 
turn their  reports.  We,  therefore',  respectfully  suggest  to  the  town,  the  pro- 
priety of  making  the  proper  return  of  these,  and  the  presenting  of  a  certificate 
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of  their  approbation  for  inatructing,  a  oondition  of  reoeiYing  their  eompeoaa- 
tioD  for  teaciiing.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  C01fMITT£E.F-l8RAEL  G.  Ross,  Stltavus  Culfp,  Albert  Nichols. 


CUMMINGTON,      .     r*»?£:j'JS!:sSSTa '*"•'*'*' 

(2)  No.  of  Sebolan  of  aJl  ages  in  all  the  Sehools— In  Sommer,  S97— In  Winter,  970. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Sehools— In  Sammer,  214— In  Winter,  S68. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  334.*— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 
(^)  -Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  69  mths.— In  Summer,  37 14^—In  Winter,  31 14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sommei^M.  — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  gSl  90— To  Females,  glS  47. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $6  00— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\6  90— Of  Females,  $6  47. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eontributed  for  Public  Schools,  5399. 

(U)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 
Scholars,     .-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .»— Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vsKDj^^Spelling — ^Webster's.  Readinjp — ^Pierpont's  and  AngelPs  Series.  Orammar 
—Smith's.  Geography — Huntington's,  (Mney's,  Malte-Brun's  and  WiMxlbrid^e's  Arithmetic 
—Smith's,  Adams'  and  Colburn's.    AU  of Aer^— Newman's  Rhetoric,  Comstock's  Philosophy. 

RxMARx^ — ^  The  net  income  of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  amounting  to  about 
|1G0,  was  appropriated — making  the  whole  sum  expended,  including  the 
amount  contributed  for  board  and  $43  53  received  from,  the  State,  one  thousand 
aDd  ninety-nine  dollars." 

SiLECTiON  FROM  REPORT.  *  *  AU  the  schools  are  furnished  with  black- 
hoards,  the  only  apparatus  in  any.  Moral  suasion,  in  general,  has  succeeded  in 
sustaining  good  order  in  the  schools,  and  parents  and  teachers  favor  this  mode 
of  government.  Non>intercourse  with  the  pupils,  in  ^schools  as  small  as  ours, 
should  be  rigidly  maintained,  and  intercourse  only  be  had  between  teachers 
and  pupils.  All  the  studies,  in  point  of  time,  should  be  systematized.  A  daily 
lesBon,  in  biblical  reading,  and  for  one  lesson  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the  ten 
commandments,  Exodus,  20th  chapter,  is  recommended. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— James  W.  Briogs,  Nathan  Orcdtt. 


EASTHAMPTON,    .     1"' Jl^ti  SSSTs  ""'"*' **• 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  143— In  Winter,  153. 

|3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  12S— In  Winter,  130. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  ISOi^— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  5. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  3. 
(^)  Aggiegate  length  of  the  Schools,  41  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  S4— In  Winter,  l7  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.  6.^No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^ M.  1--F.  5. 

(7)  AveragewagetpaidperiiMOtbyineliidingboard— ToMales,SS600— To  Females,!  11 80. 


208  HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montli— Of  Males,  {8  00-^Of  Femalet,  ^6  SO. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  eiclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $IS  00— Of  Females,  f  6  60. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  SJcbools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^60. 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eontributed  for  Public  Schools,  gSffl. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,         .-—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 
(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  34^-Aggre- 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  Sti5, 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 


REifARK. — "In  addition  to  the  select  schools,  our  district  schools  are  pro- 
longed by  subscription,  generally,  both  summer  and  winter."  The  particulars 
are  not  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  ^  *  Your  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that 
parents  manifest  an  increasing  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  schools.  The 
arrangements  heretofore  made,  with  respect  to  the  books  to  be  used,  have  been 
regarded  generally,  in  one  instance,  however,  a  book,  not  approbated  by 
the  committee,  has  been  introduced  by  a  teacher.  It  is  easy  to  see,  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  schools,  as  well  as  a  regard  for  economy,  requires,  that  no 
more  books  be  introduced  in  this  irregular  manner. 

Your  committee  would  improve  the  occasion  to  make  some  brief  suggestions 
in  reference  to  the  interests  of  our  schools  generally.  There  seem  to  be  two 
general  plans  of  providing  means  of  education  for  the  yoimg  in  our  Common- 
wealth. One  is  to  furnish,  at  public  expense,  the  whole  amount  of  instruc- 
tion which  is  required,  to  fit  our  children  for  the  various  avocations,  in  which 
they  will  be  likely,  ordinarily,  to  engage.  This  plan  will  give  to  all  children, 
and  youth  of  every  condition  in  life,  uie  same  advantages  for  intellectual  im- 
provement, without  laying  a  heavy  burden  of  expense  upon  the  poorer  families. 
The  other  plan  is  to  furnish,  at  public  expense,  a  poition  of  instruction,  leaving 
the  balance  to  be  made  up  by  subscription,  and  select  schools.  The  former 
system  would  tend  to  make  the  blessinss  of  education  more  general  and  equal 
in  a  community.  The  latter  will  probably  afibrd  a  higher  deeree  of  instruction 
to  a  portion  of  the  young.  The  latter  seems  to  be  the  established  plan  in  this 
town.  What  we  wish  to  say  is,  that,  under  this  system,  the  Public  Schools 
must  always  be  in  danger,  and  will  sufifer  neglect  Those  families,  who  are 
possessed  of  wealth,  or  of  uncommon  zeal  for  the  education  of  their  children, 
ore  resolved  to  afibrd  them  the  best  advantages,  and,  with  that  view  come  to 
rely  on  private  and  select  schools,  are  apt  to  lose  their  interest  in  the  Public 
Schools.  Placing  not  very  much  reliance  on  them,  they  are  likely  to  foel  less 
interested  in  their  prosperity.    *    *    * 

This  portion  of  the  community  lose  their  interest  in  the  Public  Schools.  *  * 
It  is  easy  to  see,  that  the  remaining  portion  of  the  community  must  give  to  our 
schools  their  strong  and  steady  support,  or  they  cannot  be  expected  to  flourish ; 
and,  if  our  Common  and  Public  Schools  do  not  flourish,  the  children  of  poorer 
families  must  be  deprived  of  any  extensive  education,  and  the  community  will, 
in  a  fow  years,  be  divided  into  two  classes,  the  educated,  and  the  uneducated. 
*  *  In  respect  to  the  most  economical  method  of  managing  our  schools, 
your  committee  would  also  suggest  a  few  thoughts.  It  is  well  known,  that  our 
winter  schools  are  much  more  expensive  than  our  summer  schools,  even 
though  taught  by  females.  The  cost  of  board,  which  would  be  willingly  con- 
tributed by  the  families  in  summer,  of  wood,  and  of  carrying  children  back  aod 
forth,  together  with  the  extra  wear  of  clothes,  and  the  exposure  of  their  health, 
would,  in  general,  exceed  the  whole  expense  of  the  schools  in  the  summer 
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aeff^QiL  T!h»  fiommit^  b^ye  ^lap  ol^served,  that,  except  i^  the  ^iist  efcbppl, 
therp  fi,re  VQrj.few  scholar^  wlio  might  not  be  spared  to  attend  isctiobi  in  sum- 
4nqr  {^  wej^  ap  ia  winter.  In  ^e  $ve  ^cjlipols,  excluding  the  east,  the  aggre- 
gate pf  scholar^s,  flnring  the  pfist  wintf^r,  top  old  to  atiend  a  sumnier  school, 
would  qpt  p^(;pqd  W  prtiyeiye.  J^W  qthf^rs  C|f  the  older  classes,'  who  have 
;^ttemde4  ftt  all,  ^ere  sei^t  to  the  spjeqt  sclippii  Now  the  question  is  respeot- 
fu%.prqpp^d|ibr  generid  cpnaiden^tipn,  whether  it  would  not  be  a  very  essen- 
tial saviqg  cif.e^peos^  if  the  vrin(er  session  of  tho^  schools  should  be  omitted, 
4pd  the.^mmpr  /9^j^on, prolonged  ip  tl^e  san^e  proportion  P  If  a  school  of  onp 
inoioth  xu  Wtinter,  costs  as  tnucii.as  pqe  qf  twp  months  in  summer,  would  it  not 
be  a  manifest  saving  to  spend  our  money  in  summer  schools  altogether  ?  The 
olyection,  which  we  foresee,  is  this, — tbi^t  there  are  some,  though  a  few,  scbol- 
M8,  in  ^ese  .schools,  ,wbo  cannot  attend  in  the  summer,  and  they  must  have  a 
wioier^choql.pr  none.  \ye  see  the  force  of  this  objection,  but  think  it  may  be 
obviatpd  ya  9omp  .o^easure.  In  the  first  place,  if  our  summer  schools  could  be 
extended,  by  this  arrangencient,  to  a  period  of  eiffht  or  nine  months,  the  result 
would  be,  that  our  childreii,  hereafter,  might  ootain  more  education,  by  the 
titQe  they  are  ten  years  old,  than  they  ;iow  do,  by  the  time  tliey  are  fpurteen ; 
80  that  there  would  be  much  less  necessity  of  sending  them  to  school,  at  the 
latter  age,  when  tjieir  time  in  summer  or  winter  is  worth  many  times  as  much, 
(is,it.is  wh^n  they  are  small  children;  and  then,  still  further,  to  obviate  the  ob- 
jection,,pQrhaps.the  larger  scholars,  in  all  these  districts,  might  be  brought  to- 
gether in  one  winter  school ;  whicfi  would  be  quite  as  profitable  to  them  as  the 
preaent  arrangement,  and  at ,  considerably  less  expense.  We  ofier  these  sug- 
gestions, not  as. prescribing  any  definite  arrangement,  but  with  a  view,  that  aii 
iuvestigatipn  jpay  t^e  made,  ana  in  the  hope,  that  the  best  and  most  economi- 
cal method  may  he  discovered,  of  furnishing  our  children  with  that  thorough 
education,  which  paay  oiake  them  useful  citizens,  intelligently  seeking  their 
own  fuid  others'  welfare,  ornameiits  tp  society,  ftpd  an  honor  to  ^eir  native 
eoil.  *   *    ^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— ATHERTOir  Clark,  Edwiit  Hahnum,  Wm .  Bbmxi^t. 
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PNV^TI?  T  rk  $  (^)  Population,  1,058.    Valuation,  ;^192;083  00. 

riiyri£iLiU^    .       .       .       .       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of.  all  ages  in  all  the  Schopis— In  Summer,  216— In  Winter,  259. 

(3)  Average  atteodance  in  the  3cbool8— In  Summer,  183 — ^In  Wmter,  221. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  S20.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  12.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  16. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  61  mths.— In  Summer,  29— In  Winter,  22. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  WintcN-^.  I^F.  2 

(7)  Average  waffes  paid  per  mouthy  including  board— To  Males,  ^26 14— To  Females,  S^.^' 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  jf7  14— Of  Females,  $b  15. 

(9)  Average  waives  per  monlh,'ezcluslve  of  board^-Of  Males,  $IB  00-Of  Females,  51  ^• 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  suppdrt  of  Schools,  including  pnly  the,  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5600. 

(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  .—Aggregate  of  months  k^pt,  .-^Ayerngo  number  of 
Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(U)  No.  of  unincorporated.  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools.kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  month*  kept,  7j|.-^verage  No.  of  Scholars,  .^-Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  .-*«Ineome  firom  f^fune,  g 

Books  used 
proved  Reader 
ney's,  Malte-Brun  -, 
Philosophy,  Algebra. 
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Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  all  the  schools,  there  has  been  a  gen- 
eral and  punctual  attendance  of  the  scholars.  The  committee,  however,  are  of 
opinion,  that  improvements  may  still  be  made.  In  all  the  districts,  there  is 
more  or  less  neglect,  on  the  part  of  parents,  in  visiting  the  schools.  In  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  frequent  visits  have  a  great  enect  on  scholars.  *  * 
There  is,  also,  another  iisiult  in  all  our  schools.  Too  many  studies  are  crowded 
upon  the  mind  of  the  Scholar  at  the  same  time.  We  all  see  the  folly  of  that, 
in  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  We  never  expect  a  man,  engaged  in  a  great 
variety  of  business  at  the  same  time,  to  do  any  of  it  thoroughly,  and  with  a 
masterly  hand.  And  we  say  of  him,  that,  with  so  many  irons  in  the  fire,  some 
will  bum.    •    * 

The  elementary  parts  of  an  education,  such  as  reading  and  spelling,  are  too 
quickly  and  superficially  passed  over,  for  the  higher  branches,  and  scholars  too 
often  leave  school,  with  a  smattering  of  almost  everything,  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  nothing.  Although  in  this  respect,  some  improvement  has  taken 
place,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done.  There  is  also  a  present  deficiency  of 
l)ooks.  But  this,  in  a  great  measure,  is  owing  to  the  fact,  that  all  have  been 
waiting  for  a  uniform  list  of  books,  throughout  the  State,  and  we  hope  soon  to 
see  such  a  list,  as  we  fully  believe  it  would  be  of  great  practical  utility.  *    *  * 

Your  committee  would  further  observe,  that  more  difiiculty  has  arisen,  for 
the  want  of  good  government  in  schools,  than  on  any  other  accoimt  And  that 
more  imins  should  be  taken  to  procure  teachers,  having  the  skill  to  govern  a 
school  suitably,  than  has  been  taken  heretofore. 

They  would  also  again  say,  what  was  said  by  them  the  last  year,  in  regard  to 
the  use  of  the  New  Testament  It  is  too  little  read  in  Common  Schools.  Aside 
from  those  great  principles  of  morality  and  religion,  which  are  there  to  be 
found,  its  lanffuage  is,  in  general,  simple  and  pure.  The  sentences  are  short, 
and,  as  a  book  of  common  reading,  it  may  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  young 
reader,  with  greater  benefit  in  learning  to  read,  than  any  other  book  with 
which  we  are  acquainted.  And  we  ask,  can  that  book,  which  is,  or  ought,  to 
be  the  future  guide  of  our  rising  generation,  be  read  too  young  or  too  tho- 
roughly?   •     •    « 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— JoHir  Whiton,  Epaphbas  Clark.  . 


G  OSHEN  \  ^'  ^  I*®P"**^»on*  ^^'    Valuation,  5113,679  00. 

'        •      •      •      •       (       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  126— In  Winter,  166. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  98 — In  Winter,  109. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  150« — No.  of  persons  under  i 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10 w — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  29  mths.  21  days — In  Summer,  16 — In  Winter,  13  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  O— F.  5. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^21  £0— To  Females,  ^11  20. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  OO^^^f  Females,  $Q  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\Z  dO— Of  Females,  $5  20. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^300. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^172. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .»— Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Oommoo 

Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  58.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  596. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  usaD.—Spctfing^Webster's  Elementary.  /{eocftne^Rhetorical,  National  and  Intelii- 
gent  Readers,  CbUd's  Guide,  Easy  Primer.    Orammar— Pond's  Murray's.    Gec^gfropAy— Oi- 
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neWfy  Peter  Parley's  and  Brinsroade's.  Arithmetic — ^Adams'  and  Colbum's  First  Lessons.  AS 
OM«r«— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Parley's  Histories,  Day's  and  Colbarn's  Algebra, 
£aclid,  Sullivan's  Political  Class  Book. 

Remark. — <<  The  Private  School  was  kept  by  a  college  graduate.  Instruc- 
tion was  given  with  particular  reference  to  the  qualification  of  teachers." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  *  In  the  west  school,  a  teacher  was 
employed,  and  commenced  four  weeks  previous  to  being  examined,  and  the 
examination  not  being  satisfactory^,  the  school  was  stopped.  We  would  here 
remark,  that  the  committee  and  teacher,  are  placed  in  very  unpleasant  circum- 
stances, by  sujch  a  course.  If  the  teacher  have  tact,  she  may  get  the  confi- 
dence and  good  will  of  the  scholars,  and  with  the  little  knowledge  parents  gen- 
erally have,  of  the  afiairs  of  the  school,  (except  by  report,)  they  may  think  the 
school  prosperous.  Hence,  if  a  certificate  is  refused,  l>ad  feelings  are  excited, 
the  ardor  of  the  scholars  is  damped,  and  the  discipline  of  the  school  perma- 
nently injured.  Another  teacher  has  been  employed  in  this  school,  and  it  is 
now  doing  well.    *    •    • 

Next  to  the  ability  and  faithfulness  of  the  teachers,  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
several  committees,  the  improvement  of  our  schools  depends  upon  the  interest 
manifested  in  them,  by  parents,  guardians,  and  the  community  at  large.  If  pa- 
rents would  occasionally  call  at  the  school,  so  that  there  would  be  no  week  but 
some  one  or  more  were  present,  your  cornmittee  think  the  good  effect  would 
soon  be  visible,  in  the  greater  improvement,  and  better  discipline,  of  the  school. 
It  would  also  have  a  good  efifect  upon  the  teacher,  by  exciting  to  greater  faith- 
fulness.   *    •     # 

The  subject  of  school  libraries  is  deserving  attention  Many  of  our  youth 
grow  up  without  a  taste  for  reading,  because  suitable  and  interesting  books 
are  not  to  be  obtained.  If  young  persons  acquire  a  taste  for  substantial  read- 
ing, there  is  little  danger  that  they  will  stroll  from  home,  and  spend  their  eve- 
nings in  bad  company ;  and  would  it  not  afibrd  parents  much  pleasure,  to  see 
their  sons  and  daughters  gathered  around  their  own  firesides,  listening  to  an 
interesting  narrative  or  biography,  rather  than  the  consciousness  that  they  were 
whiling  away  their  time  in  the  bar-room,  drinking,  smoking,  and  acquiring 
other  loaferish  habits. 

There  is  one  other  subject,  to  which  your  committee  beg  leave  to  direct  your 
attention.  It  is  one  which  they  deem  of  very  great  importance,  to  the  inter- 
ests of  education,  in, this  place.  The  subject  in  question,  has  reference  to  the 
present  mode  of  educating  our  youth,  by  distributing  the  public  money  among 
the  several  districts.  Your  committee  are  fully  convinced,  that  upon  the  pres- 
ent plan,  there  Is  a  great  loss  of  mecms ;  that  the  benefit  derived  from  our  mon- 
ey so  expended,  is  very  much  less  than  it  would  be,  were  a  difierent  disposi- 
tion made  of  it.  Some  of  our  districts  are  so  small,  that  the  schools  are  very 
short.  Nor  is  there  ^the  interest  awakened  among  scholars,  that  we  might  ^x- 
pect,  were  they  longer.  To  illustrate  this : — a  teacher  is  employed^  say  for 
«1^  per  month ;  he  teaches  15  scholars.  Now  he  could  quite  as  weU,  and  even 
**''<''>— easier  to  kimaelf, — teach  double  that  numl>er,  and  the  school  would 
nnake  greater  proficiency.  In  sustaining  two  schools,  each  containing  15  or 
^  scholars,  there  is  a  dead  loss  of  more  than  the  expense  of  one  of  them.  If 
the  two  schools  could  be  brought  together,  the  scholars  could  enjoy  the  privi- 
leges of  a  school  twice  the  length  of  time  they  now  do,  and  would  make  more 
^n  twice  the  proficiency  in  their  studies,  without  any  additional  expense. 
A  here  is  another  objection  to  our  present  system.  It  brings  together,  m  our 
^mter  schools,  those  of  different  ages  from  three  to  twenty  years^  All  vvho 
Jnve  taught  school,  and  others  who  reflect  a  moment,  must  perceive^  that,  by 
tms  arrangement,  the  operations  of  a  school  are  very  much  embarrassed,  and  its 
P''2S;*«88  greatly  retarded. 

ihe  younger  members  engross  so  muc|i  of  the  time  of  the  teacher,  that  he 
^nnot  i-ender  that  assistance,  to  older  members,  he  otherwise  might  The 
real  progress  of  small  scholars,  in  winter  schools,  Is  universally  expected  to  be 
Ijjj^"-  If  the  truth  were  known,  probably  many  a  little  child  has  been  sen,t  to 
Bcnool  in  winter,  there  to  engross  much  of  the  teacher'a  time  and  atten^on^ 
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not  expecting  it  would  learn  much,  but,  forsooth,  to  rid  the  mother  of  care  at 
home.  It  seems  to  the  committee  that  it  is  hardJy  equitable  to  the  larger  schol- 
ars ;  that  it  is  not  an  economical  mode  of  expending  money  for  so  small  a  con- 
sideration, to  support  a  teacher  at  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  en- 
gross his  tone,  m  this  way,  to  the  manifest  detriment  of  the  older  members  of 
the  school ;  when  a  teinale  teacher,  for  one  third  the  money,  might  teach  the 
smaller  scholars  more  successfully  than  a  male  teacher.  Your  committee  see 
no  way,  in  which  the  evils  of  the  present  system  can  be  remedied  wholly.  We 
cannot  bring  all  our  youth,  over  ten  years  of  age,  into  one  school,  and  all  under, 
into  another.  Could  this  be  done,  we  should  realize  much  more  benefit  from 
the  same  expenditure  of  money.  But  because  existing  evils  cannot  be  whoUy 
removedf  it  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not.  if  practicable,  make  a  partial  im- 
provement, and  your  committee  are  sangume  m  the  belief  that  this  can  be 
efifected.  They,  therefore,  ask  the  privilege  of  proposing  a  plan  contemplating 
a  material  'alteration  in  our  school  system,  which,  they  ure  confident,  Wui 
secure  to  our  youth  much  greater  advantages,  fi*om  the  same  expenditure  of 
money.  We  wish,  however,  here  to  premise,  that  the  plan  we  now  propose,  is 
by  no  means  presented  ^as  perfect  in  all  its  parts ;  and  it  is  not  pretended,  that 
there  are  no  objections  to  it  There  are  valid  objections  against  our  present 
system ;  so,  doubtless,  more  or  less  objections  would  lie  against  any  plan  what- 
ever. Our  object  is,  not  to  find  a  plan  against  which  no  objection  can  be  rais- 
ed, but  to  light  on  one,  which,  on  the  whole,  will  secure  the  greatest  amount 
of  good.  As  the  plan  to  be  proposed  looks  not  at  the  convenience  or  inconve- 
nience ofindioidwda^  but  contemplates  the  general  good  of  the  wlioU  toton,  your 
committee  would,  respectfully,  request  all  to  suspend  their  decbion  in  regard  to 
It,  until  they  have  duly  considered  the  plan  in  all  its  bearings.  If  adopted,  it  is 
exceedingly  desirable  it  should  be  adopted  unanimoudy. 

Without  further  remark,  we  proceed,  first,  to  give  you  the  outlines  of  the 
plan  in  question, — after  which,  we  shall  ofiTer  some  reasons  for  its  adoption. 

First.  Jliejdan.  Let  there  be  established  a  Central  JSchool,  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  our  youth  over  ten  years  old.  Let  a  house  be  built  by  the  town. 
For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  two  objects  at  once,  and  to  isave  expense,  it  is 
proposed  to  erect  a  building  of  sufficient  size,  two  stories  high.  Let  the  room 
m  one  of  the  stories  be  used  as  a  town-house,  and  the  other  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  the  Central  School. 

It  is  proposed,  that  the  schools  be  sustained  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 
Let  the  Northwest  District  (in  consideration  of  their  distance  from  the  centre, 
and  the  size  of  their  school,^  receive  their  proportion  of  the  school  tooney  as 
they  now  do,  and  expend  it  in  sustaining  a  school  in  summer  and  winter.  The 
remaining  four  districts  shall  receive,  each,  a  certain  portion  6f  the  public 
money, — a  sufficient  sum,  at  least  to  sustain  a  female  school,  in  the  Warm  sea- 
son, four  months ;  and  let  the  remainder  of  the  money  of  the  four  districts  be 
appropriated  to  support  the  central  school ;  to  which  all  the  youth,  above  ten 
years  old,  shall  have  equally  free  access.  It  is  proposed  to  have  this  central 
school  commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  and  it  is  believed, 'that 
ordinarily,  it  can  be  sustained  at  least  six  months  in  the  year.  The  design  is, 
to  procure,  for  the  central  school,  a  teacher  of  such  qualifications  that  the  ad- 
vantages will  be  equal  to  any  select  school.  As  this  school  is  contemplated 
with  reference  to  me  good  of  the  whole  town,  (as  far  as  it  may  be,j  it  is  pro- 
posed, that  the  scholars  of  the  Northwest  District,  (though  they  do  nothing 
towards  supporting  the  school,  yet  in  consideration  of  their  assistance  in  build- 
ing a  school  room,)  be  adniitted  to  the  school  with  an  abatement  Of  one  third  of 
the  tuition,  $2  instead  of  $3,  which  is  the  usual  price  per  term. 

To  your  committee,  it  seems  very  desirable  that  the  above  plan,  or  something 
like  it,  should  be  adopted ;  and  for  the  following,  among  other  reason^.  First, 
it  is  much  more  economical  than  the  present  system.  By  its  adoption,  we 
shall  secure  longer  schools  in  summer,  and  our  winter  term  will  be  twice  as 
long  as  our  winter  schools  now  are.  It  will  afford  very  much  greater  advan- 
tages, and  yet  there  will  be  only  the  same  expenditure  of  money.  The  two  se- 
lect schools,  taught  in  this  place  within  the  last  two  years,  have  cost  the  town 
about  $100  each«  By  the  adoption  of  the  above  plan,  we  shall  secure  all  the 
advantages  of  a  select  school  in  the  autumn,  in  addition  to  all,  imd  more  than  all, 
the  advantages  now  derived  from  our  winter  schools. 
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dd.  A  tmsdttd  remmA  for  adkpdaii^  it,  1%  that  it  i*  a  plan  emiiMiitl  j  ryuMwam 
The  praetice  of  faaivlDg  a  aeltet  stfaool^  unikaa  a  better  courae  caa  be  aidoptedi 
we  earnestly  hope  infill  be  kept  up  from  year  to  year ;  bal  atlH  tbare  ace  aoma 
objections  to  it  At  least,  the  plan  proposed  seenis^  to  your  committee,  very 
much  preferable  to  it  Select  acJioole  bate  a  iaverable  inAuence  apcn  the 
cause  of  education  in  a  town,  but  there  are  always  more  or  less  shut  out  from 
the  pfivileges  the^  aflbrd.  Wbettever  one  of  these  seboohi  is  opetnMi,  there  are 
many  who  would  attend,  were  it  a  Free  School,  and  who,  perhaps,  would  make 
better  t)roficiency  that)  many  who  do  attend,  and  yet  cannot  for  want  of  meana. 
The  plan  proposed  will  open  to  such,yfee  dcctn  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  select 
school,  not  for  three  motaths  in  a  year  only,  but  for  six  montba  It  brings  the 
means  of  a  good  education  withid  reaeh  of  all  our  youth,  the  poor  as  well  as  the 
rich^  It  will  occasion  no  superiority  or  inferiority,  except  what  talent,  cultiva- 
ted or  abused  talent,  shall  create* 

3d.  Another  reason  for  its  adoption,  is,  the  social  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it  It  will  bring  the  youth,  from  the  different  parts  of  our  town,  together; 
tbey  will  be  associated  under  circumstances,  in  which  they  will  exert  a  refining 
and  quickening  influence  upon  one  another.  Under  the  care  of  a  judicious  and 
&itbtul  teacher,  their  intercourse  together  will  be  healthful.  The  dull  and  stu- 
pid will  bo  quickened,  by  being  brought  in'cootact  with  the  more  sprighdy. 
The  coarse  and  uncouth  will  learn  gentleness,  by  witnessing  the  deportment  of 
the  modest  and  mild.  The  gay  and  airy  will  be  rebuked  by  the  more  sober 
and  discreet. 

4tb.  Such  a  plan,  or  something  like  it,  should  be  adopted,  to  supersede  the 
necessity  of  sending  our  yOuth  abroad  to  be  educated.  But  a  small  portion  of 
parents  can,  without  serious  embarrassment,  be  at  the  expense  of  thus  educa- 
ting their  children ;  and,  aside  fVom  the  expense,  it  is  much  better  for  the  youth, 
themselves,  to  receivie  their  education,  at  least,  what  may  be  termed  a  common 
education,  at  home,  under  the  care  and  immediate  supervision  of  their  parents. 

Your  committee  are  convinced  there  is  an  error  in  the  community  on  this 
point  Many  seem  to  suppose,  that,  if  their  children  can  go  abroad,  to  some 
popular  school  or  academy,  of  course  they  will  make  rapid  proficiency ; — where- 
as, the  truth  probably  is,  that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  the  same  youth  would 
make  greater  proficiency  in  the  substantials  of  an  education,  under  the  i^uidance 
of  a  good  teacner,  in  their  own  town.  This  is  easily  accounted  for.  When  at 
borne,  there  is  less  of  novelty  to  divert  the  mind.  They  have,  too,  the  influence 
of  parents  cooperating  with  that  of  die  teacher,  to  encourage  habits  of  close  ap- 
plication. Besides,  youth,  b^re  their  habits  of  virtue  are  confirmed,  when 
flent  abroad,  are  in  dioiger  of  being  allured  from  the  path  of  rectitude  by  the 
influraee  of  vicious  associates,  with  whom  they  mtist,  more  or  lees,  be  brought 
in  contact  We  would  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  youth  ahould  never  be 
sent  abroad  to  6chool,-^but  we  would  say,  tliat,  hi  such  a  town  as  this,  it  is  eik- 
ceedingly  desirable,  that  we  should  secure,  among  otarsetveSj  the  means  of  givioff 
our  youth  a  good  business  education.  The  schw>l  now  in  contemplation,  will, 
it  is  believed,  afford  such  means  to  our  youth. 

5th.  Finally,  your  committee  would  recommend  this  plan  as  one  of  general 
^t^  to  the  ioimu  Its  direct  influence  will  be,  to  raise  tlie  standard  of  educa- 
tion amongst  us.  It  will  excite,  in  our  youth,  an  increased  desire  for  inleiiectual 
improvement,  thus  givmg  them  a  disrelish  for  low  and  hurtful  amusements,  and 
allare  them  from  immoral  and  vicioua  practices.  It  will  operate  to  bring  out 
and  cultivate  the  best  talent.  The  young  aspirant  after  knowledge  will  here 
M  a  path  open  before  him,  leading  to  intelligence,  respectability  and  an  en- 
^fged  sphere  of  usefulness.  The  elevation  which  might  be  given,  by  such  a 
school,  might  serve  as  a  stepping  Stone  to  the  highest  attainments,  in  literature, 
honor  and  usefulness,  that  are  within  the  reach  of  man,  and  these  attainments, 
too,  might  be  made  by  a  youth  from  the  most  obscure  family  among  us.  But 
for  tMm/  of  some  such  encouragement,  the  same  youth,  oppressed  by  poverty 
and  disheartened  by  obstacles,  might  have  yielded  to  the  pressure ;  the  kindling 
^8  of  his  mind  might  have  been  quenched,  and  he  would  have  taken  a  low 
w»d  obscure  stand  through  life.  "Knowledge  is  povver ;"— joined  with  right 
moral  influence,  it  is  respectability.  Whatever,  therefore,  will  bring  into  health- 
mi  action  the  talent,  whatever  will  increase  die  intelligence  of  our  youth,  will 
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increase  the  wealth,  respectability  and  power  of  our  town,  "^ewed  in  this 
light,  therefore,  your  committee  would  urge  thei  adoption  of  the  plan  before  you, 
as  one  of  general  utility  to  the  whole  town. 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTEE.^-JoBM  C.  Thompsom,  Lkti  L.  Pixrci,  T.  W.  Ltmah. 


CR  AWR^  C(l)  Population,  922.    Valuation,  j[I91y909  00. 

iT^-aiV-Oir,        ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  223— In  Winter,  296. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  177— In  Winter,  253. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  289.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  17.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  32. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  50  mths. — In  Summer,  27  7— lu  Winter,  22  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  7. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  2 — ^F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board*— To  Males,  522  50— To  Females,  ^14  23. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00— Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\b  50— Of  Females,  $'^  19. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $^50, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $\^  18. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  145.^-Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $190, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .^—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  usKO.—Spetfti^^— Webster's  Elementary.  fUadvng^-OiM^&  Guide,  Intelligent,  Por- 
ter's Rhetorical  and  National  Readers.  New  Testament.  Grammar — Smith's  Productive. 
Geographtf — Peter  Parley's,  Smith's  ana  Malte-Bruu's.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  and  Snnith's. 
All  otiiers — ^^Easy  Primer,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Peter  Parley's  and  Goodrich's  History,  Watts 
on  the  Mind. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  One  improvement,  we  think,  is  justly 
attributable  to  the  depository  of  school  books,  the  influence  of  which  has  been 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  many  difierent  works,  on  the  same  subject 
Without  a  depository,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  different  books,  the  time 
of  the  teacher  was  often  occupied  unprolitably,  by  hearing  recitations  on  the 
same  subject,  from  a  number  of  difierent  books.  This  defect  is  already,  in  a 
measure,  remedied.    •    •    * 

As  the  success  of  inexperienced  teachers,  is  always  more  or  less  doubtful,  the 
committee  would  suggest  the  importance  of  securing  the  services  of  as  many 
well  known,  experienced,  and  faithful  teachers,  as  possible.  The  want  of  such 
teachers,  is  sometimes  the  sole  cause  of  the  backwardness  of  some  schools ; 
the  scholars  of  which  learn  little  besides  play,  and  give,  at  the  close,  far  better 
evidence  of  having  wasted  their  time,  in  idleness  and  insubordination,  than  of 
having  spent  it  in  close  application  to  study.  If  a  school  is  taught  only  a  few 
successive  seasons,  by  teachers  not  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications,  it  is 
sin*e  to  receive  an  injury,  which  may  require  even  years  of  exertion  to  repair. 
To  avoid  consequences  so  detrimental,  the  employment  of  the  best  teachers  to 
be  found,  should  ever  be  an  object  of  the  first  importance.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— En  Moodt,  E.  B.  Chapin. 


GREENWICH  \  ^^^  Population,  842.    Valuation,  jf  119,700  00. 

'       *       *       C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 
(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  aU  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  200— In  Winter,  290. 
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(9)  Avenge  attcDdanee  in  the  Scboob— In  Sommer,  166— In  Winter,  SfiO. 

(4)  No.  of  penons  between  4  and  16  yean  of  age  in  the  town,  2fi9.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  41  mths.^In  Summer,  22— In  Winter,  19. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summep— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  f  16  00— To  Females,  J14  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^7  OO— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board^Of  Males,  $9  00— Of  Females,  ^^8  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  gSOO, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,      . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,       .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(19)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  % — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1^.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  90.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5148  £0. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  «— Income  from  same,  5 

Books  usid. — Spellu^ — Webster's.  Readin^^ Amerieen  First  Class  Book,  National, 
American  and  Iinproved  Readers.  Child's  Guide, Intellieent  Reader,  Introduction  to  the  Na- 
tional Reader.  Orammar — Smiln's.  Oeography-^-^ZiAw^  Book  of  Geography,  Smith's,  Hun- 
tington's, OInev's,  Hall's  and  Peter  Parley's,  iltf  oCAerj— Rhetoric,  Geography  of  the  Uea- 
▼eni,  Latin  and  Greek. 

Remark. — ^Tbe  return  of  Private  Schools  is  imperfect,  the  number  of  months 
kept  being  omitted  in  one  and  the  average  number  of  scholars  in  the  other. 
In  one  of  these  schools,  ^  a  number  of  teachers  were  qualified  for  the  purpose 
of  teaching  Primary  School&" 

Selection  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
operations  of  our  schools  are  materially  interrupted,  in  consequence  of  too 
great  a  variety  of  books,  in  the  same  schooL  Parents  are  too  incredulous,  to 
entrust  the  selection  of  books  to  the  committee,  fearing  they  will  assume  too 
much  power  in  this  matter.  We  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  Board 
earnesuy  recommend,  for  the  use  of  our  schools,  a  uniform  selection  of 
books.    •    ♦    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITT£E.^JosiPH  H.  Patrick,  Levi  Chamberlain,  Thomas  R. 
Grikn. 


HAHT  /^  V  i  ^^)  Population »  1,805.    Valuation,  5345,217  33. 

aHULiUM  IL,       ....       J        Numberof  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  331 — In  Winter,  447. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Srhools — ^In  Summer,  272 — In  Winter,  376. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  547.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  54.^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  11. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  82  mths.  21  days. — ^In  Summer,  38  14— In  Winter,  44  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^-M.  5— F.  8. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $        — ^To  Females,  5 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $       —Of  Females,  % 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $        —Of  Females,  5 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^  1,200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Publie  Schools,  $iSl  lb. 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  ]O.^Average  No.  of 
Sebolars,  76.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  j[l,O0O. 
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(19)  No.  of  imineorponitMl  AeftdoMM,  FnmtmBeik^tU,  Biid8cb»QliiH(|A«»4«ok«iK4QQmaifo 
flaiwili,  l^^AngngtAe  of  oMathi  4M«>ty  SiivvAweragt  Mo.  fii  &M9n,  S5.-nAgg«e* 
•g«M  paid  fortetaioB,  $15. 

(14)  Amount  of  Loed  fundt,  f       .^MiiioamoiiNMi  Mimo,  $       # 

fioAKS  V8SB.~^22ti^|:^— Webiier'jI.  /Z«ac{tfu^-f-Porter'8  Rhetorical  Reader,  Worcester's 
Third  tyiass  Book,  Children's  Guide/Testament,«&e.  G^rommar-^aitth's,  Fond^  Murray's. 
GeagraphyJOiaey'^,  Maite-Brttii^,  <*6l«r  Parley'f.    ArUhmMio    fiUnilh'*,  AdaoHLV^tc. 

JUmamks^*— No  return  J8.inad0  of  the  wages  aq4  b<wrd  of  te^cher^ 
A  **  great  variety"  of  books  are  used  io  the  8choo]^;  only  the  "  n^ost  impor- 
tant" are  given  above. 

Selsction s  raoM  Report.  *  *  Your  committee,  therefofe,  are  of  opin- 
ion, tliat  when  an  individual  shall  appear,  after  due  tnal,  not  to  be  possessed  of 
thevequisite  qiiaiifici^on8,lor  managing  judieiottflly,  and  governing  ^uccessfidly, 
the  children  of  a  district,  their  good  requires  that  such  inoivi^lual  be  discharged, 
however  qualified  be  or  she  may  be  in  other  respects.  *  *  There  are  few 
children,  who  have  not  diicemfmrU  sufficient  to  discover  when  ft  teacher  holds 
with  a^/Erm,  or  relaxed  grasp,  the  reins  of  government ;  or  when,  as  the  cai«e  may 
be,  he  neglects  to  hold  them  at  all ;  and  strange  would  it  be,  if  they  did  not 
shape  their  coiurse  accordingly.  The  ill  ejects  of  inaubardinaiiont  allowed  dur- 
ing one  three  months'  school,  would,  very  probably,  be  felt  through  successive 
years ;  occasioning  much  trouble  to  after  teaeberSy^and  to  the  families  of  the 
district,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss  which  the  children  would  sustain,  in  conse- 
quence, in  point  of  intellectual  im'provement 

Your  committee  are  firm  in  .the  belief  therefore,  that  however  iptrenuously 

the  ^  no  government"  principle  ^may,  by  some,  be  advocated  in  reference  to 

'Other  departments,  it  will  not  do  to  sanction  its. introduction  into  opr.Connni^on 

Schools.    There,  government  must  be  maintained,. and- due  ord^r  prey^^rv^  or 

improvement  cannot  be  expected.    *    •    * 

*  *  These  schools  never  exhibited,  at  thair  close,  more  gratifying  evidence 
of  having  been  thoroughly  and  successfiilly  taught,  than  at  their  recent  exami- 
.nation.  Eight  of  them,  the  committee  take  pleasure  in  repeating,  were  taught 
.by  fenudes ;  and  generally  with  so  much  success,  as  to  leave  httle  doubt  on 
their  minds,  that  the  remaining  five  mighi  have  been  taught,  by  well  qualified 
.and  energetic  individuals  of  that  sex,  without  ^049,  in  point  of  improvement,  and 
certainly  with  manifest  gairij  in  point  of  economy. 

In  most  of  the  districts,  where  a  male  teacher  is  employed  to  take  charge  of 
the  winter  school,  six  months  instruction  is  all  that  the  children  enjoy  the  whole 
^ear.  During  the  remaining  six  months,  their  attention  is  diverted  to  other  ob- 
jects, and  their  interest  in  their  books,  in  a  great  measure,  I08L  This  is  an  evil 
of  sufficient  maffnitude,  certainly,  to  require  attention.  To  remedy  it,  the  com- 
mittee are  imable  to  recommend  any  more  feaaibU  measure,  than  that  of  em- 
ploying, through  the  year,  and  by  the  year  if  you  please,  well  qualified  and  effi- 
cient female  teachers.  By  such  an  arrangement,  eight  or  nine  months  school- 
ing, instead  of  six,  mav  be  enjoyed,  and  the  happy  efiTects  of  it,  in  the  more  rapid 
advance  of  the  scholars,  in  intellectual  attainment,  must,  to  every  one,  be 
apparent 

Were  this  arrangement  to  be  generally  adopted,  the  prudential  commitlee  of 
each  district  would,  of  course,  engage  no  one,  (especially  as  teacher  of  the  win- 
ter school.)  who  had  not  been  prrnxd^  bv  previous  trial,  to  be  possessed  of  those 
qualifications,  (intellectual,  moral  and  physical,^  whid^  affi)rdoro7iiue  of  success, 
both  in  ieachiv^  and  governing.  And  (Aen,  it  might  be  needful  for  him,  as  well 
as  for  the  visiting  committee,  to  let  the  school  know,  at  its  commencement,  that 
anything  like  disorder  or  insubordination,  could  not,  and  would  not,  be  endur- 
ed,— no,  not  for  an  hour. 

In  carrying  such  an  arrangement  into  effect,  the  parent  too,  is  in  a  situation 
to  ^xert  an  influence,  greater  even  than  that  of  the  committee's  and  teachers' 
combined.  However  uttle  restraint  ho  may  see  fit  to  exercise  over  his  children 
at  home,  he  might  instil  into  their  minds,  the  idea,  that  vMe  in  9choi4,  they 
must  be  in  quiet  and  orderly  subjection  to  the  powers  that  be. 
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•r  two  odier  tople«  of  consideration,  your  committee,  before  closinff^  beg 
leave  to.  eugnjesL  One  is,  the  irregularity  of  9ome  scholars  in  their  attendance, 
and  the  tariuiess  of  nwmy  others,  *  *  The  bare  mention  of  these  evils,  it  is 
hoped,  will  prsvent,  in  some  measure,  at  leasts  their  future  recurrence. 

la  this  coniieetioQ,  the  qon^inittee  beg  leave  to  notice  another  evil,  which,  in 
tbeir  opinion,  ought  not  to  exist  RefereiH^e  is  had  to  the  customary  absence 
of  aome  schokirs,  «t  the  closing  examination  of  the  school.  This  practice, 
wherever  it  existis,  not  only  operates  injuriously  upon  the  individuals  themBelveSf 
inasniueh  as  it  takesi  awi^  one  of  the  strongest  stimulants  to  indu»tryy  while 
they  remain  in  school^  but  has  an  unhappy,  oden  pernicious,  influence  over  oth- 
era,  eapeeially  over  those  of  their  own  age,  who  dare  not  leave. 

Nor  should  the  feelings  of  the  Uadier  be  entirely  overlooked  in  this  matter. 
How  «li80ouragi«g  must  it  he  to  Aam,  after  toiling  long  and  anxiously  for  the 
good  of  his  pupils,  to  see  them  deserting  him,  at  the  very  time  when  he  is  de- 
arous  of  showing  what  difficulties  he  has  had  to  encounter,  and  what  success 
baa  attended  his  eflbrts.  The  committee  feel  constrained  to  express  their  de- 
cided diaapprobfttion  of  such  practice,  wherever  it  exists.   /^    •    « 

And  the  committee  are  not  without  hope,  that  parents  are  hepnmng  to  take 
a  more  lively  interest  in  the  improvement  of  their  of&pring,  m  every  part  of 
the  town*  At  least,  the  presence  of  so  many  fathers  and  mothers,  at  the  closing 
examination  of  the  several  schools,  and  the  apparent  pleasure  which  they 
seemed  to  derive  from  sa  exhibition  of  the  early  intellectual  improvement  of 
their  cliildren,  was  very  gratifying  to  the  committee,  and  is  construed  into  an 
omen  of  future  good.    *    ^    * 

SCHOOL  COAtMITTEE.— Djlvid  L.  Hunv,  Parsoits  Wear,  Simxon  IhcKBNSOir. 


HA  TT^TP  LiJl  J  ^^  ^  Population,  937.    Valuation,  J3 19,379  15. 

'        *       *       '       I        Nunnber  of  Public  Schools*  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  199 — In  Winter,  284. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  167 — ^In  Winter,  246. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  255. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  56  mths. — ^In  Summer,  26— In  Winter,  30. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.    — F.  7. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  4— F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^27  50 — ^To  Females,  $\t  43. 

(8)  Average  vahie  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 75— Of  Females,  $5  62. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\9  75— Of  Females,  ^6  81. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  %150, 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  jl48  75. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies^    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,       . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Acadmies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  80. — ^Aggre^ 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  J[189  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vskd. — £^Z/v^«-Webster's.  jRcadiiu;'— Rhetorical  Reader,  National  Reader,  In- 
troduction to  do.,  Young  Reader,  Child's  Guide,  Worcester's  Primer.  G^ammar-^Smithls. 
Geo^a^iy^-Olney's,  Malte*Brun's,  Peter  Parley's.  iirttAflicfic^^inilh's,  Colburn's,  Cmersons' 
1st  and  2d  Parts.  All  other»~^Day*3  Algebra,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S ,  Watts  on  the 
Mind,  Philosophy. 

Rehabk. — ^The  interest  of  the  Surplus  Revonue,  amounting  to  9113  7^  is 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  schools. 
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SxLxcTions  FEOM  Report.  *  *  While  the  committee  do  not  claim  for 
themselves  a  discharge  of  their  duties,  in  any  degree  commensurate  with  their 
importance,  they  would  respectfully  suggest,  that,  with  the  execution  of  one  or 
two  districts,  the  subject  of  our  Public  Schools  does  not  excite  that  deep  inter- 
est among  our  inhabitants  generally,  that  its  consequence  imperatively  demands. 
The  amount  of  monev  raised  for  their  support  is  generous,  and  the  idea  eeems 
to  be  too  prevalent,  that,  after  having  done  this,  we  have  discharged  our  whole 
dut^  ;  that  the  schools  will,  of  necessity,  prosper,  and  our  children  receive  the 
desired  benefit,  without  further  trouble  or  solicitude  on  our  part  If  any  evi- 
dence is  needed,  that  this  idea  is  entirely  fallacious  and  mistaken,  it  may  readily 
be  found  by  contrasting  the  condition  of  schools  in  those  towns,  where  an  ac- 
tive interest  is  felt  and  manifested,  with  those,  where  entire  or  partial  indifi^- 
rence  prevails ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  go  beyond  our  own  limits  to  observe  this 
contrast,  since  the  superior  advancement  made  by  some  of  our  schools  over 
others,  is  wholly  attributable  to  this  circumstance.    •    *    * 

I'he  committee  have  noticed,  in  some  of  the  schools,  a  disposition  to  engage 
in  studies,  which  but  ill  corresponded  with  the  attainments  ihade  by  the  scho- 
lar. They  would,  by  no  means,  discourage  the  study  of  algebra,  or  of  the 
higher  mathematics;  but  they  would,  in  all  cases,  recommend,  in  the  first 
place,  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  common  arithmetic.  Other  studies,  some 
of  them  of  a  metaphysical  character,  which  are  pnraued  in  our  schools,  are  im- 
portant in  themselves,  and,  at  the  proper  time,  should  receive  attention ;  but 
this  attention  cannot  often  be  prontablv  given,  until  after  the  learner  has  ob- 
tained a  knowledge  of  grammar,  or  at  least  of  reading  and  spelling.  In  con- 
clusion, the  committee  would  remark,  that  although  many  defects,  in  the  man- 
agement of  our  schools,  remain  to  be  corrected,  and  much  indifference  and 
even  apathy,  on  the  subject,  are  yet  to  be  overcome,  still  the  signs  are  propitious, 
and  they  have  little  doubt,  but  we  shall  soon  receive  the  full  benefit,  that  we 
are  entitled  to  expect  from  a  system  of  Public  Schools,  which  care  and  expe- 
rience will  yet  i-ender  perfect.    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Addison  L.  Peck. 


MIDDLEFIELD,     .     f ''' Sr^ri  L'Zti'''"'"' ~- 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  118— In  Winter,  201. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  Ihe  Schools — ^In  Summer,  97— -In  Winter,  159. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  246. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  aUend  School,  13. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  IS. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  53  mths. — In  Summer,  26  21— In  Winter,  26  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^^[22  28 — ^To  Females,  %\\  10. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Qf  Males,  %Z  00^-Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  5142S— Of  Females,  %b  10. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^510. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  j[425  fiO. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  24  1-6. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  93. — Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5339  84. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %  . — Income  from  same,  5 

Child's 
Arith- 
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Sblectioitb  rROM  Report.  *  *  It  has  been  the  assiduous  aim  of  your 
committee,  to  raise  the  standing  of  the  schools,  and  correct  es^isting  evils ;  and 
to  bring  to  notice  the  difference  between  a  knowledge  of  principles,  and  a  mere 
mechanical  operation  by  rules.  They  have  endeavored  to  make  it  manifest  to 
teachers,  that  a  minute,  accurate  and  familiar  knowledge  of  their  respective  du- 
ties, was  indispensably  necessary.  And  also,  that  the  march  of  Common 
School  improvement  would  demand,  from  year  to  year,  an  enlargement  of  their 
qufdifications.  A  due  subordination  and  respect  to  teachers,  has  been  enjoined 
upon  the  scholars,  not.  only  for  their  present  literary  advantage,  but  for  their 
more  permanent  usefulness  and  happiness,  as  citizens  of  a  free  government 

When  parents  have  taken  sufficient  interest  to  cooperate  with  teachers,  the 
effect  has  been  to  increase  their  diligence,  and  also  the  success  of  scholars. 
And  the  evil  arising  from  parental  neglect,  has  been  sensibly  manifest 

As  the  standing  of  a  school  will  rarely  rise  above  the  qualifications  of  the 
teacher,  it  must  he  a  palpable  consequence,  that  a  teacher  should  be  fitted  to 
fill  his  station.  Many  qualifications  need  to  be  fitly  balanced  an4  duly  harmo- 
nized, in  him,  tp  constitute  a  valuable  instructer  of  the  rising  youth.  It  is  not 
enough,  that  he  can  barely,  by  dint  of  labor,  knitting  his  brows  and  chafing  his 
forehead,  master  the  knotty  questions  that  come  Mfbre-  him.  It  is  desirable 
that  he  should  be  so  familiar,  that  he  can  turn  from  one  exercise  to  another 
with  ease  and  celerity.  A  snail-pace  movement,  in  a  teacher,  is  paralyzing  to 
the  natural  vivacity  of  youth. 

Strict  accuracy  should  not  be  overlooked.  The  inordinate  thirst  for  swift 
progress,  sometimes  makes  a  showy  school,  at  the  expense  of  minute  and  accu- 
rate knowledge.  _  *    •    * 

Considering  the  moderate  compensation  of  teachers,  and  the  thorough  ordeal 
of  inspection  through  which  they  |)ass,  a  tender  regard  for  their  reputation 
should  be  exercised.  A  restless  and  unbecoming  spirit,  in  any  member  of  the 
school  or  district,  should  be  frowned  upon  with  becoming  indignation.  If  this 
is  not  the  case,  and  teachers  are  turned  off  for  a  few  faults,  few  will  venture 
their  reputation  where  so  little  is  gained,  and  so  much  may  be  lost.  It  is,  per- 
haps, needless  to  say  ought  of  the  emolument  of  teachers,  because  that  will  be 
regulated  by  a  healthy  public  opinion.  Any  district  that  desires  their  school  to 
obtain  an  elevated  standing,  will  not  lose  their  object  for  want  of  liberal  com- 
pensation. 

The  difference  between  a  good  and  poor  school,  is  hardly  to  be  estimated  in 
dollars  and  cents,  ft  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  system  of  Common 
School  education,  is  both  the  cheapest  and  safest,  which  has  ever  been  devised. 
The  morals  of  the  youth  are  here  immediately  under  parental  inspection. 
Board  is  economically  furnished  under  their  own  roof  Those  who  neglect 
domestic  schools  for  foreign,  usually  pay  an  almost  incalculable  du|y,  on  every 
foreign  privilege. 

Your  committee  think,  that  both  private  and  public  good  demand  an  im- 
proved order  of  Common  Schools.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMfTTEC.-^ALKXANDER  Inghabi,  Orson  Spencer,  John  Ward,  Jr. 


Nm^T'tTAH/fr^TnTJ  J  (l)  Population,  S^76.    Valuation.  5806,245  50. 

I^UHl  UAMF I  UJ)/,     .       i       ^^^^^^^  ^f  public  Schools,  19. 

(2)  No.  of'Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  87J— In  Winter,  93S. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  730 — In  Winter,  817. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  894.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,      . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  50. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  137  mths. — In  Summer,  93 — In  Winter,  44. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  2— F.  20.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wiate^-M.  4— F.  17. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ;j;38  50— To  Females, ;J  14  10. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $B  85— Of  Females,  $6  13. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  g29  65— Of  Females,  $7  97. 
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(10)  AnMMint  of  noney  raised  by  tans  for  the  topport  of  SelMols,  inchidiaf  oaly  Ihe  wig^  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^3,795  SI. 

(11)  Amooat  of  board  and  Aiel,  if  any,  contribated  for  Publie  Scboolft,  g 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  l^^Aggregaie  of  months  kept,  10;~Airer6g;e  tiamber  otf 

Scholars,  70. — Agg^eg^ate  paid  for  tuition,  ^1,700. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  pf  months  kept^      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,       .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  g 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^3,413  IS.-^lnoome  from  same,  $fM  79. 

Books  used. — ^^;»«//tf^g'— Webster's^  Angell's  Series  and  Parson's  AnaWtical.  Readm^ 
Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Parker's  Reading  Exercises  and  Parley's  ffistory  of  the  Bible. 
Grammar — Kirkhaui's,  Smith's  and  Murray's.  Geography — ^Olney's,  Woodbridge's,  Willard'S, 
Huntington's,  Mahe-Bnin's.  Arithmetic — Adams',  Smith's,  Colburn's.  AU  tikers-^U^yH  and 
Colburn's  Algebra,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Comstock's  Chemistry^  Blake's  Natural  Phih»opby, 
Geography  of  the  Heavens,  Newman's  Rfaetorie,  Lincoln's  Botany. 

Remarks. — ^  About  one  fourth  of  the  districtg  board  their  teachers  and  fur- 
nish wood." 

^  Several  dtstricts  prolong  their  schools  by  subscription ;"  but  the  particulars 
are  not  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  Boys'  Centnil  School,  [the  Town 
Schopl,]  has  been  continued  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  as 

?rincipal,  with  one  assistant  in  summer,  and  two  assistants  in  the  winter  terms, 
'he  committee  requested  Mr.  Hubbard  to  submit  to  them,  in  writing,  any  sug- 
gestions, for  the  improvement  of  the  school,  which  he  thought  advisable  for  the 
town  to  adopt.  Th6y  have  received  such  a  communication  firom  him,  in  which 
he  recommends, — 

1st.  That  the  standard  of  admission  into  the  central  schools  should  be,  ae- 
qwremtnt  and  not  agty — and  tiiat,  to  entitle  a  pupil  to  admission,  he  should  be 
able  to  read  with  fluency,  and  spell  with  accuracy,  tlie  words  in  the  spelling 
book  ;  to  explain  the  power  of  the  letters ;  the  use  of  the  points  and  other  char- 
acters used  in  reading ;  the  nature  and  use  of  accent,  emphasis,  abbreviation, 
&c.;  to  be  master  of  Colburn's  Arithmetic,  or  its  equivalent;  to  be  able  to 
write  out  his  spelling  lessons  on  a  slate,  with  some  knowledge  of  drawing. 
He  also  discourages  the  use  of  pen  and  ink,  until  the  pupil  arrives  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years. 

This  subject  has  often  been  before  the  committee,  and  many  of  the  sugges- 
tions.are  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  town,  and  particularly  of  our  suc- 
cessors in  office.  The  multiplicity  of  classes,  in  these  central  schools,  is  a  great 
evil,  but  it  does  not  admit  of  a  remedy  while  the  only  requirement  for  admis- 
sion into  them  is  age,  and  while  piipils  are  admitted  at  all  times  of  the  year. 
To  prevent  a  portion  of  this  evil,  the  committee  would  recommend  the  adoption 
of  a  rule,  that  no  pupil  shall  be  admitted  into  the  central  schools,  except  at  the 
commencement  of  a  term; — that  if  the  pupil  will  become  ten  years  of  age,  be- 
fore the  middle  of  the  then  next  term,  he  shall  be  admitted  at  its  commence- 
ment,—otherwise,  at  the  commencement  of  the  succeeding  term.  This  rule 
will  enable  the  teachers  to  form  their  classes  at  the  commencement  of  a  term, 
and  the  arrangements  then  made  will  not  be  broken  up  by  subsequent  admis- 
sions. The  committee  are  aware,  that,  by  the  present  rule,  some  pupils  gain 
admission  into  the  central  schools,  who  are  much  more  fit  subjects  for  the  pri- 
mary schools;  and  also,  that  some  pupils,  in  the  latter,  have  made  such  pro- 
flciency  as  to  render  their  continuance  tJiere  of  little  benefit  to  themselves ;  yet 
they  have  been  unable  to  devise  any  mode,  as  a  remedy,  which  promised  to  be 
equal  and  satisfactory  to  the  town. 

2.  Mr.  Hubliard  recommends,  that  the  committee  should  designate  a  partial 
course  of  studies  for  the  summer  and  winter  terms,  to  wit,— reading,  spelling, 
arithmetic,  geography  and  grammar ;  Latin,  Greek,  algebra  and  geometry,  for 
each  term ;  botany  and  mineralogy  for  the  summer  term ;  book-keeping,  sur- 
veying, astronomy  and  chemistry,  for  the  winter  term.  Also,  that  those  pupils 
who  write,  during  the  summer  term,  should  be  excluded  from  the  writing 
classes  in  the  winter,  and  vice  versa. 
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The  committee  approve  of  theie  wimmioin*  Saich  ^  arrangement  would 
diminjah  the  number  of  claBodB>  aa  well  aa  enable  the  teaehera  to  beatow  more 
time  upon  the  particular  iNranchea^  when  they  came  up  in  their  courae.  When 
the  Bcnools  are  large,  writing  could  be  tauj^ht  in  diviaioiia,  or  aa  an  ezerciae 
once  or  twice  a  week.  There  ia  no  necessity  that  a  pupU  ahould  have  an  exer- 
cise in  writing,  every  day  of  the  term.  Many  learn  the  rudiments,  and  write 
welt,  with  twenty  or  thirty  lessons :  besides  this,  the  great  amount  of  time  con- 
sumed by  it  can  poorly  be  spared  from  other  studies,  of  equal,  if  not  greater 
importance. 

3d.  The  third  recomatiendatioQ  ia,  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  a  suita- 
ble case  for  the  library  in  the  Boys'  Central  Scfeml,  and  also  to  procure  for  the 
library,  and  for  libraries  in  the  primary  achoola,  the  aeriea  now  publishing  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  the  Beard  of  Education.  The  library  in  the  Boys^ 
Central  School  now  consists  of  about  800  volumes,  and  contains  many  valuable 
works.  A  case,  for  their  more  secure  preservation,  is  much  needed,  and  the 
committee  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $S0  for  that  purpose.  If  tlie  town 
should  see  fit  to  add  the  Ltbranr  of  the  Board  of  Education,  it  would  be  an  ex* 
penditure  for  which  they  would  receive  a  full  equivalent  The  committee  also 
recommend,  that  the  pupils  in  the  Girls'  Central  School  be  admitted  to  the 
jirivileges  of  the  library.  The  procuring  of  libraries  for  the  primary  schools  ia 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  tiie  several  districts,  and  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  subject  to  their  special  Consideration. 

4th.  Mr.  Hubbard's  fourth  suggestion  relates  to  apparatus  for  the  school. 
He  recommends  the  procurement  of  such  an  addition  to  the  philosophical  and 
chemical  apparatus,  as  will  enable  the  teachers  to  go  through  a  course  of  ex- 
periments in  those  branches ;  and  also  the  procurement  of  a  case,  for  a  cabinet 
of  minerals  and  curiosities. 

A  few  months  since,  a  subscription  was  opened,  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing the  additional  apparatus,  recommended  by  Mr.  Hubbara.  Eighty-six  dollars 
were  Bubscrihed,  on  condition,  that  the  whole  amount  subscribed  should  not  be 
less  tlian  $100.  The  committee  recommend,  that  the  town  supply  the  deficien- 
cy in  the  subscription,  together  with  a  further  sum,  sufficient  to  defray  tlie  ex- 
pense of  purchasing,  and  Qie  freight  of,  the  apparatus.  If  the  town  shall  make  an 
appropriation  for  a  library  case,  the  present  case  will  answer  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  specimens  in  botany,  mineralogy,  geology  and  curiosities,  for  a  few 
years.    •    *    • 

5th.  The  last  subject  of  recommendation,  bv  Mr.  Hubbard,  is  vocal  music. 
We  quote  from  his  communication.  "  Let  vocal  music  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  regular  branches;  as  much  so  as  arithmetic,  lam  thoroughly  con- 
vinced ofthe  practicability  of  its  introduction,  generally,  into  Common  Schools; 
and  I  helieve  it  is  only  necessary  fairly  to  make  the  experiment,  to  convince 
the  public  of  its  great  utility.  It  is  high  time  the  doctrine  be  exploded,  that  the 
musician,  like  the  poet,  is  born  so.  Not  that  all  can  become  equally  good 
singers,  any  more  than  all  can  become  good  readers ;  but  all  can  read ;  and  so, 
I  think,  all  can  sing.  In  my  school,  the  young  boys  all  sing.  1  believe  there 
is  not  one  exception.  Many  of  the  older  ones  do  not.  A  boy,  that  knows 
something  of  music,  will  learn  to  read  more  readily,  and  become  a  better 
leader,  than  one  who  does  not.  I  am  satisfied,  that  music  exerts  a  salutary 
influence  upon  the  moral  character,  and  tends  greatly  to  soften  and  improve 
the  manners.  Where  music  is  taught,  a  school  may  be  much  more  easily 
governed,  and  why  should  not  this  part  of  our  nature  be  cultivated  as  well  as 
others?" 

The  committee  introduce  this  evidence,  because  it  comes  from  one,  who 
never  himself  sings,  and  who  is  wholly  unacquainted  with  music  as  a  science ; 
of  course,  he  judges  only  from  its  practical  efiects,  without  either  prepossession 
or  prejudice.  The  committee  fully  adopt  the  opinion,  that,  where  there  is  no 
organic  or  functional  disease  of  the  organ  of  hearing,  all  children  may  be 
taught  to  sins,  if  the  exercise  commence  very  early  in  life.  As  to  the  effects 
of  music  on  the  moral  character  and  manners  of  the  pupils,  and  the  discipline 
ofthe  school,  we  can  only  add,  that  our  fondest  anticipations  were  realized, 
and  our  experience  harmonizes  with  that  ofthe  greatest  of  uninspired  poets : 
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"—Do  bat  note  a  wild  and  wanton  herd, 

Or  raee  of  jcmthful  and  anhandled  eolts, 

Fetching  mad  bounds,  bellowing,  and  neighing  loud. 

Which  is  the  hot  condition  of  their  blood ; 

If  they  p6rchanee  but  hear  a  trumpet  sounds 

O  any  air  of  music  touch  their  ears. 

You  shall  perceive  them  make  a  mutual  stand, 

Their  savage  eyes  turned  to  a  modest  gaze, 

Bj  the  sweet  power  of  music }  therefore  the  poet 

Did  feign  that  Orpheus  drew  trees,  stones,  and  floods } 

Since  nought  so  stockish,  hard,  and  full  of  rage, 

But  music  for  the  time  doth  change  his  nature  j— 

The  man  that  hath  no  music  in  himself, 

Nor  is  not  moved  with  concord  of  sweet  sounds. 

Is  fit  for  treasons,  stratagems  and  spoils." 

The  comBiittee  have  employed  Col^  Barr  to  give  instruction  in  music  in  the 
central  schools,  two  lessons  in  each  school  per  week,  until  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent term.  They  most  urgently  and  respectfully  recommend,  that,  in  all  the 
primary  schools,  where  the  teachers  can  sing,  they  introduce  vocal  music, 
as  one  of  the  exercises  of  the  school.    *    *    • 

Our  laws  are  very  particular,  in  requiring  teachers  to  spend  a  portion  of 
their  time,  in  communicating  moral  truths  to  their  pupils.  This  nas  been 
done,  to  some  extent ;  but  the  committee  apprehend,  that,  in  some  cases,  moral 
instruction  has  been  wholly  omitted.  The  means  of  doing  evil  are  infinitely 
increased  by  knowledge,  and  moral  truth  strongly  impressed  upon  the  heart, 
is  die  onlv  efiectual  check,  which  we  can  apply  ror  its  correction. 

The  behavior  of  the  pupils,  both  in  and  out  of  school,  should  also  be  a  sub- 
ject of  watchful  care,  both  bv  parents  and  teachers ; — that  their  demeanor 
towards  each  other  should  be  kind  and  obliging,  and  respectful  toward  supe- 
riors and  the  aged ; — and  that  all  games  of  hazard,  obscenity,  profanity,  idleness, 
quarrelling,  wanderine  in  the  streets,  or  haunting  places  of  dissipation,  should 
be  discountenanced.  Parents,  especially,  ought  always  to  feel,  in  relation  to 
their  children,  that  the  price  of  virtue  is  ceaseless  vigilance.    *    *    * 

The  subject  of  class  and  text  books  has  been  one  of  great  perplexity  to  the 
committee.  Manv  books  now  in  use  are  worthless,  and  there  is  a  continued 
pressure  of  the  old  and  trashy  matter  dressed  up  for  the  occasion.  Hie  com- 
mittee look,  with  no  little  anxiety,  for  the  books  to  be  recommended  by  die 
Board  of  Education,  as  the  only  hope  of  relief 

Agreeably  to  the  permanent  regulation  of  the  town  on  that  subject,  five 
new  brick  schoolhouses  have  been  completed.  They  are  all  buildings  which 
will  do  honor  to  the  town,  pleasant  without,  and  commodious  within.  A  small 
bell,  to  call  the  children  together,  and  a  clock  in  the  principal  room  of  each, 
would  be  a  pleasant  and  useful  addition.    *    •    « 

On  the  subject  of  appropriations,  while  the  committee  can  feelingly  sympa- 
thize with  the  spirit,  which  calls  for  retrenchment  in  the  expenses  of  the  town, 
yet  they  hope,  that  the  appropriations  for  schools  will  be  the  last,  the  very  last, 
which  shall  come  under  the  knife.  With  the  present  appropriations,  the  com- 
mittee can  hardiv  keeji  the  schools  in  their  present  organization.  Our  schools 
are  the  heart  and  arteries  of  our  well  being,  and  any  wound  here  must  be  felt 
in  every  extremity  of  the  body.    »    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Wm.  Alleh,  Oliver  Wabver,  R.  W.  Hubbard,  Isaac 
Clark. 


NORWICH  .  Ul)  Population,  714.    Valuation,  5131,4S6  00. 

'  '      '       '      '       (       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 
(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  171— In  Winter,  202. 
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(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  158 — In  Winter,  18S. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  20S.^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  12. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  SS— In  Winter,  25  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  ^-F.  S. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $ftl  00— To  Females,  $}  1  41. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^6  00-Of  Females,  gS  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-^Of  Males,  gl5  00— Of  Females,  $5  41. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $900. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $292, 

(12)  No.  of  mcorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars^     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $      . 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2.^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30.— Aggre* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^28  80. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  uskd. — fijpc^tf^^— Webster's  Dictionary.  Reading — Angelas  Series,  Nos.  1,  2,  3 
and  4^  Rhetorical  Reader.  {Trcimmar— Smith's.  Creo^TopAy— Oiney's,  Parley's.  ArWunetic 
—Smith's.    All  others — Blake's  and  Phelps'  Philosophy,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 

Sexections  from  Report.  •  *  *  The  committee  think  that  there  has 
been  good  order  and  discipline  maintained,  generally,  and  that  the  schools  have 
improved  as  much  as  could  reasonably  have  been  expected. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  school  in  district  No.  1,  labors  under 
a  disadvantage,  in  having  too  many  scholars  collected  under  the  care  of  a  sin- 
gle teacher,  there  having  been,  the  past  winter,  as  many  as  sixty,  or  near  that 
number,  including  a  number  of  quite  small  ones.  The  location  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  schoolhouse,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  un&vorable 
to  the  advancement  and  improvement  of  the  school. 

The  committee  are  well  aware,  that  it  requires  much  prudence,  wisdom  and 
judgment,  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  that  he  needs  many  qualifications,  |o 
enable  him  to  conduct  the  school  with  profit  to  the  scholars,  and  pleasure  to 
himself — furthermore,  the  teachers  need  the  cordial  support  and  confidence  of 
the  parents.  Parents  ought  to  acquiesce,  as  much  as  m  them  lies,  with  the 
teacher,  in  the  management  and  eovemment  of  the  school,  and  be  very  careful 
how  they  speak  about  their  teacher,  before  their  children,  that  they  may  not 
become  prejudiced  against  him.    *    *    * 

Parents  in  this  place,  do  not  take  sufiScient  interest  in  the  schools,  nor  do 
thev  visit  them  so  often  as  they  ought  Much  has  been  done,  which  has  result- 
ed in  the  benefit  of  our  Common  Schools,  and  there  remains  much  more  to  be 
done.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— BiLLiMos  Coxt,  Whitman  Wright,  Abner  Sampson. 


_  ^  _-     --  c  (1)  Population,  957.    Valuation,  ;;i51,S73 25. 

ft^LitlAm^       ....       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  189 — In  Winter,  280. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  153 — In  Winter,  ^10. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  265.— No.  of  persons  Qnder  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  6.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  32  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  18 — ^In  Winter,  14  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wmter— M.  5— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  %\^  30— To  Females,  %^  91* 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %^  00.— Of  Females,  ^4  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^13  30— Of  Females,  %h  41 
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(10)  Amount  of  moo^  nmA  by  taxei  for  tU  nup^iLof  Qebooliy  UlcladiBg  wly  Um  «8c;«t  of 

Toscten,  boMd  and  ibel^  f  4O0i 

(11)  AnKmn^  of  board  an4  (uol,  if  any^  eon^iAled  for  P«hUq  Seboolt,  B^- 

(1S>  No.  of  ioforpanled  Aqadfnvea,    4-**Af(paKato  of  nonilii  kopt,    vp^yera^^  No.  of 

Seholaniy     «»*«iA||giasato  paid  for  Uittion,  $ 
{Vi\  No.  of  iminforfQcaM  Acadamiea,  Privato  Sebooto,  an4  ^qbooU  kepi  to  prolong  QommoD 

Schools,  J,-p*Aggn«»le  of  moiobs  kapik,  ^.^Avaraga  No.  of  ^bolaifs,  3&>*-rAggTe- 

gata  paid  fov  luiiiai^  $90* 
(U)  Awotwi  of  JHoqal  PundQ,  g.       .-^mosm  from  lanieA  $ 

Books  U8KD.^fijp«0vf^gw-W«Ks^s  Spelling  Book  and  Dictionary.  Readin^^Potist'a  and 
Pierpont's  Books.  Graminar— Webster's.  C^o^rrapfcy— OIney's  and  Parley's.  Arithmetic^ 
€^lburn*s  First  Lessons,  Adnms'  New,  Smill^s,  Bmeraon's.  All  oM^rswDay'a  Alsebra, 
Hedge's  Logic,  Watts  on  the  Mind»  Comstoek's  Philoropby,  GoodricVs  History,  GooM's  and 
Stoddard's  Latin  Grammar^  ^^9!^t  Cicero's  Oration4»  Greek  Reader^ 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  improvement  of  your  schools  has, 
as  a  general  thing,  been  aa  ^ood  as  we  bad  reason  to  anticipate.  The  Com- 
mon Schools  of  this  town  will,  we  believe,  bear  a  comparison  with  those  of  any 
of  the  surrounding  towns.  Buti  though  much  has  been  dant  for  your  schools  in 
years  past,  there  still  remains  nwch  tobe^done*  Your  schools  aiie  &r,  very  far, 
from  what  they  should  be. 

You  will  undoubtedly  admit,  that  the  Common  School,  which  is  the  only 
neaas  of  acqulriag  an  education  that  nine  tenths  ef  the  rising  generation  enjoy, 
should  be  of  such  a  character,  as  to  afford  fiicilitieB  lor  obtaining  thai  knowl- 
edge, which  is  to  fit  and  prepare  them  for  the  active  and  necessary  duties  of 

i)o  your  schools  afibrd  these  fboilitiev?  How  many  of  those  wfaA  have  left 
the  schools,  during  the  last  five  years,  are  now  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  town  officers,  in  a  proper  manner?  How  many  of  them  are  able  to  keep  a 
correct  book  of  accounts?  How  many  of  them  can  write  a  decent  business 
letter?  How  many  of  them  can  cast  the  interest  on  a  note  or  bond,  with  half  a 
dozen  payments  ?  How  many  of  them  can  read  a  paragraph  from  a  bi^orical 
or  poetical  work,  in  a  correct  and  intelligent  manoer?  It  i»  enough  £6r  ua  to 
say,  that  cdi  of  them  cannot  And  were  a  strict  examination  to  be  bad  m  this, 
we  fear  the  number  would  be  found  smaller  than  you  suppose. 

It  is  evident  there  must  be  a  defect  awmii^ure,  the  parents,  scholars,  or  teach- 
ers must  be  the  cause  of  this  defect.  Undoubtedly,  soma  pokion  of  tiie  blams 
may  be  attributed  to  each.  Parents  have  not,  at  all  times,  been  careful  to  se- 
cure the  attendance  of  their  children,  and  provide  the  books  they  nee4ed.  But 
to  the  honor  of  the  town  be  it  spoken,  your  committee  have  not,  during  the 
past  year,  once  heard  that  teacher-killing,  owl-song  story,  *^  Father  says  we 
must  wear  out  our  M  hooka,  before  he  can  get  us  new  ones."  Scholara  have, 
in  some  instances,  neglected  to  improve  their  opportunities,  as  they  should 
have  done.  That  there  will  be  some  of  this  class,  is  to  be  expected,  but  deeply 
to  be  lamented.  We  deem  it  but  justice  to  say,  however,  that,  with  very  fevr 
exceptions,  the  children  and  youth  have,  the  past  year,  manifested  a  good  de- 
gree of  interest  in  their  studies.  In  some  instances,  uncommon  exertion  has 
been  made,  on  the  part  of  the  scholars.  If^  then,  neither  parents  nor  scholars 
are  primarily  and  principally  at  fault  in  this  matter,  teachers  (or  rather  those 
who  have  assumed  the  name,)  must  answer  to  the  charge  of  inefficiency.  And 
this,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is  the  main  cause  of  the  evil  under  con- 
sideration. Our  teachers  have  not  been,  and  are  not  now,  as  a  general  thing, 
properly  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  responsible  station.  There  is 
a  great  deal  of  quackery  in  this  business.  And  too  often,  alas !  as  is  the  case 
with  other  quacks,  the  charlatanic  teacher  bears  away  the  palm.  ^  *  But, 
perhaps  some  will  say,  *^it  is  the  duty  of  committees  to  guard  against  the  ad- 
mission of  unqualified  teachers  into  the  sehoolft"  This  is  very  true, — ^it  if 
their  duty.  But  the  situation  of  committees  is  often  such,  that  they  are  under 
the  necessity,.  ^  out  of  two  evils,  to  choose  the  least"  Demand,  in  most  cases, 
creates  supply ;  and,  so  long  as  there  is  a  demand  for  unqualified  teachers,^  so 
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kMTf  you  will  be  sapplted  with  chtin,«-^tlie  wishes  and  exertionfl  of  school  eotn« 
mittees,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  place  the 
standard  of  education  high,  depend  ufion  it,  teachers  will  strive  to  come  up  to 
ityv^-^ttlid  they  will  come  up  to  it.  Uphold  your  committee  in  putting  their  veto 
^^upoa  any  unconstitutional  biU^  in  the  shape  of  a  teacher.  See  that  the  upper 
and  Unoer  bouses^  where  your  *'  little  democracies"  assemble  from  day  to  day, 
are  kept  In  good  repair,  comfortable  and  convenient.  Invite  your  teachers  to 
your  hous^  ei^iecially  when  strangers.  Visit  your  schools ;— one  visit  of  half 
an  bour  will  do  more  to  convince  your  children  that  you  take  an  interest  in 
what  they  are.  doing,  than  talking  a  whole  week.  Tlie  parents  are  too  negli* 
geni,  j^enerBlly,  in  this  respecL  *  *  Place  not  the  discharge  of  this  duty 
solely  in  the  hands  of  your  committee.  Children  know,  very  well,  that  their 
parents  are  more  intimately  concerned  in  their  welfare  than  a  committee,  how- 
ever fiiithful  that  committee  may  be.  Arrangements  should  be  made,  in  every 
district,  so  that  one  or  more  of  the  parents  may  visit  the  school  every  week. 
In  the  summer,  the  mothers  might  attend  to  this  business.    *    *    * 

The  amount  of  responsibility  resting  upon  [larents,  teachers  and  school  com- 
mittees, is  vast  and  hardly  to  be  conceived,  especially  by  those  who  have  ^iven 
but  little  attention  to  the  subject.  Upon  the  bias  given  to  the  mind  of  the  rising 
generation,  in  the  Common  Schools,  the  happiness  of  society  and  the  stability 
of  our  civil  and  religious  institutions  mainly  depend.  Hence,  it  is  vastly  impor- 
tant that  the  ^'  light,"  which  shines  from  them,  be  not  *<  darkness."  And  that 
state,  lown,  soci^t^,  or  individual,  that  wantonly  trifles  with  the  education  of 
the  rising  generation,  by  witholding  the  necessary  legislation  and  fostering  care, 
or  placing  those  to  guard  the  avenues  of  knowledge,  who  are  not  competent 
for  the  discharge  of  the  important  duty,  will,  as  sure  as  effect  follows  cause, 
ere  long  receive  the  bitter  fruits  of  its  doings.  Massachusetts  has  taken  a  i)0- 
ble  stand  in  the  cause  of  general  education.  She  has  furnished  the  principles 
of  a  good  system.  Let  none  of  her  children,  especially  let  not  Pelham,  prove 
reckless  to  her  motherly  advice  and  example. 

SCHOOL  COMMITT£E.^Calvin  D.  Eatoh,  Isaac  L.  Brown. 


or  A  TJiTZ^TEy  r  J-k  ((I)  Population,  865.    V9i\aaLiion,  $\Blf614iQO. 

I^I^AII\l*l±sL,U,        .       .        I        Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  208— In  Winter,  254. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  167 — In  Winter,  174. 

(4)  'No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  S44. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  aUend  School,  9.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  46  mths.— In  Summer,  25  14.— In  Winter,  20  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — f .  7.— No  of  Teachers  in  Winlei^M.  7— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^23  47— To  Females,  ^10  58. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  monih— Of  Males,  58  85— Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $H  62 — ^Of  Females,  5*  58* 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  tte  support  of  Schools,  including  ouly  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $400, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^1  !• 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .-^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    «— Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,        .-»Aggxe- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $      ,  ^ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $         .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— Spewing-— W^ebster's.  iSearfing^-Worcesier's  Primer,  AngelPs  Series  and 
Rhetorical  Reader.  Orammar-^SmWs.  Geoffraphy^Peler  Parley's  and  Malte-Brun's. 
AriUtmetic—Colbarn'a  First  Lessons,  Adams'.  All  oihers-~B\b\e,  Webster's  Dictionary,  Good* 
rich's  History,  Blake's  Philosophy  and  Chemistry. 
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RsMABK. — ^The  Items  for  one  diBtrict,  which  is  united  with  a  district  in  Savoy, 
are  not  here  included. 

SELEcf  losrs  FROM  RspORT.  *  *  Our  school  system  labors  under  the  foU 
lowing  evils.  First,  we  have  not  a  supply  of  thorough  teachers  j  therefore,  are 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  employing  such  as  we  should  otherwise  reject  An- 
other serious  evil  is,  parents  do  not  take  that  interest  in  our  Common  Schools, 
which  the  cause  demands ;  nor  do  they  impart  that  salutary  influence  to  tiieir 
children,  which  is  calculated  to  inspire  in  them  respect  to,  and  confidence  in, 
their  teacher.  *  *  The  school  teachers  task  is  not  an  easy  one,  but  one  of 
intense  anxiety.  He  needs  all  the  assistance  that  a  district  can  render  him, 
by  way  of  staying  up  his  hands,  and  our  own  interest  demands  this  effort  on 
our  part    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Albkrt  Dter,  Jusiah  F.  Rzjlde,  Wm.  N.  Ford,  J.  Bar- 
ber, Samujci.  Dyer. 


PRP^Cn T'T  $ ^ ^ )  Population, 788.    Valuation,  $  120,991  00. 

^^^ ^^^J^J-j       '       .       •       I       j»juinber  of  Public  Schools, 5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  132— lu  Winter,  179. 

(3)  Average  aiiendance  in  the  Schools-^In  Summer,  104— In  Winter,  124. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  207.'^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  6.— No.  over  16  3'ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  28  mths.  21  days  — In  Summer,  14  25-^In  Winter,  13  24. 
(6  j  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  5.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^20  60— To  Females,  ^9  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gd  00— Of  Females,  ^4  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\5  60— Of  Females,  g5  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;g[300. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  f^tr  Public  Schools,  ^^160  50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commos 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,        . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      . — ^Aggre* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  j^ 

(14)  Auiouut  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  U8ED.—£(^//tng^— Webster's  Reading — First  and  Second  Class  Rooks,  Child's 
Guide,  Porter's  AnHlynis.  Grammars-Smith's  and  Pond's  Murray's.  Geography-~0\aey's, 
Peter  Parley's.    Arithmetic'^Adams^  New,  Smith's. 

# 

Selections  FROM  Report.  *  *  A  black-hoard,  of  at  least  four  feet  square, 
should,  in  our  opinion,  he  found  in  every  sciioolheuse.  It  is  ]ndit>])ensalile  to 
a  prosecution  of  the  study  of  arithmetic.  *  *  We  think,  that,  in  most  res- 
pects, our  schools  have  been  well  conducted  forthe  past  year.  In  the  business 
of  prescribing  and  furnishing  books,  we  have  not  acted  up  to  the  full  intent  of 
the  law.  We  feel,  that  somethinff  more  should  be  done.  Hut  the  work  is  dif- 
ficult and  delicate  to  manage.  We  cannot  close,  without  earnestly  entreating 
our  fellow  citizens  to  give  their  increased  attention  to  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion.   *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTER— Alfiikus  Thomas,  Joel  Fjsm. 
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SO  UTH  HADLE  Y,    .    J  <"  i^'""!''""' ]:^:  /''"f^'  *""'^' ~- 

'  I       dumber  of  Fublie  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ag^s  in  all  the  Schools—In  Summer,  294— In  Winter,  361. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— lu  Summer,  228— In  Winter,  290. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  397. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  ag^e  who  attend  School,  12. — No.  over  16  years  of  ag^e  who  attend  School,  15. 
(^)  Aggrejgfate  length  of  the  Schools,  S6  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  33  21— In  Winter,  23. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5 — F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $^36  50— To  Females,  ^13  91. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00— Of  Females,  ^5  91. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\d  50— Of  Females,  $B  0O.< 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $\fX}0. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  %H1 50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10. — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  100. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ;^  1,200. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  23.— Aggro- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^$[254  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  % 

Books  u8ED.—5;tf//>fi^— Webster's  Elementary.  iS^aflfiiig^-Child's  Guide,  Intelligent  and 
Improved  lieadcrs,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader.  Grramimtr— Smith's.  Geo^mpA;^— Parley's 
and  OIney's.  ArUhmeiic—Etmeinoii'ny  Colburn's  and  Adauu'.  AU  o</ier«— Goodrich's  Histo- 
ry, Blair's  Rbetpric  and  Day's  Algebra. 

Remark. — ^The  income,  $156,  of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  which  is  $2,600,  is 
appropriateii  to  the  support  of  schools. 

Selections  from  Report  *  *  The  school  committee  *  *  are  happy 
in  being  able  to  say,  titat,  in  their  visitation  and  examination  of  the  schools,  they 
have  found  them  generally,  as  to  government  and  evidence  of  industry  in  the 
scholars,  in  a  state  somewhat  better  than  the  previous  year.    ^    *    * 

The  committee  would  now  ask  permission  to  suggest  some  things,  which 
would  contribute  to  improve  the  condition  of  our  Common  Schools.  We  would 
ask  attention,  first,  to  the  sclioolhouses  iti  town.  The  committee  are  pained  to 
say,  that  there  are  only  two  or  tliree  houses,  which  are  at  all  fit  for  the  olject 
for  which  they  are  used.  All  the  houses,  certainly  but  two,  are  in  bad  situa- 
tions, being  located  well  nigh  in  the  public  street.  They  are  all  too  small,  and 
too  low,  and  are  not  provided  with  any  suitable  method  of  ventilation.  The 
committee  would  regard  it  a  favor,  if  a  majority  of  the  existing  schoolhouses 
should  speedily  cease  to  be,  and  their  places  be  supplied  with  something  more 
like  what  is  needed.  To  us  it  apftears  that  a  school  house,  instead  of  being  in 
the  highway,  should  be  several  rods  from  the  street ;  should  there  lie  encircled 
with  at  least  half  an  acre  of  ground,  where  the  scholars  may  carry  on  their 
sports  to  their  own  satisfaction,  and  without  molestation  to  neighboring  fields. 
Then  the  house  should  be  in  size,  form,  appearance,  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence, such  as  to  make  it  an  inviting  spot  to  children.  And,  if  each  house  was 
furnished  with  maps  and  glol)es,  under  proper  regulations,  we  believe  it  would 
give  to  the  place  additional  attractions,  in  the  view  of  the  youthful  mind.  *  *  * 

Secondly,  the  committee  cannot  but  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  qualifications 
of  teachers.  *  *  We  suppose  it  may  sometimes  be  difiictilt  for  the  pruden- 
tial committee  to  find  individuals,  whose  character,  as  teachers,  has  l)een  suc- 
cessfully tested.  Yet  they  can  hardly  ()e  too  careful  in  the  selection  of  those, 
whom  they  propose  for  the  business  of  teaching.  The  governing  considera- 
tion with  the  prudential  committee,  should  be,  a  regard  to  the  highest,  best, 
and  fullest  qualifications  for  teaching.  The  question  should  not  be,  whether 
the  individual  is  a  personal  friend ;  whether  it  will  be  particularly  convenient 
for  him  to  teach  in  a  given  district ;  or  whether  he  can  be  got  cheaply ;  nor  ' 
■imply,  whether  he  has  learning  enough ;  or  is  good  in  his  morals;  or  is  likely 
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to  govern  well ;  but  whether  his  qualifications,  in  all  these  respectE^  are  attcbt 
as  make  him  competent  for  the  work  of  instructing.  In  this  connection,  we 
would  express  our  sense  of  the  importance  of  having  those,  seh^cted  as  candi- 
dates for  teaciiing,  presented  for  examination,  beiore  they  commence  their 
schools.    In  too  many  cases,  this»  has  been  neglected.    *    *    * 

Thirdly,  the  committee  would  ask  particular  attention  to  the  subject  of 
Union  Schools,  The  law  now  ftrovidcs,  that  two  or  more  districts  may  unite  and 
maintain  a  Union  School,  in  addition  to  the  district  schools.    *    -*     * 

The  committee  would  rejoice  to  see  this  arrangement  carried  out.  if  it 
could  be,  they  believe  it  would  greatly  increase  the  advantages  of  education  to  all 
our  children  and  youth.  These  union  schools  would  be  public  free  schools, 
supported  by  appropriation  from  the  money  raised  for  Common  Schools.  They 
may  be  kept  during  the  symmer  and  winter,  or  during  the  winter  only.  They 
would  he  furnished  with  male  teachers  of  first  rate  qualifications,  and,  while 
they  are  in  operation,  the  district  schools  could  be  supplied  with  female  teach- 
ers of  first  rate  qualifications  for  their  place.  By  this  arrangement,  the  younger 
children  in  the  district  schools  could  receive  more  direct  and  efficient  atten- 
tion, while  the  older  children,  in  the  union  schools,  would  enjoy  superior  ad- 
vantages. 

Fourthly,  on  the  subject  of  books,  the  committee  would  express  their  views 
of  the  importance  of  uniformity  in  the  books  used  throughout  the  schools.  *  ** 

There  are  three  points  of  parental  regard,  we  would  here  notice.  1.  The 
eonatant  attendance  of  their  children.  Some  parents  allow  their  children  to  be 
absent  two  or  three  half  days  of  every  week,  perhaps,  and  yet  think  it  strange 
they  do  not  make  more  progress ;  and  sometimes  will  lay,  at  the  door  of  the 
teachena,  a  fault,  which  ought  to  he  laid  at  their  own  door.    *    *    * 

2.  The  early  attendance  of  children.  Some  parents  are  not  particular  whe- 
ther their  children  get  to  school  at  the  time  of  opening,  or  a  half  an  hour,  or  an 
hour  after  the  time.  This  is  a  serious  evil.  It  is  ollen  the  subject  of  complaint 
by  teachers.  Tardy  scholars  ore  often  a  sad  interruption  to  school  exerciser. 
Such  scholars,  too,  sulject  themselves  to  a  loss  of  instruction,  prevent  their 
own  interest  in  the  school,  beside  acquiring  the  habit  of  being  aiter  the  time, 
which  is  a  very  bad  trait  of  character,  With  which  to  enter  on  the  duties  of 
life.    *    *    * 

3'  The  visitation  of  schools  by  parents.  It  contributes  not  a  little  to  the 
encouragement  of  teachers  and  is  a  ^reat  stimulus  to  children,  to  have  the 
schools  visited,  not  only  by  the  committee,  but  by  parents,  generally,  in  the 
district  Parents  ought  to  have  interest  enough,  in  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren, to  visit  them  in  school,  at  least  once  a  month.  But  when  is  this  the 
case  ?  In  what  district  do  twelve,  or  even  six,  parents,  (out  of  the  committee,) 
go  into  the  school  during  tiie  term,  except  at  examination ;  and,  at  examination, 
we  have  never  seen  as  many  parents  present  as  there  ought  to  be.  We  do 
trust,  that  parents  will  awake  to  this  important  and  interesting  duty.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— J.  D.  Condit,  Jocl  Miller,  Daniel  Pairs. 


SOUTH  AMP  TON,    .     J  «'>  C"'^'""':'i'lf '  ^^"^'T  **"'"*  *"• 

'  C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(9)  No.  of  Scholar»  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Summer,  !2d0^1n  Winter,  316. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  180— lu  Winter,  234. 

(4)  No.  of  person<i  between  4  and  16  years  <if  age  in  the  town,  313. — No.  of  person.^  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  33. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  uf  the  Schools,  58  mths.— In  Summer,  3I^In  Winter,  27. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wiiiier— M.  3— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $^  0(^To  Femalea,  $1'^  11 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $^  00^-Of  Females,  $(i  00« 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\b  OO^-Of  Females,  $1  It 
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(10)  AfBiQBl of  mMNgrmifed  kgr  Isiies  hi' Ike  fopfort  of  MmmI*,  pekidlpt  ^^^h  ^  «««e*<'^ 

TeteUen,  boafd  Md  ftiel,  ^MD^ 

(11)  AmoifoC  of  boanr  and  ru«i,  if  any*;  eontrtbnled  fof  Publie  8foliooliy  (360. 

(K)  No.  or  iBcorporatDBd  Academies,  1.— 'Aggrpgate  of  montln  kept,  K-^Aferage  No;  0f 
Scbolais,  20. — Aggregate  paid  for  luilioo.  5 140. 

(13)  No.  of  uoincorporated  Acaderoiesit  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kepi  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,    .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      •— Aggre- 
gatrpsid  ibr  tnition,  ^    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g        .—Income  from  s^me,  $ 

BooK8D8EO.—fi|p«/2»^gv— Webster's.  J{e<u2lr^[>—Angen's  Series.  Gramiiuir— Smith's.  6p«* 
0|7-ap/iy— MaliO'Brun's.  Olney's.  i4rie/iw«/tc— Smith's  and  Colburu's.  All  others  Good- 
nch's  and  Peter  Parley's  Histories,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  &c. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  There  are  some  children,  of  a  suitable 
age,  in  the  town,  who,  through  the  remissness  or  criminal  neglect  of  their  pa- 
rents, to  provide  for  them  decent  clothing,  do  not  attend  school  at  all,  or  but 
very  little.  As  the  Legislature  contemplates  the  education  of  every  child  in  the 
Commonwealth,  and  as  the  town  provides  ample  means  ibr  the  instruction  of 
all  children  within  its  limits,  it  is  deeply  to  be  reffretted,  that  any  children 
should  be  suffered  to  grow  up  in  ignorance,  and  evil  habits  which  too  often 
arise  from  ignorance.  Compulsory  measures  with  the  parents,  we  know,  can- 
not by  us  be  used,  but  persuasives  may.  The  committee  would,  with  diffi- 
dence, submit,  whether  the  town  should  not  express  its  feelings  on  this  point, 
and  pass  a  resolve  that  it  shall  be  deemed  the  duty  of  the  prudential  committee 
of  each  district,  for  the  time  being,  to  use  his  endeavors  to  persuade  delinquent 
parents  and  guardians  to  send  their  children  to  school,  that  every  child  may 
receive  the  rudiments  of  an  education.    *    *    * 

*  *  Much,  very  much,  almost  everything,  depends  on  the  teacher ;  a  per- 
son of  good  judgment  and  common  sense,  active,  ingenious  to  teach,  to  govern, 
and  at  the  same  time,  to  please, — ^fully  competent  to  instruct  in  every  branch, 
with  a  substantial  character  for  sobriety  and  good  morals.  A  love  of  the  busi- 
ness is  essential,  and  a  heart  in  the  work,  glowing  with  a  quenchless  ardor, 
that  shall  enkindle  in  the  scholars  a  desire  to  go  deep  and  thorough  into  their 
studies,  '<  and  to  dig  for  knowledge  as  for  hid  treasures.'' 

In  proportion  as  we  have  discovered  these  projlerties  and  qualifications,  in 
any  teacher,  we  have  found  the  school  in  a  progressive  and  excellent  situation. 

The  prudential  committee,  of  each  district,  has  an  important  duty  to  perform. 
He  should  consider  that  not  every  person,  who  has  attended  an  academy  or  se^ 
lect  school,  for  one  or  two  quarters ;  not  every  one  who.  has  taught  school  for 
a  few  months;  and  not  every  one  who  can  show  written  recommendations,  is 
qualified  to  take  charge  of  a  school.  This  committee  should  be  cautious,  and 
make  careful  inquiries  before  he  engages  a  teacher. 

And  the  general  committee  should  be  kind,  but  faithful,  in  their  examination, 
and  not  introduce  a  person  to  waste  the  public  money,  consume  the  time,  and 
desolate  the  youthful  intellect  of  a  scholar,  because  the  individual  is  respecta- 
ble, or  belongs  to  a  reputable  family,  or  has  relatives  in  the  district,  who  would 
take  umbrage  if  he  was  rejected. 

The  committee  must  act  conscientiously,  or  they  prove  recreant  to  their  duty, 
and  pervert  the  object  of  their  appointment. 

Those  persons  who  wish  to  teach,  should,  before  they  offer  for  an  examina- 
tion, he  carefbl  to  examine  themselves,  in  all  the  studies  which  the  law  re- 
quires. Some  of  the  teachers  remark,  at  the  outset,  that  they  have  not  review- 
ed their  studies  for  months,  or  a  year  or  two ;  the^'  say  that  they  are  not  pre- 
pared for  an  examination.  Why,  then,  do  they  oiier  themselves  for  an  exami- 
nation ?  Such  persons  usually  show,  very  plainly,  as  they  attempt  to  answer 
the  necessary  questions,  that  they  are  unprepared,  and  if  justice  he  done,  they 
will  probably  be  rejected.    •    *    * 

Our  schools,  in  general,  are  now  evidently  in  an  improving  state,  and  with 
proper  efforts  the^  will  be  still  further  improved.  Let  parents  and  guardians, 
oommitieeB,  districts,  all  who  value  education,  all  who  love  youth  and  children. 
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and  wish  to  we  them  eorae  forward  into  aetiye  life  with  sound  morala,  influ- 
ence, cultivated  minds  and  usefulness,  co5|ierate  in  giving  energy  and  elevation 
to  our  Common  Schools,  which,  in  subordination  to  the  religion  of  the  Bible, 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  that  is  excellent,  and  give  tone  and  character  to  a 
town,  a  state,  and  a  country.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITl'EE.— Thkodorx  Strong,  Elisha  Edwards. 


jKTATfj;!  J(l)  Popalaiioo,2,403.    ValuaiioD.  ^290,445  50. 

rr-A/C-Cf,  .       .....       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^ln  Sammer,  497— in  Winter,  096. 

(3)  Average  atleodance  in' the  School^-In  Summer,  355— In  Winter,  438. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  634.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  65  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  34  14— In  Winter,  31. 

(6)  No.  of  I'eachcrs  in  Summer— M.   — F.  14 No.  of  Teaphers  in  Winter^M.  10— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  boani— To  Males,  %^  3^-To  Females,  ^  12  54. 
<8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %^  22— Of  Females,  %b  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^17  H — Of  Females,  ^  45 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  g\,Z50. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^^- 

(12)  'No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  7.-'Aggregate  of  months  kept,  31  J.>»Average  No.  of  Scholars,  112. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^698. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  .—Income  from  some,  5 

Books  used. — Spelling — National  and  Webster's.  Rfading^~-h\b\ef  Rhetorical  Reader, 
Intelligent  Reader,  Child'o  Guide.  Gr^trmmar— Murray's  and  Smith's.  Geography^^O\ney% 
Smiih's  and  Parley's.    1^4 ri</ime/ic— Adams',  Smith's  and  Colborn's. 

Selections  fi^om  Report.  *  *  There  is  no  better  index  of  the  character 
of  a  town  than  the  c|^aracter  of  its  primary  schools.  Let  us  examine  them  and 
we  can  judge  in  most  cases,  correctly,  what  your  people  are.  *  *  The  com- 
mittee are  gratified  that  thev  can  report  an  increased  and  increasing  interest 
in  the  success  of  our  schools.  Never,  it  is  thought,  were  the  different  districts 
more  alive  to  this  subject.  These  are  some  of  our  reasons.  There  is  a  strong 
desire  to  have  good  teachers  Conver^tion  turns  much  upon  the  state  of  the 
schools.  Each  district  is  eager  to  have  its  own  the  best.  Parents  visit  the 
schools  more,  and  the  examinations  are  much  more  numerously  attended.  It 
18  a  matter  of  common  occurrence  to  see  thirty  or  forty  persons  firesent  on 
such  occasions,  and  sometimes  eighty  or  a  hundred.  These  facts  show  deeper 
interest  in  the  cause.  This  interest  is  an  omen  of  great  promise.  Schools  can- 
not flourish  without  ic^^  and,  with  it,  they  have  little  to  fear.  Enlist  the  interest 
of  a  town  or  community  in  this  cause,  to  a  degree  at  all  commensurate  with  its 
importance,  and  sustain  that  interest,  and  the  schools  will  not  languish.  A 
proper  zeal  in  this  matter  will  not  tolerate  an  incompetent  teacher.  It  will 
stimulate  conversation  upon  the  state  of  the  schools.  It  will  provoke  each  dis- 
trict to  a  laudable  emulation  for  superiority.  It  will  secure  the  frequent  pres- 
ence of  parents  and  friends,  and  thus  impress  the  importance  of  the  cause  upon 
teachers  and  scholars. 

The  appropriation  of  the  town  for  the  sup}M>rt  of  the  schools,  was  greater 
this  year,  now  ending,  than  it  has  ever  been  before ;  and,  as  a  consequence, 
their  terms  have  been  longer.  The  terms  of  all  have  been  nearly  the  saoie. 
Such  was  the  division  of  the  money,  that  those  districts,  where  there  are  lew 
■cholars,  were  able  to  maintain  their  acbools  as  long  aa  where  the  number  is 
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larger.    Though  more  money  was  appropriated  than  usual)  your  oommittee  aro 
assured  in  the  opinion,  that  it  was  called  for.    *    *    * 

There  is  some  murmuring,  that  the  wages  of  teachers  are  so  much  highec 
than  they  used  to  be.  But  this  murmuring  is  unreasonaUe.  Such  know  nei* 
tfaer  what  they  say,  nor  whereof  they  affirm.  Has  the  rate  of  district  school 
teachers  advanced  as  much  as  the  rate  of  labor  in  other  branches  of  business? 
Shall  we  expect  to  command  the  service  of  a  man,  qualified  to  teach  our  chil- 
dren, for  $10,  or  $12  per  month,  when  he,  or  another  with  jess  than  a  tithe  of 
bis  learning,  can  earn  as  much,  or  more,  at  moderate  labor  on  a  (arm,  and  as 
nriuch  again  in  a  factory,  or  at  some  mechanical  employment  ?  Shall  we  com- 
plain of  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  week,  as  high  wages  to  a  good  female  teacher, 
when  good  domestics  can  have  this  in  reputable  families,  and  as  much  again, 
in  some  other  kinds  of  business  ?  It  is  vain  and  absurd  to  think  of  securinc 
good  teachers  for  our  schools,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  give  them  as  good 
wages  as  they  can  command  in  other  departments  of  laudable  industry.    *    * 

rublic  sentiment  is  in  favor  of  doing  more,  and  we  must  keep  up  with  it 
Other  towns  are  increasing  their  sppropriations,  and,  unless  we  do  the  same, 
we  roust  expect  that  our  schools  will  be  of  an  inferior  order,  and  our  character, 
as  a  community,  such  as  will  mortify  us.  Nothing  is  more  indicative  of  a  short* 
sighted  and  mistaken  policy,  than  parsimonious  appropriations  for  the  educa- 
tion of  our  children.  The  tone  of^  public  sentiment,  on  this  subject,  is  good, 
and  worthy  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Another  article,  in  the  inventory  of  our  progress,  is  the  improvement  made 
in  some  of  our  school -rooms.  The  two  rooms  in  the  schoolhouse  of  the  Centre 
district  deserve  particular  notice.  *  *  The  committee  would  recommend 
the  attention  of  some  of  the  districts  to  this  subject.  It  is  no  answer  to  this 
recommendation  to  say,  we  have  got  along  so  far  with  our  house  very  'well, 
and  I  think  we  can  still.  With  as  much  propriety  might  a  man  of  fair  estate, 
who  lives  in  an  old,  and  cold,  and  miserable  shell  of  a  house,  say ;  well,  I  have 
lived  in  this  house  twenty  years,  it  has  answered  my  purfiose,  and  1  will  nei- 
tlier  build  a  new  one,  nor  repair  this.  So,  to  save  expense,  he  exposes  himself 
and  his  family  to  still  further  siifTering.  After  the  same  example  of  parsimony, 
may  a  district  expose  their  children  to  suffering,  six  hours  in  the  day,  for  three 
or  lour  months  together.    *    *    * 

It  is  an  im|lortant  fact,  and  interesting  especially  to  teachers,  that  regular  at- 
tendance almost  universally  characterizes  the  schools,  which  have  the  best  in- 
structers.  By  means  of  this  we  conclude,  that  the  evil  of  which  we  speak,  is 
to  be  imputed  as  much,  or  more,  to  the  teacher,  than  to  his  scholars  If  he 
make  the  school  interesting,  and  it  will  be  if  the  pupils  see  that  they  are  mak- 
ing good  progress,  they  will  carefully  guard  against  all  unnecessary  absen- 
ces.   *    •    * 

It  is  proper  that  something  should  be  said  upon  the  expediency  of  putting 
the  female  sex  into  winter  schools,  to  which  all  ages  are  admitted.  Though 
they  may  sometimes  succeed,  as  was  the  fact  in  the  case  referred  to  this  win- 
ter, yet  in  the  majority  of  instances,  they  make  a  failure.  There  is  an  incon- 
gruity on  the  very  face  of  such  an  arrangement  Females  are  of  too  delicate  a 
texture,  for  the  rudeness  and  conseouential  importance  of  boys,  14, 15  or  16 
years  of  age.  Our  winter  schools,  nlmost  always,  have  some  of  that  age.  A 
woman  can  do  notliing  with  such,  if  they  are  disposed  to  be  contrary.    *    *    * 

*  *  This,  then,  we  take  for  granted,  that  if  we  would  have  good  schools, 
we  roust  have  good  teachers.  Other  things  may  be  important,  but  this  is  in- 
dispensable. Now  how  shall  such  teachers  be  secured  ?  By  waiting  for  them 
to  make  application  ?  No.  As  a  general  fact,  prime  teachers  are  not  obliged 
to  seek  situations.  They  are  not  among  tlie  tetken,  but  the  sought.  Your 
prudential  committee,  then,  should  not  be  men  who  will  wait  for  teachers  to 
coroe  to  them,  but  who  will  seek  out  the  right  sort  of  pei-sons.  We  do  not  say, 
that  no  man  who  is  seen  seeking  a  school,  will  prove  a  good  one,  because  we 
know  individuals  who  have" done  this,  ana  have  tnught  prime  schools.  But  as 
a  general  principle,  we  repeat  that  the  best  teachera  will  not  be  applicants,  but 
applitd  to.  This  is  true  in  almost  all  the  affiiirs  of  life.  £very  person  and 
every  commodity,  for  which  there  is  a  demand, — and  for  what  is  there  a  great- 
er demand  than  teachers?— is  not  obliged,  as  we  all  know,  if  of  superior  order, 
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10  go  a  tugging  far  aiMplofnieBt  m  tar  punfaBsenu  And  fiutiwr,  desindili 
teacben,  as  a  ffeneral  thing,  must  not  only  be  aought,  but  thev  must  be  aougfat 
in  laason.  JMem  thi»  it  dono^  tboy  will  be  pro-engageo.  Though  ebme, 
whose  burinees  it  it  to  oogago  tnatrueien,  an  ao  dilatory  as  not  4o  attend  to 
tfaoir  duly  till  tho  eloyeath  hour,  yet  all  an  not  of  this  daraeter*  Some  men 
wW  attend  to  the  duties  of  their  offiee  betimes,  and,  as  a  eoosequonoe,  they  will 
secure  the  best  teaoheni  Every  prudential  eommlttee,  then,  if  the  business  of 
procuring  tsaohers  is  left  with  him,  should  be  a  man  of  lustivitv,  and  energy, 
and  good  judgment  Mors  depencb  upon  this  committse,  than  upon  that 
which  examines  the  eandidateSi  If  a  candidate  be  brought  before  the  examin-* 
ing  cooimittBe,  and  possess  the  requisite  literary  qualifications,  the  committee 
can  hardly  do  less  than  license  him,  though  there  may  be  an  utter  deficiency  in 
several  other  important  particulars.  This  renders  it  important  for  every  dia« 
trict  to  have  the  right  sort  of  men  for  prudential  committees,  because  their  in- 
terest in  this  matter  goes  just  so  fiir,  as  the  worth  of  a  school  depends  upon  the 
character  of  its  teachers.    *    •    * 

A  third  suggestion  which  your  committee  would  make,  relates  to  the  more 
frequent  visitation  of  the  schools,  by  the  districts.  They  would  propose  a  plan 
for  each  district,  the  object  of  which  is,  to  bring  all  the  parents  into  the  school, 
once  at  least,  during  every  summer  or  winter  term.  The  plan  is  this.  Let  tho 
districts  be  divided  into  sections,  of  2,  or  4,  or  6  fiimiiies,  according  to  its  size. 
Almost  every  district,  thus,  would  furnish  some  8,  or  10,  or  12  sections ;  and  let 
it  be  the  duty  of  one  of  these  sections,  to  visit  the  school  every  week,  say  on 
Friday,  or  some  other  set  day,  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  circuit  of  the  whole 
district  has  been  made.    If  convenient,  both  the  parents  should  go.    *    *    * 

Finally,  the  subject  of  education  is  one  of  vital  importance.  Education  is 
designed  tu  make  man  what  he  ought  to  be,  under  the  conditions  of  his  being  ; 
to  fit  him  for  society,  for  usefulness^  for  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  as  a  neighbor, 
as  a  parent,  as  a  christian,  as  an  immortal  being.  Here  is  a  sphere  of  vast  am- 
plitude and  glorious  promise.  A  proper  education,  both  mental  and  moral,  and 
the  blessing  of  God,  are  all  that  are  necessary  to  enable  him  to  fill  it  as  he 
ought.  How  important,  then,  the  subject  of  education,  considered  in  its  bear- 
ings upon  an  individual  alone.  But  suppose  a  whole  nation  to  be  interested, 
and  to  be  educated.  The  subject  now  swells  in  importance,  in  the  ratio  of  a 
nation's  population  to  a  single  individual.  But  popular  education  is  intended 
to  operate  upon  a  whole  people.  Its  design  is,  to  cultivate  the  great  mass  of 
the  mind  and  heart  of  a  nation.  Among  all  human  enterprises,  this  is  one  of 
the  noblest  and  most  benevolent.  If  a  man  desire  an  enduring  fiime,  as  a  pub- 
lic benefactor,  let  him  enlist  in  the  cause  of  popukir  education.    *    *    « 

*  *  Give  to  any  people,  of  whatever  clime,  and  whatever  complexion, 
education,  and  the  Christian  religion,  and  you  lift  them  up,  from  delmsement 
ind  misery,  to  re8)>ectability  and  happiness.  ,  If  popular  education  contributes 
to  this  result,  then  is  it  of  stufiendous  importance.  It  is  interwoven  with  tlie 
fabric  of  a  nation's  prosfierity,  and  a  nation's  glory.  It  is  an  agency,  which  no 
nation  can  neglect,  and  lie  true  to  itself  and;the  race  of  man.  The  more  the 
mind  and  the  benrt  of  a  people  are  properly  cultivated,  the  more  is  individual, 
social  and  political  happiness  increased.  Let  us,  then,  as  a  town,  cherish  this 
cause,  as  one  of  the  brightest  jewels  of  our  glory.    •    *    • 

8CHOOL  COMMITTEE-^JoHA.  C.  Woodbridox,  Horacx  Goodrich,  Abialbos 
Carter. 
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(2)  No.  (if  Scholars  of  all  ages  iu  all  the  Schools,  21K>-«In  Summer,      — In  Winter,    . 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  201 — In  Summer,     — In  Winter, 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  223— No.  of  persons  under  4 
.  .    >'ear»  of.i^  wbp  aiteud  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  aiiciid  School,     . 

(5)  A€p0gai«  iftDgUi  ^  (hs  ScbMol9,^  nubs.  18  da\>*K*#|ji  SttmsMv^di— In  Wiaier»  2a  I& 
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(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  hi  Winter-^M.  — F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  g        — ^To  Females,  $ 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of'Males,  $       — Of  Females,  $ 

(9)  Average  wages  per  montli,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  S        *~-Of  Females,  $ 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  bjr  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  S 

(li)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     >— Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 
Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $       • 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .—-Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      ...Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  g 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        ,   .-^Income  from  same,  g 

• 

Remarks.— No  return  is  made  of  the  comparative  numbers  and  atteudance 
io  tlie  schools  ia  summer  and  winter,  of  the  wages  of  teachers,  or  of  the  books 
used. 

The  Interest  (fill  52)  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools. 

Selections  vrom  Report.  *  ^  During  the  year  1838,  the  school  com- 
mittee found,  that,  in  several  schools  under  their  superintendence,  there  were 
more  than  double  the  number  of  branches  of  study  pursued,  than  those  men- 
tioned by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  They  also  found,  that  from  two 
thirds  to  three  fourths  of  all  the  scholars  in  town  were  in  a  better  condition  to 
make  good  improvement  under  the  instruction  of  female  than  male  teachers. 
These  facts  led  the  committee  to  believe,  that  the  maintenance  of  a  town  high 
school  or  schools,  for  the  winter  months,  was  required.  As  the  town  is  some- 
what broken  and  hilly,  and  has  no  village,  they  recommended,  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  town,  the  following  plan,  viz.— That  all  the  district  schools  be 
placed  in  the  handa  of  female  teachers  for  the  year ;  that  two  town  high  schools 
be  established,  one  in  the  north  and  the  other  in  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
where  those  branches,  which  are  not  required  to  be  taught  in  district  schools^ 
might  be  pursued.  Upon  this  recommendation,  the  town  referred  the  subject 
to  a  special  committee,  which  was  to  report  at  the  meeting  of  the  town  in  No- 
vember. This  committee  was  composed  of  the  school  committee  of  the  town, 
and  the  prudential  committee  of  the  seveml  districts. 

The  committee  thus  constituted,  in  their  report  presented  on  the  eleventh  of 
November  last,  say  as  follows :  **Your  committee  gave  earlv  attention  to  the 
duties  of  their  appointment,  and,  upon  examination,  found,  that  the  amount  in 
the  hands  ofthe  town  in  1838,  was  $641,  which,  after  deducting  (450,  leaves 
the  balance  of  $191,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  schools,  as  were  contem- 
plated in  the  report  of  the  school  committee.  This  amount  would  more  than 
sustain  two  such  schools  for  three  months  each,  allowing  each  teacher  $30  per 
month ;  and,  if  competent  teachers  can  be  procured  for  $25  per  month,  would 
enable  the  town  to  sustain  two  such  schools  for  nearly  four  months.  This 
would  efiect  the  entire  saving  of  what  is  annually  paid  by  iDdividuals  to  sup- 
port a  select  school,  while  it  would  furnish  equal  facilities  to  all.  Therefore, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  eight  of  the  ten  individuals,  who  met  in  committee, 
regarded  the  plan  as  worthy  of  a  trial,  and,  therefore,  resolved  to  recommend 
to  the  town,  *  *  that  two  schools  be  established,  the  ensuing  winter,  for 
three  months  each ;  *  *  also,  that  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
town  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  applied  to 
the  support  of  these  schools,  and  that  the  remainder  ofthe  expense,  if  any,  be 
made  up,  on  the  |K>lls  ofthe  scholars  who  attend  the  schools." 

^  The  above  report  was  adopted,  and  its  execution  committed  to  the  school 
committee  ofthe  town,  March  30, 1840." 

'^  These  schools  have  been  kept  for  three  months  each,  by  two  able  and  well 
qualified  teachers,  and  have  embntced  eighty-four  scholars  in  all,  and  secured 
an  average  ftttendaaceofthirty-two  and  one  eighth  scholars  each.    •    *    * 

30 
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^  The  examinationg  of  these  schoola  were  well  susudned,  and  much  credit 
was  justly  given,  both  to  the  teachers  and  their  scholars." 

^  Your  committee  believe,  that  the  institution  of  these  schools  has  awakened 
the  spirit  of  intellectual  improvement,  and  given  an  impulse  to  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation in  town,  which  could  not  have  been  effected  by  any  other  means  in  the 
possession  of  the  town.  This  has  appeared,  not  only  in  the  schools  themselves, 
but  in  the  spirit  of  emulation  awakened  in  the  district  schools.  And  it  is  an 
important  fact,  that  the  whole  expense  over  and  above  the  moneys  appropri- 
ated by  the  town,  did  not  amount  to  $40.     *    *    * 

It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  observe  the  growing  interest,  which  is  manifest 
iu  the  examinations  of  schools  at  the  close  of  each  term.  It  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed that  these  exercises,  witnessed  as  they  are,  by  as  many  visiters  aa  there  are 
scholars  to  be  examined,  are  profitable'  to  teachers,  gratifying  to  parents,  and, 
above  all,  encouraging  and  useful  to  the  scholars.  It  is  to  be  confidently  hoped 
and  expected,  that  parents  will  persevere  in  these  encouraging  attentions  to 
the  schools."    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Amos  Drurt,  J.  W.  Bartlett,  Joel  Cook. 


WILLIAMSBURG,  .     { <'' ^^r/S;  J^^S"' *'^'"''' *• 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  20^— In  Winter,  340. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  20S— In  Winter,  S68. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  375.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 
(d)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  51  mths.  10  days. — In  Summer,  25  7 — In  Winter,  26  3. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    .— F.  7— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ;^20  58— To  Females^  ^10  36. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $5  71— Of  Females,  ^4  72. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^14  87— Of  Females,  $5  64. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  g759. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  J149. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,       . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,      . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  j^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  iScliools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6.— Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  13^— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  141 ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^182  19. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  jjf  .-^Income  from  same,  g 

Books  used. — Spelling-— Webslet*a  Dictionary  and  Spelling  Book.  Readine^PoTieT^s 
Rhetorical  Reader,  General  Class  Book,  Child's  Guide  and  the  Testament.  Grammar^- 
Smith's.  Geography-^mWs  and  Atlas,  Peter  Parley's.  Arithmetic-^Adams'  New,  Emer- 
son's First  and  Second  Parts.  All  others — Goodrich's  Hislory  of  the  U.  S.,  Parley's  First 
Book  of  History. 

> 

Sbleotion  prom  Report.  •  *  Your  committee  will  proceed  to  submit 
some  further  information  in  regard  to  our  schools,  which,  in  times  past,  has  not 
been  sought  for,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared^  too  little  cared  for ;  bu^  these  times  of 
indilierence  and  apathy  on  this  important  subject,  we  trust,  are  now  gone  by. 
A  new  interest  has  been  awakened  in  behalf  of  Common  Schools,  which  has 
beep  felt  throughout  the  community,  and  we  cannot  but  hope,  that  this  town 
will  derive  its  full  share  of  benefit  from  this  fevorable  change  in  public  senti- 
ment The  town  needs  this  benefit,  and,  we  trust,  it  will  not  remaiti  behind 
other  towns,  in  sustaining  and  encouraging  so  valuable  a  cause  as  that  of  edu- 
cation. One  great  defect  in  our  schools,  in  years  past,  we  believe  to  have  been, 
the  want  of  suitable  qualifications  on  the  part  of  teachers.  The  teachers,  that 
have  been  employed,  have  not  been  competent  to  sustain  themselves  in  the 
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highly  respomnble  undertakiDg.  Though  some  of  them  may  have  paid  some  at-^ 
tendon  io  the  higher  branches  of  education,  they  have  not  studied  sufficiently^ 
those  very  branches  which  they  have  been  required  to  teach.  The  consequence 
has  been,  that  they  could  not  thoroughly  instruct,  in  what  they  had  not  been 
thoroughly  instructed  themselves,  and  this  is  the  case  with  far  too  many  who 
offer  their  services,  even  up  to  the  present  time.  The  committee  have  been 
desirous  of  raising  the  standard  of  qualifications  in  teachers,  and  have  been  un- 
der the  painful  necessity  of  rejecting,  after  examination,  three  or  four  applicants, 
vvbo,  ivithout  doubt,  a  few  years  since,  would  have  been  readily  received.    *    * 

The  committee  have  experienced  some  embarrassment,  from  the  want  of  a 
cheerful  cooperation  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  prudential  committees.  The 
various  powers  and  duties  of  each  seem  not  to  be  well  understood.  The  pru- 
dential committee  ought  not,  in  any  case,  to  make  a  binding  contract,  until 
the  applicant  shall  have  received  a  certificate  from  the  school  commit- 
tee. In  district  No.  4,  your  committee  were  informed  that  a  school  was 
kept  last  summer,  but  the  same  was  not  visited  by  your  committee,  as  the 
instructress  of  said  school  never  applied  for  a  certificate,  as  the  law  re- 
quires, and,  therefore,  could  not  be  considered  as  under  the  superintendence  of 
your  committee.  No  money  has  been  drawn,  from  the  treasury  of  the  town,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  said  school,  and,  by  the  action  of  the  town  on  an  article 
in  the  warrant  for  this  meeting,  it  will  probably  be  determined,  whether  it  shall 
be  hereafter  drawn  for  said  purpose ;— or,  in  other  words,  it  will  be  determined, 
whether  the  town  will  sustain  the  school  law,  a  law  highly  approved  by  the  en- 
lightened and  good  moral  sense  of  the  community  at  large,  or  not.  *  *  Some 
seem  to  have  argued  as  follows: — ^Of  two  evils,  let  us  choose  the. least ;**  our 
school  is  small,  and  we  draw  but  little  money,  and  a  poor  teacher  is  better  than 
none ;  therefore,  we  will  employ  such  as  we  can  get  cheapest  But  of  two 
evils,  we  are  not  obliged  to  choose  either  of  them ;  and  your  committee  submit, 
that  a  poor  teacher  is  worse  than  none.    i^    *    * 

Your  committee  regret,  that,  in  most  of  the  districts,  so  few  parents  have 
been  present  at  the  examination  of  the  schools.  In  district  No.  1,  however,  the 
attendance  was  quite  numerous,  and  in  No.  3,  as  much  so  as  the  room  would 
admit,  and  the  good  eflfect  of  their  presence,  upon  the  scholars,  was  apparent 
We  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  parents,  in  other  districts,  will 
be  induced  to  go  and  do  likewise.    *    *    « 

Your  committee  report,  that,  in  most  of  the  schoolhouses,  there  are  some  de- 
fects, some  of  them  of  considerable  magnitude.  These  defects  may  be  found, 
either  in  their  location,  their  means  of  ventilation  and  warming,  their- size,  the 
construction  of  desks  and  seats,  the  want  of  blinds  or  curtains,  &c.  We  make 
this  representation,  however,  with  the  exception  of  the  schoolhouse  in  district 
No.  5,  and  the  new  brick  schoolhouse  in  district  No.  3,  which  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated, built  with  good  taste,  and  conveniently  constructed  ;  and  when  the  dis- 
trict shall  have  fully  completed  it,  as  they  contemplate,  they  will  deserve  the 
thanks  of  all  the  friends  of  Common  Schools.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Salmon  H.  Clapp,  Gershom  Kodgers,  Lewis  L.  Jaheb. 


Wn  »  T^^TMn^n  \r  5  <>)  Population,  1,142.    Valuation,  X261,608  00. 

rv  UJt  laiiyixl  Uiy,     .       ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  11. 

(3)  No.  of  Scholare  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— Io  Summer,  286— In  Winter,  373. 

(3)  Average  aUendanee  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  189— In  Winter,  230. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  W  years  of  age  in  the  town,  358.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  47. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  82  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  51  14 — In  Winter,  31. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer-M.    — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  mouth  including  board— To  Males,  ^21  14— To  Females,  ^12  18. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00— Of  Females,  $1 00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gU  14— Of  Females,  $6  18. 
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(10)  AmoanI  of  money  raited  by  taxes  for  the  lopport  of  Sehoolt,  ineluding  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^^* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eontribaled  for  Public  Scbooli,  ;^6S1  07. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1  .^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  53.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5^^* 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .<— Average  No.  of  Scholars,     d— Aggre- 
gate paid  (or  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  54,290  00.— Income  from  same,  5267  40 

Books  0SEO.—£l^//m^«— Webster's.  iS«a«ftfr4»^— Testament,  Child^s  Guide,  Popular  Les- 
sons, Intelligent  Header,  National  Reader,  Porter's  Kheiurical  Reader.  GrrAmmar— Smith's. 
Geographtf'^lneyn  and  Farley's.  Arilhmetie — Emerson's  First,  Colbom's.  Smith's,  Adams'. 
AU  of Aer»— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Webster's  Dictionary,  Phelps'  and  Comstock's 
Philosophy,  Day's  Algebra. 

Remarks. — ^Ttie  return  states,  that  $45  37  were  paid  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  but  no  particulars  are  given. 

Under  the  head  of  '<  amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes,  ^c"  the  tetxun  states, 
'^  f  450  for  teachers'  wages  only ;" — and  under  the  head  of  **  value  of  fuel  and 
board  (if  anv)  contributed,"  &c.  it  states  <*  1631  07."  As  the  town  raised  by 
taxes  a  much  larger  sum  last  year,  a  doubt  has  arisen,  whether  the  sum  of 
"  1631  07,"  or  some  part  of  it,  was  not  raised  by  taxes,  but  the  return  has  been 
followed  in  the  Abstract. 

Selectiozis  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  are  fuUy  satisfied,  that 
an  unqualified  teacher  is  worse  than  none.  And  they  utterly  discard  the  idea, 
so  common  with  many,  that  a  poorly  qualified  teacher  will  do  well  enough  for 
a  **  backward  school."  Such  a  school,  if  any,  needs  a  teacher  of  first-rate  qual- 
ifications, otherwise  it  will  never  be  elevated,  but  will  always  be  a  backward 
school. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  committee  have  aimed  to  set  the  standard 
of  qualifications  as  high  as  they  could  consistently.  And  in  doing  this,  they 
are  aware  that  they  have  placed  it  much  higher  than  it  is  in  many  other  places. 
And  though,  as  a  consequence,  they  have  men  imder  the  painful  necessity  of 
rejecting  several  highly  respectable  and  worthy  applicants,  still  they  are  ftdiy 
persuaded,  that  they  have  placed  the  standard  none  too  high.  A  sufificient 
number  of  teachers  has  been  found,  whose  qualifications  have  come  up  to  it 

And  your  committee  would  respectlully  suggest  the  propriety,  (if  not  the  ne- 
cessity,) of  elevating  it  still  higher  the  ensuing  year.    *    •    • 

The  committee  are  happy  to  state,  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  your  schools,  are  in 
a  prosperous  and  improving  condition.  They  are  gradually  rising,  notwith- 
standing there  are  most  manifest  and  prominent  causes,  tending  to  retard  their 
advancement.  Until  these  are  modified,  if  not  removed,  your  schools  cannot, 
even  with  the  utmost  efifort,  progress  with  that  rapidity  which  is  desirable,  nor 
ever  reach  that  high  elevation,  which  they  ought  to  attain. 

Some  of  these  retarding  causes  may  be  mentioned.  In  some  of  the  schools 
there  is  a  lamentable  deficiency  in  books.  This  defect  is  two-fold,  viz.  in  num- 
ber and  in  kind.    •    •    • 

Upon  examination,  they  found  hardly  any  tmiformity  between  the  different 
schools,  and  in  several  instances,  a  great  want  of  it,  in  the  same  school.  *  *  * 

They  are  fully  satisfied,  that  this  diversity  of  books  has  arisen  mainly  firom 
the  injudicious  management  of  teachers  and  parents.  Teachers  have  hereto- 
fore, in  many  instances,  (they  believe,)  assumed  the  responsibUity  of  introduc- 
ing books  into  the  schools,  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the  committee, 
if  not  in  opposition  to  their  directions ;  and  parents,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have  been 
too  ready  to  encourage  this  practice. 

And,  as  each  teacher  has  different  views  of  books,  as  well  as  his  partialities 
and  disiikin^s,  each  introduces  something  new.  This  tends  to  produce  the 
confusion  of  Babel  in  the  schools,  and  at  the  same  time  subjects  parents  to  a 
vast:jamount  of  needless  expense;  lliis  is  an  evil  which  must  be  corrected,  or 
the  schools  cannot  prosper.    *    •    * 


SCHOOL  RETURNS.  237 

BesideB,  there  can  be  no  question  that  Has  town,  by  foUowing  the  directiona 
of  a  judicious  committee,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  would  save,  annually,  from 
fifty  to  oqe  hundred  dollars,  which  would  be  worse  than  thrown  away,  by  fol- 
lowing the  caprices  of  every  teacher. 

Another  cause  worthy  of  notice,  injurious  in  its  efiect  upon  schools,  is  the 
almost  universal  disposition,  on  the  part  of  scholars,  to  use  bpoks  and  pursue 
branches  of  study,  above  their  comprehension.  And  your  committee  regret  to 
say,  that  this  disposition  is  too  often  gratified  by  teachers,  especially  iq  sum- 
mer. The  first  class,  in  summer,  however  young  they  may  be  in  years,  and 
knowledge,  and  understanding,  too  often  think,  that  as  a  matter  of  course,  they 
must  not  only  stand  and  sit  where  the  senior  class  did  in  the  winter  previous, 
but  that  they  must  also  use  the  same  books,  and  pursue  the  same  studies.  *  *  * 

Your  committee  cannot  but  regard  it,  therefore,  as  a  prominent  defect  in  our 
schools,  that  this  disposition  in  children,  to  use  books  above  their  comprehen- 
sion, is  gratified  to  such  an  extent  by  teachers  and  parents. 

In  some,  if  not  in  all  the  schools,  scholars  are  too  irregular  aAd  inconstant  in 
their  attendance.    *    •    * 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  sufiSicient  attention  is  not  paid  to  the 
location  and  structure,  and  general  comfort  of  schoolhouses.  A  majority  of  the 
scboolhouses  in  town,  are  far  from  being  what  they  ought  to  be.    *    *    * 

The  committee  would  also  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  the  town,  the  in- 
quiry, whether  it  would  not  subrcrve  the  cause  of  education,  in  district  No.  5^ 
if  the  two  schoolhouses  now  occupied  should  both  be  abandoned,  and  the  dis- 
trict brought  together,  to  build  and  occupy  one  new  house,  in  some  central 
spot.  '•    »     •  .  ^ 

The  statute  of  the  Commonwealth  provides  fi>r  moral,  as  well  as  intellectual 
instruction,  in  Common  Schools.    *    *    * 

Teachers  manifest  too  much  laxness  and  indifference  on  this  point  In  some 
instances,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  they  have  entirelv  overlooked  this  part  of  their 
duty,  and  directed  their  efiTorts  solely  to  the  intellectual  improvement  of  their 
pupils.  And  in  other  instances,  where  moral  instruction  has  been  imparted,  it 
has  too  evidently  been  considered  as  of  secondary  and  minor  importance.  *  *  * 

It  is  required  by  our  statute,  and  ought  to  be  expected  by  every  parent  and 
guardian,  that  the  teachers  in  our  primary  schools,  be  as  punctual,  and  syste- 
matic, and  faithful,  in  imparting  moral  instruction,  as  literary.  And  every 
teacher  ought  to  feel  himself  as  sacredly  bound  to  do  the  one  as  the  other,  and 
that  he  is  recreant  to  his  high  and  important  trust,  if  he  neglects  it ;  that  he  be- 
trays the  confidence  of  his  employer,  if  he  disregards  it  And  those  who  feel 
themselves  either  incompetent  or  indisposed  to  communicate  to  their  pupils 
moral  instruction,  whatever  may  be  their  literary  attainments,  ought  to  seek 
some  other  employment.    •    •    * 

Teachers'  meetinn,  for  the  discussion  of  important  points,  connected  with 
the  prosperity  of  schools,  it  is  believed  might  be  made  useful  to  themselves, 
and  beneficial  to  the  schools.  The  improvements  of  one,  might  then  be  made 
easily  available  by  all.  And  teachers  would  unquestionably  find  their  time  well 
spent,  in  occasionally  visiting  each  other's  schools.  The  salutary  influence  of 
such  visitation  is  most  manifestly  visible,  upon  both  teachers  and  pupils,  in 
those  instances  where  the  experiment  has  been  tried.    *-  *   * 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  inquiry  is  quite  too  prevalent, 
<*  Where  can  we  eet  a  cheap  teacher?"  It  is  time  that  that  inquiry  was  done 
awajr.  *  *  A  double  price  for  a  good  teacher,  is  ultimately  cheaper  than  no 
price  for  a  poor  one.    *    *    * 

By  careful  attention  to  these,  and  similar  points,  competent  teachers  may  be 
obuuned ;  scboolhouses  properly  located  and  constructed,  and  kept  in  repair ; 
schools  be  what  they  should  be,  and  the  rising  generation  ffrow  up  under  such 
advantages  for  moral  and  intellectual  culture,  as  will  fit  them  for  enjoyment, 
usefulness  and  respectability.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— JoBii  H  Dibbkk,  Taos.  A.  Hall,  Mortimir  L.  Higoins. 
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k^— .^kik>^«**iMirti*«i«.*irfta*«>*M4«^*A- 


(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  aH  Uie  Stsbools— In  Sumraer,  Slfi^In  Winter,  420. 
(8)  Average  attendenee  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  20^— In  Winter,  Sd9. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  374.^-No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  56. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  115  mtbs.  7  days. — In  Summer,  63  14— <In  Winter,  51  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  16.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  15<~F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  j^21  46— To  Females,  JHIO  89. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  por  month— Of  Malea,  $6  Se^-Of  Females,  $5  28. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ;916  20— Of  Females,  gd  61. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  bo^rd  and  fuel,  ^600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  jflSS  70. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,         .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  S 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  U>  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12j^.— Average  No.  of  Schelais,  23.^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^18. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  |f[2,200  00. — Income  from  same,  glS&  00. 

Books  used.-— £l^//it^:>— Worcester's  and  Webster's.  J2«a</tf^-^Te8tament,  Bible,  Easy 
Lessons,  Child's  Guide,  Intelligent  Reader,  Enelish  Reader.  Grammar— Smith's.  Oeogra- 
phy — Parley's,  Olney's,  Smith's.  ^nY/im«/tc— Smitli'Sj  DaboU's,  Colburn's,  Adams'.  AU  otk" 
ers — Algebra,  Euclid,  Andrews'  and  Stoddard's  Latin  Grammar,  Latin  Reader,  &c. 

Selections  from  Report.  ^  *  In  one  important  particular,  the  com- 
mittee feel  bound  to  notice  a  decided  improvement.  In  many  of  the  schools, 
the  department  of  writing  has  occupied  a  more  proniinent  place ;  the  teaQhers 
having  attended  to  the  exercise  with  greater  regularity,  and  having  taken  more 
pains  with  the  scholars  while  thus  engaged.  The  good  effect  is  seen  in  the 
improved  appearance  of  the  books  devoted  to  writine.  In  most  of  the  schools, 
the  standard  of  spelling  and  reading  is  deplorably  Tow.  In  both  particulars, 
gross  mistakes  often  grate  upon  the  ear.  Nor  is  this  a  matter  of  surprise.  For 
in  no  respect  have  the  committee  found  those,  who  have  been  presented  for 
examination,'  more  deficient  than  in  these  fundamental  branches.  White  they 
would  call  general  attention  to  this  point,  they  would  recommend  to  the  pru- 
dential committees,  to  mention  the  subject  to  those,  whom  they  would  employ, 
and  suggest  to  them  the  propriety  of  giving  it  paiticular  attention.  For,  if  the 
teachers  be  deficient  in  spelling  and  reading,  what  better  can  be  expected  of 
the  scholars  ?  In  that  case,  our  schools  must  fail  of  imparting  a  knowledge  of 
two  primary  branches  of  an  English  education.    •    *    • 

A  great  effort  is  now  making  in  this  Commonwealth,  to  raise  the  standard  of 
our  Common  Schools,  and  render  them  more  beneficial  to  our  children.  Whe* 
ther  it  will  prove  successful  or  not,  depends  much  upon  the  course  which 
parents  pursue.  And  they  and  their  children  are  most  deeply  interested  in 
the  result.  If  it  fail,  the  injury  will  come  to  their  own  doors,  and  they,  oo 
whom  th^ir  expectations  are  built,  who  are  to  inherit  their  possessions,  aud 
hand  down  their  names,  will  suffer  the  consequences.  If  it  succeed,  parents 
must  lend  a  helping  haivd.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— CiiAKi.ES  J.  Hinsdale,  Timothy  H.  Kxox. 
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BRIMPIELD  Ul)PDpirfatkwi,M18,    VaklaUoB,  f[4(^73S  QOl 

^    •      -       •       C       Number  of  Public  Schoole,  10. 
(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  ail  ages  in  all  the  Sehools^In  Summer,  SdS-In  Winter,  414. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  240— In  Winter,  343. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  a^e  in  the  town,  413.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  28.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  $3. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  64  mths.  14  d^s*- In  Summer,  28  14— In  Winter,  36. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M,   — .F.  n.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  8— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  pier  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^^ib  4^— To  Females,  $\Z  69. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montb^-Of  Males,  $1  OO-Of  Females,  $^  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ;jfl8  4J&-Of  Females,  %1 59. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;^90Q. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  gS16, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. -^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  2.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .^-Aggre- 

gate paid  for  tuition,  526. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 


Remark. — ^The  average  number  of  scholars  Id  the  Private  School  is' not  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Why  shall  we  employ  competent  teach- 
6rB,  (and  not  unfrequeutly,  those  that  teach  our  summer  schools  are  the  most 
competent,)  and  waste  our  money  upon  them  ?  And  surely  it  is  wasted,  as  it 
regards  one  third,  at  least,  of  those  children  who  shoidd  be  at  school.  We 
nope,  erelong,  to  see  our  summer  schools  something  more  than  a  mere  apoiogy 
lor  such  schools.  If  parents  would  but  consider  the  matter ;  if  th^y  would 
place  a  pro[)er  estimate'  upon  the  education  of  their  children,  they  would  re- 
gard that  as  an  exceedingly  narrow  policy  which  should  lead  them  to  keep 
their  children  from  school,  during  an  entire  season,  for  the  sake  of  the  few  six- 
pences they  might  earn  at  home.  Besides,  it  should  be  considered,  that,  in  long 
days  in  the  summer,  children  may  find  time  to  do,  in  domestic  concerns,  about 
all  they  are  capable  of  doing  at  that  early  age,  and  attend  school  six  hours  in  a 
day ;  and  so  much  employment  they  might  need  as  suitable  exercise,  to  enable 
them  to  prosecute  their  studies  to  advantage.    *    *    * 

Do  any  say,  that  a  lower  estimate  is  to  be  put  upon  our  summer,  than  our 
winter  schools,  because  they  are  usually  taught  by  females.^  This  is  a  reason 
why  they  should  be  held  in  higher  estimation,  for  we  are  fully  satisfied,  that 
females,  in  general,  are  the  most  successful  teachers,  and  we  would  no  sooner 
approbate  one  to  instruct  a  summer,  than  a  winter  school ;'  that  is  to  say,  we 
would  require  the  same  qualifications  for  both.  Is  not  the  principal  reason  why 
our  winter  schools  are  so  much  more  numerously  attended  than  those  in  sum- 
tner,  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  our  children  then  have  little  or  nothing  to  do 
&t  home  ?  and  thus  their  education  is  made  a  mere  incidental  afifair,  to  be  pur- 
sued simply  when  they  have  nothing  else  to  do.  We  speak  freely  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  we  regard  it  of  vital  importance  in  elevating  the  standard  of  edu- 
cation in  the  community. 

We  come  now  to  speak  of  our  schools  during  the  last  winter,  and  it  gives  us 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  report,  as  we  think,  a  manifest  improvement  upon  those 
ofthe  previous  winter.    •    *    * 

We  were  sorry  to  find  some  of  our  schools  closing  just  at  the  time  they  were 
heginning  to  improve.  Such  was  the  fact  with  those,  that  were  continued  for 
only  three  months.  We  are  constrained  to  believe,  that  the  last  of  four  months,' 
io  schools  properly  instructed,  is  worth  one  third  more  to  the  pupils,  than 
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either  of  the  preceding.  Besides,  with  those  schools  that  close  on  the  last  of 
February,  one  entire  month  is  well  nigh  lost  to  the  children,  and  to  their  par- 
ents too ;  for,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  then*  serrices  at  home  could  be  of  little 
worth* 

We  hope,  that  the  time  is  not  fiir  distant,  when,  by  an  increase  of  the  public 
money,  or  by  pursuing  plans  of  stricter  economy  in  its  use,  no  school  in  town 
shall  be  kept  for  a  shorter  period  than  four  months  for  one  session,  making 
eight  months  for  the  year,  and,  of  course,  leaving  four  for  yacations ;  which,  all 
must  allow,  is  sufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient. 

One  method,  by  which,  with  the  same  amount  of  money  as  is  now  raised, 
the  schools  miffht  be  prolonged,  is  by  the  seyeral  districts  furnishing  the  fuel; 
and  another,  the  itinerant  boardinc  of  the  teacher ;  each  family,  that  can  do  it 
Gonyenientl^,  taking  their  turn  to  board  a  week  or  so,  and  thus  saving  the  ex- 
pense in  this  department,  to  prolong  the  schooL  To  this  measure,  there  may 
DC,  perhaps,  some  objections,  but  not  of  sufficient  weight,  it  b  believed,  to 
counterbalance  the  amount  of  advantage  to  be  gained.  This  plan,  it  could 
hardly  be  expected,  could  be  adopted  with  female  teachers,  and  especially  in 
Uie  winter,  nor,  with  such  teachers,  would  it  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose 
above  mentioned;  for,  at  the  rate  tbev  could  be  employed,  including  their 
board,  the  expense  of  four  months'  schooling  would  not  be  a  fraction  more, 
than  that  of  three  months  with  a  male  teacher.    *    *    * 

But  wliat  formidable  objection  can  be  found,  against  the  itinerant  boarding  of 
a  male  teacher  ?  In  the  first  place,  he  will  need  the  exercise,  to  promote  his 
health  and  render  elastic  his  spirits.  And  in  the  second  place,  it  ^ives  him  a 
fine  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  the  families  of  his  pupils,  and  they 
with  him,  and  thus  to  excite  a  deeper  interest  in  himself^  and  in  the  prosperity 
of  his  school,  than  it  is  possible  for  him  to  do  bj  boarding  in  one  place. 
*'  Wherever  he  goes,  he  is  a  welcome  guest  The  children  feel  honored  by  his 
presence,  and  the  parents  are  happy  to  have  him  at  their  table  and  by  their  fire- 
side." if  he  is  the  right  sort  of  a  man,  he  will  thus  win  their  coniSdence,  so 
that  the  children  will  more  cheerfully  attend  school,  and  the  parents  will  the 
more  cheerfully  send  them.  Thusi,  while  many  advantages  of  this  kind  grow 
out  of  this  itinerant  boarding  of  the  teacher,  the  expense  of  which  is  not  felt, 
some  90  or  more  dollars,  for  a  single  winter,  is  saved  to  the  district,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  advancing  the  improvement  of  our  children  in  useful  learning.  *  *  *  , 

Some  of  the  defects  in  our  system,  which  were  mentioned  by  the  committee 
of  last  year,  we  are  sorry  to  say  still  exist.  Such  as  inconstancy  in  attendance, 
tardiness,  the  older  scholars  frequently  leaving  the  school  before  the  term  clo- 
ses; to  which  may  be  added,  that  of  consuming  the  teachei^s  time,  by  having 
too  maiw  sorts  of"^  books  in  the  same  branch.  We  have,  for  instance,  found 
four  diTOrent  classes,  in  the  same  school,  in  geography ;  there  being  so  many 
dif^rent  geographies  introduced,  when  there  should  have  been  but  one,  except 
it  might  be  some  simple  work,  for  the  small  children.    •     •    • 

Your  committee  would  take  the  liberty  of  offering  a  suggestion  or  two,  on 
the  subject  o£ Bdioolhoutes.  Great  care  should  be  taken,  as  it  regards  this  mat- 
ter, would  you  successfully  advance  the  education  of  your  children,  and  im- 
prove their  manners  and  taste.  Now,  it  is  a  fact  not  to  be  questioned,  little  as 
It  may  be  considered,  that  children  take  their  shape,  particularly  as  it  regards 
their  manners,  from  their  early  associations ;  and  very  much  is  depending  upon 
the  place  with  which  their  pumai  ofleaminft  is  associated.  Would  you  make 
them  groveling,  and  coarse,  and  vulgar,  and  prevent  their  forming  a  correct 
and  delicate  teste  }  there  is  no  more  sure  way  to  do  it,  than  to  send  them,  year 
after  year,  to  a  schoolhouse  about  which  everything  is  coarse  and  unseemly; 
whose  writing  desks  are  botched  up  out  of  the  very  poorest  materials,  and 
which,  consequently,  the  scholars  foel  at  perfect  liberty  to  cut  and  hack,  de- 
face and  destroy;  whose  walls,  if  plastered  at  all,  present  a  surface  as  uneven 
as  the  ocean  in  a  storm ;  whose  windows  are  so  shackling,  as  to  keep  up  in 
the  wind,  a  constant  clattering ;  or  whose  broken  glazing  is  either  quite  open, 
or  supplied  with  anything;  but  glass ;  whose  doors  are  without  latch  or  catch ; 
whose  window  shutters,  if  such  there  be,  are  swinging  in  the  wind,  or  hang- 
ing by  a  solitaiy  hinge;  whose  floor  is  covered  with  filth,  not  to  be  removd 
more  than  once  in  a  season.    Now,  if  you  wish  to  make  your  children  vulgar 
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Hud  groF^]iiig,(8e]]d  tluom  to  sooie  web  i^e  as  this,  to  puimie  their  educatioiu 
But  QD  i)a^  ouifiur  hanct^  if  you  would  wish  to  humanize  and  refine  them,  and 
proQAQte  in  them  habits  of  cleanliness  and  taste,,  provide  them  a  schoc^house 
every  way  neat  and  commodious.  Bee  that  everything  is  done  up  in  good 
s^le ;  that  the.  heqches  sod  deslui  are  handsomely  madei  and,  withal,  conve« 
jxvwX  f  so  that  the  scholar  can  dp  &{»  work  to  good  advantage.  And  then  se9 
to  i;^  that  it  is  often  cleansed,  and  also,  that  it  is  so  warmed,  that  its  temperature 
oaay  be  congenial  to  health,  and  to  the  successful  pursuit  of  study.  There  are 
district  schoolhouses  in  this  Commonwealth,  that  would  not  suffer  in  point  of 
n^ntoeac^  in  comparison,  we  were  about  to  say,  with  some  of  the  best  rooms  in 
our  private  dwellings.  Fainted  inside,  as  well  as  out,  with  handsome  desks 
and  good  easy  seats ;  furnished  with  a  ward-robe,  book-case,  clock,  thennome- 
ter,  school  apparatus^  ^c,  &c.  And  these  are  the  houses  that  are  kept  clean, 
and  whose  desks,  and  benches,  and  walls,  the  scholars  would  never  think  of 
de&cing,  because  of  their  neatness.  Send  your  children  to  such  a  place  for  in- 
struction, and  they  will  instinctively  feel  some  ambition  to  be  somdfdn^,  and  do 
tomeibing.  It  will  have,  you  may  rely  upon  it,  a  mo8t  powerful  influence  in 
encouraging  them  in  the  pursuit  of  learning,  in  refining  their  manners,  in  di- 
vesting them  of  that  coarseness  and  vulgarity,  which  find  aliment  in  a  stable  or 
hovel ;  hut  not  in  a  clean,  tasteful,  pleasant  schoolhouse.  Some  of  our  school- 
houses  are  decent,  while  others  need  to  be  tlioroughly  new  modeled.     *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEG.— JosKPH  Vaill,  Ebenezea  Knioht,  Solomon  Homer,  Jr. 


n  TJJP  V'TJ?!?  J  (^ )  PoRw'alion.  1.290.    Valuation,  ^213,163  65. 

O-CI^ASJ^-ft,  .       .       .       .       I       Number  of  Public  Schools,  15. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  279— In  Winter,  386. 

(3)  Average  attendaiiiBe  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  207— In  Winter,  276. 

(4)  No»  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  401.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  18. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  35. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  90  mlhs.  14  day.— In  Summer,  63  14— In  Winter,  37. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  14.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^— M.  8— F.  5.   , 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ;;i7  94— To  Females,  ^11  42. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  S^  50— Of  Females,  S^  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $1%  44— Of  Females,  $&  92. 

(10)  Amocmt  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^620. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $      -  '  ' 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30.— Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^90. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^600  00.— Income  from  same,  ^^34  00. 

Books  VBKU^—SpelUng-^W^sier's  Elementary.  iS«a«;tiigw.Te8tameQt,  National  Reader, 
Class  Book,  Child's  Guide,  Early  Primer.  GramOTa/^-fimilh's,  IngersolPs,  Murray's.^  /^^og- 
rap/iy— Smith's,  Olney's,  Parley^*  and  Brinsraadc's.  Arithmetic— -iSmiiWs,  DaboUs,  Colburn's 
Mental.    All  others — Philosophy,  History,  Chemistry,  &c. 

Selections  fkom  Report.  *  •  In  the  discharge  oi  this  duty,  your  com- 
mittee have  more  than  once  found  themselves  in  difficult  and  delicate  circum- 
stances, from  the  fact,  that  too  many  who  offer  to  teach,  fail  of  giving  that  satis- 
faction, which  we  could  wish  and  which  the  schools  demand.  We  have  exer- 
cised much  lenity,  sometimes  even  to  a  fault,  as  the  sequel  has  proved ;  but  the 
facts  are,  our  prudential  committees  generally  neglect  hiring  a  teacher,  till  the 
last,  which  lays  your  Committee  under  the  necessity  of  delaying  their  notice  of 
examination,  till  just  before  the  time  for  the  schools  to  commence ;  and  then, 

31 
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if  an  incompetent  person  appears  and  applies  for  a  certificate,  he  must  obtiuii 
it,  or  the  school  he  wonld  keep  cannot  commence ;  and  the  prudential  commit* 
tee,  who  always  ought  to  be,  but  seldom  is  present,  is  subjected  to  the  trouble 
of  finding  another,  after,  as  is  supposed,  the  best  are  en^ged.  Your  commit- 
tee then  are  often  charged  with  being  unnecessarily  rigid ;  and,  if  a  teacher 
fill  Is,  after  obtaining  a  certificate,  either  in  aptness  to  teach,  or  skill  in  managing 
a  school, — ^two  requisites  without  which  no  teacher  can  succeed,  and  of  which 
an  unerring  judgment  cannot  be  formed  when  the  certificate  is  given, — ^your 
committee  are  then  held  responsible  for  the  failure.   *    *    * 

Your  committee  feel  bound  to  complain,  that,  in  their  visitations,  they  have 
not  enjoyed  that  cooperation  of  the  prudential  committee  and  parents,  which 
must  be  rendered  before  our  schools  will  be  what  they  ma^  be.  There  is 
reason  to  believe,  but  few  even  of  the  prudential  committee  visit  their  schools 
during  their  continuance.  Would  it  not  give  a  new  impulse  to  our  schools,  if 
prudential  committees  and  parents  would  visit  their  teacher  and  children  in 
school,  at  its  commencement,  during  its  progress,  and  at  its  close  ?  Could  they 
not  then  better  judge  of  its  success  or  failure  ?  Will  parents  rise  early,  sit  up 
late,  toil  through  life,  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulness,  all  for  their  children, 
and  yet  forget  their  mental  improvement?  Will  they  not  watch  their  chil- 
dren's progress  with  all  a  parent's  care?  In  what  other  business  do  you  em- 
ploy a  male  or  female  one  half  or  three  fourths  of  the  year,  and  never  inspect 
their  work,  taking  it  for  granted  that  all  is  well  ?    •    *    • 

Your  committee  have  given  special  instruction  to  those  teachers,  to  whom 
they  have  given  certificates,  to  attempt  to  enforce  and  instruct  in,  the  first  rudi- 
ments. In  years  past,  there  has  been  an  error  with  our  teachers  in  this  very 
thing.  Our  teachers  have  paid  too  much  regard  to  the  higher  branches  of  edu- 
cation, to  the  neglect  of  first  principles.  They  have  taken  to  philosophy,  or 
the  dead  languages,  before  obtaining  a  thorough  knowledge  even  of  reading 
and  spelling. 

Our  teachers  more  often  fail  in  this  very  point,  not  having  sufficiently  mas- 
tered that,  which  they  are  required  to  teach.  It  is  well  known,  that  our  Com- 
mon Schools  are  ada|)ted  to  elementary  instruction,  which  can  only  be  learned 
easily  in  the  early  period  of  life.  Reading  and  spelling  should  be  thoroughly 
taught  there.  If  a  scholar  leaves  the  district  school  without  a  thorough  foun- 
dation, bein^  a  poor  reader,  or  a  poor  speller,  he  is  likely  to  remain  so  all  the 
days  of  his  life.  Your  committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  reporting,  that  the 
above  instructions  have  not  been  without  success.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  have  to  say,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  majority  of  school- 
houses  in  town  are  badly  located,  and  worse  constructed ;  that  is,  some  of  them 
are  crowded  almost  into  the  highway,  or  unnecessarily  exposed.    *    *    * 

In  Chester,  are  recorded  seventeen  school  districts,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  might  be  reduced  to  twelve,  and  the  town  be  benefited  Give 
to  twelve  teachers  what  you  give  to  seventeen,  and  you  would  obtain  a  higher 
grade  of  teachers.  You  could  keep  twelve  longer  than  seventeen,  with  the 
same  money,  and  the  only  objection  to  this  is,  coat  of  change,  and  extra  travel, 
for,  perhaps,  a /etr  of  the  children.  Those  children,  who  go  further  in  conse- 
quence of  such  change,  would  be  likely  to  be  compensated  for  their  extra 
travel,  with  a  better  teacher,  a  longer  school,  at  a  less  average  expense,  and  a 
guaranty  of  better  progress ;  for  every  man  of  observation  knows,  or  may 
know,  that,  under  a  competent  teacher,  a  scholar  will  learn  more  in  four 
months  than  in  three,  and  much  more  in  a  school  of  forty,  than  in  one  of  ten 
scholars. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  interests  of  the  Common  Schools 
demand  some  action  of  the  town  in  reference  to  the  school  districts.    *    •    * 

After  giving  the  above  detailed  specifications,  your  committee,  in  brief, 
report,  that,  generally,  the  schools  are  all  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  and,  as  a 
whole,  appear  to  be  doing  much  for  the  education  and  improvement  of  those, 
who,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  must  soon  fill  the  places  you  now 
occupy.    *    •    • 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  wish  to  say, — go  on  with  unfaltering  steps,  in 
the  support  of  all  measures,  which  promise  to  give  efficiency  to  your  CommoD 
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Schools  ;  for  they  are  iQcoraparably  the  most  important  of  all  the  institutions  of 
learoiog,  in  this  land  of  colleges,  academies  and  private  schools.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMlTT£E.^Gso.  W.  Ltmaw.  Jobh  S.  Tayloe. 


CR  A  NVTT  TV*  \^^^  Population,  1,439.    Valuation,  ^277,868  00. 

'    *       *       *        C       Number  of  Public  Schools,  11. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  308— In  Winter,  402. 

(3)  Average  attendance  ^n  the  Schools — In  Summer,  235— In  Winter,  246. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  4d9.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  18.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  88  mths. — In  Summer,  53— In  Winter,  35. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  11. — ^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6 — F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  %\^  17 — To  Females,  %\^  76. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %^  21— Of  Females,  %b  30. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^12  96— Of  Females,  %b  46. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^550. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^509. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  24J — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  44.— -Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  j^604. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %  .-—Income  from  same,  % 

Books  usbd. — Spellirtg — Webster's  Spelling  Book  and  Dictionary.  l?«a</tR^I^— Child's 
Gaide,  Intelligent  Reader,  Reader's  Guide.  Grammar — Smith's.  GrecgropAy— Smith's. 
iiri^m«<ic^-Smith'8.    All  other9~~Com8lock*s  Philosophy. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  No  position  can  be  more  certain,  than 
that  all  political  order  and  happiness  depend  upon  the  correct  training  of  the 
risiog  generation.  Sagacious  men  have  been  fully  aware,  that,  if  the  young  are 
thoroughly  initiated  into  any  system,  good  or  bad,  that  system  will  prevaiL 
Hence  it  is,  that  the  youth  of  every  country  have  been  regarded,  by  the  wise 
and  the  good,  with  intense  interest.  Hence,  too,  the  Common  School  system, 
if  well  managed,  must  be  valuable  beyond  all  price. 

This  town,  from  its  first  settlement,  has  been  liberal  in  the  support  of  Com- 
paon  Schools  But,  as  the  standard  of  education  rises,  teachers  of  higher  qual- 
ifications will  be  required,  and  there  should  be  a  steady  advance  in  appropria- 
tions for  their  support.  On  this  subject,  there  is  an  increased  interest  through 
the  Commonweahh,  which  begins  to  be  felt,  in  no  small  measure,  in  this  place. 

The  schools,  during  the  year  which  now  closes,  have  proceeded  quietly,  for 
the  most  part,  and  with  evident  proficiency.  Experience  proves,  beyond  de- 
hate,  that  schools  under  female  teachers,  are,  generally,  the  most  prosperous. 
£ven  in  iointer  schools,  which  are  not  large,  and  especially  where  the  more 
forward  scholars  are  sent  to  select  schools,  female  teachers  are  employed  with 
Buccess.  It  18  well  known,  that  they  possess  a  full  share  of  kindness,  patience 
ftnd  perseverance.  Nor  are  they  deficient  in  that  peculiar  management,  which 
is  80  happy  In  Common  Schools. 

The  disposition  to  employ  cheap  teachers  is  fast  passing  away.  The  general 
voice  is,  <*  Give  us  good  teachers  and  pay  them  accordingly^ 

After  all  that  can  he  said  in  favor  of  our  schools,  there  are  many  things,  to 
which  your  committee  cannot  refer  but  with  sadness  and  censure.  Many  things 
'  need  correction  in  relation  to  schooUiouses,  Some  are  located  on  the  highest 
points  of  land,  exposed  to  the  winter  blasts ;  others  on  low  grounds,  where 
children  must  wade  in  water  or  in  mire,  ^me  are  in  such  a  state  of  dilapida- 
tion as  to  be  utterly  unfit  for  use.    The  schoolhouse  in  South  lane  district, 
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* 

West  Parish,  is  of  thito  deseriiidmi.  In  this  wealtlhy  disiriet,  n^  fUty  M^)«ii 
to  be  educated,  sneh  a  house  ought  not  to  be-tofenited  a  single  motttfr.  la 
some  instances  the  school-rooms  are  not  properly  ventilated.  In  the  Southeast 
district  is  a  new  house,  finely  arranged,  and  yet  we  learo,  that  the  teacher  lost 
his  health,  the  last  winter,  and  prematurely  closed  the  school.    *    *    * 

The  committee  remaric,  with  pleasure,  that,  within  the  past  two  years,  school- 
houses  have  been  much  improved.  One  house  has  been  erected,  and  six  have 
undergone  thorough  repairs.  The  prospect  brightens,  that  the  defbcts  in  school- 
houses  will  soon  be  remedied,  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended,  that  this  sub- 
ject receive  the  attention  which  it  merits  Your  meeting-houses  are  built  with 
taste  and  convenience,  and  why  should  not  the  schoolhouse,  where  your  chil- 
dren are  doomed  to  spend  ten  or  twelve  of  the  most  precious  years  of  life,  be 
prepared  and  furnished,  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  contribute  to  their  comfort  and 
attract  their  attention. 

Parenis  are  often  much  in  fault,  in  relation  to  the  duties  which  they  owe  to 
Common  Schools.  In  some  instances  there  is  a  disposition  to  listen  to  the 
tale-bearing  of  children,  in  their  fault-finding  against  the  teacher.  Thus  the 
teacher,  upon  a  mere  tx-pcartt  hearing,  is  censured,  or  even  turned  out  of  school. 

There  is  great  neglect,  on  the  part  of  parents,  with  respect  to  visiJtwg  schools. 
In  one  district  only,  the  Northeast,  has  this  duty  been  regularly  performed,  and 
here  the  efiTect  has  been  perceptible  and  salutary.    *    *    * 

But  the  greatest  favU^-^  all  others  the  greaiesti~An  our  schools,  ia  the  tncoii* 
stant  aiten&nce  of  the  children.  The  average  attendance  has  not  much  exceeded 
one  half  the  average  number  of  the  scholars,  if  the  registers,  kept  by  the 
teachers,  had  not  furnished  this  fact,  it  would  not  have  been  credible.  That 
nearly  one  half  of  the  children,  on  an  average,  should  be  kept  fi'om  school,  is 
full  proof  of  great  apathy  on  the  part  of  parents.  By  this  means,  one  half  of  the 
expense  of  our  Public  Schools  is  lost,  for  it  costs  no  more  to  teach  the  whole 
school  than  half  of  it  And,  besides,  how  can  children  learn,  who  are  kept 
away  from  school,  one,  ttvo,  or  thru  days  in  a  week  ?  What  perplexity  must  it 
fiive  the  teacher,  to  meet  one  set  of  scholars,  one  day,  and  another  the  next? 
How  will  it  derange  his  plans  and  his  classes!  This  evil  misht  be  remedied. 
Jf  it  is  not  remedied,  our  schools  can  never  bring  to  children  the  greatest 
amount  of  useful  learning.    *    *    * 

Some  fiarents,  we  are  happy  to  know,  are  not  guilty  of  this  error.  Their 
children  are  at  school,  punctually  and  constantly.  Distance  is  no  hindrance. 
The  storm  and  the  cold  are  no  hindrance.  They  are  at  school,  except  they  are 
sick.  They  may  sufifer,  through  the  delinquency  of  othei*s.  The  whole  school 
suffers,  in  its  discipline,  order  and  proficiency,  through  the  inconstancy  of  the 
delinquent  children.  But  those  who  attend  daily,  will  form  habits,  which  will 
be  permanent  If  permitted  to  live,  they  will  occupy  the  firet  places  of  busi- 
ness and  usefulness.  They  will  constitute  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our  beloved 
country.  May  this  toum,  (he  coming  year^  fwmit^  many  examples  of  children,  who 
are  never  delinquent  in  attendance  at  school,  except  they  are  sick, 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Timothy  M.  Coolbt,  John  Higlxt. 


HOLLAND     ....       J(l)  PopiiIaU6a,4a5.    ValiMUon,  J[8t,9il  OO. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  sge  ia  the  town,  lOi. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  i^  Sebools,  tsolsdlag  only-  the  iMi*es  of 
Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  gWK}. 

RxMAEKS.— There  is  no  return  from  Holland,  but  only  a  certifieate  of  the 
number  of  persons  betvreen  4  and  16  yearn  of  age,  and  tlie  amount  of  money 
nused  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools. 

ScLKCTioNs  PROM  RspoR'T.  *  *  Universal  praiso  18  00  pnito  at  fill.-  When 
we  say  that  our  teachers^  during  the  past  year,  did  whiffy  we  would  not  be  nii<- 
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dKrMM>il  to  ttMttd,. thAt  «dtti0  of  them  mSj^t  not  hiive'  dooe^  beliepj  Thtir^^  ii 
alwii3r9  room  forimpro^emeot^  and  in  Bothkif  mora-  than  m  the*  MMnce  of 
teaching,  training  and  soverning,  undisciplined  and  vnlau^t  minda. 

There  are  several  thin|p  that  lie  in  the  way  of  the  unprovement  of  our 
schools,  which  it  is  the  business  of  your  committee  to  point  out,  that  a  reform 
may  take  ptaoO^  soob* 

Our  BCboolhouses  are  uneonofiMtabler  places  of  abode,  in  their  present  condit- 
io, and  it  is  obvious  that  something  must  be  done  soon,  to  make  them  better. 
Our  children,  as  the  houses  now  are,  sometimes  suffer  with  the  cold,  sometimes 
with  the  smoke,  and  always  with  uncomfortable  seats  and  writing  tables. 

AAOthcor  thing  that  lies  in  the- way.  of  the  Hnpcovementof  our  schools,  is  a 
want  of  uniforjaity  in  class  booka.    *    *    • 

Another  difficulty*  is  the  want  of  prompt  and  constant  attendance  by  our 
flehokirsi.  Some  of  them. are  not  at  school  till  late  in  the  morning^  and  others 
want  leave  of  absence  by  the  middle  of  the  afternoon.  Such  get  but  little,  or 
no  good  themselves^  and  they  injure  otliers,  for  coming  in  and  going  out  of 
Mhool)  IB  the  proper  hours  of  study,,  makes  confusion  among  the.  whole. 

Aoocher  evil,  that  is  in-  the  way  of  the  improvement  of  our  sohools^  is  the 
want  of  a  deeper  interest  of  the  parents  of  our  children,  in.  these  schools.  It 
was  not  so  in  former  days.  Some  20  or  30  years  ago,  your  committee  were 
teachers  of  Common  Schools,  and  so  far  as  they  are  acquainted,  parents  took  a 
greater  and.  deeper  interest  in  these  schools,  than  they  now  do.  The  close  of  a 
district  school  then,  waa  quite  a  holyday.  'The  school  house,  inside,  would  be 
aa  white  and  clean,  as  soap  and  water  and  many  hands  could  make  it^  the 
scholars  dressed  in  their  best  habit,  and  the  whole  house  full  to  overflowing,  of 
lathers  and  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  others,  from  neighboring  dis- 
tricts. This  closing  examination  and  exhibition  of  the  school)  was  anticipated 
from  the  begiuniog,  by  the  teachers  and  their  scholars,  and  much  pains  were 
taken  to  make  it  meet  the  high  expectation  of  the  districts  and  of  the  town. 
At  the  present  day,  pwrents  seem  to  stand  ak>o^.and  are  seldom,  seen  inside  of  a 
achoolbouae,  when  the  school  is  in  session.    *    *    * 

While  we  are  teaching  our  children  to  be  wise,  we  must  teach  them  to  be 
good,  or  they  will  make  a  bad  use  of  th«r  wisdom.  If  sound  religion  be  not 
made  the  foundation  of  an  education,  the  superstructure  will  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  history  of  the  human  character  proves  this.  We  should,  therefore,  desire 
good  men  to  teach  our  schools,  that  they  may  diffuse  a  spirit  of  goodness  into 
the  minds  Of  our  children,  at  the  same  time  they  are  teaching  them  human 
kDowledg& 

SCHOOL  COtklMITTEE.-^AVX8  Sanopobd,  Zeb»a  Flstchkr,  Dayi^  B.  i)i£4«. 


Lnj\raMfPAnnW  J(l)  Population,  1^1.    Valuation,  5300,172  50. 

^  Uiy  ixm  £i  AU  UWy        .       I        ^^^^^  ^f  p^j^ij^  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  236— In  Winter,  334. 

(3)  Average  aUeadanee  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  188— In  Winter,  277. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  betw^n  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  326.- No.  of  persons  nnder  4 

years  of  age  who  aUend  School,  IS.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  27. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  68  mths.  7  days— In  Summer,  28  7— In  Winter,  SO. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Snmmer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  f  22  20— To  Females,  J 10  91. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 20— Of  Females,  $5  37. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $15  00— Of  Females,  g6  54. 

(10)  AmovBt  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  ineloding  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  fTOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contribnted  for  PubKe  Schools,  5307  50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 
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(13)  No.  of  unineorporated  Aeademiof,  Private  Schools^  and  Sehoolf  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  S.-^Agfregale  of  montbi  kept,  8.— Average  No.  of  Seholan,  62.— Aggre- 
galb  paid  for  tuicion,  jSfl87. 

(14)  Amoiiot  of  Local  Fmidt,  ^731  00.— Income  from  tame,  $4A  86. 

Books  used. — fi|petftfu^— Webster*!  Spelling  Book  and  Dictionary.  Reading^^AneeWs 
Union  Series,  Nps.  5  and  6,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Intelligent  Reader,  Bible,  Child's 
Guide.  Orammor— Hall's,  Smith's,  Murray's.  Oeogremhif — Huntington's.  Malte-Bnin's,  Ol- 
nev's,  Village  School,  Smith's.  ilrd/ime(ic— Smith's,  Aclams',  Colbum's  First  Lessons.  AU 
otnert — Assembly's  Shorter  Catechism. 

Selections  fkoii  Report.  *  *  There  has  been  a  general  and  marked 
improvement  in  the  schools,  the  past  year,  and  they  are  in  a  better  condition 
than  we  have  ever  before  found  them.  So  iar  as  your  committee  have  been 
able  to  observe,  there  has  been  a  more  punctual  attendance  by  the  scholars,  which 
has  contributed  much  to  the  order  of  the  schools,  and  to  the  progress  of  the 
scholars  in  their  studies.  There  is,  however,  still  some  deficiency  in  this  res- 
pect, and  we  know  not  how  it  can  be  remedied,  until  parents  and  guardians  see 
the  evUs  of  it,  and  feel  the  necessity  of  sending  their  children  to  the  school,  so 
that  they  shall  be  present  at  the  hour  the  school  begins.    *    *    • 

*  *  The  younger  scholars  have  learned  to  read  in  less  time,  and  more  cor- 
rectly, by    *    *    being  taught  letters  and  words  at  the  same  time.    •    *    *    ^ 

There  has  also  been  improvement,  in  defining  words  and  phrases.  Efforts 
in  this  respect  appear  to  have  awakened  new  interest  in  scholars,  and  so  far  as 
made,  have  been  successful.  Here,  much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  which  can 
be  accomplished  only  by  efforts  continued  from  year  to  year.    *    *    * 

With  all  the  improvements  made,  your  committee  still  fijid  some  deficiencies, 
which  do  prevent,  and,  unless  they  are  remedied,  which  will  prevent,  the  great- 
er improvement  which  might  be  made.  To  some  extent,  there  is  yet  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  school-rooms.  The  seats  are  badly  constructed,  and  badly  ar- 
ranged ;  they  cramp  or  draw  the  body  into  an  unnatural  and  uncomfortable 
position ;  the  scholars  are  soon  fatigued,  uneasy  and  restless,  and  therefore  do 
not  study.  Some  of  the  seats  and  desks  are  so  arranged)  that  they  are  much 
more  convenient  for  play  than  for  study ;  and  until  children  cease  to  be  chil- 
dren, there  will  be  some  who  will  take  all  possible  advantage  of  this ;  and  the 
teacher  must  spend  much  of  his  time  and  strength  in  preventing  mischief^  and 
in  the  end  be  blamed  by  some,  for  not  having  done  more  in  teaching  their  chil- 
dren.   *    •    • 

Another  deficiency  is,  a  want  of  interest  in  the  schools  among  parents  and 
guardians.  Some  parents  have  manifested  more  interest,  and  have  visited  the 
t  schools,  with  very  happy  effect ;  but  very  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
respect    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Mahttn  Tupper,  Hubbard  Beebe. 


T  TTHT  nVIT  M')  Population,  1,329.    Valuation,  ;^285,4£3 08. 

S^UUl^UrV,      .       .       •       .       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  290— In  Wiiiter,-426 . 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  227— In  Winter,  336. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  361. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  27 — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  68  mlhs.  14  days. — In  Summer,  32  14— In  Winter,  36. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   —P.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintexu-M.  5— F.  8 
{7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ;^22  80— To  Females,  gH  20. 
(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  mouth— Of  Males,  $1 20— Of  Females,  $5  10. 

<9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\5  60^-^f  Females,  $7  10. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 
Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $160. 
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(11)  AmcQfit  of  boftfd  and  fuel,  if  aoy,  eontribated  for  Public  Sehods,  5S68. 

(12)  No.  of  iDeorporated  Academies,   .^— Aggregate  of  moDlht  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .•^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated' Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  lOiP— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  68.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  386.^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  t^l5, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  .—Income  from  same,  g 

Books  used.— S'pe^^ifijjw.Webster's,  Hazen's  Speller  and  D^finer.  iSecuftnc^National 
Reader,  Intelligent  Reader,  Child's  Guide,  Easy  Primer.  Grammar— Smith's.  Ueography-^ 
Smith's,  Peter  Parley's  Small.    ilr»(Am«fu;— Smith's,  Col  bum's.    Other  books  are  used. 

SsLEGTioifs  FROM  RspoRT.  *  *  In  regard  to  the  improvements,  we  are 
sorry  to  eay  that,  during  the  year,  there  have  been  but  few,  if  any,  improve* 
ments.  We  know  of  but  a  single  instance,  that  is  worthy  of  notice.  One 
wbool,  hitherto  very  large,  has,  during  the  season,  been  divided  and  two  teach- 
ers employed  instead  of  one  ;  the  larger  scholars  being  placed  under  the  care  of  a 
male  teacher,  and  the  smaller,  of  a  female.  This  is  an  improvement,  even 
though  the  scholars  should  not  be  in  school  more  than  three  fourths  as  many 
months  or  weeks  in  the  year,  as  when  they  were  all  imder  the  care  of  one 
teacher.    *    •    * 

'  In  regard  to  the  defects  in  the  methods  or  means  of  education,  the  commit- 
tee would  observe,  that,  in  many  of  our  districts,  there  is  cause  to  complain  of 
the  scbooihouses.  In  some  of  them,  there  is  a  degree  of  convenience  and  neat- 
ness in  their  construction  and  finish,  and  something,  that  is  an  approximation, 
at  least,  to  what  may  be  considered  comfortable ;  but  even  this  cannot  be  said 
of  more  than  ofie  hay"  of  the  scbooihouses  in  our  districts.  Some  are  inconve- 
nient in  their  construction  ;  others  are  poorly  finished,  so  that,  in  cold  weather, 
much  of  the  time  must  be  taken  up  in  going  to  the  fire.    *    *    * 

Another  thing,  that  operates  unfavorably  to  the  success  of  our  schools,  is 
the  almost  entire  neglect,  on  the  part  of  parents  and  guardians,  to  visit  them. 
In  some  few  of  the  schools,  some  of  the  parents  have  visited,  perhaps,  once  or 
twice  during  the  year ;  but  of  the  greater  part,  it  must  be  said,  that  they  have 
known  nothms  of  the  schools,  by  actual  observation,  from  the  time  they  first 
commenced  till  they  closed.  An  individual  is  hired  to  teach  our  children,  a 
work  almost  more  important  than  any  other, — and  yet,  he  is  sufifered  to  go  on, 
week  after  week,  and  even  month  after  month,  and  we  never  once  inquire, 
whether  he  is  doing  them  good  or  not ;  whether  he  is  idling  away  his  time, 
and  causing  our  children  to  form  indolent  habits ;  or,  whether  he  is  improving 
them  and  preparing  them  for  future  usefulness.    *    *    * 

To  one  district,  these  remarks  will  not  apply.  In  that  district,  parents  have 
been  more  ready  to  do  their  duty  ;  they  have  been  ready  to  visit  their  school, 
and  this  they  have  done  systematically.  Arrangements  have  been  made,  that 
the  school  should  be  visited  at  least  a  number  of  times  during  the  season. 
This  is  as  it  should  be.  Every  school  should  be  visited,  once  a  week,  by  some 
one  or  more  of  the  parents ;  or,  at  least,  once  a  fortnight,  and  once  or  twice 
during  the  season,  by  all  the  parents  together.    *    *    * 

But  another  difiSculty,  in  the  way  to  the  success  of  our  schools,  is  a  dislike 
to  the  law,  which  requires  a  committee  to  be  chosen  to  superintend  the 
Bchools.  Such  are  the  feelings  of  many  towards  such  a  committee,  that  their 
whole  object  seems  to  be,  not  to  assist,  but  to  oppose  them ;  and  not  unfre- 
quently,  the  displeasure  that  is  felt  towards  the  law  itself,  lalls  upon  the  execu- 
tive of  that  law,  so  that  it  becomes  imsafe  to  one's  private  interest  and  happi- 
ness, to  act  in  the  capacity  of  a  committee.  Owing  to  this  feeling  among  the 
people,  almost  the  entire  good  that  might  be  done,  by  the  committee,  must  be 
left  wholly  undone.  Some  would  have  the  committee  do  their  dut^,  and  are  , 
willing  to  sustain  them  in  doing  ir,  and,  if  they  do  not,  will  be  dissatisfied ; 
wljile  others  would  have  them  neglect  it,  and  are  ready  to  cry  out  against 
tbem,  if  they  do  not.  Thus,  if  they  neglect  their  duty,  or  perform  it,  they  will 
be  opposed,  and  thus,  too,  the  cause  of  education  is  made  to  suffer.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Alokzo  SanoersoK;  Geo.  Booth. 


^Uivot/iv,      .     .     .     .      I      xfwnJwofPi>Wieaqhoiiln,l6, 
(S)  No.  of  Seholan  of  all  aget  in  aH  tho  Soboplt^ln  aomnteiv  461^1a  Winter  644 
43)  ^F9ia«»ftU0iKliff«f  ia  Uw  Sohoolf-^Jo  JSuowWy  ^93— In  Wiotw,  4£9. 
|i)  JHq.  of  j^enoM  Mwaeo  4  ami  16  jomrf  of  ng^  in  4iia  lowQ,  608.-'-«No.  of  :|»e(«qm  vnder  4 
years  of  ago  who  attend  School,  fiO— No.  over  16  years  of  «g)9  wliQ  a^len4  School,  83. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  109  liiUw.  2|  i^ys.— In  ^oiMWr,^  7*-Jn  Wuiler,ZiO  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sommer— M.  — F.  16.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  IS— F.  3. 
^7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  inelading  bond    To  Hales,  pA  M^To  Feamlef,}  10  79. 

(8)  Aver<^  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  56 15— Of  Females,  j6  (9* 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\b  43— Of  Females,  $\  77. 
(1^  Amoont  of  money  raised  by  «a»s  4«r  liie  support  of  Seknoli,  faichidinf  cnfy  the  vagts  of 

Teachers,  boasd  and  Aiel,  f  1,100. 

flT)  Amount  of  board  and  ilid,  if  any,  contribated  Ibr  Public  Schools,  f96f . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. -.-Aggregate  of  months  kept,  XO.-^Av€rrage  No.  of 
Scholars,  63.— Aggregfite  paid  for  tuition,  ^861  75. 

(ID)  Nq.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  School^  and  Schools  kept  to  proloi]^  Common 
^chooU,  .— Aggregate  o|  months  kept,  .ir->Ave(age  No*  of  Scholars;  •^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  % 

(14)  Amount  of  LeoaJ  Funds,  $  rf-*Inoome  frem  same,  $ 

BooKa  vsicD.-^&MZjtfftfw-Easy  Primer,  Webster's  and  Town's  Spelling  Book.  Reading-*^ 
Bible,  First  Class  Book,  Intelligeni  Reader,  Child's  Guide,  iSullivan's  Political  Class  Book. 
Grammar — Pond's  Murray's  and  Smith's.  Geography— JDineys  and  Smith's.  Arithmetic — 
tlJolburn's,  Smith's,  Adams'.  All  others— 'Vfatia  on  the  'MincT,  Parley's  History  of  the  U.  9. 
and  Geography. 

Rebiarks. — It  is  believed  that  the  ayeragec  of  wages  and  of  board  are  rightly 
set  down  in  the  Abstract.  The  wages,  board,  &e.  of  two  iemale  teachecs  seem 
to  have  been  cairied  into  the  column  of  males,  because  they  kept  winter 
selMX>is ;— these  are  omitted  in  the  computation  for  nudes. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  We  are  more  and  more  convinced,  that 
the  systematic  visiting  of  the  schools,  which  is  required  by  the  law,  has  a  ben- 
eficinl  influence  upon  them.     •    »    * 

The  proficiency  of  scholars  in  learning,  in  a  Common  School,  depends  more 
upon  the  qualifications  of  the  teacher,  as  it  respects  his  learning,  and,  especially, 
his  talent  for  managing  and  giving  instruction,  than  upon  all  other  things  put 
together.  If  he  be  deficient  in  these  respects,  our  reasonable  expectations  will 
l>o  disappointed,  although  all  other  circumstances,  respecting  the  house  and 
lK>oks  and  inspection,  be  altogether  such  as  we  desire.  We  have  noticed,  that 
teachers  have  failed,  not  so  much  for  want  of  literary  qualifications,  as  ibr  want 
of  tact  in  governing,  in  communicating  instruction,  in  awakening  the  emulation 
of  their  pupils,  and  in  securing  their  confidence,  afiection  and  efiTorts  to  im- 
prove. We  feel  it,  therefore,  to  be  highly  important  to  obtain  good  teachers. 
Such  teachers  may  not  be  plenty,  but  we  believe  if  suitable  pains  be  taken, 
they  may  be  secured.  Let  the  committees  of  the  districts  look  out  for  them  in 
season,  and  not  wait  till  near  the  time  for  opening  the  school.  Let  them  engage 
none,  except  those  who  are  well  recommended,  and,  if  possible,  those  who  have 
had  experience  in  teaching, — and  let  them  be  ready  to  offer  good  wages,  and 
we  believe  they  will  not  fail  of  obtainuig  the  services  of  such  as  will  be  fiiithful 
and  successful.  If  teachers  have  done  well,  let  them  be  secured  for  the  next 
season,  even  if  higher  wages  be  necessary.  It  is  a  fact,  that  In  some  cases  the 
money  has  been  almost  lost,  as  it  respects  the  improvement  of  the  school,  by 
reason  of  the  incompetency  of  the  teacher,  who  was  employed  on  a  small  com- 
pensation. We  have  noticed  a  wide  diflference  in  schools  as  to  improvement, 
whose  advantages,  with  respect  to  terms,  house  and  other  conveniencies,  were 
equal.  This  difiTerence  was  owing  entirely  to  the  teachers  who  had  been  em- 
ployed. We  cannot,  indeed,  tell  how  a  new  teacher  will  succeed  until  he  has 
tried,  but  we  are  persuaded,  that  sufiSclent  pains  have  not  been  tnken  in  making 
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the  seleedoiL  Let  a  proper  compensation  be  ofiered^  and  good  teacihera  may 
be  obtained.  It  is  certain,  that  a  good  teacher  will  lead  forward  a  school  fur- 
ther, in  two  mouths,  than  an  ordinary  one  will  in  three  or  four.    *    *    ^ 

The  defect  with  regard  to  instruction  in  morals  and  manners,  as  provided 
for  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  concerning  public  instruction,  has  not,  we 
fear,  been  remedied.  This  is  an  exceedingly  important  part  in  the  education 
of  our  children.  It  should  be  insisted  on  as  essential.  The  welfare  of  the  com- 
muniQr  and  the  happiness  of  individuals,  in  a  social  state,  depend  more  upon 
virtuous  principles  and  good  manners  than  upon  any  thinff  else.  This  branch 
of  training  in  our  schools  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  nor  neglected.    *    *    * 

School  District  Libraries  have  been  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  some  progress  made  in  publishing  suitable  books.  Such  libraries,  we  have 
no  doubt,  would  be' of  great  importance  to  the  young,  if  the  books  were  well 
selected.    •    •    • 

The  teachers  of  the  schools,  during  a  part  of  the  last  winter,  held  a  teachers' 
meeting,  once  in  two  weeks,  for  mutual  improvement  in  the  mode  ^  of  teaching 
and  manner  of  managing  schools,  w^ich  was  very  interesting  to  them,  and,  we 
think,  of  much  benefit  to  the  schools.  At  this  meeting,  the  committee  had  op- 
portunity to  meet  with  and  advise  the  teachers.  In  this  way,  the  teachers  may 
be  greatly  benefited ;  and  if  teachers  would  occasionally  visit  each  others 
schools,  it  would  tend  to  awaken  emulation,  and,  of  course,  to  promote  their 
own  improvement  and  that  of  their  pupils. 

In  conclusion,  we  say,  that  the  children  and  youth,  connected  with  our 
schools,  are  bright  and  promising,  and  appear  to  he  enviable  of  making  great 
acquisitions  in  knowledge  and  virtue,  under  proper  training.  They  will  soon 
be  called  to  contribute  their  aid  to  uphold  our  civil  and  religious  institutions, 
and  their  character,  for  intelligence  and  good  morals,  is  the  only  security  we 
have,  that  these  institutions  shall  remain  unimpaired  and  continue  to  shed  their 
rich  blessings  upon  the  country.  Let  us  not,  then,  spare  any  pains  nor  expense 
in  training  their  minds  and  habits,  so  that  they  shall  become  good  citizens,  and 
be  happy  and  useful  in  all  their  social  relations.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— A.  Ely,  A.  W.  Porter,  A.  Smith,  L.  F.  Newton,  F. 
Newell. 


MONTGOMERY,     .     )'^»S:£fo"'S,ic8riri!^''"~- 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  ihe  Schools — In  Summer,  74— In  Winter,  92. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  60 — In  Winter,  69. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  a^^e  in  the  town,  124.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  3. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  7. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mths.— In  Summer,  16— In  Winter,  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  WinteiwM.  6— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^22  70— To  Females,  $\l  50. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $S  UO— Of  Females,  56  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gU  70— Of  Females,  $5150. 

(10)  Amonnt  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^^* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $tS6, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,       .^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.- SpeZ/ii^- Webster's  Elementary,    J2«arf«fM^-Goodrich's  History,  English 
Reader,  Tettament,  Easy  L^Mons,  AngelFs  Series,  Child's  Guide.     Grammar— Smith's  and 
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Hairs.     deograpHy—Olney's,  Smith's,  Pariev's.    AntfimeUH^ViahoWwt  *»m\A%  'eMbiirh'a. 
All  oMe7*s^B)ake's  Philosophy,  Oomstbek's  CbeMtStry,  Diiy's  Alg«bm. 

BSLlscTioirs  mott  RkpobIt.  *  *  Tlie  cOnditiOD  of  the  schools  Ibte  yea!r,  is 
ndt  materially  difierent  from  'what  it  was  last  -Iliere  haive  4)€ieii  no  kopfove- 
meats  of  importance,  in  the  means  or  mc^ods  of  education,  and  most  of  the 
defects  existing  last  year,  exist  now. 

The  progress  of  the  schools  has  been  eonsiderablyhinderedfin  conse^enee 
of  a  deficiency,  and  a  want  of  conformity,  in  books. 

£ach  district  has  «B  much  of  the  money,  raised  in  the  town  fay  taxes,  for  the 
support  of  schools,  as  it  pay&  This  amounts,  generally,  to  only  about  thirty 
five  or  thirty  six  dollars  a  year,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  districts  eaoh,  a  sum 
^tiite  too  small  to  make  the  schools  what  they  should  be. 

The  money  received  from  the  school  fund,  has  hitherto  been  chvided,  and 
giV^n  to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  schohus.    *    *    * 

SdHOOL  COMM1TT£E.-^Ram8oii  Clark,  Horacx  BARTBOLXitT. 


Mi*i 


PAT  MJP  t^  S  (^ )  Popo^ation^  1)8^0-    Valbation,  5S<f6,)ia8  06. 

s^jL^jiYiiiAtt^        •       •      •      •       ?       Number  of  Public  Schools,  11 

(2)  No.  dr  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  396— In  Winter,  457. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools-— In  Summer,  297— In  Winter,  346. 

^4)  No.  of  persons  betwteu  4  and  16  years' of  age  in  the  town,  594. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  SO. 
'(^)  Aggi-egate  lenj^h  of  the  Schools,  80  niths.  SI  days— In  Summer,  42  21— In  Winter,  38. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei<— M.   — F.  12;— No.  of  Tehchei^  in  Winwr— M.  8^P.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  nibnth,  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  OO^To  FemaliSs,  jl9  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  monih— Of  Males,  ^7  00-<lf  FeiHales,  56  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\^  00 — Of  Females,  $1 00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5 1,200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  {l^l* 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  onincorpof ated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  25. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 100. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^3,779  00.— Income  from  same,  ^226  78. 

Books  usEO.—iS|p«//tV^^— National,  Franklin  Primer.  /Zecu^tTig— National  Preceptor,  Intelli- 
gent Reader,  Child's  Gkiide,  First  Class  Book.  Crrammaf^— Smith's.  C7ec^apAy— Olney's. 
^ri^Amcttc^-Smith's.    All  others — Watts  on  the  Mind,  Astronomy. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  We  have  endeavored  to  be  faithful  and 
punctual,  and  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  say,  that  we  have  received  the  co- 
operation of  parents  and  prudential  committees  generally ;  and,  judging  from 
the  appearance  of  the  schools,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  readiness  of  parents 
to  lend  their  aid,  we  believe,  that  the  subject  of  Common  School  education  is 
gaining  favor  in  the  community ;  and,  when  it  is  understood  in  all  its  bearings 
fuUy,  not  only  a  part  of  those  concerned  will  aid  in  this  noble  work  of  ^hool- 
ing  the  young,  but  all  will  feel  interested  to  have  the  rising  generation  so 
thoroughly  educated,  that,  when  they  come  upon  the  stage  of  action,  they  can 
be  safely  trusted  with  our  interests,  and  that  we  can  repose  a  confidence  in 
them,  which  kinss  and  emperors  can  never  boast,  and  which  is  th^^  greatest 
safety  of  a  republican  government    *    »    * 

Although  the  law  expressly  says,  that  teachers  shall  not  commence  school, 
until  they  have  first  been  examined  by  the  committee,  and  received/ a  certifi- 
cate firom  them,  that  they  are,  in  all  respects,  qualified  according  to  law,  yet  so 
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little  is  this  law  nespected  or  understood,  that  not  one  third  of  the  teachers 
were,  present;,  at  the  time  appointed  by  your  committee  for  the  examination  of 
teachers  for  the  winter  schools.  As  this  law  is  so  explicit  on  the  subject,  it 
seems  very  mysterious  to  us,  that  it  is  so  little  regarded,  when  the  welfare  of 
the  schools  seems  so  much  to  depend  upon  the  result ;  and  we  regret  to  say,  that 
one  school  was  kept  in  town,  without  the  committee's  having  any  knowledge  of 
its  being  kept  at  all  until  after  it  was  finished.  *  *  We  are  sorry  to 
be  obliged  to  say,  that  the  prudential  committee  told  us,  when  we  censured 
him  for  not  informing  us  of  the  school,  and  not  complying  with  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  in  regard  to  the  examination  of  the  teacher,  &c.,  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  there  being  any  law  on  the  subject.  Although  this  law  has  been  in 
existence  more  than  ten  years,  and  acted  upon  by  a  committee  chosen  for  that 
purpose  by  1;he  tow^ij^yet  a  gentleman  is  found,  who  is  considered  by  the  dis- 
trict where  he  resides,^  aa  qMalified.  t9  discharge  the  duties  of  a  prudential  com- 
mittee, who  never  knew  that  there  was  any  law  on  the  subject.  How  this  can 
be,  the  committee  cannot  well  conceive,  and  will  submit  thisptirt  of  the  report, 
without  further  comment.    •    *    *  ' 

In  our  different  visitations,  we  were  glad  to  find  the  schools,  generally,  well 
supplied  with  the  requisite  books ;  and,  in  no  instance  were  the  committee 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  taking  the  course,  which  the  law  points  out  in 
case  of  delinquency  on  the  part  of  parents,  masters  or  guardians,  to  furnish  the 
books  required ;  and  we  believe  the  time  has  gone  by,  when  some  parents  have 
felt,  that,  to  buy  a  new  book  for  their  child,  was  equivalent  to  throwing  away 
money,  when,  in  fact,  the  very  opposite  is  the  case,  and  in  no  way  can  money 
be  expended  to  better  advantage  for  children.  Your  committee,  in  visiting  the 
several  districts,  found  considerable  difference  in  their  forwardness  in  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  study,  and  this  seemed  not  to  arise  from  the  advantages  of 
those  districts ;  for,  in  some  of  them,  where  they  enjoyed  the  greatest  length  of 
school,  and  teachers  apparently  equal,  if  not  superior  to  others,  they  were  more 
backward.  *  *  From  examination,  we  found,  in  those  districts,  a  greater 
variety  of  books  of  difierent  kinds,  used  in  the  schools ;  particularly  in  Three 
Rivers  District,  where  there  were  no  less  than  seven  or  eight  different  classes 
in  geography  and  arithmetic,  and,  in  some  instances,  not  more  than  one  or  two 
in  a  class,  all  on  account  of  the  scholars  having  different  books,  thus  occupying 
a  large  portion  of  the  time  of  the  teacher,  which  ought  to  have  been  employed 
in  the  other  branches.  But  the  committee  cannot  see,  how  it  can  well  be  avoid- 
ed, for  those  districts  consist  mostly  of  a  floating  population ;  and  it  would  seem 
too  severe  to  require-the  inhabitants  to  buy  new  books  for  their  children  as  oflen 
as  they  remove  from  one  town  to  another,  and  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  them, 
which  some,  at  least,  are  not  able  to  bear ;  but  it  serves  to  show  to  the  town, 
that  a  uniformity  of  books  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  and  ought  to  be  urged,  when 
there  are  no  great  obstacles  to  prevent  it.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COflfMITTEE,— 4.  V.  BtAifCHARD;  James  Gamwell. 


J?  TT^VJ?  r  T  i  ^*)  Population,457.    Valuation,  ^74,006  67. 

K  UiSiSJ^  Lilj,      ....       J        Number  of  public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in,  all  the  Schools^In  Summer,  82-rIn  Winter,  102. 

(3)  Av^rs^e  al^ji^ance  i^  th?  Sc|^{ciols — ^In  Summer,  60— In  Winter,  64. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  99.— 'No.  of  persons  under  4  ^ 

yeacs  of  agp  who,  attencl  School,     .^^No,  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 
(d)  Aggt^S^V^  lengtli  of  tl^f  Schopl^,.  23  mths.  H  days.— j[n  Summer,  13  14— In  Winter,  10. 

(6)  No.  of  T^chei^  m,  Summjer-TrUi^   — F-  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  2— f.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To.  Males,  j23  50— To  Females,  $]2SS. 

(8)  A\'erage  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $^  00— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $15  60— Of  Females,  $6  33. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Te^cbers^  hfit^d  and  fuel;  jl50. 
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(II)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any ,  eontrtboted  for  Public  Schools,  $m. 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .^-Average  No.  of 
Scholars,     .^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(18)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5        .^-Income  from  same,  $ 


fiooKs  U8XD.—£Jpe//iiigw- Webster's  Elementary.  J2«aifu^^— Bible,  BInglish  Reader,  Easy 
Readnr,  Intelligent  Reader,  Easy  Lessons.  G^rammay^-Smith's.  Geography^-Olney's  and 
Smith's.    Aritftmetic—SmWi  and  Daboll's. 


Rkmaak. — ^The  town's  proportion  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  applied  to  the 
support  of  schools.    Amount,  $1,141  (X).    Income,  (68  46. 

No  Repo&t  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMriTEE.— Zechariah  Dicxehson,  BsirjAMiir  Bennett. 


^rkJTTTJlxrTn  V  5  (M  Population,  1,291.    Valuation,  J[256,447  00. 

esUU  layVlK^n.,        .       .       \        Number  of  PuWIc  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools-— In  Summer,  25^— In  Winter,  287. 
(8)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools—In  Summer,  21 1 — In  Winter,  233. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  349. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  82  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  48  14— In  Winter,  33  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter  5— M.  — F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  %^  00— To  Females,  J[ll  87. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^^8  00— Of  Females,  %%  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  %\\  00 — Of  Females,  %h  87. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  % 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  furl,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f  537  50. 

( 12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,       4 — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  49.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  %^SIXS. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5 15,6 14  86.^Income  from  same,  ^990  88. 

Bucks  ussdw — S^lUng — Webster's,  Speller  and  Definer.  lSca</ii^;'— Testament,  Intelligent 
Reader,  Child's  Guide.  Crrommar^— Smith's  and  Greenleaf's.  Creo^gTap/i^^^Olney's,  Peter 
Parley's  and  Village.    iirt^Afluiic^-Smith's.   Ail  o<Acr»— Worcester's  and  Goodrich's  Histories. 

REMARK.^-The  town  raised  no  money  by  taxes  lor  the  support  of  schools; 
but  it  expended  $594  84  of  the  income  of  the  local  fund,  and  $147  of  the 
income  from  the  Surplus  Revenue, — ^total,  $741  84 — ^for  the  support  of  schools. 

Sklections  from  Report.  *  *  While  there  is  nothing  of  unusual  occur- 
rence to  encourage  or  discourage  the  people  in  town,  from  an  efibrt  to  derive 
those  great  and  permanent  advantages  to  the  community  which  our  system  of 
school  instruction  may  be  made  to  afibrd,  yet  we  notice  several  things  that 
ought  not  so  to  be.  As  to  our  schoolhouses,  not  more  than  half  of  them  can 
be  considered  comfortable,  convenient  and  pleasant,  or  not  so  much  so  as  to 
afford  an  inducement  to  draw  the  scholars  to  them.  We  have  not  yet  discov- 
ered any  plan  by  which  we  can  bring  our  schoolhouses  equally  near  to  eveiy 
man's  door  in  town,  so  but  what  some  will  feel  that  others  are  deriving  greater 
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adyantages  than  themselves.  This  filing  wrongfully  operates  to  prevent  the 
harmony,  the  concert  in  action,  and  the  enterprise  that  ought  to  exist,  before 
we  can  expect  they  will  pav  that  attention  to  the  location,  the  internal  con- 
struction and  repairs  of  the  houses,  necessary  to  render  them  inviting  resorts 
for  the  scholars.  Nor  do  we  find  this  feeling  is  done  away,  as  it  might  be,  by 
the  advantages  that  might  be  derived  from  our  local  funds  and  public  moneys. 
Perhaps  no  town  in  the  State,  if  in  the  country,  is  possessed  as  we  are,  of  local 
funds  and  public  money  sufficient  to  pay  the  wages  of  teiachers  and  procure 
fuel  for  all  our  district  schools,  and  for  our  academy  at  least  nine  mouths  in  the 
year.  IVe  ought  to  have  the  best  school  houses,  good  school  apparatus,  teachers, 
and  every  other  fecility  for  giving  thorough  education  to  our  children.  It  is, 
and  will  be,  far  otherwise,  while  all  feel  that  they  have  equal  title,  but  not  all 
equal  privileges,  and  allow  this  feeling  to  lessen  the  interest  felt,  by  parents 
and  guardians.  The  actual  result  from  the  condition  of  our  funds  is  bKelieved 
to  be,  that  we  are  less  careful  to  secure  to  our  children  the  worth  of  our  money, 
by  insisting  on  their  punctual  attendance,  on  a  good  supply  of  good  school 
books,  &c.  than  we  should  be,  if  our  purses  were  taxed  to  pay  a  part  of  the 
expense. 

As  to  other  things, — respecting  the  proceedings  of  school  committees,  qualifi- 
cations of  teachers  and  the  internal  regulations  of  the  schools,  probably  they  do 
not  dififer  materially  from  those  in  other  towns  in  this  vicinity.  There  is  a  too 
^neral  deficiency  in  books,  too  much  neglect  of  punctuality  and  too  little 
interest  felt  in  the  success  to  be  attained ;  and,  as  a  general  thing,  a  dispropor- 
tioncd  attention  paid  to  some  branches  of  learning,  far  less  conducive  to  the 
valuable  purposes  of  life,  than  good  reading,  spelling  and  other  first  principles 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Thomas  Fletcher,  Jos.  M.  Forward,  P.  W.  Strong. 


SPRINGFIELD  J(l)Popttlation,9,234.    Valualion,  51,694,629  00.    ^ 

'  *       *       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  36. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  1,629 — In  Winter,  1,649. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  ],32^^In  Winter,  1,486. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  2,247.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  41.—- No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  147. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  350  mths. — In  Summer,  191 — In  Winter,  169. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  6— F.  29.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintep— M.  16— F.  21. 

(7)  A  verage  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^30  00— To  Females,  5 16  27. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $^  76— Of  Females,  $1 04. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^21  26— Of  Females,  58  24. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  56,221  71. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10. — Average  number  of 

Scholars,.2d.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  51,200  00. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  31. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5   . 

(14)  Amoont  of  Local  Funds,  524,666  00.— hieome  from  same,  %\,4it9  90. 


Remarks. — "  The  town  voted,  at  its  late  annual  meeting,  to  dispense  with 
the  High  School,  and  to  raise  25  per  cent  on  the  highest  sum  ever  raised  be- 
fore for  the  benefit  of  the  District  Schools.    The  town  also  voted  to  employ  a 
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lo  aiifHrer«t«i|h9t(|VMtiiP9i.*<W^  ««(KM«Bt<tf  money' i«,rai«Qd  bytfy^essQ^  tho 
Nwoit  •€  wb«90tak^"  ^*  tbid  r^turas^iM  $6,221  71,.  l^u(^  th^  ^p^n  «9it  <Ia^  lA 
tfifi  oertifi|i«lB}i8.$^74&  8^.   Tbe  ro«40ii  of  t^ diiSecoi^oe  cbes. 919^  iQipe«x« 

Sbleotions  FftOH  RiiFOET«  ^  ^  Tbe  oomnHttee  aro  gratified  to  be  able 
to  state,  that  the  sohools,  generally^  have  been  somewhat  superior  tp^  those  of 
^e  year  immediately  pi>eoediDg>  In-  two  drstricts,  however^  through  the  incom- 

S^teoce  of  the  teaehere  of  the  winter  schools,  there-  has  been  an  almost  entire 
ilure  of  success*  ComparisoBs  are  likely  to  be  vegarded  b&  invidious,  and  yet 
duty  seems  to  require  the  committee  to  state,  that  some  of  the  schools,  in  dis- 
tricts No. ,  have  very  mueh  surpassed  the  majority  of  the-  sefaools  in  tbe 

town,  in  the  accuracy  and  extent  of  their  aoquirement&  This  is  evidently  ow- 
ing to  the  superior  education,  skill  and  tact  of  the  teaehere  of  those  schools. 
None  but  Aose  who  are  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  and  laws,  under 
which  the  youthful  mind  makes  the  greatest  attainmente  in  knowledge,  can 
conceive  the  immense  advantage  of  having  instructers  in  our  schools  who  are 
masters  of  their  profession,  and  who  are  ardently  devoted  to  their  work,  rather 
than  those  ignorant,  mercenary,  time-serving  peoagogues,  who  have 

"  SkttJla  thai  caiiool  teach,  and  will  not  leanp." 

*  *  Our  form  of  civil  ^vernment  is.  republican.  Our  educational  institu- 
tions, and  especially  our^  primary  ones,  should  also  be  entirely  republican  in 
their  character.  The  mode  of  raising  funds  by  taxation,  for  the  support  of  the 
Common  Schools,  recognizes  this  principle.  All  classes  of  citizens  pay  accord- 
ing to  their  valuation,  and  not  according  to  the  number  of  pupils  they  send  to 
scbooL  They  are  required  to  do  this  on  tbe  principlcj^  that  the  riph  should  help 
to  educate  the  children  of  the  poor,  because,  under  republican  institutions,  ail 
classes  must  rise  or  fall  together.  The  welfare  of  the  whole  requires,  that  the 
wealthy  and  influential  should  give  their  wealth  and  influence  to  promote  the 
education  of  the  commonalty.  We  need  all  the  modifying  and  harmonizing 
influences  of  a  system  of  school  education  which  is  strictly  republican,  to  con- 
trol and  regulate  those  artificial  distinctions  in  society,  which  affluence  is  ever 
tending  to  create.  Hence,  according  to  the  theory  of  our  civil  and  political  in- 
stitutions, which  declares  the  ^  equality  of  all  men;  and  according  to  all  sound 
views  of  what  constitutes  the  nearest  approximation  towards  perfection  in  the 
social  state,  tbe  children  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  be  edu- 
cated in  the  same  school,  and  on  the  same  bench,  as  the  children  of  the  hum- 
blest individual,  who  gains  a  scanty  subsistence  by  the  sWeat  of  his  brow. 

All  private  or  aeUd  schools,  then,  are  manifestly  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our 
institutions,  and  militate  against  the  best  interests  of  society.  They  withdraw 
from  the  Common  Schools  a  vast  amount  of  interest,  and  patronage,  and  influ- 
ence, which  is  indispensably  necessary  to  give  to  such  schools  the  highest  de- 
free  of  efficiency  and  usefulness.  No  efforts  of  individuals,  or  of  the  Board  of 
Iduoation,or  of  the  Legislature,  can  ever  elevate  the  Common  Schools  to  their 
proper  position,  so  long  as  a  large  share  of  the  children  of  our  citizens  are 
withdrawn  from  them,  and  educated  in  schools  supported  by  private  munifi- 
cence. The  committee  feel  as  sensitively,  perhaps,,  as  any  persons  in  the  town, 
the  danger,  to  which  the  manners  and  morals  of  their  own  children  are  exposed, 
bv  placing  them  in  even  those  Common  Schools  which  are  the  beet  regulated. 
But  they  have  yet  to  learn,  that  the  Private  Schools  are  free  from  demoralizing 
influences,  or  that  they  are,  after  all,  very  much  superior  to  the  district  schools 
in  that  respect.  Take  what  course  we  may,  we  cannot,  if  we  would,  and  vx 
would  not  if  we  could,  bring  up  our  children  in  exhausted  receivers.  Children 
who  should  be  educated,  were  it  possible,  apart  from  all  commerce  with  the 
world,  would  possess  that  sickly,  eflfeminate,  greenhouse  character,  which 
would  ill  prepare  them  to  act  their  part  with  success  in  the  severe  competitions 
of  practical  and  busy  life.    *    •    • 

Less  than  $8,000  are  expended  in  the  thirty-seven  Public  Schools  in  this 
town,  and  it  is  believed,  tha^  at  least,  hrif  that  sum,  or  $4,000,  are  yearly  ex- 


welfare  oif  the  Cominoh  'Schbdlis,  and  to  t^ttder  dfibt^Ve  fk^^mttldttib'tkiiW 
mal^g  to  iiWtttib  their  dfaaradtei' luid  iildk^afle 'tbeir  uMfiillM»l9,the^Rm>PiiVI{tto 
Schools  in  'the  toWn  i^hddlA,  by  i^OttitnoA  'i^bnGlctot,  be  disboiitiiMPed,  Mid  ^be 
])atront^ge'iiow'be8tdi»^ed  on 'thetn 'should  b^  defvbted  to  the  Pcilttic  fSthtidk^'iMi 
iDigbt  lidVe,  tidrhafto,  thb  mo^t  eAcient  Cofltfinoh  Sbtiodte  hi  the  Sttttb.  T^ti^el^ 
thotiSBDd'ddJlara'pei'  ahntitti,  jddictbaii(fye^pradedtip<»ithe'C(«mtilon8tt^ 
in  this  toS¥h,  ivould  probably  ^ve  them  it  i^htbrttct^r,  Whidh  wottld  letfVe  littib 
to  be 'desirfed.    *    »    * 

To  reddeir  the  schodls  in  the  hi^hdM  degreie  efficieiit,  a  gewinlf^-iHodMig'^f 
fte  Kho(dhou8e8  is  indaperaMe.  There  \k  lldt'a  se9iOo1hdaBe  in  ihe  fdwn,  ilirbidh 
is  constructed  on  the  most  approved  principle.  In  some  of  the  rural  cUstricts, 
the  schoolhouses  ought  to  be  rebuilt ;  in  others,  the  houses  would  answer  the 
purpose  l^  a  difi^ent  arrangement  of  the  seats,  desks,  &,c.  But  in  the  large 
villages,  where  there  are  two  or  three  hundred  pupils  in  a  district,  and  all  of 
them  attend  school  in  the  same  building,  there  is  a  serious  defect  in  the  present 
ammgement  In  four  districts,  there  are  four  different  schools  in  each,  taught 
by  separate  teachers,  in  separate  rooms,  in  the  same  house.  In  at  least  three 
of  the  schools,  in  each  of  these  four  districts,  there  are,  for  instance,  two,  three, 
or  four  classes  in  geography.  In  three  rooms,  in  the  same  building,  three  reci- 
tations in  geography  are  perhaps  going  on  at  one  and  the  same  moment ;  when 
those  classes  have  finished,  three  others  are  called  up  to  recite  in  the  same 
study ;  and  when  these  have  finished,  three  more  are  called  to  recite  in  the 
same  branch.  This  Is  true,  also,  of  many  of  the  recitations  in  grammai*,  arith- 
metic, and  other  branches.  Now  here  is  a  prodigious  waste  of  time  and  ex- 
pense, in  hiring  three  teachers  to  attend,  simultaneously,  to  recitations  in  the 
same  branch,  when  one  teacher  could  do  it  much  better,  were  these  three  schools 
put  itdo  one,  and  were  each  teacher  required  to  attend  exclusively  to  some  two 
or  three  branches,  which  are  specially  confided  to  the  oversight  of  each  of  them 
respectively.  If  our  largest  schoolhouses  could  be  so  re-modeled,  that  the  three 
most  advanced  schools  could  be  put  into  one  room,  under  the  care  of  a  head 
master,  who  should  be  comi>etent  in  the  highest  branches  taught  in  the  district 
schools,  and  who  should  be  aided  by  a  sufficient  number  of  assistant  teachers, 
each  of  whom  should  be  specially  qualified  to  instruct  in  certain  given  branch- 
es, it  would  avoid  tlie  unnecessary  and  expensive  course  now  pursued,  of  hav- 
ing three  teachers  engaged  at  the  same  time,  in  doing  that  which  one  teacher, 
thoroughly  qualified, 'would  do  better.  Adjoining  the  principal  school-room, 
there  should  be  two  or  three  small  recitation  rooms,  and  the  several  classes, 
when  they  are  successively  prepared  to  recite,  should  be  removed  to  them,  so 
as  not  to  interrupt  the  studies  of  the  rest.  A  school  of  250  or  300  pupils  can 
be  conducted'  on  this  plan,  much  more  economically  and  eflectively,  than  to 
have  them  divided  into  three  or  four  independent  schools.  With  a  master  at 
the  head  of  the  school,  who  is  an  experienced  disciplinarian,  and  a  thorough 
going  iostructer,  and  with  subordinate  teachers,  who,  by  long  study  and  prac- 
tice, have  perfected  themselves  in  certain  given  branches,  the  government  of 
the  school  would  be  comparatively  strict  and  paternal,  and  in  the  instruction 
incomparably  more  effectual.    •    *    • 

The  committee  hope  that  the  time  will  ere  long  arrive,  when  the  town  will 
employ  a  Superintendent  of  the  schools,  who,  under  the  advice  and  direc- 
tion of  the  school  committee,  shall  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  improve- 
ment of  them.  No  school  committee,  with  their  tinfie  almost  wholly  occu- 
pied with  other  duties,  can  be  expected  to  Inspect  the  numerous  schools 
in  this  town,  scattered  over  so  wide  a  territory,  as  thoroughly  as  the  law  re- 
quires, and  their  interests  demand.    *    *    * 

A  town  as  large,  and  as  able  as  this  is,  will,  it  is  believed,  find  its  account  in 
employing  a  Superintendent  of  the  schools, — a  man  who  is  eminently  fitted  to 
the  work, — ^who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  improve- 
tnent  of  the  rising  generation, — who  is  highly  intelligent,  on  the  whole  subject 
of  popular  education, — who  will  deliver  lectures  in  all  the  districts,  upon  the 
subject,  make  the  best  selection  of  school  books  and  teachers,  and  vvho,  in 
short,  will  devote  his  whole  time  to  awaken  and  diffuse  a  deeper  interest  in 
behalf  of  the  education  of  our  youth,  and  to  give  to  the  schools  that  character. 
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which  shall  meet  the  wanti  of  the  commiinitjr.  la  closmg  their  report,  tiie 
committee  camiot  avoid  ezpressinff  the  convictioD,  that  the  work  of  i>erfectuig 
our  Commoa  School  system  is  truly  Herculean,  and  that  it  is  second  in  impor- 
tance to  none  other,  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  town.  They,  therefore, 
bespeak  for  it  the  serious  attention,. and  the  more  liberal  patronage,  of  all  their 
fellow  citizens.  If  it  be  true,  as  has  been  said,  that  **  the  man  who  shall  make 
two  spires  of  grass  to  grow  where  but  one  grew  before,  will  be  a  bene&ctor  to 
his  country,"  what  measure  of  public  gratitude  is  due  to  him,  who  is  instru- 
mental in  producing  an  increase  of  intelligence,  and  sound  morality,  and  pure 
religion,  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  thousands  of  youth,  who  now  inhabit, 
and  who  are  yet  to  inhabit,  this  populous  and  flourishing  town.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— D0RU8  ClaeK;  JxFrsRSOir  Cb0rcH;  SiirDroRD  Lawtgit. 


T^nr  T  AATJl  i^^^  Population;  570.    Valuation,  ;f  124,948  00. 

X  Uljlj^iyjJ,     ....       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ag^s  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  97 — In  Winter,  120. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  80 — ^In  Winter,  101. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  179. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,   .-—No.  over  16  jrears  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  63  mths.— In  Summer,  85— In  Winter,  28. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   -~F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wmter— M.  1— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  521  00 — ^To  Females,  $14t  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^  00. — Of  Females,  $S  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  f  14  00— Of  Females,  gS  00. 

(10)  Amounwof  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Trachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^250. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Pablie  Schools,.  5^32. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .^—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,        .— 'Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $18, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  U8BD.—iSfJ»etfu^g^— Webster's  and  Town's.  JRea</tng— Rhetorical  Reader,  Parley's 
Historv  and  National  Preceptor.  fTrammar— Smith's  and  Murray's.  Geoeraphy^~Sm\th\ 
OIney's  and  Huntington's.  ArttAmetic— Smith's,  Botham's  and  Colburn's.  Au  others — Blake's 
Philosophy,  Chemistry  and  Testament. 

Remarks. — Eighty-four  dollars,  the  income  of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  is  ap- 
propriated, in  addition  to  the  amount  raised  by  taxes,  for  the  support  of  schools. 
The  average  number  of  scholars  in  the  Private  School  is  not  given. 

Selection  from  Report  *  *  We  have  the  pleasure  to  state,  that  our 
schools  have  been  under  the  best  discipline ;  and  tpe  scholars  have  made  the 
greatest  progress  that,  perhaps,  they  have  ever  done  in  any  preceding  year. 
And  the  reason  is  very  obvious.  We  have  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
qualification  of  those,  whom  we  have  employed  to  instruct  our  children  and 
vouth  in  the  various  branches  taught  in  our  Common  Schools.  True,  they 
have  demanded  higher  wages,  than  we  have  heretofore  been  accustomed  to 
give ;  but  the  profits  have  fiir  overbalanced  the  extra  wages ;  and  we  are  now 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  cheap  workmen  are  the  dearest  in  the  end,  in 
almost  any  employment.  By  having  well  qualified  teachers,  the  ambition  of 
the  scholars  has  been  raised  to  a  high  degree ;  and  their  attention  has  been 
taken  up  with  their  studies  when  out  of  school,  as  well  as  when  under  the  im- 
mediate care  of  the  teacher.  The  committee  have  been  peculiarly  gratified, 
on  their  visits,  to  see  their  engaseduess,  and  to  witness  their  progress,  fix>m 
time  to  time,  in  the  various  branches  in  which  they  have  been  engaged.  *  *  ^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Roger  Harrison,  Geo.  W.  Grihger. 
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WALES      .       "  .  C(l)Po|wlatito,T38.    VUttaUoo,  f ISO^ISO  5a 

*''***?       Number  of  PttbKe  Sdioolg,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholtos  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  119^In  Winter,  SSL 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  87— In  Winter,  187. 

(4)  No.  of  |>er8ons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  229.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School^     . 

(6)  Ai^regale  length  of  the  Schools,  27  mhs.— la  Sunimer,  12— In  Winter,  16. 

(€)  No.  of  Teaehers  in  Summer— M.  — F.  4.— No.  of  Teaeheis  in  Winter*-Jkl.  &-*".  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  ioelading  board— To  Males,  $91  OO^Te  Females,  f  10  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $%  40-Of  Females,  $hVlS\ 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-Of  Males,  $\^  6a-Of  Females,  f  4  94. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  Wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $^S, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     «— Average  Bomber  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  uaiocorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolonf  CemuM 

Schools,    ^—Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .^Aggve* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $         .  • 

(U)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  USED. — fifpe2^f/^g^— Webster's  Elementtiry.  Reading^TmVameiAt  Ct^lnmbian  Cfoss 
Book,  Second  Class  Book,  Basy  Lesjtons.  Crmmfiuir— Murray's  and  Smith's.  Qttgrwaku'^ 
Oiuey's  and  Smith's.    AriA^me^tc— DaboU's  and  Smith's. 

Sblsctions  fkom  Report.    *    *    During  the  last  summer,  Public  Schoola 
were  kent,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time»  in  four  out  of  the  five  school  districts  io  ' 
town ;  all  by  female  teachers.    From  personal  knowledge,  we  are  unable  to 
say  much  in  relation  to  these  schools,  as  but  one  of  them  was  visited  by  tho 
Qoannittee,  and  that  but  once.    If  it  be  required,  that  we  apologize  for  this 
apparent  neglect  of  duty,  we  have  only  to  say,  that  our  course  in  this  respect^ 
Was  in  aeconlance  with  what  had  anteeedendy  been  the  prevailing  custom  in 
this  town ;  otir  summer  schools,  heretofore,  not  havina  been  much  visited  bj 
the  committee,  or  to  mtich  extent  made  the  subject  of  their  concern^    Uow«^ 
^®iV  we  do  not,  in  theory  at  least,  approve  this  custom.    Although  theaai 
Bchoois  are  kept  by  female  teachers,  and  attended  chiefly  by  the  younger  clasft 
of  scholars,  they  are,  on  that  account,  none  the  less  deserving  the  particular 
attention  and  the  fostering  core  of  the  committee,  and  of  others  friendly  to  the? 
cause  of  universal  education.    It  is  a  matter  of  much  importance,  that  the^ 
Dioveraents,  in  these  little  primary  institutiona  of  learning,  be  in  the  right  direc- 
tion.   •    *    Pop  this,  and  other  reasons,  vriiieh  we  will  not  be  partieulsjr  hevei 
^  notice,  these  primary  schools,  where  the  riKUments  of  oar  language  are 
taogbt,  and  where  correct  moral  principles  shoidd  be  instilled  into  the  tender 
Aiod,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  or  neglected,  as  though  they  were  of  so  littki 
^^nsequeDce^    »    *    • 

We  were  also  delighted  as  we  learned  that  much  useful  inlbrmatioit  upon 
varioas  subjeets,  was  communicated  by  the  teacher  to  his  younger  pupils,  by 
^caee  of  questions  propounded  to  them  until  the  answers,  (first  given  by  thet 
^cber,)  became  with  them  fiimiliar.  This  mode  of  conveying  instruction  m 
^<7  ea^  for  the  teacher,  interestii^  and  useful  ta  the  pupil,  and  ahould  bei 
^'^  generally  and  extensively  pcactised  in  our  schools.    *^    *    * 

ju^  No  5,  we  were  informed,  that  a  school  was  kept,  which  was  reekeaed 
A  r^fkHc  SthooL  But  the  teacher  made  no  applkation  ta  the  comwittee  fi>r  a 
^^fieate  of  approbation,  as  required  by  law ;  for  which  reaaeiiy  we  did  not  visit 
1*^0  aekool,  beiag  unwilling  to  eneourage  or  countenance,  in  any  wur,  the  prao-* 
^^ofschool-keeptng  by  teacheca  not  qualified  accordiaff  to  law.  »  •  « 
^Ve  believe,  that,  during  the  entire  season  past,  and  taking  our  schools  in  tii» 
^i^gaie,  they  have  been  productive  of  not  lesa  than  their  usual  sum  of  advan- 
*^*^  So  fiur  as  we  have  been  able  te  learn,  tbmr  were,  upon  the  whole,  very 
BatiiftctQiily  nuaaged.   There  was  very  little  diffifinlty  that  oaHMtaenrknoWi- 
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ledge.  This  was,  truly,  a  gratifying  circumstance.  For,  however  it  may  be 
with  a  school  that  is  conducted  with  no  difficulty,  it  is  certain,  if  there  be  mudi 
difficulty,  it  cannot  be  very  useful;  it  is  more  likely  to  be  useless ;  it  may  be 
worse.  Probably,  it  is  not  within  the  reach  of  human  means,  to  procure  such 
a  management  of  our  Common  Schools,  generally,  as  will  affi)rd  no  ground  of 
dissatisfaction,  or  occasion  for  difficulty  with  any.  Many  people  seem  too 
much  inclined  to  be  captious,  or  to  fault-finding,  in  regard  to  school  concerns. 
And  it  too  often  happens,  that,  for  some  trivial  affair,  a  whole  district  is  thrown 
into  commotion,  the  school  destroyed,  and  a  serious  injury  infficted  upon  the 
cause  of  education.    All  this  is  essentially  wrong. 

No  one  doubts,  but  that,  in  the  management  of  our  schools,  imperfection 
abounds,  and  cases  of  abuse  sometimes  occur.  Nor  4s  it  questioned,  but  that 
it  is  the  right,  and  the  duty  even,  of  those  immediately  and  deeply  interested, 
and,  indeed,  of  all,  to  expre^is,  at  once,  in  a  proper  time  and  manner,  their  dis- 
like of  these  imperfections  and  abuses,  and  to  take  all  lawful  and  judicious 
measures  for  their  removal,  and  to  prevent  their  re-occurrence.  But  great  care 
should  be  taken,  that  we  do  not  augment  the  evils  we  attempt  to  lessen  or 
remove.  These  are  affairs,  which  need  to  be  managed  with  great  prudence 
.and  judgment  In  every  case,  the  motive,  single  and  pure,  should  \ye  to  remove 
an  existmg  imperfection,  to  remedy  an  existing  evil,  or  to  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  one  anticipated ;  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  school,  and  render  it 
more  useful.  And  much  concern  should  be  had,  that  the  means  employed  be 
tho.'ie  best  calculated  to  accom[>]i8h  the  end  desired.  Nothing,  therefore, 
should  be  done,  tending  to  create  dissensions,  quarrels,  or  even  unkind 
feelings,  within  the  district.  For  it  is  highly  important,  that  union,  harmony  in 
action  and  feeling,  prevail  among  the  members  of  a  district,  in  order  that  they 
reap  their  full  amount  of  benefits  from  their  school.  Neither  should  any  thing 
be  said  or  done  to  destroy  or  weaken  the  scholar's  confidence  in,  and  respect 
for,  the  teacher ;  or  the  teacher's  attachment  to,  or  kindly  feelings  toward,  his 
pupils.  The  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the  school  depend,  essentially,  u|M)n 
the  existence  and  strength  of  these  sentiments  and  feelings ;  and  every  thing 
consistent  and  reasonable  should  be  done  to  enkindle,  cultivate  and  cherish 
them. 

The  teacher  should  feel  the  great  responsibility  of  his  station,  and  the  obliga- 
tion he  is  under  faithfully  to  discharge  his  trust  He  should  consider,  that  his 
chief  conceni  is  with  the  tender  min^ — to  rear  it,  to  cultivate  it,  to  awaken  its 
energies,  to  aid  in  the  development  and  increase  of  its  powers ;  and  this  with  a 
view  prospective ;  having,  for  its'  main  object,  the  future  good  of  the  child,  and 
the  well-being  of  the  community.  He  should  endeavor  by  an  assiduous,  con- 
sistent, impartial,  dignified  course  of  proceeding  in  his  vocation,  to  win  the 
attachment  of  his  pupils,  and  to  gain  the  esteem  of  both  them  and  their  parents. 
By  thus  doing,  and  in  no  other  way,  will  he  be  likely  to  render  his  situation 
pleasant,  and  his  labors  very  beneficial. 

The  scholcars  should  be  made  to  understand,  that  the  teacher  is  to  govern,  that 
they  are  to  o6<j^,  and  that  the  object  of  all  is,  to  prepare  them  for  usel'uluess  and 
respectability  m  life,  and  thereby  to  promote  their  happiness  and  the  public 
weal.  They  should  be  taught  to  respect,  to  hoqor  their  teacher,  to  confide  in 
bis  capacity  to  instruct,  to  rely  upon  his  wisdom  and  integrity  of  purpose. 

And  |?arent9  should  consider,  that  the  teacher's  labors  are  arduous,  that  his 
task  is  difficult,  and  his  circumstances  oftentimes  perplexing.  They  should 
bear  in  mind,  that  they  can  do  muchj  and  that  they  should  do  what  they  can,  for 
his  assistance,  and  to  enhance  the  henefits  of  the  school,  by  afibrding  him 
encouraging  and  cheering  tokens  of  approbation  and  respect,  and  sometimes  by 
a  little  friendly  advice  properly  given ;  but,  more  than  all  perhaps,  and  always, 
by  wholesome  counsel  to  their  children,  and  a  judicious  exercise  of  parental 
authority  over  them  in  respect  to  school  afifairs;  thus  cooperating  with  the 
teacher  in  causing  and  aiding  their  advancement  in  learning,  and  in  maintain- 
ing that  order  and  discipline  in  his  school,  which  is  so  essential  to  its  useful- 
ness.   •    *    • 

In  conclusion,  we  would  urge  it  upon  every  person  in  town,  committee- 
men, teachers,  parents,'  and  al^  to  awake  to  new  life,  to  be  more  energetic, 
fidthful,  punctilious,  in  discharging  their  respective  duties,  in  advancing  the  in- 
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terests,  and  promoting  the  usefulness,  of  our  Public  Schools.  This  is  a  matter 
of  vast  importance  to  us  all ;  but  particularly  to  the  rising  and  successive  gene- 
rations. It  is  important  to  every  one,  not  only  on  account  of  his  individual  pri- 
vate interests,  but  because  of  its  bearing  upon  our  social  relations,  and  the  des- 
tinies of  our  common  country.  We  boast  of  our  liberties ;  of  the  equality  and 
justness  of  our  laws  ;  of  the  excellency  of  our  civil  and  religious  institutions. 
And,  for  these,  we  are  mainly  indebted  to  the  good  understanding,  the  general 
intelligence,  of  our  fathers.  So,  too,  their  perpetuity  will  be  made  to,  and  must 
depend,  chiefly,  upon  the  same  cause,  having  reference  to  our  posterity.  A 
free  government  and  liberal  institutions,  can  be  maintained  with  stability  and 
certainty,  only  where  the  "common  mind"  is  enlightened ;  where  general  intel- 
ligence, and  those  virtuous  principles  usually  attendant,  overspread  the  land. 
And  this  can  hardly  be  expected,  where  free  schools  are  not  generally  estab- 
lished, and  liberally  encouraged  and  supported.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  public 
good  requi^s,  that  the  benefits  of  these  schools  should  be  carried  to  the  door 
of  every  dwelling,  and  to  the  mind  of  every  child.  As  we  prize  our  civil  and 
religious,  our  social  and  political  privileges  and  enjoyments,  let  us  each  one 
and  all,  see  to  it,  that  we  do  not  henceibrth  fail  to  discharge  our  obligations 
and  our  duties,  in  relation  to  this  vastly  important  matter.  And  let  us  of  this 
town,  take  a  look  into  other  towns  round  about,  and  see  what  has  there  hien 
done,  and  is  there  doing,  for  the  cause  of  Common  School  education.  And  let 
us  not  be  behind  the  times,  or  behind  our  neighbors,  in  regard  to  this  thing ; 
but  let  us  be  incited  by  their  examples,  to  renewed  and  greater  activity  and 
faithfulness.  There  is  much  room  for  improvement  in  our  schools,  in  respect 
to  the  method  and  means  of  education ;  and  we  close,  by  expressing  a  hope, 
that,  when  another  year  shall  have  passed,  the  committee  will  be  enabled  to 
say,  and  truly,  that  much  improvement  lias  been  made.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Cornelius  Millsr,  Absalom  Gardner. 


T^tri:^  ^T'J^TTP  T  Tl  5  <^)  PopulalioD,  3,039.    Valuation,  5569,865  80. 

Vyj^^lI'Il^LiUj        .      .       I       Number  of  Public  Schools,  16. 

(2).  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  667— In  Winter,  749. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  494— In  Winter,  574. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  939.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  118  mths.  19  days.— In  Summer,  68  13— In  Winter,  50  &. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  16.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  S—F.  13. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board- To  Males,  $n  50— To  Females, ^  13  OX 

(8)  Average  value  of-  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00— Of  Females,  $6  SO. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^16  60— Of  Females,  ^^6  50. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[l,200. 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^709. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  74.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^1,124  07. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Coronoik 

Schools,  6.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  20.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  115.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^262. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5        .—Income  from  same,  ^Jf 
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SsLXCTioiis  FROM  RxpoRT.  *  *  lo  retpect  ^  literacy  qualifieadoiiB, 
the  teachers  of  these  schools,  collectiyely  taken,  have  been  equal,  if  not  supe- 
rior, to  those  of  former  years.  The  determioation  of  ccuninittees,  in  previous 
years,  to  admit  none  unless  possessed  of  the  requisite  qoalifications, — of  gradu- 
«lly  raising  the  standard  of  qualifications,-— of  giving  a  preference  to  those  of 
maturer  years  and  <^  maturer  judgmente,  has  proihiced  a  very  perceptible  ini- 
provement  in  the  standing  of  our  teachers,  in  this  one  particular.  But  experi- 
ence still  demonstrates,  that  literary  attunments  alone,  howev^  excellent,  are 
not  sufficient  to  qualify  a  person  to  manage,  successfully,  a  school.  These  are, 
indeed,  indispensable ;  for  no  one  can  teach  that  of  which  himself  is  ignorant 
But,  in  addition  to  these,  there  must  be  industry,  skill,  and  judgment ;  there 
must  be  tact  and  method; — without  which  the  best  endeavors  of  the  teachers, 
in  the  midst  of  disorder,  will  avail  but  Utile.  If  our  schools  have  suffered, — if 
they  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be, — ^it  is  not  the  fiiult  of  the  teachers  alone. 
Had  examining  and  prudential  committees, — ^had  parents^  masters  and  guar- 
dians, of  the  children  and  youth, — had  the  clergy,  and  civil  authorities  of  the 
town^  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch  over  and  foster  these  important  seminaries, — 
seconded  the  desire  and  efforts  of  teachers  in  their  endeavors  to  discharge 
their  all-important  trusts,  the  community,  generally,  would  not  have  the  occa- 
aion  that  now  exists,  to  complain  of  the  low  standing  of  our  Common  Schooia 

Yet  it  is  a  melancholy  truth,  and  strange  as  true,  that  these  institutions,  estab- 
lished witl^  so  much  care  and  so  hiehly  prized  by  our  fathers,  and  upon  which^ 
next  to  the  Bible,  they  most  depended  to  perpetuate  the  blessings,  that  flow 
firom  a  wise  and  good  government,  should  have  fallen  into  disrespect.  Public 
interest  and  attention  seems  to  have  been  absorbed  in  the  various  exciting 
topics  of  the  times.  That  portion  of  the  cooununity,  whose  province  it  is  to 
give  direction  to  public  sentiment,  seem  to  have  passed  by  our  Common 
Schools. 

The  objects  of  the  various  charitable  and  benevolent  societies,  and  associa- 
tions of  the  day,  seem  to  have  monopolized  all  thoughts,  not  necessarily  devo- 
ted to  the  ordinary  cares  and  business  of  life,  and  left  nothing  for  Conunon 
SchoolB. 

While  the  good  and  the  benevolent  are  devising  ways  and  means  to  extend 
the  lights  of  science  and  religion  to  the  destitute,  and  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  mankind,  in  a  variety  of  ways ;  while  the  friends  of  <eni|)eranoe  and  morcd 
reform  are  exerting  themselves  to  diffuse  a  more  healthy  tone  into  ^the  morals 
of  the  community ;  our  district  schools^ — those  fountains  from  which  are  to 
issue  streams,  that  shall  fill  with  joy  or  sorrow,  with  gloom  or  gladness,  this 
goodly  heritage  of  ours,  this  pleasant  land  of  the  fathers, — upon  whom,  with 
the  blessing  of  Heaven,  in  a  great  measure  depends  the  perpetuity  of  our  insti- 
tutions, and  ibrm  of  government, — ^these  are  suffered  to  grope  tbeu*  way  alone, 
without  one  smife  of  approbation  to  cheer  them  in  their  progress.    Instead  of 
wasting  their  energies,  and  giving  efforts  to  their  zeal  for  the  community,  in 
ways,  at  least,  which  are  not  a  little  repulsive ;  what  greater  prosper  of  doing 
good ;  what  mightier  lever  could  the  friends  and  advocates  of  mund  reform 
wieldy  than  to  go  into  our  district  schools,  and  by  their  presence,  counsel  and 
advice,  aid  the  teacher  in  his  efforts  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  les- 
sons of  true  wisdom.    Such  is  the  apparent  indifference  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  community,  in  relation  to  Common  Schools,  that  were  it  not  for  the  law, 
which  makes  It  imperative  on  them  to  raise  money  for  their  support ;  were  it 
left  entirely  optional  with  the  towns,  to  raise  or  not  to  raise  moneys,  for  their 
support ;  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  they  would  be  siififered  to  languish  and 
die.    But  somothiog  more  than  the  mere  raising  of  money,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  competent  teachers,  is  necessary,  in  order  to  ensure  good  schools.  Too    - 
many  among  us  feel,  that  when  we  have  voted  to  raise  a  given  sum  of  money 
for  the  support  of  schools,  attended  a  school  meeting,  peraaps,  and  assisted  in 
choosing  a  prudential  committee  for  the  year,  that  our  interest  in  the  matter  is 
at  an  end !— the  rest  we  leave  to  the  teachers.    Our  children  attend  school,  or 
perhaps  play  truant ;  perhaps  they  caiTy  something  as  an  apology  for  a  book ; 
or  perhaps  one  fourth  or  one  half  of  the  time  is  passed  without  any.    The  in- 
terest and  cars  manifested  by  many  a  farmer,  in  Uie  growth  and  improvement 
of  his  young  stock,  should  put  many  a  parent  to  the  blush,  when  contrasted 
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wkh  the  indifieveBce  bo  maniftsto  in  the  education  of  his  childroB.  When  the 
spring  opens,  the  fiumer,  if  he  is  not  the  owner  of  a  suitable  posturoi  searches 
one  out,  having  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  feed,  the  supply  of  shade  and  pure 
water ;  he  is  careful  to  see  to  it,  that  the  pastiure  is  not  inmriodud ;  is  not  too 
crowded ;  he  is  careftil  to  note  the  condition  of  the  fences,  and  Npedali^f  that 
his  creatures  are  not  to  have»  for  companions,  those  from  whom  they  will  learn 
bad  habits.  AAer  having  put  them  in  pasture,  he  does  not  content  himself 
with  suffering  them  to  remain  unwatched,  till  the  snows  of  autumn  admonish 
him  that  it  is  time  to  give  them  shelter ;  he  frequently  visits  them,  and  by  salt- 
ing and  handling  them,  makes  them  gende  and  docile.  He  early  sees  to  it, 
that  the  pasture  is  answering  his  expectation,  and  if  not,  he  loses  no  time  in 
efibrts  to  find  a  better.    •    *    * 

*  *  From  this  it  will  be  seen,  that  about  four  tenths  of  the  children  are 
daily  absent  from  school.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted.  Some  children  are 
out  of  school,  by  permission  or  without  permission,  cue  half  or  one  third  of  the 
time.  If  by  the  parents,  they  do  them  an  immense  wrong,  depriving  them  of 
an  education  tliat  will  be  better  for  them  than  an  estate,  fispecicdly  as  our 
schools  are,  most  of  them,  kept  for  so  short  periods,  children  should  not  be 
allowed  to  stay  out  of  them,  except  in  case  of  urgent  necessity.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  would  recommend,  that  the  town  determine  the  number  of  the 
school  committee,  necessary  to  take  a  proper  oversight  of  the  schools,  and  re- 
elect all  but  one ;  designate  the  order  in  which  they  should  go  out,  and  have 
but  one  neto  member  come  into  the  board  each  year ;  in  this  way,  such  methods 
of  procedure,  as  had  been  found  on  trial  to  work  well,  could  be  preserved,  and 
their  defects  remedied.    *    *    * 

The  prudential  committee  do  not  seem  to  understand,  as  yet,  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  bringing  forward  their  teachers,  for  examination,  previous  to 
the  time  of  commencing  their  schools.  Even  when  there  can  be  no  question, 
as  to  their  qualifications,  it  is  the  occasion  of  emharrassment  to  the  school  com- 
mittee ;  inasmuch  as  the  law  requires  of  them,  that  they  visit  the  schools  during 
the  first  two  weeks  of  the  term,  and  in  several  instances,  schools  had  been  kept 
some  weeks  before  the  committe  had  any  knowledge  of  their  existence.  *  *  * 

If  districts  that  are  conveniently  located,  would  unite  and  establish  schools, 
to  which  they  could  send  their  larger  scholars,  the  practice  then,  of  employing 
female  teachers  in  our  schools,  winter  as  well  as  summer,  would  be  proper.  *  * 
There  is  money  enough  expended  in  support  of  schools,  public  and  private,  to 
meet  the  wants  of  ihe  community ;  but  the  difficulty  is,  it  is  expended  in  ways 
not  calculated  to  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number.  The  establish- 
ment of  private  schools,  as  is  practised  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  which  those 
parents  who  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children,  can  send 
them,  is  calculated  to  exert  an  unhappy  influence  on  the  Common  Schools. 
This  is  done  in  several  ways.  The  schools  lose,  most  frequently,  the  most  for- 
ward scholars ;  not  only  this,  the  influence  and  watchful  care  of  those  parents, 
who  most  deeply  feel  an  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children,  is  lost  also. 
Again,  the  services  of  some,  the  best  and  moat  approved  teachers,  is  lost  to 
the  Common  Schools.  Now,  whenever  a  teacher  is  found  to  possess  any  pecu- 
liar qualiflcations,  in  the  teaching  and  management  of  children,  they  are  induc- 
ed to  engage  in  select  schools.  Now  it  will  not  do  to  say,  that  the  parents  shall 
not  have  the  privilege  of  establishing  schools  at  their  own  expense,  fot  their 
children.  They  look  at  the  Common  Schools,  and  they  appear  too  common. 
Perhaps  the  morals  and  habits  of  some  of  the  older  scholars  are  such,  that  they 
cannot  endure  the  thought  of  sending  their  own  children  there;  and  they  feel 
that  it  is  a  duty  they  owe  their  children,  to  put  them  where  they  can  have  a 
controlling  oversight  of  the  school.  Now  it  is  very  much  to  be  questioned, 
whether  these  parents  do  right.  The  time  will  arrive,  when  their  children  will 
come  in  contract  with  those,  whose  example  they  would  wish  them  to  avoid  at 
school,  and  probably  under  less  favorable  circumstances  for  the  parents  inter- 
posing any  corrective.  If  they  would  send  their  offspring  to  the  Common 
Schools,  and  send  along  with  them  their  own  watchful,  guardian  care ;  if  they 
woukl  lend  their  aid  to  purify  the  streams  at  the  fountain  head ;  they  would  do 
the  community  incalculable  benefit  The  course  pursued  by  the  early  reform^ 
era  of  the  ehnstiaii  church,  in  abandoning  it  to  its  corruption,  and  in  establish* 
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ing  a  purer  qrBtam  of  faith,  and  holier  rootives  for  action,  instead  of  remaining 
in  the  church,  and  by  the  aid  of  example  and  argument,  attempting  a  reform  of 
its  corruptions  within  its  wails,  has  been  questioned.  If  there  is  any  reason 
for  entertaining  a  question,  as  to  the  correctness  of  their  course,  with  how  much 
greater  weight  will  it  apply  to  those  who  take  their  children,  their  influence, 
and  their  interest,  and  send  them  all  to  the  select  school,  and  abandon  the 
Common  Schools  to  the  use  of  those  who  have  little  influence,  and  less  interest, 
in  their  success.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Jehikl  Abbott,  Norm  ah  T.  Leonard,  Rdssbll  E.  Dswkt, 
Samuki.  R.  B.  Lewis,  Charles  Van  Looh. 


W.  SPRINGFIELD,  .  V''lZSZ'l^-^:!^tu.'^'-'^"'- 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  554 — In  Winter,  963. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  393 — In  Winter,  763. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  982. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  72. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  94. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  161  mths.— In  Summer,  81 — In  Winter,  80. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  20.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winlei^-M.  17— F.  9. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  jj^fS  76— To  Females,  ^11  90. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month*-Of  Males,  $1 53 — Of  Females,  $5  78. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^16  23— Of  Females,  $5  62 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[  1,300. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $500, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .-—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  15^.-- Average  No.  of  Scholars,  66.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^333. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  514,133  00.— Income  from  same,  ^848  10. 

Books  used. — Spelling — Webster's  and  National.  Readinff — Bible,  National,  Intelligent 
and  Rhetorical  Readers,  Child's  Guide,  History  of  the  U.  S.  Grammar — Smith's.  Geogra- 
phy— OIney's,  Malte-Brun's.  Arithmetic — Smith's,  Olney's,  Colburn's  and  thfe  Franklin. 
Au  o^i«r«— Comstock's  Philosophy,  Burriit's  Greography  of  tbe  Heavens,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  &c. 

Remark. — ^The  items  respecting  one  school,  kept  in  the  summer,  by  a  r^ected 
candidate,  are  Dot  included  in  the  computation. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  recent  efforts  in  our  State  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  Common  School  education,  and  the  interest  in  the  subject  al- 
most universally  awakened  throughout  our  Commonwealth,  have  not  been 
without  tlieir  beneficial  effects  among  ourselves.  TJiese  effects  the  committee  - 
have  seen,  in  the  increased  interest  manifested,  both  by  teachers  and  scholars, 
in  tbe  exercises  of  our  schools,  and  in  some  instances,  (we  wish  we  could  say  in 
all,)  a  decided  improvement  in  discipline  and  instruction. 

When  your  committee,  however,  compare  the  present  state  of  our  Common 
Schools  with  what  they  might  easily  become,  with  suitable  effort  on  the  part  of 
those  more  immediately  concerned  in  them,  they  can  see  great  room  for  im- 
provement To  some  of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  greater  and  better 
efficiency,  we  would  respectfully  call  your  attention. 

To  begin  where  we  believe  the  existing  evils  in  our  Public  Schools  have 
their  origin,  the  committee  would  advert  to  the  apathy  and  coldness  manifested 
by  parents  in  the  whole  business  of  school  education.  This  feeling,  or  rather 
this  toant  of  feeling,  is  exhibited  from  the  first  effort  to  obtain  a  teacher,  to  the 
last  day  of  the  school.    It  woald  seem  to  be  the  opinion  of  many,  that,  while  a 
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man  is  not  fit  to  be  entrusted  with 'the  shoeing  of  a  hone  without  requirite 
qualifications,  am  one,  who  will  teach  duuip  etwugk^  may  be  the  instructer  of 
their  children.  When  the  teacher  has  commenced  his  school,  the  same  apathy 
continues.  Few  of  the  parents  care  to  look  in  upon  him,  and  in  some  insttm- 
ces,  the  complaint  has  been  made  by  the  teacher  to  your  committee,  that  not 
an  individual,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  has  visited  the  school  for  the 
whole  season.    *    •    * 

In  connection  with  this  apathy  of  the  parents  to  the  schools^  is  a  similar  indif- 
ference to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  school  houses.  Many  of  our  school- 
houses  are  altogether  too  amaU.  In  some  schools,  children  have  been  obliged 
to  sit  on  the ,/Zoor,  and  where  this  has  not  been  the  case,  the  constant  complaint 
of  being  crowded,  and  the  uneasiness  resulting  from  the  frequent  change  of 
position,  have  been  of  material  injury  to  the  improvement  of  the  school.  In 
most  instances,  where  the  winds  through  the  crevices  and  the  broken  windows, 
have  not  taken  the  matter  to  tliemselves,  the  subject  of  proper  veniUatUm  has 
been  altogether  neglected.  In  one  or  two  cases,  your  committee  have  been 
most  unpleasantly  afiected  by  the  close  ond  impure,  air  of  school-rooms,  even 
when  staying  there  half  an  hour.  The  inhalation  of  such  an  irrespirable  atmos- 
phere for  a  succession  of  hours  every  day^  must  be  exceedingly  prejudicial  to 
health.    *    *    * 

Vour  committee  believe,  that  the  school -room  should  be  made  a  pleasant 
room  to  the  child.  It  should  be  connected  with  agreeable  associations  in  his 
mind,  and  all  suitable  means  should  be  used  to  please^  rather  than  to  disgust^ 
him  with  the  pursuits  of  knowledge.  How  much  probability  there  now  is  of 
securing  such  a  result,  every  one,  who  has  noticed  the  forlorn  and  comfortless 
apjjearance  of  our  schoolhouses,  both  trifAou/and  wiihin^  can  readily  determine. 

Almost  the  first  official  act  of  your  committee  was  the  performance  of  a  duty 
at  once  the  most  delicate  and  the  least  pleasant.  They  allude  to  the  examina- 
tion of  teachers.  They  felt  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  act  according  to  the 
law.  Jnthe  whole  matter  they  have  leaned  to  as  liberal  an  interpretation  of  the 
law  as  tlieir  duty  to  the  town  would  allow,  and,  for  want  of  those  better  quali- 
fied, have,  in  some  instances,  granted  a  certificate  of  approval,  where  the  exam- 
ination of  the  candidate  was  far  from  being  satisfactory.  In  oim  instance,  where 
such  a  certificate  was  not  given,  on  the  ground  of  manifest  incompetency,  they 
are  sorry  to  say,  the  teacher  was  encouraged  by  some  people  in  the  district,  to 
go  on  with  the  school. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that  the  excuse  for  employing  incompetent  teach- 
ers is  often  urged  by  district  committees,  that  there  is  not  time  to  secure  others. 
But  we  respectfully  submit,  that  this  is  no  excuse.  Time  ought  to  be  taken, 
and  efforts  should  be  made,  to  secure  a  teacher,  rather  than  a  person  who  wishes 
**  to  keep  school." 

We  have  been  sorry  to  find,  in  many  of  our  teachers,  a  great  deficiency  in 
elemental  knowledge.  Few  were  sufficiently  conversant  with  the  powers  of  the 
letters,  with  emphasis  and  inflection,  and  fewer  still,  with  the  principles  of 
punctuation.  In  our  schools,  the  past  }'ear,  we  have  regretted  to  see  the  evil 
result  of  such  imperfect  qualifications  in  the  teacher.  While  it  has  heen  our 
aim  to  direct  special  attention  to  reading  and  spelling,  and  while,  in  some  cases, 
there  has  been  great  and  decided  improvement  in  these  branches,  we  still  feel 
that  they  are  lamentably  neglected.  The  reading  in  our  schools  is  very  mechjan- 
iealy  and  the  dull  monotony,  with  which  the  scholar  drawls  out  his  words,  his 
general  listlessness  and  inattention,  show  but  too  plainly  that  his  thoughts  do 
not  travel  beyond  the  boundary  of  the  printed  page,  and  the  words,  that  reach 
the  ear,  have  made  no  impression  on  the  mind,    *    ^    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Hervxt  Smith,  A.  A.  Wood,  Rbubbit  Champion. 


IMTT  r  H  r?  A  tr  A  Ji/r  5(^)  Population,  1,801    ValaatioD,  ^354,040  00. 

WILiJ^JtAIt^m,         .       .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  11. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  398— In  Winter,  487. 
(S)  Average  attendanee  in  the  School*— In  Summer,  258— In  Winter,  380. 
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{4t}  No.  of  ponoBt  bolwoii  4  and  16  yean  of  age  in  the  tonri^  618.«>»No.  of  penon*  ander  4 

yean  ot  age  who  attend  Sehool,  H.«>-^.  over  16  years  ef  age  who  attend'  School,  39. 
(A)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  85  mths.— In  Snmmer,  46  7— In  Winter,  S8  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — ^F.  U.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11 — ^F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ff23  28 — ^To  Females,.^!  1  63. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $6  46— Of  Females,  $5  72. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $IQ  83— Of  Females,  $5  &1. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxea  for  the  suppoit  of  Schools,  ineiuding  on^  the  wagee  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  oontriboted  for  Public  Schools,  5435  25^ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  llJ^^Average  No.  of 

Scbolais,  275. — Aggrei^ate  paid  for  tuition.  $SJ0OOi, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .r-Aggregate  of  months  kept,    w— Average  No.  of  Scholars,      «— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^934  62.— Income  from  same,  5302  70. 

Books  used. — Spelling — Webster's.  Reading — American  First  Class  Book,  Greneral  Class 
Book,  Intelligent  Reader,  New  Testament,  Reader's  Guide,  Child's  Guide,  £asy  I'rimer,  Por- 
ter's Rhetorical  Reader,  Glass  Book  of  Nature,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  8.  Grammar — 
Smith's.  G^eo^rop/ty— OIney's,  Smith's,  Peter  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Davies',  Smith's,  Ad- 
ams', Colbuni's  First  Lessons,  Emerson's  No.  1.    All  oCAers— Natural  Philosophy,  Algebra. 

REMARK.*-^Tbe  income  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools.  The  anntiai  income  stated  in  the  Return  must  include  the  income  of 
the  Siu*plus  Revenue.    The  sums  are  not  given  separately* 

Selections  from  Report.  *  -  *  They  [the  committee]  are  ^  o{Nnion, 
that  with  some  exceptions,  there  has  been  a  decided  advancement,  the  past 
year,  towards  obtaining  the  objects  for  which  these  schools  have  been  stistained* 
Thoy  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  there  have  lieen  as  good  specimens  of  Common 
Schools,  among  us,  as  are  often  to  be  found  any  where.  Hut  the  committee 
have  not  found  eo€ry  tkmg  as  it  should  be,  in  connection  with  this  important 
subject  And  the  importance  of  our  Common  Schools  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  commtinity,  demands  that  we  look  at  our  failures  as  well  as  at  our  success^ 
that  we  may  learn  wisdom  for  the  future. 

And  first,  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  prudential  committee.  They  should 
take  more  pains  than  is  usually  taken  to  secure  good  teachers.  They  should 
begin  their  inquiries  in  season,  and  aim  to  secure  the  best  teachers.  Higher 
qualifications  should  he  demanded  in  teachers.  It  should  not  be  taken  for 
granted  that  every  applicant  for  examination  will,  of  course)  be  approved. 
And  the  committee  would  here  express  their  decided  opinion,  that  a  short 
school,  with  a  well  qualifi^d  instructer,  is  far  preferable  to  a  mueh  longer 
school,  with  an  incompetent  teacher.  The  Inquiiy  should  net,  therefore,  he  lor 
a  person  who  will  teach  school  for  the  least  pnee,  but  for  one  who  is  best  qual- 
ified for  the  office. 

The  schoolhouses .  in  most  of  the  districts,  are  convenient  and  con^NrtaUe, 
and  are  creditable  to  the  town.  There  are  one  or  two  exceptions^  however, 
where  the  seats  are  bad  and  ought  to  be  remodeled. 

In  regard  to  the  branches  taught  in  the  schools,  there  is,  perhaps^  a  call  for 
a  few  remarks.  There  i^  in  some  schools  at  kast,  too  much  of  a  disposition  to 
overlook  primary  branches,  in  order  to  enter  upon,  and  give  Biere  atteatioii  ta^ 
those  of  a  higher  order.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— John  Bowers,  William  Livxsxt,  Jas.  A.  Hasen. 
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A8HPIELD  i  '^^  Population,  1,666.    Valualion,  J280,808  91. 

'        *       *      *       c        Number  of  Public  Schools,  13. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  336— In  Winter,  460. 

(3)  Average  attendance  iu  the  Schools— In  Summer,  264— In  Winter,  354. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  tovm,  418. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  130. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  86  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  47  7.— In  Winter, 39. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  13.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  IS— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  5 17  79— To  Females,  $\0t\, 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $b  84— Of  Females,  $b  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $l\  95— Of  Females,  $b  21. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^73. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4^. — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  20. — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5^0. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .-Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,    w— Average  No.  of  Scholars,       .-Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ;g809  83 — Income  from  same,  ^48  69.  . 

Books  used. — £l]pe2^if^g^— Webster's.  J2«a<fing^— Popular  and  Intelligent  Readers,  Chtld^s 
Guide,  Worcester's  Primer.  Grammars-Smith's  and  Murray's.  Oeogrcqfhif — Malte-Brun's, 
Smith's,  Briosmade's.    ^rit^me/to— Adams',  Smith's,  Emerson's. 

Remark — There  are  fourteen  districtB,  but  the  children  belon^^g  to  one  of 
them  attend  school  in  an  adjoining  town. 

Selections  prom  Report.  *  *  A  general  and  decided  improvement  has 
been  made  in  the  branches  that  have  been  taugh^  mnd,  in  most  of  the  schools, 
tbey  are  gratified  to  find,  that  the  teachers  have  required  of  their  pupils  a  more 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches  than  formerly.  The  scholars 
have,  generally,  been  regular  in  their  attendance,  although  there  are  yet  some 
exceptions,  and  the  committee  would  take  this  opportunity  to  say,  that,  in  order 
that  the  youth  of  this  town  may  receive  the  full  benefit  resulting  from  Common 
School  instruction,  a  regular  and  prompt  attendance,  on  their  part,  is  neces- 
sary.   »•    • 

Your  committee  are  fully  of  the  opinion,  that  females  might  be  employed,  to 
a  iar  greater  extent,  to  teach  our  schools  than  has  vet  been  done.  By  adopting 
the  plan  of  procuring  female  teachers  in  many  of  our  schools,  those  schools 
may  be  lengtliened,  probably  about  one  third,  without  an  increase  of  expense. 

That  our  school  terms  are  too  short  and  the  vacations  too  long,  almost  all, 
we  believe,  will  admit.  That  the  younger  portion  of  the  scholars  forget,  in  the 
course  of  the  vacation,  a  considerable  part  of  what  they  have  learned  during 
the  preceding  term,  wilt  also  be  admitted.  But  the  fiict  would  not  be  alluded 
to,  if  the  remedy  were  not  so  plain  and  easy, — that  is,  lengthen  the  school 
terms,  and  by  that  means,  shorten  the  vacations.    •    *    * 

It  has  been  a  primary  object  with  your  committee,  on  visiting  the  several 
schools,  to  see  that  every  scholar  was  supf»lied  with  the  necessary  and  suitable 
hooka,  and  they  would  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  the  general  promptitude  of 
the  parents  in  iurnishing  all  necessary  books,  as  soon  as  they  ascertained  they 
wereneeded.  j        -^ 

34 
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Tbe  committee  would  respectfully  give,  m  their  opiiiioii,  that,  if  each  district 
would  expend  a  few  doliare  for  the  purpose  of  establisMng  a  Common  School 
Library,  to  be  enlarged  by  yearly  additions,  they  would  eminently  contribute 
to  tbe  improvement  of  the  minds,  as  well  as  morals,  of  the  rising  generation. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,— Wait  Bkm emt,  Horacs  Colk,  Samusl  Babbxtt. 


BERNAMDSTON,    .     T' Jrwtr'p?b«e^''S::f ''''^''- 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ^ges  in  all  -Ae  Schools— In  Sammer,  241— la  Winier,  514w 
(9)  Average  attendance  tn  the  Schools — ^In  Sommer,  t7&— 4n  Winter,  233. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  .4  and  16  years  of  age  in  tbe  town,  289.— No.  of  persons  nnder  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  19.— No.  orer  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  43. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  44  mihs.  14  days.— In  Smaaier,  25-^a  Winter,  19  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^M.  4— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — To  Males,  ||2368— To  Females,  5 13  ^* 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^6  60-*Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $11 08— Of  Females,  $1 63. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $iO0. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  |[344. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .^—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools-kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      * — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  JI716  67.<— Income  from  same,  $43  00. 

Books  usrd. — Spelling — Webster's.  Reading — ^Popular  Lessons,  General  Class  Book,  Im- 
proved Reader,  Franklin  Primer.  Grammar— Pond's  Murrny's,  Greenleaf's  and  Smith's. 
Geography—'Veier  Parley's  and  Malte-Bruu's.  ^n7AmeftV>— Emerson's,  Cnlbiini's  and  Adams' 
New.  Ai^  othert^Veter  Parley's  flistories,  -Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  8.,  Waite  ou  the 
Mind,  Coffin's  Book-keeping. 

JtuiARKSi— The  F0tum  atates,that  tbe  <<  summer  schools  are  prolonged,  more 
<H*  less,  by  a  tax  ofi  the  scholars.''  The  number  of  such  schools,  amount  paid, 
&€.  (instead  of  being  set  down  under  the  appropriate  bead,  is  carried  into  the 
amount  contributed  iiur  Public  Schools.    The  Academy  is  ^'jnot  in  operation." 

&EiMCTiovs  F&OM  &EP0RT.  *  *  In  the  outset,  your  committe  will  fitmkly 
state,  ithat  ihey  have  tiot,  agreeably  to  law,  during  the  past  year,  oMciaUy  visited 
ai^  of  the  flchools  in  town.  And  for  this  apparent  neglect  of  what  might  be 
considered  their  duty,  they  will  now  attempt  to  give  a  reason. 

Bv  t4ie  law  of  1838,  it  is  provided,  that  "  the  members  of  the  school  committee 
ahaUbeipaid  by  their  respective  ^towns,  one  dollar  each,  per  day,  for  the  time 
aotually  employed  in  discliarglng  the  duties  of  their  office,  together  with  such 
additional  compensation  as  the  town  mav  allow."  Under  this  law,  the  school 
committee  for  this  town  for  the  year  1838,  (consistinff  of  Rev.  T.  F.  Rogers,  Rev. 
Bancroft  iFowler,  and  H.  W.  Cushman,)  visited  all  me  schools  in  town,  what 
ai^ioaved  to  tbem  a  requisite  number  of  times,  and  performed  all  tbe  other 
Auties  incumbent  on  them,  including  an  annual  report  of  tbe  state  of  the 
schools ;  <£)r  all  of  which  services,  the  two  first  named  of  that  committee,  hav- 
ing performed  most  of  the  labor,  charged  the  town  tbe  sum  of  $24  59 ;  that  is 
$10  by  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  and  il4  59  by  Rev.  Mr.  Fowlec  The  other  member 
of 'the  :coatiiiitiee«  for  Abajt  year,  made  no  charge  whatever.  At  the  ne^t  annual 
town  jneeting,  afler  the  charge  for  the  school  committee's  services  bad  been 
made,  as  aforesaid,  being  the  March  meeting  of  last  year,  when  it  was  well  im* 
derstood  that  the  school  committee,  under  the  law,  had  made  a  small  charge, 
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the  two£iBt  iMined  gentlemen  on  that  committee,  and  the  only  two  who  hAd 
made  any  charge  for  their  services,  were  dropped,  evidently  because  tbe^  had 
made  such  a  charge,  and  other  gentlemen  substituted  in  their  atead,  who,  it  was 
well  kiiown^  could  netf  and  toeuld  not,  vifU  the  schooU. 

Such  being  the  state  of  things,  your  committee,  holding  to  the  true  demo- 
cratic principle,  that  the  people  are  capable  of  judging  what  is  for  tlieir  own 
best  interest,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their  election,  decided  that  they  would 
not,  officially,  Vvekt  any  of  the  schools  during  the  year ;  believing  it  to  be  the 
evidently  expressed  wish  of  the  people,  that  they  should  not  do  it ;  or  at  any 
rate,  unless  they  did  it  without  compensation. 

To  this  decision  they  have  adhered ;  and  the  only  duty  they  have  performed 
is,  to  make  the  necessary  reium  and  rtpori,  in  order  to  insure  for  the  town,  its 
proportion  of  the  income  of  the  State  School  Fund,  which  consists  of  a  divi- 
dend of  about  $33,  and  which  was  received  by  the  town  in  June  last,  and  divi- 
ded among  the  several  districts ;  and  also  of  a  dividend  of  $26  54,  which  has 
just  been  made,  and  which  will  soon  be  procured  for  the  town,  and  also  divi- 
ded among  the  several  districts ;  making  in  the  whole,  $59  51,  received  from 
the  State  since  March  last,  being  two  divisions  of  the  State  school  money. 

But  your  committee  cannot  stop  here,  impressed  as  they  are  most  deeply, 
with  the  importance  and  the  necessity  of  regidar  and  thorough  visitatiovis  and  ex- 
aminations  of  all  schoolSf  they  therefore  respectfully  ask  the  candid  attention  of 
the  town,  for  a  short  time,  to  that  subjecu 

The  importance  of  our  Common  Schools,  both  in  a  pecuniary  and  an  intellec- 
tual and  moral  point  of  view,  should  first  be  taken  into  consideration.  When 
we  reflect  that  all  the  education,  which  at  least  nine  tenths  of  our  children  ever 
receive,  and  which  is  to  fit  and  prepare  them  for  all  the  multifarious  duties  of 
life,  is  received  at  our  district  schools ;  when  we  remember  that  more  than  half 
of  the  days  of  children,  from  4  to  14  or  16  years  of  age,  when  habits  are  formed 
and  principles  imbibed,  which  are  to  affect  tliem  ^^  for  weal  or  for  woe,"  through 
the  whole  of  their  lives,  are  passed  within  the  wails  of  our  schoolhoUses ;  when 
we  recollect  that  the  actual  expense  of  our  schools,  including  $400  raised  by 
tax,  $43  interest  on  our  school  fund,  $33  received  from  the  State ;  also,  about 
$278,  expencfed  for  board  of  teachers,  and  fuel,  making  about  $750 ; — and  in 
addition  to  all  this,  that  many  of  our  summer  schools  are  kept  by  a  tax  on  the 
scholar,  so  that  the  total  expenditure,  for  all  the  Common  Schools  in  town,  can 
not  be  less  than  $1000 ; — and  that  in  addition  to  this  amount,  thereis  also  the  inter- 
est on  the  sum  expended  for  schoolhouses ;  the  time  expended  by  our  examin- 
ing and  prudential  school  committees,  in  hiring  teachers,  &c. ;  and  by  the  pa- 
rents, in  getting  children  to  and  from  school ; — and  further,  also,  that  the  clothing, 
board,  and  expense  of  school  books,  is  to  be  taken  into  the  account, — and  still 
another  circumstance  of  still  greater  importance,  the  time  of  the  328  children  in 
town,  who  attend  our  schools,  more  or  less,  equal  to  1440  months  |)er  annum, 
or  120  years  of  their  existence ; — un<l  that  the  actual  cost  to  the  people  of  this 
town,  (not  including  time  expended,)  cannot  be  less  than  $1500  per  annum ; — 
we  say,  considering  all  these  circumstances,  our  Common  Schools  are  of  vast 
importance  to  the  people^  and  should  receive  an  attention  from  them,  equal  to 
wnat  they  would  give,  as  prudent  and  discreet  men,  to  other  expenditures  of 
qeual  magnitude. 

Such  being  a  very  concise  view  of  the  amount  expended  ibr  our  Common 
Schools,  and  their  importance,  as  a  means  of  promoting  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual education  of  the  rising  generation,  how  should  these  schools  be  treat- 
ed ?  Should  they  be  left  to  go  on  by  themselves,  good,  bad  or  indifferent ;  with 
good  government,  or  no  government  at  all ;  with  faithful,  industrious,  and  com- 
petent teachers,  or  with  careless,  lazy,  and  unqualified  instructors  ?  Shall  our 
Common  Schools  be  left  to  take  care  of  themselves,  without  any,  or  but  little, 
supervision  or  direction  ?  Do  we  manage  our  private  concerns  in  such  a  man- 
ner ?  If  $1000  or  $1500  is  to  be  expended  by  an  individual,  or  by  a  corpora- 
tion, annually,  do  they  leave  those  they  employ  to  manage  pretty  much  as  they 
please  ?  Or  are  they  subject  to  the  close,  and  the  minute,  and  the  constant  in- 
spection, of  some  competent  and  faithful  agent  ?  Do  we,  on  our  farms,  in  our 
workshops,  or  in  our  manufactories,  leave  those^  we  employ  to  go  on  and  ex- 
pend their  time  and  our  monej^as  they  please  ?    Or  do  we  look  well  to  themj 
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and  see  that  they  are  not  merely  uidaatrioua  and  fidthful,  but  also  competent 
and  Bkilhil  ? 

Ae  a  town  oIbo,  do  we  raise  monev  for  any  purpose  except  scbooling, 
(by  far  the  most  important  ex|)enditure  tbat  is  made  in  our  town,)  and  not  bave 
good  and  true,  faithful  and  well  paid  agents,  to  see  to  it,  that  there  is  no  waste, 
no  carelessness,  no  extravsgance  of  the  people's  money  ?  Our  selectmen  bold 
the  purse  strings  of  our  town,  (and  in  this  roroect  we  rejoice  that  our  selectmen 
look  so  well  to  that  matter,)  and  they  are  paid  for  doing  it ;  and  if  thev  are  not 
prudent  and  faithful,  we  turn  them  out,  and  put  in  others  in  their  stead. 

But  how  has  it  been  the  year  |)ast  with  our  schools,  and  our  school  money? 
We  raise,  as  we  have  observed  before,  $400  by  tax,  and  have  about  $75  from 
other  sources,  (besides  wood,  board,  school  books,  and  various  other  expendi- 
tures,) and  this  money  is  divided,  one  half  on  the  district,  (and  very  justly  so,  as 
we  believe,)  and  the  other  half  is  divided  on  the  scholar.  The  money  is  paid 
over  to  the  several  districts.  The  prudential  committee  hire  the  teachers. 
These  tOHcbers  go  into  the  schools ;  and,  unless  tbey  or  some  of  the  parents, 
inmU  persons  to  visit,  no  one,  except  the  children,  goes  near  the  school  during 
the  term.  If  they  do  ufdl,  it  is  so  much  good  luck.  If  tbey  do  bad,  very  bad, 
are  careless,  idle,  negligent,  unskilful  and  incompetent,  who  knows  it  except 
the  children,  unless  an  explosion  and  riot  takes  place,  similar  to  what  baa,  most 
unfortunately,  occurred  in  our  Union  School  ? 

Your  committee  stated,  in  the  outset,  that  they  understood,  from  the  fact  of 
their  election,  that  the  town  did  not  expect  to  have  the  schools  visited  by  them. 
They  have  therefore,  in  their  official  capacity,  entirely  omitted  this  important 
duty.  By  the  kindness  of  some  of  our  Rev.  Cler^,  they  have  visited  some  of 
our  schools,  when  they  have  been  particularly  mvited.  But  no  systematic, 
regular  and  vigilant  inspection  and  visitation  of  our  schools  has  taken  place 
the  year  past  If  they  have  gone  on  well,  it  is  so  much  good  fortune.  The 
machine,  having  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  kept  in  order,  in  past  years,  has 
kept  in  motion  by  a  self-moving  impetus,  which  we  cannot  expect  wUl  always, 
under  such  circumstances,  attend  it 

Two  of  your  committee,  in  past  years,  have  had  some  experience  in  teaching 
Common  Schools ;  and  one  or  them,  for  ten  years  past,  has  visited  more  or  less 
of  our  schools.  From^their  experience  as  teachers,  and  their  own  observations, 
they  are  fully  of  the  opinion,  that  a  school,  which  is  subject  to  a  regular  and 
thorough  visitation  and  examination,  wiU  prognss  muchfaslery  and  mil  aeoompliA 
much  more,  than  one  that  is  not  thus  visited.  Scholars  who  feel  that  a  acbool 
committee,  whom  they  respect,  and  whose  approbation  they  desire,— and  their 
parents  and  friends,  also,  will  visit  the  school  at  its  commencement,  note  its 
situation,  and,  at  the  close,  again  visit  and  examine  them  and  commend  their 
improvement,  will  most  inevitably,  from  the  constitution  of  human  nature  and 
the  ordinary  operation  of  cause  and  effect,  learn  miuh  more  than,  in  many  cases 
double,  what  they  would,  were  they  entirely  neglected  in  this  respect  Teach- 
ers, too,  will  feel  the  influence  of  the  idea,  that  a  constant  supervision  is  had 
over  their  teaching,  and  will  t^trive  much  more  to  merit  and  receive  the  com- 
mendation of  the  visiting  committee  and  the  friends  of  the  school,  than  they 
would  under  other  circumstances. 

l^ut  do  we  hear  the  objection,  that  *^  our  schools  have  been  visited  heretofore, 
by  the  school  committee,  without  any  pay,  and  why  should  they  not  now  do  it,  as 
they  have  in  years  past  ?"  We  answer ; — the  law  now  provides  a  small  com- 
pensation to  school  committees,  and,  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  others,  ^  is  not 
the  laborer  worthy  of  his  hire  ?**  Formerly,  the  clergyman  of  the  town  was 
the  minister  for  all  the  people,  and  he  was  not  taxed  at  all.  But  now,  things 
have  changed.  Various  denominations  have  sprung  up  amongst  us,  and  the 
clergy  are  taxed  the  same  as  other  people.  And  why  is  it  not  right  and  just, 
that  the  clergyman,  or  other  person,  who  performs  well  the  highly  responsible 
and  important  duty  of  visiting  and  superintending  schools,  sliould  receive  the 
same  pay  as  the  assessors,  who  make  our  taxes, — the  selectmen,  who  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  town, — the  overseers  of  the  poor,  who  look  after  our  {mupers, 
and  all  our  other  town  officers?  If  our  town  officers  are  paid  one  dollar  per 
day  for  time  actually  expended,  why  should  not  your  school  committee  receive 
balf  that  sum  per  day,  for  time  actually  expended?  and  that  is  all  they  have 
0Yer  charged. 
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We  appeal,  then,  to  the  good  sense,  to  the  justice,  the  uprightness  of  our  ieJ- 
low-cttizens,  and  we  ask^them,  as  they  value  the  best  interests  and  highest  good 
of  their  children^ — as  they  value  their  Common  Schools  and  the  cause  of  sound 
morals  and  ^ood  educationi— as  they  desire  the  stability  of  our  government  and 
the  prosperitv  of  our  country,  to  wnmdtr  well  ihii  unparlant  nuSUr ;  and,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ^reat  democratic  idea,  that  ''the  sober  second  thought  of  the 
people  is  always  rijB[ht  and  never  wrong,"  so  we  trust  and  believe,  that  this 
question  will  be  decided  in  such  a  manner  as  will  receive  the  approbation  of 
every  intelligent,  judicious  and  honest  mind. 

For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  bringing  this  question  distinctly  and  directly  be- 
ibre  the  town,  and  thus  of  enabling  the  people  to  give  their  opinion  on  the  subject, 
aAer  a  lull  consideration  of  it, — whether  they  expect  or  desire  that  the  school 
committee,  whom  they  are  about  to  choose,  shall  faithfully  visit  and  examine  all 
the  schools  in  town,  or  not,  your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  vote  :— 

Vatedj  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  be  paid  to  the  school  com- 
mittee of  this  town,  on  condition  that  they  shall  examine  all  the  school  teachers 
who  may  wish  to  keep  a  school  in  town ;  shall  visit  and  examine  all  the  schools 
in  town,  at  least  twice  each  term,  and  shall  make  out  all  the  nporta  and  rduma 
necessary  to  enable  the  town  to  receive  its  proportion  of  the  income  of  the 
Massachusetts  School  Fund  from  the  State  Treasury ;  and  shall  do  all  oth^r 
things  required  of  the  school  committee  by  law. 

Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  will  only  add,  that  they  thought  it  their  duty, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  say  thus  much  on  the  highly  important  sub- 
ject of  the  visitation  and  examination  of  schools,  and  to  propose  a  specific  plan 
ibr  settling  this  question.  Whatever  course  the  town,  in  its  wisdom,  may  see 
fit  to  take,  the  committee  will  be  content ;  and  they  have  only  to  say  further, 
that,  whatever  may  be  done  on  this  question,  they  do  not  desire  to  be  re-elected 
school  committee  of  the  town.    *    *    * 

NoTB.-— The  foregoing  Vote  was,  nearly  unanimously,  adopted  by  the  Town,  March  2, 1840. 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Hehrt  W.  Cushhas,  Joseph  Slatk,  Rufus  Chask. 


]?  TTr*  VT  A  ATJl  SW  Population,  1,051.    Valuation,  5151,507  50. 

ISUi^J\.I^A.iyU,       ...       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^— In  Summer,  276— in  Winter,  325. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  221 — In  Winter,  259. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  "age  in  the  town,  320.— 'No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  15. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  51  mths.  14  days  — In  Summer,  28  14 — In  Winter,  23. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  6 — F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^22  00— To  Females,  jj^lS  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  gG  00 — Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\6  00 — Of  Females,  j^7  00. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $^0S. 
{i\)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,      ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .— .\ggregato  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  I.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5315. 
(14)' Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^914  83,-- Income  from  same,  $5i  90. 

Books  used. — 8peiling^Webaier*s.  Reading — Rhetorical.  National,  Popular  and  Inlelli- 
rent  Readers,  Child's  Guide.  Crrammar^— Pond's  Munay's,  Geo^ap/iy— Olney's  and  Malte* 
nnin's.    ilr^mefic— Adams'  New  and  Colbum's. 
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difittcmomi  l^ftov  RxMRVt  *  *  Your  eomoiittee  tel  dasptystMibterof 
Ibe  gmi  imp<fftaiiee  <»f  Comiiiiow  School  «d«ic«tioD,  as  it  iovolves  aioat  deeply, 
the  best  iot«reBtti  ef  cur  e«iiicifiiinf y^  «f  eut  Btote  «Dd  luitioi^  aad,  may  we  not 
iay^^ftheehtirebftDd  wofM.   *    *    • 

ABg^iodoifl«ein,tfaaB|if  weJbavenobigberinmii^eB,  it  Iwcomee  ue  to  <b>  al 
fbM  we  are  abia^  that  our  aoboola  nay  proire  a  bieMing  to  mankiad.    •    •    * 

We  have  been  eapecially  gmtified  to  witDeMr  the  aaeaaofe  of  iatenwt  nuoii- 
ftated,  in  many  ittatoneea,  hy  parent^  and  to  see  tbem  pieaam  aa  our  viaiiBp 
tiona.    •    •    • 

Among  the  pefplexitiM  of  our  office,  we  notice  haTinff  to  meet,  eight  or  nine 
times,  for  tbe  parposs  of  estamining  teachers.  This  ought  nm  soto  be«  £very 
teaehn-  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  upon  the  ground  at  ttw  first  weoiliBig  of  the 
committee.    •    *    • 

Your  committee  have  the  most  soieom  conviction,  that,  if  parems  wouid 
come  up  to  the  high  standard  of  their  duty,  in  this  respect,  the  result  would  be 
most  salutary,  as  the  direct  tendency  would  be  to  raise  the  ambition  of  their 
children,  and  excite  in  them,  a  spirit  of  increased  devotedness  to  the  great 
work,  in  which  they  are  enga^cL  Again,  we  have  no  doubt,  that  many  of  the 
commotions,  which  have  agitated  our  schools,  and  hindered,  if  not  entirely 
suspended,  their  usefulness,  would  have  been  avoided,  if  parents  and  guardians 
bad  visited  them,  and  seen  with  their  own  eyes,  and  heard  with  their  own  ears, 
instead  of  borrowiog  the  use  of  those  of  their  neighbors  and  children.  ^  *  * 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would,  if  possible,  press  borne  upon  every 
mind,  the  immense  importance  of  the  subject  before  us.  On  the  right  or 
wrong  culture  of  tbe  youthful  minds,  which  compose  the  present  generation, 
must  inevitably  depend  the  weal  or  wo  of  our  nation,  and  all  we  hold  dear  in 
domestic  and  social  life.  **  Make  the  tree  good,  and  its  firuit  will  be  good 
also,"  is  a  sentiment  taught  by  tbe  £temal  liimself.    *    *    ^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Nathaniel  G.Trow,  Whiting  GaiswoLD,  William  W. 

XOBNSON. 


{%)  No.  of  Scholara  of  all  ages  in  all  tbe  Schools,— In  Summer,  241 — In  WiDter,  S96. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  177 — In  Winter,  237. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  274 — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  18^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  47  mths.—- In  Summer,  25— In  Winter,  22. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— ftl.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M  5— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  5^'^  ^ — '^^  Females,  ^11  97. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 20— Of  Females,  $5  62. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  517  20— Of  Females,  $6  35. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5*700. 
(1!)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  if  189  50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  5. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  45. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5260. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5^00  00. — ^Income  from  same,  $4B  00. 

Books  used.— ;Stoe//in^ — ^Webster's,  Sears'.  12ea(im,g>--Franklin  Primer,  Easy  Primer,  Im- 
proved Keader,  Child's  Guide,  National  Header,  Introduction  to  do  ,  Khetorical  Keader,  a  part 
of  Angelas  Series.  Orammar — Smith's,  Pond's  Murray's.  Arithmetic — Adams'.  All  others 
— Colbuin's  Algebra,  Day's  do.,  Blake's  Pbilosophv',  Coffin's  Book-keeping,  Parley's  and 
Goodrich's  Histories,  Stoddard  and  Andrews'  Latin  Urammar. 


3«UBC?ipiip  JFBOM  BffiPOM.  '  •  •  Wfl  have  diiHBpT«(re4  wwn^  itoftf^Mb 
iv;Mch.Qqght  tp  b?  r!9iQe4ie4;  bitf,  i<W9  Ab^  w^le,  w9.U4ot:  ;tho  «c|iQQteMy:ft 
been  prQ8|»erou%  ^^Mi4.iu:e  ^i4«ntly  imprpvuig.  ' 

l^ofo^  fit  thfi  «pboQl)wjU8ef  dp  npt  ^e^m  to  AH^w.er  XbQ  purppfip  Air  which  tjbi^ 
were  miidfl.  If  Ij^ey  could  Jbi9  r^pAir«;d«  or  h«ve  th^r  places  ^Mppi}9d  with  9,9 w 
Qoei^  it  wouU  bo  i>ono$ipi^  to  tbe  Sjcbopl*.  The  pnroQt^,  in  «  iew  of  tbo  di#^ 
tricte,  bav^  .inaniiested  1^  .cpmtnoiMlablo  anxi^ly  £br  tb^  |)(rpsperiQr  pf  tb^VP 
8cb<K>l8;;  bwt  wo  Fogrot  to  8ay  jtbat  paroPtpj  in  goDeral,  aeeiQ  to  tkk^  Jtuit  Jittle 
Wlerent  ad  tb(9  educotioii  of  their  chUdreiii  ip  tbe  CpoiMipp  igcbools,  Jh»  n^ltj 
ami  inportancp  of  tb^if^  jpstilMtipxi^  io  not  Appeor  to  b^  ^ufScipptly  apprpci.- 
ated.    *    *    » 

AmoQg  temporal  .ol^^ct^  nono  is  more  Upporta^t  than  the  eduefttipn  of  cbil- 
dreM ;  nono  moro  urgently  domanda  tbp  attention  and  Uvb  efforta  of  p^rept?  «Ad 
tbp  PQminuii3ty  in  gep^ri^t   ^*   *   » 

SCHOOL  COJWMITXPE.— Aii[.H*a.s;r  Lawb,  Apqustps  3at|C8^  Asjsmuv  H.  TATi:.i>ja. 


C  OLtP  R  A  TNP  J  ' ^  ^  Population,  1 ,998.    Valuation,  5331,327  60. 

'    *      *      '       C       NumbiBir  of  PubUe  S.ebools,  18. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  453— In  Winter,  551. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  339^In  Winter,  358. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  557.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  ag«  who  attend  School,     .— I4o.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  100  mihs.  14  days. — ^In  Summer,  56— In  Winter,  44  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  io  Summeiv— M.   — F.  17.f^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winterw—M.  13— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $ti  40— To  Females,  gll  28. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  por  month<p-Of  Males,  ^8  00^— Of  Females,  $&  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^13  40-^f  Females,  g5  23. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  Jaoard  and  fuel,  ^700. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  fur  Public  Schools,  |f776. 

(12)  No.  of  incojrporated  Academies,    .-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  mimber  of 

Scholars,         «— ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  jf 

(13)  Nq.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^150. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.- £fp<//iiig:^-Webster's.  JReacTtng— Franklin  Series,  National  and  Porter's 
Rhetorical  Readers,  Bible,  Grammar— Pond's  Murray's  and  Smith's.  Geography — ^Malte- 
Bnu's,  Smith's  and  OIney's.    iirit^mefM;— Colbuin's  1st  Part,  Adams'  %d  Part  and  Adams'. 

Remark. — ^The  return  states,  that  Common  Schools  are  <<  probably  prolonged 
six  months,  at  an  expense,  say,  of  $60."  This  sum  is  included  in  the  above  ag- 
gregate. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  We  would  begin  with  earnestly  calling 
the  attention  of  parents  to  the  importance  of  their  visiting  the  schools  twice, 
at  least,  in  each  term.  The  objects  to  be  accomplished  by  this,  are  many  and 
{[reat  It  would  tend  happily  to  i)romote,  on  the  part  of  parentis,  that  interost 
m  the  schools,  which  is  so  essential  to  their  prosperity.  Unless  such  an  inter- 
est is  awakened  and  sustained,  the  schools  must  unavoidably  languish ;  thev 
&re  DOW  sadly  languishing  for  the  want  of  it.  Unfit,  unqualified  teachers  will 
be  employed ;  the  scboolhouses  will  be  ill  constructed,  ill  kept,  ill  supplied  with 
fuel,  and  sufK^red  to  get  out  of  repair;  many  scholars  will  be  frequently  absent 
or  tardy,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  school,  and,  when  there,  will  be  listless, 
or  UDdutiful,  and  either  unsupplied  with  books,  or  supplied  with  such  as  are 
improper.    .Qulif  a  proper  degi^e  of  interest  could  be  aw^ened,  theae  cpm- 
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mon  evUfl  would,  in  a  great  measure,  or  wholly,  disappear.  And  why  should 
not  parents  take  these  pains  ?  In  what  other  business  does  the  employer  leave 
the  employed  without  inspecting  his  work,  and  looking  narrowly  afler  his  ser- 
vice ?  And  is  the  cultivation  of  the  heart,  and  mind,  and  manners,  of  the  rising 
ffeneration,  less  important  than  the  business  of  our  farms,  our  shops,  or  our 
Victories  ?  It  is  believed,  that  a  great  majority  of  parents  in  this  town,  seldom, 
if  ever,  visit  the  schools.    We  would,  however,  make  honorable  exceptions.  *  ** 

The  committee  would  say,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  attention  usually  given 
to  the  elementary  studies  is  quite  too  superficial.  There  is  a  hastening  onward  to 
new,  and  higher,  and  various  branches,  before  the  pupils  are  at  all  properly 
grounded  in  the  rudiments  or  first  principles  of  science.    *    *    * 

In  oonclusion,  the  committee  would  say  that  too  much  importance  can 
scarcely  be  attached  to  the  moral  character  of  instructers ;  to  the  influence  they 
will  exert  on  the  hearts  of  their  pupils.  It  should  not  only  be  safe,  but  salu- 
tary. The  principal  thing  to  be  sought  is,  to  make  children  wiser  and  better. 
And,  if  they  are  subjected  to  an  influence,  that  not  only  does  not  help  to  make 
them  better,  but  worse,  no  attainments  they  can  make  in  science,  however 
large  or  splendid,  can  be  considered  as  any  compensation  for  the  loss  they 
sustain.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— J.  M.  Purisgtov,  Horatio  Flago,  David  Todd. 


CnJ^WAV  \^^^  Population,  1,445.    Valuation,  ^400,256  00. 

U  Uiy  WJLX^       .       .       .       •       \        Number  of  Public  Schools,  17. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  ail  the  Scbooli— In  Summer,  343 — In  Winter,  431. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  Sd&^In  Winter,  342. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  411. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  16.— No.  over  16  3*ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  6a. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  94  mihs.  14  days. — In  Summer,  66 — In  Winter,  38  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  15. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  10 — ^F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board-— To  Males,  520  56 — ^To  Females,  $l\  26. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00-^f  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\%  56— Of  Females,  $b  26. 

( 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5789  32. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^720. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition^  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  35.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $115. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

3ooK8  USED. — Spelling — ^National.  Reading-^-Amencwn  First  Class  Book,  Rhetorical 
Reader,  General  Class  Book,  Popular  Reader,  Improved  Reader,  Child's  Guide,  Bible.  Gram- 
inai^— Smith's.  Geography — ^Malte-Brun's  and  Peter  Parley's.  J[r]/Am«<tc— Smith\  Colburn's 
and  Emerson's  First  Part.  All  ofA^rA^— Colburn's  Algebra,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S., 
Parley's  History,  Webster's  Dictionary. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  We  believe  that  much  good  might  result 
from  the  united  visit  of  the  town  aod  prudential  committees,  near  the  com- 
mencement of  each  school  term ;  and  vire  recommend,  that  this  practice  be  uni- 
versally adopted.    •    *    * 

We  cannot  close,  without  expressing  our  conviction,  that  a  more  extensive 
and  decided  moral  influence  should  be  exerted  in  our  schools  While  we  en- 
courage the  study  of  the  history  of  our  own  country,  and  feel,  that  it  is  exert- 
ing a  salutary  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  young,  we  wish  to  hear  testi- 
mony Id  &vor  of  the  history  of  the  Bible ;  and  express  our  conviction,  that  its 
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mii6Vt,tkvg  and  purifying  tendendes  will  be  ftr  mora  beneficiai  to  our  ehildreni 
tbAti  my  human  pn)dactiofi ;  and  we  tlvlnk  tt  a  prdfier  t6xt<*book  to  be  used 
mora  extensively  than  it  has'  been  the  past  winter^  in  many  ef  our  eeltoolei 
While  we  should  regrat  to  see  the  peculiar  tenets  of  any  partieular  sect'  or 
psrty  ineulcated  by  our  tea^hera   *   ^    ^ 

SOIIOOL  COMMlTTE¥i*^A9ntt9  R|iex>  Job*  Oiarv^£.  I>.  HAKiafoir* 


DEERFIELD,     .    .     i<UPop«i.tion  i^  v^a.iio,.,faas,i6«7S. 

'  i       Number  of  Public  Schools,  15. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools-Jo  Summer,  410^In  Winter,  444. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  SSZS— In  Winter,  966. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  d48. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  S3. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  90. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  Uie  Schools,  92  mths.— In  Summer,  53  21— In  Winter,  38  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^-M.   .— F.  15— No.  of  Teachers  m  Winter— M.  6— F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^22  33— ^To  Females,  $IZ  20 

(8)  Average  Value  of  beard  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  00— Of  Females,  $6  43. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  jl5  39— Of  Females,  $5  77. 

(10)  Amount  of  mqpey  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[822. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^81. 

(12)  No.  of  inoorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  IQ}.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  40.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  S^^* 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  CommoQ 

Schools,  6. — ^Aggregate  of -months  kept,  ll|  —Average  No.  of  Scholars^  15.— ^ggre* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^I^ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  g 

Books  uskd. — £^e//titj^— Franklin  Primer,  Webster's  Spelling  Book.  Jt«iu{if^g«^Popalar 
and  Improved  Readers,  General  Class  Hook.  Grammar-^m\\h*a,  GeoifrofiAy— Oloey's. 
Malte-Bnin's,  Peter  Parley's  and  Brinsmade's.  ArUhmetio^Adams%  Smith^,  Emerson's  and 
Colburn's.  All  o<Aer«— Goodrich's  History,  Comstoek's  Philosophy,  Angell's  Series,  Nos«  % 
and  4,  Child's  Second  Book. 

Rekark^ — ^  Some  districts  contributed  fuel,  but  the  committee  hare  not  as^ 
certained  the  amount" 

SstECttoKs  FEOM  ftcPOAT.  *  ^  lu  rospeot  to  the  general  conditiott  of 
the  schools  in  this  town,  your  committee  are  of  opihion,  that  it  is  ikr  less  ele* 
vated,  than  is  demanded  by  a  just  reaard  to  the  wants  and  welfare  of  the  rising 
generation,  and  is  contemplated  by  the  existing  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  ill 
relation  to  the  subject  *  *  Iti  the  recent  history  of  the-sebools  in  this  town, 
Ikowerer,  your  committee  are  happy  to  state,  that  they  are  able  to  reeord  im- 
provements, as  well  aa  to  specify  defects.    •    ^    * 

Within  a  short  period,  they  are  happy  toadntowledgo  the  erection  of  fbor 
ntw  sehoolhouses,  which,  though  not  embracing  all  the  adnmtag ea  desirable 
^  such  accommodations,  are  undoubtedly  great  improveowBts  upon  those^  of 
^liich  they  have  taken  the  places;  in  se? eral  of  the  districts^  however, 
the  scboolhouses,  in  their  existing  condition,  are  by  no  means  suited  to  the 
li^aats,  for  which  thev  were  provided,  being  small,  inconvenient,  ill  constructed, 
uid  out  of  repair,  distances,  too,  not  unfrequently  occur,  of  a  want  of  good 
understanding  and  of  a  spirit  of  cooperation  between  the  general  affd  prudenthil 
^sommittees,  in  observing  liie  legal  requisitions,  as  respects  the  examiuation  and 
approbation  of  teachers ;  the  dutv  of  the  prudential  committee  in  some  instances^ 
ueing  entirely  neglected,  and  often  delayed  till  after  the  teacher  has  been  em- 
^'^''yed,  for  some  weeks,  in  the  instruction  of  the  school,  for  which  he  or  she 
been  engaged.    Your  commatlee  ara  of  opinion^  and  il  i»  tho  opinion  of 
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many,  both  teachen  and  others,  that,  in  the  accoiDplishment  of  correct  apelliDg, 
our  youth  are  fur  behind  the  standard  which  Ibrro^rly  obtained ;  and  this 
declension  is  imputed,  in  part,  to  a  neglect  in  this  branch  of  early  education,  and, 
in  part,  to  the  books  now  in  use ;  but  it  is  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  it 
may  not  be  more  justly  ascribed  to  the  multiplication  of  studies  {—arithmetic, 
geography,  philosophy,  history,  &c.,  being,  in  various  forms  at  the  present  day, 
crowded  into  the  space  formerly  occupied  by  only  two  or  three  branches  of 
primary  instruction.    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^-PoMXROT  Bxldsv,  Wm.  M.  Richards. 


W  r?  VTNC  M^ '  Population,  292.    Valaation,  $40^  BO, 

JliltVllMtr,       .       .      ,       .         J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.i)f  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer  99— In  Winter,  54. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  68 — In  Winter,  44. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  80. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  14. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  4. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  13  mths. — In  Summer,  11 — In  Winter,  2. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.  — -F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  1— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Hales,  $9S  O0~-To  Females,  Jf  10  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  56  00-^f  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $iO  00— Of  Females,  $5  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $lSi* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $        * 

(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  2.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^9  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— fljpetftfigi^— National.  i2«a<^t9^[^— National  Reader,  General  Class  Book,  Im- 
proved  Reader,  Franklin  Primer.  Orammar — Smith's.  Gecurrop/iy— Maite-Bnin's,  Olney's, 
Woodbridge's  and  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Adams',  Colburn's,  Emerson's.  Ail  o/Acrs^-Child's 
First  Book  of  History,  Young  Scholars'  Manual,  Testament.   ' 

Sklections  from  Report.  *  *  The  cause  of  Common  School  educa- 
tion is  one  of  great  importance,  and  deeply  involves  the  best  interests  of  the 
community,  for  the  character  of  our  schools  will,  in  a  great  degree,  determine 
the  character  of  the  rising  generation. 

One  existing  evil  the  committee  here  notice, — ^the  apparent  want  of  interest 
In  the  subject  of  education  manifested  by  parents.  So  far  as  the  committee  have 
been  able  tp  ascertain,  in  but  lew  instances  have  parents  visited  the  schools 
during  the  past  year,  and  furnished  the  teachers  with  that  aid,  and  the  scholars 
with  that  encotu'agement,  which  their  presence  would  have  afforded.  On  this 
point,  the  committee  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  reformation. 
Parents,  surely,  are  as  deeply  interested  in  the  education  of  their  children,  as 
In  any  other  sutfeet  whatever.    It  should  be  the  last  one  to  be  neglected.   *   * 

jSCHOOI^  C0BIMITTB6'— Asa  Fisher,  Caltik  Priest,  Jr. 


»  >■  IM 


fiTT  T  Ul)  Population, 809.    Valuation, 5148,085 00. 

t:tllj£j,    .•..,,•     J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  ScholaM  oC.«H  aga^  in  all  tfie  Schools— In  Summer,  19(WIn  Winter,  251. 
43)  iLverage  attendaacs  in  Ihs  fkhiOQi§^Ju  filummer,  14&— la  Winter,  186. 
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(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  2fi6.^No.  of  persons  under  4 

jrears  of  age  who  attend  School,  11.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  26. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  90  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  17— In  Winter,  13  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^-M.  — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $tSt  83— To  Females,  5^^  ^> 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  00-^Of  Females,  $1 00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  j[15  83— Of  Females,  $5  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;{[300. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^211  76. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     ^ — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  Hf 

( 13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1  3-8. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,     .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  S  . — ^Income^from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — Franklin  Series,  viz.  Franklin  Primer,  Improved  Reader,  General 
Class  Book,  Popular  Reader.  JRea£^tn^^--Gpldsmith's  England.  Cframmar — Greenleaf's. 
Oeography^O\ney*8,  Malte-Brun's,  Parley's,  ^ni^mtfdic— Emerson's,  Colburn's,  Smith's  and 
Adams'^  New. 

Remarks. — ^The  fuel  is  itirnislied  gratuitously,  but  the  amount  is  Dot  given  in 
the  return.  The  sum  under  the  head  of  ^  amount  of  board  and  fuel  contribii- 
ted,"  represents  the  board  only.  Only  two  items  are  given,  respecting  the  Pri- 
vate SchooL 

Selections  from  Report  *  *  With  regard  to  their  views  of  the  wel- 
fare and  utility  of  schools,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  oflfer  the  following  remarks. 
They  conceive,  that  no  small  evil  results  from  a  want  of  greater  unitbrmity  in 
the  use  of  school  books,  and  of  stricter  attention  to  the  procuring  of  those,  de- 
signated by  the  committee  in  their  list    *    *    * 

The  committee  cannot  but  notice,  with  regret,  that  seemingly  growing  inat- 
tention to  respectful  deportment  and  manners  in  children,  which,  in  the  gene- 
ration before  us,  was  deemed  a  subject  of  no  small  importance  in  schools. 
Although  our  institutions  are  strictly  rtpMicany  yet  courtesy,  and  proper 
deference  to  age  and  authority,  are  accomplishments  too  needful  in  every  com- 
munity, to  be  neglected.  These  points  of  attention  are  too  closely  connected 
with  every  principle  of  order  and  regularity  in  society,  and  are  too  essential  to 
the  refinements  of  civilization,  to  be  laid  aside. 

The  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  recommend  harmony  of  feeling  and 
cooperation  among  the  several  families  composing  a  district  Nothing  can  bo 
worse,  than  a  captious,  fault-finding  spirit,  indulged  by  parents  and  guardians, 
in  regard  to  those  restcaints  necessarily  practiiied  in  school.  From  salutary  re- 
straint, and  needful  discipline,  the  children  of  none  can  be  safely  or  equitably 
exempted.    *    *    • 

The  committee  would  further  recommend,  as  highly  important,  so  far  as 
practicable,  to  secure  the  labors  of  well  known  and  tried  instructors,  rather 
than  trust  to  stranger  applicants,  however  well  recommended  they  may  come, 
and  however  well  versed  they  may  appear,  under  examination,  in  the  several 
items  of  schoolmaster  learning.  The  short  interview  of  examination  before  a 
committee,  however  minutely  or  critically  conducted,  is  not  an  adequate  test  of 
attainments  and  quali6cations  in  the  candidates  Discretion,  judgment,  and 
some  experience,  after  all,  are  indispensable  reqtiisites.  Some  previous  ac- 
quaintance, also,  with  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  the  people,  as  well  as  with  the 
genius  and  disposition  of  the  pupils,  is  very  favorable  to  the  success  of  an  in* 
structer.  A  want  of  this  must  necessarily  embarrass  the  operations  of  an  entire 
stranger,  and  impede  his  usefulness,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  his  term  of 
engagement    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— JosiAH  W.  Carviitg,  Johatbar  S.  PnartE^  Sakuei.  J. 
Ltoiis. 
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rs1?J?WfJ1?Tr?^rk  J(l)PopaI»Uon,  1,840.    Y«laatiomf4»^». 

i^KI^IS]Stl£rLiU,   .      .      \       N^^ber  of  Poblic  SchooU,  la 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  «11  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  358— In  Winler,  4M. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  School*— In  Summeiv^l'^^'B  Winter,  312. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  4C6.— No.  of  personi  ooder  4 

y«ars  of  age  who  attend  School,  10.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. 
(6^  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  74  mtbs.— In  Summer,  43— In  Winter,  31. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sammer— M.  1— F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter-^M.  d^F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  f  28  60— To  Females,  J 14  33. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  f  7  60— Of  Females,  |[6  60. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  S21  0O-*Of  Females,  f7  73. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  sappoft  of  Schoob,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  J[l,700. 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f  StO. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12*«-Avefage  Bomber  of 

Scholars,  30w— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ]{ 1,500. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schoolsiand  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  18f.— Average  No.  of  Seholars,  85.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  f720. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %  .—Income  from  same,  % 


ney's.    ArtfAmetic— Colburn's^  Smith's  and  Adams'.    AU  0Mer«^— Porter's  Analysis,  Day's  Al- 
gebra, Blake's  Chemistry,  Latin  and  Greek  Gramomr,  Virgil»  Cicero,  Qfcek  Testament. 

SSI.BCT10NS  FROM  Repobt.  *  *  In  the  Tillage,  the  large  SDd  coromodlotia 
building,  erected  by  the  Fellenberg  Corporation,  has  been  purchased  and  well 
fitted  up,  for  the  accommodation  of  two  achoola,  at  an  expense  of  more  than 
four  thotisand  doJIara.    *    «    * 

'  The  centre  district  has  venr  commendably  repaired  its  scboolhouse.  *  * 
The  greatest  fault  discovered  by  the  committee,  in  this  school,  and  it  is  one 
which  too  generally  prevails,  consisted  in  the  manner  of  reading  and  spelling. 
These  branches  are  entided  to  a  greater  share  of  attention,  than  they  ordinarily 
receive ;  and  it  would  be  well  if  the  time  devoted,  in  many  instances,  to  higher 
studies^  were  given  to  them.    *    *    * 

The  attention  which  the  committee  have  been  able  to  give,  to  the  difierent 
schools  in  the  town,  has  produced  the  conviction  that,  although  something  has 
been  accomplished,  yet  very  much  remains  to  be  done,  that  our  schools  may  be 
elevated  to  tliat  high  standard  which  their  importance  demands,  and  produce 
those  beneficial  resuhs  which  every  good  citizen  is  solicitous  to  witness.  There 
is  room  for  iropravement,  in  the  condition  of  many  of  the  schoolhouses ;  in  the 

aualifications  of  teachers ;  in  the  regularity  of  attendance,  on  the  part  of  chil- 
ren ;  in  the  mode  of  government,  and  the  course  of  study,  and  in  the  interest 
manilesled  in  the  cause  of  learning,  by  those  U|)on  whom  the  support  of  the 
schools  is  de|)eiidant  The  committee  venture  to  express  the  hope,  that  under 
the  regulation  of  wise  and  salutary  laws,  and  from  the  increasing  regard  to 
edtication  in  the  community,  the  Public  Schools  of  this  town  will,  erelong, 
attain  to  a  character  which  will  place  them  beyond  the  voice  of  censure  or 
£om|ilainL    *    •    * 

There  is  some  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  committee,  whether  the  usual  mode 
of  distributing  the  money  raised  by  the  town,  according  to  the  number  of  schol- 
ars in  the  respective  districts,  is  the  most  judicious  and  equitable.  The  great 
object  is  to  promote  the  ($enenil  interests  of  education,  without  regard  to  the 
population,  or  the  ability  of  particular  localities.  Those  districts  which  are  the 
least  wealthy,  may  need  the  most  assistance ;  and  where  there  is,  compara- 
tively, but  a  small  number  of  scholars,  the  public  good  may  require  p,  more 
liberal  application  of  the  means  of  intellectual  and  moral  improvement   If  one 
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dlBtriet  oontaiotf  40»  aad  another  but  9Q  or  35  childreii,  who  acod  inalnwtioii^ 
there  aeeins  no  good  reason  why  the  common  advantages  of  learning  should 
not  be  extended  as  welt^  and  in  equal  degree,  to  the  latter  as  to  the  former. 
Indeed,  tbe  claims  are,  evidently,  the  greatest  on  the  part  of  the  lesser  body, 
and  this  too,  on  account  of  its  deprivation  of  privileges,  in  other  respects^  which 
are  possessed  by  the  hirger.     *    •    « 

Tbe  committee  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  tbe  town,  the  importance  of  causing 
the  differeut  schools,  in  summer  and  winter,  to  commence  simultaneously,  ot 
18  oesr  the  same  time  as  may  be  practicable.  This  will  enable  tbe  commit* 
tee  to  attepd  the  eiamination  of  teachers  eoUtditsdy^  instead  of  tn«Kvidiia2^, 
thereby  savinff  expense  to  tbe  town,  and  affording  the  committee  opportunity 
to  diachsrge  Uieir  duty,  in  their  organized  capacity,  and  with  suitable  prepara* 
tion.  They  would,  also^  express  their  desire,  that  prudential  committees 
should  be  present  at  such  examinations.    •    *     • 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  there  is  manifest  error  in  the  supposition  that  the 
district  should  have  tbe  exclusive  management  of  its  own  schools,  on  the  imag- 
inary ground  that  all  concern  for  the  interests  of  the  latter,  is  confined  within 
its  own  limits.  It  is  the  town  that  raises  the  money,  and  the  town  is  to  see 
that  this  money  is  rightly  expended.  The  benefits,  also,  that  result  from  its 
appropriation,  involve  the  safety  and  the  happiness  of  tbe  whole  commu- 
niij   *    *    * 

The  committee  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  town,  tbe  importance  of 
requiring  prudential  committees  to  make  a  full  report  of  their  proceedings,  as 
such,— including  an  exact  statement  of  the  amount  of  public  money  received  by 
them,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  expended, — to  the  town  committee, 
previous  to  the  annual  meeting,  in  order  that  the  latter  may  embody  the  facts 
in  their  report 

The  qualifications  of  teachers,  is  a  subject  which  deserves  the  special  atten- 
tion of  towns,  of  districts,  and  of  committees.  If  there  be  de6ciency  in  this 
respect,  not  only  is  the  money  appropriated  to  the  iuterests  of  education  lost, 
hut  consequences  of  the  most  latal  and  ruinous  kind,  inevitably  result  to  the 
community  at  large.  The  waste  and  perversion  of  time  and  opportunity,  the 
niost  precious,  and  which  can  never  be  recalled,  are  the  legititiiate  fruits  of 
igDorance  and  incompetency,  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the 
formation  and  culture  of  the  youthful  mind  ;  and  better  is  it  for  the  children, 
and  for  the  Commonwealth,  that  every  scboolliouse  should  be  demolished,  and 
every  law  upon  the  subject  of  education  repealed,  than  that  a  charge  so  res- 
ponsible should  be  committed  to  those  who  have  neither  talent  nor  character  to 
recommend  them  to  the  otiice  they  have  assumed.    ^    *    * 

In  addition  to  the  essential  literary  acquirements  of  the  teacher,  there  is  some- 
thing demanded  in  the  particular  of  manntn.  Children  readily  imitate  those 
with  whom  they  are  associated ;  and  when  their  familiarity  is  constant  with 
one,  whom  they  are  accustomed  to  view  in  an  elevated  station,  they  will  not 
fail,  in  some  respects,  to  copy  bis  deportment  and  bis  habits.  If  these  are  awk- 
ward, rude  and  vulgar,  their  influence  will  be  such  as  to  afiect  unfavorably,  the 
situation  and  the  prospects  of  the  children,  and  an  evil  may  be  produced  which 
will  attend  them  through  life. 

But  neither  talents  nor  manners,  are  sufiScient  to  constitute  a  good  and  use- 
ful teacher,  without  the  faculty  of  government,  purity  of  moral  character,  and 
a  deep  sense  of  responsibility.  His  gentleness  and  equanimity  of  temper;  his 
firmness  of  purpose ;  the  motives  by  which  he  is  actuated,  and  the  views  which 
he  entertains  ot  relative  obligation,  should  be  thoroughly  inquired  into.   *   *   * 

In  conclusion,  tbe  committee  would  earnestly  urge  upon  tbe  attention  of  the 
citizens  generally,  the  vast  importance  of  renewed  and  added  exertion,  in  be- 
half of  the  means  of  education,  by  which  all  classes  of  children  are  to  become 
fitted  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations.  There  is 
no  investment  of  capital  which  returns  so  good  an  interest,  as  that  which  pro- 
vides tbe  young  with  qualifications,  upon  which  their  own  usefulness,  and  the 
Welfare  of  society,  are  dependant.  And  there  can  be  no  expense,  from  which 
personal  and  public  advantages,  so  certainly  and  extensively  proceed,  as  the  con- 
tributions which  supply  the  rising  generation  with  constant  and  adequate  in- 
■tniction.     Every  where  wo  see  parents  enduring  labors,  and  submitting  to 
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aacrificei^'in  order  that  they  may  leave  somethiDg  for  the  eomfort  and  support 
of  their  of&pring,  when  their  own  course  of  mortality  is  terminated.  And  there 
18  a  high  degree  of  complacency  and  satisfaction  in  the  thought,  that  they  for 
whom  they  toil  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulness,  will  not  be  left  in  destitution 
and  helplessness,  when  their  own  hands  are  unablo  to  contribute  to  their  ne- 
cessities. Why,  then,  should  they  ever  grudge  the  expense  necessary  to  a  good 
education  ?  Why  should  they  not  delight  in  bestowing  upon  those  who  are 
most  dear  to  them,  the  richest  of  all  legacies,  the  treasures  of  a  well  furnished 
mind,  by  which  their  usefuiness  and  happiness  are  to  be  so  greatly  advanced  in 
the  world  ?  Why  should  they  not  he  as  desirous  of  securing  the  mental  and 
moral  welfare  of  their  children,  as  of  establishing  their  secular  fortune  ?  The 
possessions  which  are  gained  ibr  them  may  soon  pass  awav ;  but  the  kno^- 
edge  and  the  virtue  that  they  acquire,  will  continue  to  attend  and  to  bless  them, 
even  to  their  latest  years.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTEE.~TiTU8  Steono,  A.  Cbaitdler. 


rr  A  -rwrj  rp^  HI)  Population,  985.    Valuation,  5143,169  00. 

tl3.YYlj£4  Xj      ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  203 — In  Winter,  909. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Sehools — In  Summer,  168 — In  Wintec,  252. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  264.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  57  mths.-^In  Summer,  28 — ^In  Winter,  29.  ■ 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teacher  in  Wintei^— M.  7— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  5 17  93 — ^To  Females,  $\\^, 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  %b  50 — Of  Females,  %b  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  j[lS  43 — Of  Females,  $5  57, 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $\^  55. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong*  Commoo 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—-Average  No.  of  Scholars,       .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^400  00.— Income  from  same,  $2^  00. 


Books  used.- iS*^//ti^ — ^Webster's.  Reading — Bible,  Porter's  Analysis,  National  and  la- 
teliigcnt  Readers,  Child's  Guide,  Worcester's  Primer.  Gra7nmar—Sm'n}a*8.  Geogr€aahxf-^\- 
ney^,  Malte-lirun'it,  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Adams' and  Colburn's  Intellectual.  Au  others— 
Goodrich's  History. 


Remarks. — ^The  committee  say,  that  in  consequence  of  the  Registers  not 
being  all  returned,  they  have  taken  the  items  of  the  .Abstract  of  last  year, 
which  though  ^  to  some  extent  conjectural,  are  very  nearly  the  truth,"  except  in 
regard  to  some  particulars,  v^hich  they  have  corrected,  as  far  as  they  ^vere  able. 

The  income  of  local  funds  is  from  a  School  Lot  The  value  of  tlie  lot  is  not 
given. 

Selection  from  Report.  *  *  The  Public  Schools  in  Hawley  are  advan- 
cing, but  not  so  fast  as  they  could  advance,  if  a  union  of  effi>rt  were  made,  equal 
to  the  ability  of  the  inhabitants.  Let  schoolhouses  be  made  comfortable,  con- 
venient and  delightful ; — let  pupils  be  constant  and  punctual  in  attendance ;— let 
parents  look  ailer  their  children  at  school,  in  their /itrrary  and  moral  attainments^ 
and  there  would  be  greater  advances  and  less  expendUures,    In  districts  where 
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parents  gave  eTidence  of  their  interest  by  visiting  the  schools,  there  were  the 
most  reaihf  and  aceuraie  rtciiaiiona,  animated  and  comti  reading,  with  other 
marks  of  improvement  and  indisputable  evidence  oi'  the  best  achoola    *    •   • 

SCHOOL  C0MMITTEE.--TTL1R  Thatcher,  Thomas  Lohqley,  Jobk  Tobst. 


HEATH  (  (1)  Popalation,  953.    Valaation,  ;S^166^  21. 

' (        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  192— In  Winter,  289. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  ISS— In  Winter,  201. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  286.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  8. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  51  mths.— In  Summer,  28  14— In  Winter,  22  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summeiw-M.  — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  giO  33— To  Females,  $1100. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $5  6&— Of  Females,  $5  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $H  66— Of  Females,  $5  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^500. 

(11)  Amoont  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^240. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .— Agpj^egate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      •-Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 
(U)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  dsao.— fifj^^^me^Webster's.  Readinff—AnplVs  Series,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Read- 
«.  Grammar-~Fond*B  Murray's.  Geography^-^a\te'Bmn\  Olney's,  Peler  Parley's,  Smith's. 
in^iiK^tc— Adams',  Golbum's.  All  of/ter^— Day's  Algebra,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Watts 
ofl  the  Mind. 

Selectioits  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  might  name  many  things 
worthy  of  criticism  in  the  mode  of  teaching  adopted  by  several  instructers. 
We  cannot  but  remark  the  fact,  that  scholars,  making  mistakes  in  reading  and 
spelling,  have  not  been  called  to  notice  their  mistakes,  so  as  to  derive  any  ben- 
efit from  the  correction.  In  spelling,  the  misspelt  word  is  passed  to  the  next 
Kbolar,  and  the  correction  not  enforced  upon  the  mind  of  him  that  missed  it. 
Similar  instances  in  other  branches  are  to  be  noticed.  *  *  There  should  be 
A  numfest  inUreai  in  the  schools  on  the  part  of  parents.  That  there  is  such  an 
interest,  in  some  cases,  we  are  happy  to  testify ;  but,  we  are  obliged  to  add, 
such  are  few.    *    *    * 

It  is  well  known,  that  most  children  will,  occasionally,  do  things  inconsistent 
with  the  good  order  of  the  school.  Such  conduct  must  be  decidedly  checked 
and  the  pupil  reproved  or  rebuked.  The  reproof  may  be  public  or  private,  ac- 
cording to  the  of^nce.  A  repetition  of  the  offence,  or  the  perpetration  of 
another,  must  be  met  by  a  sterner  rebuke.  If  offence  is  still  continued,  condign 
punisbmeut  must  follow,  or  the  authority  of  the  teacher  will  decline,  and  the 
school  be  ruined.  The  good  teacher  cannot  hesitate  what  to  do.  He  sustains 
nis  authority.  It  is  here  the  fond  parent  interferes ;  says  the  child  did  not 
^nean  any  hurt ;  it  was  done  without  any  dislike  to  the  school,  and  was  not  in- 
tended as  any  disrespect  towards  the  teacher.  The  parent  here  concludes  that 
uie  teacher  was  wrong  in  administering,  and  the  child  right  in  being  dissatis- 
fied; and  in  complainmg  and  resisting  his  authority.  In  the  true  spirit  of  mob 
l&w,  the  parent  criminates  the  teacher  liefore  the  child,  before  the  district,  and 
endeavors  to  destroy  his  influence  and  break  up  the  school.  Does  not  the  in- 
telligent parent  know,  that  the  infringement  of  law  and-order  must  be  decidedly 
met,  firom  whatever  source  it  may  spring,  and  by  whatever  motive  it  may  be 
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prompted  ?  *  *  We  i^pwt  it»  law  and  order  moat  be  ■UftaiDedi'-'^-fiiait  be 
■iiaiaiiied  in  onr  aefaoola  aa  well  aa  in  our  civil  government.  Let,  then,  no  pa- 
tent take  tlio  iMMt  of  a  diaobedioBt  child.  If  the  teacher  ia  aaveroi  atUl  austain 
him,  and  let  your  child  know  you  suatain  him.  If  he  is  too  severe,  go  secretly 
and  oonault  with  him ;  he  may  satisfy  you  of  the  propriety  of  bis  coinve, 
or  may  reform;  and  it  is  far  better  for  him  to  finish  his  school  than  to 
have  another  lake  hia  place.  If  the  teacher  is  Incurably  defbctive,  there  is  a 
legal  remedy.  But,  in  no  wise,  take  the  part  of  disobedient  scholars.  It  will 
certainly  injttra  them.  It  waa  a  praettee  adopted  formerly,  by  many  parents,  to 
punish  that  child,  at  hooM,  who  had  received  punishment  at  school,  and  it 
certainly  had  no  email  influence  in  checking  rising  rebellion,  and  in  auataining 
the  authority  of  the  teacher,  and  the  predominance  of  law  and  order. 

Your  committee  would  suggest  the  importance  of  District  School  Libraries. 
The  Legislature  has  given  aufbority,  to  tne  several  towns  in  the  State,  to  raise 
and  expend  money  for  the  object,— a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  dollars,  the  first 
year,  and  ten  dollars  in  each  succeeding  year.  The  Board  of  Education  has 
encouraged  publishers,  in  Boston,  to  issue  some  hooka,  adapted  to  the  taste  and 
kaprovement  of  juvenile  readers,  bearing  the  general  title  of  the  Common 
School  Library.    »    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Caltis  BuTLxa^  Jobs  TxMru,  Sn. 


(t)  No.  of  Sebolan  of  all  afet  in  all  the  Scbool»— In  Summer,  S3&— In  Winter,  310. 

(3)  Average  altendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  172 — In  Winter,  9S4. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  27&— No.  of  persons  iuidflr4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  14— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  t8  mths.  tl  days.— In  Summer,  147— la  Winter,  14  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer—- M.  — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wmteiw—M.  2— F»  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  5^1 00— To  Females,  5^1  ^^' 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  g5  00^-Of  Females,  $5  08. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board^-Of  Males,  $16  00--Of  Females,  $6  63. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  Sn5. 

(11)  Amount  ef  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^124  dO. 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  .—Aggregate  of  menlhs  kept,     <— Af eiage  naoiber  of 
Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schoob,  and  Seboob  kept  lo  proloMgC^oiiMwa 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  2).- Average  No.  of  Scholars,  22.^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^40  60. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  i— Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — SpelUng^Wtbitei^s,  iSMuffi^g— Child's  Guide.  Intelligent  Reader,  Popolar 
Reader,  Porter's  Analysis,  Testament,  American  Reader,  General  Class  Book.  Grammar^ 
Pond's  Murray's  and  Smith's.  Otograpfu^^-Oitmy**,  Peter  Parley's.  Jriiluiuiia  ■  Colbuin's, 
Smith's,  Adams'.    M  ot/Mr«-^oodrich's  History,  Pailey'i  do. 

Sblkction  vaoM  Report.  *  *  There  are  many  defects  in  our  schoob. 
The  Bchoolhouaas,  in  all  cases,  have  not  been  kept  sufficiently  comfortable ; 
■or  havtt  the  parents  manifested  that  interest,  in  visiting  the  schools,  which 
could  be  desired.  But,  on  the  whole,  there  has  been  a  manifast  improvement. 

SCHOOL  COMAUTTE£.*-»Zabuia  Fuld,  Datio  Eabthait. 
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LE  YDEN  \  ^^^  Ptjpniflion,  666.    ValuatioQ,  f  114,850  00. 

'****(       Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 
(i)  No.  of  ScboUurs  Qf  all  ages  iii  4iU  tb«  School»f*-lB  Swraroer,  l^O^lu  Wioter,  9fiO. 

(3)  Average  aUend«Qce  in  Uie  S«faool8««-!a  Summer,  117— In  Winter,  167. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  an<jl  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  210.-rNo.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  aUend  School,   .•*»>No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  itttend  School,  40. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  35  mli)S.—In  Summer,  2&«»Iu  Winter,  1$. 

(6)  No.  of  Teat  hers  in  Sunymer-rpM.   --Ft  d.-»No.  pf  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4r-F.  1. 
(7^  Averagia  wages  paid  per  month  including  boarc^To  Mal«s,  jgSS  l!^«-To  Females,  |[10,  U. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month-^Of  M «les,  ^6  UQu-Of  Females,  $4t  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  aM>uth.exclusMre  of  board— Of  Males,  $11  It-^f  Females,  f^  46- 

(10)  Amovat  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  th(9  wqges  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  boaid  nnd  fuel,  if  any,  eontrihoted  for  Public  Schools,  j|S05. 

(It)  Now  W  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 
Scholars,     .— Aggre/^fate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  l.-«*Aggregai0  of  months  kept,  1^.— Average  No*  of  Sc.holars,  )0.— >Aggre» 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $1 60. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fttnds,  $  <-«-Incom#  firom  same,  $       , 

Books  used.— S|p«tfmr— Webster's,  North  American.  i{tfa«b'i^>— Popular  Reader.  National 
Reader,  American  First  Class  Book,  General  Class  Book,  Improved  Reader,  Cbild^s  Guide, 
Worcester's  Primer,  Franklin  Primer.  Grammar — Murray's,  Smilh'if.  G'tfOjfrapftv— Malte- 
Bran's,  OIney's,  Parley's.  Arithmetic^Kd»ms\  Colbum's,  Emerson's,  Smith's.  All  oUi^r^-^ 
Blake's  Philosophy,  Colburn's  Algebra. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  As  it  respects  the  general  condition  of  the 
several  schools  in  town,  we  think  we  may  safely  say,  it  never  was  better.  *  *  * 

Several  of  the  higher  branches  have  lately  been  introduced  into  several  of 
the  schools,  which,  if  not  pursued  to  the  exclusion  of  the  more  fundamental 
prlDciples,  speak  well  ibr  the  future  prospect  of  the  schools ;.  but,  of  this,  we 
feur  there  nriay  be  some  dapger ;  for,  in  our  humble  opinions,  to  neglect  the 
primary  studies,  and  pursue  the  higher  branches,  would  be  equally  as  wise,  as 
to  think  of  building  a  superstructure,  by  commencing  at  the  top.    *    •    • 

We  cannot  refrain  from  noticing  one  evil,  that  lies  wholly  with  the  districts, 
and  that  is,  their  remissness  in  furnishing  wood  for. the  school.  This  is  par- 
ticularly true  of  the  centre  district  Several  days  have  been  lost  to  the  school, 
the  past  term,  for  the  want  of  Aiel.  Poor  encouragement  this,  for  the  teacher ; 
to  visit  his  school-room,  morning  after  morning,  and  find  neither  fire,  wood, 
nor  scholar.  For  the  drone,  who  shuts  himself  up  there,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  to  four  in  the  afternoon,  barely  to  pass  his  time  and  get  his  wages^ 
Buch  a  course  would  answer,  and,  to  him,  would  probably  be  highly  satisfac- 
tory ;  but,  to  the  active,  interested  teacher,  thus  to  be  frozen  out  of  his  school, 
both  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  the  cold  indifierence  of  his  em- 
ployers, it  must  be  mortifying  to  him,  and  highly  detrimental  to  the  school.  *  *  * 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say,  if  you  wish  to  see  our  Common  Schools  placed 
upon  the  standing  they  ought  to  have,  you  must  bestow  upon  them  your  foster- 
ing care,  and  extend  toward  them  a  liberal  hand.  Let  your  children  be  sup- 
plied with  suitable  books,  your  schoolhouses  made  comfortable,  and  manifest 
a  laudable  zeal,  on  your  part,  for  the  welfare  of  the  school,  and  you  wilt  soon 
■ee  them  attaining  that  eminence,  that  they  bo  justly  deserve,  in  our  boasted 
land  of  liberty  and  equal  rights.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTGE^-JoHfr  Mowrkt>  Sd-^  David  Merrt. 
86 
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'MCkNTAC^Tl'P  c(l)  Population,  1,260.    Valuation,  ^l^*'^^* 

'     *       '      *       X        Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  agvs  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  27(>— In  Winter,  908. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  2l5^In  Winte^,  265. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  354. — No.  of  persons  nader  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  5.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  17. 

(5)  Aggregate  len§^th  of  the  Schools,  70  mths.  14  days.-^In  Summer,  37  14— In  Winter,  33. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5 — F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including^  board— To  Males,  ^20  80— To  Females,  %\%  55. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^  60.— Of  Females,  ^6  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $13  20— Of  Females,  %b  99. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including^  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^442  50. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^00. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .— 'Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolongs  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  monib9  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  95.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  %^. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  52,48000. — ^Income  from  same,  %\^  80. 

Books  used.— ffpeZ/ifi^i^-Webster's  and  Sears'.  i2«a£?tiiff— Franklin  Primer,  Improved  and 
Popular  Readers,  American  First  Class  Book,  Porter's  Analysis,  Testament.  Urammar^^ 
Smith's.  Geograpliy~~0\uey*%  and  Malle-Brun's.  Arithmetic — Adams'  New,  Colburn's  and 
Peter  Parley's.    AuoUiert — Coffin's  Book-keeping,  Goodrich's  History,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 

Remark^ — Three  districts  are  connected  with  districts  in  other  towns ;— re- 
specting these  the  returns  are  incomplete. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  support  and  difiusion  of  education 
are  among  the  highest  and  noblest  objects  of  human  exertion.  To  American 
citizens,  they  are,  especially,  of  paramount  importance ;  as  the  continuance  and 
prosfierity  of  republican  governments  are  mainly  dependant  upon  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  the  people.  This  is,  indeed,  the  only  sure  guar- 
anty for  the  preservation  oi'free  nistittitions ;  as  no  system  of  government, 
based,  like  ours,  upon  popular  opinion,  can  long  continue  unimpaired,  unless 
every  citizen  is  taught  the  value  of  his  rights,  and  the  duties  he  owes  to  him- 
self, his  country  and  his  God.  *  *  To  the  Common  Schools,  does  the  land  of 
the  Pilgrims  owe  many  of  its  richest  and  most  valued  blessings,  and,  to  their 
continuance  and  healthy  action,  must  our  honored  and  beloved  country  look 
for  its  future  safety  and  protection,  against  intestine  feuds  and  foreign  oppres- 
sion. Without  depreciating  the  utility  of  those  higher  seminaries  of  learn- 
ing, for  which  our  country  is  so  justly  esteemed  and  honored,  yet  it  may  justly 
be  assumed  as  truth,  that,  in  the  formation  of  national  character  and  the  gen- 
eral diffusion  of  education,  their  influence  is  far  inferior  to  the  Common 
School.    •    •    * 

•  •  It  is  a  very  correct  remark,  (though  too  often  forgotten,)  and  to  which 
all  experience  will  add  confirmation,  that  children,  well  governed  at  home,  are, 
generally,  easily  managed  when  in  school.    «    •    • 

In  Millet's  Kiver  District,  there  was  no  school  during  the  summer,  neither  is 
there  this  winter,  of  which  your  committee  have  had  any  notice.  There  is  said 
to  have  been  a  school  some  part  of  the  winter,  but  no  teacher  has  l^een  before 
the  committee  for  approbation,  and  they  have  not,  therefore,  visited  it, — not 
deeming  it  their  dut^,  until  they  were  legally  notified  of  its  existence.  Such  a 
course  is  in  direct  violation  of  law,  and  deprives  the  teacher  of  any  legal  claim 
lo  compensation.    •    •    • 

From  this  imperfect  sketch  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  schools  of  this  town  are 
lar  from  what  is  desirable,  though  they  are  evidently  improving.  An  increasing 
interest  in  the  subject  is  manifest! v  awakened,  and  there  is  a  cheering  earnest 
of  future  good.    I'here  is,  certainly,  no  reason  why  the  schools  of  this  town 
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may  not  rank  among  the  first  in  the  State.  ,  There  is  material  enough, — scholars 
of  good  minds,  ready  of  apprehension,  and  eager  for  improvement.  All  that  is 
needed,  is,  continued  assistance  and  encouragemetit ;  and  is  there  a  pareiU,  or 
even  an  intelligent  citizen,  of  the  place,  who  will  hesitate  to  make  every  effort 
in  his  power  for  so  desirable  an  object  ?  It  is  a  wise  and  just  provision  of  our 
laws,  that  the  weallh  of  the  State  shall  contribute  to  the  promotion  of  education ; 
and  low  and  grovelling  must  be  the  mind,  who  would  wish  or  desire  its  repeal. 
Were  the  rich  to  consult  simply  their  own  interests,  they  would  not  desire  it ; 
for,  in  proportion  as  the  whole  people  are  well  educated,  their  rights  are  best 
protected,  property  secured  and  enhanced  in  value,  and  general  peace  and 
security  will  be  the  ultimate  result.  But  to  parents,  this  subject  is  of  greatest 
interest,  for  a  good  education  is  the  best  legacy  that  can  be  bequeathed  to  the 
youth  of  America.  Wealth  and  honors  are  valuable  and  desiral)]e  as  auxiliary, 
or  secondary  blessings;  but,  compared  to  an  intelligent  and  well  cultivated 
mind,  they  are  but  as  leathers  in  the  balance. 

The  first  requisite  for  good  schools  is  a  competent  board  of  supervisors;  men 
amply  qualified,  themselves,  to  instruct  in  all  the  branches  usually  taught  in  the 
schools,  and  thus  enabled  to  select  those  for  teachers  possessing  the  requisite 
literaiy  attainments.  They  should  also  be  independent  in  feeling,  and  do  their 
duty  JearleaMy,  rejecting  the  ignorant,  though  surrounded  with  friends,  and  ap- 
probating and  encouraging  the  deserving,  though  humble  and  alone ; — compe- 
tent, also,  to  select  and  recommend  those  books  best  adapted  to  the  age  and 
progress  of  the  scholars,  to  aid  the  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  performance  of 
their  respective  duties. 

Another  very  important  requisite  and  which  is  too  much  overlooked,  is 
pleasant  and  healthfully  located  sehooUiouses,  *  '  *  Many  of  the  buildings,  de- 
signed for  youthful  instruction,  are,  more  properly,  nurseries  of  disease  and 
distortion.  Seats  are  better  fitted  for  the  punishment  of  felons,  than  the  com- 
fort of  children;  while  the  foul  air  generated,  by  being  long  and  repeatedly  in- 
haled, produces  languor,  lassitude  and  headache,  and  often  originates  disease 
that  continues  through  life.  Those  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to»  be  confined, 
for  even  an  hour,  in  some  of  the  schoolhouses  in  this  town,  will  readily  yield 
assent  to  the  truth  of  these  remarks. 

In  addition,  there  should  be  well  qualified  and  faithful  teachers,  fond  of  the 
employment  for  its  own  sake,  rather  than  the  compensation  allowed ;  patient, 
even  to  a  fiiult,  of  the  errors  and  unavoidable  mistakes  of  children ;  though 
''strict  to  mark  iniquity,"  and  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty. 

If  to  these  is  joined  a  regular  attendance  of  scholars,  well  supplied  with 
books  and  encouraged  by  an  apparent  interest  of  parents  and  guardians,  the 
Common  Schools  of  our  land  will  soon  assume  that  elevated  station  they  so 
well  deserve  to  attain.    •    ♦    • 

Prudential  committees  should,  if  possible,  engage  their  teachers  sonie  time 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  school,  and  insist  on  an  immediate  ex- 
amination. Such  a  course  would  render  the  committee  better  able  to  do 
justice,  and,  if  one  was  rejected,  time  would  be  given  to  supply  the  place. 

Your  committee  would  also  take  the  liberty  of  advising,  that  female  teachers 
be  more  generally  employed ;  fully  believing  they  are,  in  general,  much  better 
qiialiHed  than  most  of  the  young  men,  who  only  take  up  teaching  to  pass  the 
winter,  when  they  have  nothing  else  to  occupy  their  time.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— C.  Lkffingwell,  D.  Bradford. 


ATT^  Vir   ^AT  J?J[4^  5  (M  Population,  1,255.    Valaalion,  5«76,57400. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^ln  Summer,  355~In  Winter,  400. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  234 — In  Winter,  254. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  360.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  33.^~No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  74. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  59  mths.  21  days— la  Summer,  34  7— la  Winter,  25  14, 
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(6)  No.  of  tMdwn  In  fkmmBf^U.  ^F.  ll>--No.  of  tM«lien  In  Wimw-^M.  e->^.  1. 

(7)  Average  wrages  paid  per  month,  ineludiag^  boud-^To  Males,  gfH  2l^TV>  FeMAlto,  f  IS  69. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montb— Of  Males,  fS  (Xy-^Of  Females,  f6  OO. 

(U)  Average  wages  per  monlb,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\6  St— Of  F^malos,  f 6  63. 

(10)  Amount  of  mouey  raistid  by  laxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  6f 

Teachers,  board  and  luel,  «f  800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  Aid,  if  any»  eoniribated  for  Public  Schools,  $19S. 

(IS)  Now  of  ineorporaied  Aendemies,  l.^^Aggregaia  of  flMmths  kepi,  10.— 'Averago  nttmber  ai 

Seholara,  9l>^Aggregain  paid  for  tuition,  ffiOO. 
{IS)  Fin.  of  onratorporated  Academiai,  Private  Schodi,  and  Sbhbols  k^t  to  pMlongOMifiMi 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .^Avetage  No.  of  Bebolars,      >^Aggri^ 

gate  paid  for  tuiiion,  g 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—^Income  from  same,  $ 

Booxs  USED— 5^p«//t}tg>— Franklin  Primer  and  New  National  Sbetlilig  Hbbk.  J^dtftng— 
Improved  Reader,  General  Class  lioAk  and  American  First  Class  Book  (Oframmat*^Pmid'» 
Murray's  and  Sotitb's.  G^eogvt^y— Peter  Parle^'-s  and  OIney's.  Arkhwutie'**A'dam»M\  £n»> 
arson's  and  dmlihs.  Aii olA«r»— Porter's  Analysis^  Hisiorv  of  the  U.  S.,  New  Testainenti 
Colbum't  Algebra,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Asuronomy^  Book-keeping,  Watu  on  the  Mind. 

JRemarx. — <'  Several  schools  are  prolonged  by  the  cotttributkMi  of  board  uiA 
fuel." 

SsLECTiozrs  FBOM  Rkpoet.  *  *  We  are  happy  to  re|)ort,  that  the  schools, 
generally,  appear  on  lietter  standing,  than  tliey  were  the  preceding  year.  *  *  * 

The  great  tailure,  in  this,  as  in  most  other  districts  in  town,  is  attributable, 
not  so  much  to  teachers  or  scholars,  as  to  parents  and  gtiardians,  who  have  net 
nnanitested  a  suitable  interest  in  the  schools,  either  by  visiting  them  personally, 
or  sending  their  children  and  wards  regulaily  and  punctunlly.  This  reiniurk 
a|;i>lies  to  every  school  in  town,  though  to  some  more  fully  than  to  others. 

JDistrict  No  2  has  a  school  house  in  pretty  good  condition,  and  contains  thir- 
teen scholars,  between  lour  and  sixteen  years  of  age.    *    *   * 

It  is  worthy  the  serious  consideration  of  the  town,  whether  schools  so  small 
are  not  worse  than  bad  economy  of  the  money  ap)u*opriated  to  education. 
There  can  be  nothing  to  excite  the  ambition  of  the  teacher,  or  the  emulation  of 
the  scholar. 

District  Na  3.  *  *  To  huddle  forty  or  fiity  children  into  such  an  ill-con- 
ditioned hovel,  wheve  their  situation  is  not  only  unpleasant  but  painful,  where 
the  air  soon  becomes  stupifying  and  unwholesome,  and  their  health  is  immi- 
nently endangered,  is  no  small  offence  against  the  laws  of  humanity ;  and  it  is 
equally  opposed  to  economy.  In  so  large  a  school,  enough  would  be  gained, 
in  the  comfort  and  improvement  of  the  scholars,  in  a  very  short  period,  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  erecting  a  commodious  and  elegant  house ;  to  say  nothing 
of  the  honor  and  ornament  it  would  add  to  the  district  and  the  town. 

District  No.  4  has  a  schoolhoiise,  tolerably  comfortable  and  convenient.  *  *  * 

District  No.  8  has  a  comfortable  and  convenient  schoulhouse  in  good  re- 
pair.   •    *    • 

From  these  two  districts,  destitute,  or  worse  than  destitute,  of  a  schoolhouse 
it  is  pleasant  to  turn  to  District  No.  11,  which  has  a  spacious  and  convenient 
schoolhouse  in  good  rejiair.    *    *    * 

As  we  are  required  to  state  such  facts  and  suggestions,  as  may  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  education,  we  would  here  suggest,  to  the  several  districts,  the 
vast  importance  of  selecting,  for  their  firudential  committees,  persons,  who  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  Common  School  education,  and  who  know  their  duty,  and 
will  iuithfully  attend  to  it  And  we  would  recommend,  to  such  committees,  to 
give  their  early  and  diligent  attention  to  secure  the  services  of  well  qualified, 
experienced  and  approved  teachers,  regarding  more  the  quaiificutioii  than  the 
price ;  and,  if  it  be  practicahle,  we  think  it  desirable,  to  employ  those,  who,  in 
addition  to  the  branches  required  by  law,  are  able  to  teach  in  vocal  music. 
This,  in  some  places,  has  been  introduced  into  Common  Schools,  with  very 
good  success ;  not  so  much  as  a  distinct  branch  of  study,  as  a  source  of  recrea- 
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Separtit^  Itom  It*  Mhaelity  «6  Mm  hn  teiMy  tMtto  fot  ¥rhtt  tiikf  be  li  «btty6«  «f 
much  eiij6^iD«tat,  itt  an  Ihb  itftet  pieriods  of  liib,  ^ivte  beKlBfi^  ills  iiitbUcfelluiil  feUCifd 
tnorki  ifailueoe^  muift  bb  highly  bei^fitiaL  Add,  liietievin^  it  Wimid  Nitti^r 
«e«t9lei^to  UiaH  tetatti  ph)^flB  itt  bthe^  braniditos,  #6  ilibuJd  ^i^  to  sM  it 
introduced  ibtb  aJl  bUi^M^bolB.    •    *    • 

Our  Public  Sc^obls  ai^  bf  ilKSldelttTable  iiii|ioirtan«i^,  abd  dbUtttnd  th^  actS^ 
tod  d^p  ibter6M  of  aH,  Whb  hby»e  M  the  bebt  interest  bf  eotbing  jgreltenitfOM. 
Ktioi^n|r,  that  tb^  meaDjE^  fbminied  at  Hmse  tefaoola,  bbly  lay  the  footodMion, 
and  ttivc  thie  6&bacity,  for  faithbi-  ibiprovementa,  it  is  imiportfeint  tfa^at  et^iry  ftcility 
«h6uld  1)0  provided.  Wfe,  tbetbibre,  re'commdnd,  tb  you^  seTidtis  conaid^hitioii, 
what  we  auggested  in  our  last  report,  relative  to  suitable  apparatus  for  the  sev- 
isrtil  sclibob  abd  district  libraribd  ^  th'td  ibtlner  to  elucidate  ttianybf  thd  bmttehes 
pursued  in  our  Oohittion  Schools,  and  the  latter  tb  exdte  a  tbiiti^  ftt  reading, 
and  A  thirst  !fbr  knowledge,  latid  thtis  lay  the  foundatibn  of  more  elt^nsive  use- 
fulneta,  and  higher  eigbymetttbth^  succeeding  periods  of  liib.    •    «    * 

SCHOOL  COBtHfrn:E.->At»Hitob  HARDiir«,LirTHka  Ht^'r,  Nath*l  FattttAM^ Jft. 

NORTtiPIELD,  .  .  {''^sri'rfiSJhitu.'**"*'^'*' 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of.all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Summer,  445— In  Winter,  6^. 

(3)  Averago  aiieBdance  io  the  Schools— In  Summer,  906— la  Winter,  392. 

{4^  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town-,  £06.— No.  t>f  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  aUend  School,  31.— No.  over  16  yeani  <i>f  age  who  attend  School,  €5. 
<S)  AggretTBt^  l^g^  of  ^lie  Schools,  78  mihs.  14  days.— In  Summer,  43— In  Wttolier,  35  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   —P.  14.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winteir— M.  5— F.  9. 

(7)  A  verage  wages  paid  per  month,  including  boaid — ^To  Males,  j^24  85 — ^To  Females,  $\\  4^. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $1 05 — Of  Females,  %b  27. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^17  SO-^-Of  Females,  j6  19. 

(10)  Ansount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

T^acherS)  board  and  fael,  ^^800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  PuMie  Schools,  ;^75. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.— Average  aumbel'  of 

Scholars,  25. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  {300. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  5. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  78.— Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^57. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  |[600  OQ.— Income  from  same,  ^24  00. 

Books  used  — Spelling — ^Emerson's.  Reading — Worcester's  Primer,  Barbauld's  Easy  Les- 
sons, Emerson's  Third  Class  Reader,  Improved  Reader,  General  Class  Book,  American  First 
Class  Book,  Popular  Reader,  Franklin  Primer,  National  Reader.  Grammar— Smith's,  Grern- 
leaf'i.  (TeogTup/iy— Allen's  Elemeut^iry,  Parley's,  Malta- Hrun's.  y4ri</ime<ic-*Emerson's, 
Parts  1,  2  and  3,  Adams'.  All  o(/Mrs^--Cxoodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Parley's  History, 
Pari  1,  Colburn's  Algebra. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Tour  committee  cheerfully  present  the 
following  report  and  augf^estiona  to  your  consideration.  It  is  a  good  thing  thus 
to  brinff  up,  hefore  public  attention,  the  condition  of  those  institutions,  on 
m^hich  the  welfare  of  our  republic  so  much  depends,  and  in  which  the  first 
framers  of  our  Constitution  felt  the  deef^est,  well  founded  interest.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  draw  attention  to  these  schools,  to  have  their  evils  removed,  and 
to  have  a  deeper  interest  in  them  awakened.    *    ^    * 

We  think  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  reading  and  spelling,  during  the 
past  year,  which  is  witnessed  in  some  schools,  bv  a  great  improvement  in  these 
exercises.  If  any  one  branch  may  be  mentioned  as  more  generally  deficient,  it 
18  that  of  writing.    *    *    • 
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In  regard  to  the  general  deficiency  in  writinj^,  several  causes  have  united  to 
produce  it.  Many  of  the  children  are  supphed  with  very  poor,  paper,  more 
with  bad  init  and  pens,  so  that  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility,  that  they  should 
learn  to  write  a  clear  legible  copy.  Again,  there  is  an  art  in  writing,  and  a  cer- 
tain skill  requisite  to  teach  that  art,  as  are  manifested  in  the  rapid  improvement 
made  by  those,  who  attend  to  instruction  in  penmanship  by  professed  teach- 
ers ;  an  art  which  is  not  found  in  teachers  generally.  Beside  these  causes, 
should  be  mentioned  the  short  time  which  has  been  generally  devoted  to  the 
exercise ;  and,  also,  the  want  of  suitable  forms,  seats  and  desks,  in  several  of 
the  schools.  In  somfe  schools,  the  desks  are  loose ;  in  some,  too  high ;  in  oth- 
ers, too  low;  and,  in  some,  the  seats  are  much  too  iiur  from  the  ibrms  or 
desks.    •    •    • 

Your  committee  would  draw  the  attention  of  parents  and  guardians  to  the 
want  of  pundualiiy  and  regviariiy  in  the  attendance  of  scholars.  *  *  Afler 
every  allowance  for  bad  weather,  sickness,  distance,  &c.,  is  not  the  attendance 
too  irreffular  ?  Is  not  the  iiiult  one  more  of  indifference  and  habit  than  of  ne- 
cessity r  As  far  as  our  observation  has  extended,  we  have  found  those  chil- 
dren most  regular  and  punctual,  whose  parents  and  guardians  have  manifested 
the  most  interest  in  tlie  general  subject  of  education ;  and,  especially,  in  the 
moral  and  intellectual  weuiuv  of  those  committed,  in  the  providence  of  God,  to 
their  care.    *    •    • 

The  virtues  and  benefits  of  punctuality  are  thus  happily  summed  up.  <<  Punc- 
tuality subserves  peace  and  eood  temper ;  gains  time ;  it  is  like  packing  things 
in  a  box ;  a  good  packer  will  get  in  half  as  much  again  as  a  bad  one ;  it  pro- 
duces calmness  of  mind,  and  prevents  disorder ;  it  gives  weight  to  character ; 
it  generates  punctuality ;  for,  like  other  virtues,  it  propagates  itself?*  A  char- 
acter for  punctuality  is  to  be  gradually  formed,  like  any  other  character ;  child- 
hood is  the  time  to  lay  the  foundation  of  such  a  character  and  its  virtues 

Irngukarihf  of  attendance  has  its  evils.  1st.  The  scholar  is  kept  back  in  his 
class.  If  he  attends  one  day,  and  is  absent  the  next,  then,  during  his  absence, 
his  classmates  have  advanced.  And,  if  he  is  absent  several  days,  then  he  falls 
80  far  into  the  rear,  that  he  cannot  make  up  the  loss,  as  in  the  case  of  one  day's 
absence.  2.'  Being  behind  his  classmates,  he  loses  his  interest,  both  in  the  class 
and  its  studies.  3.  His  want  of  interest  leads  to  idleness,  and  idleness  to  pun- 
ishment and  disgrace ;  and  these,  sometimes,  to  ill-will  and  discord  in  a  dis- 
trict 4.  A  child,  absent  one  half^  one  third,  or  one  fourth  of  the  time,  loses 
his  interest  in  the  whole  school ;  contrives  excuses  for  absence ;  or  is  absent 
without  leave,  and  neglects  his  privileges.  At  the  close  of  the  school,  how  can 
such  a  scholar  be  prepared  for  examination  ?  how  can  he  help  making  a  poor 
appearance,  feeling  discouraged,  putting  to  shame  a  parent  or  friend,  who  may 
be  present  ?    •    •    • 

A  teacher,  who  has  any  regard  to  his  reputation,  must  feel  some  discourage- 
ment If  any  one  thinks,  that  dollars  and  cents  are  more  valuable  and  impor- 
tant than  punctuality  and  regularity  with  all  their  virtues,  then  let  him  com- 
pute the  profit  and  loss  in  one  district,  where  two  tliirds  of  the  scholars  only 
were  benefited  ;  one  third  being  absent  every  day ;  where,  out  of  sixty  schol- 
ars, there  were  twenty  absent,  on  an  average,  every  day.  Your  committee 
have  universally  observed,  that  those  schools  make  the  most  improvement, 
show  the  greatest  zeal  among  scholars,  are  the  most  ])leasant  to  visit,  where 
ptmduality  and  regtdaniy  prevail.  With  these  facts  and  observations,  your  com- 
mittee feel  called  to  urge  upon  parents  and  guardians  more  attention  to  the 
puctual  and  regular  attendance  of  those  under  their  care.  Its  benefits  will  be 
witnessed  in  each  district,  and  in  the  whole  town.  Then  may  we  ho|)e  to  see 
more  promptness  and  punctuality  among  our  people.  Then  may  the  common 
saying  be  done  away,  that  eleven  o'clock  means  twelve,  or  six  means  seven 
o'clock.  **  Appointments  are  debts.  I  owe  punctuality  if  1  have  made  an 
appointment,  and  have  no  right  to  throw  away  another's  time,  iff  do  my  own." 
Such  was  the  principle  of  the  father  of  our  country,  the  immortal  Washing- 
ton.   *    •    • 

What  can  a  teacher  do,  in  six  hours,  with  sixty  scholars,  of  all  ages,  from 
under  four,  up  to  eighteen  years  and  over  ?  These  two  schools  would  proba- 
bly have  profited  much  more,  had  they  been  divided,  and  the  younger  children 
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committed  to  the  care  of  iemaJe  teachers.  Though  the  school  would  have 
been  shorter,  more  might  have  been  effected,  it  is  not  the  largest  farm,  which 
yields  the  most  produce ;  but  the  well  cultivated    •    •    • 

The  committee  would  suggest  to  the  town,  the  expediency  of  contiguous  dis- 
tricts uniting  together  for  the  support  of  a  union  school  for  the  larger  and 
more  advanced  scholars.  Instead  of  several  contiguous  districts,  employing 
each  ft  male  teacher,  let  them  unite  in  supporting  one  school  ibr  a  male  teacher, 
to  which  all  children,  after  a  certain  affe,  may  attend ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
each  district  will  have  a  female  teacher  for  the  younger  children.  By  this 
arrangement,  in  some  towns,  schools  have  been  lengthened,  beside  the  advan- 
tages of  a  separation  of  the  large  from  the  small  children.    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Olivkr  C.  Everett,  Phiheas  Alleh. 


ORANCP  ( (1)  Population.  1,543.    Valaation,  5197>S89  00. 

"'•^'        ....        J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  401— In  Winter,  SOi, 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  298— In  Winter,  409. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  432— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  45.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  79. 

(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.  SI  days. — ^In  Summer,  24 — In  Winter,  24  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  jfSl  18 — To  Females,  $\0  56. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  l^b  92 — Of  Females,  S^'^^' 

(9)  Average  wages  per  months  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $ib  25 — Of  Females,  %5  85. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  jlhe  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^8. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—-Average  No.  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  2.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  52.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  530  00. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling'— l\ox\\i  American  and  Lee's.  Reading — First  Class  Book,  Popular 
Reader,  National  Header,  Iiilroduclion.  Grammar — Pond's  Murray's  and  Smith's.  Geosra- 
;>Ay— OIney's,  Peter  Parley's  and  Smith's.  All  oUiers — Walker's  Dictionary,  Blake's  Phlloso- 
pby,  Goodrich's  History. 

Selectioit  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
present  mode  of  distributing  the  school  money  does  not  give  the  scholars,  in  all 
parts  of  the  town,  an  equal  privilege ;— and.  to  remedy  the  inequality,  we 
recommend,  that  some  part  of  the  money  he  divided  on  the  district,  as  it  costs 
nearly  the  same,  to  furnish  fuel  and  hoard  for  a  school  of  twenty  scholars,  as 
for  eighty.  We  also  recommend,  that  schools,  which  have  less  than  twenty- 
five  scholars,  employ  female  teachers ;  and  that  schools  which  have  over  filly 
scholars,  either  employ  a  female  assistant  in  the  winter,  or  place  the  large  and 
small  scholars  in  separate  rooms  and  under  separate  teachers.  The  latter  mode 
we  should  prefer. 

SCHOOL  COMMiTT££.— Hiram  Conamt,  Coward  Barton,  Zika  Goodbll. 


R  O  WW  \^^^  Population,  G83.    Valuation,  %  102,441  00. 

J^UWUm^ J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Scbooid— In  Summer,  183— In  Winter,  2U. 
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W  ATfiiigf^fttfs^WK)^  in  Vi^  a«)i%i|lt-Iii  mmfifb  14(Mi|  WmVHk  ^r. 
(4)  £fo.  qC  jmiswm  be4w9fvi  4  and  1$  yean  Qf  i^«  i»  l^  Itwn, 91^fmNo.  ^  peiMWi  uadoF'i 
years  of  a^  who  attend  School,  fi/«*«No.  ovea  16  years,  of  i^  wkA.  a|tead  Sckoo^  IQ. 
(A)  Aggngle  hengtii  of  the  Stoheoli,  49  nths.— Ib  Sunmiery  SI  M— In  Wiatep,  9^  M. 
(©)  No,  of  Teachers  ii^  Summer— M.   —P.  7. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter  *— M.  — P.  4. 
(7|  Avera^  wag;e8  paid  per  month  including;  board— To  Males,  jf^  QO— To  Pems^es,  5IO  43. 
(Q)  Ai^eiff^e  v^V^e  of  bo^4  per  nqonth— Qf  Males,  |6  00— Of  F^tnale?,,  jf^  43.. 
(I?)  Av^^ge  wa^  p^r  if^offfjn  exclufu^  9/*  b<wd— Q(  M«J<JA*  ^6  W-rrOC  F^mfiif^f  J^  «V 

(10)  4/m>UDl  of  inoi^  rai«<»4  by  ¥4fe9.  fm  tiw  a<JMNyKtOlf  ^h(»f4f#  WCiWdwff  ^y  Mp#.  WWA  ^ 

Teachers,  board  and  iael^  $900, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $\ft5, 

( IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .-—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      < — ^Average  N)9.  of 
SiMvOa       <— Accregate  paid  for  tuition^  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

QejbooW  l* — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  Si.—- Average  No.  of  Scholars,  32^ — Ag;gre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $S0, 

(14)  Amount  of  lio^al  ^unds^  j^.-4ncome  firom  wn^i  S\%». 

BuQKS  i;8£p^—£^)«//tf^— Webster's  Spelling  Book  and  Dictionarv.  JR«a</ti^$;^— Improved 
Reader,  General  Class  Book,  Popular  Reader,  National  deader  and  Introduction.  Grammar 
—Pond's  Murray's  and  Smith's  New.  G^eo^erap/i^^— Parley's  and  Olney's.  JtrifAiiMfie— Col- 
burn^l  and  Adams'  Improved..  AU  otA«r»-3*ariey'i  «nd  Qoodrieb'«  Histories*  Blake's  Chem.- 
istry,  Comstock's  Philosophy. 

Remark^ — ^By  a  vote  of  the  town,  the  iuterest  of  the  Surplus  Reveoue  is  ap- 
propriated to  schools,  in  addition  to  the  amount  voted  to  be  raised.  Amount 
of  Hurplus  Revenue,  $1,481  53.    Interest,  f  88  89. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  view  of  our  schools,  during  the  past 
year,  your  committee  are  happy  to  report,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  general 
condition  is  good,  and  procressive  in  what  pertains  to  their  elevation.    *    *    * 

There  is,  however,  one  milure,  which  continues  to  pervade  our  schools,  in 
general.  We  mean  in  the  de|Nirtment  of  penmanship.  This  failure  has  been 
more  conspicuous  in  the  winter  term  of  our  schools,  and  vour  committee  are 
satisfied,  it  is  owing  chiefly  to  two  things,  viz.  to  the  want  of  a  systematic  knowl- 
edp;e  of  penmanship,  in  most  of  our  teachers ;  and  to  the  too  little  attention 
paid  to  tnis  important  branch  of  education,  by  those  who  attempt  to  instruct. 
.  Your  committee  believe  this  part  of  education  can  be  pursued  in  our  Com- 
mon Schools  with  success,  if  teachers  would  regard  it  according  to  its  merits. 
We  tiiereibre  suggest  the  propriety  of  prudential  committees  inquiring  into  this 
Item  of  qualification,  at  the  time  of  hiring  their  teachers,  as  we  l^lieve  no 
district  would  sustain  the  general  committee  in  rejecting  a  candidate,  on  ac- 
count of  some  failure  in  this  part  of  the  examination,  if  found  well  qualified  in 
other  respects.  Your  committee  are  glad  to  find  that,  during  the  past  year, 
there  has  been  less  cause  than  formerly,  fi>r  the  complaint  of  bad  reading,  in 
the  higher  classes  of  our  schools,  or  reading  in  a  low  and  hurried  tone  of  voice. 
A  great  fault  this,  which  renders  the  reading  indistinct  and  painful ;  conse- 
qtiently,  very  disagreeable  to  the  hearer,  arul  injurious  to  the  reader.  Bull  room 
still  remains  for  improvement,  in  this  particular ;  a  hint^  we  hope,  which  will 
be  remembered  by  parents,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  much  at  home  to 
remedy  this  eviL    •    *    * 

Agam,  your  committee  have  observed,  with  disapprobation,  the  liberty  in- 
dulged by  some  of  our  teachers,  of  introducing  other  books  than  those  author- 
ized by  the  committee ;  whereby  books  have  l^en  unnecessarily  multiplied,  to 
the' no  little  expense  of  many  families,  and  the  injury  of  our  schools.  We  re- 
quest that  no  such  proposition  of  the  teacher  be  complied  with,  unless  found 
expedient  by  your  committee.  Generally  speaking,  our  schools  are  well  sup- 
plied with  books  of  the  description  our  regulations  approve. 
^  Your  committee  cannot  conclude  this  report,  without  recommending  to  the 
citizens  of  this  place,  the  objects  of  the  Bocard  ^EA^ctHon,    We  know  them  to 


SCHOOL  RETURNS.  289 

be  men  of  the  highest  literary  attainments ;  men  who,  by  profound  knowledge 
and  thorough  investigation,  are  every  way  qualified  to  judge  of  the  defects  and 
wants  of  our  present  system  of  education;  and  believe  they  have  at  heart,  the 
elevation  of  our  schools  to  the  high  standing  and  superior  benefits  they  are  ca'^ 
pable  of;  and  should  be  exalted.  The  Normal  School,  the  District.  School  Li- 
brary, the  County  School  Convention,  *  •  are  each  and  all,  parts  of  the 
same  good  means  of  improving  and  exalting  our  schools,  which  we  recommend^ 
to  your  notice  and  patronage,  with  our  best  wishes  for  their  success. 

It  is  truly  said,  that  ^this  is  an  age  of  educalion,  and  that  the  best  minds  are 
awake  to  its  momentous  importance."  Your  committee  hope  and  trust,  that 
this  portion  of  our  distinguished  Commonwealth  will  catch  and  imbibe  the  lib- 
eral and  generous  spirit  abroad ;  awaken  to  a  just  sense  of  their  reputation  and 
welfare,  in  contributing  liberally  to  the  support  of  our  Common  Schools,  and 
'*to  the  encouragement  of  all  who  are  laboring  for  the  promotion  of  an  object  so 
essential  to  the  purity  of  our  public  morals,  and  the  permanency  of  our  wise 
laws  and  good  institutions.'' 

SCHOOL  COMMfTTEE.— Wm.  L.  STSAKffs,  S.  H.  Ried. 
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SHP T  R  7TR  NP  \  ^^^  Population,  1,018.    Valuation,  ^206,910  40. 

'        '      '       C       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  alt  ages  in  all  (he  Schools — In  Summer,  245 — In  Winter,  321. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  200— >In  Winter,  242. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  310.-— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  66  mths. — In  Summer,  41— In  Winter,  25. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer—M.   — F.  I2.-»No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month^ including  board— To  Males,  ^19  87-«To  Females,  $^\7^, 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $Q  OO— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\^  87— Of  Females,  J6  86. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j^600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^500. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  l.-»Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11. — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  70.— Agg^gate  paid  for  tuition,  J[1,000. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoa 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  14. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  63.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^559  50.    ' 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  — Income  from  same,  5 

Books  used. — iSpe^ingw Sears',  Webster's.  Keae/mo-- Improved,  Intelligent,  Popular  and 
Young  Keaders,  General  Class  Book.  Crrammar*— Murray's,  Smith's,  Pond's.  Oeography'^ 
Malte-Bruirs.  Parley's,  Olney's,  Goodrich's.  Xri^meft'c^— Colburn's,  Smith's,  Adam^',  Emer- 
son's. All  ot/ter«— Parley's  and  Goodrich's  Histories,  Day's  Algebra,  Holbrook's  Geometry, 
Watts  on  the  Mind,  Coffin's  Book-keeping. 

Selections  from  Report.  FelloiO'Citizens :  The  law  of  this  Common- 
wealth requires  the  general  school  committee,  of  every  town,  to  prepare  and 
read  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  their  town,  annually,  in  town  meet- 
ing. We  readily  comply  with  the  requirement,  for  two  reasons,  viz.  first,  be- 
cause we  would  not  violate  any  law  of  the  land ;  secondly,  because  the  town 
ought  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  its  schools.    *    *    * 

1.  The  particulars  favorable  and  cottunendabU.  Accommodaiions  for  the  pupils. 
The  schoomouses,  in  general,  are  tolerably  convenient  and  comfortahle.  But 
the  plan  of  the  new  school  house,  in  the  south  district,  is  worthy  of  imitation, 
whenever  new  houses  shall  be  erected.  There,  desks  or  counters  are  provided 
for  almost  all  the  seats,  by  means  of  which,  the  scholars  can  sit  and  study  with 
more  ease.    The  desks  are  of  such  length,  also,  as  to  prevent  the  necessi^,  al- 
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most  entirely,  of  eebolara  paseing  by  each  other)  while  on  their  seats ;  and  the 
height  of  the  seats  is  kkuUy  adapted  to  the  length  of  the  scholar's  legs.  It  is 
Mlifying  to  know,  that  the  districts,  generally,  furnish  sufficient  and  suitable 
fuel.  Unless  this  be  done,  you  may  despair  of  much  benefit  from  your  tpifUer 
schools.  What  teacher  can  instruct,  and  what  child  can  learn,  in  a  school -room, 
where  the  breath  forms  icicles  on  the  hair,  and  the  blood  begins  to  stop  in  the 
feet  and  fingers?  In  general,  the  scholars  are  well  supplied  with  suitable 
books.  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions.  It  is  matter  ofturprue,  that  any 
parent  will  send  his  child  to  school  without  a  book.  Let  the  father,  who  would 
do  this,  first  go  to  his  woodpile  and  try  to  prepare  it  for  the  fire,  without  saw 
or  axe ; — ^let  him  go  to  his  meadow  and  try  to  prepare  his  grass  for  the  barn, 
without  scythe,  or  fork,  or  rake.  •  *  Your  committee  would  recommend 
to  their  successors  in  ofiSce,  to  avail  themselves  of  that  wise  provision  of  the 
law,  by  which,  if  any  parent  neglect  to  provide  books  for  the  children  he  sends 
to  school,  the  general  committee  may  provide  them,  and  the  expense  shall  be 
added  to  the  next  town  tax  assessed  against  such  parent. 

Govommttd  of  tht  schools.  Great  commendation  is  due  to  the  scholars  for 
their  oniorly  and  decorous  behavior  the  past  year.  No  serious  difiicukies  have 
arisen  from  this  source,  to  the  knowledge  of  your  committee.  Ready  subjection 
to  authority,  respect  and  esteem  for  the  teachers,  have  generally  prevailed  in 
both  the  summer  and  winter  schools.  Long  may  the  youth  of  Snelburne  avoid 
the  dishonor,  which  stains  the  reputation  of  so  many  youth  at  the  present  day, 
of  creating  a  rebellion  in  school ;  and  long  may  every  jNireiit  in  this  town  wisely 
refrain  from  blowing  the  embers  of  discontent  and  passion,  in  the  breast  of  his 
child,  into  a  raging,  furious  flame,  by  taking  sides  with  him  against  any  teacher, 
who  is  not  a  barbarian*    *    •    * 

2l  Somt  dtjtds  in  the  schools  denumdmg  attention.  The  winter  schools  have 
au^red  some  from  the  unfavorable  season.    *    *    * 

Teadusrs.  Sufficient  care  is  not  taken  to  employ  only  the  best  teachers. 
Among  the  instructers  of  our  schools,  a  vast  diflbrence  prevails.  Like  the 
prophet's  figs,  some  are  very  good  and  some  very  poor.  You  will  not  trust  your 
ousiness  in  the  hands  of  the  Qn<]^ualified  and  ignorant.  Your  property  is  too 
precious,  to  be  wasted  by  unsskilful  management.  And  will  you  commit  the 
care  of  immortal  fiumb, — ^your  own  offspring, — to  unskilful  managers  ?  Parsi- 
mony grumbles,  **  it  is  too  expensive  to  hire  the  best  teachers ;  we  can't  afiford 
it"  Coming  time  may  teach  the  solemn  lesson,  that  it  was  mart  expensive  to 
employ  cheap  teachers,  and  no  parent  ou^  to  afibrd  it  There  is  occasion  for 
hope,  that  tne  art  of  teaching  and  governing  schools  will  be  better  understood, 
and  more  successfully  practised,  amid  all  the  improvements  of  the  age.  Two 
Normal  Schools,  for  the  express  purpose  of  qualifving  Common  School  teach- 
ers, are  already  in  operation  in  our  Commonwealth.    *    *    * 

Studies.  Too  many  branches  are  pursued  at  the  same  time.  The  elemen- 
tary pprts  and  first  principles  are  passed  over  too  superficially,  and  are  too  much 
neglected.  There  is  too  much  haste  to  reach  the  higher  branches,  before  the 
pupil  is  prepared  for  them^  The  boy  is  anxious  to  study  arithmetic,  before  be 
can  spell  cipher.  The  girl  wbhes  to  enter  upon  grammar,  before  she  can  read 
a  sentence  without  blundering.  In  building  a  Muse,  it  is  wise  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation strong  and  thorough.  In  the  education  of  a  ckUd,  it  is  higher  wisdom  to 
make  him  a  master  of  the  rudiments,  before  he  advances  to  higher  departments. 
Far  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  important  branches  of  reading  and  spelling. 

The  coSperaiion  of  parents.  They  can  exert  a  powerful,  salutary  influence  in 
behalf  of  the  schools,  by  frequent  conversation  with  the  teacher,  and  with  their 
children  respecting  the  studies,  the  improvements  and  deficiencies,  that  appear 
in  the  school -room.  By  frequent  visitation  of  the  schools,  esi)ecially  at  the  ex- 
aminations, they  might  awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  the  scholar's  breast,  and 
stimulate  him  to  higher  effort.  Were  the  teachers  to  receive  a  weekly  visit 
from  one  or  more  of  the  district,  who  should  carefully  observe  the  operations  of 
the  school,  would  he  not  he  encouraged  to  greater  diligence  and  enbrt  ?  You 
oflen  visit  your  Jlock  and  herd  in  a  distant  pasture.  Is  your  ddld  of  less  value 
than  a  sheep  or  an  ox.^  Your  committee  would  fain  speak  with  a. voice,  that 
would  cuntiiiue  to  sound  in  every  parent's  ear,  through  summer's  heat  and  win- 
ter's cold,  visit  the  school!  visU  the  schooli!  visit  the  Mkool!!! 
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3.  Some  hints;  fw  the  improvemtnt  of  (he  sehools,  remain  to  be  w^gested.  The 
Hme  ofeommenemg  8(Jiool8.  That  the  teachers  for  the  season  may  be  examined 
at  one  time,  your  committee  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  all  the  winter 
schools  invariably  commence  on  the  Monday  next  after  the-piiblic  thanksgiv- 
ing; and  all  the  summer  schools  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  May.  This 
iniffht  often  save  the  committee  much  trouble,  and  the  teacher  some  perplexity, 
and  the  town  some  expense.  ' 

Review  of  studies.  The  memory  will  best  retain  what  most  frequently  comes 
before  the  mind.  A  frequent  repetition  of  the  lessons  acquired  will  impress 
them  more  deeply  on  the  tablet  of  the  memory.  Should  the  practice  be  adopted, 
in  the  several  schools,  of  reviewing,  on  every  F/idny,  all  that  has  been  learned 
during  the  school,  the  beneficial  results,  it  is  fully  believed,  would  soon  render 
the  practice  popular.    *    •    * 

Schools  eontcdning  Jiftv  scholars.  By  a  law,  passed  one  year  since,  it  is  re- 
quired, that  every  school,  containing,  on  an  average,  fifty  scholars,  shaU  be  sup- 
plied with  a  female  assistant,  unless  the  district,  or  town,  vote  to  dispense  with 
the  same.  Two  schools  in  town  have  been  taught,  the  winter  past,  that  con- 
tained fifty  scholars  each,  or  more,  and  had  no  assistant.  A  word  to  the  wise 
is  sufficient 

Tht  town  ought  to  he  weU  acquainted  with  the  school  Una.  The'  general  and  pru- 
dential committees,  the  teachers,  and  all  the  voters  in  every  district,  should  be 
well  informed  of  the  duties  which  this  law  imposes  upon  them.  It  is,  there- 
fore, suggested,  that  a  few  moments  might  be  proiitubiy  occupied  in  town 
meeting,  annually,  in  having  the  school  law  read. 

Money  raised  for  schools.  Your  committee  believe,  that  the  interests  of  the 
schools,  the  rising  condition  of  education  in  our  country,  and  the  consideration 
of  receiving  legislative  bounty,  *  *  call  for  a  larger,  rather  than  a  less,  ex- 
penditure of  money  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  education. 

In  conclusion,  we  congratulate  the  friends  of  Common  Schools,  that  the  coni- 
munity,  and  especially  our  Commonwealth,  are  feeling  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
cause,  and  are  doing  more  for  its  promotion,  than  formerly.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  GOMMITT££.^Thbophilu8  Packard,  Jr.,  Charles  M.  Duncak. 


SUNDERLAND,.      .       t(U  P»PuM«»  m    Val„a.i«»  «157.97817. 

,  J        Number  of  Pnbhc  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Sammer,  176~ln  Winter,  236. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  143^— In  Winter,  21 U 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  233. — No»  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  16. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29. 
(^)  'Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  39  mtbs.  21  days.— In  Summer,  22  21 — In  Winter,  17, 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winten— M.  2— F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  mouth  including  board— To  Males,  jp24  (X^To  Females,  ^12  71. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montli— Of  Males,  ^6  00— Of  Females,  $5  83. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^1^  00-^f  Females,  ^6  87. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j^600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $iSO. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,        .-^Average  No.  of  Scholars,     .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  jjl  . — Income  from  same,  $        , 

Books  U8KD.—£lp«//iitg— Cobb's.    I{ea(fti^;^-Te8laroent,  General   Class   Book,  Popular 
Reader,  Improved  Reader,  Child's  Guide,  Worcester's  Primer.    GraMmar— Smith'a.    Qtog^ 


292  FRANKLIN  COUNTY 


fwahy^ — Malto-Bmu^ii,  Brinsmade'ii^  01iiey*8,  Pb 

OMer«— Comslock's  Pbiludopby,  WaUs  on  ibe  M 


PBriev't.    ArUhwutic^Adam^,  Cotfnim's.    AU 

~  iua. 


Selectiohb  from  Report.  *  *  B expecting  schoolbouses,  your  commitr 
tee  beg  leave  to  aay,  that  the  Bcboolbousea  io  districu  No.  1  and  2,  are  very  ia- 
Gonvenieut,  uncoiutbrtable,  and  very  much  out  of  repair,  particularly  the  one 
ill  district  No.  2.  Tlie  liealtb  and  comfort  of  the  BcboJars,  and  the  beat  interest 
of  the  district,  require  that  tbia  bouse  should  be  immediately  re]Miired|  or  what 
would  be  better,  rebuilt  The  other  school  bouses  in  town,  generally  speaking, 
are  in  good  condition,  very  well  constructed,  and  adapted  to  the  comiSMrt  and 
accommodation  of  the  scholars.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  would  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  the  importance  of  selecting 
the  best  teachers,  notwithstanding  the  highest  wages  must  be  paid.  Two 
months  of  good  schooling  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  far  better  than 
three  or  moie,  of  an  indifleient  character.  More  pains  sitould  be  taken  by  the 
prudential  committees,  to  find  good  teachers.  They  should  commence  tlieir  in- 
quiries in  season,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  the  best  teachers  to  be  found.  *   *  * 

Another  thing  seems  to  be  necessary  to  the  improvement  pf  children  in 
school;  tbey  should  be  provided  with  the  necessary  books,  for  the  child  can  no 
more  make  progress  in  learning  without  books,  than  the  farmer  or  mechanic  can 
skilfully  or  succesbftilly  labor  without  tools.  A  regular  attendance  seems  also 
very  desirable.  Parents  should  see  that  their  children  are  at  school  every  day, 
if  possible,  and  not  only  so,  but  that  they  are  there  in  season.    *    •    * 

in  cloiiing  this  report,  your  committee  would  remark  that  it  belongs  to  us,  as 
individuals,  to  enter  heartily  ii^io  the  cause  of  education,  and  to  contribute  to 
its  advancement.  Let  us  put  forth  our  efforts,  to  raise  the  staudaid  of  educa- 
tion among  us,  that  our  children,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  may  grow  up  a 
generation,  enlightened,  virtuous,  and  happy.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Samusl  Duulap,  Elihu  Clark. 


WA  R  WTr^TC  \  ^^^  Population,  1,111.    Valuation,  $2SBj6(Kt  20. 

'         *      '       *         C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Suoimer,  264 — In  Winter,  343. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  199 — In  Winter,  256. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  towrn,  329.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34b— No.  over  16  years  of  ago  who  aUend  School,  44. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  44  mths.  14  days. — In  Summer,  21  14— In  Winter,  23« 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sommer— M.   — F.  9.— >Nok  of  Teachers  in  Winter^M.  6— -F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— >To  Males,  $W  60— To  Females,  ^10  05. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $6  26— Of  Females,  $*  19. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^14  38— Of  Females,  $5  84. 

(10)  Amount  of  mcmey  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  ududing  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  gGOO, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $5$, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .^—Average  No.  of 

Scholais,       .— -Aggregate  paid  for  tuition.  $ 

(18)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  5.— Average  No.  o(  Scholars,  46.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $S9. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  |fdOO  00.— Income  from  same,  ;^3000. 

Books  used. — 8pelling^-TiBiion»\  and  Introduction  to  National.  Readinf^Amenc^n  First 
Class  Book,  Popular  Reader,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  Young  Reader.  Ordmmar — 
Pond's  Murray'tt  and  Greanleaf's.  Cr<o^ap/i»— Malte-Brun's,Olney'ii,  Peter  Parley's.  Arith' 
ifMtic— Adams'  and  Colburn's.  AUoth&s — Blake's  Philosophy,  Chemistry  and  Astronomy, 
Parley's  Book  of  History,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S..  Wayland's  Moral  SeicDce,  Walk- 
er's Dictiooajry,  Worcester's  do. 
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SBLXCTrom  vmoM  Rxport.  *  *  Your  committee  are  gratified  in  stating, 
that  our  scfaoolft,  the  present  year,  have  made  good  proficiency,  generally  speak- 
ing; there  has  been  some  few  exceptions;  and  tiiose  exceptions  have  princi- 
pally been  owing  to  mismanagement  of  teachers.  Your  committee  are  of  the 
opinion,  that  every  teacher  that  has  a  good  education,  has  not  all  the  requisite 
qualifications  necessary  to  instruct  a  common  district  school.  It  requires  a 
readiness  to  communicate,  and  a  very  mild,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  skilful 
and  persevering  mode  of  government,  which  every  school  teacher  does  not 
possess.  It  is,  thereibre,  very  important  to  the  interest  of  our  schools,  that  the 
several  prudential  committees,  when  in  pursuit  of  a  teacher,  should  contract 
with  one,  that  can  look  him  sternly  in  the  face,  and,  at  the  same  time,  look 
pleasant    *    *    • 

We  are  sorry  to  sny,  that,  in  many  instances,  the  several  branches,  which  are 
taught  in  our  schools,  are  not  so  tlioroughly  investigated  as  they  ought  to  be ; 
and  that  scholars  are  allowed  to  pass  on,  or  are  pushed  on  to  the  higher 
branches,  before  they  have  become  masters  of  the  first  principles  of  the  lower. 
This  is  owing  to  a  defect  in  the  qualification  or  judgment  of  teachers.  Not 
unfrequently,  teachers  are  employed,  (because  they  are  cheap,)  who  are  not 
qualified  to  teach  or  to  govern  a  school ;  and  a  vast  amount  of  time  and  money 
is  expended  to  little  benefit,  and  sometimes,  we  fear,  worse  than  lost.    *    *    * 

The  great  failure,  which  is  a  common  one  in  all  our  schools,  is  reading  in  a 
low  and  indistinct  tone  of  voice,  and  in  so  hurried  a  manner,  that  a  person 
could  with  dificulty  understand  even  the  subject  A  habit  of  reading  in  this 
low,  incoherent  and  hurried  manner,  once  contracted,  is  most  difilicutt  to  over- 
come; and,  unless  overcome  in  youth,  destroys  all  chance  of  the  person  becom- 
ing a  good,  or  even  what  we  cull  a  decent  reader,  *  *  Your  committee  are 
of  the  opinion,  that  some  advantage  would  result  from  more  communication 
between  the  prudential  and  school  committees,  relative  to  the  particular  wants 
of  each  school,  and  the  engagement  of  teachers.    *    •    * 

In  a  word,  yonr  committee  will  say,  that  a  general  and  thorough  education 
of  the  rising  generation,  is  a  matter  of  vast  importance  in  a  government  like 
ours.  It  is  the  foundation  of  all  pure  democratic  princi|)les ;  and,  therefore,  all 
who  are  truly  democratic,  cannot  feel  too  much  engaged  in  its  cause.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  have  endeavored  to  discharge  their  dutv  in  visiting  schools. 
We  consider  it  of  great  importance,  although  many  may  thnik  it  of  but  little  or 
no  consequence.  It  stimulates  the  scholar  to  great  exertion;  he  sees  that 
others  take  an  interest  in  the  subject,  and  he  will,  therefore,  get  a  more  favora- 
ble impression  of  its  importance.    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEC^Lemuel  Wheelocx,  Preserved  Smith. 


WEND  'PIT  5  ^'  ^  Population,  847.    Valuation,  ^140,642  26. 

'        *       '       *       <       Nomber  of  Pablie  SehooU,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^In  Saaimer,  123— In  Winter,  224. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  85— in  Winter,  157. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  206. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 

(5)  Aggrei^ate  length  of  the  Schools,  37  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  10  21— In  Winter,  26  21. 

(6)  Nq.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.   — F.  9. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  %       —To  Females,  ^9  68. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montb-">Of  Males,  %      —Of  B^emales,  %^  78. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  ezelusiye  of  board— Of  Males,  %       —Of  Females,  %h  90. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  Including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  jfSOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^50. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholaii,     .-oAggcegaia  paid  for  tuition,  % 
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<13)  No.  of  oniiieorporatBd  Academief,  Private  Schools,  and  Sehoola  kaptUiproloii|rComiBon 
Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9«— Average  No.  of  Scholan,  15.— Aggro- 
gate  paid  for  tuition;  $95. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5"^  OO.^Income  from  same,  gil  34. 

Books  U8KD.—fi|petftf^gv— Sears'  and  Webster's.  RMuHng-^opnlw,  National  and  Improved 
Readers.  CTrflMMRor—Murrav's  and  Smith's.  CrMrn(i|xfcy--01ney's  and  Malte-Bron's^  Arith- 
flMfu>-Adams',  Smith's,  Colbum's.  AU  ol^rs^-^lake's  FhUosophy,  Parley's  1st  end  2d 
Books,  Goodrich's  History. 

No  RxpoBT  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Samukl  Hihsdalb,  Joseph  Nkkdbam,  Nathavixl  Wil- 
der, 2d.,  David  B.  Ceosbv. 


WfTA  TW  rv  J  <^)  Population,  1,140.    Valuation,  f206,858  64. 

rrxiil^^X^X,        .      •       .        J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  232— In  Winter,  330. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  191^In  Winter,  278. 

<4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  336.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  33. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  36  mths.  21  days  —In  Summer,  20  14— In  Wmter,  16  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   —P.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  fr— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $91  40— To  Females,  5^0  12. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  56  OO—Of  Females,  $6  33. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $15  40— Of  Females,  $^  79. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5650. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     —-Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4*— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  32. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $\5l. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — £(pe//ing'— Webster's  Elementary,  Hazen's  Speller  and  Defincr.  Reading — 
National  Reader  and  Introduction  to  do.,  Political  Class  Book,  Young  Reader,  Child's  First 
Book  Grammar— Smith's,  Adams'  and  Greenleaf's.  G«o^KipAy— Malte-Bron's,  OIney's 
and  fPeter  Parley's.  Arithmetic~Smiih^s,  Adams',  Colburn's,  Emerson's.  AH  otheri~~Walis 
on  the  Mind,  Porter's  Rhetorical,  Goodrich's  History,  Colbum's  and  Day's  Algebra. 

Remarks — ^The  value  of  hoard  is  estimated  only  with  regard  to  one  of  the 
^ve  male  teachers ;  and  the  amount  of  wa^^s,  wUk  board  and  without  if,  is  stated 
to  be  the  same,  io  regard  to  the  other  fbur.  Hence  it  is  presumed,  that  the 
value  of  board  is  not  included  in  the  column  of  *^  amount  of  wages  including 
bonrd ;"  it  has,  therefore,  been  added ;  and  even  with  this  addition,  the  average 
falls  considerably  below  that  of  last  year. 

Selection  from  Report.  *  *  In  examining  the  different  schools,  we 
have  found  a  very  noticeable  difference  in  the  gr^e  of  scholarship  between 
them.  With  the  expenditure  of  about  the  same  amount  of  money,  we  could 
point  to  on  i  district,  where  the  advantage  received  and  the  improvement  made, 
18  probably  twice  as  great  as  in  another  district.  This  we  regard  as  owing  to 
the  interest  taken  by  the  parents  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  the  conse- 
quently more  beneficial  expenditure  of  the  means  at  their  command.  We 
would  refer, 

2d.  To  the  choice  of  the  superintending  school  committee.  Probably  this 
town  has  scarce  an  office  in  its  gift,  of  more  importance  to  its  weU  being,  and 
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probobl}^  there  are  no  officens  who  meet  with  less  stipport  and  encouragement, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  official  diitiea  It  is  impossihle,  in  the  estimation  of 
your  committee,  that  your  schools  should  ever  attain  to  that  improvement  of 
which  they  are  susceptible,  until  more  importance  is  attached  to  the  office  of 
superintending  committee.  Six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  annually  and  judi- 
ciously expended  on  your  six  school  districts  and  your  396  children,  are  suffi- 
cient to  secure  vastly  greater  benefits  than  are  now  realized.  In  our  opinion, 
there  is  no  public  money  more  injudiciously  expended,  than  that  which  is  rais- 
ed for  the  support  of  district  schools.    We  would  recommend, 

dd.  Greater  attention  to  the  choice  and  appointment  of  properly  qualified 
persons,  to  sustain  the  office  of  district  committees.  There  are  in  almost  every 
district,  individuals  who  from  taste  and  education,  take  an  interest  in  the  cause 
of  Public  Schools.  And  yet  the  number  of  such  persons  in  any  district,  is 
never  larg^.  Such,  then,  are  the  individuals,  who  alone  are  oualified  for  the 
office  of  district  committee.  The  question,  whether  yx)ur  schools  shall  be  p/bs- 
perous,  is  to  be  determined  by  their  interest  and  discrimination.  Very  few  in- 
dividuals wiU  ofier  themselves  as  candidates  for  examination,  who  in  point  of 
scholarship  cannot  obtain  a  certificate.  And  yet  the  individual  thus  approba- 
ted, may  have  no  government,  no  tact,  and  no  reputation  as  a  well  qualified 
and  successful  teacher. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  —Job ir  Fergusov,  Arnold  Mortov. 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


AnAM^  S^^^ PopuIaiioB, 4^9L    Valoatioa, f 461,719 07. 

SJJAJYiaSy ^       Numbw  of  Public  Schoob,  17. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Summer,  805— In  Winter,  789. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Sunnmer,  606— In  Winter,  46i. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,150.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

year«of  age  who  attend  School,  63.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  69. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  141  mths.— In  Summer,  79— In  Winter,  62. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  19.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintef^M.  15— F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month»  including  board— ^To  Males,  %%\  10— To  Females,  5II 21. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  56  SO-^f  Females,  |[4  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\^  30— Of  Females,  f  6  64. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schook,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  )[1,438. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^30. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  Iv— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  40. — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5460. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  13.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  86.^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^71 1* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       . — ^Income  from  same,  5173  00. 

Books  usKD.—£^&*flsr— Webster's, Cobb's.  RMding-^Yoaaig  Reader,  Improved  Reader, 
Rhetorical  Reader,  AngeTi's  Series,  History  of  the  U.  S.  Orammar — Smith's,  Kirkham's  and 
Brown'K.  Geo^rapAy— Smith's,  Olney's,  Woodbridee's.  Arithmetic~Sanih's,  Colburn's  and 
Adams'  New.    Au  others — Watts  on  the  Mind,  Algebra,  Euclid. 

Remark. — ^The  return  ^ves  $173  as  the  income  of  a  fund,  the  amount  of 
which  is  not  named. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— E.  B.  Pemhimah,  F.  £.  Patrick. 


AT  JPnnJl  i^^^  Population,  441.    Valuation,  $TI,1SQ  38. 

AIjI'  UltUj         ....       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  4. 

(2)  No.  uf  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,- In  Summer,  99 — In  Winter,  131. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  61 — In  Winter,  81. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  106  — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  aitend  School,  2«— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  29  mths.  7  days. — In  Summer,  16 — In  Winter,  13  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sommer^M.   — F.  4.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M  4— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $90  19 — ^To  Females,  5II  ^* 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  00— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Afales,  514  19 — Of  Females,  $5  23. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  gtSO, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Publie  Schools,  j|203. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     ^— Average  number  of 

Scholars,     4 — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 
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(13)  No.  of  unincorporaied  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  SchooU  kept  to  proloog  Common 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    . — Average  No.  of  Scholar^      ^ — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuitioa,  $ 

(14)  Anoont  of  Local  Funds,  $       .— >Iaeome  from  same,  $ 

Books  UBBD.—fl|p«2foig— Webster's  and  Hazen's  Speller  and  Defiuer.  iZ^adiftt'— Testa* 
meot,  Child's  Guide,  Pailey's  Third  Book  of  History,  English  Reader,  National  Preceptor, 
History  of  the  U.  S.  Grammar — Murray's,  Smith's  and  Kirkham's.  Geograj^^ — Parley's, 
Olne/s  and  Smith's.    ^r»fAm«<«>— Daboll's,  Smith's  and  Botham's. 

Selectioits  from  Report.  *  *  We  would  recommend,  that  particular 
attention  be  paid  to  the  examination  of  teachers ;  and  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  having  the  teachers  of  the  several  schools  seasonably  engaged,  so  that 
they  may  all  be  examined  at  one  time,  that  is,  all  those  of  the  summer  schools 
at  one  time,  and  all  those  of  the  winter  schools  at  one  time ;  and  in  this  way 
the  examination  will  become  a  matter  of  interest ;  the  committee  could  all  be 
present ;  there  would  be  a  saving  of  timt  to  the  committee,  and  of  expense  to 
the  town.  Notwithstanding  the  exertions  made  by  our  Legislature,  in  endeav- 
oring to  remove  all  obstacles  tending  to  retard  the  progress  of  oiu*  Common 
Schools,  and  the  much  that  has  been  said  on  the  subject  otherwise,  there  yet 
remain  obstructions,  that  demand  attention.  We  would  notice  among  them, 
too  great  a  variety  of  books,  which  prevents  classing  the  scholars  properly, 
thereby  increasing  the  task  of  the  teacher,  and  hindering  the  progress  of  the 
school,  bregulaiity  in  the  attendance  of  scholars,  is  a  serious  evil,  the  conse- 
quences of  which  are  palpable. 

The  seats,  in  some  of  our  schoolhbuses,  are  so  constructed  that  the  small 
scholars  cannot  rest  their  feet  or  backs,  thereby  rendering  the  children  very  un- 
comfortable and  restless,  and  augmenting  the  task  of  the  teacher,  in  keeping  the 
school  sdll.  Lastly,  we  would  notice  emphaJticaUyy  the  want  of  cooperation  on 
the  part  of  parents,  in  visiting  schools,  and  we  eamesUy  solicit  the  aid  of  pa- 
I'ents  and  guardians,  in  this  particular.  Children  love  to  be  noticed.  It  excites 
in  them  a  spirit  of  emulation,  without  which  tlie  labors  of  the  most  judicious 
and  experienced  teacher  must  prove,  in  some  measiure,  unavailing.  JjbX  us  not 
be  too  ready  to  believe  all  the  stories  circulated  to  the  prejudice  of  the  teacher. 
But  let  us  teach  our  children  to  be  obedient  to  the  regulations  of  the  school, 
to  show  proper  respect  to  their  teacher,  and  not  endeavor  to  provoke  him  to 
^tfa.  In  short,  let  parents  see  to  it,  that  the  want  of  subordination  in  their 
children  at  school,  is  not  owing,  in  the  least,  to  their  management  at  home. 

Let  us  all,  fellow  citizens,  act  simultaneously  with  our  Legislature,  in  trying 
to  elevate  the  character  of  our  Common  Schools,  bearing  in  mind,  that  in  them 
the  great  mass  of  our  community  receive  their  education ;  tbey  ought,  there* 
fore,  to  be  pruned  and  cultivated  by  us  with  the  kindest  attention,  and  most 
scrupulous  care,  for  they  are  the  mam  pillars  upon  which  rests  the  permanency 
ofour  free  institutions.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Samuel  H.  Burt,  Mark  R.  Van  Dsusen. 


BECKP  V  i  ^^^  PopulaUon,  957.    Valuation,  ;gi:i63,583  15. 

^^'       •       •      •      •       ?       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 
m  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  198— In  Winter,  ^01. 
(3)  A?erage  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  149— In  Winter,  197. 
\4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  3S5.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

>ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  16. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  32. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  61  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  33  7— In  Winter,  28  14. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.  2. 
C?)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  j^23  43-^To  Females,  ^11  83. 
i^  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $8  00— Of  Females,  $6  00. 
(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclnsiw  of  board— Of  Males,  $!&  43-'-Of  Females,  $6  83. 
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(10)  Amount  of  money  raited  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools;  ineludtng  only  the  wages  ol 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^413. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $656. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,         . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13}  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Comm'>n 
Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  5. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  60<— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $28, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $1^  00.— Income  from  same,  $12  00. 

to 

Books  usxd. — 8peUing^-WebiteT*s.  Reading — ^Testament,  English  Reader,  National  Read- 
er and  others.  Grammar— Murray's  and  Smith  s.  Geography — Ulney's,  Brinsmade's  and  Pe- 
ter Parley's.    ^rt^m«/ur— DabolFs,  Smith's,  Pike's.    All  otfiert^A  variety. 

Remarks. — **  A  school  was  kept  by  subscription  12  weeks  during  the  winter, 
for  the  benefit  of  families  employed  upon  the  mil-road." 
The  Surplus  Revenue, — income  $126 — is  applied  to  the  support  of  schools. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  average  attendance,  even  in  the 
winter,  when  the  schools  are  always  the  tnost  fully  attended,  was  only  197, 
a  little  more  than  one  half  the  whole  number  of  scholars.  Experience  affords 
satisiactory  evidence,  that  such  irregularity  in  attendance  involves  a  far 
greater  mispense  of  advantages,  than  parents  are  generally  aware  of;  and  that 
sending  a  child  to  school  occasionally^  or  only  when  it  happens  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  the  parent,  or  the  humor  of  the  child,  will,  in  most  cases,  be  of 
little  or  no  benefit,  if  not  even  worse  than  useless,  by  inducing  early  habits  of 
negligence,  irregularity  and  insubordination. 

All  the  schools  have  been  visited,  as  the  law  requires.  As  the  result  of  these 
Tisits,  we  may  say,  in  general  terms,  tliat  the  summer  schools  succeeded  well. 
For,  though  there  might  be  detected,  in  some  of  them,  a  want  of  thorough 
energy  and  system,  yet  there  was  no  defect  so  marked,  as  to  merit  censure,  or 
to  prevent  approbation. 

We  wish  we  could  speak  in  the  same  terms,  concerning  the  schools  during 
the  last  winter.  *  *  Some  of  these  have  failed  of  answering  reasonable  ex- 
pectation.   *    •    * 

The  great  diversity  of  school  books,  upon  the  same  general  subject,  is  exceed- 
ingly perplexing  in  inost  of  our  schools.  If  a  parent  chooses  to  sustain  a  pri- 
vate or  family  school,  no  one  will  question  his  right  to  dictate  what  books  his 
children  shtdl  use.  Hut  the  subject  assumes  a  different  aspect,  when  that 
parent  claims  the  benefit  of  the  public  money,  and  of  the  schools  thereby  sup- 
ported. For,  in  that  case,  he  is  bound  to  consider  each  member  of  the  district, 
as  entitfed  to  the  same  advantages  with  himself;  and  he  cannot  claim  a 
right  to  mono|)olize  the  time  of  a  teacher,  in  hearing  the  individual  recitations 
of  his  children,  which  is  quite  imavoidable,  when  books  are  sent  to  the  school, 
and  required  to  be  used,  according  to  the  arbitrary  opinion  or  caprice  of  each 
and  every  |)arent;  and  when,  at  the  same  time,  all,  or  many  of  thes^e  scholars, 
might,  with  the  advantage  of  uniform  books,  be  classed,  to  the  great  relief  of  the 
teacher,  and  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  every  learner.    *    *    * 

As  the  statute  requires  your  conunittee  to  report  upon  the  state  and  furni- 
ture of  the  several  schoolhouses,  we  wotild,  therefore,  recommend,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  all  the  district:*,  to  examine,  without  delay,  into  these  su'ijects;  and  to 
decide  whether  some  of  these  houses  do  not  need  to  be  thoroughly  repaired,  if 
not  to  be  rebuilt.  We  s|)eak  in  the  language  of  general  experience,  ^not  so 
commonly  heard,  indeed,  as  it  ought  to  be,)  when  we  say,  with  unhesitating 
conviction  of  the  truth,  that  the  location  of  a  schoolhouse,  together  with  the 
state  of  repair  and  convenience,  in  which  the  building  and  its  accompaniments 
are  kept,  does  actually  exert  an  important  influence  upon  intellectual  improve- 
ment ;  and,  hence,  a  less  direct,  but  scarcely  less  certain  influence  upon  moral 
character. 

We  cannot,  in  faithfulness  to  our  trust,  close  this  report,  without  a  fevf 
words  to  parents,  upon  the  importance  of  personal  attendance  to  the  state  of 
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the  schools.  We  are  confident,  that  that  parent  has  performed  but  a  part  of 
his  duty,  and  not  always  the  most  impotent  part,  wlio  has  merely  paid  his  pro- 
portion, and  sent  his  children  to  some  place,  where  he  is  informed  that  a  school 
is  in  operation,  without  fuither  attention  to  the  subject ;  and  that,  more  espe- 
cially, when  he  is  aware  that  difficulties  exist  in  the  school.    ^    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— J.  L.  Mills,  Elijah  D.  Harris,  Milton  Johnson. 


CHESHIRP  J  ^^^  PopalatioD,  DM.    Valualion,  JJfJ69,938  76. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  hge  in  the  town,  270. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 
Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^400. 

Rebiarks. — The  return  states,  that  "  the  board  and  fuel  expenses  are  added 
to  the  amount  of  final  [or  fiscal]  expenses,  and  raised  by  tax  made  up  on  the 
scholar." 

No  return  is  made  of  books  used.  Under  that  head  appears  the  following : 
<^  Parents  and  ffuardians  procure  the  most  popular  and  approved  books,  often 
changing  as  scholars  advance,  to  give  interest  and  animation  to  pupils." 

One  side  of  the  blank  is  left  without  any  entry  by  the  committee. 

No  Report  ft-om  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.--LANB1NO  J.  Colx,  Russell  Brown. 


r^TA'DTr^'DTj'Df^  JO  Population,  386.    Valuation,  ^30,675  50. 

'     *       *        C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  In  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  120— In  Winter,  1 12. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  83 — In  Winter,  72. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  122. — No.  of  persons  trader  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  7. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  12. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  27  mlhs. — In  Summer,  16 — In  Winter,  II. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1 — F.  4. — No.  of  l^eachers  in  Winter — M.  1 — F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^l^o  Males,  5 15  50 — ^To  Females,  $\%  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^7  OO— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^8  50— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

( 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^150. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  fo^  Public  Schools,  $\2n  51, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — A%*erage  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition^  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,     . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $7  dSl, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^^'^^  ^- — ^Income  from  same,  5^0  50. 

Books  used. — fTpeZ/tf^g^— Webster's.  I2«a4/tfig'— Angell's  Series,  Testament,  English  Read- 
er. Grflwimar— Smith's,  Greenieaf's.  OeograpAy— Olney's,  Peter  Parley's.  ArUhmetie'— 
DaboiPs,  Adams'  and  Colburn's.    All  others — VValker's  Dictionary. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Noah  Ford,  Richard  Shattucx. 
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nAT  Tn  V  \ (^)  PopulalioB, 830.    ValoaUoa,  9183,161 90< 

XJJLlj  1  UVr^        ....       J        Number  of  PuWio  Schools,  5. 

{%)  No.  of  Seholan  of  all  iiget  in  all  the  Scbools-Jn  Sammer,  135— In  Wiater,  184. 
-(8)  Average  attendanee  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  97— la  Winter,  190. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  a^  in  the  town,  244. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  a^  who  attend  School,  10.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mchsl  14  days^^—In  Summer,  17  14. — In  Winter,  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.  &^*No.  of  Teaehei«  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^23  50— To  Females,  ^9  40. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  58  00^-Of  Females,  J[4  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  %\b  50— Of  Females,  $b  40. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  %SSO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^100. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  jf    . 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong- CktmnioB 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  raopths  kept>    .—Average  Iio«  of  Scholars,       .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

( 14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^       .—Income  f>om  same,  5 

Books  used. — Spelling — ^Webster's.  Reading — Child's  Reader,  Popular  Lessons,  Porter's 
Analysis,  Testament.  Cmimmar— Smith's  Creo^ropAg^— Olney's  and  Smithes.  Arithmetic — 
Colburn's,  Adams',  DabolPs,  Smith's,  Botham's. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  One  of  the  greatest  evils  \n  our  schools, 
has  been  the  want  of  a  proper  and  thorough  discipline.  Your  committee  re- 
gard good  order  in  the  schools,  as  indispensable  to  their  usefulness.  For 
want  of  good  government,  our  schools  in  past  seasons  have  been  of  but  little 
use  to  the  children  attending  them ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  in  some  cases 
they  have  been  even  worse  than  useless.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance of  order,  your  committee  have  used  their  best  endeavors  to  secure  it  They 
have  been  very  full  and  explicit,  in  their  instructions  to  all  the  teachers,  urging 
it  upon  them  as  a  matter  of  vital  importance,  to  maintain  order,  strict  and  tho- 
rough, and  that  a  failure  in  this  could  not  be  overlooked*  And  it  affords  them 
peculiar  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  that  there  has  been  a  very  gratifying  im- 
provement in  this  reject,  the  past  season.  Though  it  is  admitted,  that  good 
order  must  be  preserved,  chieny  by  the  efibrts  of  the  teacher,  yet  his  enbrts 
must  almost  certainly  fail  to  secure  it,  unless  they  are  seconded  by  the  authority 
of  parents,  at  home.  If  children  hear  their  parents  speak  of  the  teacher  in 
terms  of  disrespect  and  reproach ;  if  they  find  their  parents  ready  to  take  part 
with  them  against  their  teacher,  in  case  of  difficulty  arisine  in  the  school;  if 
they  find  that  their  parents  are  jealous  of  partiality,  or  undue  severity,  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher,  they  will  do  their  children  a  serious  injury ;  and  render  it 
exceedingly  difiicult,  if  not  impossible,  to  keep  those  children  in  due  subordi- 
nation at  school. 

If  parents  find  it  difficult  to  govern  three  or  four  children,  so  as  to  keep 
them  in  decent  order  at  home,  how  much  greater  the  task  of  the  teacher,  to 
keep  forty  or  fifty  children  in  good  order  at  school.  The  committee  are  confi- 
dent, from  all  their  experience  and  observation,  that  most  of  the  difiieulties  and 
cases  of  insubordination,  which  happen  in  the  school-room,  are  to  be  attribu- 
ted to  the  improper  and  injudicious  management  of  parents.  If  children  were 
trained  up  to  obey  implicitly  at  home,  and  were  made  to  believe,  that  in  case  of 
any  difficulty  in  school,  they  might  expect  their  parents  to  take  sides  with  the 
teacher,  there  would  be  much  fewer  difficulties  in  school,  and  fewer  complaints 
made  out  of  it 

Without  good  order  in  school,  proficiency  in  studies,  on  the  part  of  pupils, 
is  utterly  out  of  the  question,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  qualifications  of  the 
teacher. 
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Another  neriouB  evil  in  oiar  echoola^  is  the  non^tteadatice,  or  the  Taffy  irregiH 
laraQeiida|]Qe,ol* children.  This  is  an  evil  of  great  magnitude  in  this  town; 
and  oqe  which,  the  committee  are  well  aware,  it  is  much  easier  to  describe 
than  it  is  to  remedy*  So  Aur  as  it  prevails,  it  oompletely  nullifies  aU  the  advan- 
tagefii  of  our  Conunon  School  system.  The  best  teachers  are  of  little  avail,  if 
4ie  children  are  not  preaent  to  be  taught  And  your  most  liberal  appropria-^ 
tions  in  money,  and  the  most  faithful  attention  and  efforts  of  committees^  will 
avail  nothing,  if  the  children  are  not  in  the  way  to  receive  the  good  intended. 

Yoiir  committee  can  present  facts,  which  are  painful  and  alarming,  showing 
that  a  large  portion  of  our  children  lose  nearly  all  their  opportunities  of  educa- 
tion, and  that  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  money  raised  to  furnish  these 
privileges,  is  absolutely  wasted.    •    *    * 

Another  tiling  to  which  the  committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  town, 
is,  the  veiy  little  interest  which  parents  feel,  or  which  they  manifest  in  the 
schools.  The  influence  of  this  is  highly  detrimental  to  their  prosperity.  Where 
parents  manifest  an  interest,  children  will  ordinarily  feel  it ;  where  parents 
manifest  indiflerence,  children  will  be  indifferent 

The  committee  would  not  say  that  there  is  no  interest  felt  in  our  district 
schools,  but  they  have  seen  hitherto  very  little  manifestation  of  it  Sometimes, 
indeed,  parents  show  great  interest  in  a  school,  but  most  unfortunately  it  is  of 
the  wrong  kind,  and  manifested  in  the  wrong  way.  It  has  been,  in  some  in- 
stances, manifested  in  condemning  the  teacher  unjustly,  finding  fault  with  his 
discipline,  doubting  his  qualifications,  listening  to  the  stories  of  children,  which 
are  often  founded  in  prejudice  or  falsehood,  and  most  injudiciously  censuring 
the  teacher  before  them,  by  which,  respect  for  his  authority  is  impaired  or  de- 
stroyed, and  his  usefblness  necessarily  diminished.  In  such  cases,  parental 
interest  is  sufiSciently  strong  and  mischievous.  If  the  same  degree  of  interest 
was  manifested,  in  approving  what  was  right,  frequently  visiting  the  school, 
always  attending  on  examinations,  sustaining  the  teacher's  authority,  seconding 
bis  efforts,  and  encouraging  punctual  attendance  on  his  instructions,  the  benefit 
virould  be  great 

In  this  case,  teachers  would  feel  encouraged  to  do  their  utmost  for  the  good 
of  their  pupils ;  children  would  feel  new  interest  in  their  studies,  their  teacher, 
and  the  school ;  and  good  manners,  good  morals,  and  rapid  advancement  in 
knowledge,  would  characterize  these  nurseries  of  learning. 

A  great  deficiency  in  suitable  books,  is  another  thing  which  demands  special 
attention.  This  is  an  evil  that  is  felt  in  all  our  schools,  and  it  is  a  great  one. 
Many  children  have  not  a  book  of  any  kind.  Not  a  few  others  are  mifurnished 
with  any  suitable  book,  for  reading  or  study.  At  the  same  time,  the  few  books 
which  are  found  in  our  schools,  are  so  various  and  diflerent,  that  there  must  be 
almost  as  many  classes  as  there  are  scholars.  Four  or  ^ve  different  systems 
of  arithmetic  are  often  found  in  a  single  school,  with  a  similar  variety  of  geog- 
raphies and  grammars.  And  the  diversity  in  reading  books  is  still  greater.  *  ^  * 

The  committee  have  exerted  themselves  to  remedy  this  evil,  but  without  suc- 
cess. And  being  fhlly  convinced,  that  unless  our  schools  are  better  supplied 
with  books,  and  books  of  the  right  kind,  much  of  the  money  expended  on 
them  will  be  utterly  wasted ;  they  beg  leave  to  suggest,  what  appears  to  them 
the  only  effectual  remedy.  It  is,  that  the  town  provide  each  school  with  a  sup- 
ply of  suitable  books  for  all  the  children,  elementary,  reading,  and  class  books; 
to  be  selected  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  or  by  the  school  com- 
mittee, which  books  shall  be  kept  in  a  good  substantial  book-case,  with  lock 
and  key,  with  which  each  schoolhouse  should  be  furnished. 

At  the  opening  of  the  school,  the  teacher  should  take  charge  of  the  libraxy, 
and  furnish  each  scholar  with  suitable  books,  for  the  use  of  which  a  certain 
sum  should  be  paid.  A  true  account  of  all  should  be  kept  by  the  teacher,  and, 
at  the  close  of  the  school,  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  prudential  committee. 
When  books  are  lost  or  badly  damaged,  they  should  be  paid  for.  In  this  way, 
our  schools  may  be  furnished  with  a  supply  of  books,  and  those  of  the  right 
kind.  Let  this  be  done,  and  the  good  effects  of  it,  it  is  believed,  would  soon  be 
apparent 

The  sehoolhouses  in  districts  No.  1  and  No.  4,  are  not  very  creditable  to  the 
discriets  in  which  they  are  located ;  and,  in  their  present  state  and  location,  the 
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benefiti  derived  from  the  Bcbools  kept  in  tbem,  must  certainly  be  fkr  len  than 
might  rearanably  be  expected,  with  better  houses  and  a  more  suitable  location. 
It  is  believed  that  a  few  hundred  dollars  might  be  profitably  expende<i,  in 
procuring  an  apparatus  fbr  each  of  our  schools,  designed  to  illustrate  the  stud- 
ies there  pursued.  There  would  then  be  far  greater  interest  ielt  in  studying 
those  branches,  which  are  now  taken  hold  of  as  a  task,  and  the  school-room 
would  become  a  place  of  real  pleasure  as  well  as  profit 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Harpkr  Boicb,  Hxitrt  Fxrbb. 


EGREMONT,.     .     .     S(')Pop";«tio„  968-  v^^^^^^^ 

'  C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  o. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  248— In  Winter,  297. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  161 — In  Winter,  202. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  273.^No.  of  persons  nader  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  16. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  14. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  46  mihs.  7  days — ^In  Summer,  27  7— In  Winter,  19. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  6. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  5 — ^F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  $ib  60 — To  Females,  $Vt  40. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $Z  00 — Of  Females,  %^  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\1 60— Of  Females,  %^  40. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  S&OO, 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^900. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7. — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars,  25.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^200. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  51^0. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %        . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  uskd. — iS^tftng— Webster's  Elementary  and  Dictionary.  12tfa(/titr— National  Pre- 
ceptor, Easy  Reader,  Introduction  to  National  Reader  and  English  Reader.  'IVstament.  Gram" 
maT^— Smith's.  Oeograpfiy — Smith's  and  OIney's.  Arithmetic-~'Co\bvirn'ti,  DaboIPs,  Smith's, 
Adann',  Rotham's  and  Ostrander's.  All  oCAer*— Child's  First  Book  of  History,  Natural  Phi- 
losophy, Rhetoric  and  Logpc. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  great  multiplicity  of  booksj^also, 
operates  as  a  great  hindrance  to  the  prosperity  of  the  schools.  The  changing 
of  inhabitants  almost  invariably  brings  a  variety  of  books  into  the  place,  to  dis- 
turb the  school,  and  annoy  the  teacher.  The  time,  which  ought  to  be  employ- 
ed by  the  teacher  in  giving  oral  instructions  and  explanations  to  his  pupils,  is 
thus  necessarily  devoted  to  hearing  different  lessons,  thereby  depriving  hiai  of 
the  opportunity  of  giving  such  instruction  as  he  might  deem  applicable,  and 
which  might  he  given  to  a  whole  class,  as  well  as  to  one  single  scholar.  ITour 
committee  have  looked  and  waited,  with  anxious  expectations,  fbr  a  complete 
set  of  books,  which  might  be  suitable  for  our  schools,  and  which  were  calcu- 
lated to  attract  and  please  the  scholar,  os  well  as  impart  instruction ;  but  they 
have  looked  in  vain.    •    *    • 

The  inattention,  which  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  is  so  great, 
that  your  committee  can  hardly  bear  to  speak  of  it.  £xcept  in  one  or  two  sin- 
gle instances,  we  know  not  of  a  single  entrance  into  the  school  for  the  purpose 
of  a  visit    *    *    • 

Your  committee  have  visited  the  schools  during  almost  every  month  which 
tliey  have  been  kept ;  yet,  in  some  instances,  the  schools  have  commenced  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  and  without  the  teacher's  being  examined, 
and,  under  such  circumstances,  the  committee  have  felt  constrained  to  act  dif- 
fisrently  firom  what  they  otherwise  would.    It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 
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that  the  seats  in  the  schoolhouse  in  District  No.  3,  ought  to  be  immediately  re- 
paired ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  but  few  scholars,  who  have  attended  there  during 
the  past  year,  have  been  able  to  touch  the  floor,  while  sitting  on  the  bench, 
and,  when  they  rose  to  read,  they  were  nearly  hidden  from  the  teacher,  by  the 
desk  in  front ;  and,  in  District  No.  5,  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  back  seats 
and  desks,  which  are  wholly  unfit  for  the  purpose  of  writing.  And  it  ought  to 
be  the  main  object  of  the  town,  to  choose  the  best  and  most  influential  men  to 
the  ofllce  of  committee,  as  well  as  those,  who  take  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  schools.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Samuel  C.  Newman,  Richabd  P.  Browv. 


j^T  fkjy  Tr\  A  S  ( * )  Population,  457.    Valuation,  ;g[4S,019  00. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  133.— 'No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  12. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $\W. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^$[110. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  i\2&  12— Income  from  same, $i\  28. 

Books 
Improved 
Chramnuif — Murray 
ley's.    Arithmetic — Adams',  Smith's  and  Colbuin's. 

Rf.mark. — «  Owing  to  the  irregularity  and  imperfect  nrianner  in  which  the 
Teachers'  Uegisters  are  kept  by  them,  1  am  not  able  to  return  to  you  a  correct 
statement  of  the  several  school  districts  in  town." 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Israel  Whitcomb,  Chairman. 


ni^     TtAT^TiTTSJCl^rnN       5(1)  Population,  2,410.    Valuation,  ;g[400,267  00. 
Cr  1  .  BAKKIISI  Or  1  UI>/,      J        ^^^^^^  ^f  p„b,j^  Schools,  16. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  iii  all  the  Schools— Iij  Summer,  604— In  Winter,  540. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  420 — In  Winter,  482. 

(4)  No  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  776. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  140  mths.  14  days— In  Summer,  79— In  Winter,  61  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  m Summer— M.  1 — F.  15.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.  7. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^26  67— To  Females,  j[  14  06. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  JJ8  00— Of  Females,  $6  83. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  S^  37— Of  Females,  $1 23. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel ,  $  1 ,062. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $319  60. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $        • 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  ].— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  29— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  £400. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $%0  67.— Income  frona  same,  $51 64. 
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BooKi  OBBO.— >£(pctfu^^^Ele«eiitary  aid  Bwitiev'B.  jeeoitti^^p-^Naiional  and  fthetorieai 
Readers.  Grammar— Suiitb'd,  &.e.  U€Ograpky~^mey%  Uantingiou's  and  Peter  Parley^. 
Arithmetie^-'DabolVs,  Colburn's,  ^c.    All  oCA«r«— Comstock^s  Phi1osoph>'|  d&c.  &c. 

SsLBCTions  r&oM  Rkport.  *  *  We  are  «atisfied»  that  apportioiiiiieiit, 
upon  tlie  average  aiUndanet  of  scholars,  is  the  true  mode.  By  proper  attention, 
the  principle  can  be  carried  out  with  perfect  simplicity,  and  the  great  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  it  ia,  it  operatee  as  an  incentive  to  the  sending  of  children  to 
school. 

In  urging  attention  to  the  interests  of  our  Common  Schools,  there  is  one  con- 
nderation  to  which  we,  in  particular,  would  allude, — ^the  procuring  of  tdiool 
libfwies.  Nothing  can  conduce  more  to  the  advantage  of  schools,  or  to  the 
improvement  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district.  Provision  for  the  purchase  of 
a  school  library  in  the  Centre  District,  partly  by  tax  and  partly  by  the  generos- 
ity of  an  individual  of  the  district,  (George  W.  Sterling,  Esq.)  has  been  made ; 
and  we  earnestly  hope,  that,  in  the  other  districts,  the  example  will  be  followed* 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— J.  Sumhsr,  E.  F.  Word  worth. 


rr  AMnnm^  5(1)  PopalaUon,  975.    Valaalioa,  ^228,565  75. 

ZliliVOiyOA,   ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  or  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^lo  Summer,  167 — In  Winter,  187. 
(S)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  1 16— In  Winter,  140. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  234<— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  5t  mths.— In  Summer,  24  14— In  Winter,  27  14. 
<6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer«-M.   — F.  7.^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  I. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board^-To  Males,  $       —To  Females,  % 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $       —Of  Females,  $ 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $       —Of  Females^S 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j^SOO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .^Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

{ 13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  8.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  56.— .Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $\^t^ 

14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5200.— Income  from  same,  f  12. 


Readers 

Daboll 

Philosophy. 

Remarks. — ^Neither  the  amount  of  wages  nor  of  board,  for  teachers  of  either 
sex,  18  given. 

"  The  whole  of  the  board  of  teachers  was  contributed  by  parents  and  guar- 
dians of  the  children." 

No  Report  from  School  Committee* 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Amos  Chapmas,  Ltman  Eldridos,  T.  N.  Foster. 
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HINSDALE,       .      .      .         5(0Pop»l«ioo8SS.V.I«.tio».  5160,7876*. 

'  C        Naoiber  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(9)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer  173— In  Winter,  2229. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— lu  Summer,  120^In  Winter,  165. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  223.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  S3. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  38  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  20  14— In  Winter,  18  7. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.  5.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  I. 
<7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  gW  00— To  Females,!^  12  41. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gS  OO-^f  Females,  S6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gH  40— Of  Females,  g6  41. 

( 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5360  61. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5240. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  27.*-Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  581. 

( 14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  • — Income  from  same,  514  00. 

Books  usRD.—£rp«/;xiig^— Webster's.  Reading— ^evr  Testament,  Hall's  History  of  the  U. 
S.,  National  Reader,  Introduction  to  do.,  Younjr  Reader,  Rhetorical  Reader.  Orammar — Mur- 
ray*s.  Geography — Parlev's,  Olney's,  Hnntmgton's  and  Smith's.  Arithmetic — Daboll'i, 
Smith's  and  Adams'.  Allolfiers — Blake's  and  Comstock's  Philosophy,  filake's  Chemistry, 
Goodrich's  History,  Walts  on  the  Mind. 

Remarks. — *^  The  town  is  proprietor  in  certain  lots  of  land  rented  on  a  per- 
petual lease,  and  yielding  $l4  annually." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  These  facts  have  suggested  to  your  com- 
mittee the  inquiry,  whether  the  present  mode  of  distribution  is  not  defective. 
They  are  vet*y  sensible,  that  it  does  not  belong  to  them  to  prescribe  rules  for 
the  division  of  the  public  money.  But,  as  the  supervisors  of  the  schools  and  of 
the  general  interests  of  education,  it  may  be  proper  for  them  to  notice  any  de- 
fects which  exist,  and  to  suggest  improvements,  if  any  occur  to  them.  Having 
done  this,  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  suggestion,  will  lie  wholly  with  the 
people,  whose  are  the  schools,  and  the  means  of  sustaining  and  improving 
them.  It  may  here  be  remarked,  that,  in  the  wise  provision  made  by  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  the  general  education  of 
the  children  of  the  people,  it  must  have  been  the  design,  not  to  educate  a  few 
well,  and  leave  the  rest  in  ignorance,  but  to  educate  all  as  well  as  might  be 
practicable.  It  is  an  excellence  of  our  system,  that  it  knows  no  favoritism.  It 
aims  to  elevate  the  whole  community  to  that  intelligence  and  virtue,  which 
shall  make  all  not  only  capable  of  providing  honestly  for  themselves,  but  raise 
them  to  an  equal  respectability  as  citizens  of  a  common  country.  If  this  be  the 
obvious  design  of  the  system,  then,  certainly,  in  carrying  it  into  efiect,  it  should 
be  our  aim  to  extend  its  privileges,  as  nearly  as  can  be,  equally  to  all.  It  can 
hardly  be  necessary  for  your  committee  to  remark,  that  just  about  the  same  ex- 
pense is  necessary  to  support  a  school  of  twenty  scholars,  as  a  school  of  sixty. 
They  should  have  a  teacher  of  equal  talents  and  ability,  and,  therefore,  ougnt 
to  be  able  to  pay  about  equal  wages.  They  need  equally  as  warm  a  house  in 
winter,  and,  therefore,  must  burn,  other  things  being  equal,  the  same  amount  of 
wood. 

Should  it  be  said,  that  small  districts  pay  usually  but  a  small  part  of  the 
money ;  and,  therefore,  in  legal  justice,  are  entitled  to  only  a  proportional  part, 
we  would  venture  to  suggest,  that  our  excellent  system  contemplates  no  such 
principle  of  distribution.^  J  t  taxes  all  for  the  support  of  the  schools,  without 
regard  to  the  question,  whether  they  have  a  private  or  personal  interest  in 
them,  and  then  applies  the  money,  where  there  are  found  objects  to  need  it. 
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It  taxes  the  husband,  who  unfortunately  has  no  children,  and  the  bachelor, 
who  ougi^t  to  have  none ;  and  then  requires  the  public  functionaries  to  look  up 
the  children,  gather  them  into  schools,  and  put  over  them  competent  and  vir- 
tuous teachers.  The  law  makes  no  distinction  with  respect  to  teachers,  in 
fiivor  of  the  more  wealthy  and  populous  districts.  It  requires  the  committee, 
in  ap|irobating,  to  judge,  by  the  same  rule,  whether  the  teacher  is  to  take  charge 
of  twenty,  or  sixty  scholars.  Your  committee  do,  therefore,  with  great  diffidence, 
suggest,  whether  the  people  of  Hinsdale  will  not  instruct  the  legal  dividers  of  their 
school  money,  so  to  apportion  it,  as  to  give  to  each  district  more  equal  ability 
to  educate  their  children.    •    *    • 

The  committee  would  barely  suggest,  that,  in  general,  they  have  not  found 
so  much  attention  {laid  to  writmg,  as  they  could  wish.  This  important  branch 
of  a  good  education,  they  believe,  should  be  systematically  taught  in  school; 
and  to  it,  a  certain  i>ortion  of  the  teacher's  time  should  be  devoted  every  day. 
In  some  schools,  the  spelling  appears  defective,  owing,  as  they  think,  to  a  fault 
in  teachers  in  pronouncing  tlie  word  to  be  spelt.  The  fault  consists  in  giving, 
to  each  syllable,  such  peculiar  accent  as  to  mark,  distinctly,  the  vowel,  and, 
indeed,  each  letter  in  it  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  when  the  word  is 
pronounced  according  to  usage,  the  scholar  does  not  know  how  to  spell  it.  In 
a  word,  the  fiiult  makes  the  teacher,  the  speller ;  and  the  scholar,  the  mere 
re|>eater.    •    »    • 

With  respect  to  the  moral  instruction  of  the  schools,  the  committee  have 
been  successful  in  reviving  an  attention  to  the  moral  law,  and  in^most  or  all  of 
the  schools,  the  scholars,  old  enough  to  commit  to  memory,  have  learned  the 
ten  commandments.  They  have  also  introduced  catechetical  instruction  on 
the  historical  portions  of  the  Bible ;  and,  they  trust,  with  good  effect.    *    *    * 

On  the  subject  of  school  houses,  the  committee  would  suggest  a  lew  thoughts. 
In  this  cold  county,  children  certainly  need  a  warm  and  comfortable  school- 
room. What  father  of  a  family,  who  has  any  regard  to  the  comfort  of  his  house- 
hold, would  sufier  the  windows  of  his  house  to  go  broken,  week  afler  week, 
letting  in,  upon  his  wife  and  children,  the  cold  blasts  of  a  winter's  storm  ?  Hut 
it  is  iust  as  uncomfortable  for  a  child,  to  sit  in  the  school-room  under  a  broken 
winaow,  as  in  his  father's  house.  The  want  of  a  square  of  glass  is,  indeed,  a 
little  matter,  but  the  pelting  of  a  cold  northeast  storm  through  it,  may  not  be  so 
little.  It  is,  therefore,  important,  ihat  the  teacher  be  authorized  to  order,  forth- 
with, every  such  trifling  repair,  and  that  the  prudential  committee  take  special 
care  to  order  it.  But  it  is  not  only  sometimes  uncomfortably  cold ;  perhai>8  as 
frequently  it  is  too  warm.  Crowded  with  scholars  and  heated  by  an  injudicious 
fire,  the  air  in  the  room  soon  becomes  impure,  and  the  consequence  is,  a  gen- 
eral lassitude  comes  over  the  school  and  prostrates  the  energy  of  every  mind. 
This  is  a  common  evil,  experienced  in  all  our  schools.  To  prevent  this,  every 
schoolhouse  should  be  furnished  with  the.  means  of  easy  ventilation.  The  sub- 
ject of  seats  in  the  school-room  merits  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  learning. 
What  parent  would  be  willhig  to  have  his  child  sit  at  home,  for  the  hour  to- 
|[[ether,  upon  a  stool,  with  no  back  nor  arms  to  support  him.  and  with  his  feet 
six  inches  from  the  floor,  dangling?  But  this  is,  just  as  many  of  the  scholars 
sit  in  our  schools;  and,  if  they  are  restless,  they  must  be  punished  into  stillness. 
This  evil  might  certainly  be  remedied,  at  very  little  expense. 

The  position  of  scholars,  with  respect  to  their  teachers,  is  also  a  subject  mer- 
iting attention.  It  is  believed  that  it  would  be  an  important  improvement  in 
our  school-rooms,  if  the  seats  were  so  arranged  as  to  bring  all  the  scholars 
to  face  the  teacher.  There  is  the  satne  propriety  in  this,  as  in  the  seating  of  a 
church,  so  as  to  place  the  congregation  in  front  of  the  preacher.  Let  all  the 
seats  front  towards  the  teacher's  desk,  with  an  alley  between  them  *  *  Let 
each  seat  and  desk  be  sufficient  for  only  two,-— one  would  be  still  better, — ^then 
every  scholar  would  be  easily  accessible  by  his  teacher,  either  for  instruction 
or  correction.  Such  an  arrangement,  it  is  believed,  would  greatly  facilitate 
both  the  instruction  and  the  government  of  the  school. 

With  respect  to  books,  the  committee  would  still  urge  the  importance  of  uni- 
formity, not  only  in  each  school,  but  in  all.  As  the  law  has  wisely,  we  believe, 
empowered  the  committee  to  select  and  recommend  what  books  shall  l>e  used, 
every  parent  and  guardian  should  feel  himself  under  obligation  to  acquiesce  in 
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that  selection,  and  promptly  furnish  his  children  with  the  required  books. 
Cheap  as  books  ai'e,  no  one  should  refuse  to  purchase  an  approved  grammar  or 
geography,  because  he  has  one,  not  approved,  in  his  house.  Especially  should  ' 
this  be  the  case,  when  it  is  a  fixed  principle  with  the  committee,  not  to  intro- 
duce frequent  changes.  Witii  these  remarks,  your  committee  renewedly  com- 
mend the  interests  of  general  education  to  the  liberality  of  this  people.  They 
would,  with  great  diffidence,  suggest^  whether  the  usual  sum,  raised  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools,  may  not  be  wisely  increased  There  is  nothing  we  can  do  for 
our  children,  so  permanently  useful  to  them,  as  the  bestowment  of  a  good  edu- 
cation, connected  with  virtuous  habits.  The  communication  of  that  knowledge 
which  shall  render  them  skilful  in  business,  and  the  inculcation  of  tliose  prin- 
ciples of  virtue  and  religion  which  shall,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  carry  them 
safe  through  life,  amid  the  assaults  of  temptation,  are  the  richest  bequest  which 
parents  can  make  to  their  beloved  ofipring.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Wm.  A.  Hawlet,  Charles  D.  Suitii,  Wm.  W.  Adams. 


LANESBOROUGH,     .    S(niPopula.ionl,mVaIaa«„n,  5303.706  so. 

'  €       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^In  Summer,  188— ^In  Winter,  252.  . 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  122— In  Winter,  166. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  297.— No.  of  persons  under  4 
'  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  27.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  26. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  51  mths.  14  days. — In  Summer,  25  7— In  Winter,  26  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    .— F.  7— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $^  91 — ^To  Females,  ^  14  12. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  00— Of  Females,  %^  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^14  14 — Of  Females,  $&  14. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers^  board  and  fuel,  j^400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^562. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  20  —Average  No.  of  Scholars,  45.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^800. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ;9[1,887  16.- Income  from  same,  ;^103  23. 

Books  used. — Spelling — Webster's  Dictionary  and  Spelling  Rook.  Readii^ — Child's 
Guide,  Introduction  to  National  Keader,  Ennclish  do.,  Classical  do.,  Testament,  (grammar — 
Smith's  and  Murray's.  Geographtf^-Feier  Parley's,  OIney's,  Goodrich's  and  Malte^Brun's. 
Arithtnetio-^imiWst  Adams^and  Uotham's.  AU  others — Comstock's  and  Blake's  Natural  Phi- 
losophy, Blair's  Rhetoric,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Latin  Classics. 

Selections  from  Report.  ♦  •  The  law  requires  the  schools  to  be  visi- 
ted by  the  towD  committee,  during  the  two  first  and  two  last  weeks  of  the  sum- 
mer and  winter  terms.  It  also  requires,  that  said  committee  be  duly  apprized 
of  these  periods.    Where  timely  notice  is  not  given,  no  visitation  need  be  ex- 

Eected.  The  schools  continue  during  very  unequal  periods,  and  the  subscriber 
as  often  rode  several  miles,  at  great  inconvenience,  to  visit  a  school  about  the 
time  when  he  guessed  it  was  about  to  close,  and  found  that  he  had  his  labor  for 
his  pains.  The  master  had  been  dismissed,  and  the  scholars  were  dispersed. 
As  three  instances  of  this  kind  have  lately  occurred,  it  is  hoped  that  the  require 
ed  notice  may  be  hereafter  given  to  some  one  of  the  committee,  both  or  the 
time  of  opening  and  closing  all  the  schools.    *    *    * 

A  good  degree  of  subordination  has  prevailed  in  the  schools  generally,  and 
the  mildest  government  has  been  found  the  most  efficient  There  is  much 
truth  in  the  remark,  ^  treat  boys  like  gentlemeD,  and  unless  their  sensibilities 
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are  exceedingly  obtuse,  you  will  make  tbem  so ;  but  treat  them  like  rogues  and 
rascals,  and  they  will  be  very  likely  to  become  such."  There  are  existing  evils 
which  call  for  amendment  In  the  first  place,  the  population  of  the  districts  is 
too  unequal  for  the  general  eood.  The  small  districts  are  not  only  deprived,  by 
their  want  of  numbers,  of  me  incentives  of  a  laudable  ambition,  but  even  the 
poor  instruction  which  they  get,  is  exceedingly  burdensome.  While  the  cost 
of  schooling  in  the  north  central  district,  does  not  exceed  $1  50  per  scholar,  the 
cost  in  some  of  the  smaller  ones,  is  more  than  double  that  sum.  While  in  both 
the  north  central  schools,  even  after  a  division,  there  have  been  more  than  40 
scholars,  some  of  the  others  have  had  only  from  5  to  15.  Now  the  evils  of  such 
disparity  are  self-evident,  and  the  remedy  lies  with  the  town.  Another^  and  a 
very  universal  evil,  is  the  general  deficiency  on  the  part  of  teachers,  in  such 
knowledge  as  their  station  requires.  The  committee  are  often  obliged  to  ^Te 
those  a  qualified  approbation,  who  are  incompetent  to  the  task  of  instruction. 
And  even  in  those  cases  where  knowledge  is  not  wanting,  the  general  habits 
and  manners  of  the  applicants  may  be  such  as  we  would  not  choose  as  models 
for  our  children.  But  what  can  we  do  ?  Teachers  are  often  hired,  for  about 
one  third  the  sum  we  pay  the  man  who  mows  our  grass, — then  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee for  examination.  If  we  did  not  give  them  a  certificate,  probably  there 
would  be  no  school ;  and  as  poor  food  is  better  than  none  at  all,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  certify,  not  that  the  applicant  is  (jualified  to  teach,  but  that  he  is  fit  to 
"  keep  school,"  in  the  district  which  has  hired  him,  should  he  review  his  stud- 
ies. The  only  remedy  for  this  evil  is,  the  ofier  of  such  wages  as  good  teachers 
can  always  command.  Even  should  this  course  curtail  the  length  of  the 
school,  it  would  greatly  add  to  its  utility. 

Again,  the  interior  arrangement  of  our  schoolhouses,  although  a  stale  source 
of  complaint,  is  very  deservedly  so.  We  have  not  a  single  school-room,  whose 
seats  and  desks  are  arranged  upon  the  most  approved  plans,  or  which  are  not 
fruitful  in  physical  suffering  and  moral  evil.  The  old  system  of  raised  desks, 
arranged  upon  the  three  sides  of  a  hollow  square,  or  upon  the  opposite  sides 
of  a  parallelogram,  is  a  most  miserable  arrangement.  No  scholar  should  be 
compelled  to  face  another.  At  a  trifling  additional  expense,  when  repairs  are 
necessary,  the  desirable  alteration  might  be  made,  and  the  interests  of  the 
schools  greatly  promoted.  The  short  continuance  of  the  schools  is  another 
evil.    *    •    • 

That  economy  is  of  the  most  wretched  kind,  which,  for  the  saving  of  a  paltry 
sum,  will  keep  our  children  in  intellectual  darkness.  Let  us  be  actuated  by 
liberal  views  and  feelings,  in  regard  to  this  matter ;  and  if  we  must  retrench 
any  where,  let  it  not  be  in  depriving  the  rising  generation  of  the  means  of 
knowledge  and  virtue.  In  a  word,  ^our  committee  would  rejoice,  were  the  instruc- 
tion in  moral  duties  and  obligations  ^enjoined  by  law,)  more  generally  given ; 
were  parents  more  deeply  interested  m  the  education  of  those  committed  to 
their  care ;  and  were  our  system  of  Common  School  instruction  as  excellent, 
even,  as  that  of  some  of  the  ancient  despotisms  of  £urope.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Samvxl  B.  Shaw,  John  V.  Amblir,  S.  Hdbbell. 


T  pip  Ul)  Population, 2,095.    ValualioD,  j?293,141  00. 

^^-'^i }        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Scbools-^In  Summer,  368— In  Winter,  481. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  314— In  Winter,  362. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  603. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  11. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  74  mihs.  18  days  — In  Summer,  45  9 — In  Winter,  29  9. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sumraei^-M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M  7— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  j[25  21 — ^To  Females,  jI2  74. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Mci!es,  $1  71— Of  Females,  $5  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gll  50— Of  Females,  $6  63. 
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(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wag^es  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^919  67. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  j^SSS  65. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .-—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  S.-7Aggregate  of  months  kept,  90>— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  90.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^4,414. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $lfi06  CO.— Income  from  same,  ^96  50. 

Books  used.— fifpetfu^^— Town's  and  Webster's  Eleroeniary  Spelling  Book  and  Dictiona- 
ry. Readrng^^ForXefa  Khetorical  Reader,  English  Reader,  Worcester's  Book  of  Reading, 
Child's  Guide,  New  Tesiament.  Grammar-^Smith's.  6reo^ap/iy— Olney's  and  Smith^. 
Arithmetic — Adams',  DabolPs,  Smith's  and  Golburn's. 

Remarks. — The  number  of  scholars  in  one  of  the  Private  Schools  is  not  re- 
ported. The  amount  set  down /or  ituHon,  in  one  of  the  Private  Schools,  must 
be  too  large,  as  it  includes  all  expenses  of  board,  &c.  The  fund  belongs  to 
one  of  the  districts. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  We,  [the  committee,]  are  led  to  remark, 
that  it  is  too  common  an  error,  with  many  districts,  to  employ  cheap  teachers, 
of  whom  nothing  but  cheap  services  can  be  expected.    *    *    * 

We  are  happy  to  state,  that  a  new  schoolhouse  is  about  to  be  erected  in  Dis- 
trict No.  4,  which  is  intended  as  n  model  schoolhouse  for  the  town  hereafter ; 
and,  if  erected  according  to  the  designed  plan,  will  do  much  credit  to  the  dis- 
trict We  feel,  that  much  might  be  done  with  little  time  and  expense,  in  alter- 
ing the  interior  of  our  school  houses,  for  the  benefit  of  the  teacher,  and  the  use 
and  health  of  the  children.    *    *    • 

We  would  respectfully  request,  that  parents  would  more  frequently  visit  the 
schools;  for,  surely,  the  teacher  needs  their  counsel  and  advice,  and  kind- 
est attention.  *  *  Common  report  concerning  the  afikirs  of  the  school  is 
not  always  correct  Without  visiting,  no  correct  idea  can  be  obtained  of  the 
state  of  the  school.  The  committee  have  observed,  with  much  surprise,  this 
want  of  attention  and  interest,  in  what  so  much  affects  the  welfare  of  them- 
selves and  their  children.  Let  then  every  parent  feel,  that  it  is  a  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  him  to  correct  this  fault;  and  let  the  Common  Schools  of  our  ancient 
Commonwealth  become,  what  their  founders  so  much  desired,  the  nurseries  of 
liberty,  piety  and  virtue.      •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  — Wm.  B.  Bovd,  Ltman  Foot,  Seth  D.  Graves. 


/  P  AT/l  IT  J  ^' )  Population,  l^HS.    Valuation,  5260,686  28. 

^l^iyUJL, I       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  224— In  Winter,  320. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  162 — In  Winter,  213. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  348.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  14.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  aUend  School,  36. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.— In  Summer,  26— In  Winter,  22. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^-M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  522  33— To  Females,  jl^  26. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $B  00— Of  Females,  $8  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $H  33— -Of  Females,  $1 26. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  l>oard  and  fuel,  $500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 166. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10^.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  66.-»Aggregale  paid  for  tuition,  $9S0. 
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(13)  No.  of  unineorporaled  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Scboolti  kept  to  prolong*  C^mmoB 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  21. — Average  No.  of  Seholais,  S6. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^70. 

( 14)  Amoant  of  Loeal  Funds,  $  .f— Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  U8XD.^-fi|pe//nttr—- Webster's  Dictionary  and  Elementary  Spellinjg  Book.  Reading-' 
Peter  Parley's  1st  and  2d  Book  of  History,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  UTs.,  Worcester's  3d 
Book  of  Reading  and  Spelling,  Child's  Guide,  Secmel  to  Child's  Guide,  Franklin  Primer,  En- 
flish  Reader,  Bible  and  Testament.  Geoerapkif — Peter  Parley's  and  Olney's.  Arithmetic— 
Colburu's  First  Lessons  and  Sequel,  Daboll's. 

RxiiAEK^ — ^The  average  number  of  scholars  in  one  of  the  Private  Schools  is 
not  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  examining  applicants  as  teachers  for 
the  several  schools,  they,  [the  committee,]  have  been  uuder  the  painful  neces- 
sity, this  year,  as  well  as  the  last,  of  rejecting  some,  on  accoimt  of  manifest  de- 
ficiency of  acquirements.  Others  they  have  approbated  conditionally;  and 
some,  who  were  approved,  were  approved  with  much  reluctance,  and  under 
the  impression,  that  such  a  course,  upon  tbe  whole,  was  judicious,  although  the 
qualifications  were  not  such  as  were  required. 

llie  number  of  qualified  teachers  is  not  numerous. 

Applications  were  frequently  made,  to  tbe  principal  of  the  academy,  from 
various  parts  of  tbe  county,  for  teachers,  both  for  the  summer  and  winter 
schools ;  applications,  too,  which  he  had  no  means  to  meet  From  this  cause, 
it  is,  that  individuals  have  been  approbated,  whose  qualifications  were  inade- 
quate.   •    •    • 

it  is  earnestly  hoped,  that  tbe  prudential  committee  may  be  duly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  an  early  and  prompt  attention  to  this  subject.  ^  *  In 
the  judgment  of  your  committee,  it  is  far  preferable  to  pay  extra  wages  for 
competent  teachers,  even  though  the  schools  should  continue  a  shorter  time, 
than  to  employ  incompetent  ones,  at  reduced  prices,  under  the  expectation  of 
the  schools  being  continued  for  a  longer  period  Under  incompetent,  unfaith- 
ful, or  bad  instruction,  it  is  a  misfortune  that  the  school  should  be  continued. 
The  sooner  it  is  discontinued,  tbe  better.  The  money,  that  is  used  for  its  sup- 
port, is  worse  than  wasted  Had  habits  are  contracted  and  strengthened,  in- 
subordination is  fostered  and  matured,  vulgarity  and  vice  are  multiplied  and  pro- 
pagated. In  short,  the  school  room,  which  should  be  the  nursery  of  kindness, 
of  politeness,  of  truth,  and  of  virtue,  -  becomes  the  cage  of  every  luiclean  bird, 
and  the  sink  of  unnumbered  abominations.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  have  hesitated  in  regard  to  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
speaking  of  the  particular  deficiencies  and  excellences  of  individual  schools. 
We  are  aware,  at  least  to  some  extent,  of  the  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  such  aD 
attempt  And,  although  we  have  seemed  to  fierc^ive  the  practicability  and 
utility  of  such  a  course  in  other  hands,  we  have  shrunk  from  the  task  in  our  own. 

Impressed,  however,  as  we  have  been,  with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
with  the  weight  of  responsibility,  which  rests  upon  us,  as  the  appointed  guard- 
ians of  the  schools;  and,  convinced,  as  we  are,  of  the  utter  impotency  of  gene- 
ral statements,  to  accomplish  any  iwrticular  good,  we  have  concluded  to  haz- 
ard the  experiment  of  being  somewhat  particular.  In  doing  this,  we  are  con- 
scious of  being  urged  by  no  other  motive,  than  a  sacred  regard  to  duty,  and  an 
earnest  desire  of  being  useful  to  those,  in  whose  service  we  act.  In  what  we 
say,  therefore,  we  would  crave  the  privilege  of  being  listened  to  with  candor, 
and  that  the  judgment,  with  which  we  shall  be  judged,  shall  be  measured  out 
to  us,  in  the  balance  of  charity.    *    *    * 

Among  the  causes,  on  the  part  of  this  district,  which  operated  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  school,  there  are  two  or  three,  to  which  attention  is  particularly 
solicited 

1.  There  has  existed,  a  very  general  and  uniform  delinquency,  in  punctuali- 
ty, on  the  part  of  the  scholars ;  in  not  being  present  at  the  proper  hour.  How  Ikr 
the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  children  are  aware  of  the  extent  of  this  evil, 
we  do  not  know.    Yotur  committee  have  had  occasion  to  notice  it  very  often ; 
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indeed,  always,  in  our  occasional  visits  to  the  school ;  and  it  has  frequently^  been 
mentioned  to  us,  in  way  of  complaint,  by  the  instructers.  The  baleful  influ- 
ence of  such  a  practice,  on  the  good  order,  regularity  and  success  of  a  school, 
can  never  be  sufficiently  deprecated  in  words.  It  is,  indeed,  fatal,  absolutely 
fatal,  to  its  prosperity.  The  practice'  is  exceedingly  vexatious  to  the  teacher ; 
it  is  a  tax  upon  his  temper  and  his  patience,  altogether  unendurable ;  indeed, 
the  patience,  which  could  endure  it,  would  be  any  thing  but  a  virtue. 

2.  Allied  to  the  evil  above  noticed,  is  an  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of 
the  pupils.  That  a  scholar  should  make  successful  progress  in  his  studies,  in 
connection  with  others,  who  is  frequently  absent  from  his  place,  is  utterly  im- 
possible. In  a.  school  of  forty  or  fifty  scholars,  he  must,  as  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity, pursue  his  studies  in  connection  with  a  class.  If  he  is  absent,  he  loses 
the  lessons  of  his  class,  and  the  instructions  of  his  teacher,  by  which  the  class 
have  been  enabled  to  master  these  lessons.  And  for  this,  there  is  no  remedy. 
The  teacher's  hands  are  full ;  his  moments  are  all  chartered.  No  matter  what 
may  be  his  disposition,  he  cannot  do  over  the  duties  of  yesterday.  Every  fac- 
ulty he  possesses  is  put  in  requisition,  in  order  to  meet  the  pressing  calls  of  ^ 
to-day.  The  consequence  is,  the  scholar  must  pass  over  the  lesson  unlearned, 
and  go  on  to  the  next,  without  the  information  which  it  contained, — information, 
too  often  indispensable  to  a  thorough  understanding,  and  complete  mastery,  of 
what  is  to  come, — or  he  must  abandon  his  class.  Neither  of  these  can  he  do 
with  impunity.  Should  he  adopt  the Jatter  course,  he  imposes  an  unreasonable 
duty  upon  his  teacher,  and  again  divides  his  time,  already  divided,  into  infini- 
tesimals. Should  he  take  tfje  former  course,  and  conclude  to  advance  with  his 
class,  be  feels,  at  once,  his  inferiority,  and,  of  necessity,  becomes  disheartened, 
and  relaxes  his  eflbrts.  He  soon  learns  to  come  to  his  recitations  unprepared, 
and  the  answer,  '<  I  don't  know,"  has  ceased  to  hurt  his  pride,  or  bring  the 
blush  of  shame  upon  his  cheek.  If  parents  would  look  at  these  facts,  and  ap- 
preciate them,  they  would  make  their  own  convenience,  and  necessity  too, 
more  frequently  yield  to  that  of  having  their  children  punctually  and  regularly 
in  their  place.  Another  evil,  which  has  existed  in  the  centre  district,  the  past 
year,  with,  perhaps,  more  than  its  usual  prominence,  is  the  want  of  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  parents.  Tiie  existence  of  the  evils  above  enumerated  is  chal- 
lenged, in  proof  of  this  vvant  of  interest,  in  addition  to  the  fact,  that  very  few, 
almost  none  at  all,  have  taken  the  trouble  to  visit  the  place,  where  their  chil- 
dren are  sent  for  instruction,  or  to  inquire  and  exumme,  for  themselves,  in 
what  manner  the  individuals,  who  are  employed  in  this  service,  are  discharg- 
ing their  duties,  and  acquitting  themselves  of  tlie  high  and  sacred  responsi- 
bilities, which  they  have  assumed.  That  such  want  of  interest  should  not 
exert  a  paralyzing  influence  on  the  efibrts  of  the  teachers,  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. No  man,  no  matter  what  may  be  his  quali  fictitious,  no  matter  what 
may  be  his  eflbrts, — he  may  add  days  of  ceaseless  toil  to  nights  of  sleep- 
less anxiety,— it  will  all  be  in  vain, — he  must  have  the  uniform,  unceasing,  unre* 
mitting  kindness,  cooperation  and  assistance  of  the  parents  of  his  pupils,  or  a 
prosperous,  successful  and  useful  school,  he  cannot  have. 

But,  although  all  this,  and  even  more  than  this,  criminal  apathy  and  indifler- 
ence  were  justly  chargeable  upon  the  district,  still,  it  will  not  furnish  the 
teacher  with  a  justifiable  excuse  to  neglect  his  duty,  or  relax  his  efibrts.  The 
manner,  in  which  the  district  may  perform  or  neglect  their  duty,  furnishes  not 
for  him  the  measure,  nor  the  rule  by  which  he  is  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  his 
own  faithfulness.  He  is  a  public  servant,  and  has  consented,  by  a  fair  contract, 
to  assume  high  and  sacred  responsibilities.  He  may,  if  he  pleases,  complain  of 
this  apathy  and  remissness.  He  may,  with  fair  show  of  reason,  maintain,  that 
the  compact  has  been  violated,  and  abandon  the  enterprise  to  other  hands. 
But,  as  long  as  he  continues  to  receive  the  pecuniary  compensation,  the  respon- 
sibility to  be  faithful  rests  upon  him;  and  he  is  bound  to  exert  himself  to  the 
best  of  his  skill,  to  be  useful  in  his  employment.    *    *    * 

YouV  committee,  some  of  them  at  least,  have  been  long  conversant  with  the 
condition  and  character  of  our  district  schools.  But  they  hesitate  not  to  say, 
that  they  have  never  witnessed  so  perfect  an  example  of  a  pattern  school.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  faithfulness  of  the  teacher,  he  never  could  have  made  the 
school  what  it  was,  alone.  He  enjoyed  the  unremitting  cooperation  of  the  pa- 
rents of  his  pupils.    This,  let  it  never  be  forgotten,  was  one  great  secret  of  hid 
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miocess,  aod,  withoat  which,  ultimate  and  complete  success  can  never  be  at- 
tained.   •    •    » 

This  school  has  ezhihited,  on  all  occasions  when  visited  by  your  committee, 
some  excellences  which  they  are  unwilling  to  pass,  without  particular  notice. 
Among  these,  is  the  perfect  order  and  quietness  uniformly  witnessed.  There 
was  no  whispering,  no  loud  studying,  no  restiessness,  no  clownish  lounging  of 
one  pupil  on  the  neck  or  shoulders  of  another.  It  seemed  enough  for  each  to 
attend  to  his  own  particular  business,  without  interrupting  or  intermeddling 
with  the  afiairs  of  his  neighbor. 

We  noticed,  also,  another  excellence  of  rare  attainment,  especially  in  district 
schools.  The  scholars,  without  exception,  old  and  young,  read  and  spelled, 
recited  and  answered  questions,  in  their  own  natural,  unborrowed  Yoices.  "^^  * 
There  were  also  exhibited  some  specimens  of  vocal  music,  which  argued  well 
for  the  taste  and  skill  of  both  teacher  and  scholar,  furnishing  convincing  evi- 
dence of  the  practicability,  under  competent  teachers,  of  introducing  that  de- 
partment of  instruction  into  our  district  schools. 

Your  committee  are  persuaded,  that  no  one  could  have  witnessed  the  exer- 
cises of  this  school,  without  being  impressed  with  the  importance  of  increased 
attention  to  the  subject  of  Common  School  education.  No  one  could  have  wit- 
nessed them,  without  feeling  that  it  was  no  mean  acquisition  to  be  entitled  to 
the  credit  of  being  a  competent,  faithful  and  successful  teacher ; — ^that  he,  who 
assumes  the  office  of  guiding  and  assistin||^  the  intellectual  energies  of,  forty  or 
fifty  immortal  beings,  in  the  roost  interestmg  period  of  their  earthly  existence, 
is  bringing  down,  upon  himself  no  ordinary  responsibility ; — that  to  be  prepared 
for  such  a  service,  and  to  discharge  faithfully  and  successfully  its  duties,  requires 
no  little  previous  preparation ;  and  that  he  who  performs  this  service,  and  per- 
forms it  well,  is  entitied,  not  only  to  his  pecuniary  compensation,  but  to  rich 
and  long  reversions  of  gratitude  from  his  pupils  and  their  parents. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  bisg  leave  to  suggest  a  few  thoughts,  in 
regard  to  future  efforts  to  improve  the  character  and  elevate  the  condition  of 
our  Common  Schools.  We  would  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  districts, 
to  appropriate,  as  they  are  now  authorized  to  do  by  law,  a  specific  sum  for  the 
purchase  of  a  library. 

There  are  now  publishing,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, two  series  of  books,  consisting  of  fifly  volumes  each  when  completed,  de- 
signed particularly  for  the  benefit  of  Common  Schools.  These  are  to  be  done 
up  in  uniform  binding,  and,  selected  as  they  are  by  a  judicious  Board,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  they  will  prove  both  interesting  and  useful,  to  those  into 
whose  hands  they  fall.  Could  the  district  schools  be  furnished  with  these 
books,  or  with  others  of  a  kindred  character,  as  they  may  now  be  with  compar- 
atively trifling  expense,  they  would  find  their  way  into  the  families  of  the  seve- 
ral districts,  and  parents  and  children  would  alike  be  benefited.  On  the  part 
of  the  children,  interesting  and  useful  employment  would  be  furnished  for 
many  a  leisure  hour,  especially  in  the  long  winter  evenings,  which  it  is  to  be 
feared  is  now  devoted  to  idle,  not  to  say  vicious  amusements.    *    *    * 

A  parent  who  loves  his  child,  hesitaies  not  to  spend  for  his  instruction,  at  a 
boarding  school,  for  a  single  term,  four  times  the  sum  necessarily  assessed  on 
the  individual  proprietors  of  a  district,  to  raise  an  amount  adequate  to  erect  a 
pattern  schoolhouse,  capacious  and  convenient,  with  fixtures  and  furniture, 
library  and  apparatus.  Or  let  him  pay  half  the  sum,  which  his  neat  and  splen- 
did vehicle  has  cost  him,  in  which  his  children  are  permitted  to  ride  once  or 
twice  in  a  month,  and  he  will  have  paid  twice  his  proportion  for  similar  accom- 
modations. Why,  then,  should  not  our  schoolhouses  be  fitted  up  with  an  air 
of  comfort  and  convenience?  Why  not  make  them  attractive  and  captivating, 
in  their  external  and  internal  arrangements  ?  in  the  judgment  of  your  com- 
mittee, you  cannot  invest  your  money  in  a  more  profitable  conceru,  even  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view.  With  such  accommodations,  your  teachers  will  be 
more  faithful  and  devoted,  your  children  more  studious,  more  industrious,  and 
more  successful,  and  yourselves  richer,  and  a  thousand  times  better  satisfied 
with  yourselves.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMM1TTEE.--J0HN  Hotchxi5,  Albert  G.  Bsldxs,  Georgx  Fitch, 
Myron  U.  Mattook,  ALr.EN  C.  Mxtcalf. 
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NBWASHFORD,    .  J  ^^^rroTp^Hc  Ltt"^*"'"* ''• 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ag^es  in  ail  the  Schools— Ih  Summer,  62— in  Winter,  62. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  32— in  Winter,  33. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  .16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  74.-—NO.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  16  mths. — ^In  Summer,  10-^In  Winter,  6.  * 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer-<M.    ^-F.  2. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  2 — F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $^  SO— To  Females,  j^ll  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $6  00 — Of  Females,  $5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  jj^H  50— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  indudibg  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $l3St, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  jfllO. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^  .—Income  from  same, ;{[ 

Books  VBRD.^-»Spelling — Webster's  Elementary.  Reading — English  Reader,  National 
Reader,  Introduction  to  do.,  Easy  Lessons.  Grammar— Saiiih's,  Brown^s,  Murray's.  Geog- 
ropA^'— Sniith's,  Olney's  and  Parley's.    .^ri</im«{>c^— Smith's,  DaboH's  and  Emerson's. 

Rkmark. — ^Tiie  interest,  amounting  to  $34  50,  of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  is  ap- 
plied to  the  support  of  schools. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Phinehas  Harmon,  Samuel  T.  Clothier. 


NEW  MARLBORO^,      ^''^Sl^pSsISn:*^''"'*- 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  475. — No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,      w— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 
Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^600. 

(13)  No.  of  onincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5 127  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $2,059  06.— Income  from  same,  $123  54. 

Boors  used.— ffpeUiiVS-- Webster's  Elementary.  Reading— ^n^\i\i  Reader,  National  Pre- 
ceptor, Testament  and  a  variety  of  others.  CrrrtmOTa?^— Murray's,  Greenleaf 's^  Smith's.  Ge- 
o^op/iy— Olney's,  Brinsmade's,  Bailey's.    Arithmttic-^X)dboWSf  Adams',  Smith's,  Colburn's. 

Remarks.^'*  There  are  eleven  districts  in  town,  in  all  of  which  schools 
have  been  kept  both  summer  and  winter,  but  owing  to  a  want  of  information 
which  should  liave  been  communicated  through  the  Registers,  the  committee 
are  wholly  unable  to  answer  the  inquiries."  ^ 

"In  several  of  the  districts  money  has  been  contributed  to  prolong  to 
schools,  but  how  much,  the  committee  have  no  means  of  ascertaining."  ck  of 

The  board  has  been  principally  contributed.    The  interest  (204  78vh  the 
Surplus  Revenue  is  applied  to  the  support  of  schools.  ^^  ^^' 

No  Report  from  School  Committee.  schools. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Levi  Barber^  Oiias  Pike,  Charles  D.  Pai  ;*«*  j>ook8 

'  uelegated  to 
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n TT^  \  ('^  Population,  1,077.    Valuaiioo,  f  118;2S6  00. 

^J--^^} \        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholan  of  ail  ages  io  all  the  School*— lo  Summer,  286— lo  Winter,  286. 

(3)  Average  atteadaiice  hi  the  Scbool^-*In  Summer,  20d>— In  Winter,  169. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  SOd^^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,    . — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Sehool, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  66  mths.— In  Summer,  42->In  Winter,  24. 

(6)  'No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter  7— M.  — F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^23  28— To  Females,  $\%  18. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^^8  00— Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board^Of  Males,  $\b  28— Of  Females,  $6  18. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $S0\, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,       . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  N^o.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,   16.— 'Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  j^96. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .— >Income  from  same,  $ 

Hooks  jJiv,D. ^-Spelling — Webster's.  Reading — English  Reader,  Rhetorical  Reader,  Easy 
Lessons,  Class  Book  of  Nature,  Testament,  National  Preceptor,  Child's  Guide.  Grammar — 
Smiili's,  Murray's,  Brown's.  Geographic — Peler  Parley's,  Olney's,  Malte-Brun's,  Brinsnnade's 
and  Woodbridge's.  Arithmetic — North  American,  Daboll's,  Adams',  Davies'.  AU  oifiers-^ 
Conversations  on  Philosophy  and  Chemistiy,  Chemistry  for  Beginners,  Colbum's  and  Bailey's 
Algebra,  Blake's  Astronomy. 

Remark. — The  proceeds — $129  78 — of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  schools. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Ethan  Allen,  Adonijah  Jones,  Sauijel  Pickett. 


PER  U  \^^^  Population,  656.    Valuation,  ;J142,018  50. 

' t        Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

{%)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  131 — In  Winter,  202. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  102 — In  Winter,  156. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  163. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,    . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  30  mths.  7  days. — In  Summer,  17  21— In  Winter,  22  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — To  Males,  ^20  25— To  Females,  510  89. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ;^6  00— Of  Females,  $5  78. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  %H  25 — Of  Females,  ^5  11. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  suppoit  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 
Q^       Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;^300. 

IQ  t^Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^276  75. 

roitte<>'  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .—Average  No.  of 

pecunirholars,     .-—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

more  far>f  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

more  SUqoIs^  l.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  30. — ^Aggre- 

Wlth  yoii  pj^jj  ^^^  luiiion,  590. 

SCHOOL  '£.Local  Funds,  5  — Income  from  same,  ^22  20. 

Myron  U.  Ma" 
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V 

Books  ussd  — Spdiing — Webster's -Elemenlary.  Reading— ^^\\owt)\  Reader;  Introduction 
to  do.,  Vouug  Reader.  Grammar — Smith's.  Geography — Smith's,  Oliiey's,  Parley's.  Arith- 
metic—Adnm^' ,  Smilh'S;  Colbuni's.  AU  others — History  of  the  U.  S.,  Philosophy,  Logic, 
Watts  on  ihe  Mind. 

Selections  from  Report  *  *  Your  committee  have  endeavored  to  con- 
form strictly,  to  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  to  fulfil,  to  the  best  of 
their  ability,  the  several  duties  devolving  upon  them,  in  their  official  capacity. 
From  the  first,  have  they  been  aware  of  the  high  responsibility  resting  upon 
them.  The  subject  of  education  is  one  of  vast  importance,  and  is  deservedly 
receiving  much  attention  at  the  present  day.  Many  of  the  States  in  our  Union 
are  awake  to  it,  and  are  making  laudable  efforts  to  advance  this  cause,  through- 
out their  several  jurisdictions.  This  is  as  it  should  be ;  and  especially  their  ex- 
ertions to  elevate  and  render  more  efficient,  primary  schools.  In  these  schools, 
is  laid  the  basis  of  a  thorough,  or  of  a  defective  education.  No  schools  of  a 
higher  order  will,  or  can,  entirely  remedy  the  evils  of  superficial  and  incorrect 
training,  in  our  primary  schools.  And,  besides,  many  children  never  enjoy 
privileges  of  education  beyond  those  furnished  by  these  schools.  Never  was  a 
greater  or  more  ruinous  mistake  made,  upon  a  subject  of  this  nature,  than  the 
very  common  one,  that  almost  any  teacher  will  answer  for  small  children,  if 
a  teacher  of  thorough  education,  of  a  well-balanced  and  disciplined  muid,  of 
pleasing  address,  of  a  talent  for  communicating  instruction  and  for  command- 
in*r  obedience,  is  wanted  in  any  department  of  education,  it  is  in  the  primary 
school.  At  the  outset,  children  should  be  taught  to  form  habits  of  thought,  to 
depend  upon  themselves,  and  not  upon  each  other,  nor  upon  books  or  teachers, 
entirely.  If  trained  to  it,  they  will  reason  correctly  on  many  subjects  at  an 
early  age,  will  readily  discover  the  analogy  between  one  thing  and  another,  and 
will  a()ply  rules  for  the  formation  of  words,  their  agreement  and  governirient, 
and  the  construction  of  easy  sentences.  A  mistake  in  the  education  of  the 
child,  will  probably  be  found  to  be  a  mistake  in  the  education  of  the  man. 
The  best  of  teachers  should,  therefore,  be  furnished  for  children.  It  is  misera- 
ble economy,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  evils  resulting  from  such  a  course,)  to  employ 
incompetent  teachers,  because  they  can  be  had  cheap,  and  because  children 
are  the  pupils. 

You  will  sometimes  hear  it  said,  that  such  an  individual  will  answer  for  such 
a  school  ;~the  scholars  are  backward.  So  they  will  continue  to  be  as  long  as 
such  a  sentiment  prevails,  and  fiarents  practice  accordingly.  No  poorly  quali- 
fied teacher  will  place  a  backward  school  upon  a  respectable  standing.   *   *    * 

Cheap  teachers  for  schools  is  the  cry  with  many.  Parents  do  not  conduct  in 
this  manner,  as  to  any  other  branch  of  education.  They  do  not  send  their  sons 
to  a  novice  to  be  taught  mechanics,  to  a  mere  ferry^nan  to  be  taught  naviga- 
tion, nor  to  a  petty  grocer  to  be  taught  merchandize.  In  these  things  "they  act 
wisely.  Why  not  be  guided  by  the  same  practical  wisdom,  in  the  employment 
of  school  teachers?  Is  not  correct  instruction  in  science,  as  important  as  cor- 
rect instruction  in  mechanics  ? 

i\nything,  almost,  for  a  school-room.  Farmers  do  not  think  of  shutting  up 
their  calves,  or  their  latnbs,  in  a  hen-coop  or  a  pig  sty.  These  must  have 
good  shelter,  and  space  enough.  But  their  children  may  be  crowded  together, 
well  nigh  like  negroes  in  a  slave-ship,  and  generally  upon  seats  far  elevated' 
from  the  floor ;  as  though  a  lofty  position  of  the  body,  ensured  elevation  of  in- 
tellect, and  a  manly  deportment.  If  any  apartment  on  earth  ought  to  be  spa- 
cious, airy  and  tasteful,  it  is  the  school  room.  It  is  absolutely  a  wonder,  that 
every  child  attending  school  six  months  in  the  year,  in  ordinary  country  school- 
bouses,  does  not  die  with  the  consumption  before  ten  years  of  age.  For  the 
sake  of  the  saving  of  a  few  dollars,  in  the  expense  of  erecting  and  furnishing  a 
house  of  good  dimensions,  and  well  ventilated,  parents  subject  their  children  to 
permanent  disadvantage,  as  to  their  studies,  and  expose  them  to  the  attack  of 
disease.  When  will  parents  learn  to  combine  pleasure  and  comfort,  with  the 
studies  of  their  children,  that  the  schoolhouse  may  be  to  them  a  place  of  de- 
light, and  not  of  dread  ?    *    »    * 

The  committee  think  that  too  many  kinds  of  books  are  used  in  the  schools. 
The  statute,  indeed,  gives  to  the  committee  authority  to  determine  what  books 
shall  be  used ;  but  they  have  not  hitherto  used  the  authority  thus  delegated  to 
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them.  Tbey  would  recommend,  that  a  selection  be  made  of  the  hooka  now 
uaed,  and  that  there  should  be  a  uniformity  in  all  the  schools  of  the  town. 
Doubtless  the  committee  for  the  present  year,  would  cheerfully  make  the  se- 
lection, if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  tlie  people ;  and  as  nothing  can  be  done  to  ad- 
vantage without  tlieir  hearty  cooperation,  probably  an  expression  of  ieeling 
upon  this  subject  would  relieve  them  of  much  embarrassment  Give  them 
such  cooperation,  and  we  trust  that  the  cause  of  primary  education  will  go  on- 
ward in  efficiency  and  usefulness,  and  that  our  children  will  become  the  orna- 
ments of  society  and  the  benefactors  of  the  world.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMM1TTEE.-J08XFH  Ksioht,  Edwih  T.  Nash,  Silas  B.  Bottuh. 


PITTSFIELD  Ul)  Population, 3^76.    Valuation,  ^643,944 75. 

'        '       *        ?        Number  of  Public  Schools,  17/ 

(2)  No.  of  Scholarg  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  746^In  Winter,  763. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  493 — In  Winter,  584. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  982.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  37. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  68. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  141  mths.  14  days. — In  Summer,  73  7— In  Winter,  68  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  17.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  10— F.  8. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  j[26  69 — To  Females,  ^11  98. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $1 54— Of  Females.  $b  70. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  boaid — Of  Males,  ^19  15 — Of  Females,  ^6  28. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  52,700. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^91. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .-—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  30.— 'Average  No.  of  Scholars,  53.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^3,000. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5        .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — Webster's  Elementary,  Hazen's  Speller  and  Definer,  Webster's 
and  Walker's  Dictionary.  i2ea</ing— National,  Introduction  to  National,  Young  Reader, 
Child's  Guide,  Potter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  New  Testament,  Murray's  Reader,  Parley's  Book 
of  Histor}',  Goodrich's  and  Hale's  History.  Grammar— Hm'iih^s.  Geography—^ntilWs,  OI- 
ney's,  Parley's,  Village,  Malte-Urun's.  ^rt7Ame<ic— Smith's,  Davies',  Daboil's,  Emerson's, 
Colburn's.  AU  o</itfr«— Comstock's  and  Blake's  Philosophy,  Andrews  and  Stoddard's  Latin 
Grammar,  Latin  Readef,  Latin  Lessons,  Ainsworth's  Latin  Dictionary,  Viri  Komse,  Cspsar's 
Commentaries,  Cicero's  Select  Orations,  Virgil,  Sallust,  Goodrich's  Greek  Grammar,  Jacob's 
Greek  Reader,  Day's  Algebra,  Leveretl's  Lexicon,  Groves'  and  Donnegan's  Greek  do ,  Watts 
oo  the  Mind. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  sub-committee,  on  the  examinatioa 
of  teachers,  have  given  certificajtes  of  approval,  m  duplicate,  to  twenty-seven 
persons,  all  of  whom  httve  been  employed  in  the  several  districts  of  the  town. 
In  one  instance,  they  have  been  constrained  by  circumstances,  to  give  the 
usual  certificates  to  a  teacher  after  the  commencement  of  his  school ;  and,  as 
an  argument  to  enforce  the  impropriety  of  this  course  and  prevent  its  repetition, 
it  shopld  he  stated,  that,  in  this  instance,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  his  employment 
has  been  attended  with  but  a  small  amount  of  benefit  to  the  district    *    *    * 

]n  the  division  of  the  money,  ($300 J  submitted  to  this  committee  for  their 
disposal,  "  to  be  distributed  amon^  the  districts  where  most  needed,"  according 
to  the  vote  of  the  town,  *  *  it  was  decided,  that  the  districts,  who  had 
made  the  greatest  efforts  to  sustain  the  interests  of  education  in  tiieir  own 
schools,  and  had  been  most  successful  therein,  should  receive  a  corresponding 
aid  from  the  provisions  of  this  fund.  For  the  better  guidance  of  the  committee, 
in  this  respect,  every  school  in  the  town  was  visited^  except  the  Shakers,  and 
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earefdlly  examined  by  8ub-9ominitteeB  in  January.  The  points  chiefly  inquired 
into,  were  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  in  learning,  the  nifmber  of  scnolars 
then  and  previously  in  attendance,  the  length  of  the  summer  school,  the  aid 
furnished  by  the  district  in  the  way.  of  fuel  for  the  school  and  board  for  the 
teacher,  in  addition  to  the  money  granted  by  the  town.    *    *    * 

In  their  desire  to  carry  out  efficiently  the  design  with  which  the  care  and  su- 
pervision of  the  schools  in  the  town  were  placed  in  their  charge,  the  committee 
have  considered  it  advisable  to  improve  upon  some  suggestions,  that  have  been 
made  in  the  former  annual  reports,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  schoolhouses. 
It  will  be  at  once  acknowledged,  that  the  place,  where  the  benefits  of  education 
are  to  be  imparted  and  received,  should  be  thoroughly  adapted,  in  all  practica- 
ble respects,  to  complete  its  design  in  promoting  the  convenience  of  the  teacher 
for  communicating  instruction,  and  for  the  oversight  and  government  of  his 
charge ;  and  equally  so  for  their  comfort,  quiet  and  health.  Much  of  the  labor 
of  the  instructer  is  lost,  from  a  neglect  in  the  construction,  or  the  finishing,  of 
the  buildings  where  it  is  bestowed.  Ill-arranged  seats  may  give  the  wayward 
and  mischievous  part  of  a  school  the  opportunity  to  be  idle,  whispering,  or 
playful,  unless  his  attention  be  constantly  directed  to  the  preservation  of  order, 
while  equally  important  and  more  necessary  duties  are  passed  by,  or  are  but 
imperfectly  performed ;  and  where  scholars,  too,  are  sufifering  and  even  shud- 
dering, with  cold  foct  or  hands,  from  a  needless  circulation  of  cold  air,  admitted 
through  openings  in  the  floors,  at  the  windows  and  doors,  and  even  the  sides 
of  the  house,  they  may,  indeed,  go  through  the  daily  routine  of  reading,  writing, 
reciting  and  the  like ;  but  the  work  is  mechanical.  The  organs  and  members 
of  the  body  accomplish  their  appointed  task.  But  there  is  no  proper  exercise 
of  the  mind,  to  bring  home  to  itself  the  expected  implrovement ;  because  its  ex- 
ercise is  mainly  limited  to  bearing  the  uneasiness,  and  perhaps  the  actual  suf- 
ferings, of  the  body.  Similar  remarks  will  also  well  apply  to  the  excessive  heat, 
which  is  sometimes  endured  in  the  schools  of  the  summer,  and  which  might  be 
partly  remedied  in  time,  hy  planting  trees,  designed  for  shading.    *    *    * 

In  the  visits  which  the  committee  have  made,  the  inquiry  propose<l  itself, 
whether  the  number  of  districts  might  not  be  diminished  with  a  good  efliect. 
In  some  instances,  where  a  district  has  but  a  small  number  of  scholars  and  a 
proportionally  small  amount  of  money  to  be  expended  therein,  there  might  be 
the  gain  of  much  benefit,  without  an  equally  corresponding  loss  or  inconven- 
ience, by  the  union  of  another  small  adjacent  district  therewith.  The  expe- 
rience elsewhere  has  been,  that  sums  of  money,  less  than  one  hundred  dollars 
for  a  district,  are  too  small  to  be  expended  advantageously.    *    *    * 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  summer  schools  should  be  good,  eminently 
good,  if  possible,  in  order  that  they  may  prepare  for  a  corresponding  excellence 
in  the  winter  schools.    •    *    * 

The  condition  of  the  schools  may,  in  general  terms,  be  pronounced  to  have 
been  good.  The  state  of  the  roads,  from  unusual  snows,  has  prevented  the 
regular  attendance  desirable,  and  this  has  been  an  injury ;  though  it  cannot  be 
considered  that  all  the  absences,  noted  on  the  registers,  are  to  be  attributed  to 
this  cause.  In  some  cases,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  negligence  or  indifference 
has  prevailed  over  the  claims* of  the  school.  But,  without  doubt,  the  great  in- 
terests of  education*  and  good  behavior  have  been  sustained  and  carried  for- 
ward ;  and  benefits,  thus  gained,  give  a  prospect  of  greater  benefits  in  the  fu- 
ture. They  need  to  be  well  appreciated,  and  the  means  thereof  to  be  well 
supplied  and  guarded,  lest  our  present  gains  be  exchanged  for  future  losses.  *  * 

The  committee  have  been  gratified  to  find  that  the  New  Testament  has  been 
daily  used,  as  a  reading  book,  in  all  the  districts,  and  they  would  cherish  the 
hope  that  some  benefit  has  thus  accrued,  in  carrying  out  the  design  of  the  law, 
that  recommends  the  inculcation  in  our  Common  Schools,  of  **  the  principles 
of  piety,  justice,  and  a.  sacred  regard  to  truth,  and  other  virtues  that  are  the 
ornaments  of  human  society."  Much  more  might  be  done,  towards  making 
these  nurseries  of  the  young  to  be  seminaries  of  good  morals,  as  well  as  sound 
learning,  by  the  use  of  such  methods  of  instruction  as  would  be  judiciously 
adapted  for  this  purpose.  But  as  yet,  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way,  which 
time  and  experience  and  otfier  means,  may  eventually  overcome,  nevertheless 
teachers  can  exert  much  good  influence^  in  checking  the  faults  of  profanity. 
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indecency,  fijaehood,  and  other  too  common  fiuiUs  and  vicee  among  the  young, 

jand  in  encouraging  the  opposite  virtues. 

With  respect  to  writing,  which  in  some  of  •  the  largest  schools  has  not  been 
on  an  equality  of  attainment  with  the  others,  the  committee  suggest  the  propri- 
ety of  establishing  a  requisition,  that  a  specific  portion  of  time,  each  day,  be 
appropriated  to  this  important  acquirement  The  fear  is  entertained,  that  it  is 
now  more  generally  neglected  than  any  of  the  branches  required  to  be  taught 
in  our  Public  Schools,  while  other  branches,  not  as  necessary,  have  received  the 
attention  that  ought  to  have  been  applied  here. 

They  would  again,  also,  call  the  attention  of  parents  and  guardians  of  the 
young,  to  the  ^reat  duty  of  cherishing  and  exhibiting  an  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  success  of  the  schools,  in  their  respective  districts.  The  apathy  and  negli- 
gence which  have  prevailed  in  time  past,  upon  this  subject,  and  is  still  too  ex- 
tensive, has  in  some  measure  been  broken  up ;  and  it  will  be  found  to  hold 
true,  that  where  the  due  interest  is  maintained,  and  where  it  is  shown  by  visit- 
ing the  school,  by  acting  for  its  credit  aiid  respectability,  rather  than  for  its  dis- 
praise and  injury,  by  sustaining  the  authority  of  the  teacher,  in  avoiding  to  speak 
to  his  disparagement  in  presence  of  his  scholars,  and  by  efforts,  even  self-deny- 
ing efforts,  to  promote  its  utmost  prosperity  and  influence, — in  these  cases,  the 
results  have  been  the  most  propitious  and  encouraging.  In  several  of  the  dis- 
tricts,^parents  and  otheis  have  attended  the  examinations  with  the  committee, 
much  to  their  gratification,  and  the  benefit  of  the  schools,  it  is  also  of  great 
importance,  that  the  prudential  comriiittees  contract  with  teachers  of  experi- 
ence, and  established  reputation  for  skill  and  discretion,  and  the  like  qualifica- 
tions of  which  the  examining  committee  can  but  imperfectly  judge,  in  the  brief 
time  allowed  them  to  make  inquiry.  And  by  engaging  the  same  teacher,  where 
practicable,  for  a  succession  of  terms,  they  will  do  much  to  prevent  an  atten- 
tion, year  after  year,  to  the  same  parts  of  the  Kcholar's  studies,  which  often 
mukes  the  lal)ors  of  one  term  to  be  but  little  more  than  a  review  of  the  studies 
of  the  preceding  term.  It  is  also  important,  that  scholars  should  be  made  to 
attend  on  the  day  of  the  final  examination.  If  they  are  permitted  to  think  that 
absence  will  be  allowed  them,  they  will  be  sure  not  to  be  stimulated  to 
make  the  same  exertion,  as  if  they  foresaw  that  they  should  not  be  re- 
leased from  this  inquiry  into  their  progress ;  and,  therefore,  less  improvement 
will  be  realized.  It  has  been  a  source  of  regret,  in  some  instances,  to  find  the 
number  in  attendance  at  this  examination  less  than  the  reported  average,  and 
upon  inquiry,  to  find  the  probable  cause  of  some  part  of  this  deficiency,  to  be  a 
permission,  received  at  home,  to  be  absent  on  this  occasion. 

The  importance,  which  is  now  becoming  more  and  more  attached  to  the 
efforts  to  improve  the  fneans  of  education,  by  sustaining  and  elevating  our 
Common  Schools,  to  the  highest  rank  that  they  may  be  capalile  of  attaining, 
may  be  here  pleaded  in  apology  for  the  length  of  this  report ;  for  it  is  believed 
that  no  subject  can  ordinarily  come  before  £e  town,  in  their  annual  meetings, 
of  more  durable  value  and  interest,  than  the  one  that  is  destined  to  prepare  our 
oflspring  to  take  our  places,  in  our  relations  to  society;  to  act  well  their  part, 
and  then  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  moral  worth,  the  ripe  intelligence,  and  vir- 
tuous influence  that  we  would  gladly  see  forming  knd  flourishing  in  them-  To 
secure  such  a  beneficent  result,  we  must  devote  a  due  share  of  our  talents,  our 
substance,  and  our  time  ;  and  before  we  can  send  down  to  our  children,  and 
our  children's  children,  the  richest  of  all  legacies,  in  an  educated,  moral  and 
religious  intelligence,  *<  wisdom  and  knowledge  must  be  the  stability  of  ou& 
times,  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord  must  be  oua  treasure."    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— H.  M.  Brirsmade,  Edward  Sandt,  Edward  JBallard, 
HosEA  Marvill,  Jr.,  Edward  A.  Newtok,  David  S.  Francis. 


R TPHMO NH  J  ^^^  Population,  820.    Valuation,  ^  196,41 8  50. 

'      *       *       *        C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  ia  all  the  Schools— *In  Summer,  159 — Id  Winter,  S!06. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Scboolt— In  Summer,  117-rIo  Winter,  109. 
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(4)  No.  of  penons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  217.^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  11. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  9. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  40  mths.  7  days.—- In  Summer,  23  21— In  Winter,  16  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  5.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^19  50 — To  Females,  $12  57. 
{S)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00.— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ;^12  50— Of  Females,  $6  37. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $200, 
{U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  £319  76. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .^^Aggregaie  of  months  kept,      . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $        *  ' 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6j|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  79. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  j[44. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  U8BD.—£lpe//ing^— Webster's.  Reading^^Young  Reader,  Testament,  Parley's  Histo- 
ry, English,  Rhetorical  and  National  Readers.  Crrairuiuu'— Smith's  and  Murray's.  Geogra^ 
phy — ^rarley's,  Olney's  and  Mahe-Brun's. 

Selections  from  Report.  Your  conainittee  commenced  their  duty,  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  do  all  in  their  power,  to  promote  the  cause  of  education,  and 
establish  the  schools  upon  such  principles,  as  would  tend  to  elevate  their  char* 
acter,  and  make  them  what  the  law  intends  they  shall  be ;  and  they  anticipated 
the  united  exertions  of  the  prudential  committees,  and  the  parents  in  the  seve- 
ral districts,  to  assist  and  advise  with  them ;  but  they  regret  to  state,  that,  in 
that  respect,  they  were  greatly  disappointed.  Jt  must  be  evident  to  every  re- 
flecting niind,  that  it  is  on  our  Common  Schools^  that  we  must  chiefly  depend, 
for  our  character  as  a  nation  ;  it  is  in  them,  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  our  pop- 
ulation receive  their  entire  education ;  it  is  there  impressions  are  made,  and  hab- 
its formed,  which  will  attend  litem,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  through  life. 
How  necessary,  then,  that  suitable  teachers  should  be  provided,  and  the  best 
materials  furnished,  that  a  substantial  and  permanent  foundation  should  be 
laid  in  the  beginning.  It  is  a  mistaken  idea,  that  many  persons  entertain,  that 
any  one  will  do  to  teach  young  beginners;  it  has  been  the  ruin  of  thousands; 
•bad  habits  in  reading,  spelling  and  pronunciation  are,  like  all  other  bad  habits, 
easily  acquired,  but  hard  to  be  obliterated  and  forsaken.  Many  a  good  in- 
structer  has  had  to  spend  more  titne  in  correcting  bad  habits,  and  preparing 
the  pupil  to  begin  to  learn,  than  it  would  have  required  to  have  begun  at  the 
alphabet  and  made  a  good  reader  of  him.  It  is  evident,  that  the  schools  in  this 
town  have  been  depreciating  for  several  years ;  and  many  of  the  inhabitants 
declare,  that  they  are  not  equal  to  what  they  were  twenty  years  ago.  There 
are  many  causes  for  this  change,  some  of  which  we  will  attempt  to  enumerate. 
Many  of  our  more  wealthy  families  send  their  children  abroad ;  others  send 
theirs  to  a  select  school ;  and  there  has  been  as  niuch  moiiey  ex{)ended  in  that 
way,  the  last  year,  as  would  have  maintained  as  good  a  school,  in  each  district, 
as  has  been  kept  during  that  time.  And,  had  the  amount  of  the  public  money, 
with  the  school  fund,  and  the  other  expenses  paid  by  the  several  districts 
been  added  together,  a  teacher  might  have  been  furnished  for  each  district, 
for  the  whole  year,  competent  to  have  given  the  children  as  good  a  course  of 
instruction,  as  they  received,  where  they  were  sent,  and  their  other  scholars 
would  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  it ;  but,  for  want  of  funds,  experienced 
teachers  cannot  be  obtained.  Young  persons,  who  have  never  taught  before, 
are  generally  employed  at  low  wages ;  most  of  whom,  although,  on  examination, 
they  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  literary  qualifications,  yet  when  placed  in  school, 
have  not  sufficient  energy  to  establish  order,  and  pursue  a  systematic  course  of 
instruction.  £ach  scholar  is  permitted,  in  a  measure,  to  exercise  his  own  dis- 
cretion, as  to  what  study  he  will  pursue ;  and  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic 
are  too  much  neglected ;  and,  at  the  close  of  the  term»  the  coounittee  (and  par- 
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iDdecency,  ^sehood,  and  other  too  common  fkuXta  «nd  vicee  among  the  young, 
^and  in  encouraging  the  opposite  virtues. 

With  respect  to  writing,  which  in  some  of  the  largest  schools  has  not  been 
on  an  equality  of  attainment  with  the  others,  the  committee  suggest  the  propri- 
ety of  establishhjg  a  requisition,  that  a  specific  portion  of  time,  each  day,  be 
appropriated  to  this  important  acquirement  The  fear  is  entertained,  that  it  is 
now  more  generally  neglected  than  any  of  the  branches  required  to  be  taught 
in  our  Public  Schools,  while  other  branches,  not  as  necessary,  have  received  the 
attention  that  ought  to  have  been  applied  here. 

They  would  again,  also,  call  the  attention  of  parents  and  guardians  of  the 
young,  to  the  great  duty  of  cherishing  and  exhibiting  an  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  success  of  the  schools,  in  their  respective  districts.  The  apathy  and  negli- 
gence which  have  prevailed  in  time  past,  upon  this  subject,  and  is  still  too  ex- 
tensive, has  in  some  measure  been  broken  up ;  and  it  will  be  found  to  hold 
true,  that  where  the  due  interest  is  maintained,  and  where  it  is  shown  by  visit- 
ing the  school,  by  acting  for  its  credit  and  respectability,  rather  than  for  ita  dis- 
praise and  injury,  by  sustaining  the  authority  of  the  teacher,  in  avoiding  to  speak 
to  his  disparagement  in  presence  of  his  scholars,  and  by  efforts,  even  self-deny- 
ing efforts,  to  promote  its  utmost  prosperity  and  influence, — in  these  cases,  the 
results  have  been  the  most  propitious  and  encouraging.  In  several  of  the  dis- 
tricts,''parents  and  othev  have  attended  the  examinations  with  the  committee, 
much  to  their  gratification,  and  the  benefit  of  the  schools,  it  is  also  of  great 
importance,  that  the  prudential  comiiiittees  contract  with  teachers  of  experi- 
ence, and  established  reputation  for  skill  and  discretion,  and  the  like  qualifica- 
tions of  which  the  examining  committee  can  but  imperfectly  judge,  in  the  brief 
time  allowed  them  to  make  inquiry.  And  by  engaging  the  same  teacher,  where 
practicable,  for  a  succession  of  terms,  they  will  do  much  to  prevent  an  atten- 
tion, year  after  year,  to  the  same  parts  of  the  Kcholur^s  studies,  which  often 
makes  the  labors  of  one  term  to  be  but  little  moi*e  than  a  review  of  the  studies 
of  the  preceding  term.  It  is  also  important,  that  scholars  should  be  made  to 
attend  on  the  day  of  the  final  examination.  If  they  are  permitted  to  think  that 
absence  will  be  allowed  them,  they  will  be  sure  not  to  be  stimulated  to 
make  the  same  exertion,  as  if  they  foresaw  that  they  should  not  be  re- 
leased from  this  inquiry  into  their  progress ;  and,  therefore,  less  improvement 
will  be  realized.  It  has  been  a  source  of  regret,  in  some  instances,  to  find  the 
number  in  attendance  at  this  examination  less  than  the  reported  average,  and 
upon  inquiry,  to  find  the  probable  cause  of  some  part  of  this  deficiency,  to  be  a 
pertni:»sion,  received  at  home,  to  be  absent  on  this  occasion. 

The  importance,  which  is  now  becoming  more  and  more  attached  to  the 
efforts  to  improve  the  nieans  of  education,  by  sustaining  and  elevating  our 
Common  Schools,  to  the  highest  rank  that  they  may  be  capable  of  attaining, 
may  be  here  pleaded  in  apology  for  the  length  of  this  report ;  for  it  is  believed 
that  no  subject  can  ordinarily  come  before  the  town,  in  their  annual  meeting!?, 
of  more  durable  value  and  interest,  than  the  one  that  is  destined  to  prepare  our 
offspring  to  take  our  places,  in  our  relations  to  society ;  to  act  well  their  part, 
and  then  to  transmit  to  ])osterity  the  moral  worth,  the  ripe  intelligence,  and  vir- 
tuous influence  that  we  would  gladly  see  forming  find  flourishing  in  them.  To 
secure  such  a  beneficent  result,  we  must  devote  a  due  share  of  our  talents,  our 
substance,  and  our  time  ;  and  before  we  can  send  down  to  our  children,  and 
our  children's  children,  the  richest  of  all  legacies,  in  an  educated,  moral  and 
religious  intelligence,  '*  wisdom  and  knowledge  must  be  the  stability  of  ona 
times,  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord  must  be  our  treasure."    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTEE.'H.  M.  Brirsmade,  Edward  Sandt,  Edward  Ballard, 
HosEA  Marvill,  Jr.,  Edward  A.  Newton,  David  S.  Francis. 


RICHMOND  \  ^^^  Populalron,  820.    Valuation,  ^(196,418  50. 

'      *       *       *        C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  a^cs  in  all  the  Schools—In  Summer,  }59 — Id  Winter,  !S06. 

(3)  Average  attendaace  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  117-rlD  Winter,  109. 
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(4)  No.  of  penoDS  between  4  aad'16  yean  of  age  in  the  town,  217.— No.  of  persons  ander  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  11.— -No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  9. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  40  mths.  7  days. — ^In  Summer,  23  21->In  Winter,  16  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  5. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— -M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  519  50 — ^To  Females,  glZ  37. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1  CO.— C)f  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $12  50 — Of  Females,  $6  37. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  52d0. 
^11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  £319  76. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  niimber  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  S        *  ' 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6^.^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  79. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  • — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  usBD.-*£lpe//tng^— Webster's.  Readinff^Yaung  Reader,  Testament,  Parley's  Histo- 
ry, English,  Rhetorical  and  National  Readers.  GramiTiar— Smith's  and  Murray's.  Geogra^ 
phy — ^Parley's,  Olney's  and  Maiie-Bruu's. 

Selections  from  Report.  Your  committee  commenced  their  duty,  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  do  all  in  their  power,  to  promote  the  cause  of  education,  and 
establish  the  schools  upon  such  principles,  as  would  tend  to  elevate  their  char- 
acter, and  make  them  what  the  law  intends  they  shall  be ;  and  they  anticipated 
the  united  exertions  of  the  prudential  committees,  and  the  parents  in  the  seve- 
ral districts,  to  assist  and  advise  with  them;  but  they  regret  to  state,  that,  in 
that  respect,  they  were  greatly  disappointed.  It  must  be  evident  to  every  re- 
flecting mind,  that  it  is  on  our  Common  Schools^  that  we  must  chiefly  depend, 
for  our  character  as  a  nation ;  it  is  in  them,  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  our  pou- 
ulation  receive  their  entire  education ;  it  is  there  impressions  are  made,  and  hab- 
its formed,  which  will  attend  iliem,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  through  life. 
How  necessary,  then,  that  suitable  teachers  should  be  provided,  and  the  best 
materials  furnished,  that  a  substantial  and  permanent  foundation  should  be 
laid  in  the  beginning.  It  is  a  mistaken  idea,  that  many  persons  entertain,  that 
any  one  will  do  to  teach  young  beginners;  it  has  been  the  ruin  of  thousands; 
bad  habits  in  reading,  spelling  and  pronunciation  are,  like  all  other  bad  habits, 
easily  acquired,  but  hard  to  be  obliterated  and  forsaken.  Many  a  good  in- 
structer  has  had  to  spend  more  time  in  correcting  bad  habits,  and  preparing 
the  pupil  to  begin  to  learn,  than  it  would  have  required  to  have  begun  at  the 
alphabet  and  made  a  good  reader  of  him.  It  is  evident,  that  the  schools  in  this 
town  have  been  depreciating  for  several  years ;  and  many  of  the  inhabitants 
declare,  that  they  are  not  equal  to  what  they  were  twenty  years  ago.  There 
are  many  causes  for  this  change,  some  of  which  we  will  attempt  to  enumerate. 
Many  of  our  more  wealthy  families  send  their  children  abroad ;  others  send 
theirs  to  a  select  school ;  and  there  has  been  as  much  money  expended  in  that 
way,  the  last  year,  as  would  have  maintaiiled  as  good  a  school,  in  each  district, 
as  has  been  kept  during  that  time.  And,  had  the  amount  of  the  public  money, 
with  the  school  fund,  and  the  other  expenses  paid  by  the  several  districts 
been  added  together,  a  teacher  might  have  been  furnished  for  each  district, 
for  the  whole  year,  competent  to  have  given  the  children  as  good  a  course  of 
instruction,  as  they  received,  where  they  were  sent,  and  their  other  scholars 
would  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  it ;  but,  for  want  of  funds,  experienced 
teachers  cannot  be  obtained.  Young  persons,  who  have  never  taught  before, 
are  generally  employed  at  low  wages ;  most  of  whom,  although,  on  examination, 
they  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  literary  qualifications,  yet  when  placed  in  school, 
have  not  sufficient  energy  to  establish  order,  and  pursue  a  systematic  course  of 
instruction.  Each  scholar  is  permitted,  in  a  measure,  to  exercise  his  own  dis- 
cretion, as  to  what  study  he  will  pursue ;  and  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic 
are  too  much  neglected ;  and,  at  the  elose  of  the  term,  the  committee  (and  pur- 
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epta,  if  any  of  them  feel  interested  enough  to  attend,)  are  called  upon  t  ^^'  4 
to  a  chaste  composition,  evidently  the  production  of  the  teacher,  or  copud, 
with  little  variation,  from  some  popular  author,  or  hear  a  good  recitation  in 
geography,  astronomy,  or  philosophy,  and  perhaps  chemistry, — which  make  a 
sad  appearance  in  connection  with  bad  spelling,  bad  reading,  and  carelessly 
written,  illegible  copy-books.    *    •    • 

Another  cause,  why  your  schools  depreciate,  is  to  be  found  in  the  prac- 
tice of  changing  teachers  every  season.  For  several  years  past,  none  of  your 
schools  have  had  the  same  teacher  two  terms  in  succession.  It  is  necessary, 
for  the  proper  government  of  a  school,  that  the  teacher  should  understand  the 

general  dispositions  of  the  scholars  and  their  attainments,  in  order  to  classify 
lem  to  advantage.  This  will  require  some  time.  It  will,  also,  require  some 
time  for  the  scholars  to  become  acquainted  with  the  teacher,  so  that  they  feel 
easy  in  his  presence,  and  can  approach  him  with  confidence.  Now,  nearly  all 
this  time  is  lost  at  the  beginning  of  every  school,  so  long  as  you  continue  to 
change  your  teacher  every  season.  When  a  teacher  can  be  obtained,  who  can 
secure  the  confidence  of  the  parents,  and  the  affection  of  his  pupils,  he  should  be 
retained,  although  you  have  to  increase  his  wages  one  hal^  the  advantages  of 
this  course  would  soon  be  perceived  and  acknowledged  by  all.  The  meeting 
of  the  scholars  and  teacher,  at  the  commencement  of  every  term,  would  resem- 
ble that  of  a  fond  parent,  returning  to  the  bosom  of  his  family,  after  a  long 
absence.  After  mutual  congratulations,  each  would  repair  to  the  post  assigned 
him,  and  take  up  his  work  m>ra  the  place  where  he  left  it,  pursue  his  studies 
with  diligence,  and  do  more  in  one  term,  and  do  it  better,  than  is  now  done  in 
two.  But,  afler  all,  the  best  teachers  can  do  but  little,  without  the  cooperation 
of  parents ;  and  the  principal  cause  of  all  the  evils  attributed  to  our  Common 
Schools,  may  be  traced  to  the  injudicious  interference  of  whimsical,  discon- 
tented parents,  who  do  not  govern  their  children  at  home,  and  are  not  willing 
they  should  be  restrained  at  school ;  who  listen,  with  too  much  credulity,  to 
their  exaggerated  reports  respecting  their  teachers,  and  frequently  withdraw 
them  from  school,  without  sufficient  cause,  and  asperse  the  reputation  of  the 
teacher,  when,  if  they  would  but  institute  an  impartial  inquiry,  they  would  dis- 
cern, that  he  merited  their  thanks  and  approbation,  rather  than  ill  usage.  *  *  * 

.    SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.—Eber  L.  Clark,  Luther  GRiFFiero,  John  C.  Bacon. 


SANDISFIELD,  .    .     <(>)P«P"'««i«».».«'-  v.'7'i»«.«33S^oo. 

'  I .     Namber  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  272— In  Winter,  374. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  189^In  Winter,  254. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  846.-^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  7.— No.  over  16-  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  54. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  94  mths.— In  Summer,  61  14— In  Winter,  42  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.   — F.  14.»-No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^20  85-i-To  Females,  5IO  55. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  jfS  00— Of  Females,  $5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^14  85— Of  Females,  $5  55. 

(10)  .Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  |[191. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6.— ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  18.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^108, 

(14)  Ajnount  of  Local  Funds,  gl^  00.— Income  from  lame,  gTt  00. 
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<^)  '  ^%VBja>^^8pelHfiS^WebB^r'i.  Readu^^EMy  Lestons^  Smuel  to  do.,  Testameoi, 
rib)ioiia]  Preceptor.  Urammar^-^miiWs.  6rec^apAy^01ney's,  SmitffSt  Parlev'g.  Arithme- 
lie— Smithes,  Adams',  Daboirs,  Colburn's.  All  others~~Uistory  of  the  U.  S.,  Blake's  Philoso- 
phy, Histo^  of  Connecticut,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 

SELECTioNd  FROM  Report.  *  *  It  is  ohe  of  the  chief  doried  of  this  Com- 
monwealth that  it  has  exercised  an  ever  wakeful  care  over  tlie  interests  of  edu- 
cation. The  existence  of  this  laudable  spirit  we  may  trace  back  to  the  original 
founders  of  our  present  institutions, — our  puritan  ancestors.  With  a  far-reach- 
ing sagacity,  possessed  by  few  others,  they  saw  that  their  object  could  not  be 
accomplishea,  of  forming  a  virtuous  and  happy  community,  should  the  proper 
education  of  the  rising  generation  be  neglected.  To  secure  this  result, — to  give 
education  Us  yndest  pomble  diffusion  at  the  least  possible  expense,  the  system  of 
Common  Schools  was  adopted,  and  it  has  continued  in  operation  to  the  present 
time. 

Within  a  few  yeisurs  past,  a  growing  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  sub- 
ject entrusted  to  the  special  supervision  of  your '  committee.  A  Board  of 
education  has  been  appointed,  to  form  a  centre  of  influence,  and  to  perform, 
towards  our  Common  Schools,  the  same  office  that  the  heart  does  to  the  body, 
diffusing  through  it  life  and  vigor*  By  a  recent  law,  it  is  also  made  the  duty  of 
the  committees,  appointed  by  the  respective  towns  in  this  Com nioti wealth,  to 
present  a  written  report  of  the  state  of  the  schools  under  their  care,  in  ''  open 
town  meeting,"  selections  from  which  are  embodied  in  a  public  document  and 
scattered  through  the  community, — a  measure,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be 
without  its  beneficial  influence  upon  the  cause  of  education.    *    •    • 

Every  parent,  doubtless,  expects  that  his  children  will  become  the  possessors 
of  property.  To  accumulate  and  preserve  this,  will,  ordinarily,  require  some 
knowledge  of  the  branches  of  education  usually  taught  in  our  Common  Schools; 
and  that  parent,  who  permits  his  children  to  go  forth  into  the  world  without 
this  knowledge,  inflicts  upon  them  a  deep,  an  irreparable  injury.  But  simply 
to  qualify  the  rising  generation  to  transact  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  is  not 
the  only  object  to  be  secured.  We  should  endeavor  to  raise  them  to  a  high 
standard  of  intellectual  cultivation.  Whilst  the  mind  is  expanding,  its  powers 
should  be  duly  exercised.  This  is  as  essential  to  it,  during  the  period  of  its 
n-o  wth,  as  it  is  to  the  body  in  order  that  it  may  attain  full  maturity  and  strength. 
The  proper  disciplining  of  the  mind  is,  indeed,  the  chief  thing  in  a  good  educa- 
tion. Our  youth,  whatever  may  be  their  prospective  sphere  of  action,  should 
be  taught  to  think,  and  to  think  for  themselves, — the  power  of  doing  this  being 
one  oi  the  highest  prerogatives  of  Our  natures,  and  the  surest  passport  to  suc- 
cess and  Uitefulness  in  life. 

Such  being  the  legitimate  object  of  the  instruction  communicated  in  our 
Common  Schools,  your  committee  regret,  that  it  is  not,  in  many  instances,  bet- 
ter adapted  to  secure  this  result.  Much  of  the  teaching,  in  our  schools,  is  &jc 
too  mechanical.  The  pupils,  some  of  whom  have  attained  to  an  age  sufficient 
to  render  them  capable  of  close  mental  application,  pass  over  their  lessons  with 
comparatively  little  thought,  repeating  them,  substantially,  as  the  parrot  does 
^  his  set  phrases."  Such  instruction  is  not  adapted  to  produce  a  race  of  intel- 
lectual, thinking  men,  such  as  the  present  age  demands.    *    *    * 

1.  Many  of  Sve  houses,  in  wTdch  the  schools  are  kqft,  are  hui  poorly  adapUd  to  (he 
pvarposes  of  education.  Deficient  in  their  original  construction,  some  of  tnem  have 
also  been  so  long  occupied,  and  become  so  dilapidated,  as  to  afiibrd  their  in- 
mates but  an  imperfect  protection  against  the  rigors  of  our  severe  climate. 
Such  houses  should  be  immediately  repaired  or  rebuilt,  and  rendered  more  at« 
tractive  and  comfortable. 

2.  In  some  instances  a  siffident  quantity  of  fad  has  not  been  provided;  thus  com- 
pelling the  schools,  for  a  time,  to  suspend  their  operations.  The  efifects  of  such 
a  suspension  are  highly  injurious.  Aside  from  the  necessary  interruptions  of 
their  studies,  the  impression  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  scholars  is  most  un- 
happy. The  inference  they  will  naturally  draw  from  such  a  fact,  will  be,  that 
their  parents  feel  but  little  interest  in  the  school,  and  why  should  they  feel  a 
deeper  one,  or  endeavor  to  improve  the  advantages  it  affords.  *  *  In  all  in- 
stances, the  wood  should  be  prepared  and  housed  early  in  the  season,  sAd  be* 
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Ibre  it  is  niseded  With  an  inoonvenient  house  and  but  indifierent  means  of 
imparting  to  it  a  proper  temperature,  the  health  of  the  children  is  |;reatly  ex- 
posed. Under  these  disadvantages,  they  will  make  but  small  attamments, — 
altogether  too  small  to  justify  such  an  exposure.  If  we  would  have  theoi  make 
lauckble  proficiency  in  their  studies,  we  must  make  every  thing  around  them 
as  comfortable  and  inviting  as  possible ;  since  children,  as  a  general  fact,  are 
influenced  more  by  feeUng  than  by  jvdgmaUf  and  this  fact  should  not  be  over- 
looked in  their  education. 

3.  ^Mer  m^  demanding  a  remec^,  is  (he  inbrodvdion  of  very  small  thSdrtti  into 
our  sdiools.  Parents,  oftentimes,  send  their  children  to  school  before  it  can  be 
of  any  essential  benefit  to  them.  In  such  cases,  an  injury  is  inflicted  upon  both 
the  child  and  the  school.  The  child  is  injured  by  being  confined,  for  several 
hours,  upon  the  hard  benches  and  in  the  impure  air  of  the  house, — and  the 
school  is  injured,  by  having  a  considerable  portion  of  the  instructePs  time  occu- 
pied in  endeavoring  to  teach,  and  especially  to  govern,  such  children.  *  * 
<rhe  proper  order  is,  to  begin  with  the  education  of  the  601^,  and  then  proceed 
to  that  of  the  mind.  The  practice  of  sending  children,  two  or  three  years  old, 
to  school,  to  *<  get  them  out  of  the  way,"  cannot  be  too  much  deprecated.  Every 
teacher,  it  should  be  remembered,  is  employed  to  give  wu^iicium,  not  to  ad  iht 
part  of  a  n%trst. 

4.  In  most  of  our  sthooHs  Ihare  is  too  little  ei^platiattbn,  or  famiUar  UluslraHon  of 
the  branches  imt  are  taught.  The  instruction  is,  therefore,  superficial.  First  prin- 
ciples, oftentimes,  are  not  6ufi[ic]eutly  understood, — and,  as  what  is  learned  sim- 
ply by  rote,  is  soon  forgotten,  it  becomes  necessary  to  tread  over  the  same 
ground,  year  after  year,  with  comparatively  little  ultimate  progress.  This  de- 
fect is  doubtless  owing,  in  part,  to  a  want  of  the  proper  means  of  giving  such 
illustration  ;  there  being,  in  our  schools,  no  apparatus,  except  the  black-board. 
With  this  simple  instrument,  however,  and  a  proper  share  of  skill  on  the  part 
of  the  instructer,  much  may  be  done  to  render  the  dififerent  branches  of  study 
familiar  to  his  pupils, — to  make  the  principles,  on  which  they  are  based,  thor- 
oughly understood.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  that  what  is  well  learned  is  twice 
learned ;  and  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  an  idea,  of  which  the  mind  has  formed 
a  clear  and  definite  conce))tion,  is  ever  completely  obliterated  from  it.    *    *    * 

Had  all  the  teachers  employed  been,  in  all  respects,  fully  qualified  for  their 
stations,  and  had  there  been  a  proper  cooperation  with  them  on  the  part  of  the 
communitv  generally,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  nearly,  or  quite, 
twice  the  benefit  would  have  resulted  from  the  money  expended,  tliat  has  actu- 
ally been  received.  Such  a  waste  is  needless ;  and,  in  order  that  it  may  here- 
after be  prevented,  your  committee  design  to  leave  no  efiTorts  untried,  which 
they  can  make  consistently  with  other  duties.  Presuming  upon  the  counte- 
nance and  support  of  their  fellow  citizens  in  such  a  measure,  they  will  here- 
after insii^t  upon  a  higher  standard  of  qualification,  and  approbate  those  only,  who 
are  well  fitted  to  become  instructers  of  youth ;  and,  in  order  that  this  desirable 
principle  may  be  carried  out  in  its  application,  they  would  suggest  the  propri- 
ety of  engaging  the  teachers  of  the  several  schools  in  season,  so  that,  if  a  certi- 
ficate should  not  be  granted,  others  might  be  employed  without  delaying  the  time 
of  commencing  the  schools.    •    *    • 

Provision  has  also  been  made,  by  law,  for  introducing,  into  the  several  dis- 
tricts, a  Common  School  Library  ;  a  measure,  which,  if  adopted,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  salutary  results;  tending  to  diffuse  useful  knowledge,  and 
to  create  a  taste  for  solid  reading.  *  *  We  close  this  report,  trusting  that 
the  subject  of  education  will  hereaAer  he  rij>htly  appreciated  by  this  commu- 
nity, and  that  their  good  sense  will  be  a  sufficient  pledge,  that  it  \Vill  receive  its 
wonted  share  of  their  time  and  efiTorts.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COXMITTEE.— P.  T.  Hollxt,  Jas.  SquiRE,  Homkr  Wolcott. 


SA  VO  Y  .  5  ^ '  ^  Population,  917.    Valuation,  ^83,250  SO, 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  280. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxe9  for  the  support  of  Schools,  incladiiig  only  the  wages  of 
Teaehers,  board  and  fuel,  ^^900. 
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RBMA&K8.*~ln  a  note  appended  to  the  report  of  the  town  of  Hamilton,  (onlt 
p.  17,)  it  18  said,  that  a  reason  would  be  given  for  publishing  thfeit  report  entire, 
(instead  of  selections  from  it,)  under  the  head  of  Savot. 

The  reason  is  this.  Amongst  all  the  reports  received  from  the  towns, — ffreat 
numbers  of  which  testify  in  an  explicit  /nanner  to  the  benefits,  which  have 
already  accrued  to  the  schools,  from  recent  acts  of  legislation  and  from  the 
doings  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  their  behalf; — ^two  reports  only, — those 
firom  Hamilton  and  Savoy,-— give  a  counter  opinion.  Having  made  selections 
for  the  Abstract,  from  the  former  class,  it  might  have  been  deemed  unfair,  not 
to  have  presented  the  latter  also.  The  negative  voices,  it  might  be  said,  whetlier 
few  or  many,  imporfant  or  unimportant,  have  as  much  right  to  be  declared  als 
the  alfirmative.  Hence  the  reports  from  Hamilton  and  Savoy  are  both  publish- 
ed entire. 

The  report  from  Savoy  also  contains  a  request,  that  their  report  of  the  previ- 
ous year  might  He  published  with  it.  For  reasons,  which  may  be  inferred  from 
a  perusal  of  the  report  last  named,  it  was  thought  best,  in  preparing  the  last 
Abstract,  to  make  only  a  very  brief  selection  from  it.  But  as  the  report  of  this 
year  contains  a  special  request  that  the  report  of  the  year  preceding  may  be 
published  with  it,  ^  both  entire ;"  and  as  this  is  certified  to  have  been  <'  read  in 
open  town  meeting  and  accepted  without  opposition,"— my  own  judgment,  as 
to  the  impropriety  of  making  such  a  document  public,  is  overruled,  and  it  is 
therefore  ap|jended. 

School  Committee's  Report.  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  an 
act  passed  April  13tb,  1838,  thle  school  committee  of  the  town  of  Savoy  submit 
the  following  report. 

Without  running  into  useless  details,  we  have  the  satisfiiction  to  state,  that 
the  schools,  through  the  summer  season,  have  been  generally  well  conducted, 
and  a  good ,  decree  of  proficiency  made.  On'  account  of  the  great  depth  of 
snow,  and  the  niclemency  of  the  winter,  the  schools  through  the  winter  season 
have  been  more  thinly  attended ;  and  we  regret  to  state,  that  in  some  of  the 
schools,  a  spirit  of  insubordination  has  prevailed  to  some  extent.  We  are  not 
inclined  to  spend  much  time  or  labor  in  making  this  report,  as  Ity  an  act  passed 
March  18th,  1839,  the  town  of  Savoy  can  receive  no  share  of  the  income  of  the 
School  Fund,  for  the  current  year;  the  sum  raised  by  the  town  tor  the  support 
of  schools  being  $300,  and  the  whole  number  of  scholars,  between  the  ages  of 
4  and  16, 280.  Alx)ut  $15  have  been  exfiended  for  board,  and  the  residue  for 
the  wages  of  teachers  exclusively.  In  all  the  districts  except  one,  the  board 
and  fuel  havc'been  furnished  by  the  districts,  without  any  cost  or  charge  to  the 
town.  For  a  series  of  years  past,  we  have  witnessed  a  tendency  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts,  to  favor  the  rich  and  the  affluent,  at  the  ex|)ense  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  people.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Savoy,  (as  we  have 
before  stated,)  are  heavily  burdened  with  roads  and  paui>ers,  and  are  actually 
unable  to  raise  the  sum  required  by  the  existing  law,  to  entitle  them  to  receive 
their  share  of  the  income  of  the  School  Fund.  Thus  on  account  of  our  pov- 
erty, we  are- denied  justice.  We  cannot  discover  that  the  laltors  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  or  the  multitude  of  printed  documents  which  are  annually  dis- 
tributed- through  tbe  Commonwealth,  are  of  any  possible  Itenefit  to  the  schools 
in  this  vicinity.  It  is  obvious  that  the  only  just  and  equal  method  of  apportion- 
ing the  income  of  the  School  Fund,  is  to  divide  it  equally  among  the  persons 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  between  the  ages  of  4  and  16,  without  any 
condition  or  proviso  which  should  deprive  any  town  of  its  jusi  share  of  the  in- 
come of  the  School  Fund.  Since  the  creation  of  the  School  Fund,  considera- 
ble expense  has  accrued  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  legislating  on  the  subject ; 
scarcely  a  session  has  been  held,  since  the  creation  of^the  Fund,  but  some  new 
law  has  been  framed,  either  altering  the  mode  of  dividing  the  income,  or  re- 
quiring (in  our  view  of  the  subject,)  needless  and  unnecessary  services  of  the 
school  committees,  for  which,  in  the  town  of  Savoy,  they  receive  no  compensa- 
tion. And  since  we  cannot  believe,  that  justice  was  intended  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  enacted  the  existing  law  concerning  the  division  of  the  income  of 
the  School  Fund,  considering  tbe  great  expense  of  our  eovernment,  and  the 
embamuued  and  crippled  state  of  oiur  finances,  we  are  uilly  of  opinion,  that 
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pradeneo  and  puMie  economy  reqake  tliat  the  wrhe^  of  the  Sthool  Fusd  be 
appioBiiated  to  the  pay  OMBt  of  the  debt  of  the  State.  We  learn  from  a  sta^e* 
ment  m  the  Abstract  of  School  Returns,  for  1688-9,  that  reports  irmaa  170  towns 
only  have  been  received,  in  comphance  with  the  act  of  April  13th,  1838»  This 
circumstance  deariy  evinces  the  estimation  in  which  the  law  is  held,  even  by 
tiie  inhabitants  of  Boston,  Salem,  Cambridge,  Worcester,  Northampton,  Pitts- 
field,  and  many  of  the  large  and  populous  towns  in  the  Commonwealth.  If 
this  negligence  does  not  amount  to  a  spirit  of  disrespect  to  the  Legislature,  it 
is,  at  least,  treating  an  act  of  the  Legislature  with  entire  indifierence.  in  con- 
clusion, we  most  respectfullv  request  the  Hon.  Horace  Mann,  Secretary  of  the 
Boafd  of  Education,  to  publish  this  report,  and  likewise  our  last  year's  report, 
both  entire,  in  his  next  Abstract  of  the  Massacliusetts  School  Returns. 

By  order  of  the  School  Committee  of  Savoy. 

'    Edward  Babbitt,  CkaSrnunL 

P.  8.  The  inhabitants  of  Savoy,  not  beiDjjr  able  U>  raise  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  any  share  of  the  income  of  the  School  Fund,  have 
voted  to  raise  the  sura  of  $900,  for  the  support  of  schools  the  ensuiDg  year,  and 
have  excused  the  committee  from  making  any  return. 

The  report,  of  which  this  is  a  true  copy,  was  read  in  open  town  meeting, 
March  dOth,  1840,  and  was  accepted  without  opposition* 

Savot  Report  for  1838-9.  In  punttance  of  an  act  passed  April  13di,  1898,  entitled  an 
Act  eoneerning  Sefaoolt,  the  school  eoumiittee  of  the  town  of  Savoy  ask  leave  to  sobmit  the 
following  report. 

The  town  of  Savoy  is  divided  into  nine  school  districts,  containing  in  all,  360  scholars  between 
four  and  sixteen  years  of  age. /'in  most  of  the  districts,  there  are  schoolbouses  tolerably  conve- 
nient. The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover,  nor  are  they  able  to  suggest,  an^r par- 
ticular improvements  in  the  methods  or  means  of  education. )  It  has  hitherto  been  the  unirorm 
practice  iu  the  town  of  Savov,  for  sehool  teachers  to  eoromeuee  with  children,  by  teaching  them 
their  A  B  G's,  unless  they  had  been  taught  them  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  beibre  being 
ient  to  school ;  and  it  is  presumed  by  the  committee,  that  the  Legnslature,  in  the  plenitude  of 
their  wisdom,  could  not  devise  a  better  meihod.  As  to  defects,  me  greatest  is  evidently  the 
want  of  funds.    Est  opus  pecunia. 

The  town  of  Savoy  is  a  sterile  region,  situated  on  a  high  rait  of  the  Green  Mouitfain  range, 
where  winters  are  long  and  severe,  and  summers  short.  The  inhabitants  are  very  generally 
industrious,  economical,  prudent  and  temperate  j  but  the  town  is  intolerably  burdened  with 
roads  and  paupers,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  tlveir  chil- 
dren from  school  at  work,  or  sending  them  to  cotton  factories,  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  earn 
wages ;  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  farms  in  Savoy,  are  under  the  incumbrance  of  heavy 
mortgages,  to  the  Hospital  Life  Insurmice  Company.  The  expense  of  legislation,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  education,  for  several  years  past,  has  been  considerable*  One  act  has  followed  another 
in  rapid  succession,  so  that  one  act  can  hardlj^  be  understood  before  another  is  framed.  This 
course  of  legislation  appears  to  us  like  innovation,  or  rather  like  spending  so  much  in  armor 
that  one  has  nothing  left  to  defend. 

The  school  committees  in  Savoy  have  nevw  charg^  nor  received  uy  conpeasalion  for 
their  services,  nor  is  it  probable  they  will  in  future.  It  is  presumed  that  no  town  in  the  Com- 
monwealth,  (considering  their  ability,)  has  voted  and  raised  money  for  the  support  of  Public 
Schools,  more  liberally  than  the  town  of  Savoy }  and  we  are  fully  of  opinion,  that  if  the  town  of 
Savoy  could  have  been  favored  with  a  very  small  share  of  the  money,  which  has  been  recently 
expended  in  this  Commonwedth,  in  worse  than  useless  legislation,  h  would  have  promoted  the 
interest,  and  increased  the  usefulness  of  our  schools,  mure  than  all  the  labors  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  for  peeumct  obedunU  omma.  ^ 

Savoy f  March  3(Mi,  1839.  Edward  Babbitt,  Amos  Dbmiko,  School  Committee. 

The  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  Savoy,  of  which  this  is  a  true  copy,  was  read  in 
open  town  pieeting,  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1839,  and  accepted  without  opposition. 


SHPJF^PIP  Ln  J  ^^^  Population,  2,308.    Valuation,  $iS6,760  00. 

'    '      *       '       (       Number  of  Public  Schools,  13. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  436— ^In  Winter,  537. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  309 — In  Winter,  374. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  yimn  of  age  in  the  town,       .^No.  of  persons  uader  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  nice  who  attend  School; 


(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^JI^^J^TTrF^^v. 
{*i)  AMrage  wttgos  paid  par  Bumth  iaeliidiBg  Iwan^TQ  M^,  gU  IMr^To  F^m\^,  $,\9  57. 

(8)  Average  yahie  of  beard  per  montb-Of  Males,  Jf^OO-^N^O^'Fenaiea^  •$!  #0. 

(9)  Avera^  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  fIB  84-^^f'  Females,  |^*8t* 
(10)  Amount  of  mpne^  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wag^s  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j)75p.  •  \ 

(11>,  A)f q^9t  yC  boar^  find  fuel,  if  fii|^,  CQfitr^hMte^d  for  PMbli<;  Schools,  j[l/)92  58, . 
(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  l^eyp^,  ^.-TrAY^'^ifitA  No.  o( 

Scholars,  24.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^288. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Behools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.—- Aggregate  of  months  kept,  5.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  10. — Aj^gre- 
gale  paid  for  tuition,  ^60. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  j[52d0  00.— Income  from  same,  j^315  00. 

Books  used. — iSfpe^ii^g'— Webster's  Elementary.  Reading^'^EBsy  Reader,  Easy  Lessons, 
Testament,  Brief  Remarker,  National  Preceptor,  English  Reader.  Urammar — Murray's  and 
Smith's.  Geography — Peter  Parley's,  Village,  Olney's  and  Smith's.  Arithmetic — Colburn's 
First  Lessons,  Daboll's,  Smith's,  Botham's.  All  oMers— Blake's  Philosophy,  WatU  on  the 
Mind,  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Whelpley's  Compend. 

Reikark. — ^The  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  town,  between  4  and  16 
years  of  age,  is  not  returned. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  With  the  method  of  teaching  usually  fol- 
lowed in  the  schools  of  the  town,  for  the  past  year,  your  committee  have  no 
particular  fault  to  find,  excepting  that,  common  to  all  schools  more  or  less ; 
which  is  this,  that  the  lessons  are  too  apt  to  be  considered,  both  by  the  teacher 
and  the  scholars,  as  subjects  to  be  remembered,  rather  than  understood ;  the 
details  and  the  facts  of  the  sciences  studied  are  carefully  treasured  up ;  but  the 
theory,  the  reason  of  the  thing,  is  too  apt  to  be  neglected.  Thus,  the  reasoning 
faculties  of  the  scholars,  and  that  which  most  distinguishes  man,  fails  to  receive 
that  exercise  and  culture,  which  is  their  just  due.x  There  is  one  subject,  to  which, 
in  an  especial  manner,  your  committee  would  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
town,  and  that  is,  that  some  children,  chiefly  of  the  poorer  citizens,  fail  in  a 
great  measure  to  attend  school ;  or  do  so  in  such  an  irregular  manner,'  as  to  be 
productive  of  no  good  to  them.  It  is  painful  to  see  them  thus  neglect  the  only 
means  of  their  elevation,  apd  spurn  the  rich  privileges  they  possess.    *    *    ^ 

The  condition  of  seven,  of  the  thirteen  schoolhouses,  is  such,  that  they 
needconsiderablerepairs,  or  that  new  structures  be  erected  in  their  stead.  *  *  * 

In  order  that  scholars  may  pursue  their  studies  to  profit,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  school-room  should  be  comfortable,  and  well  ventilated.  Many  of  the  chil- 
dren have  suffered  from  cold  during  the  past  winter ;  and  it  must  be  so  every 
winter  in  the  houses  alluded  to,  or  a  constant  crowding  around  the  fire-place, 
or  stove,  must  be  permitted,  which  is  productive  of  great  disorder  in  the 
schools.    •    •    » 

Permit  us,  also,  to  lu-ge^  upon  every  citizen,  the  necessity  of  his  giving  his 
personal  influence  to  the  school  of  his  district,  and  to  maintain,  over  it,  his  con- 
stant care  and  attention,  as  a  matter  that  concerns  him  intimately.  The  com- 
mittCNB,  in  examining  teachers,  can  only  ascertain  their  literary  qualifications ; 
and  it  must  therefore  happen,  sometimes,  ijbai  persons,  well  qualified  as  to 
their  knowledge  of  the  subjects  to  be  taught,  are  yet  deficient  in  the  power  of 
governing  a  school,  and  of  communicating  their  knowledge  to  others.  To  be 
a  good  disciplinarian,  requires  qualifications,  which  every  one  does  not  possess; 
and  the  communication  of  clear  ideas  to  others,  upon  a  subject  of  which  they  are 
comparatively  ignorant,  requires  much  practice,  much  patience,  oftentimes  much 
exertion  of  the  intellect.  What  is  wanted,  is  persons  who  not  only  possess  know- 
ledge, but  who  are  ^  apt  to  teach."  To  remedy  the  evil  alluded  to,  it  is  best  that 
the  prudential  committees  should  engage  those,  who  possess  a  good  reputation  in 
this  respect  The  learning  taught  in  our  Common  Schools  makes  up  but  a 
small  part  of  the  sum  of  human  knowledge ;  but  it  is  the  most  useful,  because 
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it  is  the  HKNt  often  used ;  and  there  is  no  reason,  why  it  should  not  be  thor^ 
ouffhly  taught. 

The  onroinittee  are,  by  law,  empowered  to  prescribe  the  liooks  to  iie  used  in 
the  schools ;  but  baye  hitherto  declined  to  do  so,  on  account  of  the  feelings  and 
prejudices  of  parents  in  regard  to  this  matter.  If  there  was  a  uniformity  of 
nooks  used  in  our  schools,  they  could  be  obtained  much  cheaper  than  they 
now  are;  and  the  probability  is,  that  a  better  selection  would  be  made.  If  it 
should  seem  desirable  to  the  town,  that  the  committee  should  maite  the  desig- 
nation, it  would  be  proper,  that  the  town  should  pass  a  vote,  instructing  the 
committee  to  that  ctocl    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— jOlitbr  Pbck,  S.  H.  Bvsbnbll,  Emohs  Arvou>. 


STOCKBRIDGE,     .     |<'^  K^r/S  ^'SrS:*'^''*^'"- 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  lall  ages  in  all  Uie  Schools— In  Sammer,  339 — In  Winter,  40i. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  Uie  Schools— In  Summer,  278— In  Winter,  30!. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  589.— No.  pf  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,      .— >No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggrec^te  length  of  the  Schools,  67  mths.  23  days. — In  Summer,  41 — In  Winter,  26  23. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  g25  0(V->To  Females,  JIG  84. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montb-^f  Males,  57  40— Of  Females,  %b  23. 

(g)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gl7  60— Of  Females,  $b  61. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  waees  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^738  45. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^S30. 

(12)  No.  of  incor[k>rated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools'kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  67^. — ^Average  *No»  of  Scholars,  157.s— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  g 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  .•— Income  from  same,  $ 


Geography~^\Bey*»f  Smith's,  Malte-Bruii's,  Parlev's,  Hall's.  Arithmetic— -Adams* ,Co\[nnn*a 
First  LeMsnns,  Daboirs,  Botham's  and  Emerson's.  i4// o</i«r«^-Comstock's  Chemistry  and 
Philosophy,  Blair's  Rhetoric,  Blake's  Natural  Philosophy. 

Remark. — The  return  gives  the  price  of  tuition  for  each  scholar  in  the  dif^ 
ferent  Private  Schools,  but  does  not  give  the  numlier  of  scholars  in  each  school ; 
conseqtiently  the  aggregate  amount  paid  for  tuition  cannot  be  ascertained. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  most  important  duties,  by  law  as- 
signed to  your  committee,  are  the  examinations  of  teachers  and  of  schools. 

Under  the  first  head,  tlie  examination  of  teachers,  your  committee  have  to 
report  an  almost  total  neglect,  in  this  town,  of  the  statute.    ^    *    * 

Your  committee  endeavored  faithfully  to  execute  this  law  ;  and  accordingly 
appointed  nine  Several  meetings,  the  past  year,  for  the  examination  of  teacbera 
They  took  much  pains  to  have  the  notices  of  these  meetin|^s  circulated,  and 
were  scrupulous  to  hold  their  meetings  for  the  accommodation  of  those  con- 
cerned. *  *  Kut,  of  the  summer  teachers,  only  thru  out  of  nine  submitted 
themselves  to  examination,  i.  e.  entitled  themselves  to  payment  from  the  town's 
money,  by  law ;  and  of  the  winter  teachers,  only  five  out  of  eigkL  Further,  of 
the  seventeen  teachers  of  your  schools  the  past  year,  only  seven  fulfilled  the  law, 
which  in  the  14th  sectioQ  of  the  school  act,  requires  that  <<  £vei7  instnicter  in 
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a  town  or  district  scfaool,  shall  obtain  of  the  school  committoe  of  such  town,  a 
certificate  in  duplicate  of  his  qualifications,  fie^ore  he  opens  nuih  tckoolf  one  of 
which  shall  be  filed  with  the  town  treasurer,  btftfre  emy  pojfmaU  to  tuck  inttruderf 
on  aeanofU  qf  Ms  senricta," 

The  law,  then,  means  at  the  commencement  of  each  school,  to  insure  com- 
petent teachers,  by  throwing  the  risk  of  losing  his  wages,  on  the  teacher  who 
neglects,  at.  the  outset,  to  secure  the  certificate  of  the  town  committee. 

With  ieven  exceptions,  those  of  your  teachers  who  came  to  the  committee, 
ctimt  too  laU,  They  came  after  they  had  commenced  school.  In  view  of  these 
circumstances,  the  committee  respectfully  recommend  the  town  to  pass  a  re- 
solve, that  no  prudential  committee  shall  make  a  contract  with  a  teacher,  until 
that  teacher  has  first  obtained  a  full  certificate  of  qualification  from  the  town 
committee. 

The  voters  of  the  town  of  Stockbridge  are  respectfully  requested  to  look  one 
moment,  at  the  reasonableness  of  complying  with  the  provision  of  the  statute 
for  securing,  at  the  outset  of  your  schools,  good  instructers  for  your  children, 
if  your  teacher  do  not  present  himself  for  examination,  until  he  have  begun  his 
school,  the  unpleasant  duty  then  devolves  on  your  committee,  if  he  prove  to  be 
incompetent,  to  refuse  him  the  certificate,,  which  entitles  him  to  his  wages. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  feelings  of  more  or  less  in  the  district  are  wound- 
ed; the  school  breaks  up;  [>arents  are  disappointed  and  vexed;  children  are 
sutyected  to  loss  of  time,  from  interruption  of  their  school,  as  well  as  from 
being  badly  taught;  and  the  teacher  himself  is  exposed  to  greater  mortification 
and  inconvenience ;  since  his  incompetency  becomes  noised  over  the  town, 
when  it  might  have  been  an  affair  between  him  and  his  examiners ;  and  his 
plans  are  destroyed,  after  he  has  made  a  contract 

The  law  has  been  misapprehended  on  another  point  The  statute  requires 
the  committee  to  ascertain  the  qualifications  of  your  teachers  by  "^  personal 
examination."  It  is  not  enough  that  a  teacher  hold  a  certificate  of  qualification 
from  the  committee  of  the  last  year.    *    •    ♦ 

There  is  many  a  boy  of  14  or  16,  to  whom  his  winter  school,  of  two  or  three 
monthSf'fbr  instance,  furnishes  all  the  instruction  he  will  get  for  one  whole 
year.  Ought  it  to  be  jeoparded,  out  of  regard  to  a  teacher  ?  A  teacher  may 
continue  to  labor  in  your  schools,  from  fiivoritism  or  accident  He  may  hold  a 
certificate  from  one  committee,  which  he  cannot  get  renewed  by  another. 

Public  opinion,  the  wants  of  the  age,  it  is  hoped,  will  require  from  time  to 
time,  higher  qualifications  from  the  men  who  presume  to  teach  your  children. 
Is  it  not,  then,  according  to  the  true  spirit  of  republicans ;  is  it  not  for  the  espe- 
cial benefit  of  the  poor  man ;  that  your  teachers  should  be  subjected  to  a  rigid 
examination,  without  fear  or  favor,  from  year  to  year  ?    •    •    • 

In  order  to  teach  anything  well,  a  man  must  know  a  great  deal  more  of  it, 
than  is  contained  in  the  fMirticular  books  from  which  he  is  to  teach.  If  you 
would  have  the  water  delivered  from  a  pipe  with  force,  you  must  have  the 
reservoir  high  above  the  level  of  the  stream.  No  prudential  committee  ought, 
in  justice  to  his  district,  to  accept  from  a  teacher  anything  less  than  what,  in 
mercantile  phrase,  are  termed,  "'  ckan  papers  ,*"  a  fuU^  ungucdified  certificate, 
with  no  exceptions  or  limitations 

One  single  word  more,  as  to  the  examination  at  aU,  of  teachers,  ly  your  toum 
commiUee.  This  duty,  let  it  bo  performed  by  the  prudential  committee  of  each 
district,  or  by  persons  selected  by  the  town  at  large,  is  not  an  enviable  one. 
But  if  the  interests  of  your  schools  are  worth  considering,  it  is  an  important 
one.  Your  district  committees,  from  various  causes,  feel  reluctant,  and  are  not 
the  persons  l)y  law  assigned,  to  execute  this  of&ce. 

It  remains  for  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  in  town  meeting  assembled,  to  de- 
termine whether  the  law,  which  vests  it  in  a  special  committee,  to  be  chosen 
for  their  ability  and  willingness  to  discharge  faithfully  ibis  duty,  is  a  wise  law, 
and  shall  be  sustained  by  public  opinion  ;  or  whether  you  will  consider  it,  and 
the  interests  of  your  children  with  it,  as  one  of  those  things  which  encumber 
the  statute  book.    •    •    • 

The  interests  of  the  schools  require,  that  your  committee  should  pass  upon 
the  merits  and  faults  of  each  of  the  schools  in  town,  both  summer  and  winter, 
separately  and  minutely.  But  inasmuch  as  these  details  have  not  been  reported. 
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,  of  late,  iti'Mniud  MWn  imteftngi  k  is  thougbt  best  to  confiilo  tfaeiiMslvBB  to  gea- 
eral  l^sulli^  Idtboiigii  tlvtj  havethB  miBiiles  for  diBtiilot  speoifieatioii.  Ab  the 
iDtdrett  of  tile  tdWB  to  m  wntiue  of  tfae  scfaools  inofoueis  minuteiiMa  of  re- 
port will  be  demanded  of  the  town  committee;— di8tiietB^> pntdeotialcomoHl- 
tees,  children  and  teaohen  will  be  aware  that  such  reporta  are  to  be  aveiii  and 
Will  expect  them ;  white  pablic  opinion  will  Buatain  the  oocnmittee.  But,  with- 
out some  progMBS  in  public  opinion^  legetlier  with  a  perftet  imderstandiiig  that 
wicb  a  report  will  be  submitted,  your  present  eommiitee  are  of  opinion,  that 
more  evil  than  good  would  result  therefrom  to  tlie  schools.    •    •    * 

The  eommiltee  feel  it  iftcumbeDt  upon  them  to  urge  the  importanee  of  em- 
t>loying,  in  the  summer  schools,  teachers  possessiag  ample  knowledge,  enainent 
moral  qualifications,  and  much  expetieace.  As  the  children  in  theee  oobools 
are  young,  it  is  here  they  lay  the  mental  and  moral  foundaUons  of  their  future 
"course.  Does  it  need  deoionstrattoa  to  prove  that  it  is  important  they  6egfin 
ri^f    •    #    • 

In  the  examinations  of  your  schools,  the  committee  have  left  it  to  the  teach- 
ers, to  conduct  the  recitations  only  so  far,  as  was  necessary  to  discover  their 
mode  of  teaching ;  and  have  then  taken  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  They 
have  aimed  to  impress,  on  teachers  and  scholars,  the  importance  of  paying 
great  attention  to  reading  and  spelling ;  and  to  a  thorouffh  and  intelligeot  man- 
ner of  studying  arithmetic  In  several  schools,  a  marked  progress  has  been 
made  in  accurate  spelling  and  clear  articulation,  and  delihemte,  ezpnsstve 
reading.  In  some  schools,  (what  is  all-important,)  the  definitions  of  the  words, 
from  the  speDinff  book,  have  been  given  intelligently.  In  reading,  the  teachers 
almost  universally  commit  the  fiiult  of  appointing  for  the  children,  some  hi^- 
fiown  piece  of  oratory  or  poetry,  rather  than  what  the  children  themselves  like, 
and  understand,— ^simple  stories,  plain  narratives  in  prose. 

In  penmanship,  with  certainly  not  more  than  two  exceptions,  the  instruc- 
tion, in  all  our  schools,  is  of  the  most  inferior  sort.  The  child's  time,  pens  and 
ink,  are  nearly  thrown  away.  In  our  country,  and  at  this  day,  this  needs  re- 
form at  once.    •    •    • 

Uns|)eakable  embarrassment  to  the  teachers,  and  incalculable  loss  of  time  to 
the  children,  have  resulted  from  the  diversity  of  books.  This  is  such  an  enor- 
mous evil,  leads  to  such  shameful  waste  of  the  people's  money,  and  of  oppor- 
tunities that  can  never  be  repaired  to  the  children,  that  it  demands  distinct 
consideratiou. 

It  would  not  be  a  greater  waste  of  property  and  of  fuel,  to  assemble 
your  children  in  the  open  air  in  winter,  and  attempt  to  keep  them 
warm,  by  building  a  fire  upon  the  snow,  than  it  is  to  commit  fifty  at  a  time  to 
a  teacher,  with  fifly  kinds  of  books.  Of  course,  he  can,  in  such  case,  give  to 
each  scholar,  but  just  ontfifUeih  of  his  time,  which,  at  six  hours  a  day,  is  just 
about  seven  minutes.  On  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  bat  fide  sorts  of  books  in 
a  school,  he  can  give  to  each  child,  or,  which  is  better,  to  each  claasy  one  fifth  of 
his  time. 

Let  the-poor  man,  especially,  consider  this.  It  is  susceptible  of  the  easiest 
proof,  that,,  if  a  system  can  be  devised,  the  express  object  of  which  shall  be, 
under  the  name  of  securing  a  school  to  bis  children,  the  taking  away  of  almost 
all  the  benefit,  it  is^precisely  the  one,'  which  pi^vails  in  every  school  in  this 
town,  at  the  present  moment. 

The  labors  of  our  best  teachers  are  almost  nullified,  by  the  variety  of  reading 
books,  arithmetics,  geographies,  and  grammars.  The  school  committee  can- 
not enforce  the  law,  which  authorizes  them  to  prescribe  books ;  and  it  would 
be  unwise  in  them  to  attempt  it,  unless  supportied  by  the  opinion  of  the  town. 

What  is  the  remedy  for  this  evil  ?  That  is  the  question,  which  is  at  the  bot- 
tom of  all  reform  and  improvement  in  your  schools.  What  is  the  remedy  for 
the  monstrous  variety  of  school  books  ? 

Your  committee  feel  deeply  the  importance  of  this  subject  After  long  de- 
liberation, they  think  it  in  vain  to  look  for  a  complete  remedy  of  the  evil,  until 
the  people  are  convinced  of  the  idleness  of  all  other  plans,  and  will  submit  to 
have  the  school  books  prescribed  by  some  permanent,  independent,  competent 
board,  out  of  the  town,  and  legislating  in  this  matter  for  the  whole  State.  They 
are  awai^  thai  such  a  plan  will  not  meet  with  fiivor  now ;  but  they  are  also 
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award,  that  the  preaeiit  dmnity  of  books  is  an  inaurmouatable  bar  to  the  im- 
provement of  your  children ;  wasteful,  to  the  last  degree,  of  the  people's  money, 
and  most  oppressive  to  the  Poor  Man.    *    •    » 

Another  great  evil  in  our  schools  is  the  frequent  change  of  teachers.  A 
school  loses  vastly,  in  being  transferred,  even  from  one  good  teacher  to  an- 
other. It  is  remarkable,  that  the  simple  remedy  has  been  so  much  neglected, 
of  re-en^ging  your  teacher.  When  a  district  obtains  a  good  teacher,  why  not 
fi«cure  his  services  from  year  to  year  ? 

Another  evil  is  the  long  interval  between  your  summer  and  winter  schooUu 
This  can  be  remedied  by  raising  more  money.  The  small  sum  of  $200,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sum  raised  the  present  year,  would  close  up  a  large  space  in  the 
gap  now  lefl  in  your  children's  schooling.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  conclude  their  report  by  saying,  that  they  have  seen  sufficient, 
the  past  year,  of  the  good  results  of  their  labors  in  the  schools,  to  authorize  the 
town  to  hope  results  still  better,  as  the  law,  by  succeeding  committees,  is  more 
fiuthfiilly  executed. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Samuel  P.  Parker,  Marshall  Warner,  Samvil 
Churchill. 


'TYJUJ^f^rTA M  $ <^)  Population,  1,288.    Valuation,  J(182/X)9 dO. 

'        *       *       C       Number  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  263— In  Winter,  349. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools—- In  Summer,  210— In  Winter,  244. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  310.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  76  mths.  9  days — ^In  Summer,  40  7 — In  Winter,  36  2. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wmter— M.  8— F.  5. 

(7)  Average  wag^es  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  SX\  78— To  Females,  J^IO  82. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %1  37— Of  Females,  %h  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  %\^  41— Of  Females,  %h  82. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  waget  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  |[400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ;(628. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .p— Aggregate  paid  foi  tuition,  % 
(IS)  No.  of  unmcorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolon^^  Common 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .^--Aggrao 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  %fi&. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %\?SA  33.— Income  from  same,  ^^  00. 

Books  used. — Spe^'i^g"— Webster's  Elementary.    JRMufn^fg^— Rhetorieal  Reader,  National 

fNor— oroilh' 
Brun' 

Remarks.— The  average  of  wages  and  board  may  Dot  be  exactly  correct,  a» 
the  wages  of  several  of  the  female  teachers  seem  to  have  been  carried  into  the 
male  column,  because  they  taught  winter  schools. 

The  interest  of  the  Surplus  Revenue — $174 — ^is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools.  No  estimates  respecting  Private  Schools,  &c.  are  made,  except  those 
set  down. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^— Alexasder  Bush,  Edwih  Brewer. 
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(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^lo  Summer,  170— In  Wrater;  169. 

(3)  Average  attendance  In  the  Schools— In  Summer,  136— In  Winter,  101. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  175.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

jrears  of  age  who  attend  School,  19.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  9. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  41  mths.  14  daysw— la  Summer,  26  14—^  Winter,  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  montli,  includihg  board— To  Males,  ^21  60— To  Females,  f  11  28. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males.  58  00— Of  Females,  f  6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^13  60— Of  Fem&les,  $S  28« 
<10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wfegetf  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5300. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5361. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,         ^—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Ck>mmoo 

Schools,  l^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  2.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  38.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  522  67. 

(14)  AmooBi  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  u•«D.—fl|petftng^— Webster's  Elementary.  ISeMfii^— English,  Rhetorical,  National 
aad  Ifoung  Readers,  Child's  Guide.  Grammar— Smith's  and  Murray's.  Geoerapku-4yiney>9, 
ulri^mefic— Smith's  and  DabolFs.  /-•»—-     r 

Selection  from  Report.  ♦  •  If  prudential  committees  would  seek  for 
teachers  more  seasonably,  perhaps  better  teachers  might  be  obtained ;  and,  if 
parents  would  take  a  greater  interest  in  the  schools,  and  visit  them  more  fre- 
ouently,  it  woiild  tend  greatly  to  encourage  both  teachers  and  scholars.  As 
the  common  district  school  is  the  only  one,  which  most  of  our  children  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  attending,  it  is  important,  that  they  should  be  the  first 
of  their  kmd ;  that  opportunity  may  be  given  for  the  rising  generation,  who  are 
so  soon  to  succeed  us  in  the  active  duties  of  life,  to  be  in  some  measure,  pre- 
pared for  theu:  coming  responsibilities.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE*— Absalom  Dkming,  Elista  A.  Wells,  Altah  Eames. 


W.    STOCKBRIDGE      i  (l)  Jf'oP-laUon.  1;M4.    Valuation, « 175,471  60. 

'     <        Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  232— In  Winter,  277. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  175— In  \Vinter,  186. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  SIS.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  21.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  18. 

(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  40  mths.  14  days^In  Summer,  22  14.— In  Winter,  18. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^-M.  6— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  526  20— To  Females,  $\%  16. 
(ft)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $Z  4Ci— Of  Females,  ^6  16. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^16  80— Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

,Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^394. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .-Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $    .' 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  25.— Aggre- 
gate paid  lor  tuition,  ^13  21. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  52,500  00.— Income  from  same,  5150  00. 


SCaOOL  S£TUBNS. 

Books  v»D.~fl!pdZHig^--W€bfter's  Sleraenlary  and  W«Jk^^^ 
glisfi  and  National  Ueade»|  National  Preceptor,  American  First  Class  Book,  Chiid^s'Guije, 
Goodrich's  History,  Testament,  Easy  (leader.     G^ramnuxr—Smith's,  Murray's  and  Kirkham's. 
'Oeographtf — SmiiVs,  Olney's  and  Parley's.    ^n'^Amcttb^Daboll'S;  Adams',  Smith's  and  Oto- 
trander's.    AU  at/t«r«— Blake's  Philosophy. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— MoRGAir  Lewis,  Morris  Ward. 


WILLIAMSTOWN,     .     J(»)P»P";««ioM^8l.    V^u.tio^  J414A»»76. 

'  C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  13. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  454^— In  Winter,  434. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  260— In  Winter,  260. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  610. — No.  of  persons ,  undtf  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  3D. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  97  mths.^-In  Summer,  5&— In  Winter,  4fi. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  13. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  12 — P.  1. 
^7)  Average  W9ges  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^19  98 — To  females,  Jf  11  04^ 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $6  25— Of  Females,  jf5  07. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  S^Z  73— Of  Females,  f  6  iQS. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inclading  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^900. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Pnblic  Siiebools,  |^320. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggpregate  of  months  kept,  6.— Average  number  et 

Scholars,  30.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ;^350. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoii 

Schools,    .— -Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .'^Average  No.  of  Scholars,      •■— Aggn»> 
gale  paid  for  tuition,  S      . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $B50  00.— Income  from  same,  $S0  00. 

Books  used.— i9]K//t»gw.Town's.  Headins^Young  Reader,  National  do..  New  Ttf^ 
ment.  GrasmiutT^-Smith's.  Geography^~P^ieT  Parley's.  Arithmetic — Smithes.  AU  othtra^ 
Angelas  Series. 

SxiiECTiONs  FROM  Refort.  *  *  We  feel  bound  to  say,  in  regard  to  Dis- 
trict No.  8,  that  the  house  is  not  fit  to  keep  school  in.  The  seats  are  very  un- 
comfortable, the  floor  uneven,  windows  patched,  door  split,  and  a  poor 
smoky  stove  and  pipe.  We  regret  to  have  an  occasion  to  refer  to  this  district^ 
as  it  was  referred  to  last  year,  in  our  March  meeting,  *  *  While  we  make 
these  complaints,  we  are  happy  to  say,  we  think  there  is  an  increased  interest 
amon^  the  parents,  in  Common  Schools  in  the  town.  We  also  pride  ourselves 
in  saying,  that  the  duties  of  the  committees  have  been  discharged  with  more 
fidelity,  and  the  statute  more  nearly  complied  with,  than  in  any  previous  year.  *  * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— AirTflORT  Sanders,  Jamks  Smxdlit,  John  S.  Gray. 


VTTMrk  ^n T?  i  ^^^  Population,  887.    Valuation,  5149,07000. 

WllSUiSUn^   •       •       •      •       ?       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  aH  the  Sehools— In  Summer,  174— In  Winter,  215. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  128 — In  Winter,  140. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  227. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  18. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schoels,  66  mths.— In  Summer,  34  14— In  Winter,  21  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sqmmei^ M.  — F.  13.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  2. 

(7)  Avecage  wages  pud  per  month,  induding  board— To  Males,  $\^  33— To  Females,  f  10^1, 
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(8)  AT«ragev»HMof  bofl;idpermoiitli-^OfMalw,f6€0--OrF«nalM,S600. 

(9)  Avenge  wages  per  montb,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $19.  SS— Of  Females,  $^  91. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fiiel|  $9i5. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^^* 

(12)  No.  of  ineorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .^-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(tS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1}<— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20.— ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^10. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $d60  00. — ^Income  from  same,  $51  60.  * 

Books  usxd.— S^^^^g^Webster's  Elementary.  Readu^r^Youag  and  Porter's  Kbetori- 
eal  Readers,  Aogelrs  Series.  Oeograpky — Oliiey's  and  Smith's.  Arithmetie^Smith%  Ad- 
ams', DabolPs  and  Botham's.    All  otheri--Sev«ni  higher  branches. 

Selectioks  from  Report.  *  *  The  average  attendance,  in  all  the  schools, 
has  been  something  like  one  hundred  and  twen^  ^ve  or  thir^  scholars ; — ^thus 
leaving  more  than  one  hundred  of  our  yoMth  and  children,  of  a  proper  age,  who 
never,  or  only  occasionally,  attend  our  schools.  Such  indifference  and  neglect 
are  truly  culpable ;  and  parents  should  see  to  it,  that  this  evil  is  speedily  re- 
moved, for  upon  the  right  education  of  our  children  depend  our  social,  civil, 
and  religious  institutions. 

We  are  pleased  to  remark,  that  under  the  present  system  of  education,  our 
schools  are  increasing  in  usefulness,  and  the  pupils  in  knowledge.  While  we 
feel  grateful  for  this  improvement,  and  rejoice  in  the  good  alreaay  accomplish- 
ed, we  feel  constrained  to  say,  that  a  greater  interest  on  this  subject,  and  a 
more  strict  regard  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  of  this  Commonwealth, 
both  by  parents  and  guardians,  would  greatly  advance  the  cause  of  education 
among  us,  and  better  prepare  our  children  for  useful  business,  and  the  great 
purposes  of  life.  We  find  still  many  obstacles  to  impede  the  onward  progress 
of  this  noble  cause,  which  oueht  to  be  removed,— difficulties  and  evils  that  call 
loudly  for  reform.    A  few  will  be  mentioned. 

In  respect  to  schoolhouses,  we  have  a  few  very  good  ones.  Two  have  been 
built  or  repaired,  the  past  year ;  but  most  of  the  rest  are  in  a  bad  or  dilapidated 
state,  and  the  sooner  they  cease  to  cumber  the  ground  on  which  they  stand, 
the  better  for  the  cause  of  education.  They  are  imsightJy  and  painful  looking 
objects.  Of  this  description,  in  a  special  manner,  are  Nos.  7  and  8.  They  are 
absolutely  unfit  for  the  purpose  to  which  they  are  devoted,  and  especially  in 
the  cold  season  of  the  year.  Now  it  is  well  known,  that  the  last  of  these  dis- 
tricts, is  one  of  the  most  numerous  and  wealthy  of  any  in  the  place.  They 
have  more  than  sixty  scholars,  and  are  themselves  living  in  their  ceiled  houses, 
while  their  temple  of  science  lies  waste ;  or  rather,  is  seen  existing  in  the  last 
stages  of  consumption. 

Another  evil  is,  some  of  the  districts  provide  for  their  schools  only  green 
wood,  and  not  always  a  sufficiency  of  that  This  has  proVed  a  great  hindrance, 
both  to  the  master  and  the  scholars.  Thus  their  houses  could  not  be  made 
warm  and  comfortable,  till  almost  noon.  The  result  has  been,  that  many  half 
days  of  bodily  comfort  and  mental  improvement  have  been  lost  Yet  time  and 
wages  have  moved  steadily  on. 

In  some  schools,  there  has  been  found  a  great  deficiency  of  books,  especially 
of  the  best  kind.  To  expect  that  our  children  will  make  proficiency  m  their 
studies,  without  books,  is  as  absurd  as  it  was  to  require  bricK  of  ancient  Israel 
without  straw.  What  man  can  make  progress  in  labor  without  tools  ?  No  one 
can  expect  it,  who  has  ever  tried  the  experiment 

Another  evil  is,  that  the  prudential  committee  in  some  districts  have  not 
always,  we  fear,  been  governed  by  the  most  correct  motives,  in  the  selection  of 
their  teachers.  As  they  have  but  few  scholars  and  little  money,  for  the  sake 
of  lengthening  out  the  school  and  making  this  little  go  a  great  way,  they  have 
felt  constrained  to  look  up  some  cheap  teacher,  who  they  hoped  would  answer 
their  purpose.    It  should,  however,  be  remembered,  that  a  good  instmcter  for 
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three  months,  is  every'  way  pretenble  to  a  poor  one  five  or  six.  Now  would 
fuch  small  districts  employ  only  female  teachers,  (and  we  have  generally  found 
them  best  qualified  to  instruct  our  youth,)  they  would  find  a  great  saving  in  the 
expense,  and  in  the  prolongation  of  the  school  Some,  we  are  glad  to  say,  have 
taken  this  course,  and  have  found  great  benefit  resulting  fi^m  it  .  Besides,  in 
some  instances,  they  have  permitted  their  teachers  to  commence  school  without 
ever  apply  inff  for  a  certificate  of  recommendation.  These  things  ought  not  so 
to  be.  The  Taw  should  be  respected  and  obeyed.  Many  are  not  aware  what  a 
loss  of  time  and  money,  is  frequently  occasioned  by  the  incom{)etency  of  in- 
structers.  A  teacher  of  youth,  who  is  not  qualified  for  the  office,  is  a  great  and 
lasting  injury  to  the  plastic  mind  of  the  young.  Give  the  arrow  a  wrong  direo- 
tion,  and  it  never  hits  the  mark. 

Another  subject  of  animadversion,  on  which  we  feel  constrained  to  speak,  is 
the  apathy  manifested  by  parents,  in  regard  to  the  state  and  prosperity  of  the 
schools.  They  are  too  indifierent  to  the  progress  their  children  are  making  in 
knowledge.  They  do  not  visit  the  school-room,  as  they  should,  to  uaderstand 
the  ability  and  management  of  the  teacher ;  and  to  witness  the  order,  regularity, 
and  mental  improvement  of  the  pupils.  In  every  other  department  of  busi- 
ness, you  visit  your  laborers,  to  see  if  their  work  is  well  done.  None  are  su^ 
.fered  to  labor  month  after  month,  without  inspection,  but  your  schoolmaster. 
By  firequent  visitation,  you  ought  to  know  the  progress  the  scholars  are  making 
in  the  difierent  branches  of  study.  And  thus,  by  your  presence  and  encour- 
agement, cheer  and  animate  both  the  teacher  and  the  taught 

In  conclusion,  we  would  recommend  that  more  attention  be  paid  to  moral 
cultivation,  in  the  several  school  districts.  Our  children  should  not  only  be 
taught  knowledge,  but  useful  knowledge, — not  only  to  act,  but  to  act  right, — ^to 
act  from  the  best  principles,  with  the  best  motives,  and  for  the  best  end.  It  is 
onwise  for  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  that  which  is  to  come,  to  cultivate  the 
intellect,  and  leave  the  heart  unimproved.  Let  our  youth  be  early  instructed 
in  their  duty,  both  to  God  and  man.  Teach  them  the  great  principles  of  im- 
partiality, of  equity,  of  benevolence,  and  of  truth.  Let  them  be  trained  as  intel- 
lectual and  moral  beings,  for  the  greatest  usefulness  on  earth,  and  highest  hap- 
piness beyond  the  grave.    *    *    *  ' 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Pbilxtvs  Clark,  Rsvbkh  Pixrcs,  Wm.  A.  Bates. 
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(8)  AT«rH«T«hMof  boflidpermonlb-^Of  lfal«,f600---OrF«BMJMy|600. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  nonUi,  ezelasive  of  board-^f  Males,  $\t  SS— Of  Females,  54  91. 
<10)  ▲moimt  of  diooey  raised  by  taxes  for  tbe  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fiiel,  f  325. 
(11)  Anuraat  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  fSTC. 
(U)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies;    .^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .f— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Sehools,     w— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1}^— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20«— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $\0. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5860  00^— Income  from  same,  551  60.  * 

Books  usxo.— £be(&^g^-Web8ter's  Elementary.  Readit^r^-Youag  and  Porter's  Rbeiori- 
eal  Readers,  Angelrs  Series.  Oeograp/uf-^\ney*s  and  Smith's.  ilrd^melu>— Smith's,  Ad- 
ams',  Daboll's  and  Boiham's.    All  <»{/Mrs---Sevftrel  higher  branches. 

Selections  7rom  Report.  *  *  Tbe  avenge  altendance,  in  all  the  schools, 
has  been  something  like  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  or  thirty  scholars ; — ^thus 
leaving  more  than  one  hundred  of  our  youth  and  children,  of  a  proper  age,  who 
never,  or  only  occasionally,  attend  our  schools.  Such  indifference  and  neglect 
are  truly  culpable ;  and  parents  should  see  to  it,  that  this  evil  is  speedily  re- 
moved, for  upon  the  right  education  of  our  children  depend  our  social,  civil, 
and  religious  institutions. 

We  are  pleased  to  remark,  that  imder  the  present  system  of  education,  oar 
schools  are  increasing  in  usefulness,  and  the  pupils  in  knowledge.  While  we 
feel  grateful  for  this  improvement,  and  rejoice  in  the  good  already  accomplish- 
ed, we  feel  constrained  to  say,  that  a  greater  interest  on  this  subject,  and  a 
more  strict  regard  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  of  this  Commonwealth, 
both  by  parents  and  guardians,  would  greatly  advance  the  cause  of  education 
among  us,  and  better  prepare  our  children  for  useful  business,  and  the  great 
ptupoees  of  life.  We  find  still  many  obstacles  to  impede  the  onward  progress 
of  this  noble  cause,  which  ought  to  be  removed,— difficulties  and  evils  that  call 
loudly  for  reform.    A  few  vnll  be  mentioned. 

In  respect  to  schoolhouses,  we  have  a  few  very  good  ones.  Two  have  been 
built  or  repaired,  the  past  year ;  but  most  of  the  rest  are  in  a  bad  cr  dilapidated 
state,  and  the  sooner  tney  cease  to  cumber  the  ground  on  which  they  stand, 
the  better  for  the  cause  of  education.  They  are  imsightiy  and  painful  looking 
objects.  Of  this  description,  in  a  special  manner,  are  Nos.  7  and  8.  They  are 
absolutely  imfit  for  the  purpose  to  which  they  are  devoted,  and  especially  in 
the  cold  season  of  the  year.  Now  it  is  well  known,  that  the  last  of  these  dis- 
tricts, is  one  of  the  most  numerous  and  wealthy  of  any  in  the  place.  They 
have  more  than  sixty  scholars,  and  are  themselves  living  in  their  ceiled  houses, 
while  their  temple  of  science  lies  waste ;  or  rather,  is  seen  existing  in  the  last 
stages  of  consumption. 

Another  evil  is,  some  of  the  districts  provide  for  their  schools  only  green 
wood,  and  not  always  a  sufficiency  of  that  This  has  proved  a  great  hindrance, 
both  to  the  master  and  the  scholars.  Thus  their  houses  could  not  be  made 
warm  and  comfortable,  till  almost  noon.  The  result  has  been,  that  many  half 
days  of  bodily  comfort  and  mental  improvement  have  been  lost  Yet  time  and 
wares  have  moved  steadily  on. 

In  some  schools,  there  has  been  found  a  great  deficiency  of  books,  especially 
of  the  best  kind.  To  expect  that  our  children  will  make  proficiency  m  their 
studies,  without  books,  is  as  absurd  as  it  was  to  require  brick  of  ancient  Israel 
without  straw.  What  man  can  make  progress  in  labor  without  tools  ?  No  one 
can  expect  it,  who  has  ever  tried  the  experiment 

Another  evil  is,  that  the  prudential  committee  in  some  districts  have  not 
always,  we  fear,  been  governed  by  the  most  correct  motives,  in  the  selection  of 
their  teachers.  As  they  have  but  few  scholars  and  little  money,  for  the  aoJce 
of  lengthening  out  the  school  and  making  this  little  go  a  great  way,  they  have 
felt  constrained  to  look  up  some  cheap  teacher,  who  Siey  hoped  would  answer 
their  purpose.    It  should,  however,  be  remembered,  that  a  good  matructer  fiv 
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three  monthfl)  is  every  way  preferable  to  a  poor  one  five  or  six.  Now  would 
such  small  districts  employ  only  female  teachers,  (and  we  have  generally  found 
them  beet  qualified  to  instruct  our  youth,)  they  would  find  a  great  saving  in  the 
expense,  and  in  the  prolongation  of  the  school.  Some,  we  are  glad  to  say,  liave 
taken  this  course,  and  have  found  great  benefit  resulting  from  it.  .  Besides,  in 
some  instances,  they  have  permitted  their  teachers  to  commence  school  without 
ever  applying  for  a  certificate  of  recommendation.  These  things  ought  not  so 
to  be.  The  Law  should  be  respected  and  obeyed.  Many  are  not  aware  what  a 
loss  of  time  and  money,  is  frequently  occasioned  by  the  incompetency  of  in- 
structors. A  teacher  of  youth,  who  is  not  qualified  for  the  office,  is  a  great  and 
lasting  injury  to  the  plastic  mind  of  the  young.  Give  the  arrow  a  wrong  direc- 
tion, and  it  never  hits  the  mark. 

Another  subject  of  animadversion,  on  which  we  feel  constrained  to  speak,  is 
the  apathy  manifested  by  parents,  in  regard  to  the  state  and  prosperity  of  the 
schools.  They  are  too  indifierent  to  the  progress  their  children  are  making  in 
knowledge.  They  do  not  visit  the  school-room,  as  they  should,  to  understand 
the  ability  and  management  of  the  teacher ;  and  to  witness  the  order,  regularity, 
and  mental  improvement  of  the  pupils.  In  every  other  department  of  busi- 
ness, you  visit  your  laborers,  to  see  if  their  work  is  well  done.  None  are  suf- 
.fered  to  labor  month  after  month,  without  inspection,  but  your  schoolmaster. 
By  frequent  visitation,  you  ought  to  know  the  progress  the  scholars  are  making 
in  the  different  branches  of  study.  And  thus,  by  your  presence  and  encour- 
agement, cheer  and  animate  both  the  teacher  and  the  taught 

In  conclusion,  we  would  recommend  that  more  attention  be  paid  to  moral 
cultivation,  in  the  several  school  districts.  Our  children  should  not  only  be 
taught  knowledge,  but  useful  knowledge, — not  only  to  act,  but  to  act  right, — ^to 
act  from  the  best  principles,  with  the  MSt  motives,  and  for  the  best  end.  It  is 
unwise  for  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  that  which  is  to  come,  to  cultivate  the 
intellect,  and  leave  the  heart  unimproved.  Let  our  youth  be  earl^  instructed 
in  their  duty,  both  to  God  and  man.  Teach  them  the  great  principles  of  im- 
partiality, of  equity,  of  benevolence,  and  of  truth.  Let  them  be  trained  as  intel- 
lectual and  moral  beings,  for  the  sreatest  usefulness  on  earth,  and  highest  hap- 
piness beyond  the  grave.    *    •    •  ' 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^— Pbimtus  Clabk,  Rxubkn  Piskcs,  Wm.  A.  Batm. 
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nWTTTMi^WA\r  r(X)?op«liHioq,l,W?    Valualioii,  J«7^  ??. 

iSMLjL»iJSt±i:lAI¥t^    .      .      J      »a>rtMir  of  Piibfic  fiteboaji,  9. 

(5)  QTo.  of  Scliolart  pf  fll  •««•  mi  «11  the  fikliMJt-*I«  Swnmer,  lB»-*In  Wv^flT,  9^1. 
(9)  Average  attendance  in  the  Sehoolt— In  Sammer,  147-- In  Winter,  96S. 

<4)  No.  of  person*  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  884.— No.  of  personi  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  S5. 

(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  43  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  18  7— Iq  Wmter,  25  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  rn^nth,  including  boa^d^-To  Males,  ftS&  37 — ^To  F^maJcHiyf  11  75. 

(8)  Average  valae  of  hoard  per  month-^f  Males,  f(^  S7*-0f  Fpnia|«f  r  t^  97. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  eselosive  of  board— Of  Males,  |I6  OO-Of  Females,  f  6  38. 

(10)  Ammut  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  ymgt%  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fael,  Jt600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^* 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  fortuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Privale  Sehoo^,  and  Schooly  kept  to  prol«W  Coaamon 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .— Aver^gn  Np.  of  Sehplaup,      « — ^Aggi?e- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amoont  of  Local  Funds,  %         .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— fifpeZ/Jr^gp— National  and  Cumming's  JSeacftng^^oung  and  Oassieal  Read- 
ers, Introduction  to  the  National  Reader  and  the  First  Class  Book.  {TranHRar^-Smith's.  Qtf 
ompAy— Smith's  and  OIney's.  ^IrieAmefuN— Colburn's,  Emerson's  and  Smith's.  All  oQxen^ 
Blake's  Philosophy,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Goodrich's  History. 

Selkctioits  from  Report.  *  *  Your  cominittee  *  *  are  happy  to 
state,  tkmt,  with  a  few  ezceptiona,  and  these  of  trifling  importance,  nothing  has 
occurred,  within  the  past  year,  to  mar  that  harmony  and  good  understanding, 
which  ought  ever  to  exist  between  parents,  teachers  and  scholars,  in  order  to 
make  our  schools  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

When  candidates  have  presented  themselves  for  examination,  we  have 
strictly  adhered  to  what  we  considered  to  be  our  duty ;  and,  although  it  maj 
have  been  repugnant  to  our  feelings,  have,  in  several  instances,  rejected  indi- 
viduals, who  have  been  considered  deficient  in  their  literary  qualifications, 
fiut  while  we  have  made  this  an  essential  requisite  in  selecting  teachers,  yet, 
in  some  instances,  where  they  have  been  possessed  of  the  competent  literary 
qualifications,  and  have  received  our  approbation,  we  have  been  disappointed, 
and  even  pained,  in  witnessing  a  complete  failure  in  the  noanagement  of  their 
schools ;  thus  showing,  that  high  literary  attainments,  and  an  aptness  to  teach, 
are  not  necessarily  connected. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  suggest  that  parents  do  not  seem  to  feel, 
sufliciently,  the  ipoportance  of^our  Common  Schools.  The  mass  of  our  popula- 
tion, if  educated  at  all,  must  be  educated  in  these  schools.  It  follows,  that  the 
intelligence,  discipline,  and  respectability  of  the  rising  generation,  must  be 
graduated  by  their  character. 

Children  watch  the  feelings  and  movements  of  their  parents;  and  discover, 
as  if  by  intuitive  perception,  the  most  delicate  indications  of  preference  or  pre- 
judice, interest  or  indifference.  And  their  attachment  to  school,  and  their  in- 
terest in  its  duties,  will  generally  be  in  proportion  to  die  degree  of  interest 
manifested  by  their  parents.  We  have,  therefore,  observed,  with  the  deepest 
regret,  that  most  of  our  schools  begm  and  dose  without  oTor  being  cheered 


witli  lli«ir  pMwiMB^.  We  would  ^HMMf  r«<HManMnd  to  idl  |MMtit0,  16  iMI 
their  respeetive  sohools,  at  least,  at  tii^il*  oomiti^iieetneDi  and  end.  Children  will 
tbtia  be  taught  to  appreciate  the  importance  ef  tfaei^  bbjeM^  atid  df  thii  6pp6lW 
nitiea  to  be  derived  from  them.    *    •    * 

Your  eomhiittee  would  further  suggest  the  ptopriety  of  intrcidudtfit  mord 
apparatus  into  our  Gommon  Selioola.  We  Very  much  regret,  that  sO  Httle 
attentidu  has  hitherto  been  paid  to  tbta  iraipofnant  subject  E^^  fittilitr 
should  be  afibrded,  and  every  inducement  held  out  to  th^  scholar,  that  can  In 
any  way,  make  his  labor  cheerful  lind  bis  thak  pleasant  And,  certtiinlV,  noth- 
ing should  be  onlitted,  in  our  Common  Schools,  tljat  can  assist  the  scnolar  to 
become  more  fully  acquainted  with  th<$  several  branches  there  taught 

Not  that  any  apparatus,  or  new  improvement,  can  supersede  the  necessity  of 
close  and  continued  efibrt  on  the  part  of  the  scholar.  This  should  be  distinctly 
and  definitely  impressed  upon  his  mind.  He  may  have  the  grdatest  ftcilities, 
and  be  taught  how  to  employ  them  to  the  best  possible  advantage ;  but,  unless 
he  make  the  effort  and  a|ipropriate  them  to  his  own  use,  they  will  be  of  no 
avail  to  him.  Thus,  while  we  afford  our  schools  every  facility,  that  can  assist 
the  scholars  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  we  should  see  that  they  serve  aS 
stimulants  to  excite  them  to  well  durected  and  vigorous  effort,  and  not  as  mo- 
tives to  indolence  and  inactivity. 

In  closing  this  report,  your  committed  would,  most  eamestiv,  recommend  to 
your  favorable  consideration^  the  remarks  of  the  Board  of  flducation,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Oommou  School  Library.  And,  as  all  difficulties  are  now  re- 
moved, with  regard  to  making  a  proper  selection  of  books,— as  the  Board  of 
Education  have  selected,  and  caused  them  to  be  printed,  in  a  neat  form  and 
at  a  low  pricci— we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  every  school  in  town 
will  be  supplied  with  tne  Common  School  libraiy.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.^J.  T.  Ma«bet,  S.  A.  StASLST,  L.  L.  Scammsll. 


TiJ?  A  TATT^J?  J?  /^  ^W  I*opuIati6n,  2,237.    Valuaiion,  5303,749  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  ia  all  the  Schools,— In  Summer,  392— In  Wioler,  £09. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  281 — In  Winter,  352. 

(4)  No.  of  persotts  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  06$— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School^  28. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  58  mths.  21  days — ^In  Summer,  35— In  Winter,  23  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M  8— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^30  62^— To  Females,  $H  08. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  37— Of  Females,  $S  37. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^21  25 — Of  Females*  $1 70. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     , — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     «— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g       , 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  21i|. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  150.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^399. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^5,000  00.— Income  from  same,  ;^250  00. 

Books  used —fiM^/ing— Webster's.  Reading—The  Holy  Bible,  Emerson's  Readers. 
Grammar — Alger's  Murray's.  GeoffrapkY—Fiem^H  and  Worcester's.  Arithmetic — Colburn's^ 
Smith's  and  Parley's.  AU  others — Goodrich's  and  Worcester's  History,  Walker's  Dictionary, 
Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy. 

SsifCGTiORs  FROM  Rbport.  *  *  Your  committee  are  happy  in  being  able 
to  state  to  the  town,  that  we  think  the  general  appearance  of  the  schools  im- 
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pioyiiig*  NoMlioolliMappatrad  -tm  imperfectlj  at  th6  elosiDg  exaaunatioii 
the  past  yaar,  as  two  or  three  appeared  the  year  preceding.  In  most  of  them, 
better  order  has  been  maintaiDed.    The  scholarB  are,  in  general,  better  aup- 

Elied  with  books  than  formerly,  and,  with  few  exceptiona,  with  thoee  approved 
y  the  committee.  The  advantage  of  this  is  seen  in  the  increased  proficiency 
of  moat  of  the  schools,  especially  in  spelliogy  reading,  geography  and  arithme- 
tic. In  grammar,  we  think  the  proficiency  is  less  observable.  Considerable 
attention  has  been  paid,  we  notice,  in  some  of  our  schools,  to  natural  philoso- 
phy and  history.  While  we  regard  these  studies,  especially  the  histor^  of  the 
United  States,  as  very  important,  we  cannot  recommend  their  introduction  into 
our  schools,  except  so  fiir  as  their  pursuit  does  not  interfere  with  due  attention 
to  branches  strictly  fundamental.  Let  the  foundation  be  well  laid,  and  we  have 
little  fears  that  the  superstructure  will  not  rise,  even  without  the  teacher's  aid. 

The  committee  wish  to  repeat  the  suggestion  which  we  have  before  made, 
that  we  regard  proficiency  in  spelling  and  reading,  as  the  basis  of  all  valuable 
education.  We  know  the  tendency  in  scholars  to  undervalue  these  branches, — 
to  regard  them  as  beneath  the  attention  of  those  who  are  old  enough  to  pursue 
other  studies.  Parents,  too,  not  unfrequently  feel  that  their  children  are  attend- 
ing school  to  very  little  purpose,  so  long  as  they  report  that  spelling  and  reading 
are  their  main  business ;  and  they  are  disposed  to  think  teachers  "  behind  the 
age,"  ii^  when  they  discover  that  their  pupils  are  deficient  in  these  branches, 
they  require  them  to  omit  others,  and  direct  their  attention,  with  more  concen- 
tration, to  these.  So  strong  are  the  feelings  of  some  parents  on  this  point,  and 
ao  loudly  are  their  complaints  uttered,  that  few  teachers  have  moral  courage 
enough  to  risk  the  censure  they  would  incur,  by  directing  the  studies  of  their 
pupils  according  to  their  own  judgment  Were  it  in  the  power  of  your  com- 
mittee to  mould,  at  will,  the  sentiments  of  this  community  in  reference  to  edu- 
cation, we  ahould  wish  to  produce  on  the  mind  of  every  parent,  a  conviction  of 
the  preeminent  importance  of  having  his  children  taught,  first  of  all,  to  spell 
our  lauffuage  correctly,  and  to  read  it  with  fluency  and  propriety.  Then  let 
tlie  child  be  led  on  to  other  important  studies,  alwavs  fixing  the  number  to  be 
pursued,  simultaneously,  within  narrow  limits;  and  selecting  those  which  are 
nest  adapted  to  awaken  interest  and  impart  useful  information,  while  they  call 
into  vigorous  exercise  all  the  intellectual  powers.    *    *    * 

Upon  the  character  of  our  Common  Schools  is  very  much  to  depend  the 
character,  intellectual  and  moral,  of  the  future  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth. 
Of  course,  upon  our  schools  is  to  depend  the  infiuence  which  this  Common- 
wealth is  to  exert  upon  the  destinies  of  our  nation  and  the  world.  Now  these 
schools  are  to  be, — with  the  blessing  of  GkKl  they  will  be,— just  what  we  choose, 
by  our  exertions,  to  make  them.  They  may  be  hot-beds  of  depravity,  or  they 
may  be  nurseries  of  intelligence  and  correct  moral  principle,  where  shall  vege- 
tate, and  bud,  and  rapidly  advance  toward  maturity,  all  that  is  pure,  and  lovely, 
and  of  good  report.  It  is,  then,  impossible  to  estimate  too  highly  their  impor- 
tance.   *    *    * 

The  Jini  of  the  causes  which  we  would  mention  is,  indi^krmot^  on  the  pert  of 
moMf  paradSf  rttpitiing  ihi  improvtmiaA  ^  ihdr  ekUdren,  This  is  manifest,  in 
some  cases,  in  neglecting  to  provide  comfortable  raiment  Your  committee 
could  name  some  instances,  where  children  who  were  healthy  and  active,  have 
been  detained  nearly,  or  quite,  the  whole  year  from  school.  When  we  have 
inquired  the  reason,  we  have  been  answered,  '*  they  have  not  comfi>rtable  oloth- 
ing."  In  most  such  cases,  the  cause  has  not  been  actual  poverty,  for  then  the 
hand  of  charity  would  have  supplied  the  deficiency.  Tne  su&ring  of  these 
children  to  roam  the  streets  and  fields  uncontrolled,  and  to  waste  their  invalu- 
able time  in  idleness  or  vice,  must  be  charged  to  their  parents'  unconcern, 
whether  they  make  any  improvement  or  not 

The  indifierence  of  some  parents  is  manifest  in  neglecting  to  have  their  chil- 
dren ready  for  school  at  seasonable  hours,  or  in  keeping  them  at  home  for 
alight  reasons.  We  mention  these  together,  because  tardiness  and  absence, 
when  frequent  amount  to  about  the  same  thing,  in  their  efiVct  upon  the  schotar. 
Our  hearts  have  been  pained  as  we  have  looked  over  the  ^  Registers"  of  some 
of  our  schools,  and  noted  the  great  difference  between  the  whole  number  of 
Bcholorsy  and  the  average  attendancer-a  difierence  varying  in  the  oeveral  dis- 


SCHOOL  RETUftNS.  837 

trietiy  yet  In  all,  safficiently  great  to  indicate  tiiat  many  paienti  mn  8«dly  wuit- 
ing^in  ooncerii,  whether  their  children  enjoy  the  advantages  of  school  or  not 

l^arents  may  mapiiest  an  interest  in  the  improvement  of  their  childrejo,  by 
frequent  and  kind  inquiries  respecting  their  lessons,  their  difficulties,  and  their 
isucceBses.  But  in  numerous  instances,  there  is  great  deficiency  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duQT.  £yen  if  parents  know  which  books  their  children  uscl 
and  have  given  them  the  geneitd  charge  to  sftic^,  tney  often  leave  them  to  ploa 
on  without  i^ympathy,  and  without  encouragement 

Some  parents  show  that  they  prefer  the  dimes,  and  cents,  and  mlUs^  which 
their  children  can  earn  even  in  childhood,  to  their  improvement  Th^y  can 
keep  them  at  home  the  first  month  of  a  two  or  three  months'  school,  and  when 
they  let  them  go,  it  is  done  so  grudgingly  as  to  spoil  their  enjoyment  A  (Ksholar 
need  not  have  made  much  proficiency  in  the  science  of  calculation,  to  deter- 
mine with  much  certainty,  the  degree  of  interest  which  a  parent  feels  in  his 
improvement,  who  can  keep  him  at  home  during  half  the  continuance  of  a  brief 
school ;  or  can  call  him  out  a  week  at  a  time,  and  thus  deran^  his  plans,  damp 
his  ardor,  and  efi^tually  defeat  his  progress,  merely  to  add  his  eaminn  to  the 
store  akeady  accumulated.  Such  a  parent  may  gravely  lecture  his  chiui  on  the 
importance  of  education ;  but  the  reflection  can  scarcely  fidl  to  force  itself 
upon  the  mind  of  that  child,  that  he  is  indebted  for  the  little  opportunity  of  im- 
provement be  does  enjoy,  to  the  ftct  that  his  labor  cannot  always  be  rendered 
profitable^ 

We  cannot  forbear  a  passing  remark,  in  this  connection,  on  the  disastrous 
influence  which  the  indifierence  of  parents,  manifested  in  this  way,  exerts  upon 
the  schools,  of  which  their  children  are  members.  Every  one,  acquainted  with 
the  proper  management  of  a  school,  well  knows,  that  a  class  can  make  but 
little  progress,  unless  its  exercises  move  on  with  harmony,  promptness  and 
•neigy.  But  how  can  this  be  expected  in  a  class,  a  part  of  whose  members 
are  nequently,  perhaps  daily,  disheartened,  by  the  requisitions  of  parents  upon 
them,  compliance  with  which  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  successful  pur- 
suit of  study?  Now  our  schools  are,  for  the  most  part,  made  tip  of  classes ; 
and,  if  the  progress  of  these  be  prevented,  the  improvement  of  the  school  is,  of 
course,  rendered  a  nullity.  Those  parents,  therefore,  whose  avarice  prevents 
the  progress  of  thehr  own  children,  roust  bear  the  additional  responsibility  of 
contributing,  also,  to  prevent  that  of  others ;  for  we  are  held  responsibio^  at  the 
tribunal  of  Heaven,  for  our  influence,  indirect  as  well  as  direotrnfor  the  good 
we  prevent,  as  well  as  the  evil  we  da 

Many  parents  manifest  theur  indifierence,  by  neglecting  to  visit  the  schools 
which  their  children  attend.  There  are  some,  in  evei^  district,  whom  your 
committee  usually  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  especially  at  tne  closing  ex- 
aminations ;  but  truth  compels  us  to  add,  that  we  have  sometimes  been  the 
only  visiters  on  such  occasions.  There  are  a  few,  too,  in  some  of  our  districts, 
who  occasionally  honor  the  schools  with  a  call,  daring  their  progress ;  espe- 
cially, if  they  learn  that  there  is  any  thing  particularly  commendable  or  cen- 
surable in  tneir  management  When  we  have  Said  this,  we  have  given  the 
parents  of  this  community  ail  the  credit  they  deserve  in  this  matter.  Would 
that  all  parents  could  be  made  to  feel  the  importance  of  frequently  entering  the 
schoolhouses,  where  their  children  are  assembled,  even  if  it  were  but  for  a  few 
moments,  and  as  silent  spectators.  What  if  they  do  not  feel  able  to  hear  reci- 
tations, or  address  the  school?  Their  very  presence  bespeaks  an  interest 
which  inspires,  with  new  cheerfulness  and  energy,  both  teacher  and  s<)holar8» 
Children,  apt  interpreters  of  human  conduct,  are,  at  a  very  early  period,  too 
efifectually  taught  by  observation  that  <*  actions  speak  louder  than  words,"  to 
^ve  credence  to  professions  of  interest  in  their  improvement,  whose  sinceriQr 
js  never  exhibited  in  practice. 

A  jeoond  cause,  the  operations  of  wluch  are  adverae  to  the  highest  usefiilness 
of  our  schools,  is,  a  readifUM  on  Ihe  part  ofmamfparenta^  raMyio  esfiSMfi,  sr  lo 
jpeoik  disrespectfully  ofteatAers.  To  tnis  topic,  we  briefly  alluded  in  our  last 
report ;  but  it  deserves  renewed  mention. 

A  teacher  enters  a  school,  wkh  a  determbMtion  to  do  his  Minost  fbr  Hs  im- 
provement  He  organises  Hie  idMN^  and  sdofMsa  syitsm^f  diielpliiie  «Md 
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iDfltraetioD,  which  his  own  reflection  has  tanght  him  are  heat;  and  no  teadier, 
who  does  not  adopt  his  own  plan,  and  execute  it  in  his  own  way,  will  ever 
render  much  service  to  any  school.  He  announces  his  method  of  procedure; 
and  the  cJiild  returns,  at  evening,  to  the  domestic  circle  and  repeats,  (perhaps 
correctly,  perhaps  incorrectly,)  what  he  has  heard  from  his  tnstructer.  At  this 
,  juncture,  the  parent  need  do  nothing  more  than  to  pronounce  the  system  inju- 
dicious, to  undermine  the  child's  confidence  in  the  teacher,  and  e&sctually  to 
extinguish  all  respect  for  his  discipline.  Does  the  teacher  undertake  to  «n« 
force  obedience  ?  The  child  is  predisposed,  by  the  intimations  he  has  heard 
at  home,  to  doubt  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  his  requirements.  He  has  been 
taught,  by  those  in  whom  he  confides  more  than  in  all  others,  that  they  are  inju- 
dicious. Who,  under  such  circumstances,  can  anticipate  cheerful  submission 
from  the  pupil  ?  Is  it  not  plain,  that,  if  he  submits  at  all,  he  does  it  as  **the 
least  of  two  evils,"  rather  than  as  an  act  of  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  duty  ? 
IVhat  greater  stimulus  to  insubordination  can  a  scholar  have,  than  the  opinion 
of  his  parent  that  the  instructer^s  discipline  is  unwise  ?  A  doubt,  even,  ex- 
pressed by  a  parent  in  such  a  case,  will  unfavorably  affect  the  child. 

But  the  case  is  still  worse,  when  the  parent  listens  to  all  the  complaiints  of 
the  child,  and  admits  them  as  of  course  correct,  because  uttered  by  hiB  child. 
From  that  moment,  the  intercourse,  between  that  child  and  his  instnicter,  be- 
comes a  kind,  of  strife  ;  on  one  hand,  a  determination  to  enforce  obedience ; 
on  the  other,  not  to  yield  to  it  What  benefit  can  a  child  derive  from  a  teach- 
er's labors  in  such  circumstances  ?  Much  better  for  himself,  and  for  the  school, 
that  he  should  be  at  home.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTGE*— R.  S.  SroRas,  J.  Pkrxihs,  L.  Matthbws. 


BROOKLINE,    .      .      .     J  (l)  Populalinn  1,083     Valuatio^^ 

'  (        Mumber  of  Piiblic  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ag^es  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  15?— In  Winter,  171. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  114 — In  Winter,  133. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  237. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  7. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  41  mths.— In  Summer,  2d— In  Winter,  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.  1 — F.  3. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  3 — ^F.  1. 

>  (7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^I'o  Males,  ^35  00^-To  Females,  ^12  67. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $13  00— Of  Females,  $5  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board^Of  Males,  $^  CO— Of  Females,  ^7  01. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $iJ0SO. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contribated  for  Public  Schools,  $      , 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .r— Average  namber  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  andSchools  kept  to  prolong  Ck>mmoB 

Schools,  5.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  56.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  62.p-AggTe- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5 1,932. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $^,501  74.— Income  from  same,  $^0  10. 

Books  used. — Spelling— -Emerson^a,  Readings— Young  Reader,  Introduction  to  National 
Reader,  Mount  Venmu  Keader,  National  Reador,  First  Class  Book  and  Bible.  Grammar-^ 
Smith's.  GeoflT-opAy— Worcester's  First  Book,  Smith's.  Ariikmetie^l^meT9on*a  Ist,  2d  and 
Sd  Parts.  ^^otAcr»— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Parker's  Progiessive  Exercises  ia  En- 
glish Composition. 

Selections  fkom  Report.  *  •  Your  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that 
the  improvement  ^made  iu  the  schoolhotises,  the  past  year,  is  very  commenda- 
ble, la  one  district,  a  neat  and  very  commodious  house  has  been  erected,  and 
in  another,  alterations  have  been  made  which  should  be  regarded  as  great  im- 
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proYWiieiitB.  *  *  Every  thing  io  and  around  a  Bchoolhouse,  should  be  made 
mt  convenient  and  pleasant  as  possible ;  so  that  all  the  associations  connected 
with  the  place,  where  the  mind  is  to  be  unfolded  and  disciplined,  may  be  of  the 
most  pleasing  and  cheerful  kind.  No  pains  ought  to  be  spared  to  give  to  chil- 
dren, at  that  interesting  period  in  life,  when  they  attend  Public  Schools,~when 
the  mind  is  in  its  plastic  or  moulding  state,  and  when  they  are  forming  the 
taste,  the  habits  and  characters,  by  which  they  are  to  be  controlled  in  future 
life, — ^the  fnost  agreeuble  accommodations  in  every  thing  which  pertains  to  their 
intellectual  pursuits. 

The  committee  are  also  happy  to  say,  that  the  citizens  of  this  town  have 
manifested  a  commendable  liberality  and  spirit,  with  respect  to  the  great  sub- 
ject of  education.  It  is  confidently  believed,  that  there  are  few,  if  any,  towns 
u  the  Commonwealth,  whose  expenditures  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  Public 
and  Private  Schools,  are  greater  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  than 
those  of  this  town.  *  *  Our  schools,  and  especially  our  Comriton  Schools, 
ought  therefore  to  be  of  the  very  first  order.  But  while  your  committee  be- 
lieve that  they  are,  as  a  whole,  goodj  they  hesitate  not  to  say  they  are  far,  very 
6r,  from  what  they  ought  to  be,  or  what  they  are  capable  of  being  made,  by 
diligent  and  peraevering  efibrt  There  have  undoubtedly  been  great  improve- 
ments made  within  tho.  last  few  years,  and  our  children  enjoy  advantages  for 
acquiring  knowledge,  far  superior  to  those  enjoyed  by  their  parents.  The  sub'- 
ject  of  education  is  obviously  taking  a  stronger  hold  upon  the  attention  of  the 
community,  and  is  every  year  calling  forth  increased  efforts  for  the  pro- 
motion of  its  interests.  But  still,  is  it  not  a  question  of  imponance,  whether  in 
our  Public  Schools  improvements  are  as  rapid,  advances  as  great  and  efforts  as 
successful,  as  under  the  increased  facilities  it  might  reasonably  be  expected 
they  would  be  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  do  our  Public  Schools  improve  in  a  ratio 
corresponding  to  the  means  afforded  for  improvement  ?  Afler  all  that  has  been 
done,  are  there  not  still  many  faults  to  be  remedied,  many  new  plans  and  meth- 
ods to  be  adopted,  before  Common  Schools,  in  this  town  even,  shall  reach  that 
high  standard  at  which  they  should  continually  aim,  and  which,  by  proper  man- 
agement and  care,  is  obviously  attainable  ?  How  can  the  standard  of  our  Pub- 
lic Schools  be  elevated  to  its  appropriate  place  ? 

In  reply  to  this  question,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  should 
be  among  all  classes,  some  more  correct  and  definite  ideas  of  the  influence  and 
importance  of  these  schools.  It  is  now  geuerally  admitted,  that  knowledge  is 
not  only  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions,  but  to  their  very  ex- 
istence. The  history  of  the  past  furnishes  us  with  abundant  evidence  that  an 
Ignorant  people  cannot  long  be  a  free  people.  Intelligence  and  viitue  are  the 
only  safeguards  against  des)]otism.  Aud  ttie  intelligence  of  any  community  de- 
pends very  much  upon  the  character  of  its  Common  Schools.  These  collec- 
tively, in  our  country,  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  corner-stone  of  our  republic. 
To  tne  citizens  of  each  respective  town  is  committed  the  important  trust  of  see- 
ing that  these  schools  are  well  and  regularly  sustaiued  ;  and  none  should  allow 
themselves  to  believe  that  it  is  of  small  importance  to  them  in  what  manner 
they  are  sustained.  It  should  be  remembered  that  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity are  to  receive,  in  these  schools,  all  the  education  they  will  have ;  and 
will  go  out  to  act  their  part  in  society,  with  only  the  amount  of  knowledge 
which  is  there  acquired.  And  there,  others  are  to  commence  their  intellectual 
life, — to  receive  impressions  and  habits  which  will  accompany  them  through 
their  whole  collegiate  and  professional  studies,  and  indeed,  through  all  future 
time.  No  one  who  has  been  connected  with  any  of  our  higher  schools,  and 
been  obliged  to  labor  fur  months  and  years,  to  correct  evil  and  superficial  habits 
which  were  acquired  in  Common  Schools,  and  give  the  mind  a  new  and  right 
direction  in  its  intellectual  pursuits,  can  be  indifierent  in  respect  to  this  sub- 
ject And  it  is  highly  important,  that  all  have  more  enlarged  and  correct  views 
of  the  influence  which  the  instruction,  given  in  our  Public  Schools,  has  in  form- 
ing national  and  individual  character. 

Your  committee  would  suggest,  that  there  are  generally  too  limited  vievvs 
entertained,  in  respect  to  the  proper  qualifications  of  teachers  in  our  Public 
Schools.  The  appropriate  business  of  all  who  engage  as  teachers,  is  to  give 
direction  to  immortal  minds.    And  it  can  never  be  a  matter  of  small  impor- 
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tttttee,  irhat  that  direeti<«  n.  To  tibe  tMchon  of  our  BohoolB  «re  oamaMti 
our  children,  and  i?lth  them  the  dearaat  interaata  of  their  praamt  and  fttHna 
eziatence.  And  ought  paienta  to  he  indiffiBrent,  in  reapeet  to  the  quafiieatioDa, 
both  intellectual  and  mora],  of  thoae  to  whom  they  oommil  aueh  important 
truats?  Or  ought  they  to  have  limited  yiewa  reapecting  theae  qualifioBliooa  ? 
la  there  not  an  evil  here  to  be  remedied,  before  we  can  expect  to  aee  many 
great  improvements  in  the  ayatem  of  Common  School  inatniction? 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  no  arrangementa  afaould  be  nnade  with 
teachera,  until  aomething  definite  ia  Icnown  in  reapeet  to  their  moral  and  intal* 
lectual  habits,  their  aptneaa  in  teaching  and  governing,  and  other  qualkiea 
which  are  deairable  in  one  who  ia  to  foe  3ie  example  and  gtnde  of  our  efaildrea. 
It  may,  in  aoroe  inatancea,  take  time  and  trcAible  to  obtain  the  roquiaite  knowl- 
edge  upon  theae  pointa,  but  it  ia  time  and  trouble  which  will  be  abundant^ 
repaid.  And  when,  after  the  moat  aolicitoua  and  diligent  inquiry  of  thoae  who 
can  give  the  requisite  Inibmiation,  arrangements  are  made  with  a  teacher  by 
the  prudential  committee,  it  ahould  be  with  the  diatinct  understandkig,  that  he 
can  enter  the  achool  at  the  specified  time,  only  on  condition  that  he  auetain  be- 
Ibre  the  achool  committee  of  the  town,  a  rigid  and  thorough  examination  in 
every  branch  that  ia  to  be  taught  in  the  school  which  it  ia  prouoeed  to  eoounk 
to  bia  care.  The  law  upon  thia  aubject  ia  definite  and  fulL  No  teacher  baa  a 
right  to  go  into  a  Public  School,  aa  an  inatructer,  until  he  baa  obtained,  from  a 
majority  of  the  school  committee,  a  certificate  of  their  approbation.  Nor  can 
he,  in  any  court  erf*  law,  coUeot  a  fiurthing  in  pay  for  hia  labor  without  aoeii  eer* 
tificate,    *    ♦    a 

Your  committee  alao  believe,  that  it  would  tend  to  elevate  the  atandard  of  our 
Public  Schools,  if  the  acholara  were  kept  longer,  and  drilled  more  thoroughly 
on  the  elementary  branchea  of  an  education.  Tlie  tendency,  formerly,  was 
perhapa  to  the  oppoaite  extreme.  But  if  we  miatake  not,  at  the  preaent  day^ 
children  are  hurned  fi'om  the  rudimenta  of  knowledge,  aa  inaignifieant  or  un* 
Important,  to  aonie  of  the  higher  branchea  of  an  education.  Hence  the  intellae- 
tual  character  of  many  is  like  a  houae  without  a  lower  story.  It  may  be  beau* 
tiful  in  aome  respects,  but  it  has  no  solid  fiMindation  upon  which  to  reat;  An 
education,  in  <H:der  to  be  valuable  and  complete^  must  nave  a  good  foundation, 
and  be  aymmetrical  in  all  its  parte.  It  is  utterly  useleaa  to  attempt  to  hasten 
children  along  faster  than  they  understand  what  they  study.  They  want  the 
principles,  the  flindamental  principles,  of  all  they  attempt  to  maeter,  thoroughly 
fixed  in  the  mind.  The  whole  tendency  of  the  other  course^  ia  to  make  auper* 
ficial  acholara,  and  superficial  men.  ming  unacquainted  with  principles^  and 
not  understanding  clearly  why  a  thing  is  so,  there  can  be  no  independence  in 
thought  or  action.  They  have  left  behind  them,  as  they  advanced,  a  thouaand 
difficultiea  unconquered,  and  they  will  be  embanraased  and  superficial  through 
life.  In  those  days  when  there  were  but  three  or  four  books  in  the  schools^ 
and  these  perusea  and  studied  again  and  again,  we  had  men  of  mora  mature 
judgments,  more  intellectual  independence,  than  thoae  who  are  now  hurried 
through  some  fifty  hooka,  whose  principles  they  know  nothing  about  Lei  it  be 
impressed  upon  the  mind  of  the  child  early,  that  he  is  to  advance  no  ft»ter  than 
he  does  it  with  a  thorough  understanding  of  what  he  goes  over,  and  let  this  be 
carried  out,  and  we  shall  find  our  Children  will  be  fhr  better  prepared  for  the 
dutiea  of  active  lifo.  Let  one  book,  even  if  it  be  but  a  **  spelling  book,"  be  tho- 
roughly mastered  before  it  is  entirely  laid  aside  for  another,  and  more  may  be 
done  in  preparing  for  the  duties  of  life,  in  two  years,  than  is  now  sometimes 
done  in  ten.  We  care  not  how  many  books  are  studied,  if  they  be  studied  so 
as  to  be  thoroughly  understood.  But  we  are  most  decidedly  opposed  to  this 
skimming  over  the  surface  of  ao  many  studiea,  and  going  into  the  depths  of 
none.^  It  is  a  just  cause  of  remark  and  of  cenaure,  tSat  we  have  but  few  at  the 
present  day,  who  can  spell  correctly.  Many  who  have  acquired  what  is  called 
a  ^  fashionable  education,"  and  sometimes  are  regarded  as  superior  schokirB^ 
cannot  write  a  letter  even,  without  repeated  instances  of  bad  spelling.  So  of 
reading.  We  have  but  very  few  good  readers.  Thia  most  desirable  aocom- 
pliahment  is  overlooked  and  disregarded,  by  a  great  majority  of  teachers,  and  a 
still  greater  majority  of  scholars.    *    *    • 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  interests  of  oar  sohools  would  he 
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if  mora  tinn  ware  ftllotted  for  tlmir  eTBimnlioih  nnd  if  k  was  dii- 
uadentood  that  tbia  aiamiuation  would  be  tliorougb,  and  coodocted  1^ 
tiie  aelKiol  oommitlee  tbemaelvea,  or  more  entirely  at  tbeir  control.  *  *  We 
faetief  e  that  an  endra  afternoon,  at  least,  should  be  devoted  to  the  exanination 
q€  oaeh  of  the  Public  Schools  in  town*  And  the  reasons  why  the  cooiniittee 
should  control  the  examination,  as  suggested,  are  obvious.  Where  a  teacher 
pursues  his  own  method  of  questioning  scholars,  at  such  a  time,  the  oominittee 
are  onsble  to  form  any  definite  ideas  in  respect  to  the  improvement  and  the 
real  condition  of  the  school,  because  they  know  not  how  much  time  has  been 
spent  in  preparing  to  answer  the  questions  proposed.  But  when  the  teacher 
tells  the  committee,  here  is  a  class  which  have  gone  over  so  much  ground,  and 
s»  prepared  to  sostam  an  eimmination  u|)on  what  they  have  gone  over,  the 
cosamittee,  in  a  very  short  time,  by  questioning  them,  can  ascertain  what  thejr 
know  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  studies  which  they  have  pursued*  Or  If 
the  committee  are  disposed  to  refer  the  examination-  of  the  class  back  to  the 
teacher,  sufcject  to  their  control,  the  same  end  may  easily  be  attained.    •    *    * 

Another  suggestion  of  your  committee  is,  that  tliere  should  be  an  effi>rt  to 
secure  a  uniformity  in  regard  to  the  books  used  in  our  Public  Schools.  In  this 
wsy  scholars  may  be  clamd,  and  a  great  amount  of  time  saved  by  the  teacher, 
which  he  can  employ  in  illustrating  and  explaining  the  lessons.  But  where 
there  are  several  kinds  of  books  upon  the  same  branch  of  study,  and  only  one 
or  two  recite  together,  there  can  be  no  time  for  needful  explanations.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  would  further  suggest,  that,  in  order  to  tiecure  any  great  im- 
provement in  the  system  of  education  pursued  in  our  Public  Schools,  there 
most  be  a  hearty  cooperation  of  parents  and  guardians  with  the  school  commit- 
tee. Without  this,  no  efforts  on  the  paft  of  the  teachers,  or  the  committee,  will 
be  salutary  and  effectual  in  producing  the  desired  results.  *  *  In  all  thw 
investigations,  there  should  be  the  greatest  prudence  and  caution.  It  is  rigbt, 
that  they  should  feel  deeply  solicitous  and  make  diligent  inquiries  respecting 
the  schools  to  which  their  children  are  sent  for  instruction,  but  their  inquiries 
should  be  made  of  the  proper  persons  and  with  the  best  of  motives.  It  is  right, 
that  they  should  have  an  opinion  respecting  the  teacher  and  his  method  of  man- 
aging the  school,  but  if  that  opinion  is  unfavorable  to  the  teacher,  it  ought  not 
to  be  expressed  in  the  presence  of  their  children.  It  is  right,  that  they  should 
vratch  and  closely  observe,  but  it  is  by  no  means  advisable  that  children  should 
know  all  the  results  of  tbeir'observation.  Let  parents  censure  and  condemn  a 
teacher,— let  them  express  even  a  doubt  in  relation  to  his  qualificatioDs,  or  show 
to  their  children  a  want  of  confidence  in  him,  as  an  instructer,  and  his  instnic- 
tions  will  be  no  longer  of  any  use  to  those  children.  And  it  is  a  fact,  which  we 
think  fully  substantiated  by  observation,  that  in  most  cases,  where  children 
make  no  improvement,  and  severity  is  used  to  keep  them  in  subjection,  the 
&ult  may  be  traced  to  parents  or  guardians,  who  have  unadvisedly  expressed 
an  opinion  that  the  teacher  is  not  suitable  for  his  station.  And  the  children, 
strengthened  by  that  opinion,  suppose  they  have  a  right  to  trample  upon  the 
laws  and  give  little  or  no  attention  to  the  instructions  of  their  teacher. 

If  parents  are  dissatisfied,  as  they  often  are,  from  a  just  cause,  and  ascertain 
that  a  teacher  has  deficiencies  which  unfit  him  for  bis  station,  and  render  him 
unworthy  of  their  confidence,  they  should  go,  with  their  complaints,  to  those 
who  are  authorized  to  take  prompt  and  efiScient  measures  for  remedying  the 
evil,  but  not  to  their  children. 

Parents  ought,  also,  to  take  measures  to  have  their  children  punctual  and 
regular  in  their  attendance  at  school.  They  ought  carefully  to  avoid  the  habit 
of  keeping  them  at  home,  after  the  hour  a])pointed  for  the  school  to  commence ; 
likewise  that  other  habit,  which  is  still  worse,  of  keeping  them  out  of  school, 
fi^quently,  for  the  day.  When  a  school  is  once  classed  by  the  teacher,  in  order 
to  be  successful,  those  classes  must  be  regular  in  pursuing  their  studies.  Two 
persons  could  not  be  suitable  companions  in  journeying,  if  one  was  to  stop  and 
spend  the  day  frequently,  or  even  occasionally,  while  the  other  was  continually 
progressing.  Nor  can  two  scholars  be  suitable  companions  in  intellectual  pur- 
suits, if  one  is  frequently  kept  a  day  from  his  studies.  The  scholar  himself^ 
seeing  the  more  rapid  advancement  of  his  companion,  will  soon  be  discouraged^ 
sod  M  a  continual  source  of  smbanraBmient  to  his  class  and  his  teachec 
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"  Nor  iboiild  porentB  Mud  children  to  our  Public  Sohooli,  to  nunuo  sttKKei 
which  have  not  been  recommended  by  the  committee.  *  *  it  will  readily 
be  seen,  that,  If  each  parent  should  determine  what  boolw  his  children  shall 
•tudy,  it  would  produce  the  greatest  perplexity  and  confusion.  And,  if  one 
parent  does  it,  we  see  no  reason  why  all  may  not  do  it  with  equal  propria 
ety.    •    •    * 

And,  iiirther,  parents  ought  to  obtain -all  the  information,  upon  the  suli|ect  of 
Common  Schools,  which  they  possibly  can.  Such  is  the  importnnce  of  these 
schools  to  our  children,  and  such  their  general  influence  upon  the  whole  oora- 
muiiity,  that  no  pains  should  be  spared  in  acquirine  knowledge,  which  will 
enable  us  to  elevate  their  standard,  and  promote  their  interests.  They  are 
every  year  becoming  a  subject  of  increasing  interest ;  a  subject,  upon  which 
much  is  said,  by  men  of  great  wisdom  and  experience.  They  are  calling  to 
their  aid,  some  of  the  nob^st  talents,  and  the  most  elevated  and  purest  minds. 
New  methods  for  improvement  have  been  suggested,  and  new  plans,  adopt- 
ed, which  promise  much  in  respect  to  the  elevation  of  the  character  of  our 
Public  Schools.  They  have  been  rising,  and  are  destined  to  rise  still  high- 
er, in  the  estimation  of  the  wise  and  the  good.  We  believe  they  are,  in 
most  places,  different  from  what  they  were  a  few  years  since.  They  are  en- 
grossing the  attention  of  the  several  towns  in  ^  our  Commonwealth ;  and  the 
spirit  of  improvement  seems  to  be  pervading  the  mindt*  of  the  people.  And 
it  is  necessary,  that  every  parent  be  well  acquainted  with  what  is  said  ution 
this  whole  subject,  that  he  may  be  able  to  judge  correctly,  and  act  efSciently, 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  school,  in  his  own  district  and  town.    *    *^    * 

Finally,  your  committee  would  recommend,  that  the  dinner,  usually  pro- 
vided at  the  expense  of  the  town,  for  the  committee,  and  others  connected  with 
the  schools,  at  the  annual  examination,  be  dispensed  with.  If  tiie  plan  pro- 
posed, of  devoting  an  afternoon  to  the  examination  of  each  school,  lie  carried 
uito  effect,  such  a  dinner  will  not  be  called  for.  If  not,  the  committee  believe, 
that  the  money,  usually  appropriated  for  that  object,  may  be  devoted  to  some 
other  object,  which  will  more  directly  benefit  the  town,  or  rather  the  Pub- 
lic Schools  in  the  town.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  OOMMITTEE.^JoHV  Pierce,  Wm.  H.  Shailer,  SAmukl  Craft. 
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SsLxcTioirs  FROM  Rbfort.  *  *  The  several  ■cfaools  have  been  visited, 
summer  aDd  winter,  as  the  law  directs.  During  these  visits,  vour  committee 
have  endeavored  to  ascertain  their  condition,  their  progress,  and  their  principal 
defects.  If  we  should  spealL  of  them  in  regard  to  their  imfiortance,  we  should 
say,  that  their  condition  is  truly  deplorable.  But,  compared  with  the  same 
class  of  schools  in  the  neighboring  towns,  they  do  not  deserve  as  much  cen* 
sure,  as  this  term  would  imply.  They  are,  however,  very  deficient  in  reading, 
and  in  all  those  branches  of  education,  which  exercise  the  hiffherpowers  of  the 
mind,  which  are  best  calculated  to  produce  habits  of  observation  and  reflection. 
Avery  large  proportion  of  the  scholars,  especially  of  the  boys, -finish  their 
school  education,  without  any  knowledge  of  grammar,  history,  astronomy, 
chemistry,  or  natural  philosophy ;  without  any  knowledge  of  their  own  nature, 
or  of  the  nature  of  things  around  them.    *    *    * 

Your  committee,  in  speaking  of  the  condition  of  your  schools,  would  call 
your  attention  to  the  importance  of  a  greater  uniformity  of  books,  in  several 
of  the  districts,  there  are  three  or  four  kinds  of  geographies  and  arithmetics ; 
and  much  of  the  teacher's  time  is  wasted  on  the  extra  classes  which  this  evil 
occasiona 

The  schoolhouses,  in  some  of  the  districts,  demand  your  immediate  atten- 
tion. That  in  the  second  dstrict,  is  a  disgrace  to  any  civilized  community. 
Between  sixty  and  seventy  children  are  crowded  into  a  little,  low,  dirty  room, 
that  could  not  supply  good  air  and  good  accommodations,  to  half  that  number. 
In  the  first  district,  the  seats,  especially  those  for  the  smaller  children,  could 
not  well  be  made  more  uncomfortable,  or  more  injurious  to  the  health  of  those, 
who  occupy  them.  Similar  remarks  will  apply  to  all  the  seats,  in  the  other- 
wise excellent  house,  belonging  to  the  third  district. 

In  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  schools,  during  the  past  year,  ^our  commit* 
tee  would  say,  that,  while  in  some  districts,  there  has  been  great  improvement^ 
in  others,  there  has  been  very  little ;  and  this  fact  we  attribute,  principally,  to 
the  difiference  in  tlieir  teachers.  Some  districts  have  employed  teachers,  that 
were  incompetent,  not  particularly  in  knowledge,  but  in  experience ;  in  a  capa* 
city  to  teach  and  govern.  The  same  schools,  that  have  run  down,  under  the 
care  of  one  teacher,  have  been  brought  up  by  another.    •    *    • 

Jn  conclusion,  your  committee  would  recommend,  as  another  important 
means  of  improving  your  schools,  more  attention  on  the  part  of  parents,  more 
frequent  visits  from  them.  These  visits  would  be  productive  of  many  good 
effects.  Let  parents  go  and  see,  for  themselves,  the  trials  and  difficulties  of  the 
teacher,  and  they  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  giving  him  their  aid  and  en- 
couragement. Let  them  go  in  and  occupy,  but  a  iew  hours,  the  seats  which 
they  have  provided  for  their  children,  and  they  will  see,  at  once,  the  necessity 
of  attending  to  their  schoolhouses;  of  making  those,  who  are  confined  for 
months  and  yeara  in  these  places  more  comfortable  and  happy.  We  are  fully 
convinced,  that,  if  parents,  generally,  were  better  acquainted  with  the  schools, 
to  which  they  send  their  children,  they  would  no  longer  be  indifferent  to  the 
many  evils,  which  now  retard  their  progress ;  and  that  parents  cannot  neglect 
to  inquire  into  these  matters,  cannot  throw  off  their  individual  responsibiJitv 
upon  the  town's  comouttee,  without  great  peril  to  themselves,  and  to  their  ehil- 
dren«    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.^W.  H.  Krapp,  Levi  Littlxfield. 
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(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  198 — In  Winter,  279. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  466.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,    .^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  45  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  30— In  Winter,  15  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summef— M.  — F.  6.*No.  of  Teaeben  ia  Winter—^.  4— F.  2. 
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(7)  ATertfi  wagw  paid  per  motrik  iaehidiiif  board— To  Maim,  $99  56— To  Faaaiety  g$  80. 

(8)  Average  valoe  of  board  per  montb— Of  Males,  flOOD— Of  Penaiet,  g^  00. 

(9)  Average  wagei  per  month  exclosire  of  board—Of  Males,  (19  80-^Of  Females,  ft  80. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  indttding  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  JI800. 
(U)  Anouat  of  board  and  iiiel,  if  any,  eontnbatad  Unr  Poblic  Schools,  f 
(Vt)  No.  of  incorporated  Aeademies,    «— Aggregate  of  mealhs  Ibept,      ^-^verage  ffo.  of 

SeholuB,     .— Aggiegate  paid  for  toition,  g 
<18)  No.  of  uameoffporated  Academiea,  Private  Sekools,  aad  Bduiels  kepi  to  praloag  ConMnoD 

Schools,  Sw— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  l8<«-ATerage  No.  of  8eholan,G0^-''Aggn- 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  gHOO. 
^14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  .—Income  from  same,  g 

Books  used. — £^»e2/tf^g^-Emerson's.  Readitig — Pierpont's  First  Class  Book.  Emerson's  2d 
And  3d  Class  Books.  Grffmmai^-Smlth's.  CTeo^fre^n/lty— Woodbridge's  and  Olney's.  Arith^ 
mrftc— Emerson's  and  Colbum's. 

Selectiovb  from  RspoaT.  *  *  The  great  bumnesf  of  training  the  intel- 
lectual  and  moral  powers  of  man,  is  not  the  work  of  a  day.  Man  is  justly  stud 
to  be  a  bundle  of  habits.  He  learns  this  thing  to-day  and  that  to-morrow. 
Every  influence  that  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  mind  of  the  child,  whether  at 
school,  at  home,  or  abroad,  goes  to  make  up  his  education,  and  form  his  char- 
acter for  time  and  eternity.  Parents,  therefore,  cannot  be  too  solicitous  about 
the  training  of  their  children,  nor  too  cautious  about  the  influences  to  which 
they  are  exposed.  We  of  this  generation,  shall  leave  our  image  and  superscrip- 
tion upon  tne  next  generation.  We  should  do  what  we  can  to  amend  and  im- 
prove this  new  edition  of  the  human  race.    •    *    • 

The  committee  have  no  new  suggestions  to  make,  relative  to  the  flirmation 
of  a  high  school  out  of  the  three  vilhige  districts.  They  have  seen  no  reason  to 
alter  the  opinion  that  they  expressed  the  last  year,  liiey  are  of  the  opinion, 
that  a  teacner  could  do  much  more  for  pupils,  where  many  of  the  same  age 
and  attainments  can  be  classed  together,  than  where  the  aires  and  attainments 
are  dissimilar,  and  classes  have  to  be  greatly  multiplied.  We  repeat  the  sug- 
jl^estion  that  we  made  the  last  year.  We  can  but  express  the  nope,  that  the 
time  IS  not  far  distant  when  the  town  will  understand  its  true  interest  on  this 
aubject,  and  will  harmoniously  adopt  such  oieasures  as  will  secure  that 
Interest    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMnTEE.^MABTiv  Moobe,  H.  G.  O.  Pbipps,  James  C.  Doavc. 


'  c        Number  of  Publie  Sehoob,  11. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Sammer,  586— In  Winter,  796. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools:— In  Summer,  480— In  Winter,  686. 

<4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  7^2.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  35.-*No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  45. 
W  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  95  mths.  14  days  —In  Summer,  50  14— In  Winter,  45. 
<6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer—M.  1— F.  IS.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wioter^M.  11— F.  3. 
<7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  gSt  82— To  Females,  |^13  63. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Ma!es,  g9  73— Of  Females,  gS  27. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  giS  09— Of  Femalei,  gl7  38. 
^10)  AoKNint  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  mdudngoaly  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  53,000. 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contiibated  for  Poblie  Schools,  g 
<12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .^Aggregate  of  BMmtha  kept,     .--▲vsrage  Ne.  of 

Seholan,     .^-Aggr^gate  paid  for  taiftiea,  g 
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(13^^  tip.  of  tmiaebrporated  Academies,  Pritrate  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong^  Common 
Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  36. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  68.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^1,600. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — ^Income  from  same,  j[20  00. 

Books  used. — Spellw — ^Introduction  to  National,  National,  Worcester's  Dictionary. 
Readings— Emerson's  Ist,  xd  and  3d  Class  Readers,  Progressive  Primer,  Alger's  Pronouncing 
Testament.  Grammar — Frost's  and  Smith's.  6?eo£rapAy^— -Smith's,  Worcester's  and  Parley's. 
Arithmetic — Colburn's  and  Emerson's  Series.  AU  others — Worcester's  Epitome  with  Chart, 
Blake's  Philosophy  and  Astronomy,  Sullivan's  Moral  and  Political  Class  Books,  Goodrich's  His- 
tory of  the  U.  S.,  Hitchcock's  Book-keeping,  Conistock's  Chemistry. 

SE1.ECTION8  FROM  REPORT.  *  *  The  school  referred  to,  as  is  well  Imown 
by  many,  was  formerly  in  a  very  low  state,  in  regard  both  to  instruction  and 
discipline.  It  is  now  restored  from  death  to  life.  *  *  To  secure  a  continu- 
ance of  the  services  of  the  present  incumbent  is  a  privilege,  which,  in  tbe  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  ought  not,  at  once,  to  be  relinquished.  They,  therefore,, 
take  this  opportunity  to  express  a  full  conviction  of  the  importance  of  retaining 
the  teacher  just  mentioned,  b^  the  offer  of  adequate  compensation.  What,  we 
ask,  is  the  wue  of  gold  or  silver,  compared  with  the  advantages  of  a  well-dis- 
ciplined and  well-instructed,  or  the  evils  of  an  ill-governed  and  ill-taught 
school  ?  The  loss  sustained  by  employing  incompetent  instKUCters  is  not  al* 
ways,  we  apprehend,  properly  estimated. 

The  committee  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  general 
Bul^ect  of  discipline  in  our  Common  Schools.  It  is  too  often  found,  that  in- 
structers,  who  are  competent  as  respects  literary  qualifications,  do  not  maintain 
such  control  over  their  pupils  as  is  necessary  to  secure  all  the  advantages  of 
good  instruction.  If  there  be  a  want  of  proper  discipline,  it  is  usually  consid- 
ered the  &ult  of  the  teacher,  and  oflen,  without  doubt,  justly.  For,  with  a 
sound  understanding  and  adequate  information,  the  faculty  of  governing  is  not 
always  combined.  Nor  is  a  gift  so  earnestly  to  be  coveted,  easily  acquired,  if 
not  originally  bestowed. 

But  It  is  a  question  of  importance,  whether  the  want  of  proper  discipline  in 
a  school  is,  in  oU  instances,  to  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  ability  to  govern,  on 
the  part  of  the  instructor.  If  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  object  against  the  ex- 
ercise of  authority  over  his  pupils,  he  will  feel  himself  under  resti*aint ;  and,  for 
the  sake  of  pleasmg  his  employers,  the  master  is  tempted  to  put  tbe  reins  into 
tbe  hands  of  the  scholar,  rather  than  keep  them  in  his  own.  It  is  not,  then,  a 
matter  of  surprise,  if  the  schoolhouse  presents  a  scene  of  disorder  and  misrule. 

A  more  prolific  source  of  evil,  however,  is  found  in  a  practice,  which,  we 
fear,  prevails  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  of  expressing,  in  the  presence  of  the 
members  of  a  school,  opinions  unfavorable  to  the  teacher.  In  their  hearing,  his 
faults  are  freely  exposed,  his  character  undergoes  a  severe  scrutiny,  and  his 
demerits,  no  less  than  his  merits,  are  brought  up  in  review.  Parents  become 
listeners  to  the  sad  stories  related  by  their  children,  of  ill  treatment,  of  partiality, 
or  some  other  supposed  wrong;— and  while  they  listen,  indulge  sympathy,  and, 
too  frequently,  without  attending  to  more  than  one  side  of  the  qiiestion,  are  ready 
to  pronounce  a  sentence  of  condemnation.  Thus  the  best  devised  plans  of  the 
ablest  instructors  are  liable  to  be  defeated,  and  their  most  judicious  efforts  to 
be  rendered  unavailing. 

The  increasing  interest,  manifested  by  the  community  at  large,  in  the  im- 
provement of  our  Common  Schools,  is  an  omen  of  good,  and  will,  undoubtedly, 
have  an  auspicious  influence  in  raising  their  character.  In  many  of  the  dis- 
tricts, the  day  appointed  for  the  examination  of  a  school  is  looked  fbrward  to 
with  high  expectation,  and  is  considered  a  grtal  day*  And  the  fact  is  worthy 
of  notice,  that^  at  the  visitation  of  the  Centre  school  in  this  town,  during  the 
present  season,  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  snow  storm,  nearly  one  hundred  spec- 
tators were  present.    •    *    • 

The  next  topic,  to  which  the  committee  would  agaxa,  respectfully  call  your 
attention,  is  the  construction,  as  well  as  location,  of  schoolhouses.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject of  reffret,  parHcuktrlyi  that,  when  repairs  are  made,  or  new  schoolhouses  are 
built,  too  little  regard  is  paid  to  the  accommodation  of  the  occupants  with  com** 
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iortable  seals,  Mfidi  ample  toom  ibr  tha  largest  elassea  to  fom  thenaahpas  an 
the  floor,  and  with  means  of  thoroughly  warming  the  apartment,  where  they 
pt]rsuc  their  studies.  The  proper  mode  of  ventilation,  likewise,  seema  to  have 
met  with  comparativeljr  little  attention.  In  few  oi  the  schoolhouses,  is  any 
other  method  of  ventilation  adopted,  than  raising  or  lowering  the  windows ;  thus 
exposinff  the  health  of  the  children,  hy  a  direct  current  of  cold  air.  £very  one, 
who  reflects  upon  this  subject,  must  at  ouce  be  convinced  of  the  importance  of 
guarding  against  the  evil  of  a  hot  room,  where  the  air  is  inspired  and  eithaled 
until  it  is  exhausted  of  all  its  life-giving  qualitiea.    *    *    * 

bi  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  it  is  justly  ranarked, 
that,  <*  could  the  distaste  for  bocks,  sometimes  manifested  by  young  persons, 
whose  character  is  not  formed,  be  traced  to  its  source,  it  might,  no  doubt,  in 
naany  easee^  be  fbund  in  the  repulsive  exterior,  obscure  type,  unnghtly  paper, 
and  incorrect  printing  of  the  few  books  within  their  reacb."^  May  not  the  dis- 
relish, i^tby  many  children,  for  school  exarcms,  be  traced  to  the  <<  repulsive  ex*- 
tenor*  of  the  schoolAotue,  to  the  **  unsightly''  sehooKnMHn,  with  ittrdefaoed  writs, 
its  rattling  windows,  its  narrow  and  confined  seats,  in  which,  as  in  a  prison- 
house,  they  are  compiled  to  do  penance^  when  they  desire  a  pleasant  retreat, 
with  an  easy  position,  for  the  nurture  of  elevated  tbougfats  taid  the  culture  of 
the  mind  in  all  good  knowledge  ?  It  can  hardly  be  supposed,  that,  in  this  age, 
so  important  a  subject  will  hr^  fail  to  receive  deserved  attentiMi  fltm  every 
portion  of  ouroommunity% 

As  respects  a  seasonable  application  for  eertiflcates  of  recommendation,  the 
committee  feel  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  suggestions 
heretofore  offered  on  this  important  point  It  is  particultmy  desiraMe,  that 
teachers  should  not  be  engaged,  by  prudential  committees,  in  their  respeetlve 
districts,  previously  to  examination  according  to  law.  The  town  con^oiittee 
are  often  placed  in  embarrassing  circumstances,  in  consequence  of  delay  on 
the  part  of  instructors,  to  present  themselves  fbr  approbation ; — in  some  instances, 
until  the  hour  appointed  for  the  opening ;  and,  in  other  instances,  eveh  until 
after  the  commencement  of  the  school,  in  which  their  services  are  expected. 
In  a  case  of  this  kind,  rather  than  disappoint  the  expectations  of  a  district,  there 
is  a  strong  inducement  to  allow  an  imperfectly  qualified  teacher,  to  proceed 
with  his  assigned  task.  An  early  application,  therefore,  for  a  certificate,  is 
earnestly  recommended.  When  it  is  considered,  that  impressions,  fbr  good  or 
for  evil,  are  received  at  an  early  age  in  the  school^room,  and  that  these  im- 
pressions will  remain,  to  exert  a  happv  or  an  unhappy  hifluence  through  the 
successive  stages  of  life,  the  responsibility  of  prudential  committees  cannot  be 
too  forcibly  ursed,  nor  too  deeply  felt.  Nor  will  the  importance  of  the  duty 
devolving?  on  those,  who  select  and  employ  male  or  female  teachers,  appear 
less  striking,  when  that  section  of  the  law  relating  to  schools,  is  taken  into 
view,  which  provides,  that  **  the  school  committee  shall  require yUS  emd  aaHsfac- 
tory  evidence  of  the  good  moral  ckarader  of  all  instructors,  who  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  Public  Schools  in  their  town,  and  shall  ascertain,  by  personal  ex- 
amination, their  literary  qualifications,  and  capacity  for  the  government  of 
schools."    *    *    « 

Finally,  the  committee  unite  in  commending  the  interests  of  the  young,  to 
the  Author  of  existence,  whose  inspiration  has  given  man  understanding.  «*  *  * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  -John  White,  Altan  Lamson,  E.  BtriiGXdS,  Calvin  Duk- 
FXE,  Ezra  Wilkinson,  Wh.  Ellis,  I.  Cleveland. 
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(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  704— In  Winter,  756. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  567 — In  Winter,  614. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,094. — ^No^  of  persons  nnder  4 

yoars  of  1^.  who  aUead  Sc;hool,  49.*-No.  over  16  yeani  of  age  w^  aUand  Mi«ol|  1^ 
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W  Ab9'«K«>»  '««tb  t>r th»  GMmoIi,  184  nthi^^^a  8inuiier»  tt^o  Wkt«v  M« 

(6)  No.  of  Teaelieys  in  Saimner-^M.  6^P.  9.^No.  of  Teachers  ia  WintM^^.  7^P.  9 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  ineluding  board— To  Males,  586  90^To  Females,  J16 1^. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5II  71— Of  Females,  56  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  monUi,  eq^cliisive  of  board— Of  Males,  $25  19"U)f  Females,  JflO  76. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  Uuses  for  the  wppon  el  Schools,  iadading  enly  the  wage*  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  S^;!^- 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  g 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  l.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  IS.— Average  number  of 
Scholars,  70.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ;^7D0. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schook  kept  to  prolong  Gommoii 

Schools,  4. — Aggregate  of  months  kept^  48.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  65.- Aggre* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  j[90. 

(14)  Amouat  of  Local  Funds^  j3,054  64.- Income  from  same,  glBS. 

fiooKS  178J(D.— Sbe/Ztafi^-Speller  and  Definer,  by  E.  Hazen,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Lessons 
in  Worcester's  Reading  Books.  Reouiinff — ^Emerson's  Progressive  Primer,  Worcester's  2d,  8d 
and  4th  Class  Books,  American  First  Glass  Book.  Orammar^?arker*s.  Otoffrapkif^liook 
for  Massachusetts  Children,  Parley's  and  Worcester's  Geography,  Boston  School  Atlas.  Ariih- 
meli^--North  American,  Ist,  2d  and  3d  Parts.  ^^  o^Aer^— History  of  the  U.  S.,  by  C.  A. 
Goodrich,  Bailey's  Algebra,  Lessons  about  Natural  Philosophy,  by  Miss  Swift,  Progressive 
ETWfciaco  itt  Composition,  by  R.  G.  Parker,  Lessons  on  ElouaeiaUon,  by  William  Russdl. 

Rrmart* — ^The  income  of  tho  Surplus  Revenue  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools.    Its  amount  is  not  stated  in  the  return. 

Sei«ections  from  Report.  *  *  The  practice  of  critical  semi-annual  ex- 
aminations, with  reports  of  the  same  to  the  whole  board,  has  been  pursued  the 
kbst  year,  as  it  was  the  previous  year,  with  signal  benefit  to  the  schools.   *  *   * 

One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  improvement  in  reading,  among  the  higher 
classes,  in  our  scliools,  is  the  kind  of  books  used  by  them ;  the  pieces  contain- 
ed in  them  being  altogether  of  too  high  an  intellectual  character.  The  children 
cannot  understand  them ;  and  the  idea  is  perfecdy  preposterous,  that  a  child  can 
read  well,  what  he  does  not  understand.  What  is  it  to  read  well,  but  to  read 
intelligibly; — ^to  present  to  the  ear,  only  and  wholly,  pleasantly  and  forcibly,  the 
authors  meaning.^  But  if  the  meaning  be  not  comprehended,  how  can  this  be 
done  ?  And  not  only  is  the  use  of  such  books  an  obstacle  to  improvement,  but 
it  leads  naturally  and  almost  certainly,  to  the  formation  of  a  ialse  and  unnatu- 
ral style  of  reading,  by  which  the  sense  even  of  passages,  which  are  understood 
by  the  reader,  is  not  given.  To  avoid  this  difficulty,  it  seems  higUy  important 
that  the  simplest  pieces  should  be  selected,  and  that  these  should  be  so  eR« 
plained  and  interpreted  as  to  be  fully  understood  by  those  who  read  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  reports  from  our  grammar  schools,  on  reading,  are  quite 
gratiiying,  and  give  evidence  of  increased  attention  on  the  part  of  the  teachers, 
and  improvemeiit  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

In  the  report  presented  to  the  town  the  last  year,  complaint  was  made  of  the 
spelling  in  our  schools.  To  remedy  this  great  defect,  the  school  committee^ 
through  their  secretary,  ordered,  ^<that  the  teachers  of  the  several  schools  he 
directed  to  give  particular  attention  to  this  department  of  study."  We  are  hap* 
py  to  learn,  tiiat  in  tome  of  our  schools,  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  this 
department ;  still  the  pupils  are  ftr  from  being  as  perfect  as  they  ought  to  be^ 
and  continued  perseverance  will  be  required  on  the  part  of  the  teaobere,  ta  give 
to  their  pupiia  a  readiness  in  this  most  important  art    •    •    • 

in  conclusion,  we  believe  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  have  reason  to 
be  aatiBfied  with  the  present  condition  of  their  schools  $  and  we  believe  that 
the  appropriations  made  by  the  town,  have  been  well  applied,  and  that  they  asa 
already  reaping,  and  will  continue  to  reap,  the  fruits  of  their  liberality,  in  the 
growing  intelligence  and  virtue  of  their  children. 

Of  course,  where  there  are  so  many  schools,  liable  to  constant  changes  in  the 
instrueters,  there  cannot  be  expected  the  same  degree  of  excellence  in  alL 
This  finquent  change  of  instrueters  is  a  great  impediment  to  a  constant  and 
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instruotion,  which  his  own  reflection  has  taught  him  are  best;  and  no  teacher, 
who  does  not  adopt  his  own  plan,  and  execute  it  in  his  own  way,  will  ever 
render  much  service  to  any  school.  He  announces  his  method  of  procedure ; 
and  the  child  returns,  at  evening,  to  the  domestic  circle  and  repeats,  (perhaps 
correctly,  perhaps  incorrectly,)  what  he  has  fieard  from  his  instructor.  At  this 
,  juncture,  the  parent  need  do  nothing  more  than  to  pronounce  the  system  inju- 
dicious, to  undermine  the  child's  confidence  in  the  teacher,  and  effectually  to 
extinguish  all  respect  for  his  discipline.  Does  the  teacher  undertake  to  en- 
force obedience  ?  The  child  is  predisposed,  by  the  intimations  he  has  heard 
at  home,  to  doubt  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  his  requirements.  He  has  been 
taught,  by  those  in  whom  he  confides  more  than  in  all  others,  that  they  are  inju- 
dicious. Who,  under  such  circumstances,  can  anticipate  cheerful  submission 
from  the  pupil  ?  Is  it  not  plain,  that,  if  he  submits  at  all,  he  does  it  as  **  the 
least  of  two  evils,''  rather  than  as  an  act  of  obedience  to  ihe  dictates  of  duty  ? 
"What  greater  stimulus  to  insubordination  can  a  scholar  have,  than  the  opinion 
of  his  parent  that  the  instructer's  discipline  is  unwise  ?  A  doubt,  even,  ex- 
pressed by  a  parent  in  such  a  case,  will  unfavorably  affect  the  child. 

But  the  case  is  still  worse,  when  the  parent  listens  to  all  the  complaints  of 
the  child,  and  admits  them  as  of  course  correct,  because  uttered  by  his  child. 
From  that  moment,  the  intercourse,  between  that  child  and  his  instructer,  be- 
comes a  kind  of  strife ;  on  one  hand,  a  determination  to  enforce  obedience ; 
on  the  other,  not  to  yield  to  it  What  benefit  can  a  child  derive  from  a  teach- 
er's labors  in  such  circumstances  ?  Much  better  for  himself,  and  for  the  school, 
that  he  should  be  at  home.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— R.  S.  Storks,  J.  Pkrkins,  L.  Matthews. 


BROOKLINE,     .       .       .     5  (l)  Population  l,083Va^^^^^^^ 

'  i        Piamber  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  159— lo  Winter,  171. 

(5)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  114— lu  Winter,  ]33. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  237. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  Who  attend  School,  7. 
(*)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  41  mths.— In  Summer,  25— In  Winter,  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^35  00— To  Females,  gift  67. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $13  00— Of  Females,  $5  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ]^2200— Of  Females,  $7  01. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wa^esof 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  J[  1,050. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     ^—Average  namber  of 
Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  andSchools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  56.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  62. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ;^  1,932. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $^J50l  74.— Income  from  same,  gfHO  10. 

Introduction  to  National 
and  Bible.     Chrammar-^ 

^    .    ^  , Arithmetic — Emerson's  Ist,  2d  and 

3d  Parts.    .^^oMers^^Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Parker's  Progressive  Exercises  in  En- 
glish Composition. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  Your  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that 
the  unprovement^made  hi  the  schoolhouses,  the  past  year,  is  very  commenda- 
ble, la  one  district,  a  neat  and  very  commodious  house  has  been  erected,  and 
in  another,  alterations  have  been  made  which  should  be  regarded  as  great  im- 
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provioiiient&  *  *  Every  thing  in  and  around  a  schoolbouse,  should  be  made 
ati  convenient  and  pleasant  as  possible ;  so  that  all  the  associations  connected 
with  the  place,  where  the  mind  is  to  be  unfolded  and  disciplined,  may  be  of  the 
most  pleasing  and  cheerful  kind.  No  pains  ought  to  be  spared  to  give  to  chil- 
dren, at  that  mteresting  period  in  life,  when  they  attend  Public  Schools,— when 
the  mind  is  in  its  plastic  or  moulding  state,  and  when  they  are  forming  the 
taste,  the  habits  and  characters,  by  which  they  are  to  be  controlled  in  future 
life, — the  most  agreeable  accommodations  in  every  thing  which  pertains  to  their 
intellectual  pursuits. 

The  committee  are  also  happy  to  say,  that  the  citizens  of  this  town  have 
manifested  a  commendable  liberality  and  spirit,  with  respect  to  the  great  sub- 
ject of  education.  It  is  confidently  believed,  that  there  are  few,  if  any,  towns 
in  the  Commonwealth,  whose  expenditures  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  Public 
and  Private  Schools,  are  greater  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  than 
those  of  this  town.  *  *  Our  schools,  and  especially  our  Comtiton  Schools, 
ought  therefore  to  be  of  the  very  first  order.  But  while  your  committee  be- 
lieve that  they  are,  as  a  whole,  good,  they  hesitate  not  to  say  they  are  far,  very 
&r,  from  what  they  ought  to  be,  or  what  they  are  capable  of  being  made,  by 
diligent  and  persevering  effort  There  have  undoubtedly  been  great  improve- 
ments made  within  tho.  last  few  years,  and  our  children  enjoy  advantages  for 
acquiring  knowledge,  fkr  superior  to  those  enjoyed  by  tlieir  parents.  The  sub^ 
ject  of  education  is  obviously  taking  a  stronger  hold  upon  the  attention  of  the 
community,  and  is  every  year  calling  forth  increased  efforts  for  the  pro- 
motion of  its  interests.  But  still,  is  it  not  a  question  of  imponance,  whether  in 
our  Public  Schools  improvements  iare  as  rapid,  advances  as  great  and  efforts  as 
successful,  as  under  the  increased  facilities  it  might  reasonably  be  expected 
they  would  be  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  do  our  Public  Schools  improve  in  a  ratio 
corresponding  to  the  means  afforded  for  improvement  ?  Afler  all  that  has  been 
done,  are  there  not  still  many  faults  to  be  remedied,  many  new  plans  and  meth- 
ods to  be  adopted,  before  Common  Schools,  in  this  town  even,  shall  reach  that 
high  standard  at  which  they  should  continually  aim,  and  which,  by  proper  man- 
agement and  care,  is  obviously  attainable  ?  How  can  the  standard  of  our  Pub- 
lic Schools  be  elevated  to  its  appropriate  place  ? 

In  reply  to  this  question,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  should 
be  among  all  classes,  some  more  correct  and  definite  ideas  of  the  influence  and 
importance  of  these  schools.  It  is  now  generally  admitted,  that  knowledge  is 
pot  only  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions,  but  to  their  very  ex- 
istence. The  history  of  the  past  furnishes  us  with  abundant  evidence  that  an 
ignorant  people  cannot  long  be  a  free  people.  Intelligence  and  virtue  are  the 
only  safeguards  against  despotism.  Aud  the  intelligence  of  any  community  de- 
pends very  much  upon  the  character  of  its  Common  Schools.  These  collec- 
tively, in  our  country,  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  corner-stone  of  our  republic. 
To  the  citizens  of  each  respective  town  is  committed  the  important  trust  of  see- 
ing that  these  schools  are  well  and  regularly  sustaiued  ;  and  none  should  allow 
themselves  to  believe  that  it  is  of  small  importance  to  them  in  what  manner 
they  are  sustained.  It  should  be  remembered  that  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity are  to  receive,  in  these  schools,  all  the  education  they  will  have ;  and 
will  go  out  to  act  their  part  in  society,  with  only  the  amount  of  knowledge 
which  is  there  acquired.  And  there,  others  are  to  commence  their  intellectual 
life, — to  receive  impressions  and  habits  which  will  accompany  them  through 
their  whole  collegiate  and  professional  studies,  and  indeed,  through  all  future 
time.  No  one  who  has  been  connected  with  any  of  our  higher  schools,  and 
been  obliged  to  labor  for  months  and  years,  to  correct  evil  and  superficial  habits 
which  were  acquired  in  Common  Schools,  and  give  the  mind  a  new  and  right 
direction  in  its  intellectual  pursuits,  can  be  indiflferent  in  respect  to  this  sub- 
ject. And  it  is  highly  important,  that  aU  have  more  enlarged  and  correct  views 
of  the  influence  which  the  instruction,  given  in  our  Public  Schools,  has  in  form- 
ing national  and  individual  character. 

Your  committee  would  suggest,  that  there  are  generally  too  limited  views 
entertained,  in  respect  to  the  proper  qualifications  of  teachers  in  our  Public 
Schools.  The  appropriate  business  of  all  who  engage  as  teachers,  is  to  give 
direction  to  immortal  minds.    And  it  can  never  be  a  matter  of  smftll  impor- 
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tttAce,  what  that  direetion  la.  To  the  tMchers  of  oar  soiiools  are  iMamnitM 
our  children,  and  tHth  them  the  dearest  miereats  of  their  praaent  and  fexxm 
existence.  And  oug^t  patents  to  be  indi£%rent,  in  respect  to  the  quafifioatioM^ 
both  intellectual  and  moral,  of  those  to  whom  they  oommit  sueh  important 
trusts  ?  Or  ought  they  to  hare  limited  views  respecting  these  quaUfioatioos? 
Is  there  not  an  evil  here  to  be  remedied,  before  we  can  expect  to  see  many 
great  improvements  in  the  system  of  Common  School  instnictifm? 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  no  arrangements  aiK>uld  be  made  widi 
teachers,  until  something  definite  is  known  in  respect  to  their  moral  and  intel- 
lectual habits,  their  apmess  in  teaching  and  governing,  and  other  qualities 
which  are  desirable  in  one  who  is  to  foe  the  examine  and  guide  of  our  ebildran. 
It  may,  in  some  instances,  take  time  and  tnAible  to  obtain  the  requisite  knowl- 
edge upon  these  points,  but  it  is  time  and  trouble  which  will  be  abundant^ 
repaid.  And  when,  after  the  most  solicitous  and  diligent  impiiry  of  those  who 
can  give  the  requisite  injfbrmation,  arranj^ments  are  made  with  a  teacher  by 
the  prudential  committee,  it  should  be  with  the  distinct  underBtandiiig,  that  he 
can  enter  the  school  at  the  specified  time,  onl^  on  condition  that  he  sustain  be- 
fiire  the  school  committee  of  the  town,  a  rigid  and  thorough  examinatian  m 
every  branch  that  is  to  be  taught  in  the  school  which  it  is  proposed  to  conunk 
to  his  care.  The  law  upon  this  subject  is  definite  and  fiilk  No  teacher  baa  a 
right  to  go  into  a  Public  School,  as  an  instructer,  until  he  has  obtained,  from  a 
majority  of  the  school  committee,  a  certificate  of  their  approbation.  Nor  can 
he,  in  any  court  of  law,  collect  a  farthing  in  pay  for  his  labor  without  sueh  ear* 
tificate.    »    •    • 

Your  committee  also  believe,  that  it  would  tend  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our 
Public  Schools,  if  the  scholars  were  kept  longer,  and  drilled  more  thoroughly 
on  the  elementary  branches  of  an  education.  The  tendency,  formerly,  was 
perhaps  to  the  opposite  extreme.  But  if  we  mistake  not,  at  the  present  daj% 
children  are  hurried  fi'om  the  rudiments  of  knowledge,  as  insignificant  or  uq«- 
important,  to  some  of  the  higher  branches  of  ui  education.  Hence  the  intellee* 
tual  character  of  many  is  like  a  house  without  a  lower  story.  It  may  be  beau* 
tiful  in  some  respects,  but  it  has  no  solid  foundation  upon  which  to  rest.  An 
education,  in  order  to  be  valuable  and  complete^  must  nave  a  good  foundation, 
and  be  symmetrical  in  all  its  parts.  It  is  utterly  useless  to  attempt  to  hasten 
chUdren  along  faster  than  they  understand  what  they  study.  They  want  the 
principles,  the  fundamental  principles,  of  all  they  attempt  to  master,  thoroughly 
fixed  in  the  mind.  The  whole  tendency  of  the  other  course,  is  to  mtke  super- 
ficial scholars,  and  superficial  men.  Sieing  unacquainted  with  principles^  and 
not  understanding  clearly  why  a  thing  is  so,  there  can  be  no  independence  in 
thought  or  action.  They  have  left  behind  them,  as  they  advanced,  a  thousand 
difficulties  unconquered,  and  they  will  be  embamssed  and  superficial  through 
life.  In  those  days  when  there  were  but  three  or  four  books  in  the  acheots^ 
and  these  perused  and  studied  again  and  again,  we  had  men  of  more  mature 
judgments,  more  intellectual  independence,  than  those  who  are  now  hurried 
through  some  fifty  books,  whose  principles  they  know  nothing  about.  Let  it  be 
{mpressed  upon  the  mind  of  the  child  early,  that  he  is  to  advance  no  faster  than 
he  does  it  with  a  thorough  understanding  of  what  he  goes  over,  and  let  this  be 
carried  out,  and  we  shall  find  our  c^hildren  will  be  ftur  better  prepared  fi>r  the 
duties  of  active  life.  Let  one  book,  even  if  it  be  but  a  <<  spelling  book,''  be  tho- 
roughly mastered  before  it  is  entirely  laid  aside  for  another,  and  more  may  be 
done  in  preparing  for  the  duties  of  life,  in  two  years,  than  is  now  sometimes 
done  in  ten.  We  care  not  how  many  books  are  studied,  if  they  be  studied  so 
as  to  be  thoroughly  understood.  But  we  are  most  decidedly  opposed  to  this 
skimming  over  the  surface  of  so  many  studies,  and  going  into  the  depths  of 
none.^  It  is  a  just  cause  of  remark  and  of  censure,  that  we  have  but  few  at  the 
present  day,  who  can  spell  correctly.  Many  who  have  acquired  what  is  called 
a  "fashionable  education,"  and  sometimes  are  regarded  as  superior  scholarfl^ 
cannot  write  a  letter  even,  without  repeated  instances  of  bad  spelling.  So  of 
reading.  We  have  but  very  few  good  readers.  This  most  desirable  accom- 
plishment is  overlooked  and  disregarded,  by  a  gi-eat  majority  of  teachers,  and  a 
still  greater  majority  of  scholars.    *    *    • 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinioni  that  the  interests  of  our  sohoofai  wookl  bs 
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•iiWBcitd  if  nora  tkm  w«re  allotted  for  tbmr  eiiiniliiilioBi  and  if  ii  waa  dia- 
tinetly  uoderatood  that  tbia  aiaaiiuation  would  bo  tliorougb,  and  conducted  by 
the  aelMioi  ooroinitteo  tbemaelvea,  or  more  entirely  at  tbeir  control.  *  *  We 
betie? e  that  an  entire  afternoon,  at  leaal,  should  be  devoted  to  the  exaaainatioo 
of  each  of  the  Public  Schoola  in  town.  And  the  reesona  why  the  cooiinitiee 
ahould  control  the  examination,  as  suggested,  are  obvious.  Where  a  teacher 
pursues  hia  own  method  of  questioning  achdara,  at  such  a  time,  the  committee 
are  unable  to  form  any  definite  ideaa  in  respect  to  tlie  improveoiieot  and  the 
real  condition  of  the  aohool,  becauae  they  know  not  how  much  time  haa  been 
spent  in  preparing  to  anawer  tiie  queationa  propoaed.  But  when  the  teacher 
tells  the  comroitteoi  here  is  a  olaaa  which  have  gone  over  so  much  ground,  and 
are  prepared  to  austain  an  examination  ufion  what  they  have  gone  over,  the 
ooaunittee,  in  a  very  abort  time,  by  queationing  them,  can  ascertain  what  the^ 
know  of  the  principlea  involved  in  the  atudiea  which  they  have  pursued.  Or  if 
the  committee  are  diapoaed  to  refer  the  examination-  of  tlie  clasa  back  to  the 
teacher,  aubject  to  theur  control,  the  aame  end  may  eaaily  be  attained.    •    •    • 

Anotiier  auggestion  of  your  committee  is,  that  tliere  should  be  an  efSut  to 
aecore  a  uaiforraity  in  regard  to  the  books  used  in  our  Public  Schools.  In  thia 
way  acholars  may  be  classed,  and  a  great  amount  of  time  saved  by  the  teacher, 
which  he  can  employ  in  illustrating  and  explaining  the  lessons.  But  where 
there  are  several  kioda  of  books  upon  the  same  branch  of  study,  and  only  one 
or  two  recite  together,  there  can  be  no  time  for  needful  explanations.    *    «    * 

Your  committee  would  further  suggest,  that,  in  order  to  necure  any  great  im- 
provement in  the  aystem  of  education  pursued  in  our  Public  Schools,  there 
must  be  a  hearty  cooperation  of  parents  and  guardians  with  the  school  commit- 
tee. Without  this,  no  efforts  on  the  paft  of  the  teachers,  or  the  committee,  will 
be  salutary  and  effectual  in  producing  the  desired  results.  *  *  In  all  their 
investigations,  there  should  be  the  greatest  prudence  and  caution.  It  is  right, 
that  they  should  feel  deeply  solicitous  and  make  diligent  inquiries  respecting 
the  schoola  to  which  their  children  are  sent  for  instruction,  but  their  inquiries 
should  be  made  of  the  proper  persons  and  with  the  best  of  motives.  It  is  right, 
that  they  should  have  an  opinion  respecting  the  teacher  and  his  method  of  man- 
aging the  school,  but  if  that  opinion  is  unfavorable  to  the  teacher,  it  ought  not 
to  be  expressed  in  the  presence  of  their  children.  It  is  right,  that  they  should 
watch  and  closely  observe,  but  it  is  bv  no  means  advisable  that  children  should 
know  all  the  results  of  their  observation.  Let  parents  censure  and  condemn  a 
teacher,^et  them  express  even  a  doubt  in  relation  to  his  qualificatioDs,  or  show 
to  their  children  a  want  of  confidence  in  him,  as  an  instructer,  and  his  instruo- 
tiona  will  be  no  lon^r  of  any  use  to  those  children.  And  it  is  a  fact,  which  we 
think  fully  substantiated  by  obaervation,  that  in  moat  cases,  where  children 
make  no  improvement,  and  severity  is  used  to  keep  them  in  subjection,  the 
fiuilt  may  be  traced  to  parents  or  guardians,  who  have  unadvisedly  expressed 
an  opinion  that  the  teacher  is  not  suitable  for  his  station.  And  the  children, 
strengthened  by  that  opinion,  suppose  they  have  a  right  to  trample  upon  the 
lawa  and  give  little  or  no  attention  to  the  instructions  of  their  teacher. 

If  parents  are  dissatisfied,  as  they  oAen  are,  from  a  just  cause,  and  ascertain 
that  a  teacher  has  deficiencies  which  unfit  him  for  his  station,  and  render  him 
unworthy  of  their  confidence,  they  should  go,  with  their  complaints,  to  those 
who  are  authorized  to  take  prompt  and  efiicient  measures  for  remedying  the 
evil,  but  not  to  their  children. 

Parents  ought,  also,  to  take  measures  to  have  their  children  punctual  and 
regular  in  their  attendance  at  school.  They  ought  carefully  to  avoid  the  habit 
of  keeping  them  at  home,  after  the  hour  a])pointed  for  the  school  to  commence ; 
likewise  that  other  habit,  which  is  still  worse,  of  keeping  them  out  of  school, 
fi^quently,  for  the  day.  When  a  school  is  once  classed  by  the  teacher,  in  order 
to  be  auccessful,  those  classes  must  be  regular  in  pursuing  their  studies.  Two 
persons  could  not  be  suitable  companions  in  journeying,  if  one  was  to  stop  and 
spend  the  day  frequently,  or  even  occasionally,  while  the  other  was  continually 
progressing.  Nor  can  two  scholars  be  suitable  comfwnions  in  intellectual  pur- 
suits, if  one  ia  frequently  kept  a  day  from  his  studies.  The  scholar  himself^ 
seeing  the  more  rapid  advancement  of  his  companion,  will  soon  be  discouraged^ 
and  be  a  continual  aoorceofembaKraaament  to  hia  daaa  and  hia  teaeheCi 
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^  Nor  should  porentB  Mod  cbildFen  to  our  Public  8diool%  to  nursiio  fltndief 
which  hare  not  beeo  reeommeoded  by  the  oommittee.  *  *  It  will  readiir 
be  seen,  that,  if  each  parent  ahoold  determine  what  boolu  hie  children  shall 
•tudy,  it  would  produce  the  greatest  perplexity  and  confusion.  And,  if  one 
parent  does  it,  we  see  no  reason  why  all  niay  not  do  it  with  equal  propria 
•ty.    •    •    * 

And,  further,  parents  ought  to  obtain  «l]  the  information,  upon  the  sul^ect  of 
Common  Schools,  which  they  possibly  can.  Such  is  the  ImportHOce  of  these 
schools  to  oiH-  children,  and  such  their  general  influence  upon  the  whole  com* 
munity,  that  no  pains  should  be  spared  in  acquirinff  knowledge,  which  will 
enable  us  to  elevate  their  standard,  and  promote  meir  interests.  They  are 
eyery  year  becoming  a  subject  of  increasing  interest ;  a  subject,  upon  which 
much  is  said,  by  men  of  great  wisdom  and  experience.  They  are  calling  to 
their  aid,  some  of  the  noblest  talents,  and  the  most  elevated  and  purest  minds. 
New  methods  lor  improvement  have  been  suggested,  and  new  plans,  adopt- 
ed, which  promise  much  in  respect  to  the  elevation  of  the  character  of  our 
Public  Schools.  They  have  been  rising,  and  are  destined  to  rise  still  high- 
er, in  the  estimation  of  the  wise  and  the  good.  We  believe  they  are,  in 
most  places,  different  from  what  they  were  a  few  years  since.  They  are  en- 
grossing the  attention  of  the  several  towns  in^our  Commonwealth;  and  the 
spirit  of  improvement  seems  to  be  pervading  the  mindx  of  the  people.  And 
It  is  necessary,  that  every  parent  be  well  acquainted  with  what  is  said  upon 
this  whole  subject,  that  he  may  be  able  to  judge  correctly,  and  act  efficiently, 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  school,  in  his  own  district  and  town.    *    «    * 

Finally,  your  committee  would  recommend,  that  the  dinner,  usually  pro- 
vided at  the  expense  of  the  town,  for  the  committee,  and  others  connected  with 
the  schools,  at  the  annual  examination,  be  dispensed  with.  If  the  plan  pro- 
posed, of  devoting  an  afternoon  to  the  examination  of  each  school,  lie  carried 
into  effect,  such  a  dinner  will  not  be  called  for.  If  not,  the  committee  believe, 
that  the  money,  usually  appropriated  for  that  object,  may  be  devoted  to  some 
other  object,  which  will  more  directly  benefit  the  town,  or  rather  the  Pub- 
lic Schools  in  the  town.    *    *    ^ 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— John  Pisrcb,  Wm.  H.  Shailsr,  SiMuicL  Craft. 


/^  A  ATTn  AT  5  (^)  PopulaiioD»  Z,IB5.    Valuation,  $^1,465  50. 

f^JiiyiUiy,       .       .      .       .        I       Number  of  Public  School.,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholan  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— Id  Summer,  4S5^In  Winter,  454. 

(3)  Average  atlendance  in  the  Sehools^ln  Summer,  295— -In  Winter,  349. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  450. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25 — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  49  mihs.  7  days — In  Summer,  23  21 — ^In  Winter,  25  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.  1 — F.  6. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  6 — F.  I. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board-^To  Males,  ^30  85 — To  Females,  $H  16. 
^8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — ^Of  Males,  $9  66 — Of  Females,  ^6  16. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $2\  19 — Of  Females,  gS  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51^200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Pilblic  Schools,  J( 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .-^Aggregate  of  hionths  kept,    .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  8^.^— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  108. — Aggre* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^IH  ^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        . — Income  from  same,  g 

Books  uskd. — Spelling — National.  Readitig^-~P\eTpnnl*s  and  Worcester's.  Grammar-^ 
Smith's.  Geography — Parley's  and  OIney's.  Arithmetic — Smith's,  Adams'  and  Emerson's. 
All  offers— Watts  on  the  Mind,  Good's  Book  of  Nature,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  If.  S.,  Pai^ 
lov's  HUtory,  Blake's  Philosophy. 
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SsLBCTioNS  FmoM  RspoKT.  *  *  The  several  wIiooIb  have  been  vieited, 
■ummer  and  winter,  as  the  law  directs.  During  these  visits,  vour  committee 
have  endeavored  to  asceitain  their  condition,  their  pro^ss,  and  their  principal 
defects.  If  we  should  speak  of  them  in  regard  to  their  im[K>rtance,  we  should 
say,  that  their  condition  is  truly  deplorable.  But,  compared  with  the  same 
class  of  schools  in  the  neighborinff  towns,  they  do  not  deserve  as  much  cen* 
sure,  as  this  term  would  imply.  They  are,  however,  very  deficient  in  reading, 
and  in  all  those  branches  of  education,  which  exercise  the  hi||her  powers  of  the 
mind,  which  archest  calculated  to  produce  habits  of  observation  and  reflection. 
A  verv  large  proportion  of  the  scholars,  especially  of  the  boys,  finish  their 
school  education,  without  any  knowledge  of  grammar,  history,  astronomy, 
chemistry,  or  natural  philosophy ;  without  any  knowledge  of  their  own  nature, 
or  of  the  nature  of  things  around  them.    •    *    * 

Your  committee,  in  speaking  of  the  condition  of  your  schools,  would  call 
your  attention  to  the  importance  of  a  greater  uniformity  of  books,  in  several 
of  the  districts,  there  are  three  or  four  kinds  of  geographies  and  arithmetics: 
and  much  of  the  teacher's  time  is  wasted  on  the  extra  classes  which  this  evil 
occasions. 

The  schoolhouses,  in  some  of  the  districts,  demand  your  immediate  atten- 
tion. That  in  the  second  dstrict,  is  a  disgrace  to  any  civilized  community. 
Between  sixty  and  seventy  children  are  crowded  into  a  little,  low,  dirty  room, 
that  could  not  supply  good  air  and  good  accommodations,  to  half  that  number. 
In  the  first  district,  the  seats,  especially  those  for  the  smaller  children,  could 
not  well  be  made  more  uncomfortable,  or  more  injurious  to  the  health  of  those, 
who  occupy  them.  Similar  remarks  will  apply  to  all  the  seats,  in  the  other* 
wise  excellent  house,  belonging  to  the  third  district. 

in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  schools,  during  the  past  year,  ^our  commit* 
tee  would  say,  that,  while  in  some  districts,  there  has  been  great  improveroenl; 
in  others,  there  has  been  very  little ;  and  this  fact  we  attribute,  principally,  to 
the  difference  in  their  teachers.  Some  districts  have  employed  teachers,  that 
were  incompetent,  not  particularly  in  knowledge,  but  in  experience ;  in  a  capa* 
city  to  teach  and  govern.  The  same  schools,  that  have  run  down,  under  the 
care  of  one  teacher,  have  been  brought  up  by  another.    •    *    * 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  recommend,  as  another  important 
means  of  improving  your  schools,  more  attention  on  the  part  of  parents,  more 
frequent  visits  from  them.  These  visits  would  be  productive  of  many  good 
effects.  Let  parents  go  and  see,  for  themselves,  the  trials  and  difficulties  of  the 
teacher,  and  they  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  giving  him  their  aid  and  en- 
couragement. Let  them  go  in  and  occupy,  but  a  few  hours,  the  seats  which 
they  have  provided  for  their  children,  and  they  will  see,  at  once,  the  necessity 
of  attending  to  their  schoolhouses;  of  making  those,  who  are  confined  for 
months  and  years  in  these  places  more  comfortable  and  happy.  We  are  fully 
convinced,  that,  if  parents,  generally,  were  better  acquainted  with  the  schools, 
to  which  they  send  their  children,  they  would  no  longer  be  indifferent  to  the 
many  evils,  which  now  retard  their  progress ;  and  that  parents  cannot  neglect 
to  inquire  into  these  matters,  cannot  throw  off' their  individual  responsibility 
upon  the  town's  committee,  without  great  peril  to  themselves,  and  to  their  chil- 
dren.   •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.^W.  H.  Kkapp,  Lkvi  Littlxfikld. 


nnVTA  S!^l?  TT  J  (*)  Population,  1,331.    Valuation,  |[J50,11603. 

O  t-/XlilO/3-£i  ^  ^  ,    .      .      .       \        Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  267— In  Winter,  330. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools*-In  Summer,  198 — In  Winter,  279. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  4fi6.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  . 
(ft)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  45  mths.  14  daysv— In  Summer,  30— In  Wmter,  16 14. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.(k— No.of  Teaebersia  WiBtei^-^.4^F.2. 
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(7)  ATeragv  wagw  paid  p«r  nooth  iaeludiiif  board— To  BfalM,  $99  56— To  F««i«t,  f6  BO. 

(8)  Average  ▼aloe  of  board  per  montb— Of  Males,  51000^-Of  Femaief,  fA  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  moatb  exclashre  of  board— Of  Males,  flS  SO— Of  Females,  fS  80. 

(10)  AmouDt  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  gSOO. 

(11 )  AniottBt  of  board  and  liiel,  if  aigr,  oootribated  /or  Public  Schools,  $ 

(iSt)  No.  oif  incorperaled  AcadeaiieB,    «— Aggragaw  of  months  ibept,     w-^verage  No.  of 

Sehoinn,     .— Aggregate  paid  for  toitioo^  $ 
<1S)  No.  of  uahieofporaied  Aeadenies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  hapt  to  praloag  CMnmca 

Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  18<— Average  No.  of  Seholntfl,GO^^<Aggie- 

gale  paid  for  tuition,  ^400. 
{14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  .^-Income  from  siune,  $ 

Books  osbo. — fi^w/Zti^g^-Emersoo's.  IZeodlf^g— Pierpont's  First  Class  Book.  Emerson's  2d 
nnd  3d  Class  Books.  Gr«miiia7^— Smith's.  OeoignqnAy'— Woodbridge's  and  Olney's.  ArUh- 
mefte— Emerson's  and  Colbom's. 

Selections  from  Rbfort.  *  *  The  great  bosineae  of  training  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  powers  of  man,  is  not  the  woric  of  a  day.  Man  is  justly  said 
to  be  a  bundle  of  habits.  He  learns  this  thing  to-day  and  that  to-morrow. 
Every  influence  that  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  mind  tn  the  child,  whether  at 
school,  at  home,  or  abroad,  goes  to  make  up  his  education,  and  form  his  char- 
acter for  time  and  eternity.  Parents,  therefore,  cannot  be  too  solicitoos  about 
the  training  of  their  children,  nor  too  cautious  about  the  influences  to  which 
they  are  exposed.  We  of  this  generation,  shall  leave  otu*  image  and  saperscrip- 
tion  upon  the  next  generation.  We  should  do  what  we  can  to  amend  and  im- 
proye  this  new  edition  of  the  human  race.    *    *    * 

The  committee  have  no  new  suggestions  to  make,  relative  to  the  formatioii 
of  a  high  school  out  of  the  three  village  districts.  They  have  seen  no  reason  to 
Alter  the  opinion  that  they  expressed  the  last  year.  They  are  of  the  opinioo, 
that  a  teacner  could  do  much  more  for  pupils,  where  many  of  the  same  age 
and  attainments  can  Yte  classed  together,  than  where  the  ages  and  attainments 
are  dissimilar,  and  classes  have  to  be  greatly  multiplied  We  repeat  the  sug- 
;^estion  that  we  made  the  last  year.  We  can  but  express  the  hope,  that  toe 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  town  will  understand  its  true  interest  on  this 
subject,  and  will  harmoniously  adopt  such  measures  as  will  secure  ^t 
interest    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMHnTEE.-^MABTiH  Mogbx,  H.  O.  O.  Pupps,  Jixxs  C.  Doihb. 


(t)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  ail  the  Sehools— In  SnmnMr,  MS— In  Winter,  79S. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Scboolss— In  Summer,  480— In  Winter,  586. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  732.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  35.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  45. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  95  mths.  14  days  —In  Summer,  50  14— In  Winter,  45. 
<6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.  1— F.  13.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11 — F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  gSt  8%-~Tq  Females,  glZ  63. 

(8)  Average  vaine  of  board  per  month— Of  Ma^es,  g9  73— Of  Females,  ^^6  27. 

(9)  Averoge  wages  per  month  exelusive  of  board— Of  Males,  f23  09— Of  Females,  $7  36. 

4 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  ineladhHf  only  the  wagis  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  53,000. 
<1I)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Pnblie  Schools,  g 
<12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    •— Aggregate  of  BMOthi  kept,      .— <Af«rage  Pie.  of 

Sdbolnfs,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  taitioB,  g 
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(1&)  No.  of  nninodrporated  Aeademws,  Prirate  Schooli,  and  Sehoolf  kept  to  proloDg^  Common 
Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  96.-^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  68.^Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition, ;( 1,600. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  some,  gfO  00. 

Books  usxo.— £rp«//M^^-Introduction  to  National,  National,  Worcester's  Dictionary. 
IUading^Evaenon*»  Ist,  fd  and  3d  Class  Readers,  Progressive  Primer,  Alger's  Pronouncing 
Testament.  Orammar — Frost's  and  Smith's.  G^o^rapAy— Smith's,  Worcester's  and  Parley's, 
in^^m^tto— Colburn's  and  Emerson's  Series.  AU  others — Worcester's  Epitome  with  Chart, 
Blake's  Philosophy  and  Astronomy,  Sullivan's  Moral  and  Political  Class  Books,  Goodrich's  His- 
tory of  the  U.  0.,  Hitchcock's  Book-keeping,  Comstock's  Chemistry. 

SsLECTioxTs  FROM  Repo&t.  *  *  The  school  referred  to,  as  is  well  known 
by  many,  was  formerly  in  a  very  low  state,  in  regard  both  to  instruction  and 
diflcipline.  It  is  now  restored  from  death  to  life.  *  *  To  secure  a  continu- 
ance of  the  services  of  the  present  incunabent  is  a  privilege,  which,  in  the  opin- 
ioD  of  the  committee,  ought  not,  at  once,  to  be  relinquished.  They,  therefore, 
take  this  opportunity  to  express  a  full  conviction  of  the  i^nportance  of  retaining 
the  teacher  just  mentioned,  by  the  offer  of  adequate  compensation.  What,  we 
aak,  is  the  value  of  gold  or  sUver,  compared  with  the  advantages  of  a  well-dis- 
ciplioed  and  well-instructed,  or  the  evils  of  an  ill-governed  and  ill-taught 
school?  The  loss  sustained  by  employing  incompetent  instructors  is  not  al* 
ways,  we  apprehend,  properly  estimated. 

The  committee  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  general 
subject  of  discipline  in  our  Common  Schools.  It  is  too  often  found,  that  in- 
stnjcters,  who  are  competent  as  respects  literary  qualifications,  do  not  maintain 
sacb  control  over  their  pupils  as  is  necessary  to  secure  all  the  advantages  of 
good  instruction.  If  there  be  a  want  of  proper  discipline,  it  is  usually  consid- 
ered the  fault  of  the  teacher,  and  oflen,  without  doubt,  justly.  For,  with  a^ 
sound  understanding  and  adequate  information,  the  faculty  of  governing  is  not 
always  combined.  Nor  is  a  gift  so  earnestly  to  l)e  coveted,  easily  acquired,  if 
not  originally  bestowed. 

But  It  is  a  question  of  importance,  whether  the  want  of  proper  discipline  in 
a  school  is,  in  ott  instances,  to  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  ability  to  govern,  on 
the  part  of  the  instructen  If  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  object  against  the  ex- 
ercise of  authority  over  his  pupils,  he  will  feel  himself  under  restraint;  and,  for 
the  sake  of  pleasing  his  employers,  the  master  is  tempted  to  put  the  reins  into 
the  hands  of  the  scholar,  rather  than  keep  them  in  his  own.  It  is  not,  then,  a 
matter  of  surprise,  if  the  schoolhouse  presents  a  scene  of  disorder  and  misrule. 

A  more  prolific  source  of  evil,  however,  is  found  in  a  practice,  which,  we 
fear,  prevails  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  of  expressing,  in  the  presence  of  the 
members  of  a  school,  opinions  unfavorable  to  the  teacher.  In  their  hearing,  his 
faults  are  freely  expcKsed,  his  character  undergoes  a  severe  scrutiny,  and  his 
demerits,  no  less  than  his  merits,  are  brought  up  in  review,  i'arents  become 
listeners  to  the  sad  stories  related  by  their  children,  of  ill  treatment,  of  partiality, 
or  some  other  supposed  wrong  ;~and  while  they  listen,  indulge  sympathy,  and, 
too  frequently,  without  attending  to  more  than  one  side  of  the  question,  are  ready 
to  pronounce  a  sentence  of  condemnation.  Thus  the  best  devised  plans  of  the 
ablest  instructors  are  liable  to  be  defiMted,  and  their  most  judicious  eflR)rts  to 
be  rendered  unavailing. 

The  increasing  interest,  manifested  by  the  community  at  large,  in  the  im- 
provement of  our  Common  Schools,  is  an  omen  of  good,  and  will,  undoubtedly, 
nave  an  auspicious  influence  in  raising  their  character.  In  many  of  the  dis* 
tricts,  the  day  appointed  for  the  examination  of  a  school  is  looked  forward  to 
with  high  expectation,  and  is  considered  a  great  day.  And  the  fact  is  worthy 
of  notice,  that^  at  the  visitation  of  the  Centre  school  in  this  town,  during  the 
present  season,  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  snow  storm,  nearly  one  hundred  spec- 
tators were  present.    •    •    » 

The  next  topic,  to  which  the  committee  would  agam  respectfully  call  your 
attention,  is  the  construction,  as  well  as  location,  of  schoolhouses.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject of  regret,  partieulaiiy^  that,  when  repairs  are  made,  or  new  schoolhouses  are 
built,  too  little  regard  is  paid  to  the  accommodatioo  of  the  occupants  with  coca- 
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ibitabie  MftlB,  willi  ample  rooni  ibr  tha  largest  ekunes  to  form  themeaWea  en 
the  floor,  and  with  means  of  thoroughly  warming  the  apartpoent,  where  they 
pursue  then*  studies.  The  proper  mode  of  yentilation,  lisewise,  seems  to  have 
met  with  comparatively  little  attention.  In  few  of  the  schoolhouses,  is  any 
other  method  of  ventilation  adopted,  than  raising  or  lowering  the  windows;  thus 
exposinff  the  health  of  the  children,  by  a  direct  current  of  cold  air.  Every  one, 
who  reflects  upon  this  subject,  must  at  once  be  convinced  of  the  importance  of 
guarding  against  the  evil  of  a  hot  room,  where  the  air  is  inspired  and  exhaled 
until  it  is  exhausted  of  all  its  life-giving  qualities.    *    *    ^ 

In  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  it  is  justly  remarked, 
that,  <*  could  the  distaste  for  books,  sometimes  manifested  by  young  persons, 
whose  character  is  not  formed,  be  traced  to  its  source,  it  might,  no  doubt,  in 
man;^  eases,  be  feund  in  the  repulsive  exterior,  obscure  type,  unnghtly  paper, 
vad  incorrect  printing  of  the  few  books  within  their  reach.'*  May  not  the  dis- 
relish, felt  by  many  children,  fer  school  ezsrcisw,  be  traced  to  the  **  repulsive  ex- 
terior^ of  the  schoolAoiue,  to  the  <*  unsightly''  achool-roomy  with  ite  defaced  wrils^ 
its  rattling  windows,  its  narrow  and  confined  seats,  in  which,  as  in  a  prison- 
house,  they  are  compelled  to  do  penance^  when  they  desire  a  pleasant  retreat, 
with  an  easy  position,  for  the  nurture  of  elevated  thoughts  asid  the  culture  of 
the  mind  in  all  good  knowledge  ?  It  can  hardly  be  supposed,  that,  in  this  age, 
so  important  a  subject  will  h^  fidl  to  receive  deserved  attencien  fWrni  eveiy 
portion  of  ouroommunity.. 

As  respects  a  seasonable  application  for  eertiflcates  of  recommendation^  the 
committee  feel  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  8Uffeesti<»s 
heretofore  offered  on  this  important  point,  ft  is  partioulariy  desiraUe,  that 
teachers  should  not  be  engaged,  by  prudential  committees,  in  their  respective 
districts,  previously  to  examination  according  to  law.  The  town  conMnittee 
are  often  placed  in  embarrassing  circumstances,  in  consequence  of  delay  on 
the  part  of  instructors,  to  present  themselves  for  approbation ; — in  some  instances, 
until  the  hour  appointed  for  the  opening ;  and,  in  other  instances,  even  until 
after  the  commencement  of  the  school,  in  which  their  services  are  expected. 
In  a  case  of  this  kind,  rather  than  disappoint  the  expectations  of  a  district,  there 
is  a  strong  inducement  to  allow  an  imperfectly  qualified  teacher,  to  proceed 
with  his  assigned  task.  An  early  application,  therefore,  for  a  certificate,  is 
earnestly  recommended.  When  it  is  considered,  that  impressions,  for  good  or 
for  evil,  are  received  at  an  early  age  in  the  school-room,  and  that  these  im- 
pressions will  remaui,  to  exert  a  hap|>y  or  an  unhappy  influence  through  the 
successive  stages  of  life,  the  responsibility  of  prudential  committees  cannot  be 
too  forcibly  urpd,  nor  too  deeply  felt.  Nor  will  the  inoportance  of  the  duty 
devolving  on  tnose,  who  select  and  employ  male  or  female  teachers,  appear 
less  striking,  when  that  section  of  the  law  relating  to  schools,  is  taken  into 
view,  which  provides,  that  **  the  school  committee  shall  require yUfi  and  gaHsfac- 
tory  evidence  of  the  good  moral  diaracUr  of  all  instructors,  who  may  be  era- 
ployed  in  the  Public  Schools  in  their  town,  and  shall  ascertain,  by  personal  ex- 
amination, their  literary  qualifications,  and  capacity  for  the  government  of 
schools."    *    *    « 

Finally,  the  committee  unite  in  commending  the  interests  of  the  yotmg,  to 
the  Author  of  existence,  whose  inspiration  has  given  man  understanding.  •  *  * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  --John  White,  Altan  Lamsoh,  E.  Borgk^s,  Calvih  Dur- 
FXS,  Ezra  Wilkiksoit,  Wm.  Ellis,  I.  Cleyxlard. 


UTTHB 


rkt\1>r<IJV><:)'rE<j>  5{l)Popolalion,4,864.    Talaation,  f  1,I36,1S9  00. 

VUKOU£>tSlt.H,        .        \       Nan.b«r  of  Public  SchooU,  16. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Samroer,  7Q4— In  Winter,  706. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  567 — In  Winter,  614. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,094. — ^Noi.  of  persons  under  4 

y^srs  «f  i^.wbQ  auend  Sc;hool,  4a.i— No.  over  16  years  of  «^e  wbo  auand  3dieol,  14^ 
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W  Agyn^gal*  iMgth  of  iIm  (MiMii,  184  ailiii.^^a  BmMner,  S8^n  WiirtMS  S6« 

(6)  No.  of  Teachtm  in  Sammer-AM.  6^P.  9.^No»  of  Teachers  ia  WiBtei«-«.  7— P.  9 

(7)  Average  wages  paM  per  month,  ineluding  board— To  Males,  J56  90wTo  Females,  J16 16. 

(8)  Average  va]ae  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^11  71— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  e^cclusive  of  board>--Of  Males,  $2&  ]».UDf  Females,  f  10  76. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  tanes  lor  the  support  ef  Schools,  ineliidii^  only  the  wages  ef 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^5,100. 

(11)  Amoont  of  board  and  ftiel,  if  any,  contribated  for  Publte  Behools,  g 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  IS.— Average  number  of 
Scholars,  70.— ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^^700. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  4. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  48. — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  66.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  j[90. 

(U)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  j|3,054  64.— Income  from  same,  J183. 

^  Books  usxd. — fi|p«//tafi^-Speller  and  Definer,  by  E.  Hazen,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Lessons 
in  Worcester's  Reading  JSooks.  ISeacf^g-— Emerson's  Progressive  Primer,  Worcester's  2d,  3d 
and  4th  Glass  Books,  American  First  Class  Book.  G^mmman-^Parker's.  Qtoffrapky^-Book 
for  Massachusetts  Children,  Parley's  and  Worcester's  Geography.  Boston  School  Atlas.  ArUh- 
iw«w^North  American,  Ist,  Sd  and  3d  Parts.  All  others^Hisiory  of  the  U.  S..  by  C.  A. 
Goodneh,  Bailey's  Algebra,  Lessons  about  Natural  Philosophy,  by  Miss  Swift,  Progressive 
£Mreiaes  ia  Composition^  by  R.  G.  Parker,  Lessons  on  EnuaeiaUon,  by  William  Rossdl. 

Rbmaul — ^Tbe  income  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools.    Its  amount  is  not  stated  in  the  return. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  practice  of  critical  semi-annual  ex- 
aminations, with  reports  of  the  same  to  the  whole  board,  has  been  pursaed  the 
last  year,  as  it  was  the  previous  year,  with  signal  benefit  to  the  schools.   *  ^   • 

Oae  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  improvement  in  reading,  among  the  higher 
classes,  in  our  schools,  is  the  kind  of  books  used  by  them ;  the  pieces  contain- 
ed  in  them  being  altogether  of  too  high  an  intellectual  character.  The  children 
cannot  understand  them ;  and  the  idea  is  perfectly  preposterous,  that  a  child  can 
read  well,  what  he  does  not  understand.  What  is  it  to  read  well,  but  to  read 
intellifiibly ; — ^to  present  to  the  ear,  only  and  wholly,  pleasantly  and  fbrcibl^r,  the 
authors  meaning?  But  if  the  meaning  be  not  comprehended,  how  can  this  be 
done  ?  And  not  only  is  the  use  of  such  books  an  obstacle  to  improvement,  but 
it  leads  naturally  and  almost  certainly,  to  the  formation  of  a  false  and  unnatu- 
ral style  of  reading,  by  which  the  sense  even  of  passages,  which  are  understood 
by  the  reader,  is  not  given.  To  avoid  this  difficulty,  it  seems  highly  important 
that  the  aimplest  pieces  should  be  selected,  and  that  these  should  be  so  eit* 
plained  and  interpreted  as  to  be  fully  understood  by  those  who  read  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  reports  from  om:  grammar  schools,  on  reading,  are  quite 
gracing,  and  give  evidence  of  increased  attention  on  the  part  of  the  teachers, 
and  improvement  on  the  pert  of  the  pupils. 

In  the  report  presented  to  the  town  the  last  year,  complaint  was  made  of  the 
spelling  in  our  schools.  To  remedy  this  great  defect,  the  school  committe«| 
through  their  secretary,  ordered,  ^<  that  the  teachers  of  the  several  schools  be 
directed  to  give  particular  attention  to  this  department  of  study."  We  are  hiqh> 
py  to  learn,  that  m  some  of  oor  schools,  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  this 
department ;  still  the  pupils  are  iar  from  being  as  perfect  as  they  ought  to  be^^ 
and  continued  perseverance  will  be  required  on  the  part  of  the  teadbem,  t»  give 
to  their  pupils  a  readiness  in  this  most  important  art«    *    *    * 

In  eondusion,  we  believe  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  have  reason  lo 
be  satisfied  with  the  present  condition  of  their  aehools;  audi  ws  believe  that 
the  appropriations  made  by  the  town,  have  been  well  applied,  aud' that  they  ase 
already  reaping,  and  will  continue  to  reap,  the  fruits  of  their  liberality,  in  the 
growing  intelligence  and  virtue  of  their  children. 

Of  course,  where  there  are  so  many  schools,  liable  to  constant  changes  in  the 
instnicters,  there  cannot  be  expected  the  same  degree  of  excellence  in  alL 
This  frequent  ehange  of  instnicters  is  a  great  impediment  to  a  constant  and 


348  NORFOLK  COUNTY 

regular  impiOTienMiit  of  the  leboolt;  birt  tiwr^  ia  aoodMr,  wlmh  to  oar  fmndfl, 
18  equally  injiuioiMi  and  to  which  wo  referred  io  our  last  rei)ort,--«nd  that  is  a 
want  of  regularity  in  the  attendance  of  the  pupils.  This,  in  some  of  our  schools, 
18  a  great  evil.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COilMITTEE.— Samukl  P.  Loud,  Johk  P.  Spoohkr,  Robxrt  Vosk,  Wm. 
PiBKCi,  Bradlxt  MiiiBR,  Thaddeos  Clapp,  Edward  Fostsr. 


n  n  VJ?  R  i  (^^  Population,  £18.    Valaation,  514S,0S3  26. 

JJUVHIC, J        Narabor  of  Public  Schools,  3. 

(9)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer  84— In  Winter,  135. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  69^In  Winter,  87. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  137. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  SO  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  10  14— In  Winter,  10. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.  — F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  3— F.   . 

(7)~  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  5S7  00— To  Females,  ;plO  80. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  66— Of  Females,  $5  46. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $11 34— Of  Females,  gd  34. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;^4G0. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  .unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  16.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  g^. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ;{1,050  00.— Income  from  saffie,552  50. 

BooKi  utBD^—fl^»e/&'fig^— National  and  Introduction  to  same.  Reading^Yoaag  Reader,  In- 
troduction to  National  Reader,  First  Class  Book,  Testament.  Orammar — ^Frost's  and  Smith's. 
Oeography-'Pelet  Parley's,  Oluey's  and  Woodbridge's,  Book  for  Massachusetts  Children. 
ilriMsiM»(ur— Colburn's,  Emerson's,  Smith's.  All  otherg — Blake's  Philosophy  and  Chemistry, 
Walker's  Dictionary,  Blair's  Rhetoric,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  8., 
Wilkint'  Astranomy. 

SxLKCTiON  FROM  RspoBT.    *    *    In  their  opinion,  the  general  condition  of 

the  schools  in  the  summer,  was  good.    In  the  winter  too^  the  condition  of  part 

of  the  schools  was  fiivorable.    But  in  the  other  part,  there  was  not  that  ofimn 

to  teach,  and  that  hapjpy  iaUmJt  of  good  government, — a  government  witd^  yet 

firmy  which  your  committee  deem  most  important  quali&ations  in  teachers. 

It  gives  your  committee  much  pleasure  to  state,  that  at  the  closing  examina- 
tion of  the  schools,  and  particularly  at  the  closing  examination  of  the  oeotre 
and  west  schools,  in  the  winter,  there  was  a  much  larger  attendance  than  usual, 
of  parents  and  others.  Such  an  attendance  manifests  a  most  oommmddbU  m- 
Uartd  in  the  schools.  It  is  earnestly  recommended,  that  this  interest  may  be 
continued  and  increased. 

Your  committee  consider  our  Common  Schools  as  one  of  the  precious  insti- 
Btitutions,  which  have  come  down  to  us  from  our  fitthers,  and  which  deserve 
our  most  eonM  altoeftmefi<  and  wifpoii. 

Your  committee,  in  closing  this  report,  beg  leave  to  ofSet  one  sii^^gesdon 
more.  They  would  most  respectfully  suggest  the  importance,  and  utmuithi 
recommend  the  pmdtkt  of  procuring  the  teachers  eoH^,  and  of  having  them 
eori^  examined.    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Ralph  Savoxr,  N.  A.  Fisxx,  Wm.  Clktblaxd. 
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(2)  No.  of  Sebolafs  of  all  afet  in  aU  the  Seboolt^-In  GhimnMr,  t70-In  WiBter,348. 

(3)  Average  attendanee  in  the  Scfaoolfr— In  Sammer,  186— In  Winter,  S75. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  328.— -No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  19.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  5S. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Sch«ic  Is,  30  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  14  1^-ln  Winter,  15  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   .— F.  7— No.  of  Teachers  in  WtnteiwM.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Bfaies,  530  83— To  Females,  512  89. 

(8)  Average  vaiae  of  board  per  ■Mmth— Of  Bfaies,  g%  83— Of  Femalea,  S6  Oft. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  J[22  00— Of  Females,  $6  8S. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  |^700.  '  y 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .^— *Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  40<— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  S^^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

BooK»  usKD.-^£^//f9u^-Emerson's  Introduction  and  Spelling  Book,  National,  Worcester's 
Dictionary.  i{«a<ftrtf>— Worcester's  Primer,  2d,  3d  and  4th  Books,  Pronouncing  Testament. 
G^ommon— -Smith's  latest  edition.  Oeo£rcqahy^^Faiiey%  Worcester's  and  Woodbridge'a. 
ilri<Am«ftc— North  American  and  Adams' Improved.  All  o(A«r«^Blake's  Philosophy,  Conver- 
sations on  Chemistry,  Young  Astronomer,  Wilkins'  Astronomy,  Blair's  Rhetoric,  Goodrich's 
History  of  the  U.  S.,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Whelple/s  Compend. 

Rbmaekb. — ^  One  or  two  schools  were  kept  to  j^rolong  Common  Schools. 
The  amount  of  money  paid  ibr  tuition  not  known.  They  were  short — scholars 
few— probable  expense  $40."  This  sum  is  included  in  the  ^  aggregate  paid  for 
tuitioir  in  Private  Schools. 

SxuBCTioNs  FROM  Rbport.  *  *  Some  of  the  schools  are  uncomfortably 
^^"^^  while  others  are  unprofitably  smalL. 

With  respect  to  the  centre  school,  one  of  two  propositions  is  certainly  true ; 
either  the  number  of  the  scholars  is  too  ka^gef  or  the  school-rooms  are  too 
tmtdl 

With  reflard  to  both  the  construction  and  location  of  several  of  the  school- 
houses  in  we  town,  your  committee  foel  constrained  to  say  a  few  wordsc  In 
their  construction,  it  must  be  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  observer,  that  very 
little  regard  was  had,  either  to  the  convenience  or  comfort  of  those,  who  were 
destined  to  spend  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  their  lives  within  the  walls  of 
these  cheerless  structures.  Several  of  the  schoolrooms  are  fkr  from  being 
large  enough  to  accommodate  the  scholars,  who  assemble  in  them,  especially 
in  the  winter.  Two  evils,  of  no  trifling  magnitude,  arise  from  this  circum- 
stance. 1st  The  scholara  are  obliged  to  sit  in  an  uneasy  posture,  and  are  ren^ 
dered  uncomfortable ;  at  the  same  time,  they  have  not  suitable  space,  in  which 
to  prosecute  to  advantage  the  several  studies  usually  attended  to  m  our  schools. 
In  some  instances,  writing  has  been  almost  entirely  laid  aside  on  this  ac- 
count 3d.  There  are  no  conveniences  for  veniUaHon  in  the  school-rooms. 
The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  the  teacher  and  scholan  are  surrounded,  for 
several  hours  each  day,  with  an  atmosphere,  which  is  anv  thing  but  favorabley 
either  to  heaUkj  or  to  a  successful  application  of  the  mind  to  study.  In  a  short 
time  after  the  commencement  of  the  school,  an  almost  intolerable  dulness  and 
stupor  are  experienced,  which  render  it  almost  impossible  for  those  who  fMii2d^ 
to  apply  their  minds ;  and  a  habit  of  listlessness  and  inaction  is  formed,  that  is 
peculiarly  unfriendly  to  proficiency  in  intellectual  pureuits.  The  smaller  schol- 
an become  listless,  and  would,  in  all  probability,  soon  &11  asleep,  were  it  not 
te  the  unwonted  efforts  they  make  id  arouse  tbemaelves;  and  so  strong  is  the 
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impalie  to  die  flM£owe»  ofloeoiiiedoa,  that  even  the  torrtnof  corporal  ift* 
ionictionB  are  ineumoient  to  eabdiie  it  For  these  evils,  it  ifi^l  be  readily  seen, 
that  the  opeBinr  of  a  door,  or  m  window,  is  no  sdeauats  renedy.  For,  by  this 
method  or  ventuatioii,  sooe  are  mads  very  uncontortaUe  by  tlie  rush  of  cold 
air;  while  others,  perhaps,  are  not  seriously  incommoded.  It  seems  to  your 
committee,  that  efficient  measures  should  be  taken  for  the  removal  of  the  evils, 
tp  which  allusioo  has  been  made.    *    «    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE/— WAftasv  Bird,  Silas  RiPLxr. 


PRANKLiTN  S  ^^^  Papulation,  1,696.    Valnatioo,  f M8,194 00. 

'        *      *      *       c       Number  of  PaUie  SelMwb,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Sebolan  of  all  agcf  in  all  the  Schools— In  Sommer,  916— In  Winter,  473. 

(3)  Avwagtt  attendance  in  the  Schools— la  Samner,  243— In  Winter,  37S. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  afe  in  the  town,  47(X— No.  of  persoiiB  under  4 

yean  of  agio  who  aiteml  School,  3S.— No.  oirer  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  £6. 
W  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  47  mths.  7  days.— In  SuBMiier,  18  21— In  Wnrter,  28  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  I. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month^acluding  board— To  Males,  f23  88— To  Females,  5^3  10. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 16— Of  Females,  $b  76. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— 'Of  Males,  $V&  67— Of  FemaleSs  J?  34* 
<10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  iaelading  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  glfiOO, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .-^Aggregate  paid  £»r  tuilioa,  $ 
^3)  No*  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prabng  Gonuson 

Sehools,  fi^^Aggregaie  of  months  kept,  17.^-^verage  No.  of  Sobolatt,  iM-^Aggfe- 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^400. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  jji  . — Income  from  same,  $ 


Books  used. — fifpe^tf^g^-National  and  Introduction  to  do.  iZsodu^gw^ibla,  Natbnal  Eead- 
er  and  Introduction  to  do.,  Boston  Header,  Worcester's  Fourth  Book.  Granuiuu>-^miih*s, 
Geograpky^-0\ney*B,  Parley's  and  Smith's,  ^rif^me^ic— Smith's,  Colburn's,  Adams'  and 
Emerson's  First  Part.  AU  ofA^rs— Goodrich's  and  Hall  and  Baker's  U.  S.  History,  Little  Phi- 
losopher, Comstock's  Chemistry  and  Bailey's  Algebra. 

SsLRCTiovs  FROM  AsvoET.  *  *  Tbo  schooUi  aro  in  a  flouriabing  condi- 
tion. The  teachers  having  devoted  themselves  to  their  calling,  the  pupils  have 
seemed  to  feel,  in  some  measure,  the  importance  of  improving  their  time  and 
advantages,  and  have,  for  the  most  part,  made  pleasing  advances  in  study, — so 
that  parents  have  great  reason  for  gratitude  and  encouragement,  and  the  •  town 
to  feel  that  its  money  is  not  thrown  away.    •    *    k- 

SdioolhouKg.  These  are  not  unworthy  of  much  consideration.  The  comfort 
aud  convenience  of  the  teacher  and  the  pupils  are  to  be  regarded.  Other  things 
being  equal,  that  teacher  who  has  the  most  convenient  house  will  keei^the  host 
schooL  *  *  Most  of  the  houses  need  some  iinprovements,  and  thiee  of 
them  need  thorough  repairs,  or  entirely  new  construction. 

Teatken.  Good  teachera  are  requisite.  By  which  we  mean,  1st.  That  their 
principles  should  accord  with  the  in&Uible  standard  of  the  Bible.  2tL  Their 
moral  character  should  be  upright,  their  deportment  unimpeachable.  And  3d. 
they  should  be  qualified  for  the  business  of  instructing,  by  literary  acqoisi- 
tions,  and  a  peculiar  talent  or  tad  for  teaching.  For  w£it  considerate  parent 
would  be  willing  to  commit  his  child,  during  the  forming  period  of  life,  to  the 
cara  and  instruction  of  an  unprincipled  and  immoral  man ;  or  one  defioiest  ia 
literary  acquisitions  or  native  talenta  The  superiority  of  good  teachers  ofcr 
the  opposite,  is  not  sufficiently  appreciated  by  parents  and  guardians.  Let 
them  visit  and  carefully  observe,  from  beginnuig  to  end»  tw»>chooln,  the  ooe 
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taught  hf,  m  good,  «od  the  other  by  a  poor  or  bed  teacher,  and  tbey  wUl  dis- 
cover the  vast  dinerence*  Firat-rate  teacher*  should  be  employed,  though  their 
wages  be  ooDsidered  high ;  for  be  it  remembered,  this  paradox  is  fenerally  true, 
the  dearest  school  is  the  cheapest,  but  the  cheapest  one  is  the  dearest  It  may 
be  seeD,  therefore,  that  ^reat  respousibility  rests  upon  the  local  committee,  who 
employ  instructors.  It  is  apparent,  also,  that  it  is  of  great  consequence  that  the 
examination  of  instructers  be  critical  and  thorough,  fiut  after  one  has  passed 
through  ^e  ordeal  of  the  agent  and  examining  committee,  and  being  approved, 
is  inducted  into  the  office  m  teacher,  he  ought  to  be  sustained  in  his  manage* 
niMSt  of  bis  school,  even  though  he  should  commit  some  errois ;  and  never, 
without  clear  and  strong  reasons,  should  the  iiiintest  whisper  of  a  wish  be 
uttei^  for  his  removal. 

Studies  and  Books,  We  have  noticed,  with  deep  regret,  a  prominent  and 
universal  fault  in  our  schools,  in  respect  to  their  studies,  viz.  the  displacing,  or 
slightly  attending  to  the  fundamental  or  common  branches  of  learning,  for  the 
higher  ones.  The  ambitious  youth  seem  to  be  captivated  by  the  bewitching 
phantoms  which  their  imagination  has  conjured  up  around  the  words  Philoso- 
phy, Rhetoric,  Chemistry,  Logic,  Algebra,  &c. ;  but  Reading,  Writing,  Spelling 
and  Arithoietie,  hare  no  eharms  for  them^  They  wisii  to  pursue  the  former, 
though  they  neglect  the  latter.  The  teachers  appear  too  much  inclined  to  in- 
troduce the  former,  or,  at  least,  to  indulge  this  perverse  taste  of  the  scholars ; 
and  perhaps  the  vanity  of  their  parents  should  not  pass  nnarraigoed  and  unre- 
buked.  Hence  it  is,  at  our  visitations  and  particularly,  reviews,  there  is  found 
a  lamentable  deficiency  in  some,  or  all,  the  conunon  branches,  which  are  briefly 
passed  over,  while  we  are  entertained  with  extended  exhibitions  of  the  knowl- 
edge which  some  luive  acquired  in  the  higher  and  abstruser  studies.  But  it  ia 
to  be  hoped,  that  common  sense  will  soon  correct  this  absurd  notion. 

Here  let  us  not  be  misunderstood.  We  would  not  discountenance,  but  en- 
cotuitge,  the  highest  and  utmost  attainments  in  the  rising  generation,  which 
their  time  and  opportunities  will  allow,  and  their  prospective  condition  requires. 
Bat  let  them  begin  at  the  foundation. 

As  to  books,  your  committee  find  a  great  deficiency  in  the  schools.    *    *    * 

Term  of  Schools.  This  is  very  short  While,  ih  some  parts  of  our  county. 
Common  Schools  are  kept  from  seven  to  eleven  months  out  of  twelve,  ours  is 
only  nineteen  weeks  and  one  tenth  of  a  week  during  the  same  time.  When 
the  term  is  so  short,  the  pupils  do  but  just  begin  to  learn,  before  the  school  is 
closed.  And  this  must,  of  course,  continue  to  be  the  case,  unless  more  money 
be  granted,  or  unless  they  be  lengthened  by  the  districts  themselves.    *    *    * 

Scholart^  aUendance,  It  appears  from  the  daily  registers,  kept  by  the  instruc- 
ters, that  there  has  been  a  pretty  constant  attendance  of  the  pupils  upon  school. 
But  to  this  there  are  found  some  very  noticeable  exceptions,  which  are  much 
to  be  regretted.  •  •  They  that  are  delinquent,  either  through  their  own  or 
their  parents'  fault,  not  only  suffer,  themselves,  but  also  inflict  an  injury  upon 
the  school,  by  disarranging  the  plans  of  the  teacher,  and  hanging,  as  a  vexatious 
clog,  upon  their  fellow  students.  The  same  may  be  said  of  late  coming  in  the 
morning.  It  were  desirable  that  the  tell-tale  register  should  set  a  mark  upon 
every  straggling  and  late-cominff  urchin. 

Parmis  msiHng  the  Schools.  There  is  a  very  commendable  custom  prevalent, 
to  some  extent,  of  parents  visiting  the  schools  at  the  close,  or  examination. 
The  committee  can  see  no  good  reason  why  this  should  not  be  universal ;  and 
it  is  outte  as  important  that  they  should  visit  near  the  commencement  and  dur- 
ing toe  progress  of  the  term.  This  is  necessary,  if  they  would  know  what  is 
done  at  school,  and  if  they  would  encourage  their  children  ;  and  also  if  they 
would  ascertain  whether  the  teacher  be  raithful  and  skilful.  What  farmer 
would  hire  a  laborer  and  send  him  into  his  field,  and  never  go  near  him  during 
the  season  ?  Parents  have  a  responsibility  in  this  matter,  which  they  cannot 
shift  off  into  others'  hands,  and  for  which  they  shall  render  account. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.*^TKRTn78  D.  SovTHWoaTB;  Wh.  Phipps,  Jr.,  James  O. 
Baows,  Smith  Fishsr. 


862  NORFOLK  COUNTY 

M£iUJfl£iLiU,      .      .      .       X       NumberofPubUc8choo!t,3. 
{%)  No.  ofSebolan  of  «ll  afes  ia  all  tbe  Sehoolf— In  Summer,  118— In  Winter,  SIO. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  87— In  Winter,  ITS. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  180. — No.  of  persons  under 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  19  mths.  21  dajs.— In  Summer,  10  7— In  Winter,  9  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^— U.   — F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^-K.  3 — ^F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  awtnth,  including  board— To  Males,  $M  12— To  Females,  $lt  83. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $Z  66.— Of  Females,  f  5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-^f  Males,  J[22  46— Of  Females,  ^  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j^d. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .^— Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

SeholarSf     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  unineorporaied  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  7jl.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  22.<— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  J[150. 

(14)  Amount  of  Locd  Funds,  $SJ5IOO  00. — ^Income  from  same,  5200  00. 

Books  used.— iSto«Uti^:^— Worcester's  Dictionary,  Parson's  Analytical  Vocabulary,  Clapr. 
cett's  Expoaitor.  Jceodwui^-Worcester's  Series  and  Worcester's  Primer.  Oramnutr-^tatth's. 
Uecgraphy—Olneys,  Arithmetic-~Smiih\  Emerson's,  Colburn's.  All  othen — Goodrich's 
History  of  the  V.  S.,  Colbum's  Algebra,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Grund's  Geometry. 

Selections  from  Repoet.  *  *  We  were  very  glad  to  see  so  many  of 
the  parents  present  at  the  examinations,  and  wish  that  every  person  in  town 
could  have  been  present  Frequent  visitations  of  parents  and  guardians  will 
always  prove,  in  our  opinion,  hiffhly  beneficial.    *    *    * 

Without  the  full  and  cheerful  cooperation  of  parents,  no  teacher  can  suc- 
ceed.   *    *    • 

We  are  soriy  to  say,  that  there  has  been  manifested,  [in  some  schools,]  a  dis- 
position to  dodge  the  examination  days.  This  should  be  corrected  by  the  par- 
ents ;  but,  lest  it  should  be  neglected  by  them,  we  earnestly  recommend  to  our 
successors  in  office,  to  give  notice,  at  the  commencement  of  the  schools,  that 
as  to  all  scholars  who  absent  themselves  upon  examination  days,  unless  they  can 
render  a  reasonable  excuse,  their  names  will  be  reported,  in  open  town  meet- 
ing; or  to  devise  some  more  efficient  method  of  correcting  this  injustice. 

Your  committee  were  of  a  unanimous  opinion,  that  a  change  of  reading 
books  was  much  needed ;  and,  accordingly,  they,  determined  upon  making  the 
change.  We  felt  it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance,  inasmuch  as  the  cost 
would  be  considerable,  and  also,  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  impof  tance,  that  we 
should  get  the  best  books  that  could  be  obtained.  We  deemed  it  a  duty  to  ex- 
amine all  the  most  popular  books,  and  make  such  inquiries,  as  would  enable  us 
to  select  such  as  would  be  of  the  greatest  utility ;  and,  after  mature  consideration, 
we  concluded  upon  Worcester's  series,  and  we  are  happy  to  say,  that  the  great 
improvement  in  reading,  (which  we  attribute  mainly  to  the  books,)  has  more 
than  equalled  our  expectations.  We  will  here  remark,  that  the  cliange  has 
been  responded  to  by  the  parents  with  unexampled  liberality,  in  the  approba- 
tion and  purchase  of  the  books,  which  evinces  a  degree  of  interest,  in  the 
cause  of  education,  worthy  of  the  highest  comtnendution. 

It  has  been  often  said,  and  with  much  trutli,  that  a  good  education  is  one  of 
the  best  legacies,  we  can  leave  to  our  children ;  and  the  question  has  often  pre- 
sented itself  to  us,  what  can  be  done  to  raise  the  standard  of  education  in  Med- 
field  ?  The  most  prominent  plan,  which  has  been  suggested  to  a  majority  of 
your  committee,  is  that  of  forming  a  union  high  school,  and  having  the  district 
schools  taught  by  females,  which  we  think  can  be  done  for  about  the  same 
money  it  costs  under  the  present  system ;  this  plan  has  been  tried  in  other 
towns,  and  we  have  learnt  that  they  are  much  pleased  with  it.    We  would  re- 


eoihwam,  tbiitthb  1fibt>ie6  ^  i^bool  c6^^tee  be  def^^ted,  h«MKft«r,  *filitn 
April  mcf^ng.  It  musit  be  obvibtiii  to  all,  thtit  the  committee,  who  examine  the 
Bchooli^  iit  the  commencement,  atid  Vii^it  thetofi  tfarbugh  the  witoter,  'should  ei* 
^miA^  ttiem  At  their  cloise.    •    «    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Cbarlss  Ham  amt,  Waltxr  Johbs,  WARkDr  Da  vis. 

— \         -  ■ 

JLfpJT}  J/STA  y.  5  W  population,  2,060.    Valuation,  5347,867  00. 

^     *      '      '      *       c        Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  392— In  Winter,  494. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  299— In  Winter,  890. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  j'ears  of  age  in  the  town,  490.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  31.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20. 
W  Aggri^te  Ichigth  of  the  Schools,  44  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  21  7— In  Winter,  23. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  SnmmeN-M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wlntei^-M.  7— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $90  78— To  Females,  $\9  56. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $S  49— Of  Females.  $6  06. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gftZ  29 — Of  Females,  $1 50. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wi^^  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j  1,000. 
^11)  Atnonnt  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools^  $ 

(12)  No.  of  ilicdrporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  (Jf 

(Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commdn 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  180.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^570. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  OSKD. — £|p€^»ur— National  and  Introduction  to  do..  Primers.  JReac^ttig- Natlona) 
Reader,  Introduction  to  do.,  Emerson's  Third  Class  Book,  Worcester's  Third  Book,  Testam^utC. 
(?rammai^-*Smith's.  6reaefrasAy— Snfith's  and  Atlas,  Parley's.  Arithmetic—CdAbnm'a  and 
Smith's.    AU  otfura—Wa&ePa  Dictionary,  Hildreth's  View  of  the  U.  S.  and  Sequel  to  do. 

Remabk. — ^^ Several  schools  prolonged;"  bat  no  particulars  respecting  theitt 
are  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  if  we  compare  the  state  of  our  commu* 
nity,  including  the  poorer  classes,  with  the  same  classes  in  other  countries,  we 
find  occasion  to  rejoice  in  the  fiict,  tiiat  so  much  intelligence  has  been  imparted 
by  means  of  our  Common  Schools.  And  yet  we  have  reason  to  lament  that 
so  little  has  been  efiected,  compared  with  what  might  and  ought  to  have  beeflt 
done. 

We  believe  that  our  Common  Schools  cure  yet  to  be  greatly  improved.  A 
8|ttrit  of  inquiry  on  this  subject  is  awakened.  The  attention  of  the  community 
is  DOW  very  extensively  directed  to  the  subject  of  popular  education.  And  what 
increases  our  responsibility  is,  that  the  result  is  now  to  depend  on  the  directioa 
that  b  to  be  given  to  this  spirit  of  inquiry.  The  practical  question,  therefore^ 
which  should  influence  every  town  and  every  citizen,  is,  what  shall  be  dmie  to 
improve  the  systems  and  enlarge  the  means  of  early  education  ? 

Your  committee  have  visited  the  several  schools  at  the  beginning  and  closet 
of  each  term,  and  at  other  intervals,  as  the  law  directs.  They  have  also  attended 
carefully  to  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty^ 
they  find  it  impracticable  to  judge  of  all  the  requisite  qualifications  of  a  good 
teacher.  He  may  pass  a  good  examination,  and,  so  far  as  literary  attainments 
are  concerned,  answer  the  demands  of  the  law,  and  yet  be  so  wanting  in  prac* 
tical  common  sense,  so  destitute  of  aptness  to  teach,  or  so  unskilful  in  goverq* 
nient,  as  to  disqualify  him  for  the  work  assigned  him.  His  defects  are  of  § 
kind  not  to  be  learned  by  any  examination  of  the  committee^  but  will  de? elofi 
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themselves  in  the  process  of  his  duties.  The  committee  would,  therefore,  sug- 
gest to  the  several  district  committees,  the  importance  of  great  caution  in  the 
selection  of  teachers.  A  stranger  bhould  not  he  hastily  engaged.  Special  in- 
quiry should  he  made,  when  practicable,  of  those  best  acquainted  with  his 
morals  and  manners,  his  natural  temperament  and  his  ability  to  manage  and 
govern  a  school. 

In  the  discharge  of  our  duties  in  visiting  the  schools,  we  discover  a  great 
difference  in  the  teachers.  This  difference  was  not  discovered  in  their  exami- 
nation. Then,  all  appeared  qualified.  But  when  we  come  to  see  them  in  the 
school-room,  in  the  acts  of  teaching  and  governing,  it  was  apparent  that  some 
were  worth  to  the  district  double  that  of  others.    All  the  qualifications  of  a 

Sood  teacher  are  so  rare,  that,  when  one  has  gained  a  good  reputatiou  in  a  given 
istrict,  he  should,  if  practicable,  be  re-engaged,  as  his  acquaintance  with  the 
scholars,  and  the  confidence  he  has  acquired  in  the  district,  gieatly  increase  his 
facilities  for  future  usefulness  as  their  teacher.  We  would  also  suggest  to  the 
district  committees,  that  it  is  desirable  that  those  whom  they  employ  should  be 
presented  for  examination  at  an  earlier  peiiod  than  has  been  usual,  that,  if  they 
should  be  found  disqualified,  there  may  be  time  to  secure  others. 

The  schools  through  the  town,  during  the  past  year,  have  generally  made 
commendable  progress.  Some  of  them,  however,  have  learned  much  more  than 
others.  We  find  that  the  same  districts,  containing  the  same  scholars,  appear 
much  better  some  terms,  than  others ;  probably  owing  to  the  difierence  in  their 
teachere.    •    •    * 

Another  evil,  to  which  the  committee  would  direct  the  attention  of  parents, 
is  the  divided  attention  of  the  scholara  between  the  studies  in  school  and  other 
things  out  of  school.  A  good  teacher  wishes  to  accomplish  all  that  is  practica- 
ble in  the  given  time  for  which  he  is  employed.  He,  therefore,  gives  lessons  to 
« the  several  classes  sufficient  to  occupy  all  their  time.  Hut,  if  their  attention  be 
divided  between  his  instructions  and  other  things,  and  much  of  their  time  oc- 
cupied in  learning  what  is  not  connected  with  the  studies  of  the  school,  they 
must  suffer  great  loss.  The  attention  cannot  be  strongly  fixed  in  two  opposite 
directions.  Parents  would,  therefore,  do  well  to  see  that  their  children,  during 
the  time  that  school  keeps,  give  their  undivided  attention  to  their  appropriate 
studies.    ♦    *    * 

These  primary  institutions  are  appropriately  called  Common  Schools.  Their 
privileges  are  open  to  all,  and  their  blessings  are  designed  for  alL  No  local  in- 
terest or  party  prejudice  should,  therefore,  be  allowed  to  have  influence  here. 
There  is  sometimes  danger  that  the  teacher,  whom  one  party  approve,  will  be 
condemned  by  another  party,  because  of  existing  prejudice,  in  such  case,  the 
teacher  is  thwarted  in  his  efforts,  and  the  school  fails  to  answer  its  desired  pur- 
pose.   •    •    • 

There  is  oflen  a  strong  desire  to  advance  to  the  higher  branches  before  suf- 
ficient attention  has  been  given  to  the  lower.  This  is  unwise,  as  no  one  is  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  the  higher,  till  he  has  made  himself  thorough  in  the  lower 
branches.  To  learn  to  read  wdl,  is  no  small  attainment  Under  a  popular  gov- 
ernment like  oure,  where  the  safety  of  our  institutions  depends  much  upon  the 
Intelligence  of  the  community;  an  ability  to  read  toell,  cannot  be  too  highly 
prized.  This  greatly  affects  the  taste  and  disposition  for  reading  in  afrer-life. 
Those  who  complete  their  school  education  without  learning  to  read  with  ease 
and  accuracy,  are  generally  disposed,  aflerward,  to  neglect  reading ;  and  their 
minds  are  suffered  to  lie  waste,  and  the  little  they  did  ocquire  in  school  is  ren- 
dered comparatively  useless.  We  therefore  fully  subscribe  to  the  remark,  *<that, 
if  the  art  of  reading  could  be  more  thoroughly  taught  in  our  Common  Schools, 
a  far  greater  numwr  would  become  reading  men,  and  our  community  would, 
of  consequence,  become  much  more  intelligent,  and  better  qualified  for  the  en- 
joyment of  those  rights  which  belong  to  them  as  men,  and  for  the  discharge  of 
those  important  duties  which  devolve  upon  them  as  citizens." 

But  so  great  is  the  variety  of  ages,  and,  consequently,  so  great  the  number 
and  diversity  of  studies  in  each  school,  that  the  attention  of  lioth  teachera  and 
scholars  is  greatly  divided,  and  comparatively  but  little  instruction  can  be  given 
to  each  one.  The  committee  would,  therefore,  suggest  to  the  town  the  in- 
quiry, whether  there  might  not  be  an  advantageous  alteration  in  the  organiza- 
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tion  of  the  schools.  In  the  winter  term,  so  important  to  the  largest  scholars, 
wbo  are  about  finishing  their  elementary  education,  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  teacher  is  necessarily  too  much  occupied  with  very  young  children,  who 
night  be  as  well  or  better  instructed  by  a  female,  at  much  less  expense.  There 
are  eight  school  districts.  One  half  of  the  scholars,  in  all  the  schools,  may  be 
taught  and  governed  as  well  by  a  female.  It  has,  therefore,  occurred  to  your 
committee,  that,  if  an  arrangement  could  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned, it  would  be  more  economical,  and  greatly  to  the  interests  of  education, 
to  sustain  three  schools,  at  central  points,  to  be  taueht  by  competent  male 
teachers,  for  all  over  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age, — and  have  all,  under  that  age, 
taught  at  the  several  district  school  houses  by  competent  female  teachers.  *  * 
In  this  way,  it  is  believed  that  both  classes  might  have  more  time  and  attention 
at  the  same  expense.  The  same  money  which  is  now  granted  would  sustain 
each  of  the  three  high  schools  about  four  months,  and  the  female  schools  in  the 
several  districts,  about  five  months  each.  There  would  be  a  whole  month,  and, 
in  some  of  the  schools,  two  months,  added  to  the  schools  for  the  older  scholars, 
without  diminishing  but  rather  increosing  the  advantages  of  the  younger,  as 
they  would  have  for  nearly  or  quite  the  same  length  of  time,  the  more  exclusive 
attention  of  their  teachers.  We  believe  both  classes  would  gain  more  knowl- 
edge. Let  the  standard  of  each  of  the  three  schools,  taught  by  the  males,  be 
made  equal  to  any  high  school,  and  it  would  probably  supersede  the  necessity 
of  Private  Schools, — while,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  bring  those  advantages 
to  all  the  community  which  are  now  enjoyed  only  by  a  part,  who  pay  private 
tuition. 

The  money  paid  for  private  tuition  last  vear,  at  the  three  high  schools,  was 
from  $500  to  $600.  It  is  believed,  that  oy  the  proposed  arrangement,  this 
might  he  saved,  and  about  the  same  amount  of  instruction  given ;  or,  what 
would  be  stiil  better,  add  this  to  the  sum  already  raised  by  the  town,  and  then 
we  cannot  doubt,  that  without,  in  reality,  increasing  the  expenses,  the  means 
of  education  would  be  greatly  augmented. 

The  committee  make  this  suggestion,  believing  it  to  be  important  to  make 
the  most  of  the  money  granted  for  schools.  If  money  raised  for  other  pur- 
poses is  expended  to  disadvantage  one  year,  it  may  be  remedied  the  next.  But 
not  so  here.  The  child,  who  loses  one  year  in  his  education,  has  lost  that 
which  is  utterly  irreparable.  Though  he  may  learn  something  the  next  year, 
yet  one  whole  year  is  gone,  and  has  left  a  blank  in  his  mind  which  will  never 
be  filled. 

The  importance  of  liberal  appropriations  for  Common  Schools,  and  of  a 
watchful  care  over  them,  will  be  admitted  by  all,  who  consider,  that  the  pre- 
sent generation  of  children  are  to  be  the  men  and  women  of  the  next  age,  and 
that  to  them  are  soon  to  be  entrusted  all  the  valuable  institutions,  with  which 
we  are  blessed 

Ail  will  feel  interested  in  the  suitject  of  removing,  so  far  as  possible,  the  de- 
fects, and  of  improving  the  systems,  of  education.  As  men,  as  patriots,  as  phi- 
lanthropists, and  as  Christians,  we  have  a  common  interest  in  this  subject  To 
raise  higher  the  standard  of  knowledge,  is,  in  effect,  to  increase  the  sum  of 
general  intelligence,  and  the  fault  is  not  in  knowledge,  or  its  promoters,  if  it  do 
not  increase  the  sum  of  human  happiness.  In  this' work,  all  must  cooperate. 
Here  is  no  preensption,  no  monopoly.  It  is  not  like  wealth,  of  which  one  may 
deprive  another ;  not  like  honor,  which  the  breath  of  envy  may  blast ;  nor  like 
power,  which  superior  power  may  overcome.  The  rational  mind  is  formed  to 
acquire  and  treasure  up  knowledge ;  is  made  capable  of  endless  enlargement ; 
and  is  presented  with  objects  greatly  diversified  and  extended  through  infinite 
space,  adapted  to  aid  its  onward  progress. 

The  value  of  gold  is  but  comparative;  therefore,  as  its  quantity  increases,  its 
value  diminishes ;  but  not  so  with  knowledge.  It  has  an  absolute  value ;  and 
it  should  be  the  object  of  our  combined  wisdom  and  persevering  efifbrts,  to  in- 
crease the  facilities  for  its  attainment.  And  more  depends  on  the  state  of  our 
Common  Schools,  than  on  all  the  other  means  of  public  instruction  combined. 
These  are  the  very  fountains  of  intelligence.  Such  solicitous  attention  and 
fostering  care*  should  he  given  them,  as  shall  cause  them  to  send  forth  their 
fertilizing  streams  to  augment  the  Aim  of  knowledge  and  bappimessi  io  each 
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Tbe  rieheit  reward,  that  parents  asd  guardians  of  jroutfi  Cfn  «|ver  r^^ef^®  f®'. 

all  tbe  expense,  anxiety  and  care  bestowed  upon  their  education,  is,  to  see  them 
growing  up  with  intelhgent  minds,  industrious  habits,  and  virtuous  principle^ 

This  happy  result  can  be  exp^icted  only  from  early  and  perseYering'efEbrts  to 
train  them  in  the  way  thej  should  go. 

In  closing  their  duties  ior  tbe  year,  the  committee  would  now  con^mend  the, 
beloved  youth  and  children  of  our  town,  and  the  great  interests  of  their  early 
education  to  Almighty  God,  and  to  the  liberality  and  watchful  care  of  their  par- 
ents and  guardians.  We  are  confident,  that  no  good  citizen  will  relax  his  ex- 
ertions, or  withhold  his  influence  and  generous  support,  from  the  Common 
Schools,  so  inseparably  connected  as  they  are,  with  the  happiness  of  the  com- 
ing generation,  and  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  town.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^— Jacob  Ide,  Sewall  Hardiro,  Aaroit  Hatvxs. 


jkjrrr  'p/i  AT  5  (1)  Population,  1,772.    Valuatioa,  f  461^810  95. 

iKt^Xi  J,  Uiyj       ....        J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)'  No.  of  Scholar*  of  all  a^et  in  all  the  Schools — ^Ip  Suminer,  376 — In  Winter^  9SK^. 

(3)  Average. attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Sumner,  239 — In  Winter,  252. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  aga  in  the  town,  304^— No.  of  penons  under  4. 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24m— 'No.  over  16  yeiar?  of  age  wlip  attend.  S<9hpol,  18. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  57  mths.— In  Summer,  27-- In  Winter,  30. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  2— F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  4— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $S5  50— To  T'emales,  $9t  33. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^11  00— Of  Females,  gS  33. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^24  50 — Of  Females,  J 14  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  includii^  o^lytjie.  Wf^s  o^ 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  S^i^^- 

(11)  Amonai  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  fot  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1*— Aggregate  of  months  kept,     d— Aveirage  No.  of 

Scholars,       . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  toition,  $ 
(15)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Comfflon 

Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  24.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  40.-f-Aggre- 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  $380» 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       .—Income  from  same,  5 


Books  used. — Spelling — National  with  the  Introduction  and  Sequel.    jR6acfif^|^Wor<;es- 


of  the  U.  S. 

Remarv:^ — ^The  Incorporated  Academy  is  at  present  vacaiiL 

Selections  raoii  REPoaT.  *  *  The  depoeitonr,  mentioned  in  theflaai 
annual  report,  for  supplying  the  schools  with  suitable  books»  located  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  has  been  kept  open  dtuing  the  vear ;  furnishing,  at  reduced 
prices,  the  yariobs  kind  of  books  recommended  oy  the  committeei.  and  now 
principally  used  in  all  oiur  schools.    *    *    • 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that,  since  their  acquaintance  with  the 
schools  of  this  town,  they  never  appeared  better  than  at  the  present  time*  But, 
while  the  committee  are  free  to  express  the  sincere  pleasure  they  feel^  in  wit- 
nessing so  maiw  circumstances  connected  with  our  town  schools,,  which  must 
be  highly/gratifying  to  all  the  friends  of  education,  they  are  no  less  free  to  sav, 
what  every  one  who  understands  the  subject  must  feel,  that  much,  very  much, 
yet  remains  to  be  done,  before  the  greatest  advantages,  which  our  Common 
School  system  is  adapted  to  confer  on  the  risinff  generation,  can  be  fully  real- 
ized. With  a  view  to  promote  a  still  higher  deigree  of  improicement,  m  our 
town  sphools,^  than  ha^  befeipfoire,  beep  w:it»9S^i  a^  to  enp9W«g^jdl.<QU|ipifS|: 
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^pei999%  f^  tern  m  tmnovB^Wfe  vxtt^mk  i«  <hift  W^bMfctt  t!9«9  xeii<iTn|d»4fK 

Hi^k  a]^U9ip»,  worthy  ^att(9»ti90», 

They  would  respectfully.  <^l.lt^^^Qtioi|  QClihot||»  wJbofli9.4utgi;  HMi  t»i9ele«| 
wd^Ql^ti^cli m^  ih^  tps^l^e^nofowt  Qeboi^lH}  to i^  ii^g^llaiM^iQC  procwing 
fiuct^  «Dd  only  9Mcl^f,  «i  wra«,W^l  Tec;oi|ii|[^eA49d,  qiek  oiiiy  ^B  tQ  tl^fiir  i»ocf3i 
cb^ricter,  but  aleaaa  to  their  U|lwi;«ry  ^n^inmeDtfi  nod  quafificnti^s,  %nA,  «^iUty 
i9aU,]:eqpect%.  lAflXMnPfcir  ijiie.  feaspQubleeis^pectiition  qf  theii:;  ^oi^lpy^i^  Ia 
9Pme.ca8(e%  iftdLnidliiJa^  ^iBlectedi  by  the  prude^tW  C9fl)iqitt8i#ii»  b%y9t  preflenteA 
themselves  to  tbff,  «ffaiipiM9g  coqwwpjtteet  a%r  havmgbeeoi  QcniiUti«»9#l)yt  ewh 
ployed,  aod  even  after  having  commenced  their  schools.    *    *    * 

In  concluding  this  oeport,  the  committee,  would  most  eameatly  solicit,  not 
only  the  speciafattention  and  interest,  but  the  renewed  and  vigorous  efforts  of 
all  the  friends  of  education  in  this  town ;  and  not  only  in  susteining  the  good 
reputation,  which  our  district  schools  have  already  acquired,  but  also  in  elevat- 
iog  the  standard  of  education,  in  every  department  of  socie^. .  It  is  our  privi- 
lege to  live  in  an  age,  distinguished  for  zeal  and  enterprise  m  the  cause  of  ed- 
ucation. Let  us,  then,  as  the.  truO:  fidends  and  the  zealQU9.advocate8,  of  a  cause 
80  Doble  and  so  in^rtant  to  aU,  eiq>eci|illy:  to  the  rising  generatipn,  manifest, 
by  our  increasing  mterest  in,  it  and  by  our  unremitting  efforts  to  promote  i^ 
that  we  fully  appreciate  the  high  privileges,  which  we  and  our  children  en- 
joy,   ••    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— SamublW.  Cozzihs,  Joseph  AveisR,  Jdsxpb  fioMFiSLD, 
John  Ruooles. 
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NEEDHAM,        .      .      .       SO)PoH»««».».««.    Vdo.Uon.,J6i;>6600. 

'  c       Number  of  Pubuc  Sebools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  295— In  Winter,  386. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  212— In  Winter,  272. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  446. — No.  of  persons  under  4i 

yean  of  age  who  altend  School,  22.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  46  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  23  21— lu  Winter,  23. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  g29  66— To  Females,  %\t  28. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  (8  UO— Of  Females,  $5  76. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $t\  66— Of  Females,  $^  53. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  jl^'^* 
(U)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  g 

(12)  No.  of  incorpora^d  Academies,    .— Af^gregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  J 

(13)  No^  of  nntncorporated  Academies,  Frivajle  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commee 

Schools,  1^— Agi^^galf.of  montbi  kept,  I2.-^Average,  No.  of  Scholars,,  tS<-nAgg!EOr 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  %^SIO» 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  51,50000^— Income  from  same,  f90  00. 

Books  ussd^— fl^i^2ir|gw.N«tional  and  hi^ediKtioQ.  Reading^^ftoi^  Reader  and  Ur 
iiodqction.  First  Class  Book,  Young  Reader,  Bifade,  Easy  Lessons^  Rhetorical  Reader,  ci^rafnr 
moTwSmith's  and  Murray's.  Geq^Y^iy^— Oloey's  andPariey's.  Arithmetie—SmW^i  Emer- 
son's and  Colbom's.  ^At  ofA^j^--Goodrich's  and  Robbins'  History,  Blake's  and  Comstock's 
Philosophy,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Blake's  Astronomy. 

SftLECTiOK  VROM  RspoRT.  *  ^  The  present  board  are  frank  to  say,  that 
the  schools  are  generally  in  a  flattering  condition,  and  have  for  the  most  part, 
eome  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  committee.  While  the  committee  are  dis- 
posed to  give  full  credit  to  purents,  for  the  interest  manifested  in  our  Public 
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Sdioolf,  as  evioeed  by  tbeir  attendance  at  the  ezaminatioBa,  ihvy  regret  that 
at  auch  timea,  they  have  met  no  more  of  the  people  of  the  districts,  although  all 
have  been  invited  or  requested  to  attend.  We  hope,  hereafter,  that  the  {Mople 
themselves  will  be  desirous  to  see  and  know  how  our  schools  are  progreesiDg. 
We  hope  to  see  more  people  attend  the  examinations. 

The  committee  are  iearflil  that  due  attention  has  not  been  ffiven  by  many  of 
the  community,  to  the  vast  importance  of  hiring  the  very  best  of  teachers^ 
who  may  be  obtained  at  a  trifle  more  of  expense.  This  is  an  object  of  the 
|[reatest  importance  to  the  rising  generation.  It  is  as  if  a  mathematical  calcula- 
tion, on  a  few  paltry  dollars  and  cents,  was  the  all-engrossing  subject  of  our 
mindsyinsteadof  the  improvement  of  the  intellect  of  our  children.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Rurus  Mills,  Josiab  Notxs,  Charles  Mato. 


O  TTTXO  V  5  (^)  Population,  3,049.    Valuation,  ^628,891  25. 

\lUliyi^  X^       .      .      .      .        J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 

(3)  No.  of  Scbolara  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  684— In  Winter,  693. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  440— In  Winter,  375. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  800.-— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  87  mths.  2  days — In  Summer,  54  14f— In  Winter,  32  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  3— F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^31  52— ^To  Females,  f  14  77. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %\t  00— Of  Females,  $1 44. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\d  52— Of  Females,  $1 33. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^,450. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .— Ajrgregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .-—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  10. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  99. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  157.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^58  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  52,000  00.— Income  from  same,  575  00. 

Books  dsxd.— Spetfi*^' — Child's  Companion,  Worcester's  and  Webster's  Dictionaries,  Na- 
tional Spelling  Book.  JZ^acfin^- Bible,  Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Class  Books.  National  Read- 
er, Pierpout's  First  Class  Book.  Grammar^— Parker  and  Fox's  2d  Part.  Geograpk^-^^eiet 
Parley's,  OIney's  and  Atlas.  ^4 rifAmefic- Adams'  and  Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Parts,  Itai- 
ley's  Algebra,  Leonard's  Arithmetic.  AU  o<A«r^— Way iajid's  Moral  Science,  Geography  of 
tM  Heavens,  Watts  on  the  Mmd,  Blake's  Astronomy,  Delano's  Philosophy,  Khetoricai  Reader. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  improvements  that  have  been  made 
by  the  scholars,  your  committee  think  will  satisfy  the  town,  that  the  money  ap- 
propriated by  the  inhabitants  for  schooling,  has  been  judiciously  expended. 
The  exercises  at  the  last  visitations  were  such  as  to  give  perfect  satisfaction  to 
the  committee ;  they  were  highly  gratified  to  find  so  many  of  the  parents  pres- 
ent, at  tiie  late  visitations  in  two  or  three  of  the  districts,  and  the  committee  can- 
not refrain  from  recommending  it  to  all  parents  and  friends  of  education,  to 
visit  the  schools,  thus  showing  that  they  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  rising  generation.  *  *  The  employment  of  female  assistants,  in  some  of 
this  schools,  your  committee  think  bus  been  of  decided  advantage,  as  to  econo- 
my and  the  general  interests  of  education.    *    *    * 

We  cannot  close  without  earnestly  entreating  our  fellow  citizens  to  give  their 
increased  attention  to  this  great  subject,  and  not  relax  their  endeavors  until 
they  see  a  system  of  education  in  operation  in  this  town,  which  shall  reflect 
the  highest  honor  on  themselves,  and  be  a  means  of  the  greatest  good  to  pos- 
terity.   *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.-JoHji  WniTircf ,  Calviv  Wou»tt,  Noah  Cortis,  Hora- 
no  N^Glovxr,  GLitHA  Marsh. 
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RAND OLiPH  \  ^^^  ^^i^^"^^'*^"'  ^fAX.    ValoaUoo,  5419,612  M. 

'      *      *      *       ^       Nttmbef  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholari  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Sammer,  638— In  Winter,  776. 

(3)  Averngo  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  390— Id  Winter,  314. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  912.'— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  86. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  48. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  76  mihs.  14  days. — In  Summer,  44  14— In  Winter,  32. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   «— F.  9. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^-M.  10 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^32  28— To  Females,  ;^15  83. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5 10  40— Of  Females,  f^  02. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^21  88— Of  Females,  ^8  81. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51;900. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  % 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  75.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 1^100. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Sehools,  7.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  27.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  170.— Aggie- 
gate  paid  for  tui|ion,  5^^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^600  00.— Income  from  same,  5^0  00. 

Books  usED.*^£>0«//tf9g^National,  Introduction  to  National,  Hazen's  Speller  and  Definer. 
iSecufmg- Porter's  Khetorical  Header.  Worcester's  2d,  3d  and  4ih  Biioks.  CiTraiiimar— Sniiih's. 
OtfOjgTi^y— Parley's  and  Malte-Brun's.  iin^AmfticwColburn's  Intellectual  and  Smith's  1st, 
2d  and  3d  ParU,  Bailey's  Algebra,  il// oMer«— Gallaudel's  Natural  Theology,  Blake's  Phi- 
losophy, Watts  on  the  Mind. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  schools,  for  the  past  year,  havo  been 
good  ;  the  progress  of  the  pupils  creditable  to  themselves,  aud  highly  gratifying 
to  the  committee.    *    *    » 

Your  committee  regret  being  obliged  to  state,  that  the  inconveniences  which 
the  scholars  suffer  from  the  bad  construction  of  their  seats,  and  the  dilapidated 
state  of  some  of  the  schoolhouses,  have  not  been  remedied,  even  where  repara- 
tions have  been  made  upon  the  schoolhouse.  Whether  this  neglect  be  owing 
to  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts,  to  incur  the  ne- 
cessary expenses,  which  in  most  cases  would  be  trifling,  or  to  indifieretice  for 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  their  4;hildren,  the  committee  will  not  under- 
take to  decide ;  but  they  feel  themselves  warranted  to  say,  that  by  such  neglect 
parents  do  an  irreparable  injtiry  to  the  schools.  *  *  Were  the  additior^al 
labor  which  such  neglect  imposes  upon  the  teacher,  in  keeping  good  order  and 
training  his  pupils  td  habits  of  strict  attention  to  study,  the  only  evil  arising 
from  it,  there  might  he  some  apparent  ground  for  excusing  it  i  but  when  the  risk 
of  health  and  even  of  life,  the  pain  and  suffering  the  scholar  must  bear,  from 
sitting  for  hours  in  a  constrained  and  unnatural  position,  are  considered,  ever^ 
semblance  of  an  excuse  vanishes.  Were  this  a  matter  of  domestic  concern,  it 
would  not  be  tolerated.  Why,  then,  should  it  be  disregarded  in  relation  to  our 
schools?    *    *    • 

*  *  K  friendly  and  intimate  association,  between  parents  and  teachers, 
should  be  kept  up ;  and  a  free  and  frank  interchange  of  the  parents'  views  and 
wishes,  in  regard  to  the  instruction  of  their  children,  should  be  made  with  their 
teacher.  In  this  way  parents  would  become  fully  acquainted  with  the  condi- 
tion and  interests  of  the  school ;  misunderstandings  would  be  avoided,  prpjiidi- 
ces  removed,  and  the  teacher's  task  be  rendered  much  less  arduous  and  embar* 
rassing.  A  union  of  feeling,  and  concert  of  action,  would  be  sure  to  attain  the 
great  object  in  view,  the  thorough  education  of  all  our  youth.  In  all  cases 
where  this  spirit  has  prevailed  in  any  degree,  its  beneficial  effects  have  been 
obvious.  Parents  in  some  districts,  have  shown,  by  their  attendance  at  the  ex- 
aminations of  their  schools,  that  tiiey  felt  an  interest  in  their  welfare,  and  wish- 
ed to  judffe  for  themselves  whether  their  expectations  were  likely  to  be  real- 
ized.   It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  practice,  so  commendable  in  itself  and  benefi- 


eial  to  our  iiblioolfly  Wit!  be<iome  udiveisaL  Aut  your  oommittM  tnM^  in  tratii, 
n^,  that  in  two  or  thre6  diBtrictt,  no  such  evidence  appeared.  No  institution 
will  ever  flouriih^  when  thoee  to  Im  benefited  by  it,  take  no  part  in  its  manage- 
ment It  is  not  enough  that  Goaumttees  are  appointed  to  eaperistend  our 
achools.  They  need,  and  should  receive,  the  support  and  cooperation  of  evei^ 
citizen,  in  conducting  the  education  of  our  youth. 

While  our  schools  have  been  improving  in  the  mode  of  instruction  and  the 
study  of  the  higher  branches  of  knowledge,  the  committee  have  to  regret  that 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  correspondmg  increase,  in  the  average  attendance 
of  the  scholars.  Making  two  or  three  exception^,  it  appears  by  the  registers 
now  required  to  be  ^ept,  that  about  one  third  of  the  number  between  the  ages 
of  four  and  mzteen,  do  not  attend  any  school,  or  attend  so  irregularly  that  little 
or  no  proficieney  is,  or  can  be^  made  by  them.    *    *    * 

If  the  doctrine  of  political  eauality  is  ever  to  be  reduced  to  practice,  it  must 
be  done  by  the  thorough  moral  and  intellectual  education  of  the  mechanic  and 
working  classes.  Elementary  instruction  is  only  the  first  stage  in  the  progress 
of  such  an  education,  and  but  little  will  be  accomplished  if  there  be  no  advance 
beyond  it  It  is  not  enough  that  suitable  provision  be  made  to  carry  all  the 
children  in  the  town  through  this  stage.  Public  sentiment  demands,  and  the 
public  good  requires^  that  all  needea  facilities  to  a  career  of  self-instniction, 
should  be  furnished.  District  libraries  are  well  calculated  to  eiiert  a  beneficial 
influence  in  this  respect  It  is  a  subject  of  deep  regret,  that  the  opportunity 
offered  to  school  districts  for  establishing  such  libraries,  has  not  been  embraced 
with  a  zeal  commensurate  to  their  importance.  No  district  in  this  town  has 
manifested  a  willingness  to  levy  tiie  small  sum,  (thirty  dollars,)  authorized  by 
law  for  that  purpose.  Were  such  libraries  established  under  proper  regulations, 
they  would  prove  not  only  invaluable  sources  for  the  acquisition  of  much  useful 
knowledge  by  parents  and  children,  and  of  the  purest  enjoyments  of  life,  but 
strong  inducements  to  withdraw  the  youth  from  congregating  for  ^eir  boister- 
ous  evening  sports,  or  collectinff  at  places  where  what  they  see,  hear  and  do, 
tends  only  to  corrupt  their  minds,  debase  their  morals,  and  render  them  coarse 
and  vulgar  in  their  conversation  and  habits. 

There  is  one  other  disadvantage,  under  which  several  of  the  schools  particu- 
larly labor,  and  all  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  By  sending  children  of  all  ajges  to 
the  same  school,  and  placing  them  under  the  government  and  instruction  of 
one  teacher,  the  older  -scholars  are,  to  a  great  aegree,  deprived  of  their  just 

Erivileges.  The  schoolhouses,  in  all  our  districts,  m  which  the  average  num- 
er  of  scholars  exceeds  fifty,  should  be  provided  with  two  school-rooms  and 
an  assistant  employed,  who  should  take  charge  of  the  small  scholars.  Some 
such  arrangement  was,  undoubtedly,  in  contemplation,  when  the  Legislature 
passed  the  law,  making  it  the  duty  of  school  districts  to  employ  assistant  teach- 
ers. But  whether  this  was,  or  was  not  the  &ct,  it  is  evident,  that  it  would  give 
efficiency  to  our  schools,  and  place  them  upon  as  good  ground  as  private 
schools  or  academies.  Until  this  mode  of  organization  be  adopted,  our  large 
schools  will  not  be  productive  of  advantage  commensurate  with  the  expense  of 
supporting  them.  The  larger  they  are,  the  greater  will  be  the  loss.  _  Were 
this  course  adopted,  there  would  be  no  need  of  private  schools,  unless  it  were 
as  a  continuation  of  those  of  the  districts.  It  is  time  that  this  subject  was  taken 
up,  and  some  efficient  action  bad  thereon.  It  has  been  forced  upon  the  notice 
or  the  committee,  by  the  situation  they  find  one  of  the  districts  (No.  8)  in.  Such 
an  organization  is  much  wanted  in  Nos.  1, 6  and  9,  and  would  be  highly  advan- 
tageous to  all  the  others.  It  may  be  effected  by  the  union  of  two  or  more  for 
that  purpose.  To  carry  the  measure  into  operation  is  a  duty,  which  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  several  districts  owe  to  themselves,  their  children,  and  the  cause 
of  education.  The  expenses  attending  it  would  be  increased  to  an  amount 
trifling  in  itself,  if  any,  and  would  be  doubly  repaid  by  the  superior  advantages 
our  schools  would  afford,  and  the  more  judicious  expen^ture  of  the  mone/ 
appropriated  by  the  town  for  their  support    *    «    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Aaron  Prescott,  Bknjamih  Richards. 
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i>  Ck  Irfi  ttl?  V  U')  P^palB<>oii,  7,483.    Valuatibii,  f  1^,617  BO. 

^^J^diUltX,       .      .      .        j       Number  of  Public  Schools,  20. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  alt  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  1,160— In  Wbter,  1^183. 

(3)  Average  attendanoe  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  865 — In  Winter,  897. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,807. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10.— No.  oyer  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  229  mths. — In  Summer,  1 14— In  Winter,  115. 

(6)  Ne<  of  Tbiicbe^s  in  Summer— M.  5— F.  16.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  15. 

(7)  Average  wa^es  paid  per  month  incloding  board— To  Males,  $6^  72— To  Females,  ^15  88. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month- Of  Males,  ^14  38— Of  Females,  $Z  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Mates,  $50  39— Of  Females,  57  88. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^6,370. 

(11 )  Amount  of  beard  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  j»f  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorijorated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  toprolmig  Common 
,  Schools,  14; — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  168. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  400. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  £4,000. 

(14)  Amount  pf  Local  Funds,  £36,833  00.— Income  from  same,  £2,178. 

Books  used. — Spelling — Emerson's.  Reading — Pierpont's  Series.  Gramf}iar— Alger's 
Murray's  and  Parker's.  Geography — Parley's  and  Woodbridge's.  ArWimetic — ^Emerson's 
Series.  AU  iXAers^-^Bailey's  Algebra,  Blake's  Astronomy,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Foster's 
Book-keeping,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  &e. 

Remake. — ^The  statement  of  the  Unincorporated  Academies  and  Private 
Schools,  with  the  months  kept,  number  of  scholars  and  tuition  paid,  ^  is  only 
on  estimate,  not  an  accurate  statement" 

Selections  frou  Report.  *  *  Some  citizens  doubtless  think,  that  our 
expenditure  for  the  support  of  schools  is  becoming  large.  It  is  so,  but  not  ex- 
travagantly so ;  nor  is  it  matter  of  regret,  if  we  consider  the  reasons  and  the 
iacts  of  the  case.  The  number  of  pupils  in  all  our  Public  Schools,  exclusive 
of  the  Trustees'  Grammar  School,  is  now  1123.  A  year  ago,  it  was  897,  show- 
ing an  increase,  in  one  year,  of  235.  To  meet,  very  imperfectly,  but  as  well  as 
we  could, — ^this  increased  demand  for  instruction,  we  have  opened  two  ad- 
ditional school-rooms,  one  in  the  gun-house,  virith  a  male  teacher,  tod  one  in 
the  basement  of  the  Dudley  School,  with  a  female  teacher.  The  children  come 
to  IK,  and  we  must  provide  for  them ;  we  do  so,  and  still  they  come,  and  we 
must  provide  further.  And  we  are  glad  to  be  pushed  in  this  way.  It  is  a  sign 
of  good  things;  and,  if  the  expense  were  tenfold  greater,  we  would  still  con- 
gratulate the  town.  We  should  be  glad  to  furnish  the  town  this  occasion  of 
rejoicing,  annually.  If  the  increase  arises  from  accessions  to  our  population 
from  abroad,  then  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  taxable  i^olls  and  property  are 
increased,  so  that  the  greater  expense  will  prove  no  greater  burden.  If  hun- 
dreds of  children,  who  have,  heretofore,  roamed  at  large,  in  neglect  and  igno- 
rance, are  coming  into  our  schools,  then,  by  every  reason,  which  makes  schools 
valuable  to  the  community  at  all,  we  ou^ht  to  be  thankful  for  the  opportunity 
of  providing  for  the  new  comers.  It  is  simply  realizing,  so  far,  the  great  object 
of  Public  Schools,  viz.  the  intellectual  and  moral  elevation  of  those,  who,  with- 
out this  provision,  would  be  almost  doomed  to  poverty,  ignorance  and  vice;  at 
once  the  victims,  and  the  pest  of  society.  If,  again,  the  increase  is  gained  by 
accessions  from  Private  Schools,  as  we  think  is  extensively  the  case,  it  is  still  a 
good  sign.  Whenever  the  Public  Schools  flourish,  at  the  expense  of  private 
ones,  then  the  friends  of  popular  education  may  take  courage.  For  then  it 
may  be  presumed,  that  the  Public  Schools  are  in  a  good  state.  If  tholB€^  who 
have  hitherto  paid  their  money  to  Private  Schools,  and  are  able  to  do  it,  and 
who  appreciate  education  so  highly,  that  they  will  have,  for  their  children,  the 
best  that  is  going ;  if  such  persona  are  sendmg  now  to  Public  Schools,  the  infer- 
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enee  is,  that  the  latter  are  good,  and  becoming  the  best  It  shows  that  wealth 
can  no  longer  purchase  distinguished  privileges  in  matters  of  education ;  and 
that  tlie  children  of  tlie  masses,  however  less  favored  in  other  things,  do  yet 
enjoy  the  highest  privileges  in  this  respect,  and  such  as  the  few  are  glad  to 
share,  from  very  selfishness,  as  being  the  best  to  be  had.  This  is  the  true  and 
sound  levelling  principle,  the  levelling  upwards  instead  of  down,  the  giving  to 
all,  of  every  condition  as  to  property,  the  same  intellectual  preparation  ibr  the 
race  of  life. 

As  long  as  the  Public  Schools  are  suffered  to  be  inferior  to  the  private,  so 
long  the  prizes  of  life,  which  depend  so  much  on  eiducation,  will  be  too  much 
within  the  reach  of  money  and  the  accident  of  parental  advantages,  and  too 
little  within  that  of  merit  and  native  capacity.  But,  when  the  Public  Schools 
are  made  equal  or  superior,  then  we  go  far  towards  realizing  our  republican 
theory,  viz.  equal  privileges,  and  a  fair  start  for  the  yoUng  of  all  classes. 

We  propose  this  as  a  leading  object  in  the  policy  of  the  town,  and  in  the  am- 
bition of  future  school  committees.  There  is  no  reason,  why  it  should  not  be 
accomplished.  Such  a  result  would  be  equally  beneficial  to  all  classes.  Chil- 
dren, in  other  respects  fitted  for  the  same  school,  should  not  be  separated  on 
account  of  any  real  or  fancied  distinctions  at  home,  or  in  society.  It  is  good 
for  them  to  be  together ;  for  all, — ^the  more  and  the  less  favored.  It  is  good, 
that  the  young  should  be  eaily  led  to  weigh  themselves  in  the  scale  of  merit, 
as  that  in  which  alone  they  are  finally  to  find  their  level.  It  is  good,  that  those 
children,  whose  connections,  from  unfortunate  circumstances,  or  their  own 
fiiult,  are  depressed,  and  who  enjoy  little  consideration  in  the  world,  should  be  put 
in  a  position  where  such  circumstances  are  unrecognized,  where  they  will  be 
advanced  and  respected,  and  led  to  respect  themselves,  and  to  take  courage  for 
future  success  and  respectability,  according  to  their  talents,  fidelity  and  char- 
acter. And  for  those  placed  at  the  opposite  pole  of  society,  it  is  equally  for 
their  benefit  to  be  so  placed,  that  the  narrow  notions  of  caste,  which  they  may 
unconsciously  imbibe  in  the  artificially  separate  circle  in  which  their  parents 
move,  may  be  enlarged ;  pride  and  petty  lordliness  be  repressed ;  the  miserabie 
mistake,  that  they  can  rely  on  any  accidents  of  birth  or  fortune  for  future  suc- 
cess be  corrected ;  and  they  be  early  impressed  with  the  wholesome  and  invig- 
orating truth,  that  mental  and  moral  strength  and  exertion  are  the  chief  condi- 
tions, on  which  every  thing  desirable  is  staked.  It  is  good  that  all,  from  the 
various  conditions  in  life,  should  so  meet  and  work  together,  and  blend  their 
sympathies  on  a  common  arena,  where  no  distinctions  are  recognized,  but  such 
as  each  one  works  out  for  himself  on  the  spot.  In  all  our  codes,  and  constitu- 
tions, and  political  theories,  we  have  nothing  so  truly  republican  in  tendency, 
as  the  Common  School,  if  we  made  it,  in  truth,  a  Common  School,  as  it  should 
be.  And  why  should  we  not  ?  The  idea  proves  as  good  io  practice,  as  it  is 
sound  in  theory ;  and  it  does  one's  heart  good,  to  go  into  some  of  our  Public 
Schools  where  the  children  are  well  instructed  and  animated  by  a  common 
love  of  knowledge.  You  know,  there  are  all  sorts  of  children  there  before 
you ;  some  coming  from  cold  cellars,  and  dark  garrets,  and  some  from  sumptu- 
ous nurseries  and  parlors ;  but  you  cannot  tell  from  which  place  they  come. 
There  is  nothing  in  their  countenances,  or  language,  or  recitations,  or  man- 
ners, by  which  you  can  tell  from  what  quarter  they  severally  come.  Nothing, 
unless  it  be  some  jjaltry  and  transient  accident  of  dress,  and  not  always  that, 
that  indicates,  either  their  origin  or  prospects.  And  each  one  feels,  that  it  is 
merit,  alone,  that  makes  the  man  and  the  boy.  They  stand  side  by  side,  on  the 
highest  level,  upon  which  men  can  meet  together,— the  level  of  a  common 
humanity.  Such  a  sight,  if  true  patriotism  were  as  much  in  vogue  as  it  is 
daily  said  to  be,  would  be  more  cheering  to  a  republican  citizen,  than  even 
the  triumph  of  his  party,  it  may  be  already  seen  to  some  extent  in  the  town 
schools,  either  the  cause  or  effect,  as  you  may  please  to  say,  of  the  somewhat 
improved  condition  of  those  schools  and  schoolhouses. 

Now  we  would  see  this  result  more  fully  attained,  and  have  but  one  set  v)f 
schools  for  all,  and  those  of  a  higher  order  of  excellence  than  any,  public  or 
private,  now  existing.  We  would  have  the  benefit  perfectly  reciprocal,  and 
equally  great  to  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  and  all  grades  between.  Not  that 
we  would  wage  any  war  against  private  teachera    We  are  greatly  indebted  to 
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them  for  the  impulse  they  have  given  to  the  cause  of  education  amongst  us,  and 
for  the  improvements  which  they  have  suggested  and  Verified.  We  owe  them 
honor  and  thanks.  We  would  not  drive  them  from  their  profession  if  we  could. 
We  would  simply  enter  into  a  generous  and  public-spirited  competition  with, 
them,  to  see  which  shall  render  best  service  to  the  world  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tioD,  which,  we  doubt  not,  is  as  dear  to  them  as  to  us ;  believing,  that,  if  we  can 
out-do  them  by  our  improvements,  not  their  deterioration,  the  public  and  all 
concerned  will  be  gainers  by  our  success. 

We  would  be  able  to  say,  to  the  most  skilful  and  deserving  of  the  private 
teachers,  *^  Come  and  work  for  us.  We  are  not  willing  that  ten  or  twenty  pros- 
perous citizens  should  monopolize  you.  The  pubRc  want  your  services.  We 
have  the  best  claim,  and  can  pay  you  best.  Come,  and  bring  your  select  pupils 
along  with  you,  and  the  change  will  be  good  for  them,  and  you,  and  us." 

But  if  this  idea  should  be  carried  out,  and  our  Common  Schools  should  con- 
tinue to  increase  as  thev  have  done,  will  not  the  support  of  them  be  very  bur- 
densome to  the  people  ?  The  expense  will  be  increased,  but  not  the  burden ; 
that  would  be  greatly  diminished.  According  to  last  yeai^s  return,  the  number 
of  pupils  in  Private  Schools,  in  this  town,  was  480,  and  the  aggregate  sum  juiid 
for  their  tuition  was  $13,SM5;  so  that  if  we  balance  those,  who  come  here  from 
other  tovifns  to  be  taught^  against  those  who  are  sent  out  of  town  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  add  the  above  sum  to  that  which  the  town  raises  for  the  support 
of  its  schools,  we  have  an  aggregate  of  more  than  $20,000  paid  for  the^instruc- 
tion  of  youth  in  our  town.  Now  we  undertake  to  say,  that,  if  all  the  Private 
Schools  were  disbanded,  and  two  thirds,  or  perhaps  even  one  half,  of  that 
$20,000  were  raised  by  the  town,  and  entrusted  to  a  vigorous  and  prudent 
school  committee,  that  committee  would  provide,  for  all  the  children  in  town, 
better  instruction,  and  better  for  all,  than  is  to  be  obtained  in  Private  Schools, 
in  this  or  any  other  town.  Other  things  being  equal.  Public  Schools,  as  pMic^ 
are  always  better  than  private  ones,  and  more  progress  is  mad»in  them.  There 
18  not  a  private  teacher  in  Boston,  who  can  nt  a  boy  for  college  so  soon  or  so 
well  as  that  same  boy  would  be  fitted  in  the  Public  Latin  School.  If,  then,  we 
will  do  our  duty  by  our  Public  Schools,  we  shall  not  only  lessen  the  expense  of 
education  amongst  us,  but  we  shall  make  it  better  than  is  now  to  be  obtained 
at  any  cost, — ^intellectually,  morally,  socially  and  politically  better. 

We  would  have  this  end  kept  steadily  in  view  by  the  town  and  future  com- 
mittees. Let  this  be  the  fixed  determination  of  the  town,  viz.,  our  Common 
Schools  shall  be  the  best  schools,  and  our  committees  shall  be  enabled  and  re- 
quired to  make  them  so. 

By  what  means  shall  we  gradually  approach  this  end  ?  for  we  neither  prom- 
ise nor  expect  any  sudden  and  brilliant  revolution. 

We  shall  not,  in  this  report,  enter  into  any  minute  account  of  the  internal 
state  of  our  schools,  separately  or  collectively.  If  asked  whether  we  are  satis- 
fied with  them,  we  answer,  no, — not  satisfied,  of  course ;  but  we  are  encour- 
aged. They  have  not  yet  attained  to  the  highest  degree  of  excellence ;  but  in 
many  of  them  there  is  that  spirit  of  enterprise,  fidelity  and  improvement, — that 
beginning  and  earnest  of  good  things,  which  excites  the  hope  of  better  and  yet 
better  things  to  come.  We  believe  that  Roxbury  is  no  longer  to  be  quoted, 
abroad  or  at  home,  for  the  low  state  of  her  schools.  We  do  not  fear  a  compari- 
son with  other  towns.  But  we  must  not  stop  where  we  are.  To  stand  still, 
while  the  rest  of  the  world  is  moving  forward,  is  equivalent  to  a  retrograde 
motion. 

Our  schools  are  yet  to  be  improved  indefinitely.    And  how  ? 

In  the  first  place,  ail  schoolhouses,  to  be  built  or  rebuilt,  must  be  studiously 
and  scientifically  constructed,  with  a  view  to  the  health,  comfort  and  cleanli- 
ness of  their  occupants. 

In  the  second  place,  the  town  must  be  liberal  in  its  grants  for  the  support  of 
schools.  We  will  not  dwell  upon  this  point,  for  our  citizens  need  not  be  in- 
sulted with  argument,  or  urging,  to  induce  them  to  give  as  much  money  for 
this  object  as  can  be  profitably  expended  for  it.  This  town,  we  are  proud  to 
say  it,  has  never  yet  been  found  wanting,  or  backward,  when  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation has  been  pleaded  in  its  assemblies.  Opposition  does  but  serve  to  show 
the  overwhelming  weight  of  popular  sentiment  in  its  favor ;  and  the  oppoaer 
finds  himself  almost  alone,  solitary  and  conspicuous.    •    *    * 
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The  town  tmnta^  above  ali  thiols,  canpetflDt»  fekhM  and  eDewgetie 
teecL  The  present  committee,  we  think  we  may  say,  have  beea  ae  attentive  aBd 
laborious  as  any  preceding  board  ever  was;  but  we  know  very  well,  though 
others  may  not  accuse  us,  bow  iar  we  have  come  short  of  what  it  is  poasiUe 
for  a  committee  to  do,  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools.  It  is  by  no  naeana 
requisite  that  all  the  members  of  so  large  a  committee  should  be  highly  edu- 
cated men ;  but  it  is  very  deeirable  that  they  should  all  interest  themaelveB, 
deeply,  in  the  subject  of  education, — that  they  all,  or  a  large  poition  ei'  them, 
should  be  men  to  study  the  improvemema  of  the  day,  and  know  how,  and  how 
ftr^  to  introduce  them.  They  should  have  sympathy  with  the  teachers  in  their 
labors  and  trials,  which  are  many  and  gieat,  and  be  charitable  and  indulgent 
towards  them ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  should  know  how  much  to  expect 
and  require  of  them.  They  should  have  clear  and  high  conceptions  of  wbat  a 
school  should  do  for  its  members.  They  should  know  how  to  appreciate  and 
encourage  a  competent  and  useful  teacher,  and  how  to  stimulate  or  displace  a 
sluggish  or  incompetent  one.  They  are  to  infuse  spirit  where  it  is  wanting, 
and  be  able  and  prompt  to  teach  the  teacher,  and  to  suggest  new  modes  and 
devices  for  the  attainment  of  new  excellence  and  the  correction  of  old  deficien- 
cies. They  must  not  allow  themselves,  or  the  teachers,,  or  the  town,  (if  they 
can  help  it,)  to  be  satisfied  with  a  low  standard,  or  a  stationary  condition ;  but 
feel  that  the  order  of  the  day,  for  schools  and  all  concerned  in  them,  is  pro- 
gress, and  that  without  end  or  limit  For  all  this  there  must  be  zeid  and 
knowledge,  time,  patience  and  persevemnce. 

In  these  remarks  the  committee  are  far  enough  from  drawing  their  own  pof- 
traits,  but  are  rather  putting  themselves  to  shame,  in  order  to  show  what  they 
could  wish  their  successors  to  be,  or  to  make  themselves,  or  approach  nearer 
than  we  have  done. 

The  committee  should  be  ind^pemknt  within  th^  sphere  and  jurisdiction. 
They  should  feel  independent,  and  public  sentiment  should  make  them  so,  and 
bear  them  out  in  it  That  is,  for  instance,  when  they  think  it  would  be  any 
advantage  to  a  town  school  to  make  a  change  of  teachers,  there  sboukl  be  Both« 
ing  to  hinder  them,  or  make  them  afraid,  or  render  it  an  odious  thing,  to  do  it. 
Every  principle  of  public  good,  official  duty,  and  justice  to  the  young  requires!, 
that  such  changes  should  be  made  freely  and  independently,  the  moment  it  ia^ 
for  any  reason,  deemed  expedient  It  ought  to  be  pei'fecdy  understood,  that  no 
teacher  has  the  sliffhtest  claim  to  his  place,  (reasonable  notice  being  given,)  for 
a  day  longer  than  Uie  committee  think  it,  on  all  accounts,  best  It  should  never 
be  considered  the  slightest  injustice  or  hardship,  for  a  teacher  to  be  discharged, 
however  lon^  or  short  his  term  of  service  may  have  been.  A  teacher  may  be  a 
very  meritonous  person  and  highly  qualified  for  some  situations  in  the  profes- 
sion, and  yet  be,  m  some  resects,  unsuitable  for  the  precise  position  which  he 
or  she  may  happen  to  occupy  in  our  service,  so  that  his  or  her  dismissal  may 
be  highly  expedient,  and  yet  not  be  any  disparagement  of  that  teacher's  genend 
qualifications.  Such  dismissal  should  not  be  regarded  as  any  deprivation  of 
rights,  or  impeachment  of  character  or  competency.  It  is  not  necessary,  in 
order  to  efiect  a  change,  that  a  teacher  should  be  put  on  trial  and  proved  in- 
competent, or  that  he  be  even  charged  with  incompetency.  It  is  enough  if  the 
committee  think  they  can,  in  any  respect,  do  better  in  the  particular  circum- 
stances, for  the  particular  school.  Then  we  are  boumi  to  do  it  And  we  would 
have  this  to  be  the  understanding  between  the  committees,  the  teachers  in  their 
employ,  and  the  town.  When  any  change  is  made  in  teachers,  in  a  town 
school,  it  is  not  well  that  their  friends  or  neighbors,  or  the  cidzens  generally, 
should  cry  out  as  if  a  wrong,  instead  of  a  duty,  were  done.  There  should  be  no 
iHiirmur,  that  an  old  and  faithful  servant,  or  a  new  and  promising  one,  is  un- 
kindly treated,  and  deprived  of  his  or  lier  living,  and  turned  adrift  upon  the 
world.  We  sympathize  with  the  poor  and  dependant  in  any  situation,  but  we 
must  never  let  a  town  school,  above  all  things,  become  a  pauper  establishment, 
and  sacrifice  the  highest  interests  of  fifly  children  to  a  motive  of  chanty  to  an 
individual,  however  deserving.  There  are  other  modes  of  charity,  both  private 
and  public,  far  cheafier  and  more  suitable. 

We  do  not  make  these  remarks  with  reference  to  any  specific  things  that  we 
have  done,  or  any  specific  things  that  we  wouki  recommend  to  our  suecesson 
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ia.4ii^  BMliii»W]aklo«tBenftT0vyunito«iMHpriiidp^  faiMve  ilflilljriHi* 
derstood,  for  who  knows  but  a  time  may  come  wWn  it  «lio»]4  be  acted  upon. 

The  committees  need  encouragement  from  the  citizens,  to  make  them  act  up 
to  tbis  principle.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a  committee,  in  any  case  of  change, 
should  make  a  mistake,  and  act  rashly,  or  from  improper  motives,  fiut,  in  gen- 
eral, the  dangmi  aU  He  the  other  way.  The  semfancss  of*  a  committee-man 
will  incline  him  to  keep  the  peace,  to  acquiesce  in  any  tolerable  state  of  things, 
to  let  things  go  on  quietly,  howerer  poorly,  as  they  are,  and  shun  the  responsi- 
bility, the  censure  and  the  storm,  which  a  free  and  conscientious  discharge  of 
his  duty  might  bring  upon  him.  Therefore,  all  the  influence  of  public  senti- 
ment, as  to  the  tenure  of  the  teaeher'a  office,  and  the  rights  and  duties  of  com- 
mittee men,  should  go  to  make  the  performance  of  that  duty  both  easy  and 
prudent 

If  the  citizens  (for  it  is  wholly  their  concern,)  wish  to  have  it  so,  let  them  not 
raise,  or  countenance,  or  second  any  clamor  against  any  future  committee,  who 
may  have  the  occasion,  the  fidelity  and  the  courage,  to  perform  this  most  pain- 
fdl  of  all  their  duties,  and  the  one,  therefore,  most  likely  to  be  neglected. 

Choose  thirteen  of  the  best  men  you  can  get  for  a  committee,  and  then  trust 
them,  give  them  your  countenance,  and  stfstain  them,  until  they  resign  from 
vexation  or  fatigue,  pr  you  see  fit  to  elect  others  in  their  places, — and  then  do 
the  same  by  them.    *    •    • 

One  word  to  our  school  teachers.  We  accord  to  them  all  praise  for  their 
good  exertions  in  our  service,  during  the  past  year.  We  would  express  our 
general  satisfaction.  As  a  body  we  respect  them  highly,  believing  them  emi- 
nently useful,  and  worthy  of  high  consideration  in  the  community.  We  think 
they  have  filled  their  places,  at  least  as  well  as  we  have  ours.  And  we  will 
speak  of  their  duties  as  plainly  as  we  have  of  our  own.  They  must  keep  up 
with  the  age.  They  must  not  be  stationary,  nor  let  their  schools  be  so.  They 
must  improve  themselves,  or  they  will  not  improve  their  schools.  They  must 
not  become  obsolete.  They  must  constantly  rise,  or  they  will  sink.  They 
must  be  growing  brighter,  or  they  will  become  rusty.  They  must  not  think 
that  the  system,  or  state  of  things  which  was  good  and  satisfactory,  ten,  ^ve,  or 
two  years  ago,  will  answer  in  years  to  come.  They  must  keep  the  minds  of 
their  pupils  alive  and  alert,  and  fill  them. 

As  to  government,  we  think  best  of  that  teacher  who  can  maintain  perfect 
subordination  and  order,  with  the  least  punishment,  the  fewest  appeals  to  the 
lower  moliftts ;  who  can  govern  by  an  innate  spirit  and  bearing  of  authority, 
and  a  steady,  mild  and  parental,  but  not  a  lax  influence.  Teachers  must  culti- 
vate patience  and  self-coatrol,  for  their  calling  severely  tries  the  temper,  and 
there  is  always  danger  that  their  voices  will  become  harsh  and  petulant,  and 
their  faces  stem  and  sour,  and  their  manners  hard  and  ungracious.  This  is  a 
great  pity,  and  a  great  disqualification.  Teachers  should  be  strictly  punctual  in 
ttmr  own  observance  of  school  hours,  as  an  important  means  of  making  their 
pupils  so.  Teachers  should  take  care  not  to  undo  all  their  efiS)rts  to  teach 
grammar,  by  the  bad  example  of  using  false  grammar  themselves,  in  their  inter- 
course with  the  children.  They  should  watch  over  their  own  manners  and 
modes  of  address,  as  well  as  those  of  the  children,  for  example's  sake,  and  con- 
sider that  we  expect  all  our  children  to  become  gentlemanly  and  lady-like,  as 
far  as  school  influence  can  make  them  so.  It  is  vastly  more  important  what 
tbey  say  and  do,  and  in  what  wav  they  say  and  do  it,  in  the  presence  of  chil- 
dren, than  in  that  of  grown  people.  It  is  necessary  that  teachers  be  persons  of 
the  highest  moral  principles,  and  strictly  exemplary  life  and  conversation.  We 
expect  them  to  exercise  a  strong  and  steady  moral  influence  over  their  pupils. 
We  do  not  want  preaching  in  our  schools,  much  less  sectarianism  or  cant,  but 
we  would  have  teachers  Ireep  a  steady  eye  to  the  quiet  inculcation,  by  precept 
and  example,  of  strict  truth  and  honesty,  industry  and  punctuality,  kindness  and 
civility,  a  clean  tongue,  and  respectful  demeanor,  and^  reverent  words  and 
thoughts  on  all  subjects  that  mankind  deem  sacred.  The  acquisition  of  knowl- 
edge and  mental  development  are  the  great  business  of  a  school,  to  which  the 
time  and  labor  are  to  be  devoted,  and  yet,  without  interfering  with  this,  vre 
would  have  the  impression  distinctly  prevail,  with  teachers  and  taught; — a  si- 
lenl  but  pswtfful  under^ouirent,— the  mipression  that  after  idl^  mere  intellectnal 
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•oeompluhnieiiti  an,  «i  Waher  Scott  'saya  of  them,  *'  but  moonabme  compared 
Yidth  the  education  of  the  heart"    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  OOMMITTEE.—GSO.  Putvam,  Cal»  Pabxbr,  Jr.,  Cbas.  K.  Dillawat. 


ozTAJ?nJKr  i^^^  Population,  1,093.    Valuation,  ^$[227,693  42. 

ibrt^ltUiyj       .      .      .      .        ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  215— In  Winter,  288. 

(3)  Average  attendaoee  in  the  Scbool»->In  Summer,  150— In  Winter,  202. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  431 . — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.— No.  over  16  years  of  a^  who  attend  School,  33. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  36  mths.  7  days  —la  Summer,  19  14 — In  Winter,  16  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  5.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^34  56— To  Females,  |)  14  28. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^11  20— Of  Females,  f  6  28. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^23  36— Of  Females,  $B  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  520. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .^-Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    «— Aggregate  of  months  kept,    ^ — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  {2,710  00.— Income  from  same,  {162  60. 

Books  V8ZD.~~ Spelling — Webster's.  Reading — American  First  Class  Book,  National 
Reader,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  Boston  Reading  Lessons,  Worcester's  1st  and  Sd 
Parts.  (Trammar— Fisk's  and  Smith's.  Gcogr^qsA^— Woocibridge's,01ney's,  Parley's.  Arith- 
iMc^u^-Colburn's,  Smith's  and  Emerson's. 

Remarks* — ^The  wages  of  males  may  be  a  fraction  too  much,  as,  in  one 
school,  the  wages  of  a  femaJe  assistant  seem  to  be  included  with  those  of  the 
male  teacher ;  but  there  is  no  means  of  separating  them. 

'*  In  addition  to  the  permanent  fond,  the  town's  proportion  of  the  Surplus 
Revenue,  amounting  to  $2,186  73,  ingome  $131 20,  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that 
the  character  of  the  schools,  for  the  year  past,  has  generally  been  good.  *  * 
Yoiur  committee  also  feel  it  a  duty,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  rights  and  duties 
of  teachers.  They  have  responsibilities  equalled  by  those  of  no  other  profes- 
non.  To  them  you  send  immortal  minds  to  be  disciplined  and  guided  aright. 
You  expect  knowledge  to  be  imparted  and  obtained,  well  knowing,  that  without 
a  disposition  to  receive,  on  the  part  of  the  child,  vain  will  be  the  exertion  of  a 
teacher  to  impart  The  stupid  mind  must  be  aroused,  and  the  more  active,  at 
times,  needs  some  wholesome  stimulus.  Go  then,  yourselves,  often  to  the 
school-room,  converse  with  the  teacher,  tell  him  of  the  dispositions  and  charac- 
ters of  his  scholars,  and  especially  of  your  oiDn  children,  that  he  may  be  the  bet- 
ter able  to  control  their  conduct,  and  to  regulate  their  studies  to  the  best  possi- 
ble advantage.  And  then,  at  home,  if  you  would  expect  your  children  to  be 
interested  in  their  studies,  show  your  own  interest  for  them,  by  conversing  with 
them  about  those  studies,  and  making  them  feel  that  at  the  close  of  each  day, 
they  must  be  conscious  that  they  have  acquired  additional  knowledge. 

While  visiting  the  several  schools,  your  committee  have  been  witnesses  of 
the  great  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor,  from  the  use  of  such  a  variety  of 
class  books.  Three  or  four  different  arithmetics  are  not  uncommon  in  some  of 
them,  and  yet  we  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  make  any  alterations; 
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fflnoe  had  we  done  bo,  and  retained  any  one  of  them  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
rest,  our  successors,  in  the  exercise  of  their  office,  might  overturn  again,  and 
the  efieet  on  the  people  might  be  any  thing  but  contentment  and  peace.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  difficulty  ought  to  be  remedied  and  mi^ht  be  easily  done,  if  your 
committee  were  chosen  for  a  term  of  years,  say  five,  mstead  of  one,  but  we  see 
not  how,  in  any  other  way.  And  here  we  would  verylrespectfully  inquire,  if 
our  legislators  do  not  suppose  that  men  of  sufficient  ability  and  honesty,  can  1^ 
found  in  every  town,  to  whom  the  business  could  be  intrusted  for  this. period 
of  time  ?    *    *    • 

SCI^OOL  COMMITTEE.— MjkCB  Hixsoii,  Bsjij.  Rhoades,  Thomas  Shkpard,  Asa- 
HXL  8.  Drakx,  Abu  ah  Tisdale. 


^TOUGHTON  i  (1)  Population,  1,998.    Valuation, ;j?277,146 91. 

'       *       *        C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 
(8)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,— In  Summer,  460— In  Winter,  524. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  348 — ^In  Winter,  397. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  546.— 'No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  46.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  35. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  51  mths.  23  days.— In  Summer,  31  7— In  Winter,  20  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M  8— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $Z%  29 — ^To  Females,  5 13  90. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $^  00— Of  Females,  $6  36. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  5^3  29 — Of  Females,  $%  54. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^ 

{12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  . — ^Average  number  of 
Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^        • 

(IS)  No.  of  uniiicorpoi'iUed  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  22J. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  36.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^349. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  u8EO.—S|ptftftng— National  and  Introduction.  Reading — ^Worcester's  Ist,  2d  and  3d 
Books,  £merM>n'8  1st,  2d  and  3d  Class  Readers.  Grammar — Murray's.  GeM^rapk^—Olney'a 
and  Parley's.  An7Am«/ic— Emerson's  2d  and  3d  Paris,  GMeoteaf^  and  Colbum's.  All  othm 
Numerous,  but  are  getting  less,  yearly." 


Remark— The  interest— amoimtiog  to  $204  09--^>f  the  Surplus  Revenue,  is 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  schools. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Those  scholars,  who  have  attended  most 
regularly,  and  have  been  most  orderly  in  their  conduct,  both  in  the  summer 
and  v?]nter  schools,  are  far  in  advance,  as  regards  intellectual  and  moral  cul- 
ture, of  those,  whose  manner  of  attendance  has  been  irregular,  and  whose  dis- 
orderly  behavior  has  been  the  annoyance  of  both  teacher  and  scholars.  *  *  • 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  from  observation,  that  there  is  a  prevail- 
ing opinion,  and  one  gaining  ground  too,  among  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants, 
which  is  subversive  of  the  principles  of  Common  School  education ;  and,  if  not 
checked,  will  soon  prove  the  ruin  of  our  Common  School  system  entirely ;  we 
mean,  that  false  notion,  that  many  instil  into  the  minds  of  scholars,  that  a 
teacher  has  no  right  to  inflict  corporal  punishment,  to  enforce  obedience,  or  to 
turn  a  refractory  scholar  out  of  school.  In  this,  your  committee  do  not  assume 
the  title  of  judges;  but,  when  a  scholar  is  sent  to  school,  under  these  impres- 
sions, received  from  older  persons,  of  whatever  character  they  may  be,  he  will 
assume  the  position,  that  the  teacher  has  no  right  to  govern  at  all.  Hence,  the 
master,  or  rather  teacher,  is  insulted ;  his  laws  nullified ;  and  disorder  and 
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MBfimloii  «iiiM$--aiidt  if  tlw  leiohar  mttemiMi  to  Iw  idmImv  k»  ii  dwiftminrtrt 
A  tyrant,  and  a  oruei  monstar  1  This  <A|>nee  of  pamiti)  and  tha  iasEifMioa  af 
idtoi  lewd,  iatamf>arate  and  profaDo  pcnBoni^  who  hava  nothing  else  to  do,  or 
do  not  belong  to  the  schooli  although  tbair  nanber  ba  sinall^  Vary  somII,  have 
nigh,  if  not  altogethari  proved  tha  rain  of  OMUiy  a  sehooi  fbr  years ;  whereas^ 
on  the  eontrary.  should  parents  hold  up  tlia  idea  to  their  ohildreiH  and  carry  it 
out,  that,  if  he,  (the  seholar,)  shoukl.  Im  punialiad  M  achool  for  disorderljr  con* 
doet,  he  should  raoaive  the  aame  amoont  of  punishment,  or  more,  at  homa^  ibr 
the  same  offence,  there  would  be  a  vastly  less  amount  of  punishment  in  school ; 
and  the  school  would  be  governed  fifty  per  cent,  easier,  and  the  improvements 
wotdd  be  one  hundred  per  cent  greater.  This  your  committee  call  a  moderate 
calculation. 

The  law  provides  that  the  several  school  districts,  in  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  have  power  to  raise  money  to  purchase  school  libraries  and  school  appara- 
tus, for  the  use  of  the  schools  It  is  a  subject,  that  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
many  schools ;  but  the  propriety  or  utility  of  having  a  library  in  a  district  school, 
and  owned  by  the  district  is  very  much  doubted  by  your  committee ;  proridedl, 
that  the  scholars  have  access  to  it,  while  pursuing  their  studies  in  school,  or 
during  the  school  term.  Your  committee  think  the  better  way  ^ould  be,  for 
every  parent,  master  or  guardian,  who  purchases  a  pair  of  skates,  or  a  coasting 
sled,  for  his  boy's  amusement  aud  recreation ;  or  for  those  who  hire  their  little 
darling  daughter  to  go  to  school  with  a  stick  of  candy,  to  make  her  go  under 
a  sense  of  duty,  and  to  take  the  same  amount  of  money  and  purchase  books, 
one  at  a  time,  so  often  as  they  are  read  through  and  understood,  thus  obtaining 
a  lilHrary,  according  to  the  advancement  and  taste  of  tlie  child.  The  library 
being  the  child's,  he  would  respect  it,  and  take  ffood  care  of  it.    *    *    * 

Your  committse  would  suggest  to  the  school  agents,  the  propriety  of 
encaging  and  contracting  with  their  teachers  by  the  week  or  by  the  month 
only,  and  to  contract  anew,  at  the  expiration  of  the  week  or  month,  (as  the  case 
may  be.)  A  teacher  would  then  be  dismissed,  if  he  proved  insufficient  in  gov- 
ernment, or  in  any  other  qualification.  The  law  provides  no  judicious  way  to 
dismiss  an  incompetent  teacher,  after  be  has  once  obtained  his  certificate  of 
approval  of  the  town's  committee.  We  must  await  the  expiration  of  his  con- 
tract.   •    *    • 

We  hope,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  their  seeming  penury,  and  the 
continual  cry  of  hard  times,"  will  not  forget^  or  neglect,  to  appropriate  a  hand- 
some sum  for  the  support  of  our  Common  Schools  the  ensuing  year.    *    *    « 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Ansel  Capev,  Israel  Goild,  Isaac  Swan. 


TXTk  T  pCkT  p  5  (^)  Population,  l;d92.    Valaation,  5296,?39i  16. 

'        *      *       *         V       Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  309— In  Winter,  341. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  240 — In  Winter,  274. 

(4)  No.  of  person*  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  392.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  32.— No.  oyer  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  14. 
(d)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  37  mths.  9  days  —In  Summer,  19  16— In  Winter,  17 11. 

(6)  No.  oi  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— r^o.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  530  60— To  Females,  510  69. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  59  40— Of  Females,  56  49. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  521  23— Of  Females,  59  20. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eoniributed  for  Publie  Schools,  5 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .--Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4ik — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  104.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  535  27. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Foods,  5  ,— Ineome  firom  same,  $ 
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Booms  V9Mti,y^Siieil»ig^Hi^maA,    Am^hv— Woreester'8  Primer  and  8d  P»n,  Ypaag 

Reader,  National  Reader  and  Introduction,  Uhelorical  Reader.  Graminar-^X\get^s  Murray's, 
Geo^raphu — Parley's  and  Worcester's.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  Three  Parts.  All  others-—' 
Parker's  Exercises,  Bascom's  Writing"  Book,  Goodrich's  Books  of  History,  Book  of  Commerce, 
Worcester's  Dictionarj-^ 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  It  appears,  from  the  above  report,  that 
good  moral  character  and  the  requisite  literary  attainments,  are  not  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  a  successful  teacher.  In  addition  to  these,  capacity  to  gov- 
ern and  aptness  to  teach,  are  indispensable ;  and  we  have  generally  found,  that 
when  our  teachers  have  failed,  it  has  been  for  want  of  these  last  named  qualifi- 
cations. It  is,  therefore,  desirable,  that  due  regard  should  be  had  to  these  in 
selecting  teachers.  .  True,  it  cannot  be  ascertained,  before  trial,  how  one  will 
succeed  in  respect  to  them ;  but  individuals  may  be  employed  who,  in  point  of 
age  and  personal  appearance,  are  likely  to  command  respect 
^  Your  committee  tnink  it  desirable  that  parents  should  feel  greater  interest  in 
visiting  the  schools,  during  the  term,  as  well  as  at  the  close.  If  a  good  teacher 
has  been  obtained,  an  occasional  visit  from  parents  would  be  both  encouraging 
to  him  and  gratifying  to  them.  Or,  if  the  schools  are  not  prospering,  they 
would,  by  visiting  them,  be  better  able  to  ascertain  where  the  fault  is,  and  know 
better  what  measures  to  adopt.  If  a  teacher  has  been  employed,  who  is  essen- 
tially deficient  in  some  point  that  could  not  be  detected  merely  by  examina- 
tion, the  fitct  should  be  known  and  a  remedy  applied,  so  as  to  prevent  a  waste 
of  money  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  of  time  on  the  part  of  their  children. 
And  who  should  feel  a  deep  add  lively  interest  on  this  subject,  if  not  parents  ? 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— AsAHEL  Bigelow,  Palmer  Moret. 


"WJ^  VMn  TJ T^rr  J  ''  ^  Population,  8,387.    Vaiaation,  5612/)88  05. 

YVri  XIUKJU  Xa^       .      .         J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  847— In  Winter,  906. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  492 — In  Winter,  643. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  apd  16  years  or  age  in  the  town,  1,009. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  66. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  54. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  98  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  64  7— In  Winter,  34. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  8^F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $96  29— To  Females,  j[14  77. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^10  60— Of  Females,  gS  95. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  525  69 — Of  Females,  gS  82. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^2,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  g 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,   .—Average  namber  of 

Scholars,     .--Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8.-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  45^^. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  172.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ;g[562  02. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^3,000  00. — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — iS|pe//tn^g>— Emerson^s  National.  Readings — ^Young  Reader,  Introduction  to 
National  Reader,  National  Reader,  First  Class  Book,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Testament. 
Grammar — Alger's  Murray's,  Smith's.  Geographu — Hall's  and  OIney's  and  Atlas.  Arithme- 
tic— Emerson's,  Colburn's  First  Lessons,  Smith's,  Temple's,  Adams',  Colburn's  Sequel  and  Al- 
gebra. All  others^-'MlMr'a  Rhetoric,  Blake's  Philosopny,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Goodrich's  His- 
tory, Blake's  Astronomy. 

Reuabk. — The  fund  belongs  to  one  district ;  it  is  not  yet  available. 
47 
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SsuBCTiONS  F»OM  Repokt.  *  *  It  should  be  uodentood,  that  a  ceronMni 
education  staods  in  the  relation  of  means  to  an  end,  and  to  a  very  iroportaat 
and,  as  connected  with  the  prosperity  and  happiness,  the  character  and  useful- 
nesB,  of  individuals  in  future  life.  Ihe  committee  deem  this  point  of  sufficient 
importance  to  claim  the  special  attention  of  parents  and  guardians.  It  is  better 
that  our  children  be  sent  into  the  world  penniless,  having  their  minds  well  dis- 
ciplined, and  stored  with  useful  knowledge,  than  to  come  into  possession  <^ 
large  estates,  without  a  sufficient  education  to  transact  the  ordinary  business  of 
life.  The  object  of  our  Public  Schools  will  not  be  fully  accomplished,  unless 
every  individual  who  may  have  access  to  them  qualifies  himself,  before  leaving 
the  same,  to  be  active  and  useful,  in  any  station  to  which  he  may  be  hereafter 
called.  It  is  no  one's  prerogative  to  decide,  when  he  is  young,  that  his  services 
will  not  be  needed  in  public  life,  when  he  shall  have  come  to  years  of  maturity. 
And  these  suggestions,  in  their  proper  spirit,  are  of  equal  application  to  both 
■exes. 

That  the  greatest  possible  benefit  may  be  derived  from  the  Public  Schools, 
it  seems  desirable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  children  under  four 
Years  of  ase,  should  not  be  sent  to  school ;  and  that  none  should  take  a  final 
leave,  until  they  have  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  branches  of  a 
common  education.  If  children  under  tour  years  of  age,  are  sent  to  school  in 
order  to  give  temporary  relief  to  parents,  it  should  be  remembered  that  no 
teacher,  male  or  female,  is  authorized  by  the  *< statute  book"  to  convert  his  ap- 

gropriate  vocation  into  that  of  a  nurse.  But  if  such  children  (sixty  six  of  whom 
ave  been  in  our  schools  the  last  year,)  are  required  to  attend  school,  that  their 
minds  may  be  tasked  with  the  discipline  of  study,  it  should  be  understood  that 
this  is  generally  injurious  to  the  child's  mental  and  physical  frame.  In  the 
opinion  of  all  who  have  looked  into  this  subject  with  much  attention,  no  child 
under  four  years  of  age  should  be  confined  to  a  school-room,  or  be  req^uired  to 
discipline  his  mind  in  studying  hooks.  In  the  opinion  of  some, — which  opin- 
ion has  been  expressed  by  President  Humphrey,— 4i  later  period  is  more  favor- 
able, in  ordinary  circumstances,  to  begin  to  instruct  a  child  in  the  rudiments  of 
education.  But  if  such  a  course  as  the  last  named  should  he  adopted,  it  would 
be  important  that  scholars  should  continue  to  attend  school  longer  tlmh  is  now 
customary  in  this  town.  And  it  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the  case  now  is,  that  ao 
few  scholars  above  the  age  of  Jifteen  or  sixUen  are  to  be  seen  in  any  of  tht 
schools.    *    *    * 

In  this  connection,  it  may  be  added,  that  those  schools  usually  appear  to  the 
best  advantage,  which  are  most  frequently  visited  by  parents  and  friends  at  the 
examinations,  and  on  other  occasions.  The  reason  is  obvious,  without  com- 
ment 

It  would  be  laborious,  and  may  not  be  necessary,  to  specify  all  the  deficien- 
cies which  appear  to  exist  in  many  of  the  schools.  The  most  prominent  de- 
fects are  noticed  in  the  departments  of  reading  and  spelling,  grammar  and  pen- 
manship. It  is  believed  that  these  defects  may  be  traced  chiefly,  although  not 
entirely,  to  a  frequent  deficiency  in  the  qualification  of  teachers.  The  commit- 
tee feel  constrained  to  repeat,  what  was  suggested  in  the  report  of  last  year, 
that  it  is  only  by  special  pains  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  that  those  who  are 
well  qualified,  can  be  expected  in  all  the  schoola  It  is  of  the  first  importance, 
before  the  contract  is  made  with  a  teacher,  that  satisfactory  answers  be  obtained 
to  questions  like  the  following : 

The  first  question  relates  to  the  age  of  the  teacher,  when  obtained  to  instruct 
a  winter  schooL  If  he  has  not  seen  more  than  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  he 
cannot  be  expected  ordinarily  to  be  a  noan  of  much  experience. 

The  second  question — ^Is  he  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  branches  which 
he  vrill  be  expected  to  teach  ?  It  is  not  sufficient  that  he  has  taught  school  sev- 
eral seasons,  or  that  he  thinks  he  shall  be  able  to  keep  in  advance  of  hisjschol- 
ars,  by  a  little  study.  The  only  proper  question  remains  to  be  answered,-— Is 
he  already  prepared,  and  thoroughly  prepared,  for  his  business  as  a  teacher? 
If  not,  he  should  be  infbnned  that  not  the  cheapest,  but  the  best  qualified,  teach- 
ers who  will  be  well  paid  for  their  services,  are  desired  and  expected  in  Wey- 
mouth. 

The  third  question— Has  he  the  nakmd  qualifications  bf  a  skilful  and  saoeess- 
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fill  teoeher  ?  Does  he  delight  in  the  employment  ?  Or  doei  he  teach  mwely 
for  the  sake  of  doinj^  something,  and  being  well  paid  for  his  time  ? 

The  fourth  ({ueation— ^Is  he  a  man  of  ffoo<i  common  sense,  sound  judgment, 
patient  disposition,  deciaion  and  energy  f-^1  which  are  essential  in  teaching 
and  governing  a  school  with  success. 

And  laat,  but  not  least  in  importance,— Is  he  a  man  of  good  moral  character, 
whose  example  may  be  safely  imitated  by  our  children  ? 

These  are  some  of  the  many  questions^  which  should  be  answered  to  the  sat- 
iafiiction  of  those  who  contract  with  teachers.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— AppLBToir  Hows,  Joshua  Embrt,  Jr.,  Walks  Lewis, 

LtKMUBL  HUMPBRBT,  NOAH  TORRKT. 


WRENTHAM         .  \^^^ Population, 2,817.    Valuation, JfiOl ,899 60. 

'        *      *         ?       Number  of  Public  Schools,  18. 

(2)  No.  or  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools^-In  Summer,  680^-In  Winter,  76  L 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  415 — In  Winter,  607. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  767.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40.-*No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  72. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  89  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  46  14— In  Winter,  43  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^-M.  — F.  16.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  1^— F.  d. 

(7)  Average  wagSs  paid  per  month,  including  board->To  Males,  $^  23— To  Females,  512  47. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  gl  31— Of  Females,  %b  64. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\1 92— Of  Females,  ^6  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^  1,500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10^.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  35.- Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $b60, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  j|^7,699  46.— Income  from  same,  £461  98. 

IVxiRS  USED. — SpdHne^-'^evf  National.  /Sea</>i^gfi— Worcester's  Series  of  Reading  Books 
and  National  Reader,  ^ramnuir— Smith's.  Cr«0grap/^y— ^Smith's.  u4ritAmeli^— Emerson's. 
AU  oihera^^Fo§tet*s  System  of  Penmanship. 

RxMARKS. — ^From  two  schools  ^no  returns"  received. 
^Some  schools  have  heen  prolonged  by  individual  subscription,  but  no  re- 
toms  have  been  made  respecting  them." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  some  of  the  districts  are  not  furnished  with  black-boards.  As 
this  is  an  article  of  but  little  expense,  and  so  needful  for  the  benefit  of  the 
schools,  we  would  strongly  recommend  that  the  unsupplied  schools  should  be 
furnished  with  them  before  the  commencement  of  the  summer  term.  We  are 
persuaded,  that  the  cause  and  encouragement  of  learning,  in  those  districts 
which  have  poor,  inconvenient  houses,  require  that  the  present  ones  be  much  im- 
proved, or  new  ones  built  In  order  to  successful  application,  the  scholars 
must,  at  least,  be  comfortable,  and  have  things  convenient  while  in  school. 
The  jiouse  and  desk  should  be  such  as  to  render  their  situation  lightsome  and 
pleasant 

The  committee  have  not  found  such  a  uniformity  of  books,  not  to  say  in  dif- 
ferent schools,  but  in  the  same  school,  as  would  be  desirable,  and  contribute  to 
the  improvement  of  the  school.  The  want  of  a  uniformity  costs  the  teach«r 
and  scholar  too  much  time  and  trouble.  To  remove  the  evil,  the  committee 
would  snmmst,  that  no  new  books  be  purchased  but  such  as  they  have  recom- 
mended.   •    •    • 
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In  some  districts,  we  found  great  delinquency  in  attending  schooL  Some 
Bcholara  were  absent  frequently ;  some  five,  six,  and  even  twelve  we^s,  during 
a  school  of  eighteen  or  twenty  weeks,  and  in  cases  where  the  absence  was  not 
occasioned  by  sickness.  Such  absences  unhappily  affect  both  the  school  and 
the  delinquent  scholar.  We  would  inquire,  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for 
each  district  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  prudential  committee  to  make  effi>rt  to 
have  ail  in  the  district  attend  the  schod,  and  as  statedly  as  practicable.  The 
order  and  improvement  of  the  school  would  be  promoted,  if,  by  some  measures, 
these  ends  could  be  attained.  The  importance  of  education  is  such,  that  no 
opportunities  or  advantages  for  obtaining  it,  should  be  neglected.  Parents 
should  be  willing  to  subject  themselves  to  some  inconvenience,  to  have  their 
children  attend  school  during  the  whole  of  its  continuance. 

The  more  observation  we  have  been  able  to  make  by  vimting  different 
schools,  the  more  are  we  convinced  of  the  importance  of  competent  teachers ; — 
competent,  we  mean,  not  only  as  to  learning,  |i>ut  as  to  aptness  to  teach  and  to 
govern.  The  best  selection  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  make,  should  be 
made,  without  too  much  regarding  the  wages.  A  good  short  school  is  better 
than  a  poor  long  one. 

In  the  opiuiou  of  your  committee,  improvement  in  writing  is  not  so  ^eat  as 
it  ought  to  be,  or  so  great  as  it  might  be,  with  the  same  expense.  Writing,  in 
a  school  where  several  other  branches-  are  taught  at  the  same  time,  is  a  hin- 
drance and  an  embarrassment  to  the  teacher ;  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so  much 
interest  and  attention,  on  the  part  of  the  writers,  as  it  would  be  if  separately 
tauffht  We  should  have  much  better  writers,  if  vmting  were  taught  by  itseli^ 
and  never  carried  into  school,  to  be  attended  to  with  other  branches. 

if  our  large  school  districts  would  take  a  certain  part  of  the  money,  raised  for 
schooling,  and  appropriate  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  children  who  wish  to 
write,  they  would  acquire  a  better  style  of  writing,  and  make  much  better  im- 
provement in  the  art,  than  they  now  do.  The  other  branches  of  iustruction 
could  be  pursued  to  more  advantage,  and  there  would  be  a  greater  gain  both  in 
writing  and  in  those  branches.    *    *    * 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  schools  in  the  town  are  generally  im- 
proving. There  are  more  order,  stillness  and  application,  and  tetter  instruc- 
tion. If  more  interest  were  felt  and  manifested  (>y  parents  for  the  education  of 
their  children,  if  they  would  attend  more  the  schools,  especially  when  visited 
by  your  committee,  there  might  be  still  greater  improvement.  After  all  the 
Government  of  the  State  can  do,  much  must  and  will  depend  on  the  interest 
felt,  and  efibrts  made,  by  parents,  districts  and  the  town.  We  trust,  that  when 
the  education  of  children  and  youth  shall  be  better  understood  and  more  appre- 
ciated, and  become  more  an  object  of  attention,  a  greater  proficiency  and  attain- 
ment will  be  made  in  all  our  schools.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Elista  Fisk,  Lewis  HardihO;  Silas  JP.-Fi8Bra»,^nwis 
£.  Blakx,  Sahoxl  Warsbr,  Jh. 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 


ATTLE BOROUGH,  .  < (i) Pop^««i«-. '^.  VjJ'-'io^ «647,448 oo. 

'        )       Number  of  Public  Schools,  23. 

(2)  No.  of  Sekokn  of  all  «ges  io  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,       -—In  Winter^  BUL 

(3)  Average  attendaoce  in  the  Seheolt— in  Summer,      — fea  dialer,  678. 

(4)  Ne^  of  persons  behnreen  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  lewn,  9S5.— No.  -of  persons  onder  4 

years  of  age  ivho  attend  School,  39.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  63. 

(5)  Aggregate  lengtlT  of  the  Schools,  64  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,        —In  Winter,  64  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.    .^N6.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  15— F.  9. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  iucludiog  board- To  Males,  ^20  71— To  Females,^lS  11. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 35— Of  Females,  $6  55. 

<9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ;^13  36 — Of  Females,  $6  56. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inckuUng  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  9 1,344  31. 
(M)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $75  00. 
(IS)  No.  off  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  14.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  120. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $636, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  lirom  same,  $B0  00. 

BooKfi  USED.— fi^Z/ji^e^Angell's,  Cummings'.  i2«a</»i«r— Angelas,  Pierpont's  and  Emer- 
son's. Grammar— Smith's.  Greo^ranAy— 01ne;^'s,  Peter  Parley's,  Goodrich's.  Ariihmetio^ 
Smith's  and  Emerson's.    All  o(A«r«— blake's  Philosophy,  Goodrich's  History. 

Reicakks. — The  return  includes  winter  schools  only.  It  states  the  ag^gate 
length  of  all  the  schools  to  be  <ido  hundred  andj^-mne  months.  This  is  pre* 
sumed  to  be  an  error  for  so  many  weeks,  and  the  correction  is  accordingly  made. 

The  fund  belongs  to  one  district    The  principal  is  not  given. 

SsLEcnoNS  FROM  Refobt.  *  *  The  plan  adopted  by  the  town  for  the 
distribution  of  the  school  money  among  the  several  districts,  meets  with  our 
cordial  approbation,  as  the  small  districts  are  thus  enabled  to  have  a  longer,  or, 
at  least,  we  trust,  a  better  school,  than  they  could  have,  if  each  scholar  was  to 
draw  so  much  money  from  the  treasury  of  the  town,  irrespective  of  the  number 
of  scholars  in  the  district  If  the  town,  in  future,  should  make  any  alteration 
in  relation  to  the  plan  of  distributing  dieir  school  money,  we  hope  it  may  be 
such  an  alteration  that  every  disOrict  shall  be  obliged  to  have  a  good  school, 
at  least  three  months  in  the  year,  or  have  no  school,  except  in  special  cases. 

Before  we  close  our  report,  it  may  be  proper  to  make  a  few  suggestions,  rela- 
tive to  the  general  interests  of  our  schools.  We  apprehend,  that  it  would  be 
for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education  in  town,  if  the  small  districts  would 
unite,  as  far  as  practicable,  where  the  geographical  limits  will  allow,  and  sup- 
port, at  least,  one  school  of  a  high  order,  taught  by  some  one  qualified  to  take 
the  charge  of  such  a  school  ,*  and  then  have  the  small  scholars,  in  as  many 
schools  as  is  thought  advisable,  taught  by  females  qualified  for  that  purpose. 
Without  any  disparagement  to  the  relative  (][ualifications  of  male  and  female 
teachers,  our  observation  has  confirmed  us  m  the  belief  that  the  female  can 
teach  the  small  children  with  greater  success,  than  the  male  teacher ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  male  teacher  can  govern  and  teach  the  large  schemers  vrith 
greater  saccess  than  female  teacfaera.    PirobaUy,  the  teachers  themselves  will 
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all  eoineide  with  ui,  in  this  opinion,  as  the  result  of  their  experience*  if  so,  it 
becomes  evident,  that  where  it  is  practicable,  the  plan  we  liave  proposed 
would  be  of  great  service,  in  promoting  the  general  interests  of  education 
throughout  the  town.  We  would  also  suggest,  to  the  several  districts,  to  give 
more  attention  to  their  school  houses,  that  they  may  be  as  convenient  and  com- 
fortable as  possible ;  especially,  since  such  great  improvements  have  been  naade 
in  this  department.  A  few  districts  have  reflected  much  honor  and  credit  upon 
themselves,  by  the  erection  of  beautiful  and  convenient  schoolhouses  for  the 
accommodation  of  their  children;  and  we  hope  other  districts  will  imitate  their 
example ;  as  a  good  schoolhouse  stands  intimately  connected  with  the  cause  of 
education  in  m&  district 

We  would  recommend  to  parents,  uid  the  friends  of  education  throughout 
the  town,  to  make  an  occasional  visit  to  the  school ;  and,  if  practicable,  be  pre- 
sent at  the  close  of  the  school ;  and  see  that  those  who  teach  their  ehildlien, 
not  merely  educate  the  mind,  but  also,  by  good  government,  salutary  example 
and  precept,  train  the  moral  ftculties  of  their  children.  If  children  at  the 
schoolhouse,  learn  to  be  turbulent,  noisy,  quarrelsome,  liars,  &&,  they  vrill 
grow  up  into  manhood,  unfit  for  the  duties  of  life;  and  vrill  prove  subjects  un- 
|[overnable,  except  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law.  Let  the  tendency  of  our  free 
ustitutions,  to  a  freedom  without  any  restraints,  be  checked  in  the  school-room, 
as  well  as  in  the  nursery,  and  the  schoolmaster  will  be  abroad  to  bless  his 
country  and  the  world. 

We  would  also  recommend  to  the  different  districts,  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefit  of  our  Btate  laws,  and  obtain  for  themselves  a  district  library.  We 
can  cordially  recommend  the  library,  which  will  soon  be  published,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  far  as  our  ac- 
quaintance with  it  extends.  Some  volumes  of  this  library  have  been  published 
already,  and  thev  are  both  useful  and  interesting.  We  hope  our  districts  will 
act  upon  this  subject,  and  that  parents  will  direct,  both  as  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  books,  their  children  read.  The  books  of  this  library,  as  far  as 
we  can  judge,  are  calculated  to  develop  the  intellectual  powers  of  our  children, 
and  at  tne  same  time  to  furnish  them  with  that  kind  of  knowledge,  their  cir- 
cumstances require.  We  would  be  the  more  jMuticular  in  urgins  this  measure 
upon  the  attention  of  the  members  of  our  dbtricts,  because  the  children  in  our 
spools,  generally,  will  and  do  and  should  read,  and  we  should  by  all  proper 
methods,  instil  into  their  minds  right  principles  and  sentiments,  and  then  those 
books  which  are  evil  and  pernicious,  which  may  be  scattered  in  their  path,  to 
captivate  their  attention,  can  produce  no  serious  injury,  for  they  are  prepared 
to  meet  them. 

In  conclusion,  let  parents  and  the  friends  of  educettion,  throughout  tiie  town, 
unite  with  the  teachers  in  sustaininff  the  interests  of  the  schools,  by  good  gov- 
ernment, by  an  elevation  of  the  standard  of  education,  and  a  judicious  training  of 
the  youthful  mind,  to  deeds  of  benevolence  and  kindness,  and  our  schools  will 
prove  an  invaluable  blessing  to  our  town ;  by  educating  our  daughters,  who 
shall  be  as  corner  stones  in  our  political  edifice, — and  by  preparing  our  sons  to 
become  good  citizens,  who  will  reflect  in  their  lives,  the  beauty  and  excellency 
of  our  laws  and  free  institutions;  by  their  intelligence  and  virtue,  will  be  hon- 
ored and  respected,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  will  ever  prove  themselves  to 
be  the  friends  of  righteousness,  peace  and  truth.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  GOMMriTEE.-^oHN  Dagoktt,  Jokathan  CranK;  D.  E.  Holmav. 


BERKLEY  Ul)  Population,  PTB.    Valuation,  5146,686  75. 

'        *      *      '         c       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,       — In  Winter,  255. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,       —In  Winter,  208. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  245.^No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  5.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  43. 

(5)  Aggiegato  length  of  tho  Schools,  18  mtht.  16  days^In  Sommer,  2-^  Wioter,  16 16. 
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(6)  No.  of  Toaehen  in  Soromei^li.  »F.  1.— No.  of  TMobon  in  Wiiiteiw.M.  7— F.   . 
<7>  Avorago  waget  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  530  00— To  Females,  f  U  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $B  00— Of  Females,  56  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  |[2S  00^-Of  Females,  gB  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  oftly  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,         «— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition;  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong^Common 

Schools,  S.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  SOw— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $Tt. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  .^Income  from  same,  $ 


Books   used — £l|pe//i'i^g^>Emerson's   and   Webster's.    IZeatftf^g^— American 
Book,  English  Reader,  AngelPs  Series.    Crrommaf^-Smiih's,  Murray's.    Oeogrt 


First  Class 
w  ,       „  ,  ,  DjrrcgjAw— Wood- 

bridge's  and  OIncy's.    .^H^Amclio— Emerson's,  Smith's,  Pike's  and  Adam^.    All  oUurs^ 
Walts  on  the  Mind. 


Remark. — The  return  includes  winter  schools  only,  except  that  it  stated,  that 
one  summer  school  was  kept  two  months ; — the  number  of  scholars  attending 
it  is  not  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  grand  object  of  these  primary 
schools  is  to  difiuse  through  every  nook  and  comer  of  the  Commonwealth,  that 
intelligence  and  virtue  on  which  the  existence  of  a  free  and  prosperous  republican 
government  depends,  as  well  as  genuine  piety,  good  morals  and  religion.  Is  it 
not  these  things  that  exalt  a  christian  nation  p    •    •    * 

When  a  few  only  of  the  people  are  possessed  of  learning  and  knowledge, 
a  truly  free  republican  i^overnment  cannot  long  exist  For  leai-ning  and 
knowledge  are  power,  and  where  but  few  possess  them,  the  natural  tendency 
^iil  be  to  create  an  aristocracy,  who  caimot  endure  a  government  of  the  whole 
people.  For  the  aggregate  of  human  power  and  influence,  in  civil  society, 
consists  chiefly  in  wealth,  learning,  knowledge  and  eloquence.  Now  let  these 
things  be  retamed  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  while  the  great  mass  of  the  populatiou 
are  ignorant,  and  comparatively  poor  and  dependent ;  then,  considering  what 
human  nature  is,  a  free  government,  founded  on  the  natural,  equal,  and  inalien- 
able rights  of  men,  cannot  long  be  sustained.  It  is  a  thing  which  was  never 
yet  done,  and  probably  never  will  be.  Suppose  that  in  a  Commonwealth  there 
are  three  or  four  universities  or  colleges,  and  on  these  the  government  bestows, 
from  time  to  time,  not  only  its  patronage,  but  large  pecuniary  donations ;  but 
nothing  is  done  to  enlighten  and  instruct  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who 
are  left  in  ignorance  and  poverty.  What  would  these  colleges  do,  but  create  an 
aristocracy,  which  would  but  too  soon  trample  in  the  dust  every  principle  of  a 
truly  free  republican  tfovernment  But  few  of  the  people  could  send  their  sons 
to  these  seminaries,  They  could  not  endure  the  expense.  The  rich  only  could 
do  this.  And  these  rich,  and  their  educated  sons,  would  soon  wield  the  sceptre 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  spite  of  all  republican  principles.  They  would  soon 
grow  into  the  sentiment,  that  they  wero  the  only  persons  fit  to  govern. 

We  would  not,  however,  be  understood  to  be  opposed  to  our  colleges  and 
high  schools.  We  only  suggest  what  their  tendency  is,  in  a  state  of  society 
composed  of  such  corrupt  materials,  as  it  too  naturally  is ;  and  in  which,  but  a 
few  can  enjoy  their  advantages,  not  being  able  to  defray  the  expense.  In  this 
case,  the  few  are  exalted  and  put  in  a  way  to  obtain  power  and  influence,  to 
which  the  great  mass  of  the  people  cannot  aspire.    *    *    * 

It  is  of  their  tendency  we  speak,  when  but  a  small  fhiction  of  the  commuDity 
can  be  benefited  by  them,  ana  no  efiectual  means  are  employed  to  raise  the 
community  in  ^neral,  at  least  in  point  of  the  most  useful  branches  of  knowl- 
ed^  to  somethug  like  an  equality  with  the  alumni  of  our  colleges. 

Of  this  fact,  the  rulers  of  this  Commonwealth  seem  to  have  been  long  ap- 
prised.   Hence  so  many  laws  have  been  enacted,  to  enforce  upon  all  the  citiee 
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aoeomplishmeiits  are,  as  Walter  Scott 'saya  of  them,  ''butmooDahine  compared 
with  the  edocation  of  the  faeart"    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  OOMMITTEE.— Obo.  Potva.ii,  Caleb  Parkbb,  Jr.,  Chas.  K.  Dillawat. 


^ZTAoniKT  S^^)  Population,  1,093.    Valuation,  |[227,693  42. 

ibtl^JtUiy,        .       .      .       .        ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  21fr— In  Winter,  288. 

(3)  Average  attendaoee  in  the  Schools— ^In  Summer,  1S&— In  Winter,  202. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  431. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.— No.  over  16  years  of  a^fe  who  attend  School,  33. 
-  (^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  36  mths.  7  days  —In  Summer,  19  14 — In  Winter,  16  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — ^F.  5. — ^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^-M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $3^  66 — To  Females,  ^0^14  28. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^11  20— Of  Females,  $6  28. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^23  36 — Of  Females,  $B  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j^600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $fX>. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $      » 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    «— Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .-Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^2,710  00.— Income  from  same,  ^162  60. 

Books  used. — Spelling — Webster's.  Reading — American  First  Class  Book,  NaUona! 
Reader,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  Boston  Readin?  Lessons,  Worcester's  1st  and  2d 
Parts.  Grammar— Fisk's  and  Smith's.  GeogropA^— Woodbridge's,01ney's,  Parley 's*  Arith- 
nutie — Colburn's,  Smith's  and  Emerson's. 

ReuarkSi* — ^The  wages  of  males  may  be  a  fractioii  too  much,  as,  in  one 
school,  the  wages  of  a  female  assistant  seem  to  be  locluded  with  thosq  of  the 
male  teacher ;  but  there  is  no  means  of  separating  them. 

'*  In  addition  to  the  permanent  fund,  the  town's  proportion  of  the  Surplus 
Revenue,  amounting  to  $2,186  73,  in9ome  $131 20,  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools." 

Selections  raoH  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that 
the  character  of  the  schools,  for  the  year  past,  has  generally  been  good.  *  * 
Your  committee  also  feel  it  a  duty,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  rights  and  duties 
of  teachers.  They  have  responsibilities  equalled  by  those  of  no  other  profes- 
Ron.  To  them  you  send  immortal  minds  to  be  disciplined  and  guided  aright. 
You  expect  knowledge  to  be  imparted  and  obtained,  well  knowing,  that  without 
a  disposition  to  receive,  on  the  part  of  the  child,  vain  will  be  the  exertion  of  a 
teacher  to  impart  The  stupid  mind  must  be  aroused,  and  the  more  active,  at 
times,  needs  some  wholesome  stimulus.  Go  then,  yourselves,  often  to  the 
school-room,  converse  with  the  teacher,  tell  him  of  the  dispositions  and  charac- 
ters of  his  scholars,  and  especially  of  your  own  children,  that  he  may  be  the  bet- 
ter able  to  control  their  conduct,  and  to  regulate  their  studies  to  the  best  possi- 
ble advantage.  And  then,  at  home,  if  you  would  expect  joxxt  children  to  be 
interested  in  their  studies,  show  your  own  interest  for  them,  by  conversing  with 
them  about  those  studies,  and  making  them  feel  that  at  the  close  of  each  day, 
they  must  be  conscious  that  they  have  acquired  additional  knowledge. 

While  visiting  the  several  schools,  your  committee  have  been  witnesses  of 
the  great  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor,  from  the  use  of  such  a  variety  of 
class  books.  Three  or  four  different  arithmetics  are  not  uncommon  in  some  of 
them,  and  yet  we  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  make  any  alterations; 
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Biiiee  bad  we  done  bo»  and  retained  any  one  of  them  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
rest,  our  successors,  in  the  exercise  of  their  office,  might  overturn  again,  and 
the  effect  on  the  people  miffht  be  any  thing  but  contentment  and  peace.  Ney- 
erthelesB,  the  difficulty  ought  to  be  remedied  and  mi^ht  be  easily  done,  if  your 
committee  were  chosen  for  a  term  of  years,  say  fiye,  mstead  of  one,  but  we  see 
not  how,  in  any  other  way.  And  here  we  would  very  Irespectfully  inquire,  if 
our  le^slators  do  not  suppose  that  men  of  sufficient  ability  and  honesty,  can  be 
found  in  every  town,  to  whom  the  business  could  be  intrusted  for  this  period 
of  time  ?    *    *    • 

SCI^OOL  COMMITTEE.— Mack  Hixaos,  Bkhj.  Rhoadxs,  Thomas  Shspard,  Asa- 

HZL  8.  DrAKS,  ABIJAH  T18OALK. 


ST^O  UGHTON  \  ^^^  PoP"^**>o»>  \^.    Valuation,  5277,146  91. 

'       '       *         C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 
(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools, — ^In  Summer,  46(X— In  Winter,  524. 
(S)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  348 — In  Winter,  397. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  546. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  46. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  35. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  51  mths.  23  days. — ^In  Summer,  31  7— In  Winter,  20  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M  8 — ^F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^32  29 — ^To  Females,  ^  13  90. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^9  00— Of  Females,  $6  36. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^23  29— Of  Females,  $Z  54. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51;000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(li)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  . — ^Average  number  of 
Scholars,     w — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^       . 

(IS)  No.  of  onincorpocated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  22|. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  36.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^49. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  • — ^Income  from  same,  5 

Books  us  id.— -£(pe^ng — National  and  Introduction.  JZeaflftfijg'— Worcester's  1st,  2d  and  3d 
Books,  EmerMon's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Class  Readers.  Grammar— Murray's.  Gemapk^-^-OXnty^ 
and  Parley's.  Aiithmetic — Emerson's  2d  and  3d  Paris,  G4«eii4eaf^s  and  Colbum's.  Ail  mi- 
Numerous,  but  are  getting  less,  yearly." 


RsMARKi — ^The  interest— Amountiog  to  ^204  Od — of  the  Surplus  RevoDue,  is 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  schools. 

SsLRCTioifs  FROM  Refort.  *  *  Thoso  scholsrs,  who  have  attended  most 
regularly,  and  have  been  most  orderly  in  their  conduct,  both  in  the  summer 
and  winter  schools,  are  far  in  advance,  as  regards  intellectual  and  moral  cul- 
ture, of  those,  whose  manner  of  attendance  has  been  irregular,  and  whose  dis- 
orderly behavior  has  been  the  annoyance  of  both  teacher  and  scholars.  *  *  • 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  from  observation,  that  there  is  a  prevail- 
ing opinion,  and  one  gaining  ground  too,  among  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants, 
which  is  subversive  of  the  principles  of  Common  School  education ;  and,  if  not 
checked,  will  soon  prove  the  ruin  of  our  Common  School  system  entirely ;  we 
mean,  that  false  notion,  that  many  instil  into  the  minds  of  scholars,  that  a 
teacher  has  no  right  to  inflict  corporal  punishment,  to  enforce  obedience,  or  to 
turn  a  refractory  scholar  out  of  school.  In  this,  your  committee  do  not  assume 
the  title  of  judges ;  but,  when  a  scholar  is  sent  to  school,  under  these  impres- 
sions, received  from  older  persons,  of  whatever  character  they  may  be,  he  will 
assume  the  position,  that  the  teacher  has  no  right  to  eovern  at  all.  Hence,  the 
master,  or  rather  teacher,  is  insulted ;  his  laws  nullified ;  and  disorder  and 
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MniWoa  mimM;-««iid^  if  the  teiohor  an»iii|Ni  t»  Im  ommIkv  b»  h  daDoadoniMl 
a  tyrant,  mud  a  onial  inonaiar !  This  oaprice  of  parenii)  and  tiM  ioadgatioft  of 
idlot  lewd,  iotain|iaiaie  and  profane  panoDi^  who  ha?a  nothing  eloe  to  do,  or 
do  not  belong  to  the  echooli  although  tbair  Donber  bo  atnalt^  Vary  ttnaU,  have 
ntgh,  if  not  altogetheri  proved  the  ruin  of  many  a  aohooi  ibr  yean ;  whereas^ 
on  tile  eontrary«  alioald  parente  hold  up  the  idea  to  their  ohildren,  and  carry  it 
out,  that,  if  he,  (the  scholar,)  ahottld.  bo  punished  at  achool  tor  dioorderly  coo^ 
doet,  he  shouM  reoeive  the  Bsine  amoant  of  punishment,  or  more,  at  homo»  ibr 
the  same  offence,  there  would  be  a  vasdy  less  amount  of  punishment  in  sehdol  | 
and  the  school  would  be  governed  fifty  per  cent,  easier,  and  the  improvements 
would  be  one  hundred  per  cent  greater.  This  your  committee  call  a  moderate 
calculation* 

The  law  provides  that  the  several  school  districts,  in  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  have  power  to  raise  money  to  purchase  school  libraries  and'  school  appara- 
tus, for  the  use  of  the  schools  It  is  a  subject,  that  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
many  schools ;  but  the  propriety  or  utility  of  having  a  library  m  a  district  school, 
and  owned  by  the  district  is  very  much  doubted  by  your  committee ;  provided, 
that  the  scholars  have  access  to  it,  while  pursuing  their  studies  in  school,  or 
during  the  school  term.  Your  committee  think  the  better  way  Would  be,  for 
every  parent,  master  or  guardian,  who  purchases  a  pair  of  skates,  or  a  coasting 
sled,  for  his  boy's  amusement  and  recreation ;  or  for  those  who  hire  their  little 
darling  daughter  to  go  to  school  with  a  stick  of  candy,  to  make  her  go  under 
a  sense  of  duty,  and  to  take  the  same  amount  of  money  and  purchase  hooka, 
one  at  a  time,  so  often  as  they  are  read  through  and  understood,  thus  obtaining 
a  library,  according  to  the  advancement  and  taste  of  the  child.  The  library 
being  the  child's,  he  would  respect  it,  and  take  aood  care  of  it.    *    *    * 

Your  committae  would  suggest  to  the  school  agents,  the  propriety  of 
engaging  and  contracting  with  their  teachers  by  the  week  or  by  the  month 
only,  and  to  contract  anew,  at  the  expiration  of  the  week  or  month,  (as  the  case 
may  be.)  A  teacher  would  then  be  dismissed,  if  he  proved  insufficient  in  gov- 
ernment, or  in  any  other  qualification.  The  law  provides  no  judicious  way  to 
dismiss  an  incompetent  teacher,  after  he  has  once  obtained  his  certificate  of 
approval  of  the  town's  committee.  We  must  await  the  expiration  of  his  con- 
tract.   •    *    • 

We  hope,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  their  seeming  penury,  and  the 
continual  cry  of  hard  times,"  will  not  forget,  or  neglect,  to  appropriate  a  hand- 
some sum  for  the  support  of  our  Common  Schools  the  ensuing  year.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  C0MM1TT£E.^Ansxl  Capev,  Israel  Guild,  Isaac  Swan. 


"WA  T  "PCkT  JP  $  ^^)  Population,  1,592.    Valuation,  ;^296,739i  16. 

WALji-UXjJ^^        ...         J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  ail  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  909 — In  Winter,  341. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  240 — In  Winter,  274. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  ot  age  in  the  town,  392.— <No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  32.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  14. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  37  mths.  9  days  —In  Summer,  19  16— In  Winter,  17  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  530  60— To  Females,  $\&  69. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  59  40— Of  Females,  56  49. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  521  23 — Of  Females,  59  20. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  coatributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average-  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  foi  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4^.- Average  No.  of  Scholars,  104.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  535  27. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fondt,  $  .— Ineoma  from  Mine,  $ 
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Books  UMp,r-i8|ff^^iil|gvniVl|ti4Sal,    JiS^oi^^vr— Worcester's  Priinejr  apd  3d  Part,  Young 

Reader,  Natioual  Reader  and  Introduction,  Hheioricai  Reader.  Grammar — Alg^er's  Murray's, 
Geographu—V<iT\ey*fi  and  Worcester's.  ^ri</im«/2c— Emerson's  Three  Parts.  AV,  others — 
Parker's  Exercises,  Bascom's  Writing"  Book,  Goodrich's  Books  of  History,  Book  of  Commerce, 
Worcester's  Dictionary^ 

Sei^ections  from  Report.  •  •  It  appears,  from  the  above  report,  that 
good  moral  character  and  the  requisite  literary  attainments,  are  not  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  a  successful  teacher.  In  addition  to  these,  capacity  to  gov- 
ern and  aptness  to  teach,  are  indispensable ;  and  we  have  generally  found,  that 
when  our  teachers  have  failed,  it  has  been  for  want  of  these  last  named  qualifi- 
cations. It  is,  therefore,  desirable,  that  due  regard  should  be  had  to  these  in 
selecting  teachers.  .  True,  it  cannot  be  ascertained,  before  trial,  how  one  will 
succeed  in  i-espect  to  them ;  but  individuals  may  be  employed  who,  in  point  of 
age  and  personal  appearance,  are  likely  to  command  respect 

Your  committee  think  it  desirable  that  parents  should  feel  greater  interest  in 
visiting  the  schools,  during  the  term,  as  well  as  at  the  close.  If  a  good  teacher 
has  been  obtained,  an  occasional  visit  from  parents  would  be  both  encouraging 
to  him  and  gratifying  to  them.  Or,  if  the  schools  are  not  prospering,  ibey 
would,  by  visiting  them,  be  better  able  to  ascertain  where  the  fault  is,  and  know 
better  what  measures  to  adopt.  If  a  teacher  has  been  employed,  who  is  essen- 
tially deficient  in  some  point  that  could  not  be  detected  merely  by  examina- 
tion, the  fact  should  be  known  and  a  remedy  applied,  so  as  to  prevent  a  waste 
of  money  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  of  time  on  the  part  of  their  children. 
And  who  should  feel  a  deep  add  lively  interest  on  this  subject,  if  not  parents  ? 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEB.— AsAHBL  Bigelow,  Palmer  Moret. 


WJP  VMn  TTTTT  J  (')  Population,  8,887.    Valuation,  5612,088  05. 

rVJIi  xmuu  XJHy       .       .         J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  847— In  Winter,  906. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Sctiools— In  Summer,  492 — ^In  Winter,  643. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  or  age  in  the  town,  1,009. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  66.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  54. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  98  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  64  7— In  Winter,  34. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  10. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8 — F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^36  29— To  Females,  ^14  77. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $\(i  60— Of  Females,  $5  95. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $^  69 — Of  Females,  j8  82. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^2,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,   .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .-—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8.— 'Aggregate  of  months  kept,  45J. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  172.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^552  OS. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  53;000  00. — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — tSpe/Ztng^— Emerson^s  National.  Reading' — ^Young  Reader,  Introduction  to 
National  Reader,  National  Reader,  First  Class  Book,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Testament. 
G^ramnuir— Alger's  Murray's,  Smith's.  Geographt^HnWs  and  Olney's  and  Atlas.  Arithme' 
tie — Emerson's,  Colburn's  First  Lessons,  Smith's,  Temple's,  Adams',  Colburn's  Sequel  and  Al- 
gebra. All  others — Blair's  Rhetoric,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Goodrich's  His- 
tory, Blake's  Astronomy. 

JKehark. — The  fund  belongs  to  one  district ;  it  is  not  yet  available. 
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SsuBcnoHB  rBOM  Report.  *  *  Itshouldbe  iiiidentood,tfaataceroiiK»i 
educaiioD  stands  in  tbe  relation  of  means  to  an  end,  and  to  a  very  important 
•Dd,  as  connected  with  the  prosperity  and  happiness,  the  character  and  useful- 
ness, of  individuate  in  future  life.  The  committee  deem  this  point  of  sufficient 
imponance  to  claim  the  special  attention  of  parents  and  guardians.  It  is  better 
that  our  children  be  sent  into  the  world  penniless,  having  their  minds  well  dis- 
ciplined, and  stored  with  useful  knowledge,  than  to  come  into  possession  <^ 
laige  estates,  without  a  sufficient  education  to  transact  the  ordinary  business  of 
life.  The  object  of  our  Public  Schools  will  not  be  fully  accomplished,  unless 
every  individual  who  may  have  access  to  them  qualifies  himself^  before  leaving 
the  same,  to  be  active  and  useful,  in  any  station  to  which  he  may  be  hereafter 
called.  It  is  no  one's  prerogative  to  decide,  when  he  is  young,  that  Jos  services 
will  not  be  needed  in  public  life,  when  he  shall  have  come  to  years  of  maturity. 
And  these  sugge^ions,  in  their  proper  spirit,  are  of  equal  application  to  both 
■exes. 

That  the  greatest  possible  benefit  may  be  derived  from  the  Public  Schools, 
it  seems  desirable,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  committee,  that  children  under  four 
Tears  of  age,  should  not  be  sent  to  school ;  and  that  none  should  take  a  final 
leave,  until  they  have  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  branches  of  a 
common  education.  If  children  under  tour  years  of  age,  are  sent  to  school  in 
order  to  give  temporary  relief  to  parents,  it  should  be  remembered  that  no 
teacher,  male  or  female,  is  authorized  by  the  << statute  book"  to  convert  bis  ap- 
propriate vocation  into  that  of  a  nurse.  But  if  such  children  (sixty  six  of  whom 
have  been  in  our  schools  the  last  year,)  are  required  to  attend  school,  that  their 
minds  may  be  tasked  with  the  discipline  of  study,  it  should  be  understood  that 
this  is  generally  injurious  to  the  child's  mental  and  physical  frame.  In  the 
opinion  of  all  who  have  looked  into  this  subject  with  much  attention,  no  child 
under  four  years  of  age  should  be  confined  to  a  school-room,  or  be  recjuired  to 
discipline  his  mind  in  studying  books.  In  the  opinion  of  some, — which  opin- 
ion has  been  expressed  by  President  Humphrey, — a  later  period  is  more  favor- 
able, in  ordinary  circumstances,  to  begin  to  instruct  a  child  in  the  rudiments  of 
education.  But  if  such  a  course  as  the  lust  named  should  be  adopted,  it  would 
be  important  that  scholars  should  continue  to  attend  school  longer  thah  is  now 
customary  in  this  town.  And  it  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the  case  now  is,  that  ao 
ftw  schoUtra  above  the  age  of  Jifteen  or  svdun  are  to  be  seen  in  any  qf  the 
schools.    *    *    * 

In  this  connection,  it  may  be  added,  that  those  schools  usually  appear  to  the 
best  advantage,  which  are  most  frequently  visited  by  parents  and  friends  at  the 
examinations,  and  on  other  occasions.  The  reason  is  obvious,  without  com- 
ment 

It  would  be  laborious,  and  may  not  be  necessary,  to  specify  all  the  deficien- 
cies which  appear  to  exist  in  many  of  the  schools.  The  most  prominent  de- 
fects are  noticed  in  the  departments  of  reading  and  spelling,  grammar  and  pen- 
manship. It  is  believed  that  these  defects  may  be  traced  chiefly,  although  not 
entirely,  to  a  frequent  deficiency  in  the  qualification  of  teachers.  The  commit- 
tee feel  constrained  to  repeat,  what  was  suggested  in  the  report  of  last  year, 
that  it  is  only  by  special  pains  in  the  «e/edion  of  teachers,  that  those  who  are 
well  qualified,  can  be  expected  in  all  the  schools.  It  is  of  the  first  importance, 
before  the  contract  is  made  with  a  teacher,  that  satisfactory  answers  be  obtained 
to  questions  like  the  following : 

The  first  question  relates  to  the  age  of  the  teacher,  when  obtained  to  instruct 
a  winter  schooL  If  he  has  not  seen  more  than  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  he 
cannot  be  expected  ordinarily  to  be  a  man  of  much  experience. 

The  second  question — ^Is  he  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  branches  which 
be  will  be  expected  to  teach  ?  It  is  not  sufficient  that  he  has  taught  school  sev- 
eral seasons,  or  that  he  thinks  he  shall  be  able  to  keep  in  advance  of  his^schol- 
an,  by  a  little  study.  The  only  proper  question  remains  to  be  answered, — ^Ib 
he  already  prepared,  and  thoroughly  prepared,  for  his  business  as  a  teacher? 
If  not,  he  should  be  informed  that  not  the  cheapest,  but  the  best  qualified,  teach- 
ers who  will  be  weU  paid  for  their  services,  are  desired  and  eiqiected  in  Wey- 
mouth. 

The  third  question— Has  he  the  naUaral  qualificatioiiB  t>f  a  ddlful  and  sucoeas- 
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fill  teacher  ?  Does  he  delight  in  the  employment  ?  Or  doee  he  teach  merely 
for  the  sake  of  doinj^  something,  and  being  well  paid  for  his  time  ? 

The  fourth  (|ue8tion— -Is  he  a  man  of  ffood  common  sense,  sound  judgment, 
patient  disposition,  decision  and  energy  F— all  which  are  essential  in  teaching 
and  governing  a  school  with  success. 

And  last,  but  not  least  in  importance,-— Is  he  a  man  of  good  moral  character, 
whose  eJBimple  may  be  safely  imitated  by  our  children  ? 

These  are  some  of  the  many  questions^  which  should  be  answered  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  those  who  contract  widi  teachers.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Applbtos  Howe,  Joshva  Embrt,  Ja.,  Walks  Lxwit, 

LkMUXL  HUMPBRXTt  NOAH  ToRRSY. 


WRENTHAM  \  ^^^  PopulaUon,  2,817.    ValaaUon,  $Wijm  60. 

'        *      *         ?       Number  of  Public  Schools,  18. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  580 — In  Winter,  761. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  415 — In  Winter,  607. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  betwemi  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  767.^ — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  40.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  72. 
iP)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  89  mths.  21  day8.^-In  Summer,  46  14— In  Winter,  43  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.  16.F— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  1^— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wagers  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  23 — ^To  Females,  5 12  47. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 31— Of  Females,  ^b  64. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^17  92— Of  Females,  ^6  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[  1,500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1 0j|.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  35.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $bSO, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  ComnHm 

Schools,      . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  <|[7,699  46.— Income  from  same,  $A&\  98. 

IUx>R8  USED. — SpeUing^^^evf  National.  i2«a</ti^g^— Worcester's  Series  of  Reading  Books 
and  National  Reader.  Grammar—Smith's.  GeogropAy— Smith's.  ^ri<Amelic^-Emerson's. 
All  othen-^Foatet's  System  of  Penmanship. 

RxxARKs. — ^From  two  schools  <*iio  returns"  received. 
^Some  schools  have  been  prolonged  by  individtwl  subscription,  but  no  re- 
turns have  been  made  respecting  them." 

Sblections  from  Report.  *  *  From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  some  of  the  districts  are  not  furnished  with  black-boards.  As 
this  is  an  article  of  but  little  expense,  and  so  needful  for  the  benefit  of  the 
schools,  we  would  strongly  recommend  that  the  imsupplied  schools  should  be 
furnished  with  them  before  the  commencement  of  the  summer  term.  We  are 
persuaded,  that  the  cause  and  encouragement  of  learning,  in  those  districts 
which  have  poor,  inconvenient  houses,  require  that  the  present  ones  be  much  im- 
proved, or  new  ones  buUt  In  order  to  successful  application,  the  scholars 
must,  at  least,  be  comfortable,  and  have  tbinss  convenient  while  in  school. 
The  liouse  and  desk  should  be  such  as  to  render  their  situation  lightsome  and 
pleasant 

The  committee  have  not  found  such  a  uniformity  of  books,  not  to  say  in  Aif- 
ierent  schools,  but  in  the  same  school,  as  would  be  desirable,  and  contribute  to 
the  improvement  of  the  school.  The  want  of  a  uniformity  costs  the  teacher 
and  scholar  too  much  time  and  trouble.  To  remove  the  evil,  the  committee 
woold  suggest,  that  no  new  books  be  purchased  but  such  as  they  have  recom- 
mended.   •    •    • 
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In  some  distrietB,  we  found  great  delinquency  in  attending^  schooL  Some 
scholars  were  absent  frequendy ;  some  five,  six,  and  even  twelve  weMcs,  during 
a  school  of  eighteen  or  twenty  weeks,  and  in  cases  where  the  absence  was  not 
occasioned  by  sickness.  Such  absences  unhappily  afiect  both  the  school  and 
the  delinquent  scholar.  We  would  inquire,  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for 
each  district  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  prudential  committee  to  make  effi>rt  to 
have  all  in  the  district  attend  the  school,  and  as  statedly  as  practicable.  The 
order  and  improvement  of  the  school  vfould  be  promoted,  if,  by  some  measures, 
these  ends  could  be  attained.  The  importance  of  ediKation  is  such,  that  bo 
opportunities  or  advantages  for  obtaining  it,  should  be  neglected.  P&rents 
should  be  willing  to  subject  themselves  to  some  inconvenience,  to  have  their 
children  attend  school  during  the  whole  of  its  contin nance. 

The  more  observation  we  have  been  able  to  make  by  visiting  difllerent 
schools,  the  more  are  we  convinced  of  the  importance  of  competent  teachers; — 
competent,  we  mean,  not  only  as  to  learning,  |iHJt  as  to  aptness  to  teach  and  to 
govern.  The  best  selection  in  the  power  of  t^e  committee  to  make,  should  be 
made,  without  too  much  regarding  the  wages.  A  good  short  school  is  better 
than  a  poor  long  one. 

In  the  opiuiou  of  your  committee,  improvement  in  writing  is  not  so  ^at  as 
it  ought  to  be,  or  so  great  as  it  might  be,  with  the  same  expense.  Writing,  in 
a  school  where  several  other  branches<  are  taught  at  the  same  time,  is  a  hin- 
drance and  an  embarrassment  to  the  teacher ;  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so  much 
interest  and  attention,  on  the  part  of  the  writers,  as  it  would  be  if  separately 
taught  We  should  have  much  better  writers,  if  writing  were  taught  by  itseli^ 
and  never  carried  into  school,  to  be  attended  to  with  other  branches. 

If  our  large  school  districts  would  take  a  certain  part  of  the  money,  raised  for 
schooling,  and  appropriate  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  children  who  wish  to 
write,  they  would  acquire  a  better  style  of  writing,  and  make  much  better  im- 
provement in  the  art,  than  they  now  do.  The  other  branches  of  instruction 
could  be  pursued  to  more  advantage,  and  there  would  be  a  greater  gain  both  in 
writing  and  in  those  branches.    *    *    * 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  schools  in  the  town  are  generally  im- 
|>roving.  There  are  more  order,  stillness  and  application,  and  better  instruc- 
tion. If  more  interest  were  felt  and  manifested  ^y  parents  for  the  education  of 
their  children,  if  they  would  attend  more  the  schools,  especially  when  visited 
by  your  committee,  there  might  be  still  greater  improvement  After  all  the 
Uovemment  of  the  State  can  do,  much  must  and  will  depend  on  the  interest 
felt,  and  efforts  made,  by  parents,  districts  and  the  town.  We  trust,  that  when 
the  education  of  children  and  youth  shall  be  better  understood  and  more  appre- 
ciated, and  become  more  an  object  of  attention,  a  greater  proficiency  and  attain- 
ment will  be  made  in  all  our  schools.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Blis&a  Fisk,  Lewis  Hjcrdiso/Silas  P.^ssto^^dwiv 
E.  Blaks,  Sahvsl  Wabsbr,  Jb. 
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ATTLE BOROUGH,  .   < d)  PoP^«i«». 3^-    ValuaUon.  jmt.ws oo. 

'        l       Number  of  Public  Schools,  23« 
(2)  No.  of  Sekokirs  of  all  ages  40  all  the  Schools— In  Sttmmery       —In  Wiato;,  8ia. 
<S)  Aver8g<a  attendaoce  in  the  Scbeolc— la  8unner,      — in  Whiter,  678. 

(4)  New  of  peifsoDS  hcflween  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  «own,  955. — No.  •of  persons  onder  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  39.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  -who  attend  Sehodl,  ^. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  64  mths.  t\  days.— In  Summer,        —In  Winter,  64  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.    .—No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  16— F.  9. 

(7)  Averi^gc  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ;g(20  71— To  Females,  J[1S  11. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  35 — Of  Females,  %^  55. 

<9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $1^  36 — Of  Females,  ^6  56. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  bdard  and  fuel,  51,34431. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $T6i}0, 

(12)  No.  df  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  14.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  120«— Aggre- 
gate pcud  for  tuition,  ;^635. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  ;^5000. 

BooK«  DSED. — £lptf//if^^— Angell's,  Cummings'.  Reading — ^AngeiPs,  Pierpont's  and  Emer- 
son's. Grammar— Smith's,  ^ograpi^^— 01ne;^'s,  Peter  Parley's,  Goodrich's.  ArWimetW'^ 
Smith's  and  Emerson's.    All  o(Aer«— Blake's  Philosophy,  Goodrich's  History. 

Rekakxs. — ^The  return  includes  winter  schools  onl^.  It  states  the  ag^gate 
length  of  all  the  schools  to  be  <U30  hundred  andjjfty-mnt  months.  This  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  an  error  for  so  many  weeks,  and  the  correction  is  accordingly  made. 

The  fund  belongs  to  one  district    The  principal  is  not  given. 

Sblections  from  Report.  *  *  The  plan  adopted  by  the  town  for  the 
distribution  of  the  school  monev  among  the  several  districts,  meets  with  our 
cordial  approbation,  as  the  small  (Ustricts  are  dius  enabled  to  have  a  longer,  or, 
at  least,  we  trust,  a  better  school,  than  they  could  have,  if  each  scholar  was  to 
draw  so  much  money  from  the  treasury  of  the  town,  irrespective  of  the  number 
of  scholars  in  the  district  If  the  town,  in  future,  should  make  any  alteration 
in  relation  to  the  plan  of  distributing  their  school  money,  we  hope  it  may  be 
such  an  alteration  that  every  district  shall  be  obliged  to  have  a  good  school, 
at  least  three  months  in  the  year,  or  have  no  school,  except  in  special  cases. 

Before  we  close  our  report,  it  maybe  proper  to  make  a  few  suggestions,  rela- 
tive to  the  general  interests  of  our  schools.  We  apprehend,  that  it  would  be 
for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education  in  town,  if  the  small  districts  would 
unite,  as  far  as  practicable,  where  the  geographical  limits  will  allow,  and  sup- 
port, at  least,  one  school  of  a  high  order,  taught  by  some  one  qualified  to  take 
the  charge  of  such  a  school  ,*  and  then  have  the  small  scholars,  in  as  many 
schools  as  is  thought  advisable,  taught  by  females  qualified  for  that  purpose. 
Without  any  disparagement  to  the  relative  <][ualifieations  of  male  and  female 
teachers,  our  observation  has  confirmed  us  m  the  belief  that  the  female  can 
teach  the  small  children  with  greater  success,  than  the  male  teacher ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  male  teacher  can  govern  and  teach  the  large  scholars  with 
greater  success  than  female  teachers.    Ph>bably,  the  teachers  themselves  will 
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all  eoindde  with  u«,  in  this  opinion,  as  the  result  of  their  experienee.  If  bo,  it 
becomea  evident,  that  where  it  ia  practicahle,  the  plan  we  have  propoeed 
would  be  of  ipreat  fervice,  in  promoting  the  general  interests  of  education 
throughout  the  town.  We  would  also  suggest,  to  the  several  districts,  to  give 
more  attention  to  their  school  bouses,  that  they  may  be  as  convenient  and  com- 
fortable as  possible ;  especially,  since  such  great  improvements  have  been  made 
in  this  department.  A  few  districts  have  reflected  much  honor  and  credit  upon 
themselves,  by  the  erection  of  beautiful  and  convenient  schoolhouaes  for  the 
accommodation  of  their  children;  and  we  hope  other  districts  will  imitate  their 
example ;  as  a  good  schoolhouse  stands  intimately  connected  with  the  cause  of 
education  in  me  district 

We  would  reoommend  to  parents,  and  the  friends  of  education  throughout 
the  town,  to  make  an  occasional  visit  to  the  school ;  and,  if  practicaUe,  be  pre- 
sent at  the  dose  of  the  school ;  and  aee  that  those  who  teach  their  children, 
not  merely  educate  the  mind,  but  also,  by  good  government,  salutary  example 
and  precept,  train  the  moral  iticultiea  of  their  children.  If  children  at  the 
achoolhouae,  learn  to  be  turbulent,  noisy,  quarrelsome,  liars,  &&,  they  will 
grow  up  into  manhood,  unfit  for  the  duties  of  life ;  and  will  prove  subjects  un- 
governable, except  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law.  Let  the  tendency  of  our  free 
mstitutions,  to  a  freedom  without  any  restraints,  be  checked  in  the  school-room, 
aa  well  as  in  the  nursery,  and  the  schoolmaster  will  be  abroad  to  bleaa  his 
country  and  the  world. 

We  would  alao  recommend  to  the  different  districts,  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefit  of  our  State  laws,  and  obtain  for  themselves  a  district  library.  We 
can  cordiaUy  recommend  the  library,  which  will  soon  be  published,  under  the 
direction  of  the  fioard  of  Education  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  far  as  our  ac- 
quaintance widi  it  extends.  Some  volumes  of  this  library  have  been  published 
fuready,  and  thev  are  both  useful  and  interesting.  We  hope  our  districts  will 
act  upon  this  subject,  and  that  parents  will  direct,  both  as  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  books,  their  children  read.  The  books  of  this  library,  as  far  as 
we  can  judge,  are  calculated  to  develop  the  intellectual  powers  of  our  chUdren, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  furnish  them  with  that  kind  of  knowledge,  their  cir- 
cumstances require.  We  would  be  the  more  particular  in  urgins  this  measure 
upon  the  attention  of  the  members  of  our  districts,  because  the  children  in  our 
spools,  generally,  will  and  do  and  should  read,  and  we  should  by  all  proper 
methods,  instil  into  their  minds  right  principles  and  sentiments,  and  then  those 
books  which  are  evil  and  pernicious,  which  may  be  scattered  in  their  path,  to 
captivate  their  attention,  can  produce  no  serious  injury,  for  they  are  prepared 
to  meet  them. 

In  conclusion,  let  parents  and  the  friends  of  educettion,  throughout  tlie  town, 
unite  with  the  teachers  in  sustaininff  the  interests  of  the  schools,  by  good  gov- 
ernment, by  an  elevation  of  the  standard  of  education,  and  a  judicious  training  of 
the  youthful  mind,  to  deeds  of  benevolence  and  kindness,  and  our  schools  will 
prove  an  invaluable  blessing  to  our  town ;  by  educating  our  dangfaters,  who 
shall  be  as  corner  stones  in  our  political  edifice,— «nd  by  preparing  our  sons  to 
become  good  citizens,  who  will  reflect  in  their  lives,  the  beauty  and  excellency 
of  our  laws  and  free  institutions ;  by  their  intelligence  and  virtue,  will  be  hon- 
ored and  respected,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  will  ever  prove  themselves  to 
be  the  friends  of  righteousness,  peace  and  truth.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMriTEE.— John  Daggett,  JoirATHAir  Crank,  D.  E.  Holhait. 


BPRKLE  V  i  ^^^  Population,  878.    Valuation,  ^145,686  75. 

'        *      '      '        c       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,       —In  Winter,  265. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,       —In  Winter,  208. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  245.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  5.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  43. 

(5)  Aggf agate  leogtb  of  the  Schools,  18  mtbs.  16  days^^In  Sonmer,  2--<ia  Wtafer,  16 16. 
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(6)  No.  of  ToaelMrs  in  Saimnei^M.  — F.  1.— No.  of  Teaebon  in  Winteiw-M.  7— F.   . 

(7)  Avoragv  wage*  paid  per  montb,  ineloding  board— To  Males,  f  90  00— To  Females,  f  14  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $3  00— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exelusive  of  board— Of  Males,  522  00— Of  Females,  58  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  olily  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     v— Average  number  df 
Scholars,         .^—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition^  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  proloog^Commoa 

Sehools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20w— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  572. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 


Remark. — ^Tbe  return  includes  winter  schools  only,  except  that  it  stated,  that 
one  sumnrier  school  was  kept  two  months  i — the  number  of  scholars  attending 
it  is  not  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  grand  object  of  these  primary 
schools  is  to  difiuse  through  every  nook  and  comer  of  the  Commonwealth,  that 
intelligence  and  virtue  on  which  the  existence  of  a  free  and  prosperous  republican 
government  depends,  as  well  as  genuine  piety,  good  morals  and  religion.  Is  it 
not  these  things  that  exalt  a  christian  nation  ?    •    •    « 

When  a  few  only  of  the  people  are  possessed  of  learning  and  ^knowledge, 
a  truly  free  republican  government  cannot  long  exist  For  learning  and 
knowledge  are  power,  and  where  but  few  possess  them,  the  natural  tendency 
nvill  be  to  create  an  aristocracy,  who  cannot  endure  a  government  of  the  whole 
people.  For  the  aggregate  of  human  power  and  influence,  in  civil  society, 
consists  chiefly  in  wealth,  learning,  knowledge  and  eloquence.  Now  let  these 
things  be  retamed  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  while  the  great  mass  of  the  population 
are  ignorant,  and  comparatively  poor  and  dependent ;  then,  considering  what 
human  nature  is,  a  free  government,  founded  on  the  natural,  equal,  and  inalien- 
able rights  of  men,  cannot  long  be  sustained.  It  is  a  thing  which  was  never 
yet  done,  and  probably  never  will  be.  Suppose  that  in  a  Commonwealth  there 
are  three  or  four  universities  or  colleges,  and  on  these  the  government  bestows, 
from  time  to  time,  not  only  its  patronage,  but  large  pecuniary  donations ;  but 
noting  is  done  to  enlighten  and  instruct  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who 
are  left  in  ignorance  and  poverty.  What  would  these  colleges  do,  but  create  an 
aristocracy,  which  would  but  too  soon  trample  in  the  dust  every  principle  of  a 
truly  free  republican  government  But  few  of  the  people  could  send  their  sons 
to  these  seminaries^  They  could  not  endure  the  expense.  The  rich  only  could 
do  this.  And  these  rich,  and  their  educated  sons,  would  soon  wield  the  sceptre 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  spite  of  all  republican  principles.  They  would  soon 
grow  into  the  sentiment,  that  they  were  the  only  persons  fit  to  govern. 

We  would  not,  however,  be  understood  to  be  opposed  to  our  colleges  and 
high  schools.  We  only  suggest  what  their  tendency  is,  in  a  state  of  society 
composed  of  such  corrupt  materials,  as  it  too  naturally  is ;  and  in  which,  but  a 
few  can  enjoy  their  advantages,  not  being  able  to  defray  the  expense.  In  this 
case,  the  few  are  exalted  and  put  in  a  way  to  obtain  power  and  influence,  to 
which  the  great  mass  of  the  people  cannot  aspire.    *    *    * 

It  is  of  their  tendency  we  speak,  when  but  a  small  fhiction  of  the  community 
can  be  benefited  by  them,  and  no  efiectual  means  are  employed  to  raise  the 
community  in  eeneral,  at  least  in  point  of  the  most  useful  branches  of  knowl- 
edge, to  somethmg  like  an  equality  with  the  alumni  of  our  colleges. 

Of  this  fact,  the  rulers  of  this  Commonwealth  seem  to  have  been  long  ap- 
prised.   Hence  so  many  laws  have  been  enactedy  to  enforce  upon  all  the  citiee 
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aoeomplkhments  an,  «0  Walter  Scott  -says  of  them,  ^  but  mooDBhine  eompared 
with  the  edacation  of  the  heart."    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  OOMMITTEE.— Geo.  Putham,  Calsb  Farksk,  Jr.,  Chas.  K.  Dillawat. 


ozTAifnJKr  C  (1)  Fopulatioa,  1,093.    ValnAtioB,  $Sanfi934SL 

mi^ItUiyj        .       .      .       .         ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  216— In  Winter,  288. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools^ln  Summer,  152— -In  Winter,  202. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  431. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.— No.  over  16  years  of  ag:e  who  attend  School,  83. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  36  mths.  7  days  —la  Summer,  19  14 — In  Winter,  16  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.   — ^F.  5. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $3^  66 — ^To  Females,  |)  14  28. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  J[ll  20— Of  Females,  $6  28. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  J[S3  36— Of  Females,  58  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ftO. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    . — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    «— Aggregate  of  months  kept,    d— Average  No.  of  Scholars,      .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^2,710  00.— Income  from  same,  51^2  60. 

Books  used. — Spelling — Webster's.  Reading — American  First  Class  Book,  National 
Reader,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  Boston  Reading  Lessons,  Worcester's  1st  and  Sd 
Parts.  GramiNor— Fisk's  and  Smith's.  Geo^TOpA^— WoodDridge's,01ney't,  Parley'*.  ArWi-' 
me^ie— Colburn's,  Smith's  and  Emerson's. 

Remarks^ — ^The  wages  of  males  may  be  a  fraction  too  much,  asi  in  one 
school,  the  wages  of  a  female  assistant  seem  to  be  included  with  those  of  the 
male  teacher ;  but  there  is  no  means  of  separating  them. 

'*  In  addition  to  the  permanent  fund,  the  town's  proportion  of  the  Surplus 
Revenue,  amounting  to  92,186  73,  iQ9ome  $131 20,  is  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that 
the  character  of  the  schools,  for  the  year  past,  has  generally  been  good.  *  * 
Your  committee  also  feel  it  a  dutv,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  rights  and  duties 
'  of  teachers.  They  have  responsibilities  equalled  by  those  of  no  other  profes- 
sion. To  them  you  send  immortal  minds  to  be  disciplined  and  guided  arighL 
You  expect  knowledge  to  be  imparted  and  obtained,  well  knowing,  that  without 
a  disposition  to  receive,  on  the  part  of  the  child,  vain  will  be  the  exertion  of  a 
teacher  to  impart  The  stupid  mind  must  be  aroused,  and  the  more  active,  at 
times,  needs  some  wholesome  stimulus.  Go  then,  yourselves,  often  to  the 
school-room,  converse  with  the  teacher,  tell  him  of  the  dispositions  and  charac- 
ters of  his  scholars,  and  espedaUy  of  ymir  mm  children,  that  he  may  be  the  bet- 
ter able  to  control  their  conduct,  and  to  regulate  their  studies  to  the  best  possi- 
ble advantage.  And  then,  at  home,  if  you  would  expect  3rour  children  to  be 
interested  in  their  studies,  show  your  own  interest  for  them,  bv  conversing  vrith 
them  about  those  studies,  and  making  them  feel  that  at  the  close  of  each  day, 
they  must  be  conscious  that  they  have  acquired  additional  knowledge. 

While  visiting  the  several  schools,  your  committee  have  been  witnesses  of 
the  great  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor,  from  the  use  of  such  a  variety  of 
class  books.  Three  or  four  different  arithmetics  are  not  uncommon  in  some  of 
them,  and  yet  we  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  make  any  alterations; 
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rifioe  had  we  done  so^  and  retained  any  one  of  them  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
rest,  our  successors,  in  the  exercise  of  their  office,  might  overturn  again,  and 
the  efiect  on  the  people  might  be  any  thing  but  contentment  and  peace.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  dimculty  ought  to  be  remedied  and  mi^ht  be  easily  done,  if  your 
committee  were  chosen  for  a  term  of  years,  say  five,  mstead  of  one,  but  we  see 
not  how,  in  any  other  way.  And  here  we  would  very 'respectfully  inquire,  if 
our  legislators  do  not  suppose  that  men  of  sufficient  ability  and  honesty,  can  l^e 
found  in  every  town,  to  whom  the  business  could  be  intrusted  for  this  period 
of  time?    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— Mack  HixaoN,  Bkmj.  Rhoades,  Thomas  Shepard,  Asa- 
HEL  8.  Drake.  Abijah  Tisdale. 


ST'O  UGHTON  \  ^^^  PoP"'**io»»  1»993.    Valuation,  5277,146  91. 

'       *       *         C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  9. 
(8)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools, — ^In  Summer,  460 — In  Winter,  524. 
(S)  Average  attendance  io  the  Schools— In  Summer,  348 — In  Winter,  397. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  546.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  46. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  35. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  51  mths.  23  days.— In  Summer,  31  7— In  Winter,  20  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  9. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M  8 — F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $^  29— To  Females,  5 13  90. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %9  00— Of  Females,  $6  36. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board^ — Of  Males,  $^  29 — Of  Females,  $9  54. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  %\fXXi, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     ^ — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  imincorpora^d  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  22|. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  36. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^349. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  j^  . — ^Income  from  same,  5 

Books  used. — Spelling — National  and  Introduction.  Reading^^Wotcesier's  1st,  2d  and  3d 
Books,  £merM>n'8  1st,  2d  and  3d  Class  Readers.  Grammar — Murray's.  Gaigrufthf — Olney's 
and  Parley's.  ^7'Tt/tme^ic— Emerson's  2d  and  3d  Pariii,  CU-oealeaf^  and  Colburu's.  All  om- 
Numerotts,  but  are  getting  less,  yearly." 


RCMA&& — ^The  interest— amomiting  to  4(204  09 — of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  is 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  schools. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Those  scholars,  who  have  attended  most 
regularly,  and  have  been  most  orderly  in  their  conduct,  both  in  the  summer 
and  v^inter  schools,  are  far  in  advance,  as  regards  intellectual  and  moral  cul- 
ture, of  those,  whose  manner  of  attendance  has  been  irregular,  and  whose  dis- 
orderly behavior  has  been  the  annoyance  of  both  teacher  and  scholars.  *  *  • 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  from  observation,  that  there  is  a  prevail- 
ing opinion,  and  one  gaining  ground  too,  among  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants, 
which  is  subversive  of  the  principles  of  Common  School  education ;  and,  if  not 
checked,  will  soon  prove  the  ruin  of  our  Common  School  system  entirely ;  we 
mean,  that  false  notion,  that  many  instil  into  the  minds  of  scholars,  that  a 
teacher  has  no  right  to  inflict  corporal  punishment,  to  enforce  obedience,  or  to 
turn  a  refractory  scholar  out  of  school.  In  this,  your  committee  do  not  assume 
the  tide  of  judges ;  but,  when  a  scholar  is  sent  to  school,  under  these  impres- 
sions, received  from  older  persons,  of  whatever  character  they  may  be,  he  will 
assume  the  position,  that  the  teacher  has  no  right  to  govern  at  all.  Hence,  the 
master,  or  rather  teacher,  is  insulted ;  his  laws  nullified ;  and  disorder  and 
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•MfiMioii  0fiiiMi^-«iid»  if  the  teaoher  mtt»m|Ni  to  bs  tDMtaiv  hm  h  itoadmiiinii 
A  tjrrant,  and  a  oniei  mooMar !  This  oapriee  of  pamttt^  and  tiM  iostifaiioa  of 
idte)  lewd,  iatomparato  and  profane  penMn^  who  bmf  nothing  etee  to  do,  or 
do  not  belong  to  the  achooli  although  their  nanber  be  sinalii  Vary  imally  have 
nigh,  if  not  altogetheri  proved  the  ruin  of  many  a  sohool  ibr  years ;  wherea% 
on  the  eoncniry<  ahould  parenta  hold  up  the  idea  to  their  ohildreis  and  carry  it 
out,  that,  if  he,  (the  seholar,)  ahoold.  be  punialwd  at  achool  for  disorderly  coik* 
doet,  he  ahould  reeeive  theflame  amoont  of  punishment,  or  more,  at  homc^  for 
the  same  offence,  there  would  be  a  vastly  less  amount  of  punishmeut  in  sehdol ; 
and  the  school  would  be  governed  fifty  per  cent,  easier,  and  the  improvements 
would  be  one  hundred  per  cent  greater.  This  your  committee  call  a  moderate 
calculation. 

The  law  provides  that  the  several  school  districts,  in  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  have  power  to  raise  money  to  purchase  school  libraries  and'  school  appara- 
tus, for  the  use  of  the  schools  It  is  a  subject,  that  has  engaged  the  atteution  of 
many  schools ;  but  the  propriety  or  utility  of  having  a  library  in  a  district  schooL 
and  owned  by  the  district  is  very  much  doubted  by  your  committee ;  provided, 
that  the  scholars  have  access  to  it,  while  pursuing  their  studies  in  school,  or 
during  the  school  term.  Your  committeo  think  the  better  way  \vould  be,  for 
every  parent,  master  or  guardian,  who  purchases  a  pair  of  skates,  or  a  coasting 
sled,  for  his  boy's  amusement  and  recreation ;  or  for  those  who  hire  their  little 
darling  daughter  to  go  to  school  with  a  stick  of  candy,  to  make  her  go  under 
a  sense  of  duty,  and  to  take  the  same  amount  of  money  and  purchase  books, 
one  at  a  time,  so  oAen  as  they  are  read  through  and  understood,  thus  obtaining 
a  lilnrary,  according  to  the  advancement  and  taste  of  the  child.  The  library 
being  the  child's^  he  would  respect  it,  and  take  good  care  of  it.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  would  suggest  to  the  school  agents,  the  propriety  of 
engaging  and  contracting  with  their  teachers  by  the  week  or  by  the  month 
only,  and  to  contract  anew,  at  the  expiration  of  the  week  or  month,  (as  the  case 
may  be.)  A  teacher  would  then  be  dismissed,  if  he  proved  insufficient  in  gov- 
ernment, or  in  any  other  qualification.  The  law  provides  no  judicious  way  to 
dismiss  an  incompetent  teacher,  after  be  has  once  obtained  his  certificate  of 
approval  of  the  town's  committee.  We  must  await  the  expiration  of  his  con- 
tract.   •    *    • 

We  hope,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  their  seeming  penury,  and  the 
continual  cry  of  ^  hard  times,"  will  not  forget,  or  neglect,  to  appropriate  a  hand- 
some sum  for  the  support  of  our  Common  Schools  the  ensuing  year.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Ansbl  Capen,  Israel  Guild,  Isaac  Swan. 


WA  T  POr  P  J  ^^^  Population,  1,592.    Valuation,  5296,78a  16. 

'        *      '       *         V       Number  of  Public  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  909— In  Winter,  341. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  240 — In  Winter,  274. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  ot  age  in  the  town,  392.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  32. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  14. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  37  mths.  9  days  —In  Summer,  19  16— In  Winter,  17  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^30  60— To  Females,  $15  69. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9  40— Of  Females,  $6  49. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^21  23— Of  Females,  ^9  20. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[  1,000. 

(11)  Amoant  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $      . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4^.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  104.— -Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^35  27. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fands,  g  .— Ineome  from  same,  $ 
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Boom  OMi>tt-fi^9c//N^>nNA(ioiialr    JUading-^Woteeatoi'H  Primer  aod  Sd  Part,  Young 

Reader,  National  Reader  and  Introduction,  Hnetorical  Reader.  Grammar — Alger's  Murray's, 
Geographu — Parley's  and  Worcester's.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  Three  Parts.  All  others — 
Parker's  Exercises,  Bascom's  Writing-  Book,  Goodrich's  Books  of  History,  Book  orCommeree, 
Worcester's  Dictionary. 

Selectioivs  from  Report.  *  *  It  appears,  fh)m  the  above  report,  that 
good  moral  character  and  the  requisite  literary  attainments,  are  not  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  a  successful  teacher.  In  addition  to  these,  capacity  to  gov- 
ern and  aptness  to  teach,  are  indispensable ;  and  we  have  generally  found,  that 
when  our  teachers  have  failed,  it  has  been  for  want  of  these  last  named  qualifi- 
cations. It  is,  therefore,  desirable,  that  due  regard  should  be  had  to  these  in 
selecting  teachers.  .  True,  it  cannot  be  ascertained,  before  trial,  how  one  will 
succeed  in  respect  to  them ;  but  individuals  may  be  employed  who,  in  point  of 
age  and  personal  appearance,  are  likely  to  command  respect 

Your  committee  think  it  desirable  that  parents  should  feel  greater  interest  in 
visiting  the  schools,  during  the  term,  as  well  as  at  the  close.  If  a  good  teacher 
has  been  obtained,  an  occasional  visit  from  parents  would  be  both  encouraging 
to  him  and  gratifying  to  them.  Or,  if  the  schools  are  not  prospering,  Uiey 
would,  by  visiting  them,  be  better  able  to  ascertain  where  the  fkvlt  is,  and  know 
better  what  measures  to  adopt.  If  a  teacher  has  been  employed,  who  is  essen- 
tially deficient  in  some  point  that  could  not  be  detected  merely  by  examina- 
tion, the  fact  should  be  known  and  a  remedy  applied,  so  as  to  prevent  a  waste 
of  money  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  of  time  on  the  part  of  their  children. 
And  who  should  feel  a  deep  add  lively  interest  on  this  subject,  if  not  parents  ? 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— AsAHKL  Bigelow,  Palmer  Moret. 
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VTIP  VMn TTT'TT  J  (')  Population,  8,387.    Valuation,  5618,088  06. 

rrJ^iZirxuuxn^       .      .        l       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  847— In  Winter,  905. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  492 — In  Winter,  643. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  or  age  in  the  town,  1,009. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  66.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  54. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  98  mths.  7  days. — In  Summer,  64  7— In  Winter,  34. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  8— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  536  29— To  Females,  f^l^  77. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month-^f  Males,  ^10  60— Of  Females,  $5  95. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $^  69— Of  Females,  ^  82. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^2,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  an^',  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,   .—Average  namber  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8.-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  45i|. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  172.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^552  OS. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^3,000  00. — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — iSpeZ/xf^g"— Emerson's  National.  Reading — ^Young  Reader,  Introduction  to 
National  Reader,  National  Reader,  First  Class  Book,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Testament. 
6^raiR»a7^— Alger's  Murray's,  Smith's.  GreograpAy— Hall's  and  Olney's  and  AUas.  Ariikm/t" 
tic — Emerson's,  Colborn's  First  Lessons,  Smith's,  Temple's,  Adams',  Colburn's  Sequel  and  Al- 
gebra. All  others — Blair's  Rhetoric,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Goodrich's  His- 
tory, Blake's  Astronomy. 

Rehaek. — The  fund  belongs  to  one  district ;  it  is  not  yet  available. 
47 
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SsixcnoiTB  FROM  Report.  *  *  Itshouldbe  UDdetstood,th8laooroiiion 
education  staods  in  the  relation  of  means  to  an  end,  and  to  a  very  important 
Midy  aa  connected  with  the  prosperity  and  happiness,  the  character  and  useful- 
neas,  of  individuate  in  future  life.  The  committee  deem  this  point  of  sufficient 
importance  to  claim  the  special  attention  of  parents  and  guardians.  It  is  better 
that  our  children  be  sent  into  the  world  penniless,  having  their  minds  well  dis- 
ciplined, and  stored  with  useful  knowledge,  than  to  come  into  possession  of 
large  estates,  without  a  sufficient  education  to  transact  the  ordinary  business  of 
life.  The  object  of  our  Public  Schools  will  not  be  fullv  accomplished,  unless 
every  individual  who  may  have  access  to  them  qualifies  himself,  before  leaving 
the  same,  to  be  active  and  useful,  in  any  station  to  which  he  may  be  hereafter 
called.  It  is  no  one's  prerogative  to  decide,  when  he  is  young,  that  hig  services 
will  not  be  needed  in  public  life,  when  he  shall  have  come  to  years  of  maturity. 
And  these  suggestions,  in  their  proper  spirit,  are  of  equal  application  to  both 
■exes. 

That  the  greatest  possible  benefit  may  be  derived  from  the  Public  Schools, 
it  seems  desirable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  children  under  four 
Tears  of  age,  should  not  be  sent  to  school ;  and  that  none  should  take  a  final 
leave,  until  they  have  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  branches  of  a 
common  education.  If  children  under  tour  years  of  age,  are  sent  to  school  in 
order  to  give  temporary  relief  to  parents,  it  should  be  remembered  that  no 
teacher,  male  or  female,  is  authorized  by  the  ^  statute  book  "  to  convert  his  ap- 

Eropriate  vocation  into  that  of  a  nurse,  fiut  if  such  children  (sixty  six  of  whom 
ave  been  in  our  schools  the  last  year,)  are  required  to  attend  school,  that  their 
minds  may  be  tasked  with  the  discipline  of  study,  it  should  be  understood  that 
this  is  generally  injurious  to  the  child's  mental  and  physical  frame.  In  the 
opinion  of  all  who  have  looked  into  this  subject  with  much  attention,  no  child 
under  four  years  of  age  should  be  confined  to  a  school-room,  or  be  required  to 
discipline  his  mind  in  smdying  books.  In  the  opinion  of  some, — whirsh  opio- 
ion  has  been  expressed  by  President  Humphrey, — a  later  period  is  more  favor- 
able, in  ordinary  circumstances,  to  begin  to  instruct  a  child  in  the  rudiments  of 
education.  But  if  such  a  course  as  the  lust  named  should  be  adopted,  it  would 
be  important  that  scholars  should  continue  to  attend  school  longer  than  is  now 
custonjary  in  this  town.  And  it  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the  case  now  is,  that  so 
few  scholars  above  the  age  of  JifUen  or  sudien  are  to  be  seen  in  any  of  the 
spools.    *    *    * 

In  this  connection,  it  may  be  added,  that  those  schools  usually  appear  to  the 
best  advantage,  which  are  most  frequently  visited  by  parents  and  friends  at  the 
examinations,  and  on  other  occasions.  The  reason  is  obvious,  without  com- 
ment 

It  would  be  laborious,  and  may  not  be  necessary,  to  specify  all  the  deficieu- 
cies  which  appear  to  exist  in  many  of  the  schools.  The  most  prominent  de- 
fects are  noticed  in  the  departments  of  reading  and  spelling,  grammar  and  pen- 
manship. It  is  believed  that  these  defects  may  be  traced  chiefly,  although  not 
entirely,  to  a  frequent  deficiency  in  the  qualification  of  teachers.  The  commit- 
tee feel  constrained  to  repeat,  what  was  suggested  in  the  report  of  last  year, 
that  it  is  only  by  special  pains  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  that  those  who  are 
well  qualified,  can  be  expected  in  all  the  schools.  It  is  of  the  first  importance, 
before  the  contract  is  made  with  a  teacher,  that  satisfactory  answers  be  obtained 
to  questions  like  the  following: 

The  first  question  relates  to  the  age  of  the  teacher,  when  obtained  to  instruct 
a  winter  schooL  If  he  has  not  seen  more  than  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  he 
cannot  be  expected  ordinarily  to  be  a  man  of  much  experience. 

The  second  question — ^Is  he  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  branches  which 
he  will  be  expected  to  teach  ?  It  is  not  sufficient  that  he  has  taught  school  sev- 
eral seasons,  or  that  he  thinks  he  shall  be  able  to  keep  in  advance  of  his^schol- 
ara,  by  a  little  study.  The  only  proper  question  remains  to  be  answered,— is 
he  already  prepared,  and  the  roughly  prepared,  for  his  business  as  a  teacher? 
If  not,  he  should  be  informed  that  not  the  cheapest,  but  the  best  qualified,  teach- 
«n  who  will  be  well  paid  for  their  services,  are  desired  and  eiq>ected  in  Wey- 
inouth. 

The  third  question— -Has  he  the  nakmd  qualifications  Of  a  skilful  and  suceess- 
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fill  teacher  ?  Does  he  deliffht  in  the  employment  7  Or  does  he  teaeh  merely 
fbr  the  sake  ofdoinj^  something,  and  being  well  paid  for  his  time  ? 

The  fourth  ciuestion— Is  he  a  man  of  sood  common  sense,  sound  judgment, 
patient  disposition,  decision  and  energy  f— all  which  are  essential  in  teaching 
and  governing  a  school  with  success. 

And  last,  but  not  least  in  importance,-^Is  he  a  man  of  good  moral  character, 
whose  example  may  be  safely  imitated  by  our  children  ? 

These  are  some  of  the  many  questions^  which  should  be  answered  to  the  sat- 
iflfiMstion  of  those  who  contract  with  teachers.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Appliton  Howe,  Joshua  Embrt,  Jr.,  Walm  Lswis, 
Lkmubl  Hcmpbrxt,  Noah  Torrby. 


{%)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— lo  Sammer,  680— In  Winter,  761. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  416— In  MHnter,  607. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  betwew  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  767.*— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  72. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  89  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,  46  14— In  Winter,  43  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sammei^— M.  — F.  16v— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  14— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wag^  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $i5  23— To  Females,  5 IS  47. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  {7  31— Of  Females,  $5  64. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $11 92— Of  Females,  f6  83. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j  1,500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  lOj^.— >Average  number  of 

Scholars,  36.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5^^- 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  ComnKm 

Schools,      .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of  Scholars,      —Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ^7,699  46.— Income  from  same,  ^461  98. 

llooRB  USED. — SpeUing^^fievr  National.  /2ea«Iti^g^— Worcester's  Series  of  Reading  Books 
and  Natiimal  Keader.  Zhrammar — Smith's.  Gecgrop/iy— ^Smith's.  iiritAmeli^— Emerson's. 
All  olAcr»— Foster's  System  of  Penmanship. 

RsKARKs.— From  two  schools  ''no  returns"  received. 
^Some  schools  have  been  prolonged  by  individual  subscription,  but  no  re- 
turns have  been  made  respecting  them." 

Sklbctions  from  Report.  *  *  From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  some  of  the  districts  are  not  furnished  with  black-boards.  As 
this  is  an  article  of  but  little  expense,  and  so  needful  for  the  benefit  of  the 
schools,  we  would  strongly  recommend  that  the  nnsupplied  schools  should  be 
furnished  with  them  before  the  commencement  of  the  summer  term.  We  are 
persuaded,  that  the  cause  and  encouragement  of  learning,  in  those  districts 
which  have  poor,  inconvenient  houses,  require  that  the  present  ones  be  much  im- 
proved, or  new  ones  built  In  order  to  successful  application,  the  scholara 
must,  at  least,  be  comfortable,  and  have  tbines  convenient  while  in  school. 
The  liouse  and  desk  should  be  such  as  to  render  their  situation  lightsome  and 
pleasant 

The  committee  have  not  found  such  a  uniformity  of  books,  not  to  sa;|r  in  dif- 
ferent schools,  but  in  the  same  school,  as  would  be  desirable,  and  contribute  to 
the  improvement  of  the  school.  The  want  of  a  uniformity  costs  the  teachmr 
and  scholar  too  much  time  and  trouble.  To  remove  the  evil,  the  committee 
would  suggest,  that  no  new  books  be  purebased  but  such  as  they  have  recom- 
mended.   •    •    • 
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In  some  diBtrieta^  we  ibund  great  delinquency  in  attending  achcM^  Some 
acholans  were  absent  frequendy ;  some  five,  six,  and  even  twelve  weeks,  daring 
a  school  of  eighteen  or  twenty  weeks,  and  in  cases  where  the  absence  was  not 
occasioned  by  sickness.  Such  absences  unhappily  affect  both  the  school  aod 
the  delinquent  scholar.  We  would  inquire,  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for 
each  district  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  prudential  committee  to  make  effort  to 
have  all  in  the  district  attend  the  school,  and  as  statedly  as  practicable.  The 
order  and  improvement  of  the  school  ^ould  be  promoted,  i€,  by  some  measures, 
these  ends  could  be  attained.  The  importance  of  education  is  such,  that  so 
opportunities  or  advantages  for  obtaining  it,  should  be  neglected.  Pbrents 
should  be  willing  to  subject  themselves  to  some  inconvenience,  to  have  their 
children  attend  school  during  the  whole  of  its  continuance. 

The  more  observation  we  have  been  able  to  make  by  visiting  different 
schools,  the  more  are  we  convinced  of  the  importance  of  competent  teachers^ 
competent,  we  mean,  not  only  as  to  learning,  |i)ut  as  to  apmess  to  teach  and  to 
govern.  The  best  selection  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  make,  should  be 
made,  without  too  much  regarding  the  wages.  A  good  short  school  is  better 
than  a  poor  long  one. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  improvement  in  writing  is  not  so  great  as 
it  ouffht  to  be,  or  so  great  as  it  might  be,  with  the  same  expense.  Wntiug,  in 
a  school  where  several  other  branches  are  taught  at  the  same  time,  ia  a  lun- 
drance  and  an  embarrassment  to  the  teacher ;  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of  so  much 
interest  and  attention,  on  the  part  of  the  writers,  as  it  would  be  if  separately 
tauffht  We  should  have  much  better  writes,  if  writing  were  taught  by  itself, 
andnever  carried  into  school,  to  be  attended  to  with  other  branches. 

if  our  large  school  districts  would  take  a  certain  part  of  the  money,  raised  for 
schooling,  and  appropriate  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  children  who  wish  to 
write,  they  would  acquire  a  better  style  of  writing,  and  make  much  better  ina- 
provement  in  the  art,  than  they  now  do.  The  other  branches  of  instruction 
could  be  pursued  to  more  advantage,  and  there  would  be  a  greater  gain  both  in 
writing  and  in  those  branches.    •    •    « 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  schools  in  the  town  are  generally  im- 
j)roving.  There  are  more  order,  stillness  and  application,  and  letter  instruc- 
tion. If  more  interest  were  felt  and  manifested  (>y  parents  for  the  educatioD  of 
their  children,  if  they  would  attend  more  the  schools,  especially  when  visited 
by  your  committee,  there  might  be  still  greater  improvement  After  all  the 
Government  of  the  State  can  do,  much  must  and  will  depend  on  the  interest 
felt,  and  efibrts  made,  by  parents,  districts  and  the  town.  We  trust,  that  when 
the  education  of  children  and  youth  shall  be  better  understood  and  more  appre- 
ciated, and  become  more  an  object  of  attention,  a  greater  proficiency  and  attain- 
ment will  be  made  in  all  our  schools.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.»Eli8|ia  Fibk,  Lkwm  HARniso,  Silas  P.-Fisbsb,&>wiv 
E.  Blakb,  Sahubl  Warsbr,  Jb. 
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ATTLE BOROUGH,  .  j (>) Poi-J"*!--. 3^-  ViJ'»'i«'J. »6*7.*« «>• 

'        \       Number  of  Public  Schooli,  23* 
(2)  N^  of  Sekolan  of  all  ages  w  all  the  Scliools-^In  Suinroer,      — Jn  Winter^  813. 
<S)  Average  attendaoce  in  the  Sebeoto— Ib  Sunner,       ^In  Winter,  678. 

(4)  P^  of  persons  between  4  and  16  yeaors  of  age  in  the  town,  955. — ^No.-of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  39.^-No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  &. 

(5)  Aggregate  lengtli  of  the  Schools,  64  mths.  21  days.— In  Summer,        —In  WiMer,  64  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  — F.    .—No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  15— F.  9. 

(7)  Avers^c  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^20  71— To  Females,  J[1S  11. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 35— Of  Females,  ^6  55. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^^IS  36— Of  Females,  $6  56. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inchiding  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,34491. 
(M)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  575  00. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .-—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  uoincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  14.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  120.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5636. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  .— Income  iirom  same,  5^0  00. 

BooK«  USED. — £|p«//ji^^Anfi;elFs,  Cummings'.  J2«a</tfir— AngelPs,  Pierpont's  and  Emer- 
son's. Grammar— ^mitn^s.  6^og-ra»/iy— 01ne;^'s,  Peter  Parley's,  Goodrich's.  ArWimetw^^ 
Smith's  and  Emerson's.    All  others — ^Blake's  Philosophy,  Goodrich's  History. 

Rekakxs. — The  return  iDcludes  winiar  Bcbools  onljr.  It  states  the  aggregate 
length  of  all  the  schools  to  be  <ti»  hunArtd  cmd^fifty-mne  months.  This  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  an  error  for  so  many  weeks,  and  the  correction  is  accordingly  made. 

The  fund  belongs  to  one  district    The  principal  is  not  given. 

SsLECTiONs  FROM  Refobt.  *  *  The  plan  adopted  by  the  town  for  the 
distribution  of  the  school  money  among  the  several  districts,  meets  with  our 
cordial  approbation,  as  the  small  districts  are  thus  enabled  to  have  a  longer,  or, 
at  least,  we  trust,  a  better  school,  than  they  could  have,  if  each  scholar  was  to 
draw  so  much  monej  from  the  treasiuy  of  the  town,  irrespective  of  the  number 
of  scholars  in  the  district  If  the  town,  in  future,  should  make  any  alteration 
in  relation  to  the  plan  of  distributing  their  school  money,  we  hope  it  may  be 
such  an  alteration  that  every  district  shall  be  obliged  to  have  a  good  school, 
at  least  three  months  in  the  year,  or  have  no  school,  except  in  special  cases. 

Before  we  close  our  report,  it  maybe  proper  to  make  a  few  suggestions,  rela* 
tive  to  the  general  interests  of  our  schools.  We  apprehend,  that  it  would  be 
for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education  in  town,  if  liie  small  districts  would 
unite,  as  far  as  practicable,  where  the  geographical  limits  will  allow,  and  sup- 
port, at  least,  one  school  of  a  high  order,  taught  by  some  one  qualified  to  take 
the  chaise  of  such  a  school  ,*  and  then  have  the  small  scholars,  in  as  many 
schools  as  is  thought  advisable,  taught  by  females  qualified  for  that  purpose. 
Without  any  disparagement  to  the  relative  (][ualifieations  of  male  and  female 
teachers,  our  observation  has  confirmed  us  in  the  belief^  that  the  female  can 
teach  the  small  children  with  greater  success,  than  the  male  teacher ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  male  teacher  can  govern  and  teach  the  large  scholars  vrith 
greater  success  than  female  teacherSi    Pkobably,  the  teachers  themselves  will 
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all  coinekle  with  ui,  in  this  opinloiiy  as  the  result  of  their  experience.  If  so,  it 
becomes  evideDt,  that  where  it  is  practicable,  the  plan  we  have  proposed 
would  be  of  great  service,  in  promoting  the  general  interests  of  education 
throughout  the  town.  We  would  also  suggest,  to  the  several  districts,  to  give 
more  attention  to  their  schoolbouses,  that  they  may  be  as  convenient  and  com- 
fortable as  possible;  especially,  since  such  great  improvements  have  been  made 
in  this  department.  A  few  districts  have  reflected  much  honor  and  credit  upon 
themselves,  by  the  erection  of  beautiful  and  convenient  schoolbouses  for  the 
accomnMxlation  of  their  children ;  and  we  hope  other  districts  will  imitate  their 
example ;  as  a  good  scboolhouse  stands  intimately  connected-  with  the  cause  of 
education  in  the  district 

We  would  recommend  to  parents,  and  the  friends  of  education  throughout 
the  town,  to  make  an  occasional  vbit  to  the  school ;  and,  if  practicable,  be  pre- 
sent at  the  close  of  the  school ;  and  see  that  those  who  teach  their  children, 
not  merely  educate  the  mind,  but  also,  by  good  government,  salutary  example 
and  precept,  train  the  moral  fiusulties  of  their  children.  If  children  at  the 
scboolhouse,  learn  to  be  turbulent,  noisy,  quarrelsome,  liars,  &&,  they  will 
grow  up  into  manhood,  unfit  for  the  duties  of  life;  and  will  prove  subjects  un- 
governable, except  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law.  Let  the  tendency  of  our  firee 
ustitutions,  to  a  freedom  without  any  restraints,  be  checked  in  the  school-room, 
as  well  as  in  the  nursery,  and  the  schoolmaster  will  be  abroad  to  bless  his 
country  and  the  world. 

We  would  also  recommend  to  the  different  districts,  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefit  of  our  State  laws,  and  obtain  for  themselves  a  district  library.  We 
can  cordially  recommend  the  library,  which  vrill  soon  be  published,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  far  as  our  ac- 
quaintance vrith  it  extends.  Some  volumes  of  this  library  have  been  published 
already,  and  thev  are  both  useful  and  interesting.  We  hope  our  districts  will 
act  upon  this  subject,  and  that  parents  will  direct,  both  as  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  books,  their  children  read.  The  books  of  this  library,  as  far  as 
we  can  judge,  are  calculated  to  develop  the  intellectual  powersof  our  children, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  furnish  them  with  that  kind  of  knowledge,  their  cir- 
cumstances require.  We  would  be  the  more  piarticular  in  urgins  this  measure 
upon  the  attention  of  the  members  of  our  districts,  because  the  children  in  our 
spools,  generally,  will  and  do  and  should  read,  and  we  should  by  all  proper 
methods,  instil  into  their  minds  right  principles  and  sentiments,  and  then  those 
books  which  are  evil  and  pernicious,  which  may  be  scattered  in  their  path,  to 
captivate  their  attention,  can  produce  no  serious  injury,  for  they  are  prepared 
to  meet  them. 

In  conclusion,  let  parents  and  the  friends  of  educattion,  throughout  tlie  town, 
unite  with  the  teachers  in  sustaining  the  interests  of  the  schools,  by  good  gov- 
ernment, by  an  elevation  of  the  standard  of  education,  and  a  judicious  training  of 
the  youthful  mind,  to  deeds  of  benevolence  and  kindness,  and  oar  schools  wUl 
prove  an  invaluable  blessing  to  our  town ;  by  educating  our  daughters,  who 
shall  be  as  corner  stones  in  our  political  edifice,— and  by  preparing  our  sons  to 
become  good  citizens,  who  will  reflect  in  their  lives,  the  beauty  and  excellency 
of  our  laws  and  free  institutions;  by  their  intelligence  and  virtue,  will  be  hon- 
ored and  respected,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  will  ever  prove  themselves  to 
be  the  friends  of  righteousness,  peace  and  truth.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMr[TEE.-^0Hir  Dagobtt,  Josathan  Ceanb,  D.  E.  Holmav. 


BERKLEY  Ul)  Population,  878.    Valualion,  5145,686  75. 

'        '      '       *         f       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,       —In  Winter,  255. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,       —In  Winter,  5208. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  245.^No.  of  persons  under! 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  5.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  43. 
(fi)  Aggiegate  length  of  Um  Schools,  18  mUu.  16  dajs.— In  Sammer,  S-In  Winter,  16 16. 
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(6)  No.  of  Ttsehert  in  Sommei^M.   — F.  l.~No.  of  Teaeben  in  WmteiwM.  7— F.   . 

(7)  Avorage  wage*  paid  per  month,  including  board—To  Males,  ^aO  00— To  Females,  f  14  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  tward  per  month— Of  Males,  $8  00— Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  522  00^-Of  Females,  gB  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  cl&Iy  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .^Average  number  of 

Scholars,         «— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition^  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong^Comraoa 

Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  20<— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  572. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — ^Income  from  same,  g 

Books  i7SiD.--S'p«//iii^g^— Emerson's  and  Webster's.  JSeatfti^l*— American  First  Class 
Book,  English  Reader,  AngelKs  Series.  Grammar^^mhh%  Murray's.  Geographv — Wood- 
bridge's  and  Ohiey's.  Arithmetic^Emerson%  Smith's,  Pike's  and  Adams'.  AU  otlur§~^ 
Walts  on  the  Mind. 

Remark. — The  return  includes  winter  schools  only,  except  that  it  stated,  that 
one  summer  school  was  kept  two  months ; — the  number  or  scholars  attending 
it  is  not  given. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  *  The  grand  object  of  these  primary 
schools  is  to  difiuse  through  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  Commonwealth,  that 
intelligence  and  virtue  on  which  the  existence  of  a  free  and  prosperous  republican 
government  depends,  as  well  as  genuine  piety,  good  morals  and  religion.  Is  it 
not  these  things  that  exalt  a  christian  nation  p    *    *    * 

When  a  few  only  of  the  people  are  possessed  of  learning  and  ^knowledge, 
a  truly  free  republican  government  cannot  long  exist  For  leai-ning  and 
knowledge  are  power,  and  where  but  few  possess  them,  the  natural  tendency 
will  be  to  create  an  aristocracy,  who  cannot  endure  a  government  of  the  whole 
people.  For  the  aggregate  of  human  power  and  influence,  in  civil  society, 
consists  chiefly  in  wealth,  learning,  knowledge  and  eloquence.  Now  let  these 
things  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  wliile  the  great  mass  of  the  population 
are  ignorant,  and  comparatively  poor  and  dependent ;  then,  considering  what 
human  nature  is,  a  free  government,  founded  on  the  natural,  equal,  and  inalien- 
able rights  of  men,  cannot  long  be  sustained.  It  is  a  thing  which  was  never 
yet  done,  and  probably  never  will  be.  Suppose  that  in  a  Commonwealth  there 
are  three  or  four  universities  or  colleges,  and  on  these  the  government  bestows, 
from  time  to  time,  not  only  its  patronage,  hut  large  pecuniai^  donations ;  but 
nothing  is  done  to  enlighten  ana  instruct  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who 
are  left  in  ignorance  and  poverty.  What  would  these  colleges  do,  but  create  an 
arietocracy,  which  would  but  too  soon  trample  in  the  dust  every  principle  of  a 
truly  free  republican  government  But  few  of  the  people  could  send  then*  sons 
to  these  seminaries.  They  could  not  endure  the  expense.  The  rich  only  could 
do  this.  And  these  rich,  and  their  educated  sons,  would  soon  wield  the  sceptre 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  spite  of  all  republican  principles.  They  would  soon 
grow  into  the  sentiment,  that  they  wero  the  only  persons  fit  to  govern. 

We  would  not,  however,  be  understood  to  be  opposed  to  otu:  colleges  and 
high  schools.  We  only  suggest  what  their  tendency  is,  in  a  state  of  society 
composed  of  such  corrupt  materials,  as  it  too  naturally  is ;  and  in  which,  but  a 
few  can  enjoy  their  advantages,  not  being  able  to  defray  the  expense.  Iri  this 
case,  the  few  are  exalted  and  put  in  a  way  to  obtain  power  and  influence,  to  - 
which  the  great  mass  of  the  people  cannot  aspire.    *    *    * 

It  is  of  their  tendency  we  speak,  when  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  community 
can  be  benefited  by  them,  and  no  efiectual  means  are  employed  to  raise  the 
community  in  eeneral,  at  least  in  point  of  the  most  useful  branches  of  knowl- 
edge, to  something  like  an  equality  with  the  alumni  of  our  colleges. 

Of  this  fact,  the  rulers  of  this  Commonwealth  seem  to  have  been  long  ap* 
prised.    Hence  so  many  laws  have  been  enacted,  to  enforce  upon  all  the  citieB 
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and  towns  in  the  State,  the  maintenance  of  Public  Schools,  in  which  the  moat 
necessary  and  useful  branches  of  knowledge  are  imparted,  and  the  children  of 
the  most  indigent  and  helpless  enjoy  equal  advantages  with  the  rich. 

Permit  us  now  just  to  glance  at  a  few  of  the  defects  in  these  primary  schools, 
to  which  we  have  alluded.  The  first  defect  we  shall  note,  is  the  shortness  of 
the  period  of  their  continuance,  in  many  districts,  their  continuance  is  not 
more  than  two  months.  Ten  months  intermission  passes  away,  and  then  an- 
other two  months  school  commences.  But  by  this  time,  the  instruction  of  the 
former  school  is,  in  a  great  measure,  forgotten.  And  the  result  of  every  two 
months  school  is  much  the  same.  Hence,  how  many  youth  arrive  at  <  manhood, 
who  can  scarcely  read,  or  write  their  own  name.  Ignorance  of  the  art,  makes 
it  such  a  task  to  read,  they  hate  to  attempt  it  Hence,  that  world  of  light  and 
knowledge  contained  in  books,  is  sealed  up  from  them. 

We  the  more  readily  note  this,  and  some  other  defects,  because  every  town 
and  district  have  it  in  theur  power,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  remedy  the 
evil,  by  annual!  v  voting  more  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 

The  next  evil  our  primary  schools  have  to  contend  with  is,  the  want  of  a 
convenient  and  comfortable  building,  in  which  to  meet  and  study.  It  is  a  rare 
thing  to  find,  in  country  towns,  a  schoolhouse  sufficiently  spacious  and  airy, 
and  with  seats  and  writing  desks  properly  arranged,  and  accommodated  to  the 
use  of  the  scholars.  But  this  is  an  evil  which  the  people,  in  nearly  every  town 
and  district,  can  easily  remove,  having  an  experienced  school  teacher  to  super- 
intend the  work. 

A  third  defect  is,  the  schools  not  being  supplied  with  a  uniformity  of  the 
best  books,  in  the  different  branches  of  science  taught  in  the  school.  If  not  the 
best  books,  or  books  in  which  the  things  to  be  taught  are  erroneous,  or  far  be- 
hind the  age  in  which  we  live,  or  not  clearly  stated  and  happily  illustrated,  it , 
will  be  a  sad  evil  to  every  scholar.  For  though  he  should  study  bard,  yet,  com- 
pared with  the  improvements  of  the  day,  he  may  be  quite  ignorant  Without 
a  uniformity  of  books,  a  school  cannot  be  properly  classed ;  each  scholar  must 
be  taught  alone,  and  a  great  proportion  of  the  time  of  the  teacher  must  be  losL 
Besides,  a  number  of  scholars  reading  or  studying  in  the  same  class  book,  may 
animate  and  greatly  assist  each  other,  as  to  a  right  pronunciation  of  the  lan- 
guage, and  an  understanding  of  what  is  read. 

Another  defect  in  regard  to  our  schools  is,  that  sufficient  pains  are  not  taken 
by  parents  and  the  teachers,  to  inspire  their  children  or  pupils  with  a  sense  of 
the  vast  importance  of  useful  learning,  and  a  delight  in  the  studies  necessary  to 
acquire  it.  If  a  parent  takes  no  pains  at  all  in  this  respect,  he  ought  not  to 
think  it  strange,  that  his  child  hates  his  school  and  makes  no  progress.  And  if 
a  teacher  can  contrive  no  way,  to  induce  his  scholars  to  love  their  school  and 
their  studies,  more  than  their  game  at  ball,  his  scholars  may  be  more  disposed 
to  sleep  around  him,  than  to  prepare  for  a  recitation. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  that  no  defect  in  our  primary  schools  is  greater,  or  of  a 
worse  tendency,  than  that  which  relates  to  moral  instruction.  The  things  to 
be  taught  in  these  schools,  as  required  by  law,  are  these, — '*  orthography,  read- 
ing, writing,  English  grammar,  ceo^aphy,  arithmetic,"  and,  last  of  all,  but  not 
least,  **  good  behavior."  But  what  is  good  behavior  ?  Can  that  person  be  said 
to  be  of  good  behavior,  who  is  destitute  of  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  €rod  ? 
Good  behavior  must  cpnsist  in  *<  doing  justly,  loving  mercy,  and  walking  in  the 
fear  of  God,** — and  nothing  short  of  these  virtues  can  be  urged  on  chUdren  as 
really  good  behavior.    *    *    * 

There  has  lonff  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  great  moral  evil  attending  our  schools 
in  the  country,  of  which  little  notice  seems  to  be  taken.  Forty  scholars,  or 
more,  of  all  ages,  from  four  years  of  age  to  sixteen  or  over,  are  crowded  to- 
gether in  a  small  building,  and  a  great  proportion  of  these  scholars,  in  the  inter- 
mission, at  noon,  are  lefl  in  great  confusion  and  disorder; — with  none  to  superin- 
tend their  speech  or  behavior.  The  result  is,  too  oflen,  a  sad  corruption  of  morals. 
Hence,  will  fall  from  the  lips  of  your  infants,  when  returned  from  school,  words 
which  they  would  blush  to  utter  did  they  know  their  meaning.  And  is  there 
no  remedy  ?  If  no  other  can  be  devised,  then  have  no  intermission.  Let  your 
school  commence  at  ten,  A.  M.  and  close  at  two,  P.  M.  Four  hours  a  day 
would  do  very  well  for  a  cold,  short  day  in  winter.  At  any  rate,  would  not  the 
moral  gain  outweigh  the  intellectual  loss  ?    «    *    « 
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The  Legislature  of  the  State  ha^e  shown  a  very  patriotic  and  laudable  zeal  to 
perpetuate  our  republican  institutions  and  government,  by  the  estaMish merit  of 
a  Board  of  Education.  The  object  of  this  Board  is  to  devise  and  apply  the 
means  of  rendering  our  primary  schools  more  perfect  and  useful.  The  expense 
of  this  Board  to  the  State,  for  one  year,  has  been  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars.f 
But  some  seem  to  think,  that,  however  much  benefit  large  towns  and  villages 
may  have  derived  from  their  labors,  yet  it  does  not  very  clearly  appear  that  our 

Erimarv  schools  in  the  country  towns,  where  reside  the  great  mass  of  our  popu- 
ition,  have  been  much  benefited.  But  if  this  should  be  admitted  as  a  fact,  it  is 
not  to  be  attributed  to  any  want  of  ability,  or  zeal  and  activity  in  the  Board.  •  • 
It  seems  that,  at  least,  one  important  object  must  have  been  obtained.  The 
public  mind,  by  the  institution  and  operations  of  this  Board,  must  have  been 
not  a  little  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  and  vast  usefulness  of  our 
primary  schools.  They  must  admit  that  they  appear  in  this  light  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Commonwealth,  and  must  be,  at  least  in  some  degree,  excited 
to  sustain  and  perfect  them.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— Thokas  Ardros,  Adoniram  Crane,  Bazillai  Cr  ans. 

t[NoTs  BT  THE  SccKETART  or  THE  BoARo  OF  Eduoatioit.]  The  Committee  aeem  to  have  re- 
ceived an  erroneous  impreMion,  in  regard  to  the  ezpeneei  of  the  Board  of  Edacation.  By  an  official 
■tatemont,  dated  Feb.  1, 1840,  made,  in  compliance  with  an  Order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
the  Uoa.  David  Wilder,  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth, — the  Board  having  then  been  in  existence 
almost  three  years,~it  appears,  that  the  whole  expenses  of  the  Board,  ijidtuUng  the  takary  t^  the  8eer»- 
iary,from  the  tiane  of  hie  qppointmentj  and  all  incidental  expenses  whatever,  up  to  the  date  of  the  Treas- 
urer's reply,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty-three 
cents  only  j— or  about  one  half  as  much,  for  the  entire  period  of  their  existence,  as  the  committee  sup- 
pose them  to  have  been  for  a  single  year.  This,  of  course,  does  not  include  the  cost  of  printing  the 
Annual  Abstracts.  These  had  been  printed,  before  the  establishment  of  the  Board,  and,  it  is  presumed, 
will  continue  to  be,  under  any  circumstances.  But  even  including  this  expense,  the  amount,  for  the 
whole  time,  falls  far  short  of  what  the  conunittee  suppose  it  to  have  been,  for  a  single  year. 


f}  AH VAff} TT'VTT  J ^^ ^  Populaiion, 3,958.    Valuation,  ^660,689  68. 

-^  ""j      •       •       {       Number  of  Public  Schools,  S7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ag^es  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  786 — In  Winter,  931. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  488 — In  Winter,  613. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,165. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  86.— No.  over  16  years  of  ag^  who  attend  School,  70. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  137  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  79  14— In  Winter,  58  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  25.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wmtei^-M.  19— F.  8. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  16- To  Females,  512  80. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %%  00— Of  Females,  $b  02. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  J17  16— Of  Females,  f^  76. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  it  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^;^^  ^* 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,    . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  27. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  54.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  590.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5463  12. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5        .—Income  from  same,  5 


R.  Hairs  and  Parioy's.    ^ri<Am«ftc— Daholl's,  Adams',  Smith's,  Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  3d 
FarU.    All  o<A«r#— Webster's  and  Walker's  Dictionaries,  Gummere's  Surveying,  Anatomy, 


Natural  Philosophy,  Bowdiich's  Navigator,  Book-keeping,  Bailey's  and  Colbara's  Alg«br»^ 
Parley's  and  Qooarich's  Histories. 
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RxirAiiM0. — The  Public  Schools  are  prolonged  by  contribution*  ^  The  average 
of  the  scholars  is  the  same,"  during  the  term.  It  is  stated  that  tlje  contributions 
would  be  sufficient  to  pay  teachars'  tvages  54  months.  This  length  should  not 
be  added  both  to  the  Public  and  Private  Schools.  It  is  therefore  deducted  from 
the  summer  and  winter  terms  of  the  Public  Schools,  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
spective lengths,  and  fifty-four  months  is  added  to  the  head  of  ^'  schools  pro- 
longed." This  will  not  give  the  exact  result,  but  is  the  nearest  approximation 
to  it  that  can  be  made. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  It  is  our  opinion,  that  the  youth,  who 
have  attended  the  schools,  have  secured  to  themselves  a  sufficiency  of  know- 
ledge in  the  various  studies  which  they  have  pursued,  to  prompt  their  parents 
and  guardians,  (if  the  advancement  be  rightly  valued,)  to  say,  that  they  have 
been  amply  repaid  lor  every  effi)rt  made  by  them  to  carry  on  so  valuable  and 
important  a  work  for  their  education.  Yet  we  entreat,  that  the  zeal  and  spirit 
which  is  manifested  in  diffi^rent  sections  of  this  town,  may  be  made  to  increase, 
and  that  others  may  be  stimulated  to  lend  a  helping  hand;  for  it  is  of  absolute 
necessity,  that  every  inhabitant  of  this  town,  or  any  other,  should  receive  school- 
ing enough  to  fit  him  for  business.    ^    *    * 

We  hope  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  will  not  hastily  accede  to  any  pro}>osed 
subdivision  of  the  now  existing  twenty-seven  school  districts ;  for,  if  the  loca- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  any  district  is  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the 
schoolhouse,  it  is  for  their  interest  to  have  a  pretty  large  school ;  for,  thereby, 
they  wilt  draw  more  of  the  public  money,  and  can  better  afford  to  pay  such 
wages,  as  will  command  a  well  qualified  teacher. 

An  unwillingness  prevails,  with  a  few  of  our  townsmen,  in  regard  to  supply- 
ing their  children  with  books,  which  deficiency,  we  desire,  may  soon  be  re- 
moved ;  as  we  well  know  *  *  that  a  child  cannot  learn,  without  a  good 
supply  of  books.    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Geo.  W.  Frakcis,  Isaac  R.  Oifford,  Kicketson  Slocuh, 


DIGHTON  \  ^^^  Population,  1,453.    Valuation,  j|[268,647  49. 

'    '       '      '       *        C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  II . 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — la  Summer,  158 — In  Winter,  .^92. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  123 — In  Winter,  284. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  365. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  8. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  73. 

(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  63  mths.  7  days. — In  Summer,  29  7 — In  Winter,  34. 
<6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer-  -M.    — F.  7.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — To  Males,  $'2Jb  66 — To  Females,  jl2  44. 
(8>  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $^  Oa<-Of  Females,  $5\l. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ;^17  ^ — Of  Females,  ^7  33. 

( 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  enly  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^550. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^79. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Agg^gate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  10.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  32  4-5. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  209. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $^LSS  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — National'.  Reading — Testament,  Pierpont's  First  Class  Book, 
Angell's  Scries  from  1st  to  6th  number  included,  Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Class  Readers. 
Orammar — Murray's  and  Smith's.  Geographif — Smith's,  Olney's  and  Parley's.  Arithmetic^ 
Smith's,  Emerson's,  Adams',  Temple's  and  DaboU's.  Ail  olA<r«— Blake's  Nataral  PhikMophy, 
Blair's  Rhetoric,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S. 
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REBrAftK.<-^The  interest — ^amounting  to  $171  81 — of  tfae  Surplus  Rofenue^fs 
applied  to  the  support  of  schools." 

m 

S£jLECTioNs  FROM  REPORT.  *  *  Your  Committee  would  state,  that  the 
appearance  of  the  schools,  generally,  was  respectable ;  and  that  they  feel  a  de« 
gree  of  pleasure  in  contemplating  the  elevated  position  which  our  Common 
Schools  now  occupy,  compared  with  that  which  they  held  a  few  years  since,^- 
a  position,  we  think,  attained  in  some  measure  by  yourliberahty  in  raising  more 
ample  sums  for  their  support,  and  your  increasing  interest  respecting  the  liter- 
ary  and  moral  qualifications  of  instructers.  And  we  cannot  but  flatter  our- 
selves, that  the  directions  given  by  your  committee,  concerning  the  mode  of 
teaching  and  government  of  the  schools,  have  conduced,  in  some  degree,  to  this 
result     •    *    • 

One  defect,  as  it  respects  improvement  in  our  Common  Schools,  is  want  of 
interest  and  attention  of  parents  and  guardians  of  children.  They  should  enter 
the  school-room  and  become  acquainted  with  what  is  Ihsre  passing,  that  they 
may  ascertain  whether  the  instructer  feels  a  lively  interest  in  the  improvement 
of  their  children,  and  thereby  evince  to  the  rising  generation,  that  they  fed  an 
'  anxious  desire  for  their  present  and  future  welfare.  And  if  any  thing  in  the 
school-room  meet  not  their  approbation,  let  them,  in  love,  fearlessly  mention  it 
to  the  teacher.'   *    *    * 

Want  of  uniformity  in  school  books  is  an  evil  of  great  magnitude.  Instructers 
cannot  form  their  scholars  into  classes  of  proper  size  ;  and,  in  consequence  of 
this,  the  classes  are  almost  as  numerous  as  the  scholars,  and  but  a  little  time 
can  be  devoted  to  a  recitation  or  a  reading  lesson.  *  *  Where  there  is  a 
uniformity  in  school  books,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  instructers 
should  interrogate  their  pupils  more^  in  order  that  they  may  understand  their 
recitations,  and  also  the  subject  matter  of  their  reading  lessons,  and  thereby  ex- 
cite in  themselves  correspondent  emotions  with  those  of  the  author,  whose  writings 
they  read.  Thus  would  a  tiresome  monotony,  heard  in  many  of  our  school- 
rooms, be  avoided,  and  a  habit  of  reflection  be  induced.  But  perhaps  many 
parents  object  to  this,  because,  say  they,  ^  the  scholars  will  read  but  little."  In 
answer,  we  reply,  the  less  the  better,  unless  they  gain  knoiokdge  by  their  reading. 

We  will  mention  but  one  more,  amongst  the  numerous  defects  that  might  m 
enumerated,  and  that  is,  the  late  day  that  most  of  the  districts  select  their  pru- 
dential committees, — ^two  weeks,  perhaps,  before  the  commencement  of  the 
school.  -  This  short  space  for  procuring  a  teacher  almost  necessarily  precludes 
the  opportunity  of  obtaining  one  of  the  first  order  of  qualifications.  Other 
towns,  acting  more  in  accordance  with  the  interests  of  their  children,  hold  Ouir 
school  meetings  at  an  earlier  period,  and  the  ablest  teachers  are  engaged  ;  and 
the  persons  you  employ  to  contract  with  the  instructers,  must  hire  such  ones 
as  they  can;  and  the  examining^  committee  must  either  approbate  unskilful 
workmen,  or  put  the  districts  to  much  inconvenience.  We  would,  therefore, 
suggest,  that  the  several  districts  hold  school  meetings  as  early  as  August,  or 
September.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Samuel  Walker,  Johi?  P.  Perrt.  ^ 


P  A  ^Tn  AT  i^^^  Population,  1,976.    Valuation,  ;^340,03G  75. 

£iA^IUIy,        .       .       .       .       ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  461— In  Winter,  517. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  321 — In  Winter,  371. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  639.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  48.— No.  over  10  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  60. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  65  mths.— In  Summer,  31  14.— In  Winter,  23  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winte^-M.  9— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $TJ  3^— To  Females,  $Vt  06. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  monih— Of  Males,  $1 89— Of  Females,  $5  83. 
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« 

(9)  Avenge  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gl9  44-«Of  F««iales»  $6  43. 

(10)  Amouni  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  meladu^  only  the  wa^M  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j^i^^* 

(11)  Amouni  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^90. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .^-—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .-^Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g    . 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  lOJ. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,     . — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  S 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — £lpe//lll£^— National.  RecuHng^^VirBi  Class  Book,  National  Reader,  Intro- 
duction to  do.,  Young  Reader.  Grammar— Smith's.  Geograpttt^~-OlQey*B,  ArUhmeti^^ 
Smith's,  Emerson's.    All  o^Acrs— Natural  Philosophy  and  History. 

RxMAKX. — ^AU  the  particulars  given,  respecting  the  Private  Schools,  are  set 
down. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Ist  A  large  number  of  children,  withia 
the  legal  age,  do  not  attend  the  Ck>mmon  Schools  at  all.  It  is  in  vain  that  the 
Legislature,  in  obedience  to  the  wise  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  have 
established  the  best  possible  system  of  Common  Schools,  that  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  the  town  committees  labor  to  carry  it  into  operation,  that  money 
is  raised,  competent  teachers  are  employed,  and  schools  are  kept.  It  is  all  to 
no  purpose,  ui:less  parents  can  be  induced  to  send  their  children  to  the  schools. 
In^some  other  countries,  In  Prussia  for  example,  parents,  in  justice  to  their 
offspring,  and  to  the  community,  are  compelled  by  law,  to  send  their  children 
to  the  Public  Schools  a  certain  number  of  years ;  and,  in  case  they  fail  to  do  so, 
are  severely  punished.  In  this  country,  such  a  law,  no  doubt,  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  based,  as  they  are,  on  the  presumed 
virtue  and  wisdom  of  the  people.  Accordingly,  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
after  having  brought  learning  to  his  very  doors,  leaves  it  tp  the  parent's  pride 
of  family,  his  regard  for  his  offspring,  and  hi^  love  of  his  country,  whose  honor, 
prosperity  and  happiness  mainly  depend  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 
people,  whether  the  boon  shall  be  accepted  or  not ;  whether  knowledge,  with 
its  numerous  train  of  blessings,  shall  be  generally  diffused ;  or  whether  igno- 
rance, with  its  offspring  vice,  shall  overshadow  and  corrupt  the  land.  How 
important,  then,  that  parents  appreciate,  at  its  true  value,  the  generous  confi- 
dence, the  Legislature  reposes  in  their  wisdotn  and  patriotism,  and  feel  the 
full  weight  of  the  responsibilities,  resting  on  them  in  this  regard ! ! !  It  is  a  fact 
much  to  be  deplored  and  calling  loudly  for  reform,  that  in  this  town,  many 
parents  come  greatly  short  of  their  duty  in  this  particular.  Not  more,  on  an 
average,  than  from  three  quarters  to  seven  eiehths  of  the  children,  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  our  Common  Schools,  attend  them  at  all.  Thus  nearly  twenty- 
five  in  every  one  hundred,  one  quarter,  we  might  even  say  more,  of  the  whole 
number,  are  wholly  deprived  of  such  benefits.  In  their  anxiety  to  teach  their 
children's  hands  to  labor,  such  parents  seem  to  forget,  that  there  is  a  nobler 
part,  to  wit,  tht  mindf  that  is  deprived  of  its  due  share  of  instruction,  and  cur- 
tailed of  its  fair  proportions.  A  law  of  the  Commonwealth,  indeed,  declares, 
**  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  resident  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  selectmen,  and 
the  school  committees  in  the  several  towns,  to  exert  their  influence  and  use 
their  best  endeavors,  that  the  youth  of  their  towns  shall  regularly  attend  the 
schools  established  for  their  instruction,  i^ut,  tifler  all,  the  remedy  for  this 
crying  evil  rests  with  (he  parents  themselves.  They,  alone,  can  remove  it.  They 
should  remember,  tliat,  to  educate  their  children  is  a  positive  duty,  which  they 
owe  to  the  latter,  to  their  country,  to  themselves,  and  to  their  God ;  that  is  not 
a  thing  they  are  at  lilierty  to  do  or  not  to  do,  at  their  pleasure ;  but  that,  to  omit 
it,  is  a  crime.  Let  every  parent,  then,  consider,  he  is  accountable  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  discharges  this  duty.  Let  his  conscience  see  to  it  Let  him 
send  all  his  children  of  proper  age,  to  school  throughout  its  continuance,  ex- 
cept ill  health,  or  unavoidable  avocations  prevent  their  attendance.    The  means 
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for  tbbir  edacatkni  have  been  brought  home  to  him.  A»  he  Taluee  theif  fiitUre 
ueefulBeflB^  as  he  desires  to  ezperieDce  their  gratitude,  as  he  reffards  the  gloiy 
of  his  couDtTjr,  as  he  hopes  for  the  approving  smiles  of  heaven,let  him  see  to 
it  that  his  children  are  permitted  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the  schools,  which  the 
government  has  ^nerously  provided  for  their  instruction. 

2d.  Another  evil,  akin  to  the  one  we  have  just  mentioned,  is  the  iact,  that  of 
the  scholars  who  do  attend  the  schools,  a  large  proportion  lail  to  do  it  anukmUy. 
The  greatest  irregularity  prevails  in  this  respect  A  child  is  sent  to  school  (Hie 
day,  and  kept  out  the  next,  or  the  next  two  or  three.  When  he  a^n  attends, 
he  finds  he  has  forfeited  his  standing  in  his  class,  he  has  fisdien  behind  his  feU 
lows,  pursuing  the  same  branch;  the  chain  of  his  intellectual  processes  has 
been  broken,  and  not  only  has  his  progress  been  retarded,  but  his  capacity  for 
acquiring,  in  that  particular  study,  dimmished.  Of  course  he  is  discouraged. 
Nor  is  this  any  thing  that  the  master  can  remedy.  *  *  Let  not  the  parent 
lay  the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul,  that  by  sending  his  children  to  school  thus 
irregularly,  he  is  discharging  his  duty  to  those  children,  or  to  the  communiQr* 
One  week  of  daily,  regular  attendance,  is  worth  two  weeks  of  irregular  attend- 
ance. Nor  is  the  loss  the  irregular  scholar  sustains,  all  the  evil.  The  classes 
are  necessarily  disorganized,  and  competition  is  destroyed.  The  irregular  boy 
must  either  be  taught  by  himself,  and  thus  time  be  lost,  or  be  permitted  to  drag 
along  in  the  class,  discouraged  himself  and  discouraging  and  retarding  others. 
Another  gross  neglect,  on  Uie  part  of  parents,  that  prevails  more  or  less  in  all/ 
the  districts,  is  that  of  not  sending  their  children  seasonablyj  to  the  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions  of  the  school.  Scholars  straggling  in  from  9  to  10,  and  from 
1  to  2,  after  the  school  has  commenced,  lose  the  time  allotted  for  preparation  in 
their  dififerent  studies,  forfeit  their  turn  of  reading  or  reciting,  and  interrupt  the 
quiet  and  order  of  the  rest  of  the  school.  So  far  as  the  public  good  is  concern- 
ed,  and  generally  so  far  as  respects  the  interests  of  the  tardy  scholar  himself, 
it  is  better  that  he  should  not  be  sent  at  all,  than  so  late  as  not  to  arrive  till 
after  the  school  has  been  begun  for  some  time.  Parents,  then,  cannot  be  too 
careful  to  prapare  them  and  start  them  off,  so  that  they  may  arrive  at  the 
schoolhouse,  at,  or  a  little  before,  the  regular  hour  for  commencing  the  schooL 
Could  they  see  all  the  evils  resultin'g  from  a  contrary  course,  your  committee 
feel  sure  they  would  exert  themselves  to  produce  a  reform  in  this  respect 

3d.  Parents  almost  wholly  neglect  to  visit  the  schools.  Over  every  hired 
servant,  other  than  the  schoolmaaierj  they  exert  a  daily  superintendence.  In  mere 
matters  of  property,  the  parent  is  vigilant  He  goes  into  his  fields  to  see  wheth- 
er his  crops  are  properly  taken  care  of.  He  gives  his  personal  aUewHon  to  his 
flocks  and  herds,  and  trusts  them  not  wholly  to  another,  however  skilful  and 
faithful.  But  he  never  sees  to  the  schoolhouse  to  see  how  his  ckUdren  are 
doing.  The  master  ana  his  precious  charge  are  left,  entirely  to  themselves. 
His  bam  he  frequently  visits,  but  the  school-room  never ;  unwilling  to  trust  his 
flocks  to  a  hireling  stranger,  without  at  least  an  occasional  supervision,  he  aban- 
dons his  children,  flesh  of  his  flesh,  and  bone  of  his  bone,  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  their  immortal  minds,  to  the  care  of  perhaps  a  stranger,  never  calling 
at  the  place  of  instruction  to  see  how  they  are  cared  for,  to  ascertain  their  pro- 
gress, and  cheer  them  on  in  their  arduous  career.  "^  *  An  important  benefit, 
in  addition  to  the  one  just  mentioned,  resulting  from  parental  visits,  is,  that 
children  get  rid  of  that  diffidence  and  false  shame,  which  the  best  reader  or 
speaker  in  his  class  feels,  when  called  on,  for  the  first  time,  to  read  or  speak 
before  his  parents  or  the  public.  An  objection  sometimes  urged  against  such 
visits,  by  both  parents  and  teachers,  is  that  they  interrupt  the  schooL  An  occa- 
sional  visit  may  have  that  effect,  but  not  so  if  the  visits  are  frequent  and  habit- 
ual. After  having  become  used  to  them,  the  school  is  no  more  disturbed  by  a 
parent's  than  by  a  scholar's  entering  the  school-room.  Let  fathers,  then,  and 
let  mothers,  as  they  love  their  children,  and  desire  their  advancement  in  knowl- 
edge, spend  an  hour  or  two,  at  least,  toetklyy  in'  the  schoolhouse,  and  they  will 
be  delighted  and  astonished  to  see  the  change  for  the  better,  resulting  in  conse- 
quence, to  both  instructer  and  scholar. 

4th,  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  territory  of  the  several  school*  districts, 
in  this  town,  is  geographically  laid  out  according  to  law.  This  is  very  impor- 
tant for  the  inhabitants  fully  to  understand,  because  if  there  are  not  any  regu- 
larly defined  boundaries  to  the  several  districts,  it  may  be,  (sooner  or  later,)  a 
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ptoUfie  Mmree  of  litigation,  and  eonsequent  trouble,  vexation  and  eoat  Tow 
oommlttee,  therefore,  thought  it  to  be  their  imperative  duty,  to  call  yo«r  atten- 
tion to  this  Bulject.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^-Calbb  Swaw,  Olitkr  Ames,  Jr.,  Tisdals  Harlow,  Gro. 
W.  Hat  WARD. 


J?ATJ?TTA  ITJ?  M  i  (^)  Pop«»ation;  3,649.    Valuation,  yTO5,719  75. 

rAina^VJ^lM,     .       .       .       \        Number  of  Public  Schools,  18. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  626— In  Winter,  710. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Scboo]»— In  Summer,  367 — In  Winter,  494. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,057. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  52. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  146  mths.— In  Summer,  77 — ^In  Winter,  69. 

(6)  No.  of  Teaebers  in  Summer— M.  1— P.  16.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  IS— F.  6. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  5^  "7^ — ^To  Females,  513  49. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $^  91 — Of  Females,  $5  81. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Mal^s,  ^19  84— Of  Females,  ^  68. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  j[2,500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $5SS, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  24.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  150. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  51,125. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  5 

Books  used. — Spelling — National.  ISea^ftit,^;^— Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Class  Readers. 
Orammar — Smith's.  G^o^gr^^Ay— Blake's  and  Smith's.  Arithmetic — North  American,  lsl,2d 
and  3d  Parts.  All  0<A^«— Colburn's  and  Bailey's  Algebra,  Walker's  Dictionary,  Parley's  His- 
tory, Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Bible. 

Remark. — Under  the  head  of  "  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools," 
&c^  the  return  states,  that  ^  several  Primary  Schools"  are  kept,  but  does  not  give 
their  number.    The  other  items  respecting  them  are  carried  into  the  Abstract. 

Selections  raoM  Report.  *  *  The  town  having  left  the  duty  of  appor- 
tioning the  school  tax  to  the  school  committee,  it  was  voted,  that  it  be  done  in 
a  manner  similar  to  that  in  which  it  was  done  the  previous  year,  viz.  by  reserv- 
ing sums  for  the  smaller  districts  and  dividing  the  balance  equally  among  all 
the  children  in  the  town,  between  the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen.    *    *    * 

To  save  expense,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the  town,  it  was  voted  that  the  du- 
ties of  examining  teachers  and  visiting  the  schools,  should  be  divided  among  the 
several  members  of  the  school  committee.  *  *  And,  that  some  one  of  the 
committee  might  have  a  general  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  all  of  the  schools, 
It  was  voted,  that  the  secretary  should  visit  each  summer  and  winter  school, 
once  during  its  session,  in  company  with  the  individu^  who  had  charge  of  the 
particular  school.    *    *    * 

The  committee  would  remark,  that  the  schoolhouses  throughout  the  town, 
although  all  of  them  are  not  constructed  after  the  very  best  models,  are  gener- 
ally, in  very  good  repair,  and  tolerably  convenient  for  the  schools.  The  house 
in  district  No.  12  and  13,  has  been  very  much  improved  since  the  last  year,  by 
puttiug  up  a  partition  so  as  to  make  two  school -rooms  entirely  separate  from 
each  other,  on  the  lower  floor;  and  the  effect  has  been,  to  make  the  school 
much  more  regular  and  orderly  than  they  had  been  before. 

Some  improvement  has  also  been  made  in  the  condition  of  the  schoolhouse 
in  district  No.  16,  but  this  house  is  still  altogether  too  small  and  inconvenient 

The  schoolhouse,  in  district  No.  19,  is  the  only  one  in  town  which  is  well 
ventilated,  and  the  effect  on  the  scholars  is  quite  obvious  ;•— there  is  none  of  that 


SCHOOL  RETURNS.  963 

stopor  and'  deepineeB  which  is  obsenred  in  otlier  schools,  after  being  shut  up 
for  an  hour  or  two  together,  in  a  close  atmosphere.  Other  districts  would  do 
well  to  imitate  this  district  in  this  particular. 

The  schools  themselves,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been  such  as,  un- 
der all  circumstances,  fully  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the  committee.    *  *   * 

A  gradual  introduction  of  a  uniformity  of  class  books,  and  those  of  a  more 
approved  kind,  has  already  had  a  very  frvorable  influence  upon  them.  The 
children  are  better  classed,  and  the  teacher's  time  is  spent  to  much  better  pur^ 
pose.    •    •    • 

In  summing  up  the  items  of  attendance  on  the  schools,  it  will  be  seen,  that, 
of  the  one  thousand  and  fifly-seven  children  in  town,  but  six  hundred  and 
twenty-six  actually  entered  the  schools  in  summer,  and  but  seven  hundred  and 
ten  in  winter ; — and  that  of  the  six  hundred  and  twenty-six  who  attended  in 
summer,  there  were  but  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  of  the  seven  hun- 
dred and  ten  who  attended  in  winter,  there  were  but  ibur  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  regularly  present  That  is,  nearly  half  of  the  scholars,  on  an  average, 
throughout  the  town,  were  absent  from  the  schools  every,  half  da^.  The  few 
Private  Schools,  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  may  have  taken  on  some  chil- 
dren from  the  Public  Schools ;  but  the  committee  cannot  resist  the  conviction, 
that  there  has  been  many  who  have  not  attended  school  at  all.  And  the  school 
registers,  as  above,  show,  that  many  have  been  so  extremely  irregular  in  their 
attendance  that  they  have  not  only  derived  no  advantage  from  the  schools 
themselves,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  have  served  only  as  clogs  on 
the  advancement  of  other&    *    *    * 

The  committee,  on  visiting  the  various  schools  of  the  town,  and  finding  in 
many  of  them,  so  few  scholars,  could  not  avoid  the  reflection,  that  there  is 
annually  a  considerable  waste  of  expense  on  the  schools.  In  many  parts  of 
the  town,  several  districts  may  be  found  contiguous  to  each  other,  with  no  more 
than  scholars  enough,  in  all  of  them,  to  make  one  good  school ;  and  the  town 
is  paying  annually,  in  several  instances,  for  three  or  more  teachers,  and  for  fuel 
for  a  like  number  of  school  bouses,  where,  under  proper  arrangements,  but  one 
would  be  necessary.  The  average  price  paid  to  male  teachers,  including  price 
of  board,  the  last  year,  was  $28  90  per  mouth  ;  and  the  whole  number  of  male 
teachers  employed  was  twelve,  making  an  expense  of  $346  80  per  month ; 
whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  but  seven  or  eight  teachers  are  neces- 
sary, which  would  reduce  the  expense  per  month,  for  the  time  that  all  the  male 
schools  are  in  operation,  from  $Si46  80,  to  $231  20.  The  average  price  paid  to 
female  teachers  was  $13  35  per  month.  Sixteen  have  been  employed  the  last 
year,  at  an  expense  of  $213  60  per  month ;  whereas  but  ten  or  twelve  are 
necessary;  thus  reducing- the  expense  for  female  teachers  per  month  from 
$213  60  to  $160  20  f  1  he  expenses  of  the  school  committee,  too,  would  be 
reduced  by  any  plan,  which  would  reduce  the  number  of  the  teachers.  *  *  * 

An  arrangement  could  undoubtedly  be  made,  if  the  town  should  think 
proper,  either  by  districting  the  town  anew,  or  by  locating  town  school  houses 
in  different  parts  of  the  town,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  older  scholars  with 
winter  schools,  leaving  the  younger  ones  to  the  summer  schools  to  be  taught 
in  the  district  schoolhouses,  or  by  some  other  mode,  which  would  not  only 
diminish  the  annual  expense  materially,  but  would  also  essentially  benefit  the 
schools  themselves.  A  large  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  would,  in 
all  probability,  be  able  to  devise  some  plan,  which  would  make  the  annual  ex- 
pense much  less,  and,  at  the  same  time,  give  much  greater  efficiency  to  the 
schools,  than  that  which  is  now  in  operation. 

It  has  been  sufiiciently  ascertained,  that,  so  long  as  the  present  system  con- 
tinues, the  schools,  in  many  of  the  districts,  will  be  in  a  suffering  condition, 
unless  the  town  subjects  itself  to  an  aimual  tax  for  the  schools,  of  something 
upwardsof  three  thousand  dollars.  This  subject  is  particularly  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  the  town,  with  the  hope,  that  a  committee  will  be  appointed 
to  take  it  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon  at  some  future  meeting. 

There  are  certain  other  improvements,  which  will  be  important  under  any 

t  According  to  the  Return,  the^e  sums  are  a  little  erroneoui,  but  they  illustrate  the  principle.    [Sxc- 

■BtABT  or  THE  BOABD  OF  EoUCATIOIV.] 
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(Qfitoni;  and  the  eonnittae  would  miggMt,  fint,  that  to  oDofalo  them  to  aet 
proaiplly  and  without  eiabanraaamea^  aome  provUnoD  ahould  be  made,  requir- 
mg  the  retuTDB  firom  alJ  the  diatricta,  in  reference  to  the  number  of  children ; 
and  the  partioalar  wanta  and  wiahea  of  the  diffisrent  diatricta,  in  reference  to 
the  achoola,  to  be  made  to  the  aehool  committee,  on  or  before  the  first  of  May. 
And,  ieeondly,  it  would  be  a  mat  aanng  of  time  and  expenae  to  the  commit- 
tee, if  proviaion  could  be  madto,  requiring  all  the  achoola  throughout  the  town 
to  commence  at  the  aame  time,  aay  the  middle  or  laat  of  May  in  aummer,  and 
the  firat  of  Noyember  in  winter.  Theae  auff^eationa,  with  aome  others,  have 
been  embodied  into  a  code  of  aehool  lawa,  which  will  be  offered  for  the  accept- 
ance of  the  town  by  the  chairman  of  the  board. 

The  fimt  annual  report  of  the  aehool  committee  directed  the  attention  of  the 
diatricta  to  the  propriety  of  eatabliahinff  distrid  Itbrarieg.  Every  one  is  proba- 
bly aware  of  the  proviaion  made  by  the  Legialature  for  thia  purpoae,  by  author- 
izing an  expenditure,  by  each  cUatrict,  of  mirty  dollars  for  that  olgect  the  firat 
year,  and  ten  dollara  each  aucceedinff  year ;  and  alao,  that  a  aeriea  of  books  for 
the  aame  purpoae,  to  comprehend  aimoat  every  intereating  aubject  in  acience 
and  literature,  and  adapted  to  the  minda  of  children  and  youth  ia  now  in  course 
of  publication,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Education.  None  of  the  dia- 
tricts,  however,  have  yet  thought  proper  to  take  advantage  of  this  law. 
The  effect  auch  librariea  would  have  on  the  habita  of  the  scholars,  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  subjects  for  readinff  and  reflection  in  their  leisure  nours, 
and  in  giving  character  to  the  achoola  with  which  they  are  connected,  is 
auch,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  aa  to  enaure  their  introduction,  as 
aoon  aa  their  merita  are  auflciently  reflected  upon  and  understood. 

The  committee  would  direct  the  attention  or  the  town  to  another  subject,  of 
vital  importance  to  aucceaa  in  the  achoola.  It  ia  of  the  utmost  conaequence  ^t 
parents  and  guardians,  and  others  interested  in  education,  ahould  occasionally 
visit  the  schools,  and  especially,  that  they  should  attend  the  regular  examina- 
tidns ;  and  the  committee  would  urfe  this  subject  by  all  means,  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  inhabitants.  The  schools  have  been  almost  totally  neglected  in  this 
particular.  The  viaitationa  of  the  school  committee  would  have  tenfold  the 
effect  they  now  have,  upon  the  scholars,  if  the^  knew  there  waa  to  be  an  as- 
aemblage  of  the  citizens,  to  see  how  they  acquit  themselves  upon  these  occa- 
siona  Their  ambition  would  be  excited  to  appear,  at  least,  creditably.  Parents 
and  guardians,  too,  would,  in  this  way,  be  able  to  observe  with  their  own  eyes, 
the  condition  and  management  of  the  schools,  and  with  the  information  they 
would  thus  acquire,  could  consult  with,  and  advise  the  committee,  to  advantage, 
in  reference  to  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  achoola.  And  the  intereat  they 
might  manifest  in  this  way,  would  not  onl^  lie  a  strong  stimulus  to  the  com- 
mittee and  teachers  to  discharge  their  duties  with  feithfulness,  but  would  fix  in 
the  minds  of  the  scholars  higher  and  more  worthy  notions  of  the  value  of  the 
schools  and  the  advantages  they  possess  in  attending  them.  The  affections 
and  prejudices  of  children  flow  more  or  less  in  the  current  of  those  of  their 
parents.  Whatever  ia  observed  by  them  to  be  an  object  of  intereat  and  respect 
to  their  parents,  becomes  such  to  them.  If  they  hear  their  parents  convers- 
ing frequently  about  the  schools,  and  see  them  interesting  themselves  to  make 
sure  of  good  ones,  by  statedly  visiting  them,  and  aiding  and  encouraging  the 
committee  and  teachers  in  the  diacharge  of  their  duties,  they  cannot  foil  to  be 
objecta  of  respect  and  consequence  to  them,  and  they  will  enter  them,  not  as  if 
they  were  placea  of  confinement,  where  time  is  to  drag  heavily  on  their  hands, 
but  with  interest,  pleasure,  promptness,  and  a  just  sense  of  the  part  they  are  to 
perform,  in  order  to  bring  about  the  ends  for  which  the  schools  are  eata'blisbed. 

But  let  parents  neglect  the  schools ;  let  them  conclude,  and  act  upon  the  con- 
elusion,  that  their  duty  ia  done  when  they  have  provided  a  schoolhooae  with 
ita  appurtenances,  and  a  committee  with  funds  at  their  diapoaal ;  let  them  take 
no  further  thought  of  the  schools,  but  to  send  their  children  into  them,  without 
manifesting  any  great  anxiety  to  ascertain  whether  they  really  do  attend  them 
or  not ;  let  them  supply  their  children  with  iKwks  reluctantly,  and  not  till  afler 
repeated  notices  from  the  instructor,  that  they  are  deficient ;  let  them  manifest 
before  their  children  that  the  school  and  the  instructor  are  a  source  of  great 
annoyance  to  them,  and  that  the  less  they  are  troubled  with  them  the  better, 
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and  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  schools  ?  Some  of  our  districts  might 
answer  the  question  every  day.  If  the  instructer  is  able  to  excite  a  spark  of 
ambition  in  his  pupils  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  it  speedily  goes  out 
for  want  of  fuel.  There  are  no  books.  Idleness  takes  the  place  of  industry, 
and  its  accompanying  vices  spring  up  and  flourish.  The  registers  show  that 
half  the  scholars  are  absent  daily.  No  classes  can  be  form^,  or,  if  formed, 
they  are  wholly  abortive,  for  one  member  is  absent  every  other  day,  another  is 
absent  three  half  days  in  a  week,  one  is  present  one  week  and  absent  the  next, 
another  goes  and  comes  as  he  pleases,  and  all  the  rest  are  disheartened  and 
dbcouraged,  and  so  is  the  teacher.  Nothing  can  be  done  to  advantage.  The 
committee  may  make  their  regular  monthly  visits,  according  to  law,  and  do 
what  they  can  for  the  good  of  the  schools ;  they  may  urge  upon  the  scholars  the 
necessity  of  a  more  regular  attendance,  and  may  pass  laws  requiring  regularity, 
and  hope  to  bring  up  the  truants  by  requiring  them  to  produce  certificates 
whenever  they  are  absent  or  tardy ;  but  so  long  as  parents  are  indifferent,  cer- 
tificates are  easily  obtained,  and  the  school  regulations  are  defeated.  The  truth 
is,  reform  must  commence  at  home,  in  the  family.  Parents  must  ieel  more 
sensibly  the  value  of  the  school  system ;  and  duly  appreciate  the  necessity  of 
their  cooperation  and  assistance  in  the  endeavor  to  give  the  schools  the  dharac- 
ter  they  ouffht  to  sustain. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  notions  of  many,  on  the  subject  of  Common 
Schools,  are  altogether  too  limited  and  narrow.    It  seems  quite  a  common 
opinion,  that  they  are  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  portion  of  the 
community  only,  and  that  the  wealthy  ought  not  to  burden  the  public  with  the 
education  of  their  children.    But  a  more  narrow  and  anti-republican  notion 
could  not  be  abroad.    So  long  as  such  a  notion  prevails,  those  whose  means 
are  more  ample  will  provide  for  themselves.    Private  Schools  will  spring  up  in 
opposition  to  the  public  ones,  and  the  interests  and  sympathies  of  property  will 
go  with  them.    Academies  will  flourish,  and  take  a  high  rank  as  seminaries  of 
learning,  while  the  Public  Schools  will  barely  be  able  to  subsist,  or  attain,  at 
most,  to  mediocrity.    The  children  of  the  affluent  are  educated  in  the  one,  and 
the  children  of  those  whose  means  are  limited,  are  sent  to  glean  what  they  can 
from  the  other ;  and  if  this  state  of  things  does  not  kindle  up,  in  the  minds  of 
the  youth  in  these  opposite  schools,  a  feeling  of  consequence  and  supei;|ority 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  inferiority  and  degradation  on  the  other,  it  is  not  be- 
cause the  best  means  in  the  world  have  not  been  used  to  produce  this  eflect. 
Besides,  it  has  been  ascertained,  that  five-sixths  of  the  children  of  the  Com- 
monwealth depend  on  the  Common  Schools  for  their  education ;  and  if  these 
are  neglected,  or  but  poorly  provided  for,  the  five-sixths  must  be  more  or  less 
dependant  on,  and  subject  to  the  influence  o^  the  remaining  sixth,  whose  ad- 
vantages, and  consequent  superior  acquirements,  must  place  them  in  stations 
of  influence  and  power.    The  genius  of  our  republican  institutions,  contem- 
plates no  such  e^ct  as  this  from  the  school  system.    It  requires  that  the 
schools  be  well  endowed,  and  that  these  endowments  should  keep  pace  with 
the  wants  of  an  enlightened  and  improving  people ;  that  they  should  be  purged 
of  every  thing  inconsistent  with  the  purest  taste,  and  be  so  yarded,  watched 
over  and  provided  for,  as  to  leave  no  motive  in  any  to  send  children  into  other 
schools.    They  should,  in  short,  be  the  best  schools,  and  such  as  to  draw  with 
them  the  interests  of  all  who  have  children  to  educate.    Then  would  they  be 
worthy  of  a  republican  people.    Children  and  youth  of  all  classes  would  then 
be  assembled  toother  in  the  same  place,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  with  the 
same  common  objects  of  pursuit ; — ^knowing  no  distinctions  but  such  as  nature 
herself  has  made ;  forming  attachments  and  sympathies  which  are  increasing 
with  years,  and  fitting  them  to  discharge  the  duties  of  after-life  like  members  of 
the  same  household,  whose  interests  are  one,  and  who  are  happy  only  when  the 
good  of  the  whole  is  attained. 

That  these  schools  are  not  already  such  as  they  should  be,  is  because  we 
have  partially  lost  sight  of  the  very  groundwork  on  which  the  perpetuity  of  re- 
publicanism rests,  the  moral  and  mUUedwd  cvMvart  of  the  whoU  people, — and,  suf- 
fering our  afiections  to  be  engrossed  with  less  worthy  objects,  have  pernutted 
them  to  fall  into  neglect  and  disrepute.    And  is  not  every  year  showmg,  more 
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glunogly,  Um  eonsequences  of  tbiB  neglect  ?  A»  a  people,  are  we  not  liial  ru*- 
niDg  anur  other  than  the  legitimate  goda  ?  Is  not  the  golden  calf  rapidly  ac- 
quiring more  importance  in  our  eyea,  than  the  Author  of  wisdom  and  intellir 
genee?  Instead  of  aiming  to  be  intelligent,  virtuous  and  useful  citisrans  oft 
▼irtuouB  republic,  are  we  not  setting  our  eyes  upon,  and  even  joining  in  the 
kue-and-cry  and  scramble  after  places  of  trust,  because  they  are  pmces  ot 
profit  ?  *  *  If  these  things  may  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  what  the 
end  will  be,  unless  the  proper  remedy  is  seasonably  applied,  it  needs  no  pro}^ 
to  foretell.  Corruption  follows  diseased  action  in  the  body  politic  aa  well  as  ia 
the  body  corporal^and  ruin  and  death  follow. 

Fellow-citizens, — ^the  only  remedy  is  believed  to  be  in  the  perfection  of  the 
Common  School  system.  Make  that  what  our  institutions  require  it  should  be, 
and  our  liberties  and  free  principles  may  be  safely  left  to  the  care  of  posted^. 
But  neglect  it, — cleave  the  great  mass  of  our  youth  to  grow  up  in  ignorance,  ex- 
posed, as  they  will  be,  to  the  machinations  of  the  more  intelligent  and  crafty 
few,  and,  in  all  probability,  a  few  more  generations  will  wind  up  our  affiurs  as 
a  republic,  and  nothing  of  liberty  wiU  be  left  but  the  name. 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTEE^DuscAM  M.  B.  Thaxteh,  F.  R.  Whitwell,  Wm.  PatsoHi 
Samuel  Sawyer. 


K^AT  T     J?  Tin?  »  ^  (^)  Population,  6,562.    Valualion,  g932,060  50. 

(t)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  l,460^1n  Wialer,  1,577. 
(3)  Average  atteodance  in  the  Schools^In  Summer,  830— In  Winter,  925. 
|4)  No.  of  perMtts  belveen  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,771.— No.  of  persoos  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,  ]00.-.No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  70. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  110  mths  —In  Sammer,  58— In  Winter,  52. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.  4— F.  20.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M  14 — F.  11. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  mouth  including  l^^ard— To  Males,  jJ30  93— To  Females,  ^12  38. 

(8)  Average  vahie  of  board  per  month — Of  Ma!es,  $Z  92 — Of  Females,  $5  52. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ;^22  OO^Of  Females,  $!^  86. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teaeheis,  board  and  fuel,  j[4,d00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Publie  Scboolii,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept, Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoo 

Schools,  7.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  44.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  185 ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^640. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 
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Drake's  Constitution  of  the  U.  S. 

Selections  prom  Report.  *  •  In  our  monthly  visitations,  we  have  had 
an  eye  to  the  movements  both  of  the  teachers  and  the  tavght.  We  have  labored 
to  detect  and  reform  abuses;  to  point  out  and  remedy  deficiencies;  to  urge 
upon  teachers,  activity,  firmness,  fidelity,  decision ;  and  upon  pupils,  obedience, 
zeal,  diligence,  singleness  of  purpose,  and  the  principles  of  pure  morality.  And 
it  is  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  we  report  to  the  town,  that  a  large  majority  of 
the  schools  and  the  scholars  have  made  reputable  advances,  in  the  several  de> 
partments  to  which  they  have  been  devoted,  dtiring  the  past  year.  We  only 
regret  that  we  cannot  speak  thus  of  ail  our  teachers  and  pupils.    But  it  must 
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not  be  concealed  that  deficiencies,  (of  which  we  will  presently  speak,)  do  exist. 
On  the  whole,  however,  your  committee  believe,  that  the  order,  instructioDi 
progressive  improvement,  and  general  condition  of  the  Public  Schools  in  this 
town,  are  rather  rising  than  retrograding.    *    *    » 

Districts  No.  9  and  10  are  both  small,  also,  comprising  only  six  or  eight  fam- 
ilies each,  and  only  about  a  dozen  children  each,  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
sixteen.  If  these  districts  were  united  into  one,  the  school  would  even  then  be 
small.  As  they  are,  each  school  has  only  from  seven  to  fifteen  scholars,  and 
can  be  kept  only  for  a  short  portion  of  the  year.  Wei*e  they  united,  the  same 
amount  of  expense  would  double  the  time  of  keeping  the  school ;  and  the  in- 
ereased  number  of  scholars  would  tend  essentially  to  improve  the  movements  of 
the  whole.  Your  committee  believe  these  districts  are  so  located,  that  they 
might  be  united  with  but  little  inconvenience  to  any,  and  with  essential  advan- 
tage to  all ; — ^they  would  therefore  earnestly  recommend  the  union. 

We  speak  next  of  teachers.  In  more  than  half  of  our  Public  Schools,  we  are 
happy  to  say,  that  teachers,  well  qualified,  have  been  employed.  In  several 
schools,  teachers  have  been  employed,  who,  f  though  reluctantly  and  necessarily 
approved  by  your  committee,)  were  but  poorly  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  their  station.  The  wages  now  given  to  teachers  exceeds  what  is  given,  ex- 
cept for  the  more  profitable  kinds  of  mechanical  labor,  and  ought  to  command 
and  secure  better  qualifications  than  some  of  the  teachers  of  our  Public  Schools 
possess.  As  this  is  a  topic  of  great  moment  to  every  family  in  the  town,  we 
will  venture  a  remark  or  two  upon  it  Every  school  teacher  should  be  a  person 
of  good  plain  common  sense;  he  should  be  toeU  edticated;  he  should  be  a  person 
of  good  temper  and  of  entire  self-control ;  he  should  be  apt  to  teach ;  he  should 
possess  a  particular  fondness  for  teaching;  and,  above  all,  he  should  possess  the 
faculty  of  governing  his  pupils.  Such  a  teacher  will  gain  the  aflfections  of  his 
scholars,  and,  at  the  same  time,  secure  their  implicit  obedience.  It  is  as  desi- 
rable, and  almost  as  necessary,  that  men  should  be  born  school  teachers,  as 
poets  or  painters.  The  person  who  loves  to  teach, — who  loves  to  be  surround- 
ed, from  morning  till  night,  with  his  pupils, — who  loves  to  watch  their  progress, 
in  all  their  movements,  will  find  his  task  pleasant  to  himself  and  profitable  to 
them.  The  thousand  little  perplexities  with  which  every  teacher  must  meet, 
will  rarely  be  felt,  and  the  time  will  be  too  short  for  his  daily  exercises.  Such 
a  teacher  will  be  sure  to  succeed  any  where,  and  his  employers  and  pupils  will 
soon  learn  that  he  is  seeking,  (not  his  own  ease  and  emolument,)  but  tne  good 
of  the  rising  generation.  But  if  a  teacher  is  not  fitted  for  his  business,  and  does 
not  love  it,  and  if  his  grand  object  is  to  get  so  many  dollars  a  month ;  if  the 
time  in  school  hangs  heavy  upon  his  hands,  and  he  puts  his  watch  often  to  his 
ear,  and  wonders  when  the  six  hours  will  expire;  he  will  accomplish  little 
or  nothing  for  the  rising  generation.  There  is  one  other  essential  qualification 
of  a  teacher,  which  must  not  be  omitted, — ^he  should  be  a  person  of  good  moral 
principles.  Next  to  a  parendj  no  one  gains  such  an  infiuence  over  cnildren  as 
their  teacher.  If  he  be  a  man  of  high  moral  principle,  they  will  soon  find  it  out, 
and  be  ready  to  embrace  his  sentiments ;  and  the  price  of  such  a  teacher  is 
above  rubies ;  many,  in  after-life,  '*  will  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed."  But  i^ 
op  the  other  hand,  a  teacher  be  a  person  of  loose  and  depraved  moral  princi- 
ples, however  distinguished  his  talents,  he  is  totally  unfit  to  have  the  charge  of 
children.  Your  committee  would  earnestly  recommend  great  diligence  and 
care  in  procuring  good,  faithful  teachers.    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Orin  Fowler,  James  Ford,  G.  Williams,  J:  F.  Lind- 
SET,  Asa  Bronson. 


J?nr?T?TnTirM  5(1)  Population,  1,779.    Valuation,  5SQ2,676  4S, 

^  -n.^  rj  J.UYYiy^    ,      .      .       I        Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  40 — In  Winter,  467. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  28 — In  Winter,  302. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  j'ears  of  age  in  the  town,  499. — No.  of  persons  unde];^4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  56. 
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<6)  Aggragate  leagdi  of  the  Schools,  90  mths.  19  <la7s.-»Ia  Snimiiar,  26  3— Id  WlDt«r,  5  K. 

(6)  No.  of  Teacben  in  Summer— M.   — F.  2.— No.  of  Teachen  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  526  91- To  Females,  $15  17. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  f  7  98.— Of  Females,  $5  17. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-^Of  Males,  5I8  93— Of  Females,  5IO  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  gliS.  ^ 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^9. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  12.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  47^  mths.— Average  No.  orScholars,  248.— 
Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^480  55. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spe//ing»— New  York  or  Worcester's  Primer,  Webster^s  Elementary  Spelling 
Book,  National.  Reading — National  Reader  and  Introduction,  English  Reader,  Introduction 
and  Sequel,  Angell's  Series,  Bible.  Grammar — Ineersoli's.  Geography — Smithes  and  Par- 
ley's. AriihmeUe-'-ColbMTn's  Mental  and  Adams'  New,  Daboll's.  AU  others— Ui,  2d  and  3d 
Books  in  History,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Blake's  Philosophy, 
Webster's  School  Dictionary. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  Bible  has  sometimes  been  excluded 
from  schools,  but  for  the  sake  of  its  literature,  for  its  important  instruction,  and 
its  moral  influence  over  both  teachers  and  taught,  we  think  it  should  be  retain- 
ed in  our  whole  system  of  education,  from  the  infant  school  to  the  university. 

To  gain  a  perfect  uniformity  of  books,  will  be  the  work  of  some  years.  But 
the  advantage  of  securing  this  object,  must  be  evident  to  all.  For,  by  a  multi- 
plicity of  books,  the  number  of  classes,  and  the  labor  of  the  teacher,  must  be 
necessarily  increased.  Of  course  the  advantage  of  the  teacher's  attention  to 
each  scholar  must  be  diminished.  If  every  scholar,  then,  brings  what  books  he 
pleasesi  there  can  be  no  school ;  for  if  there  are  as  many  classes  as  scholars  in 
a  school  of  fifty,  the  teacher  can  devote  only  three  minutes  and  a  half  to  each 
in  half  a  day.  Or  if  there  ^be  twice  as  many  classes  as  necessary,  each  scholar 
has  only  half  as  much  instruction  as  he  might  have.  Hence,  no  p€u*ent  ought 
to  think  that  his  child  must  use  a  particular  book,  if  it  interferes  with  the  good 
of  the  school ;  or  that  he  must  commence  in  the  middle  of  the  book,  where  he 
left  off  last  year,  when  his  class  need  to  commence  at  the  beginning.  Re- 
viewing is  often  necessary ;  and  a  scholar's  knowledge  is  not  to  t)e  measured 
by  the  rapidity  of  his  progress  through  the  pages  of  the  book,  but  by  his  under- 
standing of  the  subjecL  Hesides,  it  is  for  the  pecuniary  advantage  of  parents, 
to  have  a  uniformity  of  books.  For  if  every  new  teacher,  or  any  one  else  may 
recommend  the  books  that  he  likes  best,  the  parent  must  be  continually  getting 
new  books ;  before  one  set  is  half  worn  out,  new  ones  must  be  pinrchased,  and 
the  bill  for  books  be  double  of  what  is  necessary.  By  introducing  improved 
books  gradually,  in  two  or  three  years,  uniformity  can  be  attained ;  and  even  if 
the  very  best  books  are  not  chosen,  it  will  be  better  than  so  great  diversity  as 
now  exists,  and  be  worth  a  little  present  sacrifice. 

The  committee  adopted,  early  in  the  year,  a  set  of  by-laws,  by  which  we 
would  be  governed,  in  the  examination  of  teachers,  and  concerning  orders  on  the 
treasurer ; — ^that  prudential  committees  be  required  to  give  us  bills  of  the  time 
their  schools  are  kept,  the  wages  per  month,  the  price  of  board,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  wood  and  price  per  cord;  and  that  they  be  required  to  inform  the  com- 
mittee of  the  beginning  and  close  of  their  schools,  that  we  might  visit  them  as 
the  law  requires,  &c.    *    •    * 

Some  districts  have  failed  to  have  a  school  for  a  whole  year,  and  sometimes 
nearly  two  years.  *  *  The  fact  is,  that  every  district  needs  a  school  eveiy 
year,  and  the  more  if  their  proportion  of  money  is  smalL  The  prudential  com- 
mittees are  frequently  not  chosen  till  late  in  the  autumn,  and  then  they  are 
obliged  to  be'  very  much  in  haste,  to  procure  a  teacher  in  season  ;  perhaps  ail 
who  will  teach  are  engaged.    Another  evil  also  follows.    The  time  is  fi^queot- 
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ly  0et  fbfr  the  school  to  commence,  and  the  teacher  is  not  ibund  till  kte,  and 
then  the  school  committee  are  perhaps  obliged  to  approbate  an  unqualified 
teacher,  to  save  trouble ;  or  he  will  even  commence  his  school  without  exami- 
nation, which  is  no  better  than  if  a  man  nominated  at  a  caucus,  should  assume 
the  office  of  town  clerk  or  selectman,  without  being  chosen  or  sworn.  It  is  the 
school  committee's  business  to  see  that  improper  and  unqualified  persons  do 
not  take  the  place  of  guides,  in  the  attainment  of  the  elementary  education,  and 
in  the  formation  of  the  mental  and  moral  habits,  of  our  children  at  school  If^ 
then,  an  agreement  is  made  unconditionally,  by  the  prudential  committee,  or  if 
time  is  not  given  to  obtain  another  teacher,  there  might  as  well  be  no  commit- 
tee for  examination.  Hence,  prudential  committees  ought  to  be  chosen  early 
in  the  year,  that  they  tnay  attend  to  the  summer  schools,  if  there  be  any ;  and 
that  they  may  look  out  in  season  for  their  winter  teachers.    *    *    * 

We  have  found  that  there  is  a  fiiilure  on  the  part  of  the  prudential  committees 
in  repairing  their  houses ;  and  it  seems  to  be  owing  to  the  fact,  that  the  law 
provides  no  direct  way  for  them  to  get  their  pay  of  the  district  If  a  tax  is  laid, 
the  expense  will  be  perhaps  five  or  ten  times  as  much  as  the  amount  to  be  col- 
lected ;  and,  therefore,  unless  the  prudential  committee  is  willing  to  pay  a  dol- 
lar or  two  out  of  his  own  pocket,  the  house  is  uncomfortable  for  want  of  a 
hinge,  a  door  latch,  or  a  lew  panes  of  glass.  One  house  has  been  without  sev- 
eral panes  of  glass,  or  hinges  to  the  stove  door,  and  for  a  while  with  one  side 
of  the  stove  falling  upon  the  fioor  a  dozen  times  a  day ;  another,  with  a  hole 
through  a  stove  bottom,  in  danger  of  burning  up;  another  without  a  door  latch  to 
one  door,  and  with  a  broken  stove  door ;  and  another  without  a  latch  to  one  door, 
or  hinges  to  the  stove,  and  with  the  floor  gone  for  two  or  three  feet,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  house,  with  sticks  of  wood  often  in  the  passage,  in  a  condition 
that  any  enterprising  fiu*mer  would  think  it  unsafe  for  his  sheep  and  cattle  to 
pass ;  but  it  was  fortunate  that  a  physician  lived  near,  and  more  so  that  he  was 
not  called  on  to  set  any  broken  limbs  of  the  children.  And  yet  who  can  blame 
them  for  not  having  these  necessary  repairs  done,  which  the  law  requires  them 
to  do,  ^  at  the  expense  of  the  district,"  if  they  must  pay  the  bill  themselves  ? 
Therefore,  since  me  town  may  pass  any  law  for  their  school  districts,  which  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  State,  we  would  suggest  whether  the  diffi- 
culty might  not  be  obviated,  by  a  regulation  like  the  following :  That  the  pru- 
dential committee  of  any  district  in  this  town,  on  presenting  proper  vouchers 
for  any  repairs  or  improvements  by  him  or  them  deemed  necessary  on  the 
schoofhouse  of  the  district,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  in  a  year,  to 
the  school  committee,  they  may  allow  the  same,  and  give  an  order  on  the  treas- 
urer for  the  amount,  and  also  give  the  assessors  of  the  town  a  certificate  thereof, 
and  they  shall  assess  the  same  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  with  their  next 
annual  tax.    (Adopted  by  the  town.)    »    •    * 

We  will  now  offer  a  few  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 
And  tkis  we  do,  rather  than  to  state  defects,  for  then  we  should  need  to  go  over 
the  whole  ground  again  to  show  the  remedy.  We  state  only  a  few  improve- 
ments, designedly  omitting  many  topics,  as  but  little  can  be  done  at  once ;  and 
if  too  much  ground  is  marked  out,  some  may  be  entirely  discouraged  from  at- 
tempting any  thing ;  and  by  showing  what  we  need,  and  can  easily  gain,  all  will 
readily  see  our  present  deficiencies. 

Andfirstf  concerning  teackars.  The  wages  now  given,  which  exceed  what  is 
given  except  for  some  of  the  more  profitable  kinds  of  mechanical  labor,  ought 
to  command  better  qualifications,  than  are  possessed  by  most  of  our  teachers. 
Because  a  young  man  or  woman  stands  high  in  the  district  school  as  a  scholar, 
it  is  not  certain,  that  the  proper  qualifications  for  teaching  and  governing  a 
school  are  possessed.  Who  would  want  a  blacksmith  to  turn  physician  a  part  of 
the  year  ?  or  a  cobbler  to  spend  the  summer,  when  he  had  no  shoes  to  work 
at,  in  doing  off  the  carpenter's  work  of  a  nice  house,  or  make  the  cabinet  work 
and  furniture  ?  But  would  this  be  any  more  unwise,  than  to  ask  a  farmer  or 
mechanic  to  teach  children  the  rudiments  of  education,  during  the  winter, 
merely  to  get  the  wages,  because  he  could  not  till  his  land,  or  build  houses? 
To  be  a  good  teacher,  needs  some  study  for  the  particular  purpose,  as  well  as 
to  do  any  other  business  well,  and  much  more  so ;  for,  if  your  lumber  is  spoiled 
in  making  furniture,  or  your  leather  in  making  shoes,  a  few  cents  can  repair 
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tfA  cbmngd)  twit  liow  catt  the  vpnilimg  of « child's  mind  or  manln^  by  «  qmtk 
in  leaching  be  repaired,  any  ittofe  Itmn  his  body  or  health  by  a  quaek  in  tnedi* 
mne  ?  In  order  to  teach  ¥reU,  a  man  needs  other  qualifioatioDa  than  mnrely  t 
knowledge  of  geom^hy,  grammar  and  arithmetic  ?  he  miut  be  apt  co  teach; 
to  impart  what  he  Knows.  He  must  have  atudied  the  science  of  teaching;  Ibr, 
even  if  he  has  attended  good  schools,  he  may  not  be  able  to  teach  in  the  same 
way ;  bshL  one  may  vicnt  a  well  regulated  school,  and  suppose  that  it  is  an  easy 
task,  but  by  the  trial,  perhi^  be  will  find  it  impossible  to  pursae  die  same 
kind  of  management  A  teacher  must  study  dispositions,  and  learn  the 
tmining  of  children  at  home,  if  he  would  direct  and  govern  diem,  so  as  to  have 
every  thing  go  along  pleasantly.  While  one  child  will  need  decision  and  sever* 
ity,  a  word  or  wish  is  sufficient  for  another.  Every  teacher  also  needs  to  learn 
the  best  and  most  approved  method  of  teaching  the  different  brsnches  attended 
to.  If  one  is  satisfied  to  go  on  in  the  old,  monotonous,  dry  way,  practised  many 
years  ago,  we  ought  to  let  him  know,  that  we  would  prefer  to  have  him  stay  at 
home,  and  take  care  oi  cattle,  or  chop  wood,  instead  of  offering  to  teach,  when 
he  has  never  learned  to  teach.  And  it  is  a  poor  excuse  for  him  in  examination, 
to  say,  that  he  has  not  attended  to  his  grammar  or  tuithmetic  since  his  last  win* 
tar's  school,  or  for  so  many  years.  Kindness  to  such  a  man,  and  justice  to  the 
scholars,  would  say  to  him,  **  go  ,home  and  work  at  your  trade,  and  not  offer 
yourself  to  play  the  quack,  in  curing  the  sick  bodies  of  yotnr  neighbor's  chil- 
<ken,  or  in  instructing  their  ignorant  minds."  The  lact  is,  it  is  ti^  teaekar's  husi- 
HiesB  to  qualify  himself  for  his  duties,  and,  if  he  is  paid  for  such  preparation,  he 
ought  to  be  expected  to  make  it.  It  is  time,  then,  that  the  school  committee 
require  instructers  to  be  acquainted  with  some  of  the  l>ook8  prepared  of  late 
for  the  direction  of  teachers.    *    *    * 

A  teacher  ought  to  love  his  employment ;  to  secure  the  affection  of  his  pupils  4 
to  be  able  to  interest  them  in  learning  for  its  own  sake ;  for  the  knowledge  to 
be  gained ;  to  make  them  love  their  studies,  by  making  them  pleasant,  and  by 
gratifying  the  natural  love  of  knowledge  possessed  by  every  mind.  He  should 
explain  the  different  subjects  attended  to,  in  language  adapted  to  the  compre- 
hension of  children ;  he  should  aim  to  direct  their  youthfiil  activity  to  study  in- 
stead of  play ;  to  have  their  efferts  well  directed;  to  learn  thoroughly,  and  in 
the  best  manner,  so  that  they  may  never  have  the  task  of  unleaminff  any  errors 
or  bad  habits  of  mind.  In  fine,  he  ought  ever  to  be  in  search  of  me  best  way 
to  teach,  to  find  instruction  in  every  thing,  to  entertain  and  improve  the  youth- 
ful minds  committed  to  his  charge.  To  read  and  spell,  and  teach  geography 
and  grammar,  is  not  all  he  has  to  do ;  he  may  find  endless  topics  suggested  by 
what  is  read  and  recited ;  and  by  the  sky,  air,  earth,  water,  trees  and  plants,  and 
by  the  various  works  of  art,  to  explain,  and  give  a  passing  remark  or  two,  which 
will  fill  the  youthful  mind,  continually,  with  wonder  and  delight  With  such 
a  kind,  pleasing,  instructive  teacher,  children  will  love  to  attend  school,  and 
hardly  any  thing  will  tempt  them  to  be  absent  a  single  day.  But  now,  the  ab- 
sence of  scholars  for  a  quarter  or  a  third  of  the  time,  on  an  average,  is  one  of 
the  greatest  hindrances  of  the  school^  It  is  sometimes  thought,  as  we  our- 
selves have  done,  that  in  attending  a  private  school  or  academy,  every  day's 
absence  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  tuition  bill ;  but,  when  we  suggested 
that  to  the  teacher  of  an  academy,  he  said,  that  every  one,  who  is  absent, 
ought  to  pay  double  price  for  the  time  he  is  away.  And  it  is  truly  so ;  for  every 
absent  scholar  not  only  injures  himself,  but  retards  the  class.    *    *    * 

As  to  springy  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason,  why  children  should  be 
kept  drilbng  on  unintelligible  words  for  half  a  dozen  years  of  their  first  school- 
going  days.  No  wonder,  that,  where  this  course  has  been  pursued,  children 
have  become  weary  of  school  and  hated  their  books.  It  is  dry,  toilsome  and 
uninstructive.  They  need  to  have  something  which  they  can  understand, 
about  which  they  can  think ;  for,  to  learn  to  think  correctly,  and  how  to  ex- 
press our  thoughts  in  language  and  in  writing  accurately,  is  a  very  important 
object  of  education.  True,  a  little  time  must  be  taken,  to  learn  the  letters  and 
their  uses ;  but  instruction  and  amusement  ought  to  be  mingled  with  it  As  soon 
as  they  can  pronounce  a  syllable,  set  them  to  read  easy  words ;  or,  better  still, 
let  them  learn  their  letters  by  the  use  of  sentences  composed  of  words  of  one 
triable ;  or  from  the  names  of  animals  and  familiar  objects  connected  witfa 
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their  pictarest  and  they  will  find  it «  pleasure.  Let  them  epeU  them  ea  «ii 
amuaeiiieot,  and  not  as  the  main  object,  iiet  them  also  have  slates  to  occupy 
them  a  pari  of  every  half  day,  and  they  wUl  soon  Jearn  to  make  letters^  figure^ 
pictures,  maps;  and  learn  to  write  considerably ;  besides  becoming  tolorabU 
readers  in  Uuw  ar/ow  years»— the  time  often  oonsumed  in  spelling  luonew  XiCt 
ev^y  chUd  in  school  have  a  small  slate,  or  a  part  of  one,  and  be  will  love  to  go 
to  sdtiooL  We  have  known  children  learn  to  write  very  well  at  five  and  seven 
years  old  by  the  use  of  the  slate  alone.  The  older  scholars,  who  can  write 
easily,  shomd  write  ten  or  ^een  words,  as  there  is  time,  every  day,  instead  of 
spelling.  This  is  all  the  practical  use  of  spelling,  that  we  make,  except  read- 
ing ;  and  spelling  is,  after  all,  mostly  learned  by  reading.  Those  who  spell  by 
the  ear,  may  giiesy  right,  but  let  them  spell  by  the  eye,  that  is,  in  writing  a  let* 
ter,  for  instance, — ^the  object  for  which  they  need  to  spell,  and  perhaps  half  of 
their  words  will  be  spelled  wrong.  We  have  known  some,  who  never  spelled 
in  the  common  way,  but  have  learned  by  reading  and  writing,  who  hardly  ever 
spell  a  word  wrong.  Hence,  if  reading  lessons  are  properly  studied,  the  older 
scholars  need  no  other  spelling  book ;  and,  by  these  improvements,  all  the 
studies  are  made  more  pleasant  and  interesting,  and  much  time  is  saved  for 
more  advanced  studies.  The  meamng  of  words  ought  also  generally  to  be 
given  in  spelling  in  either  way.  To  obtain  it  will  require  some  study,  but  that 
which  wilJ  he  well  repaid. 

In  readingy  the  rule  should  be  laid  down,  that  nothing  ought  ever  to  be  read 
in  school  but  what  is  understood  by  the  scholar.  Better  read  less,  and  give 
time  for  questions  and  explanations.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  sood  reader,  in 
a  country  where  almost  every  person  can  read.  Children  are  pleased  and  in- 
structed when  they  understand  what  they  read ;  and  this  fact,  with  the  import* 
ance  of  forming  such  a  habit,  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  taking  great  pains  to  at« 
tain  it.  The  most  approved  way  to  get  a  class  to  read  correctly  is,  to  have  them 
correct  each  other  by  holding  up  the  hand  when  a  mistake  is  discovered,  and 
the  teacher's  calling  upon  any  one  to  correct  it — when  the  sentence  is  read  again, 
till  it  is  read  correctly.  In  this  way,  the  interest  of  all  is  increased  in  the  exer- 
cise ;  all  become  critics  in  reading  and  improve  rapidly.  This  is  almost  an  en^ 
tire  contrast,  after  it  has  been  practiced  awhile,  to  the  common,  dull,  monoto* 
nous^  unintelligible  way  of  reading.  Almost  all  recitations  should  be  conduct- 
ed in  the  way  here  proposed  for  reading,  instead  of  answering  by  turns.  Thus 
a  mental  operation  is  commenced  in  the  mind  of  each  child,  when  a  question 
is  asked ;  while  in  the  common  way  it  is  too  often  the  case,  that  no  one  will 
think  of  any  question  but  what  conies  to  himsel£ 

Writing  being  commenced  on  the  slate,  will  save  'much  trouble,  and  ex- 
pense of  ink  and  paper ;  and,  at  the  age  of  ten  or  a  dozen  years,  children 
may  profitably  use  a  writing-book  If  this  branch  is  properly  attended  to  in 
school  in  this  way,  with  a  definite  half  hour  for  all  to  attend  to  it  together,— 
and  if  the  teacher  takes  any  good  degree  of  pains  with  the  school,  all  may  be- 
come good  writers,  and  save  the  expense  of  writing-schools,  except  for  some 
who  may  wish  to  make  extra  preparations  for  teaching  or  the  counting-room. 
Indeed,  every  study  should  have  its  fixed  hour  in  the  day,  and  a  list  be  posted 
up  by  the  teacher's  desk ;  for  where  so  much  is  to  be  done,  it  cannot  be  done 
weU  without  system. 

JHihmdie  needs  more  attention.  Children  can  begin  to  study  arithmetic  as 
soon  as  they  begin  to  count, — before  many  other  branches  are  intelligible. 
Hence,  all  the  scholars  in  every  school  should  be  taught  arithmetic,  and  in  a 
practical  mamier.  Ail  that  can  read  tolerably,  should  .study  Colburn's  First 
Lessons,  or  Mental  Arithmetic.  Many  questions,  a  child  of  five  or  six  years 
will  learn  in  one  winter,  to  answer  twice  as  quick  as  one  man  in  ten  can  da 
And  is  all  this  knowledge  of  numbers  of  no  value  ?  Many  pretend  to  go 
through  the  arithmetic  wiUi  the  slate,  and  drag  along  with  but  little  advantage, 
and  scarcely  any  understanding  of  the  subject,  for  want  of  that  knowledge  of 
mental  arithmetic  which  a  child  of  ten  years  can  get  in  one  winter.  We  hope 
that  parents  will  notice  these  facts. 

All  who  are  studying  arithmetic,  should  also  recite  in  classes.  It  is  as  neces- 
sary as  to  recite  in  grammar  or  geography.  Then  every  thing  can  be  made  in- 
telligible, learnt  thoroughly,  and  the  class  will  gain  much  from  one  another's 
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ezplanatioD'iB.  Bat  to  do  thiB,  every  schoolhoase  must  be  furnished  with  one  or 
more  Mack-boards,  on  which  questions  can  be  worked  out  before  a  whole 
class.  To  hear  a  class,  will  be  often  better  for  the  teacher,  than  to  work  out 
questions  for  individuals;  a  saving  of  time,  and  then  the  whole  would  have  the 
benefit  Sometimes,  too,  an  older  scholar  may  work  out  a  question  on  the 
black-board  for  a  younger,  and  save  the  teacher's  time.  The  black-board  wilt 
often  be  needed,  also,  by  the  teacher,  to  draw  maps,  to  write  directions  for  all 
the  school,  themes  for  writinj^,  and  frequent  daily  illustrations  in  teaching,  so 
that  no  school  ought  to  be  without  a  black-board.  The  teacher  ought  to  spend 
some  part  of  his  evenings  in  preparing  practical  questions  in  arithmetic,  in  ad- 
dition to  what  are  in  the  books, — ^in  store  accounts,  interest,  &c.,  to  be  copied  on 
slips  of  paper,  or  written  on  the  black-board,  for  the  classes  to  work  out;  also, 
miscellaneous  questions,  to  exercise  their  ingenuity  in  devising  rules  to  perform 
them.  The  books  do  not  make  arithmetic  sufficiently  practical.  All  the  tables 
should  be  recited,  till  the  whole  school  are  familiar  with  them.  The  want  of 
this  deprives  men  in  active  life  of  much  of  the  advantage  of  this  sciences.  *  *  * 

If  all  teachers  were  qualified,  too,  to  open  and  close  the  school  with  singing, 
or  a  short  prayer,  their  good  moral  influence,  and  the  ease  of  government  would 
be  greatly  increased. 

One  more  topic,  that  of  schoolhouses,  and  we  will  close.  When  we  say  all 
our  schoolhouses  are  more  or  less  inconvenient,  in  their  internal  construction, 
we  say  only  what  every  one  must  know,  who  has  carefully  attended  to  the 
subject  Seats  are  too  high,  and  without  backs,  in  many  cases ;  desks  are  too 
high,  badly  arranged,  iiouses  too  small,  out  of  repair,  and  unpleasantly  situated, 
— these  are  some  of  their  defects.  If  parents  could  only  have  their  minds  fixed 
upon  the  uncomfortable  state  of  these  houses,  and  feel  some  of  the  children's 
pains  and  aches  in  consequence ;  or  compare  them  with  the  conveniences  of 
their  meeting-houses,  or  of  their  own  dwellings,  or  of  their  barns,  it  seems  as  if 
they  would  be  ready  to  do  something  for  their  improvement.  They  need  not 
wonder  that  children  do  not  love  to  go  to  school  any  better.  If  a  few  dollars 
could  be  laid  out  in  a  year,  the  houses  would  soon  be  greatly  improved.  But 
especially  do  the  larger  schools  need  ciass  rooms,  where  the  teacher  may  send 
some  classes  to  be  heard  by  a  monitor.    *    *    * 

£very  school  should  have  abdl;  it  is  necessary  to  insure  punctuality.  If  ev- 
er^ factory,  where  there  are  forty  hands  at  work,  must  have  a  bell,  costing  from 
thirty  to  a  hundred  dollars,  then  every  school  can  afibrd  to  have  a  large  luand- 
bdlj  costing  a  dollar  or  two.  Every  prudential  committee  ought  to  buy  one, 
the  first  thing  he  does  after  the  house  is  repaired ;  and  the  teacher,  even,  could 
afford  to  pay  the  expense,  for  the  trouble  saved  to  him  every  month  would  be 
more  than  its  cost 

Most  schoolhouses  need  an  aperture,  in  the  ceiling,  for  ventilation.  Some- 
times they  will  get  too  warm,  and  then  it  is  necessary,  for  it  is  dangerous  to 
health,  to  open  doors,  or  even  to  let  down  a  window,  much  more  to  raise  one. 
Nature  is  bountiful  of  vital  air,  and  why  Should  we  be  unwilling  that  children, 
in  school,  should  enjoy  it  ?  Crowd  together  in  a  small  and  low  room,  fifty  or 
sixty  children,  and  let  a  person  enter  that  room  after  it  has  been  closed  one 
hour,  and  he  will  immediately  suffer  from  tlie  impurity  of  the  atmosphere, 
which  has  l)een  repeatedly  breathed ;  he  will  be  oppressed  with  drowsiness 
and  languor,  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  throw  off,  till  he  again  breathes  the 
fresh  air.  Hence  it  is  necessary  that  the  air  should  be  changed,  by  letting  that 
which  is  impure  and  the  lightest,  escape  at  the  top.    *    *    * 

The  committee  must  be  willing  to  work  long  and  hard,  before  all  that  needs 
to  be  done,  is  effected.  I'rudential  committees  need  to  do  their  duty  faithfully, 
in  gettine  good  teachers,  repairing  houses,  &c^  but  especially  in  visiting  the 
school  onen.  Parents  have  something,  also,  to  do,— all  have  a  part, — and  if 
each  will  come  up  to  the  work  like  one  man,  and  do  his  part,  the  work  may  be 
done.  Parents  may  encourage  punctual  and  regular  attendance, — get  childreo 
to  study  evenings,  question  them  about  their  studies  and  visit  the  schools, — yes, 
viaU  the  schools,  to  encourage  the  teacher  and  scholars.  If  you  have  never  seen 
the  inside  of  the  schoolhouse,  during  school,  let  every  one  have  the  courage  to 
go  in,  at  least,  once  a  year.  We  cannot  suppose  that  there  are  any  parents  that 
are  not  interested  in  the  education  of  their  children, — ^that  are  willing  to  haTO 
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tliem  grpw  up  in  ignonmco*  SomQ  are  iporo  interested  than  Qtbers.  but  tberq 
is  no  one  who  does  not  love  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  or  the  weliare  of  hi^ 
children,  *  •  We  must  believe  that  eveiy  parent,  if  he  is  interested  in  the 
9ul)ject,  may  he  willing  to  give  his  children  the  nest  education  the  district  schod 
can  afford.  We  cannot  suppose  that  for  the  want  of  a  few  cents  for  a  book,  of 
fi>r  necessary  repairs,  they  would  expose  their  children's  health,  or. deprive  them 
of  great  advaiitagea.  Parents  have  not  had  their  attention  called  to  the  evite  of 
our  schools,  or  to  the  remedy,  But  let  them  go  and  sit  in  the  schoolhouse  odq 
day,  and  they  would  be  quick  to  do  something.  It  is  not  the  thrifly  farmer  th«^t 
leaves  his  fences  down  to  have  his  crops  destroyed,  or  his  barns  with  boarder 
and  shingles  off  to  spoil  them  when  gathered,  and  his  granary  open  to  the  ver'? 
min  and  cattle.  It  is  not  the  parent  and  school  district  that  feel  a  deep  interest  iu 
the  education  of  the  rising  generation,  that  leave  the  schoolhouse  inconvenient 
and  out  of  repair,  or  the  little  learners  without  books, — the  tools  they  work 
with,' — when  the  evil  is  known  and  the  remedy  devised.  IiOt  each  one  do  whilt 
he  oao,  imd  vvhat  he  knows  to  be  his  duty  and  for  his  interest,  and  we  may  have 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  our  schools,  bv  the  Divine  smiles,  soon  elevated,  aa4 
earrying  numierous  blessings  to  every  house  and  every  child ;  and  blessings 
which  shall  endure  to  Uie  latest  generation. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— E.W.  Kobiiison,  Bsnj.Crane,  Jr.,  Ai.D|cir  Hatha^at,  Ja« 


■  I  ii»n   rH 


MAJSiSJ^l£4hU^  .      .      .       \      Number  of  Pablio  School.,  9. 
(S)  No.  of  Seholttfs  of  all  ages  in  ail  tbe  Scliooli-^Iii  Samiiier,  3S5-^In  Winter,  8S8. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Sammer,  170— In  Winter,  2d7. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  S67.— >No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  SI. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  36  mths. — ^In  Summer,  17— In  Winter,  19.  > 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.   — F.  6. — ^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ilk.  5 — F.  4t 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $^  73 — ^To  Females,  $H  29. 
<8)  Average  vaifi*  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gS  40— Of  Females,  gQ  44. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gil  33— Of  Females,  gl  85. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  incl^ding  oaly  the  iragi^s  fff 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  |f679  75. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  g 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       «— Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2.-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4— 'Average  No.  of  Scholars,  45.-^Agfrf- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  gfO, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  glJOOO  00.— Income  from  same,  g60  00. 

Books  used.— fifpe//tn,g^-Emersou's  New  National  and  Introduction,  Worcester's  Primer* 
Jleadirtg'^New  Testament,  National  Reader,  Introduction  to  ihe  same.  Young  Reader.  Gram- 
mot^— Smith's  Productive.  G^og-rapAy'— Woodbridge's  Universal,  Olney's,  smith's  and  Par-i 
ley^a.  ilr^meltc— Emerson's  Series  and  Smith's.  All  o<Aer«— History,  Parley's  Series, 
Goodrich's  U.  S.,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Comstock's  Astronomy,  Blake'4 
Chemistry  and  Webster's  Dictionary. 

RxMARK. — ^The  fund  belongs  to  ono  district 

SvLKcnova  from  Report.  *  *  District  Na  1,  *  •  Th«  9i>boolbouse 
IB  considered  by  your  committee  to  be  in  a  good  condition,  for  the  number  of 
scholars  that  usually  attend.    *    ^    * 

District  No.  6.  *  *  Schoolhouse  very  poor ;  they  need  a  new  one.  It 
cannot  be  expected  that  children  will  pay  proper  attention  to  study,  when  con- 
fined in  a  house  having  no  convenience,  and  which  tune  und  the  hands  of  youtft 
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bare  mostly  rent  asunder.  The  house  we  should  think  hardly  fit  for  a  steble, 
much  less  for  a  school-room.    *    *    ^ 

We  believe  that  much  of  the  money,  that  is  appropriated  for  the  Public 
Schools  in  this  town,  is  thrown  away  by  ttie  injudicious  management  of  agents, 
in  neglecting  to  find  and  engage  intelligent,  active,  and  well  educated  teachers, 
at  least  the  season  previous  to  tlie  term ;  consequently,  they  are  obliged  to  take 
such  as  they  can  get  at  the  time,  and  of\en  have  to  pay  them  more  wages  than 
if  they  were  seasonably  engaged.  A  decidedly  bad  influence  is  also  exerted  by 
parents  neglecting  to  visit  the  schools  themselves,  and  by  their  failing,  in  manv 
instances,  to  cooperate  with  the  teachers  in  theur  labors,  in  the  steady  attend- 
ance of  their  children,  and  neglecting  to  procure  the  necessary  books  for  their 
use ;  also,  by  the  poor  condition  and  bad  construcdon  of  our  schoolbouses.  *  *  * 

Parents  are  bound  to  secure  the  steady  attendance  of  their  children,  during 
the  term.  This  is  an  essential  part  of  their  duty.  Perhaps  there  is  nothing 
which  contributes  so  largely  to  the  perplexities  of  a  teacher,  and  to  the  injury 
of  our  Public  Schools,  as  irregular  attendance.  Nothing  but  sickness  should  be 
an  excuse  for  absence.  And  besides  this,  it  seems  to  us,  there  can  be  no  good 
reason  for  keeping  a  scholar  from  school.  It  damps  our  minds  to  witness  for 
what  trivial  causes  many  of  the  children  are  kept  from  our  schools.  Who  can 
compute  the  amount  of  idle  habits  in  study,  having  their  foundation  in  that  in- 
difference to  education,  which  for  some  trifling  errand,  permits  the  child  to  be 
away  from  his  'class,  and  thus  practically  teaches  him  to  attach  litde  Importance 
to  education  or  study.    *    •    • 

Your  committee  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  that  districts  Na  4  and  5  *  * 
would  appropriate  their  money  more  advantageously,  if  the  scholars  above  ten 
years  of  age,  in  both  districts,  were  united,  and  formed  .into  a  separate  school 
and  put  under  the  tuition  of  a  male  teacher ;  and  all  under  ten  yoars,  formed 
into  separate  schools,  and  put  under  the  care  of  female  teachers.  This  arrange* 
ment  has  been  adopted  in  other  towns,  with  signal  advantages  to  the  senior  and 
junior  classes  of  the  scholars.    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Jonathan  Farr,  Samuxl  Hurt,  William  F.  Pkrrt,  Ja- 
cob Dean,  Albert  AIorton. 


NE  W  BEDFORD  \  ^^^  PopolailoD,  n ,304.    ValualioB,  53;857,097  40. 

'     *       C        Number  or  Public  Schoob,  SI. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer  1,445— In  Winter,  1,443. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Scboob— lu  Summer,  l,139^Jn  Winter,  1,144. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  betMreea  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  2,707.^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  Sa 
{P)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  234  mths.— In  Summer,  ISO— In  Winter,  114. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  8— F.  22.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  10— F.  SI. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  f  49  66— To  Females,  j^l  Oi. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  £14  00— Of  Females,  £7  44. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $^  6Q— Of  Females,  ^13  60. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5 11,600. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $      . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  IS.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  fiO— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $IJX0, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  34.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  274.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  633. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $6^032, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Booas  u»D.— £rpe//tii^— Cummings*.    i2ea</tfig^Pierpout's  Young  Reader,  Worcester's 
Pnmer,  2d,  3d  and  4ih  Books,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader.    Gfroiwiwr— Parker's  and  ExckI- 
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aes.  Cfeegmpluf^lUWt^  Smith's,  Woodbrid^'s  and  Willard's.  if  nMm<<u>— Emerson's  1st, 
M  and  dd  Books.  All  olherg — Goodrich's  HiHlory,  Wilkins'  and  Guy's  Astronomy,  Webster's 
Dictionary,  Bailey's  and  Colburn'o  Algebra,  Foster's  and  Kobinson's  Bcmk-keepiug,  Wayland's 
Moral  Science  and  Political  Economy,  Sullivan's  Political  Class  Book,  Comstock's  f^atural 
Philo<(ophy,  Ty tier's  General  History,  Pierce's  Trigonometry,  Pierce  and  Gruud's  GeomeUy, 
Newman's  Rhetoric,  Keith  on  the  Globes. 

RRMAass.— The  thirty-four  schools  returned  under  the  head  of  Private 
Schools,  are  all  kept  by  females.  A  large  portion  of  tlie  children  in  these 
schools  are  under  4  years  of  age. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  school  committee  *  *  are  grati- 
fied to  have  it  in  their  power  to  state,  that  the  institutions,  with  the  care  of 
which  they  have  been  charged,  have  been  silently,  but  efficiently  fulfilling  the  de- 
sign of  their  establishment.  Their  history,  for  the  past  year,  has  been  marked  by 
no  unusual  or  striking  event;  and,  in  relation  to  their  condition  generally,  we 
have  only  to  say,  that  it  has  been  quite  as  satisfactory  to  those  who  have  watch- 
ed them  with  the  deepest  interest,  as  nt  any  former  period 

Most  of  the  school  houses  are  in  good  order,  convenient  both  in  situation  and 
internal  arrangement;  and  they  reflect  credit  upon  the  lil)erality  of  our  citizens* 
Two  of  them,  however,  require  notice  upon  this  occasion.  That  un  William 
street  is  unfavorably  located,  and  we  feel  that  we  should  neglect  an  urgent 
duty  were  we  to  omit  suiting,  as  our  firm  conviction,  that  the  children  attend- 
ing that  school  are  deprived  of  a  large  part  of  the  t>enefit  they  might  derive 
from  it.  if  it  were  situated  on  some  more  (uvorable  spot  Placed  as  it  is,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  a  steam  engine,  trip  hammer  and  other  annoyances,  the 
amount  of  interruption  'occasioned  can  only  be  appreciated  by  tho5e  who  visit 
the  school.    *    •    * 

The  committee  desire  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  parents,  and  the^  feel  that 
they  cannot  do  ic  too  strongly,  the  necessity  of  manifesting  a  greater  mterest  in 
the  progress  and  improvement  of  their  children.  Too  many  suppose,  that 
when  they  have  once  placed  the  child  wjthin  the  doors  of  the  schoolhouse, 
their  part  of  the  great  work  of  instruction  is  accomplislied ;  and  they  rarely,  if 
ever,  visit  the  school  again.  The  chilil,  having  such  strong  evidence  of  paren- 
tal indiffisrence  before  his  eyes,  becomes  equally  careless,  and  indifferent  to  his 
daily'tasks,  and  at  length,  the  parent  discovers,  that  much  precious  time  has 
been  wasted  without  any  apparent  profit. 

If  parents  could  be  induced  to  call  at  the  schools,  to  watch  over  their  gene- 
ral condition,  to  inquire  into  the  detail  of  their  administration,  to  hear  some  of 
the  classes,  and,  by  their  presence,  to  show  that  they  renWyfed  the  interest  so 
generally  professed,  in  the  moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  their  ofl»pring, 
2iey  would  do  more  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  our  schools,  than  the  annual 
outlay  of  much  money  could  accomplish. 

It  has  for  many  years  been  the  practice  of  the  committee,  to  ^ive  public  no- 
tice of  the  regular  quarterlv  examinations,  and  to  invite  all,  who  feel  an  interest 
in  the  subject,  to  attend.  The  result  has  been,  that,  at  some  of  the  schools,  not 
a  parent  has  attended ;  in  others,  one  or  two  only  ;  and  the  greatest  number 
ever  assembled  at  an  examination  of  one  of  the  primary  schools  has  not  ex- 
ceeded thirty.  The  presence  of  a  numerous  com|>any,  upon  these  occasions, 
would  have  a  most  salutary  effect,  both  upon  teachers  and  pupils;  and  it  is 
hoped,  that  our  successors  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  more  general  in- 
dication of  interest  in  this  matter,  not  only  on  examination  days,  but  every  day. 
The  schools  are  always  0[)en  for  the  admission  of  the  parents  and  friends  uf  the 
pupils^  and  their  frequent  attendance  is  most  earnestly  desired. 

Another  particular,  to  which  we  feel  constrained  to  ask  the  attention  of  par- 
ents, is  the  lamentable  want  of  attendance,  which  so  generally  prevails  in  our 
schools  Is  it  not  in  the  power  of  parents,  to  do  much  to  prevent  this  great, 
this  incalculable  waste  of  time  and  money?  Can  they  not,  by  refraining  from 
employing  their  children  upon  trifling  and  frivolous  occasions  during  school 
hours,  in  some  degree  promote  their  more  regtilar  and  punctual  attendance  ? 
Upon  the  fiareuts,  alone,  the  responsibility  of  this  matter  must  rest    The  com- 
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mittee  have  done  all  \n  their  power  to  prevent  the  evil,  and  diejr  now  eall  upon 
parents  and  guardians  for  their  cooperation.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COAf  MITTEE.— TuoB.  A.  Grikmx,  Samuel  Rodman,  S.  Msnihxw.  Geo. 
W.  Baker,  Henrt  H.  Crapo,  James  B.  Cohgdoe,  Pelxo  Clark,  William  Howe, 
Horatio  A.  Kkmptoh,  Bemj.  S.  Rotcu,  J.  U.  W.  Page. 


Arn  »  n^n  at  J  (^)  PoP"Ja*»on»  ^»^-    Valuation,  5879,568 %. 

jyUItl  Uiyj       ....       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

fZ)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Sommer,  346— In  Whiter,  409. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  290— In  Winter,  270. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  395.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  24. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  37  mlhs.  7  days. — In  Summer,  18  14^Iu  Winter,  18  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teaebers  in  Winteiu.M.  8— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  inclading  board— To  Males,  g26  56— To  Females,  gll  00. 
(9)  Average  value  of  board  per' month— Of  Males,  56  69— Of  Females,  g4  46. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5I8  87— Of  Females,  f  6  54. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  %  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $100. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.— Averaf^e  No.  of 
Scholars,  4A.—- Aggre|i^te  paid  for  tuition,  59^* 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Coasmoa 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  la— Average  No.  of  Scholan,  SO^^A^gre- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^05  65. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  5 

BdoKs  USED. — fi^/^tr^— Cumminn',  Emerson's.  JS^atfif^^-^Testatnent,  First  Clas^  Book. 
gfawtwa/^^Alger^s,  Murray's,  Smith's.  ilrtfAmettc-^Adams',  Smith's:  AU^htrw  ■  Watts  oa 
the  Mind,  Gomstock's  Philosophy,  Blake's  Astronomy. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  great  object  of  schools  is,  to  fit  and 
prepare  the  sul^eets  of  them,  not  only  to  become  wiser  and  better,  l9ut  to  qual- 
ify them  to  be  good  citizens,  useful  to  the  community  in  which  the3r  realde,  and 
omasieDts  to  society.  While  discharging  our  duties,  we  were  gratified  to  find 
tbait  the  general  appearances  of  our  schools  were  respectable,  and  in  most  in- 
stances creditable  to  teachers  and  scholars.  But  we  woidd  observe,  that  a  defi- 
ciency appeared  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  in  not  understanding  the  subject 
matter  of  many  of  their  studies.  We  found  many  pupils  who  appeared  more 
anxious  to  pass  quickly  over,  than  thoroughly  to  comprehend,  their  lessons. 
This  remark  applies  more  particularly  to  the  study  of  arithmetic.  We  also  say 
that  the  exercise  of  reading,  in  some  of  our  schools,  seemed  more  a  mechanical, 
than  a  mental  performance, — being  confined  to  the  mere  calling  of  words, 
which  conveyed  no  ideas  to  the  mind..  We  mention  these  things,  in  order  that 
all  to  whom  the  education  of  the  young  is  entrusted,  may  labor  to  correct  tbenu 

JBut  while  we  are  happy  to  report  that  most  of  our  schools  are  in  a  prosper- 
ous condition,  and  have  been  improving  the  past  year ;  and  whilst  we  have  the 
ebeering  belief  that  the  public  mind  has  here  been  aroused  from  the  apathy,  it 
has  heretofore  manifested  on  this  subject ;  still,  many  things  which  have  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  their  future  prosperity,  constrain  us  to  say  that  much  re- 
Biains  to  be  done,  before  our  schools  will  become  what  they  may, — and  in  &ct 
what  they  ought  to  be.  And  we  desire  at  this  time,  to  awaken  a  deeper  inter- 
est in  the  cause  of  education,  by  pointing  out,  in  a  friendly  manner,  some  of  the 
delects  in  our  present  system,  which  must  be  corrected,  or  much  of  otir  labor 
aend  expense  will  be  inevitably  lost 

1st.  The  irregular  attendance  of  the  scholars,  is  a  great  injury  to  our 
schools.    •    •    • 
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M.  W^'ffduld  ve<9DDiiii€fMl  that  did  pmdeniHd  eommitteesor  tbediatrielv  be. 
early  in  the  fielection  of  their  instructers,  and-^ndeaTor  to  fnroeure  good,  rather 
tfaan  cheap  teechers.  They  should  gire  encouragement  to  none  but  those  who 
are  geraoiiaily  known  to  them,  or  who  come  well  recommended.  They  ehould 
also  seek  to  obtain  those  who  will  exert  a  salutary  moral  influence.  The  law 
requires,  that  all  instructers  of  youth  <<  exert  their  best  endeavors  to  impress 
their  mhids  with  die  principies  of  piety,  justice,  and  a  sacred  regard  to  truth, 
love  to  their  countiy,  humanity,  and  imiversal  benevolenoe,  sobriety,  iotdustiy 
and  frugality,  chastity,  moderation,  t^iiperance,  and  those  other  virtues,  which 
are  the  ornaments  of  society,  and  the  basis  upon  which  a  lepul^caa  constitution 
is  founded."  Your  committee  believe  that  these  virtues  ought  to  be,  and  may  be 
mught  in  every  school,  without  any  charge  of  exercising  a  sectarian  influence. 

3d.  Believing  education  to  be  the  most  important  of  human  duties,  we  ear- 
nestly recommend,  that  a  more  liberal  appropriatiou  be  made  ibr  its  support. 
Parsimony,  practised  in  this  matter,  often  deieats  its  own  end.  To  save  a  few 
hundred  dollars  on  the  expenses  of  our  schools,  may  appear  to  some  a  prudent 
calculation.  But  so  long  as  the  remark  holds  ffood,  that  ^noi-ance  is  the  patent 
of  pauperism  and  crime,  and  that  the  general  diffiision  of  knowledge  among  all 
cla896s  of  society,  is  the  cheapest  antidote  against  these  evils,  the  economy  above 
aUoded  to,  can  have  little  to  recommend  it,  on  the  score  of  sound  policy. 
When  we  urge  you  to  bestow  a  larger  sum  for  the  support  of  education,  than 
heretofore  has  been  granted  for  this  purpose,  we  are  not  asking  you  to  expend 
your  money  for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many ;  we  do  not 
afilc  you  to  contribute  for  the  construction  of  a  turnpike  or  railroad,  which 
might  cross  some  remote  comer  of  the  town,  from  which  few  of  us,  compara- 
tively, would  receive  any  benefit ;  but  we  ask  you  to  give  where  you  may  be 
sure  of  receiving  the  greatest  possible  reward, — ^the  consciousness  of  having 
bestowed  on  your  children  an  amount  of  good  which  exceeds  calculation. 

4th.  As  it  respects  the  schoolhouses,  most  of  them  are  in  good  repair,  but 
destitute  of  the  means  of  ventilation.  It  is  desirable,  and  highly  important,  that 
this  improvement  should  be  made.  *  *  The  house  in  No.  —  is  totally  unfit 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used.  To  say  nothing  of  the  outside  appear- 
ance of  this  edifice,  (which  all  who  have  leisure  and  inclination  can  examine 
for  themselves,)  we  will  pass  the  threshhold,  and  view  its  interior  construction. 
The  seats  sare  arranged  on  all  sides,  facing  the  centre.  Consequently,  the  back 
of  the  teacher  must  at  all  times  be  turned  to  some  of  the  scholars.  There  is  an 
open  space  in  the  centre,  in  which  a  stove  is  located.  To  this  is  afllxed  about 
25  feet  of  pipe,  having  four  right  angles.  The  natural  consequence  of  this  is, 
that  the  air,  in  the  upper  regions  of  the  room,  is  rendered  almost  insupportably 
hot,  while  the  cracks  in  the  floor  cause  it  to  be,  in  the  lower,  intolerably  cold. 
This  is  just  the  reverse  of  what  it  should  be.  And  the  scholars  have  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  first  line  of  the  old  couplet  taught  them  in  the  nursery,  and  to  be 
used  as  a  means  to  preserve  health, 

"  The  feet  warm,  and  head  cold/' 

has  floated  down  the  stream  of  time  bottom  upward.  We  have  heard  of  school- 
rooms where,  by  walking  ^ve  steps,  a  person  might  experience  the  different 
temperatures  of  the  five  zones ;  here  he  would  be  saved  the  trouble  of  moving, 
for  he  might  experience  the  different  degrees  of  heat  and  cold  in  the  different 
zones  and  not  change  his  place.  The  size  of  this  house  is  22  feet  by  18, — 8 
feet  high.  The  entry  takes  about  2  feet  from  the  length,  leaving  the  room  20 
by  18  fleet  for  the  school-room,  to  accommodate  between  fifty  and  sixty  schol- 
ars. Allowing  one  third  of  them  to  be  absent,  thirty-four  will  be  left  to  attend 
school.  According  to  the  most  accurate  and  scientific  chemists,  one  individual 
respires  and  contaminates  6,500  cubic  inches  of  pure  air  in  a  minute ;  thirty- 
four  would  respire  221,000  cubic  inches  in  the  same  time.  In  less  than  twen- 
ty-five minutes,  all  the  air  in  such  a  room  would  be  contaminated,  if  fresh  sup- 
plies were  not  provided.  We  grant  that  some  fiesh  air  is  admitted,  by  the  nu- 
merous cracks  and  crevices  on  all  sides,  but  allowing  one  half  for  this,  in  less 
than  forty  minutes  all  the  aur  is  rendered  unfit  for  breathing.  From  these  cal- 
culations, you  must  see  how  soon  the  air  of  a  school-room  becomes  unfit  to 
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mutaio  tiia  aaiiiM]  powwa,  and  how  unfiiTomUe  to  vigorous  mental  ezertioii  such 
a  coutaminated  atinosphere  must  prove  to  be.  Theae  facts  sliow  bow  unsuita- 
ble such  a  house  .must  be  to  preserve  the  health,  or  promote  the  iotellectutil  im- 
provement of  your  children.  And  we  sincerely  hope  it  will  be  set  aside  be- 
fore another  winter,  and  numbered  only  with  tlie  things  that  were. 

With  respect  to  furniture,  apinuatns,  &c  our  schools  are  entirely  desti- 
tute, even  of  **  black-boards."  We  think  a  little'  expense  in  this  way,  such  as 
purchasing  maps  and  globes,  would  lie  amply  repaid  by  the  incressed  interest 
children  would  take  in  our  schools,  and  by  the  more  rapid  advancement  they 
would  make  in  their  several  studies. 

We  would  also  remind  our  citizens  that  provisions  have  been  made  by  our 
Legislature,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  school  libraries,  and  that  a  collection 
of  original  and  selected  works  are  now  publishing,  under  the  sanction  of 
the  **  Board  of  Education,"  for  this  purpose.  *  *  If  the  inhabitknts  of  this 
town  will  improve  this  privilege,  placed  within  their  reach,  and  prove  its  utility 
by  actual  experience,  they  will  confer  a  fiir-rcaching  benefit  on  tiie  rising  gene- 
ration. 

In  the  last  place,  we  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  sincere  regret  that  the 
parents  and  guardians  manifest  so  little  interest  m  the  success  of  our  schools. 
AKler  all  that  has  been  said,  in  our  hails  of  legislation  and  our  publh;  journals, 
upon  the  importance  to  a  free  and  independent  |ieople,  of  a  good  education, 
there  are  many  among  us  who  have  no  adequate  notion  of  its  value.  This 
want  of  a  pro|ier  estimate  of  its  worth  will  show  itself  in  various  ways.  One 
man,  on  the  slightest  occasion,  keeps  his  son  from  school ;  another  refuses  to 
furnish  the  various  facilities  deemed  necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
study.  These,  and  other  causes  that  could  be  named,  render  the  task  of  the 
teacher  much  more  arduous  than  it  otherwise  would  be.  If  parents  wish  to  see 
the  cause  of  education  prosper,  they  must  yield  it  tiieir  cordial  cooperation  and 
support.  They  should  form  an  early  acquaintance  with  the  teacher,  who  labors 
so  assiduously  for  their  welfare  and  the  welfare  of  their  children.  No  one 
should  neglect  to  visit  him  in  the  school-room,  and  then  excuse  himself  by  say- 
ing he  has  no  influence.  All  who  give  this  suggestion  a  moment's  considera- 
tion, will  be  convinced,  that  their  presence  in  the  school-room  will  produce  a 
favorable  result  Hy  becoming  familiar  with  their  teacher  and  entering  heartily 
into  the  plans  of  improvement  he  may  suggest,  they  will  strengthen  his  hands 
and  encourage  his  heart,  while  toiling  in  the  discharge  of  what  has  been  called 
his  ^^  thankless  duties."  He  will  see  that  he  is  not  left  to  contend,  single  handed 
and  alone,  while  laboring  to  restrain  the  evil  passions  of  youth  and  endeavoring 
to  impress  on  their  minds  the  love  and  practice  of  virtue.  When  this  recipro- 
cal friendsht|)  has  been  formed  and  cemented  by  acts  of  kindness  on  the  |Nirt 
of  parents,  tio  credence  will  tte  given  to  the  reports  of  idle  children,  who  dis- 
like wholesome  restraint  and  would  therefore  make  it  appear  that  they  had 
been  greatly  injured.  Thus  many  of  the  causes,  which  create '-jealousies  in 
neighborhooils  and  disturb  the  peace  of  society,  will  be  effectually  removed, 
while  the  earnest  desire  and  constant  aim  of  each  and  all  will  be,  to  increase 
the  means  and  improve  the  system  of  |K>pular  education.    *    *    • 

Parents, — ^sow  the  seeds  ot  instruction  in  your  son's  and  daughter's  mind. 
Spcre  no  reasonable  labor  or  expense  to  nourish  their  growth,  by  providing  the 
best  of  teachers, — the  best  of  books, — the  best  school-rooms     1'hey  will  then 

grow  up  and  bear  fruit,  and,  though  adverse  circumstances  may  threaten  its 
estniction,  it  will  live  and  flourish  long  after  your  names  have  been  forgotten. 
In  taking  our  leave,  we  cannot  but  present  to  the  prudential  committees,  the 
teachers,  scholars  and  parents,  our  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  kind  feel- 
ings they  have  manifested  and  expressed  toward  us ;  and  we  hope,  in  the  elec- 
tion of  our  successors,  the  town  will  fix  on  those  who  will  be  more  competent,  dili- 
gent, fairiiful  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties.  If  you  all 
aid,  to  the  extent  of  your  means,  in  this  great  and  imfmrtant  work,  you  can, 
with  confidence,  anticipate  the  harvest  promis^ed  to  those  who  "sow  boun- 
tifully." 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Zebulon  P.  White,  Geo.  B.  CaASE. 
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P  A  TV T Tin  TTJi^nn  5  ^ ' )  Population,  1 ,8^1 .    Vahmttoii,  JffiSlySlO  95. 

X-A  W  1  U  O  AXi  X  ,       .       .       {        j^^^j^^  ^^  p^j^,.^  Schools,  5. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholan  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  66— In  Winter,  347. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  55— In  Winter,  278. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  t>etween  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  539.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  16  mths.  14  days.— la  Summer,  5  4^^In  Winter,  U. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^^M.   — F.  2.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  59000— To  Females,  51^08. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^10  00 — Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  520  00— Of  Females,  5^  08. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— 'Aggregate  of  months  kept,  l<4.^^Average  No,  of 

Scholars,  30. — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5^40.  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  7. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  2j|. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  180.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  JI^Q. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        .—Income  from  same,  5 

Books  used. — Spelling — Union,  Nos.  1, 2, 3, 4.  JR«a(/zn^— Union,  Nos.  1, 2,  3,  4,  National 
Reader,  Testament.  Grammar — Smithes.  Oeographf — OIney's,  Parley's  and  Hall's.  Arith- 
fliitfltc— Emerson's  Ist,  2d  and  3d  Parts,  Smith's  and  Coiburu's.  Ail  o^i«rs— Blake's  Natural 
Philosophy. 

Remark. — ^The  length  of  the  Private  Schools  is  given  for  one  district  only. 

Selkctions  from  Report.  *  *  While  your  committee  have  seen  much 
to  afiprove  in  the  diligence  and  fjerseverance  of  teachers,  and  in  the  conduct 
and  improvement  of  scholars,  they  must  yet  say,  they  have  regretted  some  de- 
ficiences  in  government  and  modes  of  instruction  in  the  teachers,  and  much 
want  of  interest  and  wanton  waste  of  time,  in  the  scholars.  On  the  whole, 
however,  your  committee  would  say,  their  opinion  is  that  there  has  been  some 
decided  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  our  Public  Schools.  There 
are  yet  wanting,  more  energy  and  strictness  in  the  government,  more  system  in 
the  modes  of  teaching,  more  uniformity  in  the  books  used,  more  industry,  im- 
plicit obedience,  and  ]>unctuality  of  attendance,  and  more  interest  among  par- 
ents in  the  intellectual  and  moral  training  of  their  children.  Your  committee 
will  distinctly  state  their  conviction  of  the  imperative  duty,  resting  upon  all 
parents  and  guardians,  to  cooperate  with  the  teacher  in  enforcing  every  regu- 
lation of  government,  in  securing  uniform  and  punctual  attendance,  and  a  tho- 
rough attention  to  the  lessons  assigned  by  the  teacher ;  they  should  nev^r  speak 
aganist  the  teacher  in  the  hearing  of  the  children ;  but,  if  they  find  any  thing  to 
censure,  let  them  speak  privately  to  the  teacher,  and  thus  avoid  the  danger  of 
im^iairing  his  authority,  or  weakening  his  itifluence. 

Your  committee  would  also  respectfully  suggest  to  the  town,  the  plan  of  unit- 
ing in  one,  the  three  districts  in  the  village,  and  then  of  dividing  the  scholars 
into  departments,  according  to  their  progress  and  standing.  Your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  a  great  saving  of  time  to  the  teachers,  inasmuch 
as  it  will  enaide  the  teachers  of  the  sevend  departments  more  perfectly  to  clas- 
siiy  the  scholars.  It  will  also  be  a  great  saving  of  the  money  of  the  town,  inas- 
much as  it  will  avoid  the  necessity  of  employing  a  male  teacher  to  teach  the 
alphabet,  which  can  be  better  done,  and  with  one  third  of  the  expense,  by  a 
iemale,  than  by  a  male  teacher.  On  the  present  system,  the  man  who  ought 
to  be  teaching  arithmetic,  grammar,  advanced  treatises  of  geography  and  pen- 
manship, must  sftend  much  of  his  time  in  teaching  the  al|ihabet  and  spelling. 
It  is  poor  economy  to  employ  a  man,  at  high  wages,  to  do  what  can  be  iar  bet- 
ter done  by  a  female  at  far  reduced  wages. 

Your  committee  would  therefore  say,  let  there  be  but  one  district  in  the  vil- 
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lage,  and  let  there  be  employed  as  inaDy  female  teachen,  as  the  number  of  the 
small  scholars  shall  render  necessary.  Let  one  teach  to  all,  the  alphabet  ana  the 
simplest  rudiments  of  spelling  and  reading.  Let  the  neit  take  them  from  her 
hands,  and  carry  them  through  the  next  oegree  of  progress,  and  then  another, 
until  they  are  sufficiently  advanced  to  come  under  the  nand  of  the  master,  who 
shall  be  a  general  superintendent  of  the  whole,  and  a  thorough  disciplinarian 
and  competent  teacher.  Your  committee  thus  hint  the  ouuines  of  a  plan, 
which  is  adopted  in  many  towns  with  the  most  decided  success.    •    *    « 

Disbrid  ^o.  5.  The  inhabitants  of  this  district  have,  durinff  the  past  year, 
erected  a  very  neat  and  commodious  building  for  a  public  schoolhouse,  suffi- 
cient for  the  accommodation  of  sixty  scholars,  the  dimensions  of  which  are  as 
follows :  length,  thirtv-one  feet ;  width,  twenty-two  feet ;  height  of  post,  nine 
feet ;  the  ceiling  over  head  being  raised  two  feet  higher  by  an  arch,  making  the 
whole  height  of  the  room  eleven  feet  It  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated.  In  the 
east  end  of  the  building,  there  is  a  recess,  six  feet  long,  and  four  wide.  On 
each  side  of  this  recess,  are  passage-ways,  leading  through  small  rooms  to  the 
school-room.  These  rooms  are  fitted  for  the  convenience  of  the  scholars,  to 
contain  then:  hats,  cloaks,  &c.  &c  There  are  three  passage-ways  leading  to 
the  teacher's  desk,  one  in  the  centre,  and  one  on  each  side  next  to  the  wall 
There  are  five  benches,  suitable  for  writing,  on  each  side  of  the  centre  passage- 
way, for  four  scholars  each.  Each  scholar  is  furnished  with  a  separate  seat, 
provided  with  a  suitable  and  comfortable  support  for  the  back.  On  each  side 
of  the  teacher's  desk,  are  seats  for  the  accommodation  of  twenty  small  scholars. 
The  lot,  on  which  this  house  is  erected,  contains  one  quarter  of  an  acre ;  and 
IS  enclosed  with  a  suitable  fence.    *    *    * 

Diatrid  ^o.  1.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  this  room,  in  ita  present 
Cfmsfrudion,  is  not  suitable  for  a  school-room.  However  well  disposed  the 
teacher  may  be  to  preserve  strict  order  and  discipline  in  his  school,  he  is  pre- 
vented from  so  doing  from  the  fact,  that  he  cannot,  at  once,  command  a  view 
of  more  than  one  half  of  his  scholars,  thus  giving  to  those  of  his  scholars,  who 
are  disposed,  an  opportunity  to  take  advantage. 

The  dimensions  of  this  room  are  sufficient  for  the  number  of  scholars,  who 
attend  the  school ;  and,  if  the  benches  and  seats  were  so  arranged,  that  idl  the 
scholars  should  face  the  teacher's  desk,  it  would  not  only  greatly  assist  the 
teacher  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  but  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
scholar.  The  committee  recommend  an  alteration  as  above  suggested,  if  it 
must  be  used  as  a  school -room.  This  room  affi>rds  one  hundred  and  two  cubie 
feet  of  air  to  the  scholar. 

In  the  basement  story  of  this  buildin|f,  ninety-seven  children,  between  the 
affos  of  four  and  nine  years,  have  been  mstructed  in  the  primary  branches  of 
education  during  the  last  winter.  This  room  is  altogether  unfit  for  a  school- 
room for  so  large  a  number  of  scholars,  it  being  partly  underground,  and  poorly 
lighted,  with  no  proper  means  of  ventilation,  and  but  six  and  a  half  feet  high. 
Here  have  the  children  of  this  school  had  to  sit,  in  the  most  uncomfortable  po- 
sition in  which  a  child  can  be  placed,  with  no  means  of  supporting  their  backs, 
and  keeping  their  bodies  in  an  easy  and  erect  position,  and  some  of  them  have 
no  support  for  their  feet.. 

The  committee  cannot  but  hope,  that  a  place  more  suited  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  scholar  and  the  convenience  of  the  teacher,  will  be  provided 
before  another  term  of  schooling  shall  commence.  This  room  affi>rds  only  for- 
ty-seven and  a  half  cubic  feet  of  air  to  the  scholar. 

District  Ab.  2.  The  inhabitants  of  this  district  have,  for  a  number  of  years, 
held  their  school  in  the  basement  story  of  the  congregational  meeting-house, 
in  a  room  under  the  east  end  of  the  same.  In  respect  to  the  internal  arrange- 
ment of  this  room,  the  committee  will  only  say,  that  it  is  as  bad  as  it  can  be, 
and  be  used  for  a  school-room. 

This  room  is  poorly  lighted,  and  without  any  proper  means  of  Tentilation. 
As  the  benches  and  seats  are  now  arranged,  the  master  is  nearly  surrounded 
by  his  scholars.  Seventy  attended  the  school  in  this  room  during  the  last  win- 
ter. The  committee  hope,  that  the  proper  authorities  of  this  district,  for  the  honor 
of  themselves,  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  children  entrusted  to  their  charge, 
and  for  the  honor  of  the  town,  will  see  that  this  room  shall  never  again  be  mod 
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for  a  Public  l^cboo]  room.    This  room  afl^rds  but  eighty-five  cubic  feet  of  air 
to  the  scholar.    *    *    * 

The  convicts  in  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  are  allowed  each 
one  hundred  and  seventy -one  and  a  half  cubic  feet  of  air  in  their  sleeping  apart* 
meots,  which  are  well  ventilated,  lo  the  Ktiode  Islund  State  Prison,  tkiey 
are  aiiowed  sixteen  hundred  cultic  feet;  and  in  Pennsylvania  State  Piison,  con* 
vieta  for  life  aie  allowed  thirteen  hundred  cubic  feet  of  air ;  while  wo  affunl  to 
the  scholar,  in  our  Pulilic  Schools,  at  the  most,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
cubic  feet ;  the  least  ibrty-seveu  and  a  half.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE — Coxstantine  Blodgxtt,  Aldev  Siblet,  B  GAaFEVTsa, 

¥?  A  VA7"  W  J  ll/r  S  (^)  Population,  1,379.    Valuation,  ^209,316  75. 

XtAXiynAm,   .       .      •       .       {        Number  of  Publie  Schools,  7. 

<2)  No.  of  Scbolars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  283— In  Winter,  358. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  208— In  Winter,  255. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  395.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  SO.— No.  over  16  years  of  aj^e  who  attend  School,  18. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  34  mths.  7  days  — In  Summer,  18  21 — In  WiiHer,  15  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer- M.    — F.  7 —No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  7— F.   . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $95  85 — ^To  Females,  j7  76. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $8  00— Of  Females,  $3  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $11  85— Of  Females,  ^4  34. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  hj'  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  <^600.  ' 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .<— Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  ol 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academics,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12. — Average  No.  of  Scholars^  30.— Aggre> 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^(100. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Rooks  used. — Spelling — National  and  Webster's.  /2«(Ui?ifi£w.First  Class, English  and  His- 
torical Readers,  ']*estament,  Worcester's  Third  Part,  Popular  Lessons.  Crramma/'— Alger's 
Murray's  and  Smiili'-s.  Geography — OIney's,  Woodbridge's  and  Farley's.  Arillunetie — ^Ad- 
ams'  New  Edition,  Smith's  and  Udboll's. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  seven  schools  in  this  town  have 
been  examined  at  the  opening;,  and  nearly  all  of  them  at  the  close,  by  one  or 
more  of  the  committee.  Well  approved  teachers,  the  best  that  could  be  easily 
obtained,  have  been  employed,  both  for  the  summer  and  winter  terms.  Nearly 
all  of  them  have  given  good  satisfaction,  and  answered  the  expectations  of  the 
committee.  In  one  school,  the  teacher  employed,  though  apparently  compe- 
tent in  scientific  knowledjic^',  yet  beinfr  young,  and  inexperienced  in  governing 
children,  found  it  advisable  to  relinquish  the  school,  alter  being  in  it  about  threo 
vreeks.  The  committee,  when  he  was  presented  to  them,  doubted  the  propria 
ety  of  employing  him,  on  account  of  his  youth,  but  agreed  with  him  that  he 
ehoidd  relinquish  the  school  if  he  found  it  too  laborious.  In  other  instance£^  the 
committee  have  brien  at  a  stand ;  having  candidates  brought  to  them  for  ap* 
probation,  who,  though  apparently  qualiHed  in  science,  were  too  young  and  In- 
experienced in  judgment,  and  a  knowledge  of  children,  to  succeed  well  in  their 
instruction.  They  think  more  caution  should  be  observed  on  this  subject  by 
prudential  committees,  as  some  of  our  schools  have  suffered  in  having  teacheri 
w.iio  were  too  yr>ung  and  inexperienced.  The  evil  appears  not  only  in  their 
rash  and  indiscreet  judgcuent,  but  in  not  adapting  instruction  to  the  capacities 
of  children. 

51 
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'  In  most  of  the  schools,  as  the  registers  show,  the  children  have  given  a  reg^u- 
lar  attendance,  and  several  of  the  schools  have  numbered  more  in  their  daily 
attendance  than  usual.  But  the  committee,  on  inquiry,  have  to  their  regret 
discovered  that  some  children,  through  the  neglect  perhaps  of  their  parents, 
have  often  been  late  in  coming  into  school,  thereby  occasioning  interruption  to 
others,  and  loss  to  themselves.  Punctuality  should  be  enjoined  on  children,  as 
a  habit  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  them  iu  after-life,  as  no  one  can  be  de- 
pended upon  who  is  not  punctual  to  his  engagements. 

Another  deficiency  discovered  in  two  or  three  of  the  districts,  is,  several  of 
the  children,  either  through  the  negligence  or  poverty  of  tiieir  parents,  have  not 
attended  school  at  all.  Their  parents  when  inquired  of,  said  they  could  not 
furnish  their  children  with  suitable  clothing,  and  they  were  kept  at  home  to 
earn  something  ibr  their  support  Thus  they  are  losing  one  of  the  greatest 
privileges  of  their  birthright  Such  children,  neglecting  school  for  several 
years,  are  then  ashamed  to  attend  it,  being  far  behind  others  of  their  age, 
and  usually  it  is  such  who  become  a  burden,  if  not  a  nuisance,  to  society. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  schoolhouses,  the  committee  would  say  that 
about  half  of  them  are  iu  decent  repair ;  sufficiently  spacious,  and  comfortably 
wai'med  in  the  coldest  wenther.  It  is  not  eo  with  the  others.  Three  of  them 
in  particular,  are  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  their  usual  inmates.  Be- 
ing so  low,  the  air  which  has  been  often  breathed,  ia  confined  and  rendered  ex- 
ceedingly unhealthful  to  tender  lungs  and  delicate  nerves.  Li  one  or  two  of 
them,  a  stove  pipe  is  forced  to  run  so  low  as  to  endanger  the  head  of  a  full 
grown  person,  in  attempting  to  walk  under  it.  These  three  schoolhouses  are 
not  only  too  small  in  size,  every  way,  for  the  health  and  convenience  of  the 
teacher  and  children,  but  they  are  situated  so  near  to  the  highway,  as  to  afford 
no  play-ground.  The  consequence  is,  the  groups  of  little  ones  thronging  them, 
especially  during  intermission  and  recess,  fill  nearly  half  the  road,  and  perform 
their  sports  which  are  both  needful  and  agreeable,  on  the  wheel  track,  where 
their  lives  are  in  danger  from  carriages  passing.  At  one  of  these  schools,  a 
few  years  since,  two  boys  leaping  joyfully  from  the  school-room  into  the  midst 
of  the  highway,  were  both  run  over  by  an  ox-team  and  roller,  and  one  of  those 
lively  lads  but  just  escaped  with  his  life,  and  the  other  was  instantly  crushed 
to  death. 

At  another  [school,]  where  the  children  uniformly,  when  out,  resort  to  the 
middle  of  the  road'  for  their  sports,  having  no  other  space  unless  they  climb  the 
walls  into  the  neighboring  fields,— they  were  so  attentive  and  expert,  iu  getting 
out  of  the  way  when  a  carriage  passed,  that  a  celebrated  man  of  business,  who 
passed  daily  two  or  three  times  in  his  carriage,  highly  complimented  them  at  the 
close  of  the  school,  and  gave  each  of  them  a  book,  as  a  reward  for  their  polite- 
ness in  opening  to  the  right  and  left,  and  giving  him  the  road  when  he  passed. 

Another  detriment  to  schools,  which  stand  almost  on  the  road,  is,  the  pupils 
are  annoyed  in  their  studies  by  the  noise  of  travellers,  and  are  often  excited  to 
turn  their  eyes  and  their  thoughts  from  their  books,  in  consequence  of  which 
order,  and  government,  and  progress  in  study  are  interrupted. 

Every  schoolhouse  should  stand  at  least  ten  rods  from  the  highway.  It 
should  have  its  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  acre,  around  whose  border  shading 
trees  may  grow,  affording  a  delicious  retreat  for  our  children  when  the  dog- 
star  rages,  and  whose  area  should  be  carpeted  with  green  sward ;  thereby  sav- 
ing many  a  child's  limbs  from  bruii^e3  on  the  stones,  and  his  eyes  from  the  dust 
of  the  wheel  path.  Then,  too,  the  traveller  might  ride  more  at  his  ease,  not 
being  responsible  for  the  life  or  limb  of  a  playful  boy,  too  much  engaged  to 
see  or  hear  him  approaching.  It  may  indeed  be  strange, — when  our  public 
roads  are  but  too  narrow,  when  every  one  gives  ample  space  for  his  domestic 
animals, — if  land  cannot  be  afforded,  on  which  our  children  may  enter  their 
school ;  and  where,  when  let  loose  from  confinement,  they  may  exercise  their 
aching  limbs  with  safety.  A  neat  and  ample  space  bordered  with  trees,  around 
our  schoolhouses,  would  resemble  the  ancient  shades  of  the  Muses ;  it  would 
be  congenial  to  the  juvenile  mind,  improving  to  the  taste  and  the  morals  of  the 
young.  Such  an  opened  space,  also,  would  be  the  means  of  saving  many  a 
farmer's  fence  from  depredations,  and  rescuing  his  fields  from  the  tramp  of  the 
school-boy.    *    *    • 
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A  law  of  our  Legislature  authorizes  districts  to  raise  money,  ^not  exceeding 
thirty  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Common  School  Library,  and 
apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  children  therein."  The  committee  think  that  no 
small  advantage  might  be  derived,  to  several  of  our  schools,  by  connecting  with 
them  such  a  library,  and  especially  furnishing  them  with  some  simple  appara- 
tus, as  globes,  for  the  better  illustration  of  geography.  A  classical  dictionary, 
and  a  gazetteer,  in  a  school  and  accessible  to  all,  would  be  highly  useful.  At 
least,  the  fair  experiment  of  a  library  is  worth  trying,  as  the  advantages  of  pub- 
lic libraries  among  us  are  but  scanty,  and  especially  a»  the  Board  of  Education 
have  been  publicly  recommending  books  for  such  a  purpose. 

The  committee  have  uniformly  recommended  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  at 
least  once  a  day,  by  nearly  the  whole  school,  as  a  devotional  exercise,  and  as 
bringing  to  their  minds  those  moral  and  religious  principles,  by  which  youth, 
and  all  persons,  should  be  governed.  The  teachers  have  endeavored  to  enforce 
the  avoidance  of  falsehood,  dishonesty,  profaneness,  auger,  strife,  and  ill-will, 
which  are  disgraceful  to  any  community ;  and  to  inculcate  honesty,  gentleness, 
temperance,  obedience  to  parents,  and  kindness,  which  are  indispensable  in 
good  education. 

The  committee,  from  past  experience,  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
utmost  pains  should  be  taken  to  procure  able  and  efficient  teachers,  both  for 
our  summer  and  winter  schools.  Not  many  parents  can  well  afford  the  ex- 
pense of  sending  their  children  abroad  to  attend  school,  nor  need  they,  provi- 
ded the  requisite  instruction  can  be  obtained  at  the  Common  School.  But  in 
order  to  obtain  able  teachers,  experienced  and  tried  in  the  business,  ample 
wages  must  be  afforded.  Especially  the  female  teachers  of  the  summer  schools 
have,  as  the  committee  believe,  been  too  much  stinted  in  their  wages,  and  conse- 
quently the  service  done  has  been  below  what  our  schortls  have  needed. 

The  law  allowing  the  employment  of  a  female  teacher  to  assist  the  master, 
where  the  school  averages  filly  scholars,  might  with  advantage  in  several  of 
the  schools,  be  carried  into  effect.  The  gain  to  the  school  would  doubtless  be 
beyond  the  additional  expense.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. — Simeon  DoogetT;  Enoch  Sanford,  Godfrey  Robinson. 


^ptjp  v-f-k  ]\rj^  C  ( I)  Population,  2,016.    Valuation,  ^323,301, 26. 

t:iJ^£iJ\.UiyA.,        ...  J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,— In  Summer,  298— In  Winter,  433. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  239 — In  Winter,  301. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  532. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  20.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  73  mths. — In  Summer,  37 — In  Winter,  36. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^M  9— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  j^H  ll^To  Females,  ;^  10  25 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 00— Of  Females,  $5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ]$n  11 — Of  Females,  $5  23. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $S^, 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(li)  No.  of  incorporated  Academics,     .^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 
Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  mooifas  kept,  11.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  43.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^860. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— £(peZ/ing— National.  Readinff—An^Wa  Series,  No.  1  to  No.  6.  Orammar 
—Smith's.  Geographv-^lnefa,  ArWimetic—Svoith^s,  Emerson's.  Ml  others^WebiiBfB 
Dictionary,  Parley's  History,  Comstock's  Philosophy. 
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Rbmark*— X  The  TaHw  of  boord,  &e.  is  not  known,  but  k  is  beiieTed  that 
tnoet  of  the  board  ia  oootributed,  and  aouiotimea  ioaietiiiiur  ia  eomributed  for 

fu«L" 

SELECTioira  FRCMi  Report.    *     *     From  a  careful  aurvey  of  the  Publao 

Schools,  the  fiast  year,  your  committee  are  impressed  with  the  pleasing  coovic« 
tioo  tliat  considerable  improvement  has  been  made.  *  *  It  cou&  not  be 
reasonably  expected,  however  well  qualified  the  teachers  m^bt  be  in  a  literary 
point  of  view,  that  all  would  be  equally  aucceasful  in  governing  and  instructing 
a  school.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  have  viewed,  with  unusual  satisfaction,  the  erection  of  two 
Bew  sciioolliouses  during  the  year.  Their  location,  external  appearanee  and 
internal  structure  and  finish,  evince  much  judgment  and  good  taste  on  tlie  part 
of  the  districts,  by  whose  exertions  they  have  lieen  erected ;  and  itave  we  noC 
reaaon  to  hope,  that  other  districts,  which  are  now  suffering  from  the  dilapi* 
dated  condition,  inconvenient  structure  and  unpleasant  location  of  their  school- 
bouses,  will  sfieediiy  awake  to  their  duty  and  copy  the  example  thus  set  by 
their  more  stirring  neighbors  ?  Your  committee  have  been  credibly  informed, 
that  one  of  our  districts  has  been  deprived  of  a  school,  the  past  season,  because 
tlteir  Kchoolhouse  was  considered  untenantable.  More  attention  to  tlie  aubject 
of  schoolhouses  must  lie  secured,  liefbre  the  money  raised  for  the  support  of 
schools  will  effect  all  the  good  of  which  it  is  capable. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  say,  that,  while  they  believe  there  is  an 
increasing  interest  felt  in  our  midst  for  the  education  of  the  rising  generation, 
yet  its  importance,  they  fear,  is  not  sufficiently  realized.  They  would,  there* 
fore,  tliat  more  vigorous  and  fiersevering  measures  be  adopt<:d,  to  make  our 
Public  Schools  what  they  should  be,  the  safeguard  and  glory  of  our  State« 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Tneofuilus  Hutcbiics,  Jas.  U.  BARNKr^Joaii  Allbr. 

SOMERSET  .       .        ((l)Popttla»'on»l»063.    Valuation,  ^178,881 00. 

'      *       *       '        ^        Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 


(2)  No.  of  tSclioiars  of  all  ages  in  all  tbe  Schools— lo  Summer,       •—In  Whiter, 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  iJie  Schools — lu  Summer,       — In  Winter,  201. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  268. — No.  of  penona  oQd<*r  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  7. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  17. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  19  mths.— In  Summer,     —-In  Winter,  19. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.      .—No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter- M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^I'o  Males,  $^5  70 — To  Females,  $H  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $8  00 — Of  {Vmales,56  00. 

(g)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $17  70 — Of  Females,  5^00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $500. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $SSt. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  28. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  135. — ^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^355 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  ."Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  uaKD.—J^pe//in^— National.  Reading^^Yovme  and  National  Readers,  First  Class 
Book.  Grawmar— Smith's.  Arithmefic — Smith's  and  Ainswnrlh's.  A li  others — A ngell's  Se- 
ries, History  of  the  U.  S.,  Whe'pley's  Compend,  Comstock's  Philosophy  and  Cheniisuy,  Waib' 
Logic,  Colburn's  Algebra,  Andrews  and  Stoddard's  Latin  Grammar. 

Selections  from  Report,  *  •  The  schools  are  very  unequal  in  num- 
bers, some  bein^  too  large  to  be  accommodated  in  tbe  rooms  where  they  are 
kep^  and  others  too  small  to  be  interesting  either  to  teachers  or  scholara 
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In  district  Na  1,  there  are  but  tweWe  scholars  between  4  and  16.  Their 
room  might  acconimodate  twice  or  three  times  that  numlier. 

In  No.  2,  the  number  of  scliolars,  between  4  and  16,  is  seventy-one.  The 
somiiiittee  visited  this  school  but  once.  There  was  no  place  to  sit  down ;  the 
(fiucber  had  given  up  his  desk  to  accofnnBM>date  his  scholars,  and  there  was  no 
place  ior  u  S|Nire  chair. 

Ill  No.  3,  there  is  an  old  scboolhouse,  which  has  defied  the  elements  fot 
nearly  ijalf  a  century  y — lias  made  three  journeys  by  l^ind  and  is  about  to  take 
anoUier.    it  is  barely  necessary  to  say,  that  tliis  house  is  in  bud  repair.    *    *  * 

The  average  attendance  in  the  several  schools  has  been  but  about  two  thirds 
of  tlie  whole  number  of  scholars,  which  is  a  very  great  evil.  iSctioiars,  who 
attend  school  punctually,  maite  handsome  improvement  in  tiieir  studies ;  while 
tLose,  who  attend  but  a  |iart  of  the  li^ne,  make  but  little  progress. 

The  committee  ore  of  the  opinion,  that  the  money  appropriated  for  Common 
Schools  may  be  ex|)ended  to  much  better  advantage  than  it  now  is.  *  *  To 
eiiect  this,  tlie  districts  ought  to  be  differently  arranged.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, recommend  the  union  of  Nos.  2  and  3,  and  that  a  new  schoolhouse  be 
built,  with  two  convenient  rooms.  The  committee  also  recoinmenil  the  union 
of  Nos.  4  anil  5.    •    •    • 

The  committee  will  not  complain  of  the  past,  but  recommend  for  tlie  future^ 
that  great  care  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  teachers.  Prudential  committees 
siiould  never  close  a  contract  with  a  teacher  until  he  shall  have  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate of  his  qualiHcations*  In  fact,  it  would  be  much  better  if  the  contract 
'Were  made  two  or  three  months  before  the  commencement  of  the  school,  'i'he 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  female  teachers  may  be  employed  in  our  schools 
to  good  advantage.  It  appears  to  us,  that  when  we  employ  a  teacher  at  twenty 
or  twenty-five  dollars  per  mouth,  it  is  a  great  waste  of  time  and  money  to  set 
him  to  teach  children  the  alphabet,  or  the  first  rudiments  of  orthography.  A 
female  could  do  it  much  better  and  at  much  less  expense. 

We  recommend  to  parents  to  encourage  their  children  in  relation  to  their 
studies^  aiid  to  cooperate  with  teachers  in  the  di8ci|>line  of  schools;  for,  if  pa- 
rents are  indifferent  or  prejudiced,  t|ie  schools  will  advance  but  slowly,  even 
under  the  best  of  teachers.  Finally,  as  Common  Scht>ol8  are  the  places  where 
most  of  our  children  receive  their  education,  we  recommend  to  future  school 
committees  and  parents  to  look  well  to  the  qualifications  of  their  teachers  and 
the  discipline  of  their  schools. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Elisha  Slade,  Jonathan  Slaob,  So.,  Bxnj.  G.  Chacx. 


^  'WA  AT ^ /^  V  $  (^ )  Population,  1 ,627.    Valuation,  5275,696  25. 

^  ^-A-'VOZi.  X,  ...         J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  72 — la  Winter,  415. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  54-^n  Winter,  295. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  400.— >No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10.-— No.  over  16  3'ears  of  age  who  attend  School,  34. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  32  mths.  21  days  —In  Summer,  7  7— In  Winter,  25  14. 

(6)  No.  ol  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  2, — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M.  10 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  5^  05 — To  Females,  $li  50. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^10  00—Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\9  05— Of  Females,  j^G  50. 

(10)  Amouut  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  jjlGlQ  75. 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contriboted  for  Public  Schools,  $20\  29. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  12.— AggregHte  •£  nonths  kept,  34.^— Average  New  •f  8choIar»,  283k-^ggre- 
gate  paid  for  loitioD,  ^961. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  5 
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Books  vs«d.-^£I^m/ZS(V'— National  and  Anreirs  First  Numbers.  JRcAftitf— Nos.  1, 2, 3, 4 
and  5  AngelPs  Series,  Eoi^ish  Reader,  First  Class  Book.  Grammar— Smithes.  Geograpfiy— 
Smith's  aud  Oliiey'rt.  Ariihmetic^^m'ahU  and  Daboil's.  All  o//iers— Goodrich's  History, 
Book  of  Commerce,  &c. 

SxLECTioNS  FROM  Rkport.    *    *    Much  18  doing,  at  the  present  time,  to 

gromote  the  interest  ofbur  Comnion  Schools,  and  mtich  yet  remains  to  be  done 
efore  they  will  have  arrived  at  their  proper  standard.    *    *    * 

At  a  meeting  in  the  fall,  we  resolved  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  ez- 
amiiintion  of  teachers  for  our  winter  schools,  and  to  approliate  none  but  such  as 
we  believed  possessed  the  reqtiisite  qualifications ;  for,  without  competent  teach- 
ers, there  is  not  only  a  useless  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  but  a  very 
great  amount  of  time  lost.  It  is  at  school,  children  are  forming  habits  that  are 
to  Inst  them  through  life.  They  will  have  an  education  of  some  kind  or  other; 
and  we  believe  it  lies  very  much  in  the  power  of  the  public  to  determine, 
whether  it  shall  be  one,  that  will  redound  to  their  honor,  or  one  that  will  make 
them  worthless.  In  these  examinations,  we  are  sorry  to  say  the  applicants 
for  approbation  have  not,  in  all  cases,  lieen  what  they  should  be.    *    *    * 

In  ttie  course  of  the  lust  winter,  the  several  schools  have  been  visited  by  us, 
and  examined  at  the  commencement  and  at  the  close,  where  we  had  received 
timely  notice.  With  a  few  exceptions,  their  condition  has  been  such  as  to  afibrd 
us  pleasure-  Still  they  are  not  what  they  should  be.  There  are  a  number  of 
causetf,  which  prevent  the  scholars  from  muking  that  improvement,  which  they 
might  otherwise  do.  Among  these,  and  most  prominent,  are  irregular  attend- 
ance ;  a  want  of  interest  in  the  schools,  by  parents ;  and  too  great  a  variety  of 
books. 

Lastly,  we  must  urge  the  propriety  of  teachers'  obtaining  certificates,  before 
they  commence  their  schools.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITFEE.— JoH5  Earls,  J.  E.  Grat,  Ezra  P.  Short. 


T*  ATTMTn'N'  J^'^  Population,  7,647.    Valuation, ;{;  1,450,323  23. 

lAUiy  I  Uiy,    .       .      .       .       I        Number  of  Public  Schools, 27. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— -In  Summer,  l,Si8-^In  Winter,  1,237. 
(d)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  760 — In  Winter,  806. 

(4)  No  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,760.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  89.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  90. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  136  mths.  9  days. — In  Summer,  71  25— In  Winter,  64  12. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  2— F.  24— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  23— F.  3. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — To  Males,  S^  62 — To  Females,  5^3  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  5^  64 — Of  Females,  j6  39. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board—Of  Males,  $19  98— Of  Females,  g6  91. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^3,000.  / 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel)  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^165. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  lO.^Average  number  of 

Scholars,  72.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^1,180.  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoo 

Schools,  17. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  120. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  470.— Aggre- 
/      gate  paid  for  tuition,  jjfSfiOO, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — £(pe//i}^;'— Emerson's  National.  Reading — Bible,  Popular  Lessons,  National 
Reader,  American  First  Class  Book.  Crrammar— Alger's  Murray's.  Geograpky-^Ma\^ 
Brun's.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  Ut,  2d  and  3d  Parts.  All  o</(er«— Colburn's  Algebra,  Flint's 
Surveying,  Wilkius'  Astronomy,  Comstock's  Philosophy  and  Chemistry,  Watts  on  the  Mind. 

Remark. — ^The  proceeds  of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  amounting  to  (819  71, 
was  last  year  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  Public  Schools. 
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Ssi:.ECTiON9  FROM  RxpoRT.  *  *  UpOD  this  bnuich  of  their  report,  your 
committee  would  remark,  that  they  have  found  it  difficult  to  decide,  in  some 
cases,  whether  the  candidate  ought  to  be  approved  as  the  conductor  of  the  edu- 
cation of  our  beloved  children.  While  some  have  appeared,  in  all  reapecta,  well 
qualified  for  their  employment,  others  were  deficient  in  a  part  of  the  branches 
taught  in  our  Common  Schools ;  and  still  others,  in  some  measure,  in  every 
respect,  and  yet  have  come  so  near  competent  qualifications  that  the  decision 
of  their  case  has  been  most  trying  to  our  feelings.  In  the  portion  of  their  busi- 
ness which  relates  to  examinations,  your  committee  have  endeavored  to  act 
impartially,  decidedly  and  without  fiivoritbm.  We  have  to  observe,  that  there 
are  so  many  districts,  twenty-seven  in  number,  usually  emi)1oying  two  teachers 
each  in  the  year,  making,  in  all,  fifty-four  teachers,  it  is  extremely  difiScult  ibr 
the  prudential  committees  to  find  so  many,  in  all  respects,  well  qualified  for 
their  business ;  and  we  are  left  to  the  alternative,  of  approving  some  who  are 
not  what  we  could  wish,  or  of  leaving  the  district  without  a  teacher,  *  *  and 
thus  subjecting  the  prudential  committee  to  inconvenience,  and  the  good  citi- 
zens of  the  district  to  delay.  Under  these  circumstances,  your  committee  have 
endeavored  to  act  for  the  schools  in  the  best  manner  possible.  With  the  ma- 
terials that  have  been  presented,  to  be  transformed  into  school  teachers,  they  have 
done  all  they  could  to  promote  the  dearestinterestsof  our  children  and  youth.  *  * 
We  have  paid  in  the  examination,  our  principal  attention  to  the  solU  rather 
than  the  ornamental  qualifications  of  the  teacher ;  as  our  Common  Schools  are 
designed  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  our  children  sense  rather  than  show;  though 
we  had  some  regard  to  his  civility  and  courtesy.  One  es^sential  qualification  in 
a  teacher  is  an  aptness  to  tench,  which  few  possess,  and  which  is  very  difficult 
to  be  acquired ;  and  it  is  found  almost  entirely  beyond  the  sagacity  of  man  to 
divine  this  qualification  on  a  simple  examination.  The  proof  of  this  lies  be- 
yond, at  least,  the  first  test.  We  find  many  teachers  well  versed  in  the  various 
branches  taught  in  our  Common  Schools,  and  even  in  higher  branches  of 
knowledge,  who,  nevertheless,  have  a  miserable  faculty  of  communicating,  es- 
pecially to  the  young  and  uninformed  mind,  even  the  first  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing ;  while  others,  of  half  their  acquisitions,  are  iar  hefore  them,  in  aptness, 
skill  and  profit  in  school-keeping. 

There  is  another  thing  your  committee  would  notice  in  relation  to  this  sub- 

{'ect.  This  respects  the  competency  of  the  teacher  to  govern  the  school.  We 
lave  here  to  remark,  that  a  good,  easy,  pleasant  and  efficient  generalship  in  the 
government  of  a  school,  is  a  rare  qualification,  and  lies  as  fiair  Forward  of  human 
penetration,  in  the  outset,  as  an  aptness  to  teach.  It  is  impossible  to  tell,  be- 
forehand, how  much  animation,  decision,  forecast,  discipline,  and  mild  efficient 
authority,  a  teacher  will  have  in  school ;  or  how  much  austerity,  severity,  and 
tyranny  ;  or  how  much  laxity,  mellowness,  fear,  faint-hearteduess,  and  cow- 
ardice. We  cannot  judge  for  surety,  by  any  knowledge  we  possess  in  the  sci- 
ence of  physiognomy  or  phrenology.  Too  oflen  a  competent  teacher  is  pre- 
vented in  the  good  government  of  a  school,  by  the  officious  interference  of  the 
parents.  Ten  childi^n  are  more  easily  governed  in  school,  than  one  loquacious 
parent  at  home;  and  if  parents  wish  to  have  their  children  well  regulated  in 
school,  they  must  be  both  well  regulated  themselves^  and  well  regulate  Uieir  chil- 
dren by  iheir  firesides,    *    *    * 

Notwithstanding  these  remarks,  we  are,  on  the  whole,  nvtuk gralified  with  the 
ability  and  competency  of  our  teachers ;  and  permit  us  to  express  our  most  ardent 
desiie,  that  they  may  be.  in  future,  more  able  and  competent 

Your  committee,  too,  have  made  it  a  conscientious  point,  to  visit  the  respec- 
tive schools,  ut  the  commencement  and  close  of  the  term ;  and  at  such  other 
times,  as,  under  all  circumstances,  have  been  thought  expedient,  and  found 
practicable.  We  have  oflen  been  unable  to  visit  the  schools,  for  want  of  a 
knowledge  when  they  commenced  and  closed.  The  prudential  connnittecs 
have  failed,  in  several  instances,  to  inform  us ;  and  your  committee  have  not 
attained  to  the  attribute  of  ubiquity  ;  nor  do  they  profess  to  have  a  universal 
knowledge  of  passing  or  future  events.  We  have  some  puiiiful  instances,  where 
it  was  manifest  our  teachers  did  not  covet  our  visits,  especially  at  the  close ; 
nor  have  we  been  much  surprised  at  this,  when  we  have  taken  into  the  account 
the  leanness  of  the  improvement  made  by  the  school.    In  some  cases,  we  have 
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ioDDd  to  our  raoitifieatioii,  that  strength  has  been  spent  A>r  naught,  and  amnej 
ibr  that  which  is  B«t  bread.  Our  visits,  however,  have  generally  been  very 
gratifying ;  and  we  have  witnessed,  with  fifeasurey  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in 
their  respective  studies. 

IVe  must  say,  we  have  fbund  sewral  esssmial  delects  is  our  schoolsL  The 
ipetftng,  in  many  of  them,  is  almost  universally  bad.  Notwilhstanding  we 
have  eojoined  it  upon  our  teachers  to  he  very  particular  in  this  respeoc,  yet 
great  deficiency  is  found  in  the  schools,  which  uodoubiedly  is  owing,  iu  a  giteat 
measure,  to  the  fault  of  the  teachers.    *    *    • 

With  all  our  assiduity,  on  this  sobjsct,  there  has  been^  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge,  for  the  past  twenty  yearn,  a  retrograde,  rather  tlian  any  advance. 
And  it  is  ohentimes  painful  to  hear  the  classes  read,  the  scholara  not  appearing 
to  understand  what  they  read,  or  tlie  meaning  of  the  author.  They  ate  very 
much  in  the  habit  of  passing  over  the  parttcTes  without  pronouncing  them  at 
all.  And,  too,  there  is  an  inaudible  voice  or  noise,  a  mumbling  of  something, 
nobody  can  lell  what  And  there  is  a  habit  of  the  teachers,  to  some  ejcteut,  of 
hurrying  the  pupil  over  the  section,  and  keeping  before,— himself  speaking  al« 
most  every  word,— leaving  the  child  to  plod  along  at\er. 

Your  committee,  too,  refiort  that  a  multiplicity  of  studies,  in  their  opinion,  is 
injurious  to  our  schools.  *  *  Studying  a  little  here,  and  a  little  there ;  a 
smattering  oi  g  mm  mar,  of  arithmetic,  of  geography,  of  philosophy,  of  history, 
of  chemistry,  of  botany,  and  of  geology,  wbi^n  the  pupil  can  scareeJy  proiioutice 
his  o2«,  seems  to  us  to  be  a  very  great  evil  in  our  schools.  There  seems  to  be, 
hy  far  too  much  love  of  novelty ;  too  much  going  by  steam,  and  having  a  dis* 
tinct  view  of  nothing ;  and,  at  the  end  of  the  race,  exclaiming,  we  have  com- 
pleted our  education !  Such  a  course,  too  mucli  sanctioned  by  our  tieiichers, 
makes  superficial  scholars,  and  throws  out  upon  the  community  a  Imst  of  in- 
considerate members.  *  *  The  lietter  way  is,  to  begin  at  the  beginning,  go 
on'  in  a  straight  line,  and  never  pass  over  what  is  not  understood. 

As  to  the  behavior  of  the  scholars  in  school,  we  re|KM*t  with  pleasure,  it  is 
genernily  decorous  and  respectful.  In  some  cases,  there  is  too  much  develop- 
ment of  a  spirit  of  insubordination.  *  *  There  is  often  a  want  of  puuctu- 
ality  in  attendance.    *    •    • 

There  w  one  more  evil,  which  we  have  noticed  with  painful  emotions.  We 
refer  to  irregularity  of  atten<lance.  From  some  liimilies,  the  children  are  not 
in  attendance  more  than  half  the  time.  We  do  not  enter  d«imestic  circles,  but 
the  practice  of  detaining  children  at  home,  sometimes  lialf  of  the  day,  or  half  of 
the  week,  is  very  injurious  to  tlie  children  so  detained,  and,  also,  to' the  school. 
Nothing  is  more  encouraging  and  animating  to  children  in  school,  than  to  have 
all  the  classes  full  every  day.  It  stimulates  to  laudable  emulation,  and  inspires 
ideas  of  the  vast  moment,  of  one  and  all  aiming  at  the  mark  of  a  thorough 
Common  School  education. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  state,  also,  one  more  evil,  and  the  habit  is  a 
growing  evil,  of  scltolurs  leaving  the  school  just  before  its  close,  to  avoid  the 
exanrniHtion  of  the  Inst  day.  Parents  should  endeavor,  as  it  seems  to  us,  to  in- 
spire their  children  with  a  spirit  of  ambition  to  **  hold  out  to  the  end,"  and  to 
appear  well  at  the  final  examination.  The  practice  of  leaving  the  school,  in  this 
way,  is  very  disheartening,  both  to  the  teacher  and  the  residue  of  the  scholars; 
and  when  this  impression  is  borne  along  with  the  teacher  throu<rh  the  term,  it 
•  mu8t  1)0  a  great  drawback  upon  his  feelings  and  seriously  injure  the  school.  '*'  * 

Your  committee  feel  that  their  task  has  been  an  arduous,  yet  a  delightlid  one. 
The  supervision  of  so  many  schools,  composed  of  a  thousand  intellectual  be- 
ings, is  a  work  that  would  cause  us  to  faint  by  the  way,  were  it  not  for  the  fact, 
that  we  were  using  our  huml»le  endeavors  to  lead  the  youthful  mind,  made  after 
the  similitude  of  the  Beneficent  Creator,  in  the  paths  of  useful  knowledge 
and  enlightened  happiness.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITl^Efe:.— Altas  Cobb,  Hewst  Clask,  Stdsiet  Wiluahs,  Esai- 

TUB  MaLTBT. 
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PP/^  ^ TP ORT*  i^^^  Pnpniation ,  S,618.    V alnation,  5503,272  40. 

'     *       *       '       c        Number  of  Pul>Iic  Schools,  19. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  667 — In  Winter,  649. 

(3)  Average  altendance  in  ihe  Schools — In  Summer,  376 — In  Winter,  421. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  745.— -No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  52. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  169  mths.  7  days. — In  Summer,  95 — In  Winter,  74  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Snmmei^— M.  1— F.  18.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter—M.  18— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^25  03 — ^To  Females,  ^13  39.- 

(8)  Aveiage  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $1 77 — Of  Females,  55  77. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\1 26— Of  Females,  $1 62. 
^10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51»200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $1^307. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .--Average  number  of 

Scholars,      .-— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(  13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies.  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  . — ^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

KooKS  USED. — Spellings — ^Webster's  Elementary.  /J^arfino-— Worcester's  First  Class  Book, 
Murray's  Keader.  Grammar — Smith's.  Geography — OIney's,  Parley's,  Smith's.  Arithmetic 
— Daboll's  and  Emerson's.  AU  otfiers — ^Comstock's  Philosophy,  Goodrich's  and  Parley's  His- 
tories, Gummery  8  Surveying,  Walker's  Geometry. 

SRLccTio^rs  FROM  Report.  *  *  There  are  twenty  school  districts  in  the 
town ;  nineteen  of  them  have  had  summer  and  winter  schools  kept  in  them, 
i^hich  have  been  very  well  attended ;  and  we  thinic  there  is  a  decided  improve- 
ment this  year,  in  the  teachers  which  have  been  employed,  over  those  we  have 
heretofore  had.    •    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— ABiriR  B.  Gifford,  N.  C.  Browksll,  Pcrrt  Datis. 
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AJm^l^J,  UMM ,        •      .      .       J       Number  of  Pubiie  Soliooh,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholar*  of  all  a^es  in  all  the  Schools— 4q  Sumnicr;  64ft^lB  Winter,  704b 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  42£— >In  \¥inter,  4d5. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  ^ars  of  age  in  the  town,  846.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .p— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . 

(5)  Aggregate  leogtb  of  the  Schools,  84  mths.— In  Summer,  59  14— In  Winter,  S4  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  18.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $Sl  43— To  Females^^lS  62. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^9  2&-^f  Females,  J[6  66. 

<9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  f  23  20— Of  Females,  f  10  07. 

(10)  Amoant  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inckidhig  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  f  2,000. 

(11)  Am^Nint  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5 

(12)  Nor  qf  incorporated  Acadepiies,    •— 'Aggregale  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .-Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Oommoa 

Schools,   .^— jAgi^regate  of  months  kept,     .^-Average  No.  t^f  Scholars,        . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  mi^ioii,  $      . 

( 14)  An^ai  of  U^  Fui^«r  t         ,•r^J^^o^)ft  firon^  sf  que,  $       , 

Books  used. — Spelling — Emerson's  SpcHing  Books  and  Walker's  Diclionitfy.  Reading — 
Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Piernout's  National  Reader,  Introduction  to  do.,  voston  Reading^ 
Lessons,  Bible.  Grrammar— Smith's.  Geoerajihy-~0\ae'Y9  and  Parley's.  ArUhmeiic — Smith's, 
Colburn's  and  Emorson's.  AU  al/icr»-*- Watts  on  the  Mind,  Historv  of  the  U.  S.,  Wbelpley's 
do.,  Sullivan's  Political  Class  Book,  Blake's  Philosophy,  Comstock's  Botan3r^  Colburn's  Alge- 
bra, Conversations  on  Chemistry. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  committee  would  express  it  os  their 
opinion,  that,  from  a  comparison  of  the  present  state  of  the  schools  with  that  of 
former  years,  a  gradual  improvement  is  manifest.    *    *    • 

Let  parents  frequently  visit  the  schools,  and  thus  both  encourage  the  pupils, 
and  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  teachers.  The  committee  regret  to  say,  that 
while  there  are  honorable  exceptions,  both  of  individuals  and  districts,  yet  as  a 
general  thing,  parents  and  guardians  are,  by  far,  too  remiss  and  indifferent,  as 
regards  this  cause,  so  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  Even 
members  of  the  prudential  committee  sometimes  neglect  to  visit  the  schools 
and  to  attend  the  examinations. 

As  regards  the  buildings  occupied  by  the  schools,  the  committee  would  say, 
some  of  them  are  gaod^  and  may  be  regarded  as  models  in  this  s[>ecies  of  archi- 
tecture ;  many  are  decent  buildings,  and  in  a  tolerable  state  of  re(mir;  a  few  are 
not  only  considerably  decayed,  but,  on  accoimt  of  their  situation  and  structure, 
utterly  unfit  for  the  purpose  to  which  they  are  applied     •    *    * 

The  catalogue  [of  books  prescribed  by  the  committee,]  with  an  extract  from 
the  Revised  Statutes,  relative  to  the  duty  of  teachers,  has  been  printed,  and  a 
copy  framed,  furnished  for  tbe  several  schoolhouses.  By  this  means,  it  is 
hoped  that  an  entire  uniformity  may  be  attained,  as  regards  the  books  used. 
The  committee  would  recommend,  that  a  blank  form  for  the  teacher's  certifi- 
cates be  prepared  and  printed,  and  that  the  town  treasurer  demand  a  duplicate 
certificate  of  the  pnidential  committee,  previous  to  remitting  the  appropriation 
of  money  to  defray  tbe  expenses  of  the  several  schools. 

They  would  also  reconnnend  to  the  districts,  to  furnish  the  schools  with  an 
appamtus,  constructed  with  a  due  regard. to  simplicity  and  economy,  for  the 
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pnrpckse  of  illastratin^  tbe  principtes  of  pl^fwical  science,  and  thus,  throHgh  the 
medium  of  tbe  external  senses,  to  make  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  pu« 
pils^  alike  definite,  vivid  and  lasting.  They  also  highly  approve  the  plan  of 
supplying  the  schools  with  a  small,  but  judiciously  selected  library,  consisting 
of  such  books  as  are  free  from  any  thing  of  a  sectarian  or  injurious  tendency, 
and  which  shaU  occupy,  in  our  Comtuou  Schools,  and  in  relation  to  intellectual 
culture,  the  place  of  the  libraries,  in  our  sabbath  schools,  in  relation  to  religiouji 
improvement.    *    *    * 

During  tbe  past  year,  in  some  of  the  districts,  on  account  of  the  large  nom- 
l>ef  of  pupHs,  tbe  school  has  been  divided  and  the  younger  children  taught  bf 
tL  female  assistant.  In  the  tenth  district,  a  separate  building  has  l>een  ereciecf, 
fbr  tbe  accommodation  of  the  primary  school.  Such  an  arrangement  has  l)ee<ii 
deemed  necessary,  on  account  of  the  inconvenience  of  instructing  those,  Avhose 
ages  and  attainments  are  so  diverse,  in  one  apartment,  ond  by  a  single  teachef. 
By  this  means,  an  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  is  re*- 
ftiored,  while  they  enjoy  the  more  exclusive  attention  of  their  teacbtsr;  the 
younger  children,  at  the  same  time,  enjoy  equal  or  superior  advatrtages^  and  at 
A  much  less  price. 

But,  while  the  committee  thus  express  their  approval  of  the  establishment  of 
primary  schools,  for  these  and  other  reasons  which  might  be  named,  they 
would,  by  no  means,  be  understood  as  recommending  these  as  a  substitute  for 
a  town  school  of  a  high  character,  and  such  as  is  required  in  the  statutes  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Let  such  a  seminary  be  established  here,  in  accordance  with  the  liberal  and 
comprehensive  provisions  of  our  statutes,  and  then  we  should  have  a  system  of 
education,  which  would,  at  least,  approximate  towards  that  elevated  standard 
of  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  which  we  professs  to  regard  with  so  mueh 
approbation.  This  would  place  an  acquisition,  not  only  of  the  elementary,  but 
of  the  higher  branches  of  a  classical  education  within  the  reach  of  every  family, 
and  develop  the  great  principle,  on  which  our  government  and  laws  are  based, 
by  estal)lishing  that  equality  essential  to  republican  institutions,  not  in  degrad- 
ing the  wealthy,  the  intelligent  and  the  virtuous,  but  in  elevating  the  poor,  the 
Ignorant  and  the  vicious.    *    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Daniel  Thomas,  Jamss  W.  Ward/Lucius  Aldsk. 


(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  a^s  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  422^-In  Winter,  463. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  SI 7— In  Winter,  S64. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  542.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  66.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  S9. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  &2  mths.— In  Summer,  47  7— In  Winter,  34  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  14.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  11— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $^  82— To  Females,  J[  12  27. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males.  $1 27— Of  Females,  $5  33. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exelusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^17  55— Of  Females,  $6  94. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  ol 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ;^27  00. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1  .-^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10|.— Average  number  of 

Scliolars,  40.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^680. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  CommoD 

Schools,  3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4^.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  64.— 'Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $87. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $S00  00.— Income  from  same,  $90  00. 


412  PLYMOUTH  COUNTY 

Books  ir8BD.«-£^dUu^g^^Leon8rd*i  and  Fowle's.    iSeatfifig:^— Worcester's  Prhner,  1st,  Sd, 

Sd  and  4ih  Boiiks,  Americaii  Firsi  CIsm  Bo<k.  Grammar — Putnam's,  Murray's  and  Fox's, 
Parker's  Progressive  Cxeicises.  Geoeraphtf^V9r\ey*s  and  Oliiey's.  Arithmelic — Emerson's 
1st  and  2d  Botiks,  Culburii's  and  Smith's.  All  ot/iers— Goodrich's  History,  Worcester's  Dic- 
tionary, New  Testameut,  Child's  Guide. 

Remark.— The  Surplus  Revenue,  the  interest  of  which  is  8243  73,  is  applied 
to  tlie  support  of  schools. 

Selections  from  Report.  •  •  The  most  difficult  duty  which  devolved 
upon  the  committee,  the  past  year,  was  the  e;caroinatioa  of  teachers  On  this 
tliey  entered  ^yi^h  much  circumspection,  knowing  the  strictness  of  the  law  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  prohalile  deficiency  of  nian^  applicants  on  the  other. 
They  resolved  on  carrying  out  the  sound  and  safe  principle,  which  puts  public 
interest  above  private;  ^\hich,  iq  all  cases,  enjoins  justice  to  the  community, 
tliough  individuals  should  be  aggrieved  and  disappointed.    *    *    * 

The  committee  recommend,  that  the  town  insist  on  an  increasing  strictness 
of  examination  hereafter,  believing  that  if  such  a  courKe  be  pursued,  a  state  of 
things  will  soon  l)e  induced,  which  will  deter  those  who  are  not  qualified  to 
pass  a  legal  examination,  from  applying  for  a  certificate. 

The  schools  of  the  town,  your  committee  are  constrained  to  say,  are  not,  on 
the  whole,  in  so  forward  and  flourishing  a  condition  as  they  might  be.  Many 
of  the  scholars,  pnrticularly  among  the  l)oys  from  ten  to  fourteen  years  old,  are 
not  so  forward  as  they  should  be  at  eight.  This  deficiency  arises,  no  doubt,  in 
a  great  measure,  from  a  want  of  punctuality  in  attendance.  This  is  a  grievous 
fault,  resting  on  parents  and  children,  but  chiefly,  it  is  believed,  on  the  former. 
The  smallness  of  the  number  attending  most  of  our  schools,  in  comparison  with 
the  whole  number  of  scholars,  is  truly  alarming,  and  demands  the  serious  and 
earnest  attention  of  all  concerned.  In  one  district,  your  committee  observed 
that  during  the  winter,  there  was  an  average  attendance  of  but  12  1-2  out  of  24 
scholars,  showing  a  total  loss  of  al>out  one  half  the  money  there  expended. 
Here  were  probably  some  ten  or  dozen  boys,  (for  the  girls  generally  attend 
school,)  strolling  about  the  streets  thi*ough  the  whole  winter,  with  the  worst 
passions  of  our  nature  growing  and  strengthening  in  their  bosoms,  while  no 
efforts  were  made  by  those  under  whose  guardianship  Providence  had  placed 
them,  to  shield  them  or  the  community  against  the  dreadful  issues  of  such  a 
lack  of  moral  and  intellectual  training.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  —J.  A^  Shaw,  H.  B.  Pratt,  Jos.  A.  Hvde,  Philip  £.  Hill. 


n  AT?  VT?  T?  J  ^' )  Population,  990.    Valuation,  5163,085  25. 

Oil/t  I^-Cj2t,        ....         J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  2S0— In  Winter,  246. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  154 — In  Winter,  172. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  betwetjn  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  287. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  8. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  40  mths. — In  Summer,  27  21 — In  Winter,  12  7. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    ^F.  7. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter^M.  6 — F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^27  60— To  Females,  ^10  43. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  20— Of  Females,  $5  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\9  40— Of  Females,  $5  AS, 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^375. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^202. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,        . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  .—Income  from  same,  $ 
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BoovB  VS9I>«— f^/m^^-MarahaU's  NatJonal.  Readtftg-^Fint  and  Seeond  Ctass  Booki, 
ED^lij»b  Reader,  National  Reader,  Youns  Rc'ader,  TesiamouU  Gramtnar — Alger's  Muit9y\ 
Sinilh's.  Geography— ^Sktloy's f  Alalte-Bruii's,  WoodbridgeN,  Oliiey's.  Arilhmetic—AdaLius*, 
Smith's,  Colburii'ii.    All  others — Farley's  History,  Blake's  Natural  Philosophy. 

Sei<ectiok9  from  Report.    *    *    Our  forefathers,  being  convinced  that 
the  liappiness  of  a  coniniuuity  must  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  on  a  general 
difTusiou  of  knowledge  amongst  all  classes  of  nhich  it  is  com[)osed,  early  es- 
tablished a  system  ot  free  schools,  without  which  it  would  have  been  inipossi- 
ble  to  effect  the  desired  object    We  all  hav^  reason  to  thank  God  that  this 
system,  although  it  may  have  received  many  alterations,  has  continued  to  this 
day.     We  regard  it  as  not  only  essential  to  our  domestic  happiness,  but  as  the 
great  bulwark  and  saiieguard  of  our  national  liberties.    Were  it  not  for  these 
institutions,  althot|gh  we  might  have  colleges,  high  schools  and  even  elemen- 
tary schools  in  every  town  and  district,  yet  few  would  be  able  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  schooling.    *    *    This  would  be  a  deplorable  situation,  not  only  fb;: 
the  poor,  but  for  the  rich,  also ;  for  what  rich  man  is  there,  who  will  not  enjoy 
hitrjseff  much  better  and  feel  far  more  secure,  both  in  property  and  person, 
when  surrounded  by  a  society  of  well  educated  poor,  than  he  will,  to  live 
amongst  those  who  are  as  ignorant  as  the  beasts  of  the  field.    It  is  a  natural 
inference,  that  a  system,  which  had  its  origin  more  than  two  hundred  years 
ago,  is  not  adapted,  in  all  its  parts,  to  the  prieseni  state  of  society.    And  our 
Legislature  have  been  aiming,  from  time  to  time,  so  to  modify  it,  as  to  make  it 
most  beneficial  to  all  classes  of  the  community.    How  far  they  have  succeeded, 
the  public  may  best  decide ;  but  it  is  our  oi»inion,  that  were  all  the  requisitions 
strictly  regarded  and  punctually  obeyed,  we  should  reap  benefits  from  our  Com- 
mon Schools  which  would  far  overbalance  all  the  trouble  and  expense  incurred 
in  their  support     We  are  aware  that  some  of  our  townsmen  will  say,  that,  not- 
withstanding we  have  added  fifly  per  cent  to  the  expenditures  of  our  schools, 
and  notwithstanding  all  the  Legislature  has  done  and  is  doing,  yet^ur  children 
do  not  make  so  great  progress  in  learning  as  formerly.     To  such  we  would 
make  a  few  remarks. 

It  is  probal)ly  true,  that  we  have  expended  about  fifly  per  cetit  more  in  our 
schools,  for  the  lu^t  ten  years,  than  we  did  from  1810  to  1820.    We  are  not  in- 
formed what  the  number  of  inhabitants  then  was,  but  should  presume  it  did 
not  far  exceed  two  thirds  the  present  number; — that  being  the  case,  no  more 
money  is  expended  on  a  scholar  now  than  was  at  that  time.     And,  Gentlemen, 
you  well  know,  that,  in  those  days,  the  science  of  geography  was  not  introduced 
into  our  schools ;  neither  was  history,  nor  any  species  of  philoso]>hy.    Many 
arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood  without  scarcely  knowing  whether  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa  were  east,  west,  uoVtii,  or  south.    Few  had  any  idea  of  the  nu- 
merous large  ports,  either  in  this  or  in  foreign  countries;  and,  in  fact^  our 
knowledge  was  confined,  merely,  to  the  little  space  on  which  we  were  accus- 
tonied  to  tread.     Whereas  now,  many  of  our  children,  from  ten  to  twelve  years 
of  age,  have  obtained  tolerably  correct  ideas  of  oil  parts  of  the  world.    The  art 
of  composing  and  writing  did  not  receive  any  attention  in  those  days.    It  ia 
ti'ue,  we  were  set  to  making  marks,  and  dashing  and  painting  them  with  our 
pens;  but,  Gentlemen,  there  are  but  few  now,  who  were  then  scholars,  that  can 
compose,  write  and  fold  a  letter,  in  so  handsome  a  form,  as  large  numbers  of 
our  children,  from  ten  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  can.    The  same  remark  may  be 
made  in  regard  to  reading,  spelling,  and  understanding  the  meaning  of  authors. 
In  regard  to  arithmetic  we  were  told,  if  we  had  ciphered  as  far  us  the  Rule  of 
Three,  we  knew  enough;  and,  as  (o  Fractions,  they  were  of  no  use  at  all.     We 
have  since  learned,  that  ordinary  business  calls  us  not  only  to  cipher  further 
than  the  Rule  of  Three  and  know  somethin;:^  of  Fractions,  but  it  requires  us  to  un- 
derstand the  })rinciples  of  arithmetic,  and  be  expert  in  the  practice  of  it    Eng- 
lish grammar  was  not  studied,  but  by  here  and  there  one.    And  we  were  told, 
by  some  of  the  brightest  geniuses  of  those  days  and  such  as  were  employed  as 
instructers,  that  they  knew  something  of  grammar;  that  is,  they  could  parse  it 
some,  biu  did  not  know  the  use  of  it,  nor  what  it  was  good  for.    We  cannot 
,  say  there  are  many  who  get  a  thorough  knowledge  of  grammar  in  our  schools 
at  the  present  day,  but  we  think  there  are  many  who  derive  a  considerable  de- 
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m^of  befD«fitfh>mth6Btiidyaf  it  And,  <m  the  whole,  tni  think  iSwrs  has 
Seen  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  condition  of  our  schools  fbr  devoral  yenrs; 
— as  children  are  required  to  attend  to  more  studies,  ore  instructed  more  in  pri- 
mary rules,  and  are  made  to  understand  the  brandies  to  which  they  attend, 
much  better  than  formerly, — especially  the  art  of  reading  with  propriety  and 
grace,  and  of  comprehending  the  meaning  of  the  authors.  Thd  pr'inbiptes  of 
arithmetic  are  much  better  understood  by  children,  from  ten  to  fifteen  yi^arS  of 
age,  than  they  formerly  were.  This  Is  probably  owing  to  the  Use  of  Hiatal 
arithmetic  when  very  young. 

But,  after  all,  miidh  remams  to  be  dbile;  and  vve  think  that,  v<^li,  th^  coope- 
ration of  the  school  committee,  the  parents  and  the  teacherd,  ih6t6  improve- 
ment can  he  made  in  the  condition  of  our  schools  in  one  year,  than  has  been 
made  for  the  last  twenty  years.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  result,  we  would 
propose  a  plan  which  we  think  proper  to  be  pursued.  In  the  first  place,  we 
would  have  every  scholar  supplied  with  books  of  the  best  kinds  that  can  be  se- 
lected, and  all  that  can  be  classed  together,  should  have  the  saftlekind,  through- 
out the  whole  town.  In  the  next  place,  we  would  select  the  best  of  teachers; 
such  as  are  not  only  qualified  to  teach  the  several  branches  of  science  which 
are  required  by  law,  but  are  competent  to  instruct  in  the  principles  of  honesty 
and  sobriety,  and  convince  their  pupils,  if  possible,  of  the  vast  importance  of 
pursuing  a  virtuous  course  of  conduct  We  would  have  all  oUr  schools  com- 
mence about  the  same  time.  We  would  have  all  the  teachers,  with  some  of 
their  scholars,  the  school  committee  and  others,  hold  a  meeting,  as  often,  at 
least,  as  once  a  week,  for  the  discussion  of  topics  relative  to  the  business  of 
teaching  and  governing  schools.  We  would  have  the  teachers  visit  each  oth- 
er's schools  as  often  as  convenient.  The  committee  shonld  visit  all  the  schools 
as  often,  and  give  such  instructions,  as  the  law  requires.  Parents  shotvld  be 
present  at  the  last  examination,  and,  as  often  as  convenient,  at  other  times. 

Some  evils  have  existed  in  this  town  which  ought  to  be  remedied.  One,  of 
which  we  shall  speak  particularly,  is  not  so  prevalent  now  as  heretofore.  It  is 
the  practice  of  teachers  commencing  their  schools  before  making  application 
to  the  school  committees  for  certificates ;  which  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
law.  In  such  cases  your  committees  have  sometimes  withheld  their  approba- 
tion; and  the  instances  are  probably  numerous,  where  tliey  have  given  certifi- 
cates to  those  whom  they  did  not  consider  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
teachers.    It  is  also  an  evil  that  teachers  are  employed  late  in  the  season  by 

Erudential  committee  men,  and  come  unprepared  to  commence  their  schools 
Bfore  they  have  been  approbated.    •    *    « 

We  therefore  give  it  us  our  opinion,  that  the  condition  of  our  schools  would 
be  greatly  improved  by  giving  the  choice  of  teachers  wholly  to  the  school  com- 
mittee, as  they  would  then  obtain  satisfactory  evidence  ot  their  qualificatious 
and  capacities  before  they  would  engage  them.    *    *    * 

*  *  Had  It  not  been  for  the  absence  of  one  of  your  committee  and  the  ill 
health  of  another,  we  think  [this]  school  would  have  been  stopped  and  some  of 
the  money  saved.  But  your  committee  have  some  doubts  whether  they  have  a 
right  to  stop  a  school,  as  there  is  nothing  to  that  effect  in  the  letter  of  the  law. 
We  think  this  point  ought  to  be  defined  by  the  Legiblature.    •    •    • 

There  are  defects  in  some  of  our  schoolhouses.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— David  Pratt,  Samuel  Glover. 


jy  TT-)rj^  UJl  y  i  (1)  Population.  2,789.    Valuation,  2449,113  30. 

'        '       *       '         c         Number  of  Public  Schools,  11. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  588— In  Winter,  695. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  353— In  Winter,  476. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  566  -*^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  73.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  »Vbool,  56. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  100  mths.  14  days.— hi  Summer,  67— In  Winter,  43  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer- M.  1— F.  10.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  10— P.  1. 
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(8>  Average  vakie  of  board  per  moml^-^Or  Makoi.  $9  90<««Of  Fcmi^Sy  $l»  76^ 
(9)  Average  wage*  per  meatb;  ezelative  of  b«Rr4— Of  Malee,  $n  (M^«-Of  Feieeles,  $9  67. 
{10)  Amouut  of  money  reised  by  faxes  for  fbe  support  of  Sciieols,  iaducNo^  e&ly  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  faef;  gZ^QO. 
(II)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  If  any,  contribpted  fbr  public  Schools,  g 
(1^)  No.  ft/*  incorporated  Apadeinifis,    ,"— Aggregate  of  iponthji  kept,     ^—Average  Jfc  of 
pcholurs,     .n-'AggfegfLifi  pawl  fpr  uiitioij,  g;       » 

(13)  ffte.  of  uniaearperated  Apf^eaiies,  Pfivate  Sklioolf,  aii4  Sehoo|s  kept  to  proloiag  Comaieii 

(Schools,  X.-- Af^igTegate  ol  montha  iBepi,  S^-nAverage  No.  of  Scbolars,  d$.f**Aggie^ 
iime  paid  for  tuition,  $6(30, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $       .^-Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  v8EB.<-*jS9petftiig»*-EmenMNi's  NatienaJ,  Haaen's  Speller  and  Defiaer*  JSMdiag^^ 
Worcester's  Series  of  Reading  Books.  Oromr/toiv-Siuith's.  Geograpfiy^^^iuey^n  and  Atiaa* 
Parley's.  AritAmedc— Smith's,  Emerson's  and  Parley's.  All  others— 'Hoston  School  Diction- 
ary, Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Comslock's  Chemistry  and  Philosophy. 

Remarks. — There  is  a  fund  of  $10,000  now  at  interest,  for  the  establishment 
and  support  of  a  High  School,  as  soon  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees  it  has 
accumulated  sufficiently  to  carry  it  into  operation.  It  is  the  munificent  bequest 
of  the  Hon.  Geo.  Partridge,  and  lias  been  at  interest  nearly  twelve  years. 

Besides  those  returned,  there  are  several  schools  kept  during  the  recess  of 
the  town  schools^  ior  small  scholars,  and  one  designed  fbr  children  under  four 
years  of  age. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  teachers  of  the  several  schools  have 
been  examined  according  to  law,  and  such,  and  such  only,  as  appeared  to  be 
qualified,  have  been  furnished  with  certificates.    *    *    • 

We  are  happy  to  state,  that  for  several  years  past,  and  during  the  last  year  in 
particular,  there  has  been  manifest  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the 
schools;  and  this  improvement^  we  think,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  endeavors 
which  have  been  made  to  establish  a  uniformity  of  books,  and  to  cause  all  the 
Bcholai*s  to  be  supplied  with  the  same.  And  we  doubt  not  that  all  parents  and 
guardians,  who  feel  interested  in  the  education  of  their  children,  will  be  so  far 
convinced  of  the  utility  of  this  regulation,  that  they  will  henceforth  not  only  be 
reconciled  to  it,  but  will  give  it  their  unifbrm  and  hearty  support. 

To  follow  up  this  improvement,  so  happily  begun,  we  respectfully  recom- 
mend to  each  and  every  district  in  the  town,  to  purchase  a  school  library.  Such 
a  library  has  been  prepared  by  the  iioard  of  Education,  and  is  now  ready  fbr 
delivery  to  purchasers.  The  Legisiature  of  the  State  have  encouraged  this 
measure,  by  authorizing  each  district  to  raise  thirty  dollars  for  the  first  year, 
and  ten  dollars  in  each  succeeding  year,  to  procure  a  school  library ;  and  we 
are  fully  of  the  opinion,  that  the  pleasure  and  instruction  which  might  be  de- 
rived from  the  perusal  of  the  l)ooks,  both  by  parents  and  children,  would  be 
an  ample  compensation  for  the  money  laid  out  in  obtaining  them. 

We  rejoice  to  see  the  general  willingness  of  the  peo[)le  in  appropriating  the 
means  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  rising  generation.  *  *  But  at  the 
same  time,  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  regret,  that  'the  children  are 
not  furnished  with  better  accommodations  in  most  of  the  schoolhouses.  With 
two  or  three  exceptions,  the  schoolhouses  throughout  tlie  town  are  very  faulty, 
in  regard  to  their  internal  construction.  *  *  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
teacher,  in  his  endeavors  to  keep  order,  thou<;h  naturally  of  a  mild  disposition, 
will  insensibly  become  a  tyrant.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  many  children  are  indifferent,  or  unwilling  to  go  to  school,  and  when  there, 
dinlike  their  studies  and  perhaps  their  teacher  too,  and  both  get  n  bad  name, 
when  the  originating  cause  is  not  in  tlieir  bad  dispositions,  hut  chiefly,  if  not 
altogether,  in  the  ill-constructed  and  incommodious  schoolhouse.  In  order  to 
make  children  love  their  school,  love  tiieir  studies  and  their  teachers,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  place,  where  they  are  to  spend  months  and  years  in  acquiring 
an  eductttiou,  should  be  made  as  comibrtabie,  coavauient,  aad  pieaaing  UB  pos* 
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•iMe.    This  being  done,  let  there  be  a  raitmble  supply  of  books  and  a  compe 
tent  teacher  in  each  school,  and,  generally  sfieakin^,  parents  may  rest  assured 
that  their  children  will  honor  them  by  ffood  behavior,  and  hy  making  the  de- 
sired improvement  in  the  various  branches  of  a  useful  education.    *    *    * 

We  find  the  whole  number  of  scholars 'belonging  to  the  several  districts  to  be 
695;  and  from  the  registers  kept  by  the  teachers  and  returned  to  us,  we  find 
that  the  average  attendance  on  school  is  but  about  428.  This  is  a  great  defi- 
ciency, and  we  feel  it  to  be  our  (hity  to  call  the  attention  of  parents  to  this  sub- 
ject, aud  to  entreat  them  to  consider  how  much  the  education  of  their  children 
IS  prevented  for  want  of  a  constant  and  regular  attendance  on  school,  while  it 
is  keeping.  Parents  can,  in  a  great  measure,  provide  the  remedy.  To  them 
we  look,  and  to  them  we  adilress  our  earnest  solicitations,  that  they  will  not 
detain  their  children  from  school  unnecessarily,  but  will  cause  them  to  attend 
as  constantly  and  punctually  as  possitile,  that  they  may  receive  the  whole  bene- 
fit of  our  happy  school  establishment,  and  thus  become  qualified,  in  their  riper 
years,  for  respectability  and  usefulness.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  — G.  B.  Weston,  Thomas  Beedb,  ^rastus  H.  Bartlett. 


E.  BRIDGE  WATER,  )'**  J£«t^S  slltS' ***'"'"*'■ 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Sammer,  429 — In  Winter,  485. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  311 — In  Winter,  341. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  563. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  53  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  31— In  Winter,  22  7. 
{6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — -F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  7 — F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $3\  55 — To  Fe'males,  $\^  92. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $S  28 — Of  Females,  $5  47. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-^f  Males,  gtS  27 — Of  Females,  $9  45. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  6. — ^Av^rage  number  of 

Scholars,  22. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^93. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  J^.^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  34. — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^55. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  jg[S30  00. — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — New  National.  Reading — ^First  Class  Book,  Introduction  to  Na- 
tional Reader,  Popular  Lessons,  Emerson's  Primer.  Crrammar— Smith's.  Geography— 
Woodbridge's,  Peter  Parley's.  ^rt//tm«<ic— Smith's,  Colbuni's  First  Lessons,  Federal  Calcu- 
lator, Emerson's  3d  Part.  All  o</i«rx^-Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Comstock's  Natural 
Philosophy  and  Chemistry,  Colburu's  Algebra. 

SsLECTioirs  FROM  Report.  *  *  The  committee  take  pleasure  in  stating, 
that  an  increasing  interest,  in  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  schools, 
is  manifest  in  every  district 

In  all  the  districts  except  one,  a  number  of  the  parents  of  the  children  have 
visited  the  school  at  the  closing  examination.  The  committee  earnestly  desire, 
that  this  practice  may  become  more  fashionable ;  or  rather,  that  parents  would 
consider  it  an  imperative  duty  to  visit  the  schools  at  the  closing  examina- 
tion.   *    •    • 

The  prudential  committees  deserve  much  credit  for  their  effectual  exertions, 
in  procuring  competent  and  skilful  teachers.  Much  improvement  has  been 
made  the  past  year  in  the  mode  of  teaching.    *    *    * 
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The  Bebool  oohitnittea  are  pleated  to  ofaaervB)  that  there  has  been  more  \ttkU 
formiVf  in  the  uc»  of  school  books  the  past  year,  than  in  former  years ;  at  the 
nme  time,  they  regret,  that,  in  some  instances,  school  books  ha?e  been  intre^ 
dttoed  by  teachers,  which  were  not  authorised  by  the  school  committee.  *  *  * 

SCHOOL  COMailTT£E.^AAR0ii  HobaHt^  Ezra  Kiw^uah,  Wklcqmx  Youso. 
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fTAT  rjP4Y  5 <^)  Population, 781,    Valualion,  Jfll?^ 36, 

xiJiAjirJi^,     ....        J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  aU  ag«8  in  «11  the  Schools— Iq  Summer,  124— In  Winter,  U>9. 

(3)  Average  auendanee  in  the  Schools—In  Summer,  92— In  Winter,  120. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  ia  the  town,  160.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

yea^s  of  age  who  attend  Sehod,     ^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  10. 
{5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  2d  mths.  21  days— In  Summer,  14  14— In  Winter,  14  7, 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^— M.   — F.  d.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wag^s  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^23  00 — ^To  Females,  jll  20# 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $6  00— Of  Females,  $i  80. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $11 00— Of  Females,  ^6  40« 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  mrages  of 

Teaeben,  hoard  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  f 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .•—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Conmoe 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  4.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  35.— Aggrov 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $10. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.- fifpe//tf^ — National  and  Cummings'.  ISeodftn^^Worcester's  Series,  Ameri- 
can First  ClasH  Book,  National  Reader  and  Introduction,  Newl^tament.  Oramauw^^SmWtft, 
Ged^opAv— Woodbridge's,  Smith's  and  Foley's.  ilritAmclic— North  Amerieaa,  1st,  %d  and 
3d  Parts,  Smith's,  Colburn's.  All  o(A«r»— Blake's  Philosophy,  Paiey's  Theology,  General  His- 
tory, History'  of  the  U.  S.,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Chemistry. 

Remark. — ^The  Surplus  Revenue  is  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  sdiods. 
Interest,  $96. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  are  happy  to  state  thai 
teachers  have  been  employed  the  past  year,  possessing  suitable  literary  qualifi-* 
cations,  and  who  have  labored  generally  with  much  zeal  and  with  considerable 
success.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  when  the  art  of  communicating  knowledge 
shall  be  more  fully  attained  by  teachers,  still  more  rapid  improvements  will  be 
witnessed,  and  consequently  much  time  and  labor  will  be  saved,  and  greater 
fiicilities  for  acquiring  an  education  enjoyed. 

But  as  this  subject  is  receiving  much  attention  in  our  community,  it  may  be 
unnecessary  to  introduce  it  here,  any  further  than  to  give  our  hearty  concur- 
rence in  the  establishment  of  the  Normal  school  system. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  looking  at  the  return  and  comparing  the  whole  number  of 
scholars  with  the  average  attendance,  that  in  some  districts  there  has  not  been 
that  punctuality  which  is  desired. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  every  person,  that  where  acfaolBrs  ere  coming  in  end 
going  out  of  school  at  all  hours  in  the  day,  we  cannot  #xpBCt  raueh  iniprove»- 
ment ;  and  we  may  expeet  itill  less,  when  ehildren  are  ailoired  to  attend 
school  one  or  two  days  in  a  week,  and  kept  out  the  remainder  of  the  tiofte* 

If  parents,  instead  of  sending  children  to  school  when  they  can  be  spared 
from  home,  should  keep  them  at  home  onlv  when  they  may  be  spared  from 
eehool,  they  would  save  much  time  in  the  end,  besides  afibrdiog  theur  chjidfea 
«  fliueh  better  opportunity  for  aoquiring  an  eduflatioo. 
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The  ezperiment  of  employing  female  teachers  has  been  tried  in  two  of  the 
districts  the  past  winter,  and,  as  your  committee  believe,  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults. It  is  admined  on  all  sides,  that  fiBmale  teaching  is  preferable  to  male, 
especially  for  small  children, — therefore  we  can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  be 
confined  to  ono  part  of  the  year  rather  than  another.  *  *  In  one  district  the 
school  has  been  lengthened  two  months  in  consequence  of  employing  a  fiemale. 

Your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  importance,  in  point 
of  economy,  of  having  a  warm  and  comfortable  school-room. 

In  one  district,  where  the  schoolbouse  is  old  and  very  open,  a  suitable  stove 
was  purchased  at  the  commencement  of  the  winter  school,  which  has  not  only 
added  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  room,  but  made  great  saving  in  fuel.  For- 
merly it  cost  (15  for  wood  ten  weeks, — ^this  winter  it  cost  only  $10  for  wood 
twenty  weeks. 

In  another  district,  the  past  winter,  $23  have  been  expended  for  fuel  for  a 
school  of  fourteen  weeks,  and  still  the  house  has  been  extremely  uncomfortable. 

Your  committee  have  no  other  object  in  view,  in  throwing  out  these  hints, 
than  the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation.  The  appropriations  of  the  town  for 
schools  for  two  years  past,  as  compared  with  former  years,  have  been  liberal; 
indeed,  under  present  circumstances,  we  cannot  ask  for  more.  But  it  becomes 
us  to  apply  our  funds  with  all  the  prudence  and  wisdom  whicli  we  can  com- 
mand.   *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.-^Ctrus  Mortoit,  Mosxs  C.  Crookxr,  Johh  T.  Z.  Thomsos. 


ffANnVPJ?  $(^)  Population,  1 ,435.    Valuation,  |[254,178 33. 

XlAI\UV£iXt,    ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  357 — ^In  Winter,  401. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  249— In  Winter,  280. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  461. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — Np.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  66  mths.  14  days. — In  Summer,  34  14— In  Winter,  22. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.    — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter—M.  6 — ^F.  2 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $flB  75— To  Females,  ^12  68. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1  83— Of  Females,  ^4  87. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board^-Of  Males,  $\S  92— Of  Females,  $7  81. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $1,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  |[20. 

(IS)  No.  of  ineorporated  Academies,  I.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  10.— -Average  aamberof 
Scholars,  25.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $300, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3.— Average.  No.  of  Sfholars,  20.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $30, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $        ;   .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — /9;)«//ti^s;— National.  /Zea^ftne:- Worcester's  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  Books,  Rhe- 
torical Reader,  National  Reader,  First  Class  Book,  Scriptures.  Gramnuzr^— Smith's.  Geog' 
ra^v-— Smith's.  All  others — ^U.  S.  History,  Russell's  Lessons  in  Enunciation,  Watts  on  the 
Mmci,  Natural  Philosophy. 

Sklections  from  Rkfort.  .  *  *  The  committee  feel  bound  to  state,  that 
the  experience  of  the  past  year  convinces  them  of  the  necessity  of  greater  cau- 
tion in  the  selection  of  competent  teachers,  and  of  a  more  rigid  examination, 
especially  in  the  first  rudiments  of  learning.  It  is  here,  that  they  have  found 
the  greatest  deficiency, — one  that  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  failures,  that  have 
attended  some  of  the  schools  the  past,  year.  Persons,  who  present  themselves 
for  the  important  office  of  teaching  our  children  and  youth,  should  be  rebuked 
for  theur  presumption,  when  they  are  manifestly  ignorant  of  the  simplest  nidi- 
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ments  of  ichool  learning,  by  justly  withholdiag  from  them  certificates  of 
approbation.  The  committee  are  opposed  to  a  captious  examination,  carried 
to  vexatious  extremes*  Hut  they  would  recommend,  that  the  town  require  the 
school  committee  to  make  a  full  and  candid  examination  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  candidates,  who  would  assume  the  responsibility  of  giving  to  the  town 
some  equivalent  for  the  money  they  receive.  The  amount  of  money  raised 
annually  for  schools,  is  surely  worth  looking  after  with  a  careful  supervision, 
especially  when  we  consider  the  immense  good  which  a  proper  expenditure 
would  secure,  and  the  vast  evil  which  results  from  an  unwise  one.  The  com- 
mittee have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  too  great  indifference  to  this  subject 
seems  to  prevail  throughout  the  town.  The  inhabitants  look  out  with  greater 
interest,  a(\er  their  roads  and  bridges,  and  other  concerns  of  comparatively 
minor  importance,  than  what  they  evince  in  the  great  subject  of  educating  the 
rising  generation.  Every  parent,  every  citizen,  the  rich  and  poor,  the  high  and 
low  together,  have  an  interest  in  the  suitable  education  of  the  rising  race,  pro- 
portionate  to  the  unspeakable  value  of  our  republican  institutions,  which  can 
be  ti'ansmitted  and  perpetuated  through  future  generations,  only  by  a  virtu- 
ous and  an  enlightened  people.  Let  us  look  well  then  to  our  Common  Schools. 
Let  the  inhabitants  of  the  various  districfs  unite  in  requiring  their  agents  to 
employ  only  such  persons  as  teachers,  as  will  l)ear  a  good  examination ;  and 
this  will  do  much  towards  elevating  our  schools.  The  committee  regret  to 
state  that  the  schools,  generally,  are  too  backward,  considering  the  amount  of 
money,  which  is  raised  for  their  support  This  is  not  owing  to  any  want  of 
capacity  or  aptitude,  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  attending  the  schools ;  but  to 
the  apathy  which  prevails  too  generally,  in  relation  to  education.  The  com- 
mittee would  recommend,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  districts  endeavor 
to  excite  a  decider  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  in  their  own  district, 
and  the  schools  generally.  By  conversation,  by  reading,  by  visiting  occasion- 
ally the  schools  in  their  own  district,  by  encouraging  the  teachers  and  scholars, 
in  their  several  labors,  it  is  believed,  that  the  character  of  the  schools  would  be 
speedily  elevated,  so  as  to  bear  a  comparison  with  any  of  the  Common  Schools 
in  the  Commonwealth.  One  great  cause  of  the  low  condition  of  the  schools,  the 
committee  attribute  to  the  erroneous  practice  of  putting  the  scholars  forward 
beyond  their  real  attainments,  to  the  neglect  of  studies  absolutely  essential  to 
success  in  any  study  whatever.  This  evil,  the  committee  endeavored  to  rem- 
edy, and,  in  a  number  of  cases,  succeeded  to  the  manifest  improvement  of  the 
schools  concerned.  They  are  constrained  to  state,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  that 
in  several  cases,  they  were  unalile  to  effect  a  change,  such  was  the  apparent 
determination  of  the  instructors  to  pursue  their  own  plans,  irrespective  of  the 
suggestions  and  request  of  v  the  committee  made  in  the  regular  discharge  of 
their  prescribed  duties.  Such  a  disregard  of  the  wishes  of  the  committee  was 
attended  by  such  results  as  they  had  reason  to  anticipate ;  and  the  schools, 
where  the  instructors  had  the  wisdom,  or  the  assurance,  to  dishonor  the  action 
of  the  committee,  fell  far  behind  the  others,  at  the  closing  examinations.  *  *  • 

it  gives  the  committee,  however,  great  pleasure  to  say,  that  most  of  the  teach- 
ers employed,  evinced  great  deference  to  their  opinions,  and  zealously  carried 
out  their  suggestions  to  the  manifest  advantage  of  the  schools  under  their  care, 
in  respect  to  good  order  and  mental  improvement.  The  first  rudiments  of 
learning  were  diligently  attended  to  in  those  schools,  and  perfect  lessons,  in 
most  cases,  required  and  secured,  and  the  closing  examinations  were  highly 
satisfactory.    •    *    * 

The  district  have  erected  a  large  and  commodious  schoolhouse,  and  very 
fully  provided  for  thorough  ventilation.  A  library  of  filly  volumes,  through  the 
liberality  of  a  gentleman,  who  received  the  first  rudiments  of  his  education  in 
the  district,  has  been  given  for  the  use  of  the  scholars  and  the  parents.  It  has 
been  much  used  by  the  scholars,  with  the  most  decided  benefit.    *  ,  *    * 

In  relation  to  employing  female  teachers  for  the  winter  term  in  districts 
where  the  schools  are  large,  consisting  of  youth,  in  a  large  proportion  not  in 
school  during  the  summer,  and  verging  on  majority,  the  committee  are  of  the 
opinion,  that  it  is  inexpedient.  For  the  younger  portion  of  scholars,  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  that  females  are,  in  some  respects,  even  better  fitted  than  males, 
But|  for  large  schools,  filled  up  with  large  boys  and  young  men,  there  cau  be 
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no  doubt  ia  reflecting  mindly  that  men  of  nerve  and  firoitte88»  of  the  reqoiiite 
quali^atioDs,  are  eepeeially  needed  The  young  and  fragile  female,  fa«wev«r 
well  fitted,  intellectually,  ibr  the  task,  inatinctiTely  abrinka  frora  the  ardcur  and 
turbulence  of  ripened  boyhood,  and  turns  to  the  eaaier  and  not  less  lOfiportaBt 
duty  of  instructing  tlie  younger  portion  of  our  children.  These  remarks  are 
not  intended  for  any  particular  case,  but  are  made  as  involvmg  a  general  prin- 
eiple,  which  in  its  operations,  is  connected  with  the  highest  welfare  of  the 
youth  attending  our  winter  schools.    •    «    * 

Another  cause  of  disorder  and  confusion  in  our  schools,  is  a  want  of  ititereat 
and  cooperation  on  the  part  of  parenta.  A  little  more  interest  in  the  perenfls 
breast,  would  lead  to  inquiry  and  cooperation  with  the  teachers  and  the  eom- 
mittee,  and  would  do  very  much  towards  reducing  the  schools  to  good  order 
and  wholesome  discipline. 

Another  prolific,  and  almost  necessary,  cause  of  disorder  and  bad  manage^- 
ment,  is  found  in  the  bad  construction  of  most  of  our  school  houses,  llwiy  of 
them  are  too  small.  The  seats  are  too  narrow  and  high.  The  floor  is  an  in- 
clined plane,  so  steep  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  move  upon  it  without  dis^ 
turtiance.  The  writing  ibrm,  or  desk,  is  too  fkr  from  the  seat  on  which  the 
scholar  sits,  who  is  obliged  to  make  movements  attended  by  some  noise. 
There  is  little  or  no  provision  made  for  purifying  the  air  by  ventilation,  or  ibr 
legulatiog  the  temperature  of  the  room.  The  air  in  a  short  time  is  vitiated, 
and  made  noxious  to  health.  A  necemary  laHsitude  or  morbid  excitement  fol- 
lows, resulting  in  the  evils  named,  which  renders  it  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not 
almost  impossible,  to  keep  a  school,  under  such  circumstances,  in  subordina- 
tion. If  any  intelligent  parent  will  visit  one  of  these  small  schoolhouses,  filled 
with  small  scholars,  in  the  afternoon,  and  stand  upon  one  of  the  seats  where  he 
will  inhale  the  vitiated  air ;  if  he  will  investigate  the  physical  causes  of  the  dis- 
order which  will  almost  spontaneously,  be  breaking  out,  he  will  be  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  tliese  remarks.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that 
the  interests  of  education,  and  of  future  generations,  would,  be  immeasurably 
promoted  by  an  enlarge ment  and  scienti^c  arrangement  of  most  of  the  sehool- 
bouses  in  town. 

Another  defect  is  a  deficiency  of  appropriate  books,  in  some  of  the  schools. 
*  *  To  send  a  child  to  school  for  three  months,  without  the  neeciful  books, 
is  not  so  wise  as  to  send  a  hired  man  into  the  cornfield,  without  a  hoe  or 
plough,  to  till  the  soil.    *    *    * 

Another  defect,  in  some  districts,  arises  from  the  non-attendance  of  the 
scholars,  belonging  to  the  schools.  It  is  for  the  future  respectability  of  the 
scholars,  for  the  honor  of  the  town,  and  ibr  the  welfare  d  the  State,  tlmt  every 
acholar  should  be  induced  to  attend  school  The  inhabitants  of  the  several 
districts,  by  a  little  attention  to  this  subject,  might  cause  the  blessings  of  a 
common  education  to  be  enjoyed  by  all. 

Another  important  defect  in  our  schools,  is  a  want  of  moral  training  and  in- 
struction, required  by  law,  and  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institu- 
tions and  government  Too  many  of  our  teachers  neglect  this  part  of  their 
duty  almost  entirely.  They  appear  to  think  that  they  have  dischargcwl  their 
duty,  when  they  have  attended  to  the  intellect  of  our  children,  and  that  they 
have  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  their  manners,  and  morals,  and  habits.  But 
this  is  a  gross  mistake,  as  considerations  drawn  from  reason,  common  sense, 
morality,  religion,  and  the  character  and  requisitions  of  our  government,  will 
fully  show.  There  need  be  nothing  sectarian  taught  in  our  schools.  But  where 
a  teacher  is  encouraged  and  qualified  to  impart  instruction  in  morality,  and  the 
eemmon  principles  of  religion,  he  is  a  most  powerful  coadjutor  of  parents,  and 
amost  useful  conservator  of  republican  institutions,  and  the  numberless  bless- 
ings of  liberty  and  good  order. 

Another  defect,  which  has  already  been  alluded  to,  is  a  neglect  of  the  ftiiin- 
dation  of  learning,  and  attending  to  studies  which  belong  to  the  superetructure. 
Spelling,  and  defining  the  powere  and  sounds  of  letters,  and  reading,  are  too 
much  neglected.  The  consequence  is,  that  our  children  grow  up  greatly  igno- 
rant of  these  things,  and  when  called  to  make  use  of  these  qualifications,  they 
experience  embarrassment  and  mortification,  where  they  ought  to  be  perfectly 
at  home.  The  committee  have  labored  to  correct  this  (iefeci,  but  they  need 
the  cooperation  of  parenta  to  be  auccessfuL 
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AiMdier  defect,  end  breech  ef  lew,  is  the  employmeiit  e<  teachers  in  the 
Bcbooie  before  they  have  been  ezamiDed  and  approbated  by  the  eommittee. 
Where  a  teacher  hem  commenced  his  school  before  passing  the  ordeal  of  ezsm- 
ination,  itjn^aces  the  comoiittee  and  candkbite  both,  in  eiubarrassing  circum- 
stances. Tlie  committee  resolved  to  follow  the  law  on  this  subject,  and  not 
u»agt ;  and  iu  this  they  need  the  concurrence  of  the  several  prudential  com- 
mittees. 

The  committee  would  suggest  to  the  town,  the  expediency  of  requiring  the 
prudential  committees  to  engage  teachers  for  their  several  schools,  on  the  ex- 
prese  condition  that  they  shall  follow  the  directions  of  the  school  committee. 
Were  this  to  be  a  rule  of  the  town,  the  schools  might  be  brought  into  a  better 
condition,  without  the  embarrassment  and  difficulty,  which  attend,  at  present, 
the  action  of  the  committee. 

The  law  authorizes  the  several  districts  to  raise  money  for  procuring  appa- 
ratus, and  forming  a  library.  From  inquiry,  and  witnessing^  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  the  library,  in  district  No.  2,  the  committee  are  fully  persuaded,  that  a 
small  amount  of  money,  annually  appropriated  to  this  object,  could  not  be  more 
usefully  expended.  £ven  a  few  copies  of  Parley's  Magazine,  a  monthly  peri- 
odical at  one  dollar  per  year,  and  so  universally  a  favorite  with  children,  would 
do  much  in  exciting  a  taste  for  reading,  which  is  so  deficient  in  our  schools. 
*  *  But  the  committee  are  inclined  to  think,  that  the  districts  would  realize 
a  great  good,  which  would  be  realized  by  their  children  also,  were  they  to  es- 
tablish small  libraries,  for  the  use  of  the  several  schools  and  the  parents,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  should  see  fit  to  adopt.  There  are  two  series 
of  books  in  preparation,  in  Boston,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  which,  from  all  that  the  committee  can  learn,  will  afifbrd 
great  facilities  to  towns,  in  forming  libraries  of  a  high  order,  adapted  to  impart 
knowledge  on  all  subjects  needful  to  respectability  and  usefulness  in  the  vari- 
ous walks  of  life.    •    •    • 

The  committee  have  witnessed  in  the  schools,  an  evil  arising  from  the  great 
diversity  of  systems,  and  the  too  great  neglect  of  all  system,  in  writing.  The 
scholara  hardly  have  time  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  notions  of  one  teacher,  be- 
fore they  are  called  on  to  unlearn  Ms  notions,  and  follow  those  of  some  other 
teacher.  In  this  way,  the  scholar  seldom  is  able  to  form  an  easy  and  elegant 
hand  writing.    •    •    * 

The  committee  will  close,  by  reminding  the  town  of  the  vast  importance  of 
education.  It  has  been  said  by  the  enemies  of  our  free  institutions,  that  the 
people  are  incapable  of  self-government ;  and,  consequently,  that  our  republic 
must  sooner  or  later  be  shivered  to  atoms.  But  an  experiment  of  ^i\y  yeara 
has  shown,  that  the  people  are  capable  of  self-government,  and  of  understand- 
ing the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  carrying  them  out  in  their 
manifold  applications.  But  what  is  it  which  fits  the  people  for  this  high  trust  ? 
What^  but  virtue,  nurtured  by  morality  and  intelligence  ?  Our  fathers,  by  far- 
reaching  wisdom,  not  only  built  the  meeting-house,  and  trained  their  children 
to  attend  its  hallowed  ministrations,  but  erected  also  the  school  house,  as  the 
nursery  of  learning,  patriotism,  morality  aud  virtue.  Let  us  cherish  the  insti- 
tutions, which  our  fathera  laid  in  their  wisdom,  sanctified  by  their  prayers,  and 
defended  by  their  blood.  Let  us  cherish  our  Common  schools,  and  make 
them  to  our  children,  and  children's  children,  the  blessings  they  are  designed 
to  be ;  and  then  they  will  be  the  place,  where  future  Wasbingtons  and  Frank- 
lins shall  drink  in  the  principles  of  morality,  intelligence,  patriotism,  and  uni- 
versal liberty.    *    ♦    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEEw— A.  G.  DuvcAS,  Joshua  Stddlit. 


fTAJV^ON'  \^^^  Population,  1 ,05P.    Valuation,  $  1 64,4S7  25. 

'        •       *       *       •       (        Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  aj^es  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  263— In  Winter,  255. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Scliouls— In  Summer,  179 — In  Winter,  175. 

(4)  Ncof  peraons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  816.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  Sebool,  il^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  atfiend  School,^  18* 
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(d)  Afgregtttfl  iMglk  of  the  SelMoki,  4t  mthf,  14  daji.— In  SvmiBer,S5  Sl.«— In  Wmter,  15  21. 
<6)  No.  of  Teacben  in  Samnier— M.  — F.  7^— No.  of  Teaehen  in  Winter— M.  S — F.  3. 
^7)  Avera^  wages  paid  per  month,  inciading board— To  Males,  gtl  50— To  Females,  5^  ^• 
^8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $\0  00 — Of  Females,  $5  13. 
(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  ezclasive  of  board — Of  Males,  5^*^^^^ — ^^  Females,  jjlB  IS. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  S^^' 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fiiel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  gH, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   /^^Aggrcgate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  nomber  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g    . 

^18)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolonf^  Commoa 
Schools,  2.— •Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^19  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .-^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — £(p«//tng^— American  Expositor,  Walker's  Dictionary,  National  Spelling  Book. 
J2«a(^ii^g— Worcester's  Ist,  2d,  3d  and  4tb  Books,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader.  Bible.  Great- 
mar— {Smith's.  Geographic — Parlev's  and  OIney's.  ilriMme^ic— Smith's,  Colburn'a  and  Em* 
Arson's  1st  Part.  AU  o</icr*— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Blake's  Natural  Philosophy, 
Watts  on  the  Mind. 

No  Repokt  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Freeman  P.  How  land,  Bo  wen  Barkeb,  Elmer  Hewstt. 


TT  T  \r  ry  ZT  A  ji/r  5(^)  Population,  3,415.    Valuation,  ^641  ^907  27. 

XlIiyOrllJLm,    ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  633 — In  Winter,  C69. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  431 — In  Winter,  451. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  959. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  114  mths. — In  Summer,  60— In  Winter,  54. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.  4 — F.  6. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  6— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  $3S  06 — ^To  Females,  ^14  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^10  00— Of  Females,  $6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  j[23  00 — Of  Females*  gS  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ;^2,742  10. 

(11)  Ataiount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  89. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $\fiO0» 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Conimoo 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  50. — ^Aggre* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $305.  ' 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  S        .—Income  from  same,  $ 


Books  vsKD^r-SpelUng — ^Enierson's  and  Worcester's  Primer,  National   Spelling  Book. 


burn's  First  Lessons  and  Plates,  Colburn's  Sequel.  All  o</ter«— Colburn's  Algebra,  Flint's  Sur- 
veying, Goodrich's  History,  Supplement  to  do..  Walker's  Geometry,  Walker's  DtcUonacy 
Robinson's  Book-keeping. 

Remarks. — ^  Whole  expenses  of  the  schools  the  past  year,  $3,014  95." 
*'  There  is  an  undivided  Poor  and  School  Fund,  which  amounted,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1840,  to  $9,287  63.    Interest  on  the  above,  paid  into  the  town  trea- 
sury, $464  22." 


SCHOOL  RETURNS.  423 

ScitScnoNS  FROM  Report.  *  -  *  The  present  is  a  period  when  it  may  be  J 
emphatically  said  that  the  schoolmaster  is  abroad  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts^ 
The  subject  of  public  instructioD  in  CommoD  Schools  has,  for  a  time,  engaged 
the  attention  of  many  of  the  wise  and  the  philanthropic.  And  the  intelligence 
diffused  on  the  subject,  through  the  medium  of  conventions,  lectures,  pamph- 
lets and  reports,  has  been  such  as  to  awaken  an  interest  that  cannot  but  operate 
for  ultimate  good  to  the  cause.    *    *    * 

The  uniform  and  steady  support  which  has,  for  the  last  ten  years,  been  given 
to  our  Public  Schools,  has  been  productive  of  a  uniformity  of  action  and  har- 
mony of  leeiing  on  the  subject,  which,  perhaps,  is  unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  the  town ;— while,  at  the  same  time,  it  denotes  the  existence  of  the  true  spirit 
in  relation  to  an  institution,  which  diffuses  its  benefits  with  an  impartial  hand, 
and  which  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  institution  upon  which  a  government, 
like  ours,  can  rely  for  effectual  support    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Galbb  Bates,  John  Kihoman,  Rdfus  Lowe,  Luther 
Stephshson,  David  Fearing,  Crocker  Wilder,  Jr.,  Caleb  Hersey. 


TTTTT  T  C(l)  Population,  180.    Valaation,  558,100  85. 

nUl^Lj,   ......       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  L 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  30 — ^In  Winter,  40. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  SO — In  Winter,  30. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  agpe  in  the  town,  43.. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  4. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  5. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  7  mths. — ^In  Summer,  4— In  Winter,  3. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.   — F.  1. — ^No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  1 — ^F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^30  00 — ^To  Females,  $i%  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %\0  OO— Of  Females,  |f6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^20  00— Of  Females,  £6  00. 

( 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  ol 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^84. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^61. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,        . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,     . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(14)  Amount  of  Loeal  Funds,  $  <^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — £|pctfv^g:'— National.  Readmg^-'Vini  Class  Book  and  National  Reader. 
Grammar— Smith's.  Geography — ^American.  ^rt<Ame<tc— Emerson's.  All  o<Atfr»— Good- 
rich's History,  Jones'  Philosophy,  Jones'  Chemistry,  Guy's  Astronomy. 

No  Report  fix>ni  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Robert  Gould,  Moses  B.  Tower. 


JTTMCi  ^Tn  7\T  5  (^)  Population,  1^1.    Valuation,  $m,4!rj  SO, 

J%.1  i V  cro  1  Uiy ,       .      .      .       J        j^^^^^^^  ^^  p^^,.^  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  266 — In  Winter,  270. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  171-«Iu  Winter,  193. 

(4y  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  344.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  31.— *No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.— In  Summer,  30  14— In  Winter,  17  14. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  ui  Sommei^M.  — F.  7<— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  4— F.  1. 
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(6)  Agfrag«i«lMgthofUM8elKwb,41nthf.l4da78.--InSaiiiiim,S^ 

<6)  No.  of  Taacben  io  Sanmor— M.  «-F.  7.^No.  of  Tesehera  in  Wiiil8r--.Bf.  t— F.  3. 

(7)  Avorage  wag«t  paid  per  moath,  includiog board— To  Males,  $n  50— To  Females,  5^  ^• 
{S)  Average  value  of  board  per  moath— Of  Males,  S^O  (X>— Of  Females,  $5  13. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclasive  of  board — Of  Males,  gVJ  fiO — Of  Females,  J^8  11 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  J[700. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  coatribuled  for  Public  Schools,  gl5, 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  ^--Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  oomber  of 

Scholars,     .-^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

^18)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  3. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  . — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^9  ^* 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — £(p«^tiig>— American  Expositor,  Walker's  Dictionary,  National  Spelling  Book. 
Reading — Worcester's  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4tb  Books,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader,  Bible.  Gram- 
mar— Smith's.  Geoeraphtf — Parley's  and  OIney's.  ^IrtMme^uv-Smith's,  Golbura's  and  Em- 
erson's 1st  Part.  AU  o</ier«— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Blake's  Natural  Philosophy, 
Watts  on  the  Mind. 

No  RcPo&T  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Fkeemah  P.  How  land,  Bowem  Barker,  Elmer  Hewett. 


TJTfJ  r*TJ  ATUf  S(^)  Population;  3,415.    Valuation,  5^41,907  27. 

±lirH\jrtlALyi^    ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  10. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools-— In  Summer,  633— In  Winter,  669. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  431— In  Winter,  451. 

^4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  959. — No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—-No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School, 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  114  mths.— In  Summer,  60— In  Winter,  54. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  4— F.  6. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — ^M.  5— F.  4. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^33  06 — ^To  Females,  %\^  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  5 10  00— Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  j[23  00 — Of  Females,  ;^8  00. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^S,74S  10. 
{11)  Ataount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  % 
(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  89. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  51*000. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Coniraoo 

Schools,  2.— -Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  50. — ^Aggre. 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  j305.  ' 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %       . — Income  from  same,  % 

Books  vsKJ).r^Spelling — ^Eaterson's  and  Worcester's  Primer,  National  Spelling  Book. 
Reading—Young  Reader,  Introduction  to  the  National  Reader,  National  Reader,  American 
First  Class  Book,  Classical  Reader.  GrammAr"— Smith's.  Geographtf — Worcester's  and  At* 
las,  Woodbridge's  and  Atlas,  Worcester's  First  Book.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  Part  1,  Col- 
burn's  First  Lessons  and  Plates,  Colbum's  Sequel.  AU  others — Colburn's  Algebra,  Flint's  Sur- 
veying, Goodrich's  History,  Supplement  to  do.,  Walker's  Geometry,  Walker's  Dictionaiy 
Robinson's  Book-keeping. 

Remarks. — *^  Whole  expenses  of  the  schools  the  past  year,  $3,014  95." 
*'  There  is  an  undivided  Poor  and  School  Fund,  which  amounted,  on  the  Ist 
of  January,  1840,  to  $9,287  63.    Interest  on  the  above,  |mid  into  the  town  trea- 
sury, $464  22." 


SCHOOL  RETUENS.  423 

SELEcnoira  FROM  Report.  *  *  The  present  is  a  period  when  it  may  be  J 
emphatically  said  that  the  schoolmaster  is  abroad  in  the  State  of  Massachusetta^ 
The  subject  of  public  instruction  in  Common  Schools  has,  for  a  time,  engaged 
the  attention  of  many  of  the  wise  and  the  philanthropic.  And  the  intelligence 
diffused  on  the  subject,  throush  the  medium  of  conventions,  lectures,  pamph- 
lets and  reports,  has  been  such  as  to  awaken  an  interest  that  cannot  but  operate 
for  ultimate  good  to  the  cause.    *    *    * 

The  uniform  and  steady  support  which  has,  for  the  last  ten  years,  been  given 
to  our  Public  Schools,  has  been  productive  of  a  uniformity  of  action  and  har- 
mony of  feeling  on  the  subject,  which,  perhaps,  is  unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  the  town ; — while,  at  the  same  time,  it  denotes  the  existence  of  the  true  spirit 
in  relation  to  an  institution,  which  difiuses  its  benefits  with  an  impartial  hand, 
and  which  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  institution  upon  which  a  government^ 
like  ours,  can  rely  for  effectual  support    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Caleb  Bates,  John  Kihoman,  Rufus  Lows,  Luther 
STEFHES805,  Dayid  Fbariho,  Crocker  Wilder,  Jr.,  Caleb  Hersbt. 


TjTTT  T  J  (1)  Population,  180.    Valaation,  Jf58,]00  85. 

aULtlj^   ......       J        Number  of  PaWic  Schools,  L 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  90-— In  Winter,  40. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  20— In  Winter,  90. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  42. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  4. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  6. 

(5)  Aggregate  lengUi  of  the  Schools,  7  mths. — ^In  Summer,  4— In  Winter,  3. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — ^M.   — F.  I. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintep— M.  1 — ^F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  530  00 — ^To  Females,  %\^  00. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  ^10  00 — Of  Females,  ^6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  Jf20  00— Of  Females,  56  00. 

( 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  %^. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  56I. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,        . — Average  No.  of  Scholars,     — Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  % 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %  —Income  from  same,  % 

Books  used.— £lpe^tr^g[«— National.  i{ea«I«f^g'— First  Class  Book  and  National  Reader. 
Orammar— Smith's.  Geo^aoA|f— American.  iirt</bn«<ic— Emerson's.  All  other* — Good- 
rich's History,  Jones'  Philosophy,  Jones'  Chemistry,  Guy's  Astronomy. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Robert  Gould,  Moses  B.  Tower. 


jrTfJn  ^Tn  \r  J  (^)  Population,  1,371.    Valuation,  5277,477  50. 

Jk.1  i V  U^*3  1  Uiy ,       .      .       .       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  7. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  266 — In  Winter,  270. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  171*^Iu  Winter,  193. 

(4^  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  344.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  31.-*No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  29. 
(A)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.— In  Summer,  90  14^In  Winter,  17  14. 
(6)  No.  of  Teachers  iii  Summei^M.  — F.  7.— No.  of  Teaehers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  1. 
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(7)  Amnig9  vugM  pnA  far  wmoA  iaokidisglMMrd— To  Malw^SSI  76^-Tp  Vnul!im,tl%  SI. 

<<)  Atwagv  viilut  of  bowd  ^r  MMtb«-Of  If ftlM,  f9  CX>««Or  fWmakft,  j|6  S4. 

(9)  Av6n^  Wi^s  )Mr  nomb,  «teltttif«  of  boai«U-i4>r  Mal«i,  gS5  75^«Of  Vtefti^i,  57  07. 

(10)  Atnoant  of  mooay  ratted  by  taiM  fbr  Ae  topport  of  Schoolt ,  inehldittip  Mly  ihd  wcig«i  of 

Tdaehera,  board  and  Foet,  f^OO* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fael,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Scboolt,  5^00. 

(12)  No.  of  incwporaied  Aeadenief,   .— AggrcyiUe  of  monibs  kept,     v— Avorafe  number  of 

8clMiar%     .— Aggregate  paid  for  tiutioa,  $ 

(13)  No.  «f  ttuieorpofiled  AeadeaHesy  Priirftle  Scboole)  aad  IlkhooU  kept  to  prelo^g  Coaunoa 

Sehoolf,  A.««AggMgate  of  moMfai  kieply  il^o^Avenge  Mo»  of  B4ko\mn,T4^*^A%gm* 
gate  paid  for  taitieo,  giSti. 

(14)  Amount  of  Loea!  Funds,  g  .-^tneome  from  aame,  $ 

BooKi  USBD. — fi|petfn^gn— Emerson's  National,  Hazen's  Definer.  ISMcKiig^-Woreester't 
and  Fierpont's  Series.  arwmmar-»SnW9,  Gt6grMhySaAth*9.  itHAmelic— Soaith't, 
Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  3d  Parts,  Parley's.  All  oMsrs— Worcester's  Dictionary,  Watta  on  the 
Mind,  Bascom  and  Marshall's  Writing  Books,  Parley's  First  Book  of  History. 

Reha&ks. — ^The  aggregate  length  of  the  Public  Schools  is  too  great,  as  the 
return  states  that  the  time  during  which  they  were  prolonged,  is  included  in  it 
As  it  is  not  stated  how  much  they  were  prolonged,  tne  proper  deduction  eaonot 
be  made. 

Sklkctionb  fkok  Rcfort.  *  *  Your  committee  cannot  forbear  to  con- 
^tulate  then:  fellow-citizens,  that  a  more  general  inquiry  has  been  awakened 
in  our  town,  and  a  more  lively  interest  felt  on  the  subject  of  oar  Public  Schools. 
We  are  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  mothers  of  our  town  are  beffinning  to  take 
hold  of  this  matter  in  good  earnest ;  and  who  can  doubt,  tha^  men  the  women 
of  Kingston  lend  their  efficient  aid  to  any  good  cause,  it  will  thrive  and  pros- 
per. And  when  we  consider,  that,  in  the  course  of  nature,  it  will  be  but  a  few 
years  before  the  children,  who  now  attend  our  Public  Schools,  will  come  for- 
ward to  do  their  part  in  the  active  business  of  life,  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
fathers  and  mothers,  of  citizens  and  freemen, — how  indispensable  it  is  that  they 
should  have  their  minds  rightly  directed  and  properly  trained,  so  as  to  compre- 
hend and  feel  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  those  complicated  duties 
and  almost  infinite  relations ! 

How  must  this  truth  strike  the  mind  of  every  reflecting  person?  ^that  the 
character  of  our  town,  of  our  Commonwealth,  and  of  our  common  countiy  too, 
during  the  next  half  century,  will  depend  upon  the  education  of  the  youth  who 
DOW  attend  our  Public  Schools."  Shall  that  chanicter  be  improved;  shall  the 
men  and  women  of  the  next  fifty  years  be  better  than  those  of  the  present  day, 
or  shall  they  remain  the  same,  or  shall  they  grow  worse  ?  On  the  men  and 
women  of  this  generation  will  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  the  answer  to  these 
questions. 

To  what  purpose,  except  for  the  continuance  of  their  species,  will  this  gen- 
eration have  lived,  if  they  do  not  do  something  for  the  advancement  of  man 
towards  his  high  destiny  ?  No  one,  we  think,  can  be.  so  hardened  in  iniquity, 
or  so  in  love  with  vice,  as  to  wish  his  descendants  to  be  more  so  than  him8el£ 
And  there  are  few,  we  trust,  who  do  not  wish  their  children  to  be  even  better 
than  themselves.  In  what  way,  then,  can  they  be  made  better,  and  wiser,  and 
happier,  except  by  giving  them  a  more  thorough  education ;  not  merely  by  in- 
structing them  most  carefully  in  the  arbitrary  rules  of  grammar  and  arithmetic, 
or  to  think  that  their  reputation  will  depend  upon  their  accuracy  in  striking  the 
balance  of  an  account,  or  casting  the  interest  upon  a  note  of  hand ;  but  to  give 
them  more  enlarged  views  of  their  natures,  and  the  relations  which  they  bear  to 
each  other,  and  to  society,  to  their  countij  and  to  mankind.  Men  and  women 
of  Kingston,  on  you  rests  the  responsibility,  so  far  as  the  youth  of  our  town 
are  concerned.  See  to  it,  then,  as  you  regard  your  duty  to  yotnr  children,  as 
you  value  their  kind  remembrance,  as  you  regard  your  duty  to  your  eeuntiy 
and  your  God,  see  to  it,  that  you  do  not  ueglea  to  provide  the  means  of  instrue- 
tion  fbr  thoss^  whom  Providenoe  has  placed  under  your  carau    *    *    * 
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AmoM  the  recpipmcmdatioos  of  the.  Board  of  Education,  the  moat,  prominent 
18  that  or  eatablisbiug  Normal  Schools.  And  the  readiness  with  which  eight 
thousand  dollars  have  been  subscribed  by  the  people  of  Plymouth  County,  for! 
the  foundation  of  such  an  institution  within  its  limits,  and  also  two  thousand 
inpre,  by  eight  c|ifferent  towns  and  villages, — and  we  are  proud  that  our  own 
is  among  the  number, — for  the  location  of  the  same,  shows  whether  the  citizens, 
consider  this  an  exercise  of  power  dangerous  to  their  liberties. 

The  voluntary  establishment  of  District  School  Libraries  is  also  another  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Board.  And  the^  have  obtained  the  services  of  the 
most  distinguished  authors  of  different  religious  denominations,  and  different. 
ix>litical  parties,  to  prepare  works  for  a  library,  which  is  to  be  published  with 
their  sanction.  And  no  book  is  to  be  admitted  into  the  series,  without  each, 
and  every  member  of  the  Board  shall  recommend  the  same ;  each  member  hav- 
ing a  veto  u[>on  all  the  rest;  and  the  Board  is  composed  of  gentlemen  of  every 
political  party,  and  every  leading  religious  denomination  in  New  England. 
And,  after  all,  no  individual  or  district  is  under  any  obligation  to  purchase  the, 
hooks,  unless  so  disposed.  How  any  man  can  have  any  jealousy  of  such  a  pro- 
ject as  this,  we  cannot  conceive.  We  do  not  envy  him  his  confidence  in  his 
fellow  men. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts, to  avail  themselves  of  the  power  which  they  now  have,  of  forming  Com- 
mon School  Libraries  for  their  children,  as,  liy  such  a  provision,  much  of  their^ 
time  may  be  saved  from  idleiiess,  and  their  minds  strengthened  and  im- 
proved.   •    •    * 

We  consider  the  success  of  this  experiment,— of  employing  a  female  teacher 
or  the  winter  school, — as  affording.encouragement  to  other  districts  to  adopt  the . 
same  plan,  as  by  it,  they  can  obtain  twice  the  amount  of  schooling  for  their 
children  and  that  equally  as  good,  at  the  same  cost ;  and,  if  proper  care  be  taken, 
in  the  selection  of  teachers,  and  also,  if  parents  would  afford  them  that  encour-' 
agement  and  support  which  they  need,  and  which  it  is  their  bounden  duty,  and 
we  wish  it  were  always  their  highest  pleasure,  to  extend  to  them,  would  not  fai\[ 
to  produce  the  most  beneficial  effects  upon  the  habits,  manners  and  disposi- 
tions of  their  children.    •    *    * 

Dittrid  JVb.  5.  The  presence  of  a  larger  number  of  persons  at  the  examination, 
(most  of  whom  were  mothers  of  the  scholars,)  than  have  attended  all  the  ex- 
aminations of  all  the  schools  in  town,  during  the  two  years  which  your  com- 
mittee have  had  the  honor  of  attending  to  this  duty,  shows  clearly,  that  in  this 
section  of  our  town,  a  new  interest  is  awakened  for  our  schools,  and  one,  too, 
that  will,  we  confidently  believe,  be  the  means  of  correcting  many  grievous 
abuses,  which  now  exist  in  their  manogenient.  Your  committee  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  declaring,  that  the  visits  of  the  parents  to  this  school,  and  at  its  exami- 
nation, were  productive  of  much  good.  The  scholars  felt  a  new  cause  and  en- 
couragement for  exertion,  not  so  much  that  they  might  appear  better  than  their 
fellows,  as  that  they  might  show  to  their  parents,  that  they  had  been  industri- 
ous and  diligent  during  the  winter.  Instead  of  the  dull  and  careless  answer, 
the  heedless,  headlong  indifierence,  or  the  stifled,  smothered  reply  to  the 
questions  of  the  committee  and  instructer  at  the  examination,  there  was  a  new 
life  infused  into  the  scholars,  and  each  one  seemed  ready  and  willing  to  answer 
each  and  every  question.  And,  if  any  one  was  so  unlucky  as  to^  make  a  misr 
take,  the  whole  class,  as  well  as  the  unfortunate  wight,  seemed  disappointed  at 
the  failure.    *    •    * 

Such,  we  believe,  to  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  condition  of  our  Public 
Schools.  Satisfactory,  when  considered  with  reference  to  the  disadvantages 
under  which  they  labor ;  but,  by  no  means,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
what  they  ought  to  be,  and,  sooner  or  later,  will  be,  if  the  people  have  their 
own,  and  their  children's  true  interest  at  heart.    •    *    • 

By  statute,  it  is  made  a  penal  offence,  with  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  for  each 
Tiolation,  for  any  corporation  to  employ  any  child  under  fifteen  years  of  a^ 
in  their  manufactories,  without  seeing  to  it,  that  they  **  have  attended  a  public 
or  private  day  school,  where  instruction  is  given  by  a  teacher  qualified  accord- 
ing to  law,  at  least  three  of  the  twelve  months  next  precedmg  any  and  every 
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yeas  in  which  such  child  shall  be  so  employed"  There  have  been  no  viola- 
tions of  this  law  by  any  manufacturiD^  estabfifihment  within  the  knowledge  of 
vour  eommittee.  But  what  essential  djfierence  there  can  be  between  children's 
being  employed  in  a  manufacturing  establishment  without  any  schooling,  and 
being  kept  at  home  idle  or  at  work,  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  without  any 
schooling  during  the  year,  your  committee  are  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  determine. 
And  yet,  your  committee  believe,  there  have  been  repeated  instances  of  the 
latter,  and  that  too  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  schoolhouse. 

It  is  a  glorious  provisiou  of  our  laws,  commencing  with  the  foundation  of  our 
colonies,  that  property  shall  maintain  schools  for  the  education  of  all.  But  the 
right  to  tax  the  property  of  every  individual  for  the  support  of  free  schools, 
carries  with  it  the  duty  of  the  citizen  to  avail  himself  of  those  institutions,  or 
provide  others  equally  as  good.  And,  as  the  maintenance  of  correct  principles, 
and  the  preservation  of  our  liberties,  depend  upon  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
and  virtue  among  the  great  l)ody  of  the  people,  it  becomes  all  men,  who  wish 
to  transmit  undiminished  to  posterity,  those  blessings,  which  they  have  received 
fit>m  their  fathers,  to  uphold  this  corner  stone  of  our  republic. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  subject,  and  of  the  responsible  duties  which  have  been 
committed  to  our  charge  for  the  past  vear,  (which  have  occupied  the  time  of 
your  committee,  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  six  half 
days,  or  an  average  of  more  than  forty  half  days  to  each  one  of  the  committee,) 
we  would  say,  that,  though  our  doings  have  not  always  met  with  the  entire 
approbation  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  we  are  aware,  may  not  always  have  been 
correct,  yet  the  consciousness  of  having  discharged  those  duties  with  perfect 
unanimity,  and  always  with  a  single  eye  to  the  welfare  of  the  youth  of  our 
town,  is  a  satisfaction,  of  which  nothing  can  deprive  us.  And  we  sincerely 
hope  that  tlie  new  interest,  which  has  been  awakened  among  some  portion  of 
our  fellow  townsmen,  for  the  improvement  of  our  schools,  will  have  a  benefi- 
cial influence  upon  ail ;  and  that  the  day  may  not  be  far  distant,  when  our 
■choolhouses  shall  become  the  ornament,  and  our  schools  the  chief  pride,  of 
our  town.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Eli  Cook,  W.  Whittxv,  Jobs  S.  White,  J.  D.  Sweet, 
Joseph  J.  Beal. 


MARSHPIELD,    .    .     J  (')»'<'?»>«««».  •.seo.vatoation.ssss.oass. 

'  c        Number  of  Pabltc  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  .772 — In  Winter,  396. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  249 — In  Winter,  297. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  462. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  34.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  21. 
W  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  72  mths.'l  days.— In  Summer,  41  21— In  Winter,  30  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board- To  Males,  ^27  69— To  Females,  ;yiO  73. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 76.— Of  Females,  ^4  13. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  £19  83— Of  Females,  56  60. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $lj\Qf^, 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .^—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  9. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  18  mths.- Average  No.  of  Scholars,  178.— 
Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ;^364. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fundis,  $  . — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— £f/>«//tfff— Emerson's  National  and  Introduction  to  the  same.    Reading-^ 
Woiceflter'a  Primer  and  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Books,  Pierponl's  Series  of  Reading  Books, 
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CJajfipal  Reader.    Granimar— Smith's.    GeomiiA^Parley's,  ^Oloey'i,  Woodbridee't  and 

Smith's.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  First,  Second  and  'i'hird  Parts,  Smith's,  Colburn*s  liiiroduc* 
tion.  All  oihers-^^ew  Testament,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Blake's  Natural  Philosophy,  Goodrich'f 
History  and  Emerson's  Questions. 

Rkhark. — **  Surplus  Revenue,  to  the  amount  of  $1,661  79,  applied  to  the 
support  of  schools.    Annuol  income,  $99  71." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  Your  committee  think  one  cause  of  the 
want  of  correct  deportment,  in  some  of  our  schools,  is  owing  to  lax  discipline 
at  home.  If  children  are  not  obedient  to  their  own  parents,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected they  will  be  to  their  school -teacher,  without  the  exercise  of  great  sever- 
ity. Our  lathers  were  generally  very  rigid  in  the  government  of  their  children. 
And  we  are  glad  that  the  austerity  of  the  parental  discipline  which  they  exer- 
cised, has  been  softened  down  at  the  present  period  of  the  world.  But  there  is 
danger  of  our  going  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and  of  becoming  too  indulgent  to 
our  children.  Parents  must  teach  their  children  at  home,  the  duty  of  behaving 
well  at  school.  They  have  greater  influence  over  them  than  any  other  persons, 
and  they  should  exert  it  for  good.  They  should  frequently  make  inquiries  with 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  their  own  children.  And  whenever  they  find  that  it 
is  not  as  it  should  be,  they  should  take  measures  to  have  it  corrected. 

Parents  are  capable  of  dolus  more  than  they  have  yet  done,  for  the  prosper- 
ity of  our  Common  Schools  Much  is  depending  on  their  exertions,  as  well  as 
on  the*  exertions  of  the  teachers  and  committee  If  any  of  the  scholars  are  in 
the  habit  of  coming  to  school  at  a  late  hour,  both  in  the  morning  and  after- 
noon ;  if  they  are  {loorly  supplied  with  books ;  and  if  they  are  kept  at  home  a 
few  days  every  week,  while  their  class  is  making  progress,  such  scholars  can- 
not reasonably  be  expected  to  learn  much,  even  if  they  shotild  have  one  of  the 
best  of  teachers.  If  parents  listen  to  every  story  that  is  told  out  of  school,  and 
if,  without  knowing  the  truth  of  what  is  reported,  they  take  the  part  of  the 
scholars,  in  opposition  to  the  teachers,  the  school  will  be  very  much  injured. 
If  any  parent  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  teacher  is  in  fault,  he  had  much 
better  converse  with  him  on  the  matter  in  private,  than  to  make  unfavorable 
remarks  respecting  the  teacher,  in  the  presence  of  any  of  the  scholars.  If  you 
let  your  children  know  that  you  do  not  like  the  teacher,  the  school  will  proba- 
bly do  them  but  little  good.  If  the  teacher  is  not  fit  for  his  place,  means  should 
be  taken  to  have  him  removed.  But  if  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  of  a  majority  of  the  parents,  none  should  injure  his  usefulness  by  acting 
in  opposition  to  his  measures,  and  mode  of  discipline  and  instruction. 

Your  committee  wish  that  parents  would  take  more  interest  in  vidting  the 
tchooiSy  especially  at  the  closing  examinations.  Sometimes  there  is  not  one  of 
the  parents  present  on  these  occasions.  After  the  children  have  been  attending 
school  from  three  to  five  months,  and  have  applied  themselves  diligently  to 
their  studies,  undei;  the  direction  of  a  faithful  teacher,  is  it  not  to  be  supposed 
that  they  have  made  such  progress  as  is  worth  witnessing  ?  If  it  were  gener- 
ally expected  that  one  half  of  the  parents  would  attend  the  closing  examination 
with  the  school  committee,  we  believe  that  the  scholars  would  be  stimula- 
ted to  make  greater  exertions  to  improve  than  they  have  yet  done ;  and  the 
teacher  himself  woidd  be  encouraged  to  do  as  much  as  is  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  his  pupils. 

If  there  were  to  be  exhibited  a  caravan  of  wild  beasts,  in  one  of  our  school 
districts,  free  of  expense,  or  even  at  the  usual  terms  of  admission,  would  it  not 
attract  more  visiters  than  our  Common  School  examinations  now  do  ?  We  be- 
lieve it  would.  Many  parents  would  go  to  witness  the  tricks  which  a  monkey 
or  an  elephant  has  been  tausht  to  perform,  who  would  not  go  to  observe  the 
progress  which  the  immortal  minds  of  their  children  have  made,  in  the  most 
important  branches  of  education.  At  the  closing  examination  of  one  of  the 
schools,  we  observed  that  the  teacher  had  procured  a  large  number  of  chairs 
for  the  accommodation  of  parents  who  might  be  present.  Only  two  caine.  The 
chairs,  therefore,  w^re  mosdy  unoccupied.  Your  committee  learn  that  in  some 
towns,  it  is  customary  for  large  numbers  of  the  parents  to  attend  the  examina- 
tions.   The  school  committee  of  the  town  of  Ware,  in  Hampshire  county,  re* 
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jtmxkf  that  <*  they  have  aeen  twenty  or  thirty  strangerB  present  on  eeireral  oeea- 
•ionsy  an4  in  one  case  nearly  one  hundred."  We  hope  more  parents  in  our 
own  town  will  manifest,  by  attending  tiie  closinff  examinations,  a  greater  inter- 
est in  the  intellectual  progress  of  their  children  than  they  have  yet  done.  *  *  * 
'  Let  us  remember,  tnat  while  we  use  means  to  improve  the  mmdg  of  our  chil- 
dren, we  should  also  endeavor  to  improve  their  hmrU.  Learning  will  enable  a 
bad  man  to  do  the  more  mischief  Let  moral  euUure,  therefore,  receive  proper 
attention.  Let  parents  pay  strict  regard  to  the  siorato  of  their  children.  We 
believe  that  no  nation  or  community,  can,  for  any  length  of  time,  prosper,  with- 
out morality  and  virtue.  A  law  of  the  Commonwealth  makes  it  the  duty  of 
<*  instructors  of  youth  to  exert  their  best  endeavors,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
children  and  youth,  committed  to  their  care  and  instruction,  the  principles  of 
piety,  justice,  and  a  sacred  regard  to  truth,  love  to  their  country,  humanity  and 
universal  benevolence,  sobriety,  industry,  and  frugality,  chastity,  moderation  and 
temperance,  and  those  other  virtues,  which  are  the  ornament  of  human  society, 
and  the  basis  upon  which  a  republican  constitution  is  founded ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  instructers  to  endeavor  to  lead  their  pupils,  as  their  ages  and 
capacities  will  admit,  into  a  clear  understanding  of  the  tendency  of  the  above- 
mentioned  virtues,  to  preserve  and  perfect  a  republican  constitution,  and  secure 
the  blessiDgs  of  liberty,  as  well  as  to  promote  their  future  happiness,  and  also 
to  point  out  to  tiiem  the  evil  tendency  of  the  opposite  vicea"  Your  committee 
hope  parents  will  interest  themselves  in  what  tnis  law  requires.  The  boys  now 
attending  our  district  schools,  will  in  a  few  years  rule  the  town,  and  will  have 
their  voice  in  making  laws,  or  in  electing  legislators  for  the  State  and  Nation. 
How  important,  then,  is  it,  that  they  not  only  receive  a  good  Common  School 
education,  but  that  they  be  trained  up  to  respect  all  the  virtues  just  enumerated, 
in  the  statute ;  and  that  they  acquire  that  "  righteousness"  which  *<  exalteth  a 
natiooy"  and  avoid  those  sins  which  are  a  **  reproach  to  any  people."    •    «    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEEv— Geo.  LsomarD;  Sevxca  Whits,  Josipb  Hewxtt. 


MIDDLEBOROUGH,   \  ^^>  l^^''t"'"/p^'    Valaa.ron,p89,W17. 

'    (        Number  of  Public  Schools,  39. 

(5)  No.  of  Seholars  of  all  ages  in  aU  the  Schools— In  Summer,  1,125— In  Winter,  1>1S. 

(3)  Aveiago  attenUance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  761— In  Winter,  969. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,349.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  89.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  Sehool,  I6L 
W  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  Z4S  mths  7  days.— In  Summer,  ]55  14^n  Winter^ 92  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^M.  1— F.  38.— No.  of  ;rtoehers  in  Winter— M.  SO— F.  8. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ]pS  15— To  Females,  ;f  II  78. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 56— Of  Females,  $5  70. 

(9)  Avernge  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  j[20  59— Of  Females,  $$  06. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $ijSOO. 
{Uy  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  eonlributed  for  Public  Schools,  51,238  96. 
(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  73.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  51,139  70. 
(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Coumon 

Schools,  6.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  14.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  156.— Aggre- 
'  gate  paid  for  tuition,  5^12. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .^Ineome  from  same,  $ 

Books  USED.— £lpe//<ng^-Emerson's.  JSeocItiu^- Worcester's  Series.  G^rammar^— Smith's. 
Geo^ap/iy—Olney's  and  Peter  Parley's.  JrttAm«/ic— Emerson's  and  Smith's.  AUother*^ 
GhMdrich's  Hisiory  of  the  U.  S.,  The  Bible. 

Reha&k,— <«  The  interest  of  the  town's  proportion  of  the  Surplus  Revemiey 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $6^  11,  is  applied  to  the  rapport  of  PuUio  Schools* 
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effects  produced  on  the  scftjolars,  in  several  districts^  fh)tn  parents  visiting  thei^ 
sclioois,  would  recommend  that  the  practice  be  geueralljr  adopted  through  the 
town. 

The  eommiltee  would  further  nodce  the  great  want  of  unafonnHy  in  the 
manner  of  instruetion  pursued  bv  the  diflerent  teachers  in  the  townn  They 
Woidd  suggest,  Ihait  the  schools,  which  have  been  taught  upon  the  Ahiiott  sys- 
tem, are  highlv  popular  and  commendable^— and  the(y  would  therefore  reeom* 
Boeud  his  work  to>  the  perusal  of  teaohera 

Your  conmutteo  would  recommend  to  the  prudential  committee  the  impor* 
tancoof  a  careful  selection  of  suitable  teachers,  not  only  as  it  respects  their 
learning,  but  their  deportment,  tlieir  common  language  and  manners^  which 
should  be  worthy  the  ejiampie  and  imitation  of  the  youth  under  their  charge* 
Children  usually  contract  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  their  teachers. 

This  leads  u»to  another  subject,  worthy  of  attention  for  the  welfare  of  our 
schools,  which  is,  that  the  prudential  committee  proeure  their  teachers,  for  the 
summer  schools,  at  an  earlier  season  in  the  spring,  and  those  for  the  winter, 
earlier  in  the  fiill.  This  would  enable  them  to  select  better  teachers  at  a  cheaper 
rate;  an4  it  would  also  relieve  the  town^s  committee  from  the  trouble  of  meet- 
ing to  examine  candidates  the  year  round. 

Your  committee,  in  view  of  the  lar^  number  of  school  districts  into  which 
this  town  is  divided,  would  respectlully  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the 
town,  the  propriety  of  a  union  of  districts,  where  it  can  be  conveniently  done, 
for  the  1i)enefit  of  the  older  and  more  advanced  scholars.  We  think  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  town's  money,  appropriated  for  the  support  of  Public 
Schools  in  this  town,  is  very  injudiciouBly  expended,  in  consequence  of  such  a 
number  of  small  districts,  which  employ  male  teachers  in  the  winter  for  tho 
accommodation  of  a  very  few  larse  scholars.  In  some  parts  of  the  town,  two 
or  more  distrioM  might  be  united  ror  a  winter  school,  and  taught  by  a  good 
male  teacher,  for  the  benefit  of  scholars  of  a  higher  grade ;  and  the  summer 
schools,  for  the  younger  chihlren,  might  remain  as  at  present    *    *    * 

Your  committee  are  happy  to  state,  in  conclusion,  that,  in  their  opinion,  there 
has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of  most  of  our  schools  the 
past  year,  and  that  an  mcreased  interest  in  their  welfare  is  maoifesL    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTCEt-Abisbal  T.  Clark,  Abiezer  T.  Harvet,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, Ariel  W.  Southworth,  Azel  Thomas,  Jacob  Bennxt^Sd.,  Datio  Alder,  Jr., 
Harrison  Clarke,  Reuben  Hofford,  Seth  Morton. 


N.  BRIDGE  WATER,  I'^'SrSS^/SsLti:::  «:**"""'"• 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Sammer,  510— In  Winter,  466. 

(3)  Average  aUendanee  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  397— In  Winter,  33S. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  701  .^No..  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24.^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  90. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  71  mths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  45  21— In  Winter,  25  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  12^-No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  S^  79— To  Females,  $1%  57. 
<8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Hales,  $B  49— Of  Females,  $6  53. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  gfO  90— Of  Females,  $7  04. 

( 10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  SlJiOO, 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .^-Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  No.  of 
Scholars,     d— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  9.— Aggregate  of  montfai  kept,  Sl^Averags  No.  of  Sehoian,  68«— Aggte- 
_  gate  paid  for  tuition,  $V9, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fundi,  $  *— >Incoma  from  samt,  f 
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Boost  vtBD^--MU%K^-iNm(MOBl.  JUaduv^^tnt  Cian  Book,  liitfodaetMMi  lo  National 
Reader,  Nalional  Eleader,  Youoj  Reader.  (S^ommar— Smiih'x.  Creo^rapfty— Malte-Brua's. 
AnlhmeticSmiih%  Colburn's  and  Adams'.  All  oOurt—li'isioTy  of  the  U.  S.,  Blake's  Phi- 
losophy, Watts  on  the  Mind. 

SiLKCTiONB  pEOM  Rbport.  *  *  In  the  exBmination  of  teaeben,  tbey  baye 
endeavored  to  aeoertain,  aa  far  aa  could  be  done,  whether  they  poeaesaed  the 
reqiiufite  (jualificationa.  They  have  become  fully  aatiafied  that  a  person  may 
auetain  a  iair  examination  in  the  branches  to  l»e  taught,  and  yet  be  a  very  io- 
competent  teacher.  In  some  instances  they  have  been  sadly  disappointed  to 
find,  that  a  desirable  tact  in  teaching  and  controlling  the  school  has  been  want- 
ing, it  is  not  seen  how  similar  disappointments  may  not  be  experienced  in 
future,  unless  the  district  committee,  when  engaging  teachers  who  have  been 
employed  in  schools  before,  shall  make  definite  inquiries  respecting  their  suc- 
cess. *  *  It  is  believed,  however,  that,  when  it  is  known  that  great  pains 
will  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  qualifications  of  candidates,  fewer  incompetent 
teachers  will  presume  to  ofier  themselves,  and  thus  some  unpleasant  embar- 
rassments will  be  avoided.    *    *    * 

The  committee  have  been  forcibly  impressed  with  the  immense  importance 
of  having  suitable  teachers,  from  observing  that  the  same  scholars,  with  differ- 
ent teachers,  have  presented  a  very  striking  contrast    *    *    * 

It  seems  to  be  o^  unspeakable  im|K>rtance,  that  parents  should,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, sustain  and  encourage  the  teachers  of  the  children,  though,  in  some  un 
fortunate  instance,  they  may  not  feel  all  the  confidence  they  could  wish,  It  is 
believed  that  children  may  suffer  vastly  more  damage  from  indiscreet  remarks 
or  interference  by  parents,  than  from  some  real  defects  in  teachers^  Create  a 
wrong  impression  in  children's  minds  towards  teachers,  and  you  have  laid  the 
foundation  for  trouble,  not  for  one  term  merely,  but,  it  may  be,  for  severaL 
The  comiTiittee  are  satisfied  that,  in  some  districts,  good  results  have  followed 
from  the  visitation  of  parents  at  the  close  of  a  term.  In  some  districts  this  is 
wholly  neglected.    •    •    ♦ 

The  committee  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  construction 
of  some  of  the  schoolhouses  is  ill-adapted  to  the  accommodation  and  comfort 
of  the  pupils,  and  that  economy  would  dictate  a  change. 

The  schools  have  been  for  the  most  part,  visited,  as  the  law  directs,  at  the 
beginning  and  close  of  the  terms.  In  some  cases  this  has  been  omitted  through 
some  neglect  in  making  known  the  time  of  close.  It  is  believed  that  such 
omissions  should  not  occur,  as  it  opens  the  door  for  teachers,  if  disposed,  to  be 
negligent,  when  otherwise  they  would  not  have  been. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Jksse  Pkrkihs,  Paul  CoucH;  Albert  Smith. 


PEMBROKE,  .    .    .     j(MP«P«i«i«..i^.  vd«.tio..,M6^a6. 

'  i       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(t)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  270— In  Winter,  307. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  16&— In  Winter,  214. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  339. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  aflend  School,  12. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  28  14— In  Winter,  SO. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^-M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  2. 

<7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^27  07— To  Females,  f  10  66. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Af ales,  $3  22— Of  F'emales,  54  60. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  Jfl^  85— Of  Females,  $6  06. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       «— Average  number  of 

Scholars,     <^— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $     '  . 
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I. 
(19)  No.  of  tnrineor)M>raled  Aoftdmnies,  Prhmte  Sehodft,  and  Schoolf  kopt  to  praloB|f  Coohimb 

Schools,  3.— Aggregate  of  mouths  kept,  14— Aterage  No.  of  Scholars,  25.— Aggre^ 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  $li5. 

(14)  Amoont  of  Local  Funds,  f  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — fi)jpe//t»g^— North  American.  Reading — Worcester's  Series,  First  Class  Book. 
Crraifimar— Smiih's  or  Brown's.  6rea|fra;>Ay>*-^roith'B  and  Parley's.  ilrilAine<tc^— Smith's  and 
£merson's.    AU  o<A«r*-4]roodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.«  Worcester's  Dictionary. 

Selectioks  from  Report.  *  *  In  the  first  place,  the  sum  of  money 
raiaed  for  the  support  of  schools  is  so  small,  that  a  great  part  of  the  benefit  is 
lost  entirely,  for  the  schools  are,  necessarily,  ver^  short ;  and  any  one  who  has 
watched  the  progress  of  a  school,  will  see,  that,  m  a  three-months'  term,  under 
a  good  teacher,  the  scholars  will  improve  much  faster,  the  last  month,  than  io 
the  other  two,— and  was  the  school  prolonged  another  month,  the  improve- 
ment would  be  still  more  rapid. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Thejre  is  a  long  vacation  between  the  schools,  and  the 
children,  not  being  large  enough  to  assist  their  parents  by  their  labor,  are  left 
to  plav,  and  thereby  not  only  lose  what  they  may  have  gained  in  their  last 
school,  but  they  lose  a  relish  for  study,  and  the  next  teacher  has  great  difiiculty 
in  overcoming  the  habits  thus  formed,  and  you  pay  him  or  her  at  least  one 
mouth's  wases  to  set  right  what  has  been  suffered  to  go  wrong  by  your  Jong 
vacation.  But  still  further, — the  small  amount  of  money,  as  your  committee 
think,  contributes  directly  to  the  employment  of  poor  teachers.  For  instance, 
the  agent  has  his  proportion  of  the  money  raised,  and,  naturally  wishing  to 
make  his  school  as  long  as  he  can,  he  seeks  for  a  teacher  who  will  keep  for  his 
price,  which,  of  course,  must  t>e  low,  and  trusts  to  luck  for  his  qualifications; 
and  he,  or  she,  goes  before  the  committee  and  is  approbated,  as  far  as  they  can 
judge,  to  keep.  But,  after  all,  he  may  lack  the  most  important  qualification, 
viz.,  government, — and  we  find,  at  the  close  of  the  school,  that  it  i«,  in  reality, 
the  cheapest  thing  imaginable. 

It  is  true,  you  may  sometimes  find  a  teacher  who  will  keep  ibr  a  small  price, 
that  is  qualified  in  every  respect,  but  it  is  some  young  man,  or  woman,  who 
wishes  to  make  a  trial  of  his  powers  and  qualifications  before  taking  a  school 
in  some  other  place,  and  then,  at  least,  your  school  is  made  the  subject  of  ez- 

Eeriment  rather  than  of  experience.  But,  at  the  next  term,  do  you  find  him  or 
er  willing  to  keep  ibr  the  same  old  price  ?  No,  he  is  among  the  candidates 
for  schools  where  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  a  good  teacher. 

And,  finally,  it  is  necessary  that  we  have  apparatus  in  our  schools.  Some 
simple  apparatus  would  do  more  to  make  children  understand  the  subjects  tbev 
attend  to,  than  pages  upon  pages  of  explanation  without  them  You  may  tell 
a  child  that  the  world  is  round,  but  he  does  not,  cannot  understand  it ;  but 
show  him  a  globe,  and  he  sees  that  it  is  necessarily  so,  and  that  it  could  be  no 
other  way.  It  has  been  used  in  other  towns,  and  in  uo  case  has  it  been  given 
up  whenonce  introduced, — a  sure  proof  of  its  utility.  We  shall  probably  be 
met  with  the  plea  of  hard  times;  this  we  have  no  wish  to  dispute,  but  is  not 
his  children's  advancement  a  thing  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  New  Eng« 
lander, — to  the  republican  ?  Wijl  it  not  be  some  consolation  that  your  chil- 
dren are  gaining  what  no  hard  times  can  take  from  them  ?  that  they  are  fitting 
themselves  to  become  useful  members  of  society  ? 

Let  us  remember  that  on  the  character  of  our  schools  depends  the  character 
of  the  children;  that  on  the  character  of  our  children,  depends  the  character  of 
our  town,  when  they  shall  have  arisen  to  take  our  places  upon  the  stage  of  ac- 
tion ;  and  still  further,  on  the  character  of  our  towns  depends  the  character  of 
the  nation  at  large. 

Ill  some  schools  of  this  town,  there  is  a  lamentable  irregularity  in  attend- 
ance. *  *  By  the  register,  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  belonging  to 
tliis  school  was  44,  while  the  average  number  attending,  for  the  whole  term, 
was  only  19.  There  is  some  truth  m  saying  that  the  money  was  thrown  awa^, 
for  in  this  case  two  thirds  of  the  children  received  no  benefit  whatever  from  it. 
But  this  is  not  all.  If  the  scholars  that  did  attend,  came  regularly,  they  might 
have  been  benefited,  but  this  was  not  the  oasej  for  the  di&reoce  between  the 
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BBnlMr  Iwloafiiiff  to  Um  mImm)!,  and  tiM  .mimbarjiiteodiBg*  mnst  be  sreEvged 
on  tbe  wboley  aod  the  result  will  abow^  as  in  fact  it  proved,  that  the  school, 
taken  together,  remained  where  it  wa%  or  if  there  was  any  difference^  it  had 
gone  backward.    •    •    • 

And  finally,  we  would  adt  parents  to  yisit  the  schools  oftener.  Visit  them  at 
all  houn,  at  any  time;  the  ffood  teacher  will  be  happ^  to  see  you,  and  the  poor 
one  may  profit  by  your  advice,  if  given  in  a  right  spirit.  Recollect,  that  here 
Tou  have  placed  your  children,  your  greatest  jewels,  to  receive  an  education ; 
here  they  are  to  fit  themselves,  either  to  be  omaroents  to  society,  and  a  bless- 
ing to  tlie  world,  or  a  scourge  and  a  disgrace  to  the  community.  And  is  it  pos- 
sible that  parents  will  not  mke  an  interest  soflKcieot  to  visit  them  in  their  nur- 
series of  learning  ?  .  You  watch  with  the  greatest  care,  their  progress  in  other 
branches  of  learning,  on  your  farms  and  in  yoor  work-sbopa^  but  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mind,  you  leave  to  other  hand^. 

We  do  sincerely  hope,  that  in  all  future  examinations  of  schools,  we  shall 
meet  the  fathers  and  mothers  there,  and  we  do  trust  that  our  Crommon  Schools 
will  become  what  our  fathers  intended  they  should  hecome,  tbe  cradles  of -a  vir- 
tuous and  enlightened  nation.    *    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^— AsTHosT  CoLLAnoiac,  Hobacb  Collamosx,  Stspbxs  P. 
GirroRD. 


PL  YMO  UTH  \  ^^^  Population,  5,034.    Valuation,  51,035,767  50. 

'     '      '       *       c        Nimberof  PttblieSckool«,30. 
(f )  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  agei  in  all  tka  Sehools— In  Summer  978— la  Winter,  1,165. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  668— In  Winter,  831. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,422.— >No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     . — No.  over  16  years  of  a^e  who  attend  School,  64. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  tbe  Schools,  250  mths.  10  dys.— In  Summer,  137 14— In  Winter,  1 12  24. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  4— F.  23.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— if .  16— F.  15. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^1  15— To  Females,  j^l3  61. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  59  15— Of  Females,  g6  09. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $&  00— Of  Females,  fp  52. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

I'eachers,  board  and  fuel,  55,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^71  44. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong Comnoa 

Schools,  16.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  153j|.— Average  No.  of  Seholan,  296,^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  52,116  80. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  .—Income  from  same,  5 


Books  uskd.— Ajpc/Zing^Eraerson's  National.  JSeoifntj^Worcester's  2d  and  M  Books, 
"      '  .-..-.  ^^  Man.     Gram' 

Parley's,  Boston 


Young  Reader  and'  Introduction,  American  First  Class  BM>k,  Pope's  Essay  on  Man.     Gram' 
mar— Smith's.    G«o^rap/iy— Smith's,  Olney's,  Goodrich's  with  Maps,  Peter 


ural  Theology,  Way  land's  Political  Economy,  Dillawav's  Roman  Antiifuities^  Walker's  and 
Worcester's  Dictionaries,  Abercrombie's  Intellectual  Philosophy  and  the  usual  Elementary 
Works  in  Greek,  Latin  and  French. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  committee  suggest  die  expediency 
of  distributing  the  school  money  on  the  principle  of  the  average  attendance  in 
the  respective  districts  of  the  preceding  year.  The  school  money  is  designed 
for  those  who  attend  the  schools,  and  not  for  those  who  do  not  attend.  The 
effect  of  adopting  this  principle  of  distribution,  may  be  the  increase  of  the 
av^ra|;e  attendance,  and  that  is  the  object  of  the  suggestion!     •    •    • 
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*        The  <MitilmltW«  MkeKed  iMt  yiMn  to  n^t  defieleoeies  in  Mm  d«|iM  IMtf 
j,^     qtiallty  of  ioBtfueckitii  ocetMioned  by  a  siibdivto'ien  of  tlie  town  into  too  great  k 
number  of  small  districta.    They  would  again  respectfully  present  thia  evil  to 
u     the  notiee  of  the  town. 

Eel  river,  instead  of  A>ar  distrtets,  had  better  eonstitme  bat  one,  with  sehodM 
loeated  as  they  now  are  and  kept  by  females,  ibr  Uie  younger  children,  and  one 
of  a  higher  grade  for  those  in  more  advanced  standing. 

The  Central,  Training  Green,  atid  Wellmgsley,  might  well  eonstitute  a  sititfle 
distriet,  with  subordinate  schools  located  as  they  now  ate,  aitd  sefaools  of  uie 
iirM  character,  conveniently  situated  for  the  whole  villaffe.    •    «    * 

There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  we  would  invite  public  attention,  and 
that  i%  the  number  of  children  in  the  town  that  are  brou^  up  in  the  neglect 
of  alt  instruction.  This  is  a  great  evil,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  suggest  a 
remedy  that  will  be  at  ail  adequate  to  its  removal.  We  are  quite  appreueiisive 
that  tlie  law,  making  it  an  ofibnce  to  employ  children  under  fifteen  years  oi 
age,  without  affording  them  day  schooling  for  three  months  during  the  year, 
fails  of  its  proposed  effect,  through  want  of  attention  on  the  |mrt  of  those  con-< 
ducting  these  establishments.  We  suggest  the  expediency,  when  the  census  is 
taken,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  children  under  fifteen  years  employed  id 
manuliicturingestabli8hmentS'>-Hlesignating  the  establishment-— who  have  not 
attended  sehmrf,  according  to  the  requirement  of  that  law. 

SCHOOL  CJOMMITTEE.— William  TnoMAS,  Dasisl  JACKtos,  Gumnrs  ChtBiCt, 

SCBDTLBR  SaMFSOS. 

"P  T  'VM'P  Vn  AT  J  (^ )  Populatbn,  8S5.    Valualioo,  J[133,677  76. 

Z-l^imi-l  Uiy,    ...       J        Number  of  Public  Schools, 6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scbolani  of  all  agos  in  all  the  Scboola— In  Summer,  177-«-la  Winler^SStS. 

(3)  Aveiafe  aUeadanee  in  the  Sehoob— lo  Summer,  IS&— In  Winter,  186. 

(4)  No.  of  ptnoM  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  t68.p*^No.  of  persons  aad«r  4 
yeaM  of  age  who  attend  School,  6.*— No.  over  16  years  of  «ge  wbo  attend  Schod,  $!<. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  44  mths.  1  day.— In  Summer,  26  14— tn  M^mter,  17 15. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer«-M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wmter^-M.  G— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wafes  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  $ti  82- To  Females^  J[  10  09* 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^6  16— Of  Females,  S^  76. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  moalh  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^16  66— Of  Females,  $6  S9« 
(10)  Amoott  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wagM  of 

Teachers,  board  and  ftiel,  5^^- 
(11  >  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Pobfic  Schools,  5ta6  01. 
(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 
(Id)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  !•  prolong  Coaunon 

Schools,  2.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  60.^Af|f»< 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  ^40  fiO. 
(14)  Amimnt  of  Local  Funds,  $       .—Income  from  same,  g 


Boeae  ot  ■o^-AKtiJittr-Emerson's  New  National.  Xmdb^^WoreeMfw  Serfil  ef  lt«ad- 
ing  Books,  ist,  2d,  Sd  and  4th,  the  New  Testament  and  others.  6rramma7^-Smith*s.  Oeog^ 
rapAy— Smith's.  JrtlAmc^ir— Greeoleaf'g,  Emerson's  North  American,  1st  and  2d  Par^ 
AU  0lA«rt— Webster's  School  Dictionary,  The  Child's  First  Book  of  History^  Goodrich's  Hii* 
tory  of  the  U.  S.,  Blake's  Philosophy  and  others,  Cummings'  First  Lessons  m  Astronomy  and 
others. 

RxMARK.— ^  The  sum  of  <81  54,  being  the  iDtereat  of  the  towa'a  proportioil 
of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  was  applied  to  the  support  of  schoola" 

SxLXCTiONs  FROX  RxpoRT.  *  *  Tour  committee  have  visited  and  ex- 
amined all  the  Public  Schools  in  Plympton,  the  past  year,  as  often  as  the  lAvt 
ua^^i^cMi   •   *   Thespelliog  books  are  wttty  deficieot,  io  nilea  ibr  feadiifi^ 
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(7)  AvMH* ^■'•SM 9^ PW  ^i*^  iMlttdiiHtlMMrd— To  Mb1m»^  I^^Tp  PhmSm^SIS 'l* 

(S)  ktwgB  villa*  of  bowd  ^r  tti«iiU»«^r  If fttet,  f 9  OO^^Of  fWnaIti,  $5  M. 

(9)  A¥MBg«  WAfss  per  BMiidi,  Mtekuivtt  of  toiutl«*4>r  If al6i,  fIS  75^-Of  iWaftteHy  j^  97. 

(10)  Ainoont  of  money  raited  by  tant  fbr  Ae  support  of  Schoolf ,  hidildief  only  tbe  i*ttge*  of 

Teaehers,  board  and  Fael,  5^^* 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contriboted  for  Public  Schools,  Jf^O^* 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .— Aggrcfate  of  nonUis  J(ept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scbolors^     w^Aggregate  paid  f«r  tiaitioo,  g 
(Id)  No.  «f  mwieorpofiled  Academies^  Pritr»te  Sdbeeist  aad  Sebaols  kepi  to  preleo^  Cobhdor 

Sebooli,  A.*^AggMgate  of  aMMlbs  kept,  ilt^Avemge  Mo^  of  deholan,  74»M.Aggi«« 

gale  paid  for  taitleo,  f  4S4. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fkmds,  $  .— tueoue  from  same,  $ 

Books  usbd.— fi||MtfMyi^-Emerson'8  National,  Hazen's  Definer.  JSefluKiig^— Worcester's 
and  Fierpont's  Series.  67raaiinar^— Smith's.  4V€e^n^p^— ^Shaitb's.  ^iHCmneCir— Sosilk'i, 
Emerson's  1st,  2d  and  Sd  Paru,  Parley's.  All  oMers^Worcester's  Dietiooary,  Watts  on  the 
Mind,  Bascom  and  Marshall's  Writing  Books,  Parley's  First  Book  of  History. 

Remarks. — ^The  ag|^regate  length  of  the  Public  SchoolB  is  too  great,  as  the 
return  states  that  the  time  during  which  they  were  prolonged,  is  included  in  it 
As  it  is  not  stated  how  much  they  were  prolonged,  the  proper  deduction  cannot 
be  made. 

I 

SsLBCTioifs  FROM  Rkfort.  *  *  YotiT  Committee  cannot  forbear  to  con- 
'  |;ratulate  their  fellow-citizens,  that  a  more  general  inquiry  has  been  awakened 
in  our  town,  and  a  more  lively  interest  felt  on  the  subject  itf'our  Public  Schools. 
We  are  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  mothers  of  our  town  are  beginning  to  take 
hold  of  this  matter  in  good  earnest ;  and  who  can  doubt,  tiia^  iiraen  the  women 
of  Kingston  lend  their  efficient  aid  to  any  good  cause,  it  will  thrive  and  pros- 
per. And  when  we  consider,  that,  in  the  course  of  nature,  it  will  be  but  a  few 
years  before  the  children,  who  now  attend  our  Public  Schools,  will  come  for- 
ward to  do  their  part  in  the  active  business  of  life,  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
fathers  and  mothers,  of  citizens  and  freemen, — how  indispensable  it  is  that  they 
should  have  their  minds  rightly  directed  and  properly  trained,  so  as  to  compre- 
hend and  feel  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  those  complicated  duties 
and  almost  infinite  relations  I 

How  must  this  truth  strike  the  mind  of  every  reflecting  person?  ''that  the 
character  of  our  town,  of  our  Commonwealth,  and  of  our  common  country  too, 
during  the  next  half  century,  will  depend  upon  the  education  of  the  youth  who 
now  attend  our  Public  Schools."  Shall  that  character  be  improved ;  shall  the 
men  and  women  of  the  nei^t  fifty  years  be  better  than  those  of^the  present  day, 
or  shall  they  remain  the  same,  or  shall  they  grow  worse  ?  On  the  men  and 
women  of  this  generation  will  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  the  answer  to  these 
questions. 

To  what  purpose,  except  for  the  continuance  of  their  species,  will  this  gen- 
eration have  lived,  if  they  do  not  do  something  for  the  advancement  of  man 
towards  his  high  destiny  ?  No  one,  we  think,  can  be.  so  hardened  in  iniquity, 
or  so  in  love  with  vice,  as  to  wish  his  descendants  to  be  more  so  than  himself 
And  there  are  fow,  we  trust,  who  do  not  wish  their  children  to  be  even  better 
than  themselves.  In  what  way,  then,  can  they  be  made  better,  and  wiser,  and 
happier,  except  by  giving  them  a  more  thorough  education ;  not  merely  by  in- 
structing them  most  carefully  in  the  arbitrary  rules  of  grammar  and  arithmetic, 
or  to  think  that  their  reputation  will  depend  upon  their  accuracy  in  striking  the 
balance  of  an  account,  or  casting  the  interest  upon  a  note  of  hand ;  but  to  give 
them  more  enlarged  views  of  their  natures,  and  the  relations  which  they  bear  to 
each  other,  and  to  society,  to  their  country  and  to  mankind.  Men  and  womea 
of  Kingston,  on  you  rests  the  responsibility,  so  far  as  the  youth  of  our  town 
are  concerned.  See  to  it,  then,  as  you  regard  your  duty  to  your  children,  as 
you  value  their  kind  remembrance,  as  you  regard  your  duty  to  your  country 
and  your  God,  see  to  it,  that  you  do  not  nefflect  to  provide  tiie  means  of  iostnie- 
tion  for  those,,  wboa  Providemee  has  placed  under  your  careu    *    *    * 
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AmoM  thQ  recotpmeodatioDS  of  the.  Board  of  Education,  the  moat,  prominent 
is  that  ofestablisbiug  Normal  Schools.  And  the  readiness  with  which  eight 
thousand  dollars  have  been  subscribed  by  the  people  of  Plymouth  County,  lor, 
the  foundation  of  such  an  institution  within  its  limits,  and  also  two  thousand 
nipre,  by  eight  different  towns  and  villages* — and  we  are  proud  that  our  own 
is  among  the  number,-~for  the  location  of  the  same,  shows  whether  the  citizens/ 
consider  this  an  exercise  of  power  dangerous  to  their  liberties. 

The  voluntary  establishment  of  District  School  Libraries  is  also  another  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Board.  And  the^  have  obtained  the  services  of  the 
most  distinguished  authors  of  different  religious  denominations,  and  different. 
I)olitical  parties,  to  prepare  works  ibr  a  library,  which  is  to  be  published  with 
their  sanction.  And  no  book  is  to  be  admitted  into  the  series,  without  each 
and  every  member  of  the  Board  shall  recommend  the  same ;  each  member  hav- 
ing a  veto  upon  all  the  rest;  and  the  Board  is  composed  of  gentlemen  of  eve.rv 
political  party,  and  every  leading  religious  denomination  in  New  England.' 
And,  after  all,  no  individual  or  district  is  under  any  obligation  to  purchase  the> 
books,  unless  so  disposed.  How  any  man  can  have  any  jealousy  of  such  a  pro- 
ject as  this,  we  cannot  conceive.  We  do  not  envy  him  his  confidence  in  his 
feUow  men. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts, to  avail  themselves  of  the  power  which  they  now  have,  of  forming  Com- 
mon School  Libraries  for  their  children,  as,  by  such  a  provision,  much  of  their^ 
time  may  be  saved  from  idleiiess,  and  their  minds  strengthened  and  im-. 
proved.    •    •    • 

We  consider  the  success  of  this  experiment, — of  employing  a  female  teacher 
or  the  winter  school, — as  afibrding.encouragement  to  other  districts  to  adopt  the . 
same  plan,  as  by  it,  thev  can  obtain  twice  the  amount  of  schooling  for  their 
children  and  that  equally  as  good,  at  the  same  cost ;  and,  if  proper  care  be  takeii, 
in  the  selection  of  teachers,  and  also,  if  parents  would  afford  them  that  encour- . 
agement  and  support  which  they  need,  and  which  it  is  their  bounden  duty,  and 
we  wish  it  were  always  their  highest  pleasure,  to  extend  to  them,  would  not  fa\\[ 
to  produce  the  most  beneficial  effects  upon  the  habits,  manners  and  disposi- 
tions of  their  children.    *    »    • 

District  JVb .  5.  The  presence  of  a  larger  nu  mber  of  persons  at  tb^  examination, 
(most  of  whom  were  mothers  of  the  scholars,)  than  have  attended  all  the  ex- 
aminations of  all  the  schools  in  town,  during  the  two  years  which  your  com- 
mittee have  had  the  honor  of  attending  to  this  dutv,  shows  clearly,  that  in  this 
section  of  our  town,  a  new  interest  is  awakened  for  our  schools,  and  one,  too, 
that  will,  we  confidently  believe,  be  the  means  of  correcting  many  grievous 
abuses,  which  now  exist  in  their  management.  Your  committee  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  declaring,  that  the  visits  of  the  parents  to  this  school,  and  at  its  exami- 
nation, were  productive  of  much  good.  The  scholars  felt  a  new  cause  and  en- 
couragement for  exertion,  not  so  much  that  they  might  appear  better  than  their 
fellows,  as  that  they  might  show  to  their  parents,  that  they  had  been  industri- 
ous and  diligent  during  the  winter.  Instead  of  the  dull  and  careless  answer, 
the  heedless,  headlong  indifference,  or  the  stifled,  smothered  reply  to  the 
questions  of  the  committee  and  instructer  at  the  examination,  there  was  a  new 
life  infused  into  the  scholars,  and  each  one  seemed  ready  and  willing  to  answer 
each  and  every  question.  And,  if  any  one  was  so  unlucky  as  to  make  a  mis^ 
take,  the  whole  class,  as  well  as  the  unfortunate  wight,  seemed  disappointed  at 
the  failure.    *    *    * 

Such,  we  believe,  to  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  condition  of  our  Public 
Schools.  Satisfactory,  when  considered  with  reference  to  the  disadvantages 
under  which  they  labor ;  but,  by  no  means,  in  the  opinion  of  yonr  committee, 
what  they  ou^ht  to  be,  and,  sooner  or  later,  will  be,  if  the  people  have  their 
own,  and  their  children's  true  interest  at  heart.    •    *    * 

By  statute,  it  is  made  a  penal  offence,  with  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  for  each 
violation,  for  any  corporation  to  employ  any  child  under  fifteen  years  of  a^e 
in  their  manufactories,  without  seeing  to  it,  that  they  **  have  attended  a  public 
or  private  day  school,  where  instruction  is  given  by  a  teacher  qualified  accord- 
ing to  law,  at  least  three  of  the  twelve  months  next  preceding  any  and  ev^ry 
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jenr  In  which  such  child  shall  be  so  employed.*'  There  have  been  no  viola- 
tions of  this  law  by  any  manufacturiD^  estabfibhment  within  the  knowledge  of 
TOur  eotnmittee.  But  what  essential  difference  there  can  be  between  children's 
being  employed  in  a  manufacturing  establishment  without  any  schooling,  and 
being  kept  at  home  idle  or  at  work,  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  without  any 
schooling  during  the  year,  your  committee  are  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  determine. 
And  yet,  vour  committee  believe,  there  have  been  repeated  instances  of  the 
latter,  and  that  too  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  schoolhouse. 

It  is  a  glorious  provisiou  of  our  laws,  commencing  with  the  foundation  of  our 
colonies,  that  property  shall  maintain  schools  for  the  education  of  all.  But  the 
right  to  tax  the  property  of  every  individual  for  the  support  of  free  schools, 
carries  with  it  the  duty  of  the  citizen  to  avail  himself  of  those  institutions,  or 
provide  others  equally  as  good.  And,  as  the  maintenance  of  correct  principles, 
and  the  preservation  of  our  liberties,  depend  upon  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
and  virjtuo  among  the  great  liody  of  the  people,  it  becomes  all  men,  who  wish 
to  transmit  undiminished  to  posterity,  those  blessings,  which  they  have  received 
from  their  fathers,  to  uphold  this  corner  stone  of  our  republic. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  subject,  and  of  the  responsible  duties  which  have  been 
committed  to  our  charge  for  the  past  vear,  (which  have  occupied  the  time  of 
your  committee,  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  amount  of  two  hunclred  and  six  half 
days,  or  an  average  of  more  than  forty  half  days  to  each  one  of  the  committee,] 
we  would  say,  that,  though  our  doings  have  not  always  met  with  the  entire 
approbation  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  we  are  aware,  may  not  always  have  been 
correct,  yet  the  consciousness  of  having  discharged  those  duties  with  perfect 
unanimity,  and  always  with  a  single  eye  to  the  welfare  of  the  youth  of  our 
town,  is  a  satisfaction,  of  which  nothing  can  deprive  us.  And  we  sincerely 
hope  that  the  new  interest,  which  has  been  awakened  among  some  portion  of 
our  fellow  townsmen,  for  the  improvement  of  our  schools,  will  have  a  benefi- 
cial influence  upon  ail ;  and  that  tiie  day  may  not  be  fiir  distant,  when  our 
fchoolhouses  shall  become  the  ornament,  and  our  schools  the  chief  pride,  of 
our  town.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTCCe— Eli  Cook,  W.  Whittxit,  Johx  S.  Wbitx,  J.  D.  Swbxt, 

J08XPH  J.  BXAL. 


MARSHFIELD,    .    .     1''' Sror'SesLX"' *'"'"**  "^ 

(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  .772—111  Winter,  396. 

(3)  Average  aUendaoce  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  249 — la  Winter,  297. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  462. — No.  of  persons  onder  i 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  34.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  21. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  72  mihs.'l  days.— In  Summer,  41  21— In  Winter,  30  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  8 —No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  527  69— To  Females,  glO  73. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 76.— Of  Females,  $4, 13. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  g\9  83— Of  Females,  ^6  60. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^1,100. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  S 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .^—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .-^Average  iraaiber  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  uniaeorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  9.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  18  mths.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  178. — 
Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $36-^. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Fund^,  g  . — ^Income  from  same,  g 

Booxs  U8BD.—£>pf//tW— Emerson's  National  and  Introduction  to  the  same.    Reading-^ 
Woroesier's  Primer  and  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Books,  Pierpont's  Series  of  fteadiog  Books, 
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Classical  Reader.    G^rantmar— Smith's.    Gfeorrapftttu.Parley'8,  ,01ney'i,  Woodbridge's  and 

Smith's.  Arithmetic — Emerson's  First,  Second  aud  Third  Paris,  Smith's,  Colburn's  liitroduc- 
tion.  All  o</ters~New  Testament,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Blake's  Natural  Philosophy,  Goodrich's 
History  and  Emerson'ii  Questions. 

Rbbcark. — ^»  Surplus  Revenue,  to  the  amount  of  $1,661  79,  applied  to  the 
support  of  schools.    Annual  income,  $99  11!* 

Selections  from  Report.  *  •  Your  committee  think  one  cause  of  the 
want  of  correct  deportment,  in  some  of  our  schools,  is  owing  to  lax  discipline 
at  home.  If  children  are  not  obedient  to  their  own  parents,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected thev  will  be  to  their  school -teacher,  without  the  exercise  of  great  sever- 
ity. Our  fathers  were  generally  very  rigid  in  the  government  of  their  children. 
And  we  are  glad  that  the  austerity  of  the  parental  discipline  which  they  exer- 
cised, has  been  softened  down  at  the  present  period  of  the  world.  But  there  is 
danger  of  our  going  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and  of  becoming  too  indulgent  to 
our  children.  Parents  must  teach  their  children  at  home,  the  duty  of  behaving 
well  at  school.  They  have  greater  influence  over  them  than  any  other  persons, 
and  they  should  exert  it  for  good.  They  should  frequently  make  inquiries  with 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  their  own  children.  And  whenever  they  find  that  it 
is  not  as  it  should  be,  they  should  take  measures  to  have  it  corrected. 

Parents  are  capable  of  doiu^  more  than  they  have  yet  done,  for  the  prosper- 
ity of  our  Common  Schools  Much  is  depending  on  ihtir  exertions,  as  well  as 
on  the* exertions  of  the  teachers  and  committee-  If  any  of  the  scholars  are  in 
the  habit  of  coming  to  school  at  a  late  hour,  both  in  the  morning  and  after- 
noon ;  if  they  are  poorly  supplied  with  books ;  and  if  they  are  kept  at  home  a 
few  days  every  week,  while  their  class  is  making  progress,  such  scholars  can- 
not reasonably  be  expected  to  learn  much,  even  if  they  should  have  one  of  the 
best  of  teachers.  If  parents  listen  to  every  story  that  is  told  out  of  school,  and 
if,  without  knowing  the  truth  of  what  is  reported,  they  take  the  part  of  the 
scholars,  in  opposition  to  the  teachers,  the  school  will  be  very  much  injured. 
If  any  parent  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  teacher  is  in  fault,  he  had  much 
better  converse  with  him  on  the  matter  in  privcUe,  than  to  make  unfavorable 
remarks  respecting  the  teacher,  in  the  presence  of  any  of  the  scholars.  If  you 
let  your  children  know  that  you  do  not  like  the  teacher,  the  school  will  proba- 
bly do  them  but  little  good.  If  the  teacher  is  not  fit  for  his  place,  means  should 
be  taken  to  have  him  removed.  But  if  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  of  a  majority  of  the  parents,  none  should  injure  his  usefulness  by  acting 
in  opposition  to  his  measures,  and  mode  of  discipline  and  instruction. 

Your  committee  wish  that  parents  would  take  more  interest  in  visiting  the 
KkooiSf  especially  at  the  closing  examinations.  Sometimes  there  is  not  one  of 
the  parents  present  on  these  occasions.  After  the  children  have  been  attending 
school  from  three  to  five  months,  and  have  applied  themselves  diligently  to 
their  studies,  undec  the  direction  of  a  faithful  teacher,  is  it  not  to  be  supposed 
that  they  have  made  such  progress  as  is  worth  witnessing  ?  If  it  were  gener- 
ally expected  that  one  half  of  the  parents  would  attend  the  closing  examination 
with  the  school  committee,  we  believe  that  the  scholars  would  be  stimula- 
ted to  make  greater  exertions  to  improve  than  they  have  yet  done ;  and  the 
teacher  himself  woidd  be  encouraged  to  do  as  much  as  is  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  his  pupils. 

If  there  were  to  be  exhibited  a  caravan  of  wild  beasts,  in  one  of  our  school 
districts,  free  of  expense,  or  even  at  the  usual  terms  of  admission,  would  it  not 
attract  more  visiters  than  our  Common  School  examinations  now  do  ?  We  be- 
lieve it  would.  Many  parents  would  go  to  witness  the  tricks  which  a  monkey 
or  an  elephant  has  been  taught  to  perforni,  who  would  not  go  to  observe  the 
progress  which  the  immortal  minds  of  ihcir  children  have  made,  in  the  most 
important  branches  of  education.  At  the  closing  examination  of  one  of  the 
schools,  we  observed  that  the  teacher  had  procured  a  large  number  of  chairs 
for  the  accommodation  of  parents  who  might  be  present.  Only  two  caine.  The 
chairs,  therefore,  we're  mostly  unoccupied.  Your  committee  learn  that  in  some 
towns,  it  is  customary  for  large  numbers  of  the  parents  to  attend  the  examina- 
tions.   The  school  committee  of  the  town  of  Ware,  in  Hampshire  county,  re- 
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xtmxkf  that  *  they  have  seen  twenty  or  thirty  strangeni  present  on  eeveral  ocea- 
•ioD0|  aod  in  one  case  nearly  one  hundred."  We  hope  more  parents  in  our 
own  town  will  manifest,  by  attending  tlie  closing  examinations,  a  greater  inter- 
est in  the  intellectual  progress  of  their  children  than  they  have  yet  done.  *  *  * 
'Let  us  remember,' that  while  we  use  means  to  improve  the  mmiU  of  our  chil- 
dren, we  should  also  endeavor  to  improve  their  htarU.  Learning  will  enable  a 
bad  man  to  do  the  more  mischie£  Let  moral  culture^  therefore,  receive  proper 
attention.  Let  parents  pay  strict  regard  to  the  moraU  of  their  children.  We 
believe  that  no  nation  or  community,  can,  for  any  length  of  time,  prosper,  with- 
out morality  and  virtue.  A  law  of  the  Commonwealth  makes  it  the  duty  of 
<*  instructors  of  youth  to  exert  their  best  endeavors,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
children  and  youth,  committed  to  their  care  and  instruction,  the  principles  of 
piety,  justice,  and  a  sacred  regard  to  truth,  love  to  their  country,  humanity  and 
universal  benevolence,  sobriety,  industry,  and  frugality,  chastity,  moderation  and 
temperance,  and  those  other  virtues,  which  are  the  ornament  of  human  society, 
and  the  basis  upon  which  a  republican  constitution  is  founded ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  instructers  to  endeavor  to  lead  their  pupils,  as  their  ages  and 
capacities  will  admit,  into  a  clear  understanding  of  the  tendencj^  of  the  above- 
mentioned  virtues,  to  preserve  and  perfect  a  republican  constitution,  and  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  as  well  as  to  promote  their  future  happiness,  and  also 
to  point  out  to  tliem  the  evil  tendency  of  the  opposite  vicea"  Your  committee 
hope  parents  will  interest  themselves  in  what  this  law  requires.  The  bovs  now 
attending  our  district  schools,  will  in  a  few  years  rule  the  town,  and  will  have 
their  voice  in  making  laws,  or  in  electing  legislators  for  the  State  and  Nation. 
How  important,  then,  is  it,  that  they  not  only  receive  a  good  Common  School 
education,  but  that  they  be  trained  up  to  respect  all  the  virtues  just  enumerated, 
m  the  statute ;  and  that  they  acquire  that  **  righteousness"  which  **  exalteth  a 
nation,"  and  avoid  those  sins  which  are  a  ^  reproach  to  any  people."    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Gko.  LkonarD;  Sevxca  Whitx,  Joseph  Mewbtt. 


MIDDLEBOROUGH,   j  ^^>  111^'*"!!"°"; p'^*    V«laalion,  J789,309  n. 

'    (        Number  of  Public  Schools,  39. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Summer,  ],125— In  Wuter,  i;34S. 

(3)  Aveiage  atteodance  in  the  School»— In  Summer,  761— In  Winter,  969. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,349.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  89.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attmd  School,  161. 
W  AggteghX^  length  of  the  Schools,  248  mths  7  days.— In  Sommer,  156  144^n  Wialer^9t  SI. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^M.  1— F.  38.— No.  of  J^saehers  in  Wintei^M  3(K— F.  8. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  g^  15— To  Females,  f  II  78. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  57  56— Of  Females,  $5  70. 

(9)  Avernge  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  j20  59— Of  Females,  $6  08. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^,500. 
(Ity  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Publie  Schools,  51,238  96. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  73.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  51,139  70. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoa 

Schools,  6.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  14.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  156 — ^Aggre- 
'  gate  paid  for  tuition,  5512. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .^Income  from  same,  g 

Books  USED.— Spelline—Emetton^B.  J2«a<f»it£^— Worcester's  Series.  Grammar— Smith's. 
Geo^ap/t^^Oluey's  and  Peter  Parley's.  ^/^^m«<xc— Emerson's  and  Smith's.  AUother»~^ 
Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  The  fiible. 

RxitAaK.— <«  The  interest  of  the  town's  proportion  of  the  Surplus  Revenue, 
Mttounting  to  the  sum  of  $6^  11,  is  applied  to  the  support  of  PufalioSchoolik* 


eflTects  produced  00  the  scbolara,  in  several  districts,  firotn  parents  visiting  thei^ 
scliools,  would  recommend  tiiat  the  practice  be  geuerallj  adopted  dirough  th« 
town. 

The  tfonMniltee  would  fuplbei;  notice  the  great  want  of  unlfonnily  in  ttie 
Boanner  of  instruotion  pufsued*  bv  the  cUfierent  teachers  in  the  town.  They 
Wcndd  SHCgest,  Ibait  the  schools,  which  have  been  taught  upon  the  Abbott  sys- 
tem, are  highly  popular  and  cottHBendabley-^and  tlie(y  would  therefore  recoin- 
mend  his  work  to  the  perusal  -of  teachers. 

Your  connnittee  would  recommend  to  the  prudential  committee  the  impor- 
tance 4>f  a  careful  selection  of  suitable  teachers,  not  only  as  it  respects  tlieir 
learning,  but  their  deportment,  their  common  language  and  manners^  which 
should  be  worthy  the  ejiampie  and  imitation  of  the  youth  under  tbeur  charge* 
Children  usually  contract  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  their  teachers. 

This  leads  us^  to  another  subject,  worthy  of  attetitioB  for  the  welfare  of  our 
schools,  which  is,  that  the  prudettitial  committee  procure  their  teachers,  for  the 
summer  schools,  at  an  earlier  season  in  the  spring,  and  those  for  the  winteri 
earlier  in  the  &U.  This  would  enable  them  to  select  better  teachers  at  a  cheaper 
rate;  and  it  would  also  relieve  the  town's  committee  from  the  trouble  of  meet- 
ing to  examine  candidates  the  year  round. 

Your  committee,  in  view  of  the  large  number  of  school  districts  into  which 
this  town  is  divided,  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the 
town,  the  propriety  of  a  union  of  districts,  where  it  can  be  conveniently  done, 
for  the  Ibenefit  of  the  older  and  more  advanced  scholars.  We  think  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  town's  money,  appropriated  for  the  support  of  Public 
Schools  in  this  town,  is  very  injudiciously  eJcpended,  in  consequence  of  such  a 
number  of  small  districts,  which  employ  male  teachers  in  the  winter  for  tho 
accommodation  of  a  very  few  large  scholars.  In  some  parts  of  the  town,  two 
or  more  distrios  might  be  united  ror  a  winter  school,  and  taught  by  a  good 
male  teacher,  for  the  benefit  of  scholars  of  a  higher  grade ;  and  the  summer 
schools,  for  the  younger  children,  might  remain  as  at  present.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  are  happy  to  state,  in  conclusion,  that,  in  their  opinion,  there 
has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of  most  of  our  schools  the 
past  year,  and  that  an  increased  interest  in  their  welfare  is  manifest    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Abisbal  T.  Clark,  Amezer  T.  Harvkv,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, Ariel  W.  Southworth,  Azel  Thomas,  Jacob  Bennet,2d.,  David  Aldeb,  Jr., 
IIarrisor  Clarke,  Reuben  Hofford,  Seth  Morton. 


N.  BRIDGEWATER,  nt::Zi1.Z^7'^^^- 

(S)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  510— In  Winter,  466. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  397— In  Winter,  332. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  701.— No.,  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  71  paths.  7  days.— In  Summer,  45  21— In  Winter,  25  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board*— To  Males,  ^28  79— To  Females,  $i%  51. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $B  49— Of  Females,  $5  53. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $20  30— Of  Females,  $7  04. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $1,200. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8.— Aggregate  of  montha  kept,  9Si-*Average  No.  of  Scholars,  58<— Aggm- 
_  gate  paid  for  tuition,  $329. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  g  «— Income  from  sanic,  $ 
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Books  vun^^lUiiiip— NAtMoal.    Rmduui^^init  Class  Book,  lotiodaetioB  lo  Naliond 

Rcadefi  National  Keader,  Youog^  Reader,  (j^ommar— Sinith'x.  Cr«o^rapAy— Malte-Brua's. 
Arithmetic— SmilWs,  Cdburn's  and  Adams'.  All othert-^ll'isiory  of  the  V.  S.,  Blake's  Phi- 
losophy, Watts  on  the  Miud. 

Selbctiohv  feom  Rbpokt.  *  *  In  the  examinatioD  of  teachers,  tbey  have 
eDdeavored  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  could  be  done,  whether  tbey  possessed  the 
reqiiMite  <(ualifications.  They  have  become  fully  satisfied  that  a  person  may 
sustain  a  tair  examination  in  the  branches  to  be  taught,  and  yet  be  a  very  in- 
competent teacher.  In  some  instances  they  have  been  sadly  disappointed  to 
find,  that  a  desirable  tact  in  teaching  and  controlling  the  school  has  been  want- 
ing. It  is  not  seen  how  similar  disappointments  may  not  be  experienced  in 
future,  unless  the  district  committee,  when  engaging  teachers  who  have  been 
employed  in  schools  before,  shall  make  definite  inquiries  respecting  their  suc- 
cess. *  *  It  is  believed,  however,  that,  when  it  is  known  that  great  pains 
will  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  qualificationsof  candidates,  fewer  incompetent 
teachers  will  presume  to  offer  themselves,  and  thus  some  unpleasant  embar- 
rassments will  be  avoided.    *    *    * 

The  committee  have  been  forcibly  impressed  with  the  immense  importance 
of  having  suitable  teachers,  from  observing  that  the  same  scholars,  with  difier- 
ent  teachers,  have  presented  a  very  striking  contrast    *    *    * 

It  seems  to  be  c^  unspeakable  imfiortance,  that  parents  should,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, sustain  and  encourage  the  teachers  of  the  children,  though,  in  some  un 
fortunate  instance,  they  may  not  feel  all  the  confidence  tbey  could  wish.  It  is 
believed  that  children  may  sufiSsr  vastly  more  damage  from  indiscreet  remarks 
or  interference  by  parents,  than  from  some  real  defects  in  teachers.  Create  a 
wrong  impression  m  children's  minds  towards  teachers,  and  you  have  laid  the 
foundation  for  trouble,  not  for  one  term  merely,  but,  it  may  be,  for  several. 
The  committee  are  satisfied  that,  in  some  districts,  good  results  have  followed 
from  the  visitation  of  parents  at  the  close  of  a  term.  In  some  districts  this  is 
wholly  neglected.    •    •    • 

The  committee  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that,  in  theur  opinion,  the  construction 
of  some  of  the  schoolhouses  is  ill-adapted  to  the  accommodation  and  comfort 
of  the  pupils,  and  that  economy  would  dictate  a  change. 

The  schools  have  been  for  the  most  part,  visited,  as  the  law  directs,  at  the 
beginning  and  close  of  the  terms.  In  some  cases  this  has  been  omitted  through 
some  neglect  in  making  known  the  time  of  close.  It  is  believed  that  such 
omissions  should  not  occur,  as  it  opens  the  door  for  teachers,  if  disposed,  to  be 
negligent,  when  otherwise  they  would  not  have  been. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Jksss  Perkihs,  Paul  Couch,  Albert  Smith. 


r>JPM7iT?n JTJP  5 <^)  Population,  1,268.    Valuation, 5236^505 35. 

MTII^JfLOMXiJCLrA,    ...       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  8. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  270— la  Winter,  307. 

(3)  Average  aUendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  160— In  Winter,  214. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  339.- No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  13.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  aOend  School,  12. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  48  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  28  14-«In  Winter,  SO. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^-M.   — F.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  2. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ;(27  07— To  Females,  ^10  66. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  %Z  22— Of  F^emales,  %^  60. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  %\Z  85— Of  Females,  ^6  06. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  % 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   '—Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .-—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     ^—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $     '  . 
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V 

(19)  No.  of  mrineorponited  AenduniM,  Fritato  Schoolt,  and  Seboolt  kopt  to  praloBg^  ConmoB 
Schoob,  3.— Agg^regate  of  mouths  kept,  14— Average  No.  of  Sebolart,  tff.— Aggre^ 
gate  paid  fortuitioo,  $\45. 

(14)  Amoaot  of  Local  Fands,  f  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  usxd.— fi|p«//tfrg^-North  American.  iZiNMlu^g)— Worcester's  Series,  First  Glass  Book. 
GramnuEr— Smith's  or  Browa's.  Creo^op/iy-— Smith's  and  Parley's.  Jri<Am<ttc— Smith's  and 
£roenon's.    All  o<A«r*— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.j  Worcester's  Dictionary. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  the  first  place,  the  sum  of  moDey 
raised  for  the  support  of  schools  is  so  small,  that  a  great  part  of  the  benefit  is 
lost  entirely,  for  the  schools  are,  necessarily,  very  short ;  and  any  one  ^ho  has 
watched  the  prosress  of  a  school,  will  see,  that,  in  a  three-months'  term,  under 
a  good  teacher,  the  scholars  will  improve  much  faster,  the  last  month,  than  io 
the  other  two, — and  was  the  school  prolonged  another  month,  the  improve- 
ment would  be  still  more  rapid. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Thejre  is  a  long  vacation  between  the  schools,  and  the 
children,  not  being  large  enough  to  assist  their  fiarents  by  their  labor,  are  left 
to  play,  and  thereby  not  only  lose  what  they  may  have  gained  in  their  last 
school,  but  they  lose  a  relish  for  study,  and  the  next  teacher  has  great  difiiculty 
in  overcoming  the  habits  thus  formed,  and  you  pay  him  or  her  at  least  one 
mouth's  waees  to  set  right  what  has  been  suffered  to  go  wrong  by  your  long 
vacation.  But  still  further, — the  small  amount  of  money,  as  your  committee 
think,  contributes  directly  to  the  employment  of  poor  teachers.  For  instance, 
the  agent  has  his  proportion  of  the  money  raised,  and,  naturally  wisliiug  to 
make  his  school  as  long  as  he  can,  he  seeks  for  a  teacher  who  will  keep  for  his 
price,  which,  of  course,  must  he  low,  and  trusts  to  luck  for  his  qualifications; 
and  he,  or  she,  goes  before  the  committee  and  is  a[>probated,  as  far  as  they  can 
judge,  to  keep.  But,  afler  all,  he  may  lack  the  most  important  qualification, 
▼iz.,  government, — and  we  find,  at  the  close  of  the  school,  that  it  t9,  in  reality, 
the  cheapest  thing  imaginable. 

It  is  true,  vou  may  sometimes  find  a  teacher  who  will  keep  for  a  small  price, 
that  is  qualined  in  every  respect,  but  it  is  some  young  man,  or  woman,  who 
wishes  to  make  a  trial  of  his  powers  and  qualifications  before  taking  a  school 
in  some  other  place,  and  then,  at  least,  your  school  is  made  the  subject  of  ex- 
periment rather  than  of  experience.  But,  at  the  next  term,  do  you  find  him  or 
her  willing  to  keep  for  the  same  old  price  ?  No,  he  is  among  the  candidates 
for  schools  where  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  a  good  teacher. 

And,  finally,  it  is  necessary  that  we  have  apparatus  in  our  schools.  Some 
simple  apparatus  would  do  more  to  make  children  underetand  the  subjects  thev 
attend  to,  than  pages  upon  pages  of  explanation  without  them  You  may  tell 
a  child  that  the  world  is  round,  but  he  does  not,  cannot  underetand  it ;  but 
show  him  a  globe,  and  he  sees  that  it  is  necessarily  so,  and  that  it  could  be  no 
other  way.  It  has  been  used  in  other  towns,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been  given 
up  when  once  introduced, — a  sure  proof  of  its  utility.  We  shall  probably  be 
met  with  the  plea  of  hard  times;  this  we  have  no  wish  to  dispute,  but  is  not 
bis  children's  advancement  a  thing  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  New  Cng- 
lander, — to  the  republican  ?  Wilji  it  not  be  some  consolation  that  your  chil- 
dren are  gaining  what  no  hard  times  can  take  from  them  ?  that  they  are  fitting 
themselves  to  become  useful  members  of  society  ? 

Let  us  remember  that  on  the  character  of  our  schools  depends  the  character 
of  the  children;  that  on  the  character  of  our  children,  depends  the  character  of 
our  town,  when  they  shall  have  arisen  to  take  our  places  upon  the  stage  of  ac- 
tion ;  and  still  further,  on  the  character  of  our  towns  depends  the  character  of 
the  nation  at  large. 

lu  some  schools  of  this  town,  there  is  a  lamentable  irregularity  in  attend- 
ance. *  *  By  the  register,  it  appeara  that  the  whole  number  belonging  to 
this  school  was  44,  while  the  average  number  attending,  for  the  whole  term, 
was  only  19.  There  is  some  truth  m  saying  that  the  money  was  thrown  awa^, 
for  in  this  case  two  thirds  of  the  children  received  no  benefit  whatever  from  ir. 
But  this  is  not  all.  if  the  scholare  that  did  attend,  came  regularly,  they  might 
have  been  benefited,  but  this  was  not  the  case }  for  the  dififereoce  between  the 
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BunlMr  beloafinff  to  the  Mhool,  aad  tlM  jmeabv  alttiBillpg»  mpwt  he  aarenged 
on  the  whole,  and  the  result  will  flhow,  as  m  fiuct  it  proved,  that  the  achool, 
taken  together,  remaiaed  where  it  was,  or  if  there  was  any  difference,  it  had 
gone  backward.    •    •    * 

And  finally,  we  would  ask  parents  to  visit  the  schools  oftener.  Visit  them  at 
all  hours,  at  any  tiine ;  the  ^;ood  teacher  will  be  happ^  to  see  you,  and  the  poor 
one  may  profit  by  your  advioe,  if  given  in  a  right  spirit.  Recollect,  that  here 
you  have  plaeed  your  children,  your  greatest  jewels,  to  receive  an  education ; 
here  they  are  to  fit  themselves,  either  to  be  ornaments  to  society,  and  a  bless- 
ing to  the  world,  or  a  scourfle  and^a  disgrace  to  the  oommuaily.  And  is  it  pos- 
.sible  that  parents  will  not  take  an  interest  auflScieot  to  visit  them  in  their  nur- 
series of  learning  ?  .  You  watch  with  the  greatest  care,  their  progress  in  other 
Itfanches  of  learning,  on  your  farms  and  in  your  work-shops,  but  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mind,  you  leave  to  other  handa. 

We  do  sincerely  hope,  that  in  all  future  examinations  of  schools,  we  shall 
'  meet  the  fathers  and  mothers  there,  and  we  do  trust  that  our  Common  Schools 
will  become  what  our  &ther8  intended  they  should  become,  the  cradles  of  a  vir- 
tuous and  enlightened  nation.    *    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^— AsTHoav  Cqi^lawome,  Hobacc  Collamoub,  Stephui  r« 

GlFFORD. 


P  r  VJi/rn  ITT%r  J  (*)  Population,  6,034.    Valuation,  iJl,025,167  50. 

PLYMOUTH,     ...       J       Number  of  P«blkSchool.,30. 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  tke  Schools— >In  Summer  978»Ib  Winter,  1^166. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  668 — In  Winter,  831. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,422. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,      — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  64. 
(d)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  250  mths.  10  dys.— In  Summer,  137 14— In  Winter,  112  24. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  4 — ^F.  23.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  16 — F.  15. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $Sl  15— To  Females,  $IZ  61. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $9 15-^>f  Females,  $6  09. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $2i  00— Of  Females,  $1 52. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

I'eachers,  board  and  fuel,  $5J(X)0» 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  gVI  44. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .-.-Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(IS)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Schools,  16.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  153^.— Average  No.  of  Seholan,  296v— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^2,116  80. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  5        * 

Books  u8KD.f—£^/&'iig'— Emerson's  National.  Reading-^Wonesier*s  2d  and  Sd  Books, 
Young  Reader  and  Introduction,  American  First  Glass  Book,  Pope's  Essay  on  Man.  Gram' 
mar— Smith's.  Creograp/iy— Smith's,  Olney's,  Goodrich's  wiih  Maps,  Peter  Parle v's,  Boston 
School  Atlas.  ArUhmeiie—Colburn^s  1st  Lessons,  Emerson's  1st,  2a  and  3d  Parts,  North  Amer* 
ican  and  Smith's.     All  othert — Colburn's  and  Bailey's  Algebra,  Hitchcock's  Book-keeping 


Works  in  Greek,  Latin  and  French. 


Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  committee  suggest  the  expediency 
of  distributing  the  school  money  on  the  principle  of  the  average  attendance  ia 
the  respective  districts  of  the  preceding  year.  The  school  money  ia  designed 
for  those  who  attend  tlie  schools,  and  not  for  those  who  do  not  attend.  The 
effect  of  adopting  this  principle  of  distribtition,  may  be  the  increase  of  the 
av^rji|[e  attendance,  and  that  is  the  object  of  the  suggeatioiu    •    *    • 
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^rh&  (MMmlttM  ttdrened  iMt  ^r,  t(>  fh«  defi^leneies  III  Hm  diigtfM  Mtf 
qtmllty  of  ifistruetkiti^  oceafiiofied  by  a  aiibdivkmn  of  tli«  town  into  too  greki  k 
number  of  small  districts.  They  would  again  respectfully  present  this  evil  to 
the  notiee  of  thtt  town. 

ICel  river,  instead  Of  A>ur  dfetrieis,  had  better  Constitute  hot  one,  with  schoOliil 
loettted  as  they  now  are  and  kept  by  ^nmfes,  ibt*  tiie  younger  children,  and  ono 
of  a  higher  grade  for  those  in  more  advanced  standing. 

The  Central,  Trahiing  Green,  atid  Wellhigsl^y,  might  well  constitute  a  sin|[le 
district^  with  subordinate  schools  located  aa  they  now  are,  add  schools  of  uiO 
fimt  character,  conveniently  situated  for  the  whole  villaffe.    •    *    • 

There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  we  would  invite  public  attention,  and 
that  18)  the  number  of  children  in  the  town  that  are  brought  up  in  the  neglect 
of  all  instraction.  This  is  a  great  evil,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  suggest  a 
remedy  that  will  be  at  all  adequate  to  its  removal.  We  are  quite  appreltensivo 
that  tlie  law,  making  it  an  offence  to  employ  children  under  fifteen  years  ot 
a|[e,  without  afibrdiog  them  day  schooling  for  three  months  during  the  yeaf, 
fails  of  its  proposed  effect,  through  want  of  attention  on  the  |iart  of  those  con-< 
ducting  these  establishments.  We  suggest  the  expediency,  when  the  census  is 
taken,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  children  under  fifteen  years  employed  id 
maaufacturingestabliBhments^^esiifnating  the  establishment — who  have  not 
sAtended  schoM,  according  to  the  requiredaent  of  that  law. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— William  Thomas,  Dasiil  Jacxsoh ,  QvnATvs  GttBKftt, 

SCHDYLBR  SaMPSOIT. 

P  r  ITMT^  Tn  AT  J  ^' ^  Populatbn,  835.    Valuatioo,  J[133,6T7  76. 

JTM^  ^lYlir  XUIS^    ...       J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scbolara  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  177-*-In  Wioler^  SSa. 
(S)  Average  aUeodaaiee  in  the  Sehools^In  Summer,  IS^-^In  Winter,  186. 

(4)  No.  ef  liersoBS  beturten  4  and  16  jrears  of  age  in  the  town,  S68.-«No.  of  persons  ttad«r  4 

jpears  of  age  who  attend  School,  6.*— No.  over  16  years  of  «ge  who  attend  8<ihool,  51. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  44  mths.  1  day.— In  Summer,  ^  14— tn  Winier,  It  15. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  5^  ^ — "^^  Females,  f  iO  05* 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^6  16— Of  Females,  %^  76. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  momh  eaeiusive  of  board— Of  Males,  %V9  66— Of  Fcnnales,  %b  S9« 

(10)  Amoatt  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools^  including  only  the  wagei  of 

Teachers,  board  and  Aiel,  5460< 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  Aiel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5156  01. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,      . — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,      .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  % 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  Icept  le  prolong  Commo» 

Schools,  2.^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  1}.— Average  No.  of  Seholars,  £0^-»Aggi»« 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  %AKi  SO, 

(14)  AmottDt  ef  Local  Funds,  $       .^Income  from  same,  g 

Bo«s»  otBO.— AM^JHtt^Bmenon's  New  National.  RmcHng^WoKesttif*  9€rtm  tff  lt«fd- 
ing  Books,  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th,  the  New  Testament  and  others.  Grammar— Smith's.  Geog- 
rapA^^-^milh^s.  ilrilAmelir— Greenleaf's,  Emerson's  North  American,  1st  and  2d  Par^ 
All  ofA<er«— Webster's  School  Dictionary,  The  Child's  First  Book  of  History^  Goodrieb's  Hii-» 
tory  of  the  U.  S.,  Blake's  Philosophy  and  others,  Cummings'  First  Lessons  m  Astronomy  and 
others. 

RxMABK.— <«  The  sum  of  $81  54,  being  the  iotereat  of  the  town's  proportioa 
of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  was  applied  to  the  support  of  schools." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Tour  committee  have  visited  and  ex- 
amined all  the  Public  Schools  in  Plympton,  the  past  year,  as  often  as  the  ls# 
nqoiiift   *   ^   Thespidling  boola  tte  tnrj  deficient,  in  mles  ftr  feadiiiii^ 
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•lementaiy  principles ;  of  coum  aeliool  teachera  find  it  difficult  to  tench  them 
to  their  scholars,  with  that  facility  which  they  could  do,  if  books  furnished  rulea, 
and  examples  for  teaching  them. 

Last  summer' your  committee  drew  up  some  rules  for  the  better  teaching  of 
the  elementary  princifdes  of  orthography,  and  gave  a  copy  to  each  of  the 
teachers  of  the  sununer  and  winter  schools,  to  be  returned  when  the  schools 
ended. 

One  of  your  committee  visited  once,  each  of  the  winter  schools,  with  an  arti- 
ficial gioAie,  and  lectured  to  the  scholars,  on  tho  uses  and  advantages  of  it. 

We  think  it  very  desirable,  and  would  be  very  beneficial  to  schohurs,  to  have 
each  of  our  schoolhouses  furnished  with  artificial  globes,  and  other  apparatuau 
Globes  are  calculated  to  give  scholars  a  more  clear,  distinct,  and  definite  idea 
of  the  earth  and  its  component  parts,  and  the  relative  situation  of  different 
countries  to  each  other,  than  they  ^et  from  maps. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  geometrical  and  other  figures,  post- 
ed up  on  the  walls  of  our  schoolhouses,  or  otherwise  used,  would  be  beneficial 
to  scholars  in  some  of  their  studies. 

At  a  meeting  of  your  committee  last  November,  it  was  voted  to  recommend 
to  the  school  teachers,  to  devote,  weekly,  a  certain  portion  of  time  exclusively 
to  reading,  with  a  view  to  improve  the  scholars  in  good  reading,  and  a  copy  of 
their  vote  was  given  to  each  school  teacher.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  find,  that 
there  is  evidently  some  improvement  in  reading,  among  many  of  the  schol- 
ars. We  also  have  the  satisfaction  of  finding,  that  there  is  a  gradual  improve- 
ment in  the  method  of  teaching  and  conducting  schools.    *    *    * 

Your  committee  would  invite  your  attention  to  the  consideration  of  one  sub- 
ject, perhaps  not  generally  known  or  understood  amonff  us ; — that  is,  the  estab- 
fidiment  of  School  District  Libraries.  Our  Legislature  has  provided  by  law,  but 
without  compulsion,  for  the  establishment  of  such  libraries ;  and  has  author- 
ized school  districts  to  raise  a  certain  sum  for  that  purpose,  and,  from  time  to 
time,  to  make  an  addition  to  that  sum. 

Books  are  prepared,  and  are  now  preparing,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  to  supply  school  districts  with  libraries,  which  are  calculated  to 
improve  our  youth  m  science,  good  morals  and  usefulness.  The  books  are  to 
be  free  from  sectarian  principles ;  so  that  no  denomination  will  have  occasion 
to  complain  of  them,  on  account  of  sectarianism. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  large  portion  of  the  reading  of  our  youth,  consists  of 
books  of  a  light  and  vain  character,  not  calculated  to  improve  their  minds  in 
useful  knowledge  and  morality,  and  fit  them  to  be.useful  in  society ;  but  to  pro- 
duce in  them  vanity,  pride,  immorality,  profanity  and  obscenity. 

As  parents  regard  the  respectability  and  happiness  of  their  children,  and 
their  own  comfort,  they  should  provide  useful  inlbrmation,  and  place  it  within 
their  reach.  This,  the  establishment  of  libraries  would  do.  Is  it,  then,  too 
much  to  hope,  that  every  school  district  will  soon  be  furnished  with  the  books 
already  prepared  for  such  libraries ;  and  that  those  who  are  coming  forward  to 
active  liie,  will  avail  themselves  of  this  mode  of  instruction;  and  that  they  will 
be  prepared  to  fill,  with  honor  and  usefulness,  the  places  they  may  occupy  in 
society?    •    *    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,— Elijah  Dexter,  Martin  Hatward,  Lewis  Bradford. 


TfnnJfW^TI?!?  ^(*)  Pop«i'*tion> 3,670.    Valuation, f 464,079 6L 

J^Ul^arsi^ir^It,     .       .  J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  23. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,— In  Summer,  288-^ln  Winter,  942. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  234— In  Winter,  719. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  976  — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  47.— No.  over  16  years  of  ogc  who  attend  School,  150. 
(*)  Aggregale  length  of  the  Schools,  94  mths.  4  days.— In  Summer,  23  7— In  W^inler,  70  25. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wiiiteiw-M.  18— F.  5. 

(7)  Averago  wages  paid  per  aoQth^iiicludiii^board-^To  Males,  528  17— To  Female^  |^16  5a 
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(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^8  22— Of  Femalei,  $1 75. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $\9  95— Of  Females,  $7  75. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

l*eacbers,  board  and  fuel,  51|400. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^SSn. 

(li)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 
Scholars,     . — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Commoa 

Schools,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,  91. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,      ..^Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^1,092. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — £|p«//ing— National,  Webster's.  U«arfinj-— New  Testament,  Porter's  Rhe- 
torical Reader,  Young  Reader  ahd  others.  Orammar — SmiUi's.  Geography — Adams'.  Ail 
olAer«— Webster's  Dictionary. 

RsMARKS^— ^  Private  Schools,  during  the  summer,  have  been  kept  in  nearly 
all  the  districts  by  females."  The  number  of  months  kept  and  the  amount  paid 
for  tuition,  are  the  only  items  returned. 

^  The  interest,  amounting  to  f  395  99,  of  the  Surplus  Revenue,  is  appropri« 
ated  to  the  support  of  Common  Schools." 

SELRCTioifs  FROM  REPORT.  The  committcc  are  happy  to  express  their  con* 
▼iction,  that  there  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  schools, 
both  in  the  mode  of  instruction  and  the  proficiency  of  the  pupils.  The  keep- 
ing of  a  daily  register  of  attendance,  has  a  favorul>ie  effect  in  producing  punc- 
tuality in  the  scholars,  and  a  good  pro|K>rtion  oi  them  go  throtigh  a  season  of 
schooling  without  losing  a  day.  This  punctuality  of  attendance  has  a  tendency 
also  to  diminish  the  practice  of  lateness  at  school, — an  evil,  which,  in  some  dis- 
tricts at  least,  has  too  much  prevailed.    *    *    * 

The  reason  why  some  teachers  are  employed,  of  lower  qualifications  than 
the  committee  desire,  is  that  others  are  not  offered  for  the  service.  The  schools 
must  be  taught, — and  the  agents  of  the  districts  often  say,  that  they  cannot  pro* 
cure  others.  In  some  of  the  districts,  the  winter  schools  have  been  under  the 
care  of  female  teachers,  who  have  succeeded  much  to  the  approbation  of  the 
parents  and  the  benefit  of  their  children.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
niore  female  teachers  could  be  employed  to  advantage.    *    *    * 

A  number  of  the  winter  schools  have  exhibited  fine  specimens  of  writing. 
*  *  The  committee  believe  that  a  due  attention  to  this  part  of  education  in 
public  schools,  without  materially  interfering  with  other  studies,  may  supersede 
the  necessitv  of  those  common  and  expensive  schools  which  are  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  wnting.  And  they  have  not  seen  sufficient  evidence  that  persons  nucf 
acquire  a  permanent  good  writing  hand,  by  the  labor  of  a  few  days. 

There  is  still  a  great  diversity  of  school-books  in  many  of  the  schools,  to  the 
great  inconvenience  of  the  teacher  and  pupils.    *    *    * 

One  of  the  greatest  defects  in  our  school  instruction,  is  the  putting  forward 
young  children  to  studies  beyond  their  ability,  and  before  they  have  acquired 
those  branches  that  ought  to  precede.  They  are  studying  geography,  arith- 
metic, and  history,  belbre  they  can  read  and  spell.  There  is  no  branch  of 
education,  in  which  there  is  such  an  extensive  deficiency  in  our  country  as 
spelling.  One  reason  for  this  is,  that  it  is  an  acquirement  that  must  be  made 
in  early  life ;  and,  if  not  done  then,  it  is  not  done  at  all,    •    *    * 

The  teachers  of  the  schools  have  been  examined  and  approved,  and  the 
schools  visited  by  the  committee,  as  the  law  requires ;  but  they  regret  that  they 
are  so  seldom  called  on  by  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils. 

The  practice  of  having  teachers  board  around  in  families  is  increasing,  and 
is  much  to  be  commended.  In  this  way  the  people  become  acquainted  with 
them,  and  take  much  more  interest  in  the  school,  while  it  adds  about  one 
quarter  to  the  term  of  schooling.    *    *    * 

I9CIIOOL  COMMITTEE.— JoiTATBAif  Bioslow,  Thomas  RoBBiit,  Gxo.Kiiia,DAViA 
Hatha  WAT,  Oakxs  R.  Howks. 
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ssnTTTTA^V  J(l)PiiiHil«lloii,V«-    V«l««lio©,f«tt;B3». 

OOi^cyilJ^,       •      •      '        <       Number  of  Pnblie  Sehoolf, 21. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholan  of  mil  ages  ia  all  the  SebooU— la  Sumaer,  811— lo  Wialer,  1/)SS. 

(5)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  687— In  Winter,  765. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  l/)64.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  26.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  23. 
(A)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  176  mthi.  7  days^->In  Summer,  98  14— In  Winter,  77  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teuehers  in  SumaMr— M.  — F.  20..-4«io.  of  TeMhers  in  Wintei^M.  1^-F.  9. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  590  AS— To  Females,  $\t  13. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month-^Of  Males,  ^8  61— Of  Females,  54  68. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  521  92— Of  Females,  5^  35. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .-Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Sckohurs,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 
fl3)  Ne.  of  uaiueorpofated  Academies,  Private  SehoolSiUnd  Schools  kept  to  pvoloag  OMmnon 

Schools,  7..— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  16.^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  189.— Ag^gre- 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  5292. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  U8KD.—AB«//»fi£*— Worcester's  Ist,  2d  and  3d  Books  and  Sequel,  i^ciiiur— Na- 
tional Header  and  First  Class  Book.  Grammars-Smith's.  (T«6)grapAy— I'arlev's  and  Olney's. 
ifftlAmeHc— Cmenon's  Series,  Colbom's  Series,  Adams'  New.  Au  of/ter«— Walker's  Diction- 
ary, Blake's  Pliilosopby,  Grund's  Geometry,  Conversations  on  Common  'lliings,  Gooilrich^ 
Uistory. 

SsLRCTiQirt  f  moM  Kbfoet.  *  *  The  committee,  recommend  that  their 
term  of  service  commence  and  end  on  the  finit  of  April,  in  each  year,  ioelead 
eCMaveh,  aaat  present,  for  the  reasoui  that  mai^  of  the  winter  sohook  do  not 
eloao  until  after  the  first  of  March,  so  that  the  committee,  who  hitvo  visited 
such  schools  during  the  winter,  are  not  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  last  visit; 
and  the  new  committee  visit,  at  its  close,  a  sohool,  of  the  state  of  whioh,  at  ila 
commencement  and  up  te  the  first  of  March,  they  may  have  little  linowledgew 
Further,  the  Returns  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Gommonweahh  are  to  bo  anade 
after  the  close  of  the  schools,  and  bemre  the  first  of  May  $  and^  ift  womU  seem, 
they  ought  to  be  made  hy  the  committee  who  have  visited  Iho  schools  dkiring 
the  year,  aod  not  he  the  first  iNiaiaess  of  the  new  oommittee^  They  therefore 
mrommend^  that  the  committee,  now  to  he  cheees,  ceatioue  \n  offiee  until  the 
first  of  April,  1841,— -and  bereaiier,  although  chosen  at  the  March  meetings  that 
thej  should  not  commence  their  duties  until  the  first  of  April.    •    *    'k 

There  is,  as  it  seems  to  your  committee,  some  fiiilure  in  procuring  able  and 
ftithful  tea;cher8.    *    *    * 

The  prevailing  custom,  in  several  districts,  is  to  ehAnfje  the  teaehefa  every 
term^  This  practice  your  committee  believe  to  be  injurious  to  the  wel&re  of 
the  schools.  This  is  owing,  i»  a  great  measure^  to  the  small  number  of  peN> 
soot  who  make  teaching  a  prafession.  They  take  it  up^  scaDCtiaMS^  only  for  a 
sbon  term  of  three  or  foiur  months,  without  intending  ever  again  to  tfigage  in 
the  employment.  Our  schools  sufiet^  by  these  means,  from  iaeficient  teacberB. 
And  even  when  they  are  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  a  competent  one^  it  requirea 
some  part  of  the  short  term  lie  is  engaged,  to  asoertain  the  different  dispositions 
and  Qspacitiea  of  the  chiltlren.  This  might  be  saved,  were  he  continued  as 
long  as  he  geve  satisfaction 

In  January,  1837,  the  school  committee,  in  an  able  Report,  wUeh  was  Minted 
mti  distributed  in  the  town,  went  largely  into  the  subject  of  h^  soboole^  and 
recommended  that  the  town  take  immediato  measures  for  tiieir  esteblishaMnii 
The  town  accepted  their  Report,  and  chose  a  large  commaltee  to  see  if  it  could 
be  carried  into  eflTect    Owing  to  our  scattered  locatieii,  the  committee  eould 


not  find  any  way  to  accommodate  the  whole  town,  without  buildinff  several 
nsore  sebooihouBea  than  the  number  of  the  ohildien  requirad,  and  nothing  then 


coold  liQ^lawfiifiy  dfi|ii.(9i(oe^&r  ibe  wh<^  t^wn,  Siope  tbm^tk  Um  bMbwn 
en^cted^  allQwing  district*  to  unite  foir  tjbe  piurpoa^  of  a  bigh  ecbool.  *  ^  Wo 
UDdeiatond  thiM  sul^ect  ifl  ia  agitation  in  tho  14tb,  6tb  «iui  8tb  dii(ricl%  apd  wo 
would  call  the  attention  of  such  others,  as  can  conveniently  unit«,  to  that  buIh 
jeft,  Tbo  CQOunittee  be)i«vo  that  'm  thiB  way,  can  tho  greatest  impraveaient 
in  ocboola  be  made.  If,  by  uniting  two  oir  more  districts,  a  school,  equal  to 
moot  of  tho  Acadqmioa  and  Prifiite  Schools  of  high  grade,  can  bo  placed^  within 
the  reach  of  every  child  in  the  united  districts,  and)  at  the  same  time,  as  much 
schooling  be  bad  in  the  90voc«l  districts  as  at  present,  it  certainly  ia  worth  at^ 
te^npting,    *    «    * 

Great  attention  is  p^id  t*  the  improvement  of  schools  in  other  towns  in  the 
CQiiM]ipnwealtb«-*'-4Uia  the  ^tsndard  of  education,  whoa  the  children  now  in  our 
schools  ahall  become  men»  will  be  much  higher  than  it  now  is.  It  lies  with  us» 
who  are  now  in  active  life,  to  see  that  our  children  commence  life  for  them* 
selves  on  equal  term%  aa  to  education,  with  those  of  other  towns*  Our  cbil* 
dren  have  a  right  to  demand  this  of  us^  and  parents  ought  carefully  to  consider 
their  duties  to  their  children  in  this  respect. 

To  perlbrm  aright  our  duties  to  our  children,  we  ought  to  use  all  the  soeans 
Id  our  power  to  increase  tho  benelSts  to  be  derived  from  schools.  These,  in  a 
great  measure,  depend  on  the  good  ieelings  and  respect  lor  the  teacher,  held  by 
the  scholar.  II*  the  parent  endeavors,  at  all  times,  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  teadier  and  promote  right  feelings  towards  lum  in  the  scholar,  advantages 
may  be  derived  from  even  a  poor  schooL  3ut  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  often 
declaiming,  in  the  presence  of  his  children,  against  the  teacher,  finding  fiiult 
with  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  school,  the'raetiipds  of  teaching  and  the  books ' 
Msed  which  happen  to  dif^  from  those  in  use  some  forty  years  ago,  or  treating 
the  teacher  with  di«respeet  in  presence  of  bis  children,  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  a  good  school  will  be  mostly  lost  on  his  children.  Parents,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  too  careful  of  their  conduct  in  this  respect^ — ^tbat  they  do  notp 
by  gratilymg  their  prejudices  or  present  feelings,  injure  their  children. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEiU-JoHV  B.  Torhsr,  Daitixl  Otis,  Jko.  CQUAMoas,  Sav'l 
A.  TuasER,  Frascis  Thomas^  Eiuah  Peirce,  G.  W.  Young. 


TIT  AI?J?r7An/r  i(^)  l*<>PulatroD,  2,166.    Valuation,  ^515,828  tO. 

WA.Xt£illAm,       .      •      .        ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  11. 

(2)  No.  or  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  370— In  Winter,  436. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— hH^ummer,  STi^Iii  Winter,  299. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  t6  years  of  age  m  the  town,  685.— No.,  of  persons  under  4 

jears  of  age  who  attend  Sefaool.,     w*«^o.  over  16  revs  of  aire  ^l>o  attend  School,  SO. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  56  mths.  23  days  —In  Summer,  36  9 — In  Winter,  20  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer- M.   — F.  9.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  5— F.  4 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^33  08— To  Females,  gH  02. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  montb—Of  Males,  <S|[10  08— Of  Females,  S^  37. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $33  00— Of  Females,  $1 65. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Sehools,  iadoding  only  the  wages sf 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51>000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^12. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,    .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggreij^ate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  6w— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  I8i.— •Average  No.  of  Scholars,  160.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $90Z. 
fl4)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .^->Income  from  same,  $ 

Boox«  iMSD.p-£^tf^SwNttiioBal.  Rtadhng^—Nvw  Jeitameoi,  American  First  Class  Book, 
Introduction  to  National  Reader,  Third  Class  Reader.  OraiMNdr— Smith's  and  Murray's.. 
C7«0|[rap/iy— Oloev^s,  Smith's  and  Parley's.  All  o(A«r.s— Goodrich's  History,  Preston's  Book- 
keeping, Noyes'  renmanship. 
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8BSVCT101I9  rttiMi  Report.  *  *  In  sdectinj^  school  teachers,  your  com- 
mittee would  briefly  state,  that  it  has  been  their  minfonune  to  have  those  pre- 
sented who  were  not  qualified  according  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  fi>r  keeping 
the  PubKc  Schools.    •    •    * 

When  we  have  suggested  to  the  prudential  committees,  that  the  candidates 
they  presented  were  not  exactly  what  they  should  be,  we  have  generally  been 
met  with  the  following  reply,  ^  I  have  done  the  best  I  could,  you  must  try  to 
pass  him;'*  and  believing  this  answer  to  have  been  well  founded,  we  have 
Deen  constrainefl  to  put  on  an  India  rubber  mantle  of  charity,  and  passed  those 
whom  a  more  rigid  examination  would  have  rejected — ^indeed  good  school 
teachers  have  become  a  scarce  commodity.    *    *    With  few  exceptions,  the 
teachers  have  labored  diligently  and  carefully,  and  yet  have  not  kept  good 
schools,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  have  never  learned  the  trade,  and  there- 
fore do  not  know  how; — the  teaching  of  children  is  a  trade,  and  without  this 
trade,  the  labor  becomes  arduous  aud  the  work  is  miserably  performed.    In 
order  to  expeud  our  money  with  the  greatest  economy,  we  recommend  that 
pains  be  token  to  keep  the  competent  teachers  of  both  sexes  with  us,  and  em- 
ploy them  to  keep  more  than  one  school  in  a  year;  indeed  we  think  we  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  that  it  would  be  better  for  all  parties  concerned,  if  we  sfaould 
employ  the  most  competent  teachers  the  whole  year,  and  let  them  pass  from 
district  to  district  until  the  year  came  round,  giving  to  each  district  its  just  pro- 
|iortion  of  time.    In  this  way,  a  male  teacher  might  be  employed  in  each  dis- 
trict a  suitable  time,  and  a  female,  in  the  same  district,  another  portion  of  time. 
A  few  teachers  of  superior  quality  might  thus  keep  all  our  schools ;  and  these, 
having  constant  employment,  might  keep  at  a  less  price  than  they  would  if 
they  were  half  of  their  time  out  of  employment.    We  know  that  there  would 
be  objections  to  this  course  from  the  farming  districts,  for  they  will  say  we 
cannot  spare  our  larger  children  except  in  the  winter  season ;  to  obviate  this, 
their  schools  might  be  so  arranged  as  to  accommodate  them  as  far  as  possible. 
A  month  or  two  sooner  or  later,  cannot  make  any  great  difference,  and  if  the 
school  should  happen  a  little  out  of  the  common  season,  they  would  do  well 
to  submit  to  their  lot  for  the  greater  advantage  of  having  better  schools.    And 
they  would  do  well  to  thinly,  that  in  a  bitter  cold  day,  when  a  boy  can  do  but 
little  at  home,  he  cannot  study  near  so  much  at  school  as  he  might  in  a  pleas- 
ant day ;  and  as  we  hire  our  teachers,  we  should  do  well  to  consider  in  what 
way  we  shall  best  get  the  worth  of  our  money.    Do  we  choose  the  coldest 
weather  and  shortest  days  to  carry  on  our  ordinary  employments, — we  mean, 
do  we  then  employ  extra  help  either  in  doors  or  outof  doors,— or  do  we  choose 
long  days  and  mild  weather  ?    Is  not  the  educating  of  our  children  a  part  of 
the  duty  and  employment  of  life,  and  if  we  tnean  to  educate  them  only  to  a 
certain  degree,  why  not  do  it  as  we  do  all  other  labor,  at  that  time  of  life  and 
season  of  the  year  when  it  can  be  done  with  the  greatest  economy  ?  •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTEE.^-SiLvANUs  Bourse,  Lewis  Waters. 


TF.    BRID  GE  WA  TER    \^^^  Population,  1,145.    Valuation,  |f218,690  3t 

'  C        Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 
(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Scbools->In  Summer,  264p— In  Winter,  S06. 
(^)  Average  attendance  in  Uie  Schools— In  Summer,  195— In  Winter,  237. 
(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  j'ears  of  age  in  the  town,  312. — No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,  18.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  35  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  19  14— In  Winter,  16. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer — M.   — F.  6. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter — M,  6 — F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— I'o  Males,  ^25  56— To  Females,  $1^  43. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $1 76 — Of  Females,  ^6  14. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5 17  80— Of  Females,  f  8  28. 
(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  inelading  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  f  700. 
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(11)  Anqoirt  o(  l»oard  and  fiwl,  if  aaj,  eontiibnt^d^fer  PttUic  Scslioolf,  JilO. 

(12)  No.  of  ineorporatecl  Academies,    .-^Aggregate  of  months' kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

ScholacB,     .-^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  |[ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Priyate  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

ISchools,  4.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  &|.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  140.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  597. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  ^—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  U8RD.-^£l|p«//in£'— Introduction  to  National, National.  Reading^YonngReti^r, In- 
troduction to  Young  Reader,  American  First  Class  Book.  Orammar^^-^m\ih*8.  Ueografhy— 
OIney's.  ilri<^iiictt^.>Federal  Calculator,  Smith's.  ^4// ocA«r«— Colburn's  Algebra,  Blake's 
Philosophy  and  Chemistry,  Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Walker's  Dictionary. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  have  visited  the  schools 
as  the  law  requires  them  to  do,  for  the  past  year ;  i.  e.  at  the  commencemeut 
and  close,  and  id  addition,  once  each  month.  They  have  found  it  exceedingly 
difScalt  to  discharge  their  duty,  in  the  approbation  of  teachers,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  school  districts ; 
inasmuch  as  many  ofier  themselves  as  teachers  who  are  but  miserably  qualified 
to  discharge  the  duty.  When  they  have  found  those  altogether  incompetent, 
they  have,  althoughVeluctantly,  refused  approbation ;  but  neceni^v  often  requires 
that  they  approbate  those  who  are  but  barely  qualified.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  by  the  several  agents,  that  the  state  of  your  schools  reauires  thorough 
teachers ; —  *  *  such  as  thoroughly  understand  the  common  branches  which 
the  law  requires.  It  is  not  true,  tliat  those  who  can  teach  nowhere  else,  will  do 
for  West  Bridge  water.  The  state  of  your  schools  does  not  permit  it.  We  need 
thoroughly  educated,  efficient  teachers,  and  your  committee  camiot  do  their 
duty,  and  approbate  any  other.    •    *    • 

Although  we  may  be  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  our  summer  schools  now, 
still  we  ought  to  look  forward  to  a  more  elevated  state,  to  whicli,  by  the  em- 
ployment of  well  qualified  teachers,  they  may  ultimately  arrive.    *    *    * 

One  general  error,  or  failure,  the  committee  have  noticed,  more  or  less,  in 
all  the  schools ;  i.  e.  a  want  of  keeping  the  attention  of  the  whole  class  during 
the  recitations. 

Before  closing  this  report,  the  committee  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  some 
of  the  schoolhouses,  which  are  manifestly  too  small  for  the  health  and  conve- 
nience of  the  children,  and  many  of  them  without  sufficient  means  for  ventila- 
tion. The  present  improved  method  of  teaching  by  classes,  requires  also  a 
little  more  space,  and  whether  the  views  of  the  committee  be  correct  or  not, 
the  subject  may  be  properly  discussed  at  your  district  school  meetings. 

Another  important  duty,  to  which  the  committee  would  call  your  attention,  is 
visiting  the  schools  yourselves.  This  course  gives  both  parents  and  children* 
an  increased  interest,  and  is  often  the  means  of  dissipating  the  feuds  and  preju- 
dices which  so  often  disturb  our  schools.  Your  presence  will  cheer  and  en« 
courage  ^^our  teacher  and  vour  children,  and  a  half  day  spent  at  the  closing 
examination  of  your  schools,  will  be  one  of  the  most  profitable  half  days  of  your 
life.    ♦    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEG.^AicBARD  Store,  David  Howard. 
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BARNSTABLE  .       5  (l)  P«P«***«»' *'<^^'''-    Valaation,  S546,4«  09. 

'     *      *       C       Namber  of  Public  Schools,  24. 
{i)  No.  of  Scbolan  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Scboolt— In  Sonnwr,  309— la  Wintor,  1|076. 
(S)  Average  aueadMce  ib  the  School*— la  Sommer,  ftlt— Ib  Widter,  781. 

(4)  No.  of  persoot  between  4  and  16  yean  of  age  in  the  town,  1,163.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  ag^  who  attend  School,  43. — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  ^ 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  110  mtbs.— In  Summer,  41 7— tn  Winle^  68  21. 

(6)  No.  oi  Teachers  m  Summer— M,  1— F.  9v— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter-^.  90^— F.  4. 

(7>  Average  wages  |iaid  pw  month,  iaehidiag  beard^To  Hales,  $9\  19^To  FemalM^  f  10  IOl 

(8)  Average  valaa  of  beerd  per  Benth*-Of  Males,  §9  3d-«40r  Femiikes,  $6  07. 

(9)  Avemge  wages  per  month  etdhisive  of  beaid  ■  Of  Males,  521  89-^f  Femalet,  j|508. 
(W)  AtRomt  of  money  raised  by  taxes  fbr  th#  snppoH  of  Schools,  indiiding  olity  tb6  #^M  of 

"fieachers,  board  and  fuel,  {2,000. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  PubUc  Schools,  ;^35. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept|      ^^verage  No.  of 

Scholars,     ^— Aggregate  paid  ioi  tuitioa,  $ 
{19^  h9*  of  naiMOffperafeed  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Sehii^  kept  to  pMloi^CoinMii 

Schools,  20.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9I.~-Average  No«  of  flfohektfiy  464i^''qAggre* 

gate  paid  for  taction,  gljMS, 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  ..^Income  from  same,  g 

Books  i78ED.—£(pe£mg^- A  Igor's  and  Perry's,  Walker's  Dictionary.  ReeuHng^-^Ywau^ 
Reader,  Introduction  to  P^liopaT  Reader  and  First  Class  Book.  G^amnMcy— Afger's  Mnrray^ 
and  Smith's.  ilntAmeftc— Smith's,  Adams'  and  Colburo'ii  First  Lessons.  Oeograptu^Vfood' 
bridge's  mid  Smith's.  M  stf Aer«^«Goodrich's  History  of  the  V.  S.y  Watts'  Ugie  and  BlsOie's 
Astronomy. 

ftEMARK* — ^The  interest,  $500,  of  the  town's  proportion  of  tlie  Surplue  Rev^ 
nuOf  ia  appropriated  to  the  support  of  acbools. 

SxLBCTioiis  FROM  Repobt*  *  *  The  Domber  of  regular  meetinga  of  tlie 
commillee^  held  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  returns  required  by  law,  consult- 
ing  the  interest  of  the  schook^  and  the  esaniinatioo  of  teachers,  baa  been  eight 
This  number  might  have  been  lessened,  had  there  been  more  uniANrmity  in  the 
districts  in  the  time  of  commencing  their  winter  sehoolsL  The  eommenoeme&ls 
have  varied  all  the  way  iitmi  the  middle  of  No?ember  to  the  middle  of  Deoeoi- 
ber,  and  many  of  the  teachers  coming  from  distant  parts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  even  from  other  States,  could  not  have  an  opportunity  of  appearing  before 
the  committee,  till  near  the  time  of  the  commeneement  of  their  respective 
schools ;— consequently,  but  a  few  teachers  have  been  ready  at  a  time,  for  exam- 
ination, which  has  necessarily  multiplied  the  meetings  and  expenses  of  the 
committee.  The  want  of  a  uniform  commencement,  also  deranges  the  visita- 
tions, and  increases  the  labors  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  in  their  respec- 
tive sections,  for  each  school  is  required  to  be  visited  at  a  specified  period  of  its 
term ;  and  if  there  is  no  simultaneous  commencement,  there  can  be  no  such 
periods  for  visitation ;  consequently,  it  rarely  happens  that  more  than  one  school 
can  be  visited  in  a  day.  This  irregularity  also  operates  injuriously  upon  the 
leg^  school  system  of  the  town ;  for  some  teachers,  whose  schools  commence 
late  in  the  season,  after  the  regular  meetings  for  examination  have  been  held, 
have,  during  the  past  year,  come  into  town  and  engaged  in  their  respective 
schools,  for  weeks,  without  making  application  to  the  committee ;  and  in  one 
instance,  during  the  prosent  winter,  a  teacher  in  dittrict  No.  15,  tfawigh  lepeatp 
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ediy  notiiM,  didnot  aqf^pear  ^r  emninatldii  till  about  seveii  weeks  of  hie  term 
had  expired.    •    •    • 

The  practice  of  teachers  commencing  their  schools  befbre  examination,  often 
puts  the  committee  in  an  unpleasant  dilemma ;  their  sympathy  for  the  candidater 
may  be  adverse  to  their  duty  to  the  public,  and  to  that  just  and  impartial  examina-^ 
tion,  which  the  law  requires.  In  view,  therefore,  of  obtaining  every  fiicility  fbr 
the  instituting  of  competent  teachers,  and  the  reduction  of  the  labor  and  expen- 
ses of  the  system,  your  committee  would  recommend  that  each  district  com** 
mence  its  winter  school  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  annually,  which  time 
combines  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  both  for  those  who  labor  on  the 
sea  and  land. 

The  vote  that  was  passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  requiring  the  districts 
to  choose  prudential  committees  on  or  befbre  the  first  day  of  June,  so  far  as  it 
has  been  executed,  has  made  a  favorable  ciiange,  by  giving  the  agents  time  to 
make  judicious  contracts  and  selections  of  teachers.    *    *    * 

Some  of*  the  districts  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making  their  contracts  (or  a 
time  limited  to  the  convenience  of  the  teacher,  and  not  for  the  whole  term  of 
the  school,  thus  cutting  the  schools  Into  piece-meals,  and  subjecting  the  schol- 
ars to  frequent  changes  of  discipline  and  classification,  which  cannot  but  oper* 
ate  ffluoh  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  improvement  which  would  otherwise  be 
obtained ;  and  in  a  fiiw  instances,  the  whole  of  the  money  apportioned  to  such 
districts,  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  on  tiie  certificates  of  the  first  teach- 
er, and  the  balance  afterward  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  teachers,  who  had 
not  been  examined  or  certificated  by  the  committee. 

Your  committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  the  inconstant 
attendance  of  the  scholars,  as  exhibited  by  the  above  table.  The  average 
attendance  upon  all  the  schools  has  been  but  seven  tenths  of  the  whole  num- 
ber belonging  to  the  same,  making  a  loss  of  three  tenths  of  all  the  benefits 
"Which  might  haVe  been  derived,  had  punctuality  been  ottserved*  Tliia,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  is  equal  to  throwing  away  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  and  twenty  cents,  of  the  twenty-six  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars 
which  have  been  appropriated  for  the  schools  during  the  past  year ;  but  it  is 
mucii  more  prodigal  in  an  intellectual  view,  for  a  scholar  who  is  at)8ent  three 
tenths  of  the  time,  can  never  make  seven  tenths  of  an  ordinary  advancement 
-when  attendance  is  punctual.  This  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  enterprise  and 
economy  of  our  townsmen  in  other  departments  of  business,  and  argues  a 
iDost  lamentable  indifierence  in  that  which  is  the  most  essential  of  all.  Tlje 
committee  would  therefore  recommend,  that  vigorous  and  united  efforts,  both 
by  parents  and  teachers,  be  made  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  that  no  delinquency 
In  attendance  be  excusable,  unless  the  necusary  cause  be  committed  to  writing 
and  filed  with  the  teacher  under  whose  charge  the  scholar  may  then  be.  With 
the  foregoing  exceptions,  your  committee  have  the  pleasure  to  announce,  that 
ia  their  general  superintendence  and  visitations,  they  have  aeea  nmch  which 
gives  confidence  and  hope  in  these  semimiries  of  learnioa.  They  art  fidly 
convinced  that  upon  them  we  we  dependant  for  the  genend  inteiligeaee  ano 
prosperity  of  our  country.    *    *    • 

Your  committee  would  also  remark,  that  the  improvement  in  schoolhottsee 
dnrinff  the  past  year  is  very  commendable  to  the  town,  and  shows  that  a  due 
regard  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children  is  awakening  in  the  districta. 
In  districts  Nos.  14  and  9,  large  and  commodious  houses  have  been  erected, 
which  are  ornaments  to  the  villages  as  well  as  grateful  tributes  to  the  increas- 
ing zeal  for  education.  Also,  in  district  No.  13,  there  has  been  a  large  addidoQ 
made  to  the  former  house,  and  it  is  now  so  divided  and  improved  as  to  make 
two  capacious  rooms,  in  one  of  which  a  male  and  in  the  other  a  female  teneher 
have  been  employed  with  increased  usefulness  during  the  present  winter. 
Also  in  district  No.  10,  there  have  been  necessary  and  convenient  refiairs  upoa 
their  house,  yet  the  expenses  of  said  repairs  have  been  paid  in  a  way  net  so 
commendable  to  the  interest  of  the  schools.  The  town's  money  appropriated 
to  said  district,  was  sufficient  to  have  supported  their  winter  school  for  the 
term  of  thirteen  weeks,  but  (ns  informed  by  the  agent)  they  have  reduced  it  to 
ten,  and  appropriated  the  remainder  of  the  money  to  the  expenses  afbresaiJ, 
w4|ieh  ia  eeatrafy  to  law  aad  detriaieatal  to  the  policy  o(  the  town*  .    • 
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There  ie  still  much  room  for  iffipro?eiiient  in  the  arebiteeture  of  the  sefaool- 
hooeee.    *    *    • 

111  fine,  your  coramittee  would  eav,  that  in  the  course  of  their  duties  of  the 
past  year,  tbe^  have  received  reoewed  assurauces  that  no  object  is  more  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  town  than  that  of  their  district  schools.  Time  and 
money  expended  in  the  improvements  of  these  de|iartments  can  never  be  lost. 
Such  investments  can  never  be  depreciated  by  the  ordinary  occurrences  of  liie. 
They  produce  4n  accumulation,  which  not  only  benefits  the  present  state  of 
■ociety,  but  its  influence  will  extend  to  posterity. 

8CHOOL  COMMlTTEIi:.— Zeso  Scudoxr,  Bxuhxtt  Wino,  Wm.  B.  Jacobs,  Alfred 
Gaxi-Rwooo,  Warreh  Marcuaht. 


nnZPTMr^^IPt?  J  (1)  Population,  1^.    Valuation,  5173,756  47. 

(t)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools—In  Summer,  246— In  Winter,  438. 

(3)  Average  allendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  194>— In  Winter,  906. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  455. — ^No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  36.— No.  over  16  3'eani  of  age  who  attend  School,  87. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  52  itiihs.  14  days— In  Summer,  31 — In  Winter,  21  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summei^— M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  6— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $28  42— To  Females,  ^9  83. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $1 50— Of  Females,  $3  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  ^20  92— Of  Females,  ^6  15. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wagea  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51;051  50. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Fublie  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  20. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  148.— Aggre. 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  ;^405  50. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  U8KD«o-£lip«//tffgw-Natiooal.  JSemKng— First  Class  Reader,  National  and  Young 
Readers,  Bible.  Grammar — Alger's  Murraj^'s  and  Smith's.  O^eo^ap^^--Olney'8  and  Parley's. 
iinfAm^tic— Emerson's,  Smith's,  Adams'.  All  others— -Wnlker'a  and  Webster's  Dictionaries, 
Emerson's  Algebra,  Goodrich's  History,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  Whelpley's  Compend. 

Sklkctton 8  FROM  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  *  *  find  the  schools 
l^enerally  in  a  prosperous  state.  Although  there  are  striking  defects,  it  is  yet 
pleasing  to  believe,  that  the  cause  of  education  is  making  progress  among  us. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEB^EirocH  Pratt,  Samuel  Williams. 


nfTA  T'JJ  AM  $  (^)  Pop*ila^ioDy  ^X^^'    Valuation,  5209,646  90. 

OH  A 1  HAJyi,  ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools.  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  561— In  Winter,  696. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  tlie  Schools— In  Summer,  372-^In  Winter,  493.. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  1$  years  of  age  in  the  town,  726.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

yews  of  age  who  attend  School,  42^— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  133. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  113  n^ths.  14  days — In  Summer,  74 — In  Winter,  39  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— F.  11.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9-— F.  3. 

(7)  Ai-eragc  wages  paid  per  month.  Including  board— To  Males,  jf29  33— To  Females^f  11  02. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  f  8  00— Of  Females^  j4  20. 
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(9)  krenge  wagM  per  month,  exclutive  of  board— Of  Males,  glV  33— Of  Femalet,  $6  82. 

(10)  Amoiuit  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  iucludiug  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $1,000.  ^ 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   l.p->Aggrega(e  of  months  kept,  9. — ^Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  30. — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $375. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Comm<Ni 

Schools,   3. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,   3.-*Average  No.  of  Scholars,  67^— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $\Q0. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds)  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used.— £fpetfingp— Town's,  Webster's  Dirlionary.  Reading—Young  Reader,  Mount 
Vernon  and  National  Readers,  Envlish  Reader,  First  Class  Book.  Oramnuir — Smith's.  6c* 
ography — Parley's  and  OIney's,  Woodbridge's  and  Malle-Brun's.  ^rt7/tm«<>c— Emerson's  1st 
and  2d  Parts,  Smith's  and  Oolburn's.  All  o</i«rs— Parley's  First  Book  of  History,  Goodrich's 
History  of  the  U.  S  ,  Bowditch's  Navigator,  Blake's  Natural  I'hilosophy. 

Remark. — ^^  One  thousand  dollars  was  raised  by  a  tax  voted  by  the  town  ; 
and  about  one  thousand  more  was  raised  by  the  different  districts.  As  the 
school  houses  are  owned  by  the  town,  and  no  rent  is  charged  for  them,  nearly 
or  quite  all  of  the  two  thousand  dollars  named  above  was  applied  to  paying 
teachers'  wages,  as  also  for  board  and  fuel." 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  In  examining  the  schools,  particular 
attention  has  been  fiaid  by  the  committee  to  the  manner  in  which  the  school- 
houses  were  treated  by  the  scholars.    *    *    * 

During  the  past  year,  the  committee  have  furnished  about  $200  worth  of 
books,  at  wholesale  prices,  to  the  scholars  in  town ;  thus  saving  them  about  one 
third  of  the  expense  which  they  must  otherwise  have  incurred,  and  at  the 
same  time  securing  a  greater  uniformity  in  the  books  used  than  there  has  for- 
merly been.  They  have  too,  as  authorized  by  law,  stipplied  necessary  books 
for  the  children  of  the  poor ;  as  also  for  those  whose  parents  were  at  the  time 
unable  or  unwilling  to  purchase  them.    *    *    * 

The  committee  find,  that  there  has  been  a  custom  on  the  part  of  the  older 
boys  in  several  of  the  schools,  of  being  absent  from  school  for  half  a  day  or 
more,  whenever  the^  choose,  for  amusement  merely,  and  this  without  permis- 
sion either  from  their  parents  or  teaciiers.  To  stich  a  custom,  we  need  not 
•ay,  that  a  speedy  end  should  be  put  by  both  parents  and  teachers.     •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Thomas  Conaht,  Charles  Rockwell,  £.  W.  Carpenter. 


n  IP  JKTArr^  i  <^)  Population.  2,750.    Valuation,  5250.664  91. 

U£slMIMliby        ....         J        Number  of  Public  Schools,  14. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  477— In  Winter,  502. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  404— In  Winter,  431. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  799  —No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  25. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  75. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  74  mths  — In  Summer,  55— In  Winter,  19. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  14.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  13— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  %t\  08— To  Females,  59  85. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  monih — Of  Males,  $^  54 — Of  Females..  $^  50. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $H  54 — Of  Females,  55  35. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51>000* 

(11)  Amount  of  bourd  and  fuel,  :f  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      «— Average  No.  of 

ScfaolarSy     ^— *Aggf  egate  paid  for  Uiltion,  $ 
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(19)  No  ofanincorporBted  Acadraiies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  pfolo^g  Cftiioit 
Schools,  17.-^A|{gregate  of  mouihs  kept,  85.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  468.*Aggre- 
gate  paid  for  tuittoo,  $  1 350. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Foods,  g       .*»loeome  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — fifpeZ/tV^^-NatioDal.    Readtng—Pini  Class  Book.    C^rammar— Murray's, 
Hairs  and  Smith's.    iirtMmetto— Colburn's  Smith's. 

Rbmabk.*^!!!  giving  the  aggregato  length  of  all  the  scfaoola,  the  return  in- 
cludes the  Private  Schools,  (which  were  kept  to  prolong  Common  gchools,) 
whh  the  Ttblic.  There  were  seventy  months  of  Private  Schools  kept  to  pro- 
long Common  Schools.  This  sum  of  seventy  months  is  deducted  from  the 
tiggresate  length  of  the  summer  and  winter  schools,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  months  they  are  stated  to  have  been  kept  respectively,  as  the  nearest  ap- 
proximation to  correctness  that  can  be  made  from  any  data  furnished  by  the  retuiji. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  The  schools  as  a  whole  have,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  as  far  as  their  investigation  has  extended,  made 
improvements  on  former  years.  More  interest  is  taken  both  by  parents  and 
children.    *    *    * 

Punctuality  in  the  attendance  of  scholars  your  committee  deem  of  great 
im))ortance ;  let  your  efforts  be  what  they  may.  let  your  teachers  be  as  good  as 
they  may  be,  still  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  your  children  to  make  desira- 
ble improvement  unless  they  are  kept  at  school  punctually.  Parents  must  look 
to  it,  or  their  children  will  lose  the  golden  opportunity  for  acquiring  an  educa- 
tion.   •    •    • 

Your  committee,  in  closing  this  report,  would  recomiDend,  in  onter  to  e)e- 
mte  the  character  and  condition  of  our  schools,  and  ensure  their  usefuJoess 
and  proficiency,  that  parents  on  all  occasions  should  evince  a  lively  interest  in 
them.  Let  them  impress  uf)on.  the  minds  of  their  children  the  importance  of 
oor  schools,  aid  and  sustain  the  efibrts  of  teachers  for  their  improvement,  per- 
sonally attend  the  examinations,  commending  the  good  scholar  and  reproving' 
the  bed,  and  they  may  then  expect,  that  our  schools  will  liitly  realise  the  best 
hopes  that  can  be  reasonably  entertained  of  them. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— ALEXASDSa  Howss,  Edmoito  Sbaas. 
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JEAS  Til  AM  $  ^^^  Pop»»^at»«>n,  1,059.    Valuation,  S9i,l94, 33. 

'    *       *      '       '       {       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  Uie  Schools— In  Summer,  246— In  Winter,  393. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  149— In  Winter.  272. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  341.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  15.— No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  IS. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  31  mihs.— In  Summer,  14-.Iu  Winter,  17. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer^M.   — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  6— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ;^27  00— To  Females,  gl  SO. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  gl  50— Of  Females,  gS  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  glS  61— Of  Females,  54  20. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schobis,  including  only  the  wages  ef 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5490. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  oootributed  for  Public  Schools,  5190. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,     . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — ^Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  g 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  5.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  65.— Aggre* 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  575. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  51,400  00.— Income  from  same,  584  00. 
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Booxi  vac».— /^tfMK^— Alger's,  F^nyy.    Retuiwg^YonBg  R«adfr»  Natientl  JUadcrt 

Worcester's  Fourth  Book.    Orammap—&m\iWs.    Geograph»^U\ney%  Smith's  aocl  Parlejr's. 
Arithmetic — ^Adams',  Smith's.    All  o</<«r«— Testament,  Child's  Companion,  6lc. 

StLTcmovs  FKOM  Rsponf.  *  *  In  the  examination  of  teacheny  we  have 
generally  found  their  literary  qualification  sufBcient,  *  *  but  in  their  capac- 
ity to  govern,  and  iad  to  communicate  their  knowledge  to  others, —  *  *  Aere, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is  the  greatest  deficiency  in  our  schools. 

A  want  of  government  and  order,  and,  in  many  cases,  a  very  ordinary  gift  of 
communication,  arise  in  part,  we  tbinic,  firom  the  youthful  and  inexperienced 
character  of  the  teachers.    •    •    • 

The  remedy  for  the  e?il  complained  of,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
fbr  prudential  committees  to  commence  in  season  to  contract  for  their  teachersi 
and  not  go  too  far  from  home  for  this  purpose.    *    ^    * 

In  conclusion,  vour  committee  feel  gratified  in  being  able  to  say,  that  as  a 
general  thing,  a  ciesire  exists  in  the  minds  of  the  young  to  acquire  useful  infor- 
mation. This  desire  of  knowledge,  in  the  minds  of  the  young,  we  think  may 
be  materially  aided  bv  the  united  efforts  of  parents,  municipal  officers  and 
ecclesiastics,  who  are  by  law  required  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  see  that 
the  youth  of  our  tovims  regularly  attend  the  schools,  provided  for  thein.  This 
duty  of  aiding  and  assisting,  we  think  has  been  too  much  neglected  by  ofiicers 
and  ecclesiastica.  Were  it  more  fiiithfully  attended  to,  we  think  many  would 
be  fbund  regularly  at  school,  who  now  make  it  a  secondary  business.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  — Michaxl  Collins,  D.  C.  At  wood,  Elijah  C  Knowles. 


Tn  AT  TUfCk  TTTTT  5  ^' ^  Popnlalion,  2,580.    Valuation,  5562,878  66. 

i<  AUmUU  X±l^     .       .      .       ^       Number  of  Public  Schools,  18. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  38^— In  Winter,  599. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  S09— In  Winter,  491. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  beiwtMsn  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  714^— No.  of  peftont  wider  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  38i**No.  over  16  yean  of  age  who  attend  Sckool,  51. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  89  mths.  SI  dBys.^lR  Summer,  S9— In  Winter,  50  21. 
<6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Sammei^-M.  — F.  15.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  10— F.  8. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  527  20— To  Females,  513  20. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  58  40— Of  Females,  55  94. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  mouth,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  5I8  80— Of  Females,  57  26. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  sopport  of  Scbook^  inckidiag  only  the  wagea  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,200. 

(11)  Amoantof  board  aad  fuel,  if  any,  eontributed  for  P&bBc  Schools,  5^17. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  8.— Average  number  of 

Scholars,  28. — ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5250. 

(19)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
Sehools,i6.^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  67.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  371.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  5^7. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %  .—Income  from  same,  % 


Books  used.— fi|pe//»f^g'— National.  IUadvng—^QMii%  Reader,  Introduction  to  National 
Reader,  National  Reader,  Political  Class  Book,  Rhetorical  Reader,  Bible.  G^rammar— Smith's 
Productive  and  Brown's.  Geogravh'u — Peter  Parley's,  Woodbridge's  and  Smith's.  ArUhme" 
^tc— Enersoo's,  CoHwrn's  and  Smith's.  All  olft«r*— Robinson's  liook-keeptng,  Jones'  Edition 
Blake's  Pfailosopby,  Bailey's  Algdira,  Watts  on  the  Aiind,  Bowditcb's  Navigator. 

BxLECTioifs  FROM  Report.  *  *  By  comparing  the  present  with  the  for- 
mer state  of  the  schools,  it  will  appear  that  great  improvements  have  been  al« 
ready  made.  But  few  years  since,  some  of  the  districts  furnished  melancholy 
ezampiee  of  profanity  among  their  scholars.  This  vice  was  immediately  re- 
buked by  the  CQuomittee,  as  being,  in  their  opinion,  within  the  province  of  their 
M«ii|ierviflitMi  f  Aod  tiiey  liiiva  iiMfi>riii|[y  disoouotoiuuiGed  it,  both  by  their  ad- 
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to  ttw  ielMdan^  and  by  Tequiring  the  teaebera  to  rappress  it,  efon  at  the 
expenae  of  expulsion  from  the  school  And  it  is  not  known  to  your  committee, 
that  there  are  any  instances  of  violation  of  this  requirement  in  the  schools. 
But  while  the  committee  congratulate  the  town,  on  account  of  the  discoatinu- 
ance  of  this  vice,  they  have  to  regret  their  want  of  success  in  suppresung  an- 
other, which,  though  not  of  equal  turpitude,  is,  to  say  the  least,  equally  unne- 
cessary,-^at  of  smoking  and  chewing  tobacco  in  the  schoolhouses.  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly annoying  to  some,  who  are  exposed  to  its  effects.  *  *  These  hab- 
its have  gained  a  fearful  ascendancy  in  a  portion  of  our  juvenile  ranks ;  and  it 
IS  suggested,  whether  some  motives  ought  not  to  be  presented,  that  shall 
induce  their  abandonment. 

Among  the  improvements,  too,  may  be  reckoned  that  of  selecting  persons 
for  teachers,  of  better  character  than  was  sometimes  the  case  formerly.  The 
prohibitions  of  law  would  render  any  application  for  that  employment  unavail- 
mg,  unless  accompanied  with  testimonials  of  good  moral  character.  But  good 
moral  character,  and  reputable  literary  qualifications,  have  not  always  been 
combined  with  aptness  to  teach ;  so  that  comparative  fiiilures  have  sometimes 
occurred.  But  the  best  security  against  such  failures,  is  probably  to  be  found 
in  the  discreet  exercise  of  the  trust  reposed  in  the  prudential  committee. 

Another  improvement  results  from  the  better  understanding  of  the  relative 
dutiesof  parents,  teachers,  and  committees.  It  is  not  long  since,  that  ^n  as- 
sumption of  the  proper  authority  by  either,  would  have  been  considered  an  in- 
vasion of  the  others  rights.  Now,  they  are  co-workers  for  the  attainment  of 
the  same  great  end,  the  improvement  of  the  young  mind.  But  it  is  not  to  be 
concealed,  tliat  manv  defects  still  exist  which  demand  a  remedy ;  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  the  time  of  commencing  some  of  the  schools.  The  law  fiar- 
ticularly  provides,  that  every  teacher  shall  be  examined  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  school.  This  requisition  has  not  been  complied  with  in  alKcases, 
by  the  prudential  committee ;  though  such  cases  of  delinquency  have  been  less 
frequent,  during  the  present  season,  than  formerly.  A  want  of  compliance 
with  this  provision,  is  liable  to  subject  the  district  and  committee  to  serious 
embarrassment.  In  connection  with  this,  may  be  mentioned  the  failure,  in 
some  instances,  of  the  prudential  committee  to  give  due  notice  to  the  commit- 
tee, of  the  commencement  and  termination  of  the  schools.  But  this  duty,  too, 
has  been  discharged  with  more  than  ordinary  punctuality  this  season. 

Another  source  of  regret  is,  the  introduction  of  books,  not  embraced  in  the 
catalogue  which  the  committee  have  recommended  and  published.  *  * 
Teachers  have  sometimes  been  instnimental  in  contributing  to  this  state,  by 
recommending  some  book  of  their  own  preference  to  the  schools ;  and  individ- 
uals, not  duly  appreciating  their  own  interest,  nor  that  of  the  school,  hav^  pur- 
chased them,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  both.    •    •    *  ^ 

It  is  a  source  of  regret,  that  parents  have  taken  so  little  interest  in  visiting 
the  schools.  Their  occasional  visits  could  not  fell  to  stimulate  both  teachers 
and  scholars.  It  is  true,  that  the  general  supervision  of  the  schools  is  entrusted 
to  the  committee.  And  it  is  believed  to  be  equally  true,  that  parents  can  exer- 
cise  quite  as  profitable  ^  supervision,"  to  a  certain  extent,  not  only  of  the  teach- 
ers  and  scholars,  but  also  to  ascertain  the  faithfulness  of  the  sui>ervi8ion  by  the 
committee.  Jt  is  not  the  policy  of  some,  generally  to  submit  valuable  interests 
to  the  care  of  others,  without  a  strict  **  supervision^  of  their  manner  of  executing 
the  trust ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  the  education  of  their  children 
should  be  an  exception,  when  all  will  admit,  that  it  involves  a  greater  interest 
than  all  others  combined. 

Particular  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  state  of  the  schoolhouses ;  more  es- 
pecially to  the  seats  and  forms.  In  several  instances,  this  season,  the  commit- 
tee have  found  the  scholars  exposed,  in  consequence  of  broken  panes  of  glass, 
and  other  neglects.  *  *  The  committee  forbear  to  specify  these  cases,  hop- 
ing that  allusion  to  them  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  their  recurrence.  The 
seats  and  forms,  too,  require  immediate  attention.  A  great  proportion  of  the 
seats,  on  which  the  small  scholars  sit,  are  too  high  to  admit  of  their  feet  | 
touching  the  floor,  and  some  are  destitute  of  backs,  for  the  scholars  to  lean 
against.  This  fiosture  cannot  fail  to  produce  great  present  inconvenience  and 
pain,  and  probably  fiiture  deformity.    The  distance  between  some  of  the  aeaii 
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«nd  lonss,  is  liable  to  the  mow  objection.  Tbe  sebolan  eannot  write»  without 
leaning  their  chests  on  the  forms.  Jiiit  neither  of  the  above  postures  should 
ever  be  allowed.  The  scholars  should  sit  so  as  fairly  to  rest  their  feet  on  some* 
thinp,  either  floor  or  stool ;  and  never  be  allovred  to  lean  on  the  forms  when 
wriuog.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  COBiMITTEE-^-CALSB  Bslchxr,  William  Grxssb. 


jr  Ajy  TXrrn  ZT  5  (^)  Popalatioo,  2,771.    Valuation,  ;^160,8S4  66. 

XX^ZtWIlya^    .      .      .      .       ^       Number  of  Fnblic  Schools,  18. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  a^s  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  762— In  Winter,  868. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  419— In  Winter,  837. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  S^.— >No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  24.^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  118. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  105  mlhs.  21  days.— In  Summer,  72— In  Winter,  33  21. 
;6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer—M.   — F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  In  Winter— M.  12— F.   . 
<7)  Average  wages  peid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  ^26  42— To  Females,  $\^  89. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  $Z  00— Of  Females,  56  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  ezclusivcvof  board— Of  Males,  f  18  42— Of  Females,  {4  89. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  die  support  of  Schools,  including  only  tbe  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5I/OOO. 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,   .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .— Aggfegate  paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 
' ,  Schools,  1.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,   3.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  45.<— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^157. 

^14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  %        . — Income  from  same,  S 

Books  vs%i>.~»8peUine — Emerson's,  it^cuftn^:'— Moral  and  Political  Class  Book,  Worces- 
ter's 2d  and  3d  Books,  Rhelorieal  Reader.  Gntminar— Sonith's.  6Kec^rapA^— Woodbridge't. 
Arithmeiic^^auih**  aud  Colbum's. 

SxLBCTiozfs  FROM  Report.  *  *  Your  coinniittee  do  .not  wish  to  be 
understood  to  be  advocating  the  employment  of  unqualified  teachers ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  want  of  competent  teachers  is  a  serious 
evil,  an  injury  to  the  cause  of  education  which  they  would  gladly  remedy,  were 
it  in  their  power ;  but  so  long  as  parents  continue  to  manifest  that  indi&rence 
to  the  subject  of  education,  which  lias  for  a  long  time  retarded  its  progress, 
And  so  long  as  the  want  of  competent  teachers  is  considered  as  a  matter  of  no 
importance,  will  the  efforts  of  school  committees  be  unavailing.  The  evil 
must  be  felt  by  the  whole  community  in  order  to  have  the  remedy  properly 
applied.  Next  to  that  of  a  parent,  the  relation  which  an  instructer  of  youth 
bears  to  his  pupils  is  the  most  important  and  interesting  which  one  human 
being  can  sustain  to  another.  Immortal  mind  is  committed  to  his  care  to  lie 
fostered  and  cherished,  and  fitted  for  usefulness.  How  interesting  the  thought  I 
And  yet  the  indifierence  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  qualifications  of  teachers, 
and  their  methods  of  instruction,  which  is  manifested  by  most  parents,  is  little 
less  than  criminal.  Some  idea  oi  the  interest  which  parents  feel  for  the  pros- 
perity of  our  schools,  may  be  drawn  from  the  fact,  that  in  one  of  our  district 
schools,  in  which  there  were  112  scholars,  the  average  attendance  was  only  54 ; 
and  in  another,  in  which  there  were  101  scholars,  the  average  attendance  was 
31.  *  *  So  that  the  advantages  of  these  schools,  which  are  in  fact  the  only 
conservatives  of  our  republican  institutions,  are  totally  lost  to  many  of  our 
interesting  and  promising  youth,  through  the  criminal  negligence  of  their 
parents.  Much  of  this  evil  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  parents  seldom, 
if  ever,  visit  their  respective  schools  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  with  and 
eDCoursging  the  teachery  and  showing  to  their  childreo  that  they  feel  a  deep 
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intofsit  in  ftw  wooobbb  and  pPO0p6rity  oT  th6  school.  Ano  dopb  poftnit  cut  to 
nrgo  upon  parents  the  duty  and  neceasity  of  vivhing  their  schools  for  the  pur- 
poses abof  e  named,  as  fhsquently  as  they  possiMy  can,  consistently  with  other 
obligations.  How  often  is  the  heart  of  the  teacher  ready  to  despond,  at  the 
coldness  and  neglect  with  which  he  is  treated  b^  those  to  whom  he  should  look 
for  encouragement  and  support  Nor  is  the  effect  upon  the  pupils  less  deplor- 
able ;  for  they  cannot  consider  that  of  much  importance,  about  which  their 
parents  appear  to  feel  so  little  concern.  On  the  contrary,  the  child  seldom  fiiijs 
to  set  a  proper  value  upon  that  which  is  highly  esteemed  b^  the  parent,  so  that 
if  parents  would  have  their  children  feel  deeply  interested  in  their  studies  and 
pursue  them  with  ardor,  they  must  demonstrate  to  them,  both  by  word  emd 
example,  that  tkoffad  an  anxious  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  the  schools  oe  a 
means  of  forming  the  mind,  and  givmg  stalnlity  to  the  character,  and  also  of 
elevating  the  standard  of  moral  foeling  and  action.  Your  committee  are  fully 
aware  of  ibe/act,  that  some  parents  do  vM  the  adiaoby  and  considerlnj;  the 
object  for  which  such  visits  are  made,  they  do  not  wish  to  encourage  their  fre- 
quency. When  parents  visit  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  finding  fiiult  with 
the  teacher,  and  his  order  and  discipline,  and  that  too  in  the  presence  of  his 
pupils,  we  would  respectfully  suggest  to  such  parents,  If  they  cannot  change 
the  object  of  their  visits,  never  to  renew  them ;  for  tbev  cannot  take  a  more 
effectual  method  of  destroying  the  confidenco  of  their  children  in  the  abili^ 
and  discretion  of  the  teacher ;  and  when  such  confidence  Is  shaken  and  de- 
stroyed, the  teacher's  usefulness  is  at  an  end.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  parents  to 
use  their  influence  to  make  the  schools  as  pleasant  and  agreeable  to  their  chil- 
dren as  they  possibly  can ;  and  as  this  cannot  be  done  without  the  aid  of  the 
teacher,  we  would  again  urge  the  necessitv  of  an  active  cooperation  of  parents 
and  teachers  in  order  to  bring  about  this  desirable  end.  But  so  long  as  parents 
send  their  children  to  school  for  the  purpose  of  learning  them  that  subordina- 
tion which  they  have  never  taught  them  at  home,  and  thereby  converting  it 
into  a  house  of  eorrectionf  their  children  can  never  think  of  the  school  %vith  any 
degree  of  pleasure,  but  regard  it  with  foelinip  of  disffust  and  abhorrence. 

Want  of  punctuality  is  another  evil  with  which  our  schools  are  sorely 
afflicted.  This  is  a  subject  which  we  fear  is  not  duly  considered  by  those  who 
have  the  care  of  youth.  When  scholars  are  continually  entering  a  school  for 
half  an  hour  after  its  commencement,  its  order  and  liarmony  are  seriously  dis- 
turbed. The  teacher  is  obliged  to  defer  the  opening  of  the  exercises  until  the 
classes  are  all  in,  or  be  disturbed  by  the  entrance  of  the  scholars,  and  the  con- 
sequent confusion  attendant  on  being  **too  kde^ — such  as  shuffling  the  leaves  of 
their  books  in  search  of  '*the  place,^and  of  getting  their  proper  station  in  the 
class.  % 

The  anxiety  which  some  parents  feel  to  get  their  children  forward,  induces 
them  to  put  books  into  their  hands,  in  which  both  the  subjects  treated  ot,  and 
the  style  of  writing  are  utterly  beyond  their  comprehension.  Now  in  order  to 
have  a  child  learn  to  read  well,  the  books  which  he  studies  should  be  written 
in  such  a  plain  and  simple  style  as  to  be  easily  understood  by  those  to  whom 
it  is  addressed.  It  would  require  an  uncommon  grasp  of  intellect  in  a  child  of 
8  or  10  years  of  age,  to  understand  the  style  of  reasoning  in  ^  Sullivan's  JVioral 
Class  Hook,"  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  his  teacher  the  ideas  of  the  author,  clothed 
in  language  of  his  own.  And  yet  this  book  is  used  in  some  of  oar  schools  by 
some  of  the  younger  classes.    *    •    ♦ 

In  many  of  our  schools  there  are  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  scholars,  which, 
in  the  opinicm  of  your  committee,  is  quite  too  large  a  number  for  one  school ; 
and  we  would  recommend  to  such  districts  to  divide  such  schools,  putting  all  of 
the  younger  scholars  Into  the  primary  department  Our  scboolhouses^  are  not 
sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  so  large  a  number  with  comfort,  and  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  parents  to  see  that  proper  arrangement  be  made  for  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  body  as  well  as  for  the  improvement  of  the  mind.  •    •    * 

It  is  customary  in  our  schools  to  call  the  younger  classes  of  scholars  ^  out 
on  the  floor  "  to  hear  them  read,  spell,  and  recite  their  lessons ;  and  this  prac- 
tice Is  so  full  of  utilitv,  that  we  would  suggest  the  proprietv  of  having  the  seats 
and  stove  so  arranged  as  to  make  a  large  area  in  front  of  the  seats,  so  that  the 
teacher  can  have  free  access  to  every  scholar  in  the  class.    The  amuigement  Is 
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«Mfb»  491  moft  9f  Qur  8choo|)|ou99%  «9  to  repder  tbis  ?ery  difficult*  The  are^ 
beinf^  only  a  narrow  aisle,  with  the  stove  occupying  the  middle,  so  that  in  pass- 
ing from  one  end  of  his  class  to  the  other,  the  teacher  is  under  the  necessity  of 
climbing  over  the  seats  ;  or  what  is  worse,  not  paying  proper  attention  to  those 
scholars  who  are  most  closely  blockaded  by  the  stove  and  seats.  Your  com- 
mittee are  pleased  to  observe  the  change  which  has  taken  place,  in  regard  to 
that  wantonly  destructive  us«  of  the  jack-knife,  which  iias  proved  so  fatal  to 
the  external  covering,  and  not  unfrequently  to  the  internal  finish  of  most  of  our 
sehoolhouses.    *    •    • 

There  is,  in  the  minds  of  our  youth,  a  growing  thirst  for  knowledge,  which 
"we  hope  will  be  pro|)erly  encouraged  hy  their  parents ;  for  mind  needs  to  be 
qqltivated  with  much  care  to  be  properly  developed,  in  tho^e  districts  where 
]p^nt^fe4  t^nd  pi:hibit  an  interest  in  the  progress  and  success  of  education, 
their  children  pursue  their  studies  with  eagerness  and  avidity;  while  in  tiiQ 
districts  where  a  majority  feel  but  little  interest  on  the  subject,  and  in  the  qm 
lyhich  ba^  recently  voted  *^not  to  haoe  any  grammar  taught  in  (h^  schooU^  the 
c)li|drep  tread  in  tbe  footsteps  of  their  parents,  and  of  course  the  cause  of  edtt* 
i:atioP|  under  such  circumstaoceP)  can  make  but  little  progress  among  then?f 
'Vfe  are  bapp^  in  being  Able  to  statet  that  ti^e  school  districts  in  this  town,  of 
tbe  la9t  fpeptioned  charaQter»  are  few.    *    *    * 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  *<  evils"  to  which  our  schools  are  subiect,  youp 
committee  feel  a  measure  in  being  able  to  represent  them  in  a  flourisbipg  con* 
ditiop.  The  stanoard  of  education  is  much  higher  th^n  it  was,  a  few  ;^ears  ago  \ 
9fid  th^  attainments  which  were  considered  ultra  theUf  are  now  copsidered  thQ. 
medium..  Then,  if  a  scholar  could  read  faat^  (the  faster  the  better,)  write  t^Javr 
hamdt  9Pd  aipber  *^  through  the  book,"  he  was  said  to  have  ^  great  learpipg," 
Now,  thei^e  attaipmepts»  with  the  change  of  '^  read  %otW^  insteaa  of  "  fast,"  arQ 
considered  tlbe  rudiments  on  which  ^  great  learning"  is  founded*  Now,  females 
^njoy  equal  advaPt^es  with  the  males.  Then,  it  was  not  thought  of  "any  USq" 
for  girls  to  learn  to  write,  and  accordinffly,  we  find  many  adult  females  among 
ua  who  Are  wholly  ignorant  of  this  useful  and  elegant  accomplishment. 

Xopr  committer  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  town,  tne  propriety  of  b^^ 
ing  <?areful  in  the  selection  and  choice  of  their  school  committee ;  becapse  U)ey 
consider  the  office  an  important  one,  full  of  important  trusts  and  high  ippriu 
obligatiops.  The  car^  of  all  the  youth  in  the  town  is,  in  a  measure,  Qopipaittea 
to  them.  Qow  important  it  is,  then,  that  they  should  be  m^n  of  sMPerior  ^ish 
CiretioPi  sound  judgment  aod  unquestionable  morals.  *<  To  have  the  g^peral 
^snro  and  oversight  of  all  the  schools  ip  the  town,"  is  no  easy  task ;  and  wa  boM 
it  will  not  be  lightly  ipiposed  on  any  who  are  not  duly  qpaMfi^d^  pier^ly  Ar  tbi^ 
purpose  of  anfumTig^l^^ati^.    *    ^    * 

SCHOOL  COM]M[ITTGf!.--LQi|iffa  Moodt,  Edwabo  Smai.«.ibTx  Jp.,  S*  P.  BotUEirs. 

rkar  r^  AATQf  SO  Populaiion,  1,936.    Valuation,  glS^;^  ^, 

UULiHiArHiS^     •      •      '      •       I       Number  of  Public  Schools,  9, 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  ia  all  the  Schools— In  Summer,  4^— In  Wiqt^r,  IV), 

(3)  Average  aPeiidauce  in  the  Sehools-^lQ  Summer,  37i— (q  Wipl«r,  ^\» 

{^  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  61Q.-<^Ne.  of  ptfsoaa  uMlfir  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,  M.^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  altend  Soho^l,  100. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  50  mths.— In  Summer,  S3  7— *Id  Winter,  96  SI. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   —P.  8.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  9— F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^^  11— To  Females,  $^  09. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  f  9  00— Of  Females,  £4  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  monUi  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\^  11 — Of  Females,  $4, 09. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5900  00. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^60  00. 
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(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Aeademios,   -—Aggregate  of  monihs  kept,     .-—Average  nmnber  of 
Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  5 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  10— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  36.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  400.— Agg^- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  $625, 

(14)  Amoont  of  Local  Funds,  $        .— >Iiieome  from  same,  $ 

Books  dskd. — ;Sp«//s»^^— Webster's  Dictionary,  Alger's  and  Perry's  Spelling  Books.  Read- 
mg — English  and  National  Headers,  Worrester's  RoHdiuf  Books.  Grammar— Smith's.  Ge- 
o^rop/iy— Parley's  and  Olney's.    Arithmetic^-Smilh'B  and  Colbum's. 

SuiECTiONB  FROM  Repokt.  *  *  Notwithstanding  the  general  appearance 
of  the  schools  has  been  good,  and  that  the  town  has  done  much  for  the  support 
thereof,  and  for  the  promotion  of  tlie  cause  of  educaHorif  yet  there  are  many 
evils  existing  in  them. 

The  greatest  evil  now  existing  in  our  schools,  appears  to  be  incontiamy  in 
aUendanct,  The  extent  of  this  evil  may  be  clearly  seen  from  the  above  tuble. 
it  thus  appears,  there  is  a  loss  of  35-lOOths  in  consequence  of  non-attendance,  to 
which  may  be  added  5-100th8  in  consequence  of  tardiness,  making  an  aggre- 
gate  loss  to  the  town  of  ^5th8  of  the  money  expended  in  the  town,  in  conse- 
quence of  tardiness  and  non-attendance.  Let  tliose  parents,  then,  who  feel  inter- 
ested in  the  education  of  their  children,  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  evil,  and 
.  do  what  they  can  to  remedy  it ;  for,  if  the  farmer,  who  neglects  to  im[)rove  the 
season  for  sowing  his  seed,  must  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  blasting  frosts  of 
autumn,  in  cutting  off  his  crops,  so  must  your  sons  and  daughters,  wfio  neglect 
to  improve  the  seed-time  of  life,  suffer  in  consequence  of  tiie  blasting  frosts  of 
ignorance,  in  cutting  short  their  usefulness  and  happiness  in  the  world. 

Another  evil  existing  in  our  schools,  is  the  great  variety  of  books  now  in  use. 
Such  is  the  extent  of  this  evil,  that  a  uniformity  of  books  can  scarcely  be  found 
in  any  two  districts  in  town.  Your  committee,  therefore,  would  earnestly  rec- 
ommend to  their  successors  in  office,  that  a  uniformity  of  liooks  be  established 
throughout  the  several  districts  in  the  town ;  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped,  that 
every  parent  will  cheerfully  acquiesce  in,  and  assist  in  sustaining,  such  a 
course. 

There  is  another  evil,  still  existing  in  some  of  the  districts,  that  is,  a  disposi- 
tion in  some  parents  to  disapprove  of  the  teacher's  mode  of  government,  in  the 
presence  of  their  children.  Every  parent  should  fed,  and  give  his  children  to 
undenkmd,  when  he  commits  them  to  the  cnre  of  a  teacher,  that  with  them 
he  transmits  his  authority  also,  and  that  while  it  is  the  teacher's  prerogative  to 
command,  it  is  the  child's  duty  to  obey. 

In  many  schools  there  is  but  little  attention  paid  to  the  study  of  grammar, 
one  of  the  most  important  branches  in  a  common  education.  Every  scholar 
should  feel  the  importance  of  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  own  lan- 
guage, so  as  to  be  capable  of  speaking  and  writing  it  correctly.  There  is  also 
a  great  want  of  attention  to  the  study  of  geography,  in  most  of'^our  schools.  *  *  * 

Thus  we  see  there  are  many  evils  existing  in  our  schools ;  but  notwitfistand- 
ing  they  are  many,  and  some  of  them  great,  yet  they  are  not  altogether  incura- 
ble. But  in  whose  power  is  this  remedy  to  be  found  ?  We  answer,  princi- 
pally in  the  (larents'.  Are  not  parents  in  a  great  measure  cul|>able  for  the  tardiness 
and  non-attendance  of  their  children  ?  1  hey  certainly  are.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of 
parents  to  aid  and  assist  teachers,  by  their  influence,  in  establishing  order  and 
discipline  in  school.  We  answer,  it  is.  Have  not  parents  the  means  of  sup- 
plying their  children  with  those  books,  which  it  is  necessair  they  should  have, 
in  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the  several  branches  of  a  common  educa* 
lami?    They  have.    •    •    • 

SCHOOL  GOMMITTEE.— J0SHP4  SpAaaow,  Lawis  Doanx,  Ja  ,  Josatuaf  Higoivc 


SCHOOL  RETURNS.  461 

PR  O  VmCE  TO  WN,         j  <•>  P«H«tion.  1.048.    VrioaUw,  finf^  00. 

'  c         riumber  of  Public  Schools,  3. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— la  Summer,  174— In  Wioter,  2^. 
<d)  Average  attendance  iu  the  Schools — ^In  Summer,  125 — ^In  Winter,  228. 
(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  562. — No.  of  persons  under  4 
years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  IG  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  UO. 
(^)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  19  mths.— In  Summer,  10.— In  Winter,  9. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   — F.  3— No  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  3— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  $20  00 — To  Females,  $10  00« 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  moaih— Of  Males,  ^8  00— Of  Females,  $b  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $%t  00 — Of  Females,  $5  00. 
(TO)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^800. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $    . 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,   .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $    . 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  2. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  20. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  180.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^  1,720  00. 

( 14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  uskd. — Spelling — Emerson's  Spftlling  Book  and  Parson's  Analytical  Vocabulary. 
Reading — Pierponl's  American  First  Class  Book,  National  Reader,  Introduction  to  do.,  Young 
Reader.  Grammar — Smith's,  Murray's  and  J.  B.  Dodd's.  Geo^rapAy— Olncy's  and  Parley's. 
Arithmetic — Adams',  Adams'  New,  Emerson's  1st  and  2d  Parts. 

Remarks.— A  return  is  made  respecting  three  schools  only.  It  is  stated  that 
the  other  district  schools  were  kept  six  months  each,  including  summer  and 
winter ;  but  the  whole  number  of  districts  is  not  given. 

Board  and  fuel  were  contributed,  but  no  estimate  is  made  of  the  amount. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Godfrey  Rider. 


^AJVn  WTC TT  \^^^  Population,  3,579.    Valuation,  ^^638,294 44. 

'       *       *       '       C       Number  of  Public  Schools,  21. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  184-^In  Winter,  1/)12. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  133 — In  Winter,  705. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,067. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  277  —No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  58. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  96  mths.  14  days.— In  Summer,  22  21— In  Winter,  73  21. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.    — F.  6.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Wintei^M.  20— F.  2 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board— To  Males,  $20  85— To  Females,  $\%  16. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  ^9  40r-Of  Females,  jf6  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-^f  Males,  ^21  45— Of  Females,  $\0  18. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  ^2,2 18  78. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  j^350. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  5. — Average  number  of 

Scholars,  30.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $\50, 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  15 —Aggregate  of  months  kept,  75.^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  270.— Aggrs- 
gate  paid  for  tuition,  {525. 

( 14)  'Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .—Income  from  same,  $ 
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Boots  tJSlD.— fi^p«^2fa^— f!mer»ofi's.  ReddiHg^Vietpont'n.  Grnmiicr-^^Sinitli's.  0etg' 
raphu-^\ueyU  and  Feler  Parley's.  ArUkmHic-^tnilWs.  All  o<W«--Goodricb's  Haiory  of 
the  U.  8.J  Blake's  aad  Corns  lock's  Philosophy,  Colburo's  Algebra,  New  Testament. 

No  Report  from  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— JoHir  Harpur,  Paul  Wimo,  2d* 


*  VT n  jjn  ^  S{1)  Population,  1,806.    V&luatton,  j|fl06,016  50. 

IlCUItUf I        Number  of  Public  School*,  10. 

(t)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schoois^ln  Summer,  456— In  Wmt6r,  480. 
{$)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools— In  Summer,  956— lu  Winter,  464. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  598.— No.  Of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,     .—No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  60. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  72  mth8.-^In  Summer,  46  14— In  Winter,' S5  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summeiv— M.   — F.  12.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  10— F.  1. 

'  (7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  528  65— To  Females,  f  9  SO. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $8  00 — Of  Females,  $i  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ^20  55— Of  Females,  $5  SO. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wagcM  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5625. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5^* 

(12)  Noi  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept,     . — Average  number  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 
(18)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  12.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  35. — ^Ae^gre- 

gate  paid  for  tuition,  gi'SO. 
(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  • — Income  from  same,  5 

Books  usbd.— -fi^i/ti^^gp — Aleer's  Perr^s,  Walker^s  and  Webster's  Dictionaries.  Reading 
*— Testament,  Young  Reader,  introduction  to  National  Reader,  Nalidnal  K^adtjf,  Ami^ricaa 
First  Class  Book.  Grrammar— Smith's.  Geo^apAy—Olney's,  Peter  Parley's.  ArWimetic^ 
Walsh's,  Smith's,  Adams',  Colburn's  First  Lessons,  Emerson'Si  AU  d^ik«rl«— GoodHeh's  His- 
tory of  the  U.  S.,  Colburn's  Algebra. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  We  are  satisfiecl  that  the  comparisons  we 
drew  last  year  had  a  favorable  effect,  inasmuch  as  there  has  evidently  been  a 
ffreater  desire  to  obtain  the  best  instructers  this  year.  *  *  The  scholars 
have  been  more  punctual  in  their  attendance  than  formerly,  which  is  the  best 
evidenee  we  can  indirectly  have,  of  the  feeling  and  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
parents.  We  are  sorry  to  state,  that  still,  in  some  districts^  the  teachers  deeply 
eomplain  of  the  irregular  attendance  of  their  scholars.    *  .  *    * 

It  seems  di^cult  to  account  for  this  neglect  on  the  part  of  parents.  *    *    * 

The  rich  have  other  tneans  for  educatine  their  children ;  but  the  poor,  or 
those  in  moderate  circumstances, — ^how  can  mey  neglect  such  invaluable  privi- 
leges?   *    *    » 

Oilr  schoolhouses  are  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  and  well  provided  with 
means  for  warming  them ;  but  We  think  tfiat  they  require  ventilation  Which 
would  secure  the  scholars'  health,  add  to  their  comfort,  and  increase  their  men- 
tal activity. 

Your  committee  having  thus  briefly  stated  their  views  of  the  state  and  pros- 
pects of  our  Common  Schools,  would  invite  your  increased  attention  to  this 
great  national  subject.    *    *    * 

Mr.  l^age^s  lecture,  which  has  been  distributed  to  each  district,  we  earnestly 
recommend  to  the  careful  perusal  of  every  parent 

No  time  is  lost  that  is  spent  in  the  cause  of  general  education,  where  all  par- 
tlM  Are  made  pKirtakers  of  durable  riches ;  <ind  if  the  wealth  of  the  parent  is 
spent  upon  the  minds  of  his  children,  he  has  every  reason  to  expect  it  will 
yield  him  a  hundred  fold.    *    *    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— N.  J.  Kvioht,  J.  H.  DAvri,  Baksabas  Paimb. 


{SCHOOL  AlTUHHfi.  468 

<S)  Nd.  of  !$6bo)ara  of  &l)  t^  th  kl)  tlMi  8lefaoo)»<-Ib  l^nitfidr,  6d(>-4A  WinMr^  10%. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Sumner,  d48 — In  Winter,  6S5. 

(4)  No^  of  persons  between  4  and  l6  years  of  age  in  the  town,  '/64.— Nd.  of  pirkons  under  4 

^ears  of  age  who  attend  School,   . — ^No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,   b 
W  ^gfrcfft^  length  of  Uw  Schools^  89  mihs*  7  dajrs>-In  Suttliner»  G0-«4b  Winter^  !29  7. 
(6)  No.  t>f  Teafb«n  in  SunlnMiw«4M.   ^F<  IL^No^  of  Tcaehfers  m  Wibtei^M.  lO^F^  S« 
f T>  AV4H«g«  W6g;te  ttiiM  ^r  «b6tt11l  )Mhidlll|f  boA^d-u^To  Malits,  g8!2  2D^To  F^dlales,  f  14  ll 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $9  60 — Of  Females,  $^  40. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  montb  exclusive  of  board — Of  Mal^s,  Jf24  60 — Of  l^emales,  jp  79. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  5^00. 

(11 )  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  5    • 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    . — Aggregate  of  months  kept^      r-— Attfrft^  Nb.  bf 

Scboiars,     <— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  Jt 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies^  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,     .—Aggregate  o(  months  kept,        . — ^Average  No.  of  Scboiars,     .—Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $ 
(14f)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — ^Ineome  from  same,  5 

Books  used. — fi||pe//tfup— Webster's  Elementary.  Reading — Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader, 
Worcester's  1st,  2d  and  2^  Parts,  Introductibn  to  Natibrtal  Reader,  Young  Reader,  Testament. 
C7rafnmar^-8mith's.  Gfeoj7*apAtf---01nev's  and  Parley's.  Ari<Am«fio— Emerson's  and  Adams'. 
All  others — Bailey's  Algebraj  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Good's  History,  Watts  on  the  Mind, 
Blake's  Astronomy. 

Remark. — ^The  interest  of  the  Surplus  Reyenue,  $249  70,  is  applied  to  the 
support  of  schools. 

Selections  from  Report.  *  *  A  few  teachers  presented  themselves  for 
examination,'  whom  your  committee  could  not,  conscientiously,  approbate. 
They  were,  no  doubt,  gentlemen  of  private  worth  and  integrity  of  purpose ;  but, 
believing  they  were  not  qualified  to  instruct  in  those  branches  prescribed  by 
law,  we  felt  it  our  imperious  duty  to  withhold  from  them  certificates  of  appro- 
bation. Perhaps  there  is  no  duty  more  important  and  responsible,  in  relation 
to  Common  Schools,  than  that  which  belongs  to  inspectors.  If  sf^hools  are  as 
their  teachers, — and  most  certainly  they  are, — ^how  strid  should  inspectors  be 
in  their  examination  of  teachers !  As  to  this  duty,  there  is  some  difficulty. 
The  prudential  committees  select  and  contract  with  teachers.  If  strangers,  they 
are  sent,  without  any  notice,  to  the  school  committee  lor  examination  and  ap- 
proval. Hence,  it  often  happens  that  the  committee  are  from  home  when  the 
teachers  call,  or  so  engaged  as  to  give  them  but  a  partial  examination.  l*be 
practice  of  teachers  withholding  themselves  from  examination,  till  a  day  or  two 
before  the  school  commences,  nas  a  bad  tendency ;  for  should  it  happen  that 
tbe  committee  are  dissatisfied,  the  only  alternative  is  presented  of  employing 
teachers  they  do  not  approve,  or  of  deferring  the  opening  of  the  schools  tor  a 
Week  or  two,  when  it  is  most  desirable  they  should  be  iu  operation.    *    *    * 

More  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  study  of  English  grammar  than  hereto* 
Ibre.  This  has  been  for  a  long  time  regarded  as  a  hard,  uncertain  and  dis* 
agreeable  study,-— disliked  by  the  pupil,  and  avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  by 
the  teacher.  The  reluctance  which  was  felt,  seemed  to  arise  from  a  belief  that 
a  knowledge  of  the  grammatical  construction  of  language  would  be  of  no 
use  to  them  in  afler-lire.  This  prejudice  is  fast  giving  way,  and  the  utility  of 
grammar  is  beginning  to  be  felt  by  every  individual,  who  may  have  a  thought 
to  Communicate  to  otners  in  writing.    •    •    * 

Your  committee  feel  they  cannot  close  this  report,  without  strongly  urging 
Upon  you  the  necessity  of  qualifying  your  sons  and  daughters  for  the  station  of 
teachers^  It  is  truly  deplorable  that  we  have  to  send  two  or  three  hundred 
mile*  fbt  teftohers  to  supply  our  Cominoa  Sehoolsi    We  believe  there  is  intel- 
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lect  and  talent  amoof  us»  wlueh,  if  calthrated,  would  do  honor  to  our  town  and 
oouDty.  What  con  iMtter  employ  the  time,  talents  and  attention  of  the  true 
patriot,  than  in  fitting  hin  sons  to  be  ornaments  of  society  and  a  crown  of  glory 
to  his  hoary  hairs. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  way  in  which  a  man  can  better  serve  his  country  than 
in  presenting  to  it  a  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  well  trained  and  disciplined, 
and  amply  qualified  to  act  a  useful  and  honorable  part  in  the  various  stations 
they  may  be  called  to  fill.  Let  us  come  forward,  friends,  and  show  to  the 
world,  that,  though  the  hills  of  Wellfleet  are  barren  and  her  natural  soil  unpro- 
ductive, yet  her  maUal  soil  is  fiiiitful  in  noble  undertakings  and  virtuous  actions. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^— Behjamm  Withxrkll,  Jessx  Holbrook,  D.  W.  Daitis. 


IT  J  I?  n/rrk  TTTTJ  5  0)  Population^  2,454.    Valuation,  ^317,906  30. 

jr  A^m  UU  la^      .       .      .       J       j^^^^^^^  ^^  p^^^,.^  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  School»— In  Summer,  301 — In  Winter,  575. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  210 — In  Winter,  419. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  663. — No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  60« — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  ^tend  School,  151. 

(5)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  55  mths.  17  days— In  Summer,  30  21— In  Winter,  24  24. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.   •— F.  7. — No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  12^F.    . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^32  53 — ^To  Females,  ^12  93. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month*— Of  Males,  $\0  00— Of  Females,  $b  00. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  ji22  58 — Of  Females,  ^  93. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  51,225. 

(11)  .4mount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  ^127. 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .-—Aggregate  of  months  kept,     .—Average  number  of 

Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  pnrfong  Oxniaon 

Schools,  11. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  65. — Average  No.  of  Scholars,  346.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  51^210. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  • — Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  used. — Spelling — Alger's  Perrv's,  Walker's  Dictionary.  Reading — First  Class 
Book,  Introduction  to  National  Reader,  Young  Keader.  Grammar— Smith's.  Geographic 
Woodbridgc's  and  Parley's.  iiritAm€<tc— Smith's,  Adams',  Colburn's,  Walsh's  and  Emeraon's. 
All  otAcr«<— Goodrich's  History  of  the  U.  S.,  Colburn's  Algebra. 

SsLECTioNS  FROM  Report.  *  *  Irregularity  of  attendance,  is  an  evil 
which  belongs  to  the  parents  to  correct.  In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  is  a 
subject  not  to  be  disregarded.  Twelve  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  were 
appropriated  for  the  sujiport  of  Public  Schools  the  past  year.  Of  this  sum, 
three  hundred  and  forty -three  dollars  have  been  paid  for  the  instruction  of  those, 
who  from  some  cause  have  been  absent  from  the  school-room.  Entirely  to 
correct  this  evil,  is  not  to  be  expected  ;  but  the^  committee  are  fully  persuaded, 
that  the  large  number  of  absences  indicated  in  the  tal»le,  can  and  ought  here- 
after to  be  lessened.  Parents  too  oflen  keep  their  children  at  home  without 
sufficient  cause.  vThe  consequence  is,  the  child's  progress  in  learning  is 
retarded.  When  be  goes  to  school  the  next  day,  or  the  next  week,  he  finds 
his  classmates  have  advanced  further  than  he,  and  that  he  must  necessarily 
omit  a  number  of  lessons  or  recite  with  a  class  not  so  far  advanced.  Under 
such  circumstances,  a  scholar  will  rarely  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  any 
branch  ;  he  is  always  in  the  stem-chase,  and  not  unfrequently  becomes  discour- 
aged and  gives  up  the  pursuit.    *    *    * 

It  is  in  our  Public  Schools  that  the  men  are  to  be  trained  and  instructed, 
who  will  be  the  ornaments  of  societv,  and  the  men  whom  the  rising  generation 
will  hereafter  feel  an  honest  pride  in  claiming  as  their  fellow  townsmeo. 
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AeadeinieB  and  hiffh  isehools  are  useful ;  but  Common  Schools  are  far  more 
useful.  In  tbem  ttie  great  mass  of  the  people  receive  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  in  morals  and  literature,  which  iA  some  measure  will  decide  their 
future  characters.  It  will  thus  be  seen  and  understood,  that  in  the  care  of  the 
education  of  youth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  a  high  responsibilitv  rest- 
ing on  them,  which  they  are  bound  to  exercise  in  such  a  manner  as  will  best 
promote  the  public  good ; — and  the  committee  would  respectfully  submit  to  pa- 
rents, whether  in  neglecting.to  allow  their  children  to  attend  regularly  and  punc- 
tually at  the  Public  Schools,  they  do  not  violate  the  duties  which  they,  as  citi- 
zens, owe  to  the  community  ?  If  a  good  education  be  the  best  of  patrimonies, 
why  is  it  that  the  Public,  are  less  esteemed  by  some  than  Private,  Schools  ?  *  * 

The  prudential  committees  are  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts, agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  26th  section  of  the  23d  chapter  of  the 
Revised  Statutes.  These  elections  are  held  in  some  districts  in  the  spring,  and 
in  others  in  the  fall.  It  is  de«»irable  that  there  should  be  uniformity,  and  the 
committee  would  suggest  to  the  town*  the  propriety  of  ordering  that  these  elec- 
tions be  held  annually  in  the  month  of  March.  When  the  choice  of  an  agent 
is  delayed  till  a  short  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  winter  school, 
the  best  teachers  are  frequently  engaged,  and  the  district  is  under  the  necessity 
of  taking  any  one  that  can  be  procured.  Another  advantage  of  making  the 
election  in  March  is,  the  prudential  and  general  committees  will  hold  their 
respective  offices  during  the  same  period  of  time, — an  arrangement  which,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  res|)ective  duties,  will  be  more  convenient  to  lK>th. 

The  manner  in  which  the  prudential  committees  are  selected  in  so^e  of  the 
districts,  is  not  justifiable,  and  ought  not  to  be  approved  by  the  town.  In  the 
eighth  and  ninth  districts,  the  office  was  given  to  the  lowest  bidder.  In  the 
ninth,  five  dollars  was  paid  to  the  agent,  and  in  the  eighth,  ten  dollars,  and  the 
money  taken  from  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  town  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

In  the  examination  of  male  teachers,  the  committee  adopted  it  as  a  rule,  not 
to  approbate  any  one,  unless  the  applicant  exhibited  evidence  that  he  main- 
tained a  good  moral  character,  and  possessed  all  the  literary  attainments  re- 
quired by  law.  The  result  of  the  rigid  enforcement  of  this  rule  has  been,  that  in 
each  of  the  twelve  school  districts,  none  but  accomplished  and  competent  in- 
structors have  found  employment    *    *    * 

In  concluding  their  report,  the  committee  would  remark,  that  the  Public 
Schools  in  Yarmouth,  during  the  past  year,  have  been  well  taught,  and  that  the 
improvement  of  the  scholars  in  the  elementai*y  branches  of  education  has  been 
highly  satisfactory.  The  deportment  of  the  scholars,  as  exhibited  at  the  exami- 
nations and  occasional  visitations  of  the  committee,  was  ])lea8ing,  and  mani- 
fested that  they  appreciated  the  superior  advantages  of  orderly  and  well  con- 
ducted schools.  The  general  sentiment  and  wishes  of  the  people  are  for  the 
elevation  of  the  character  and  the  increase  of  the  usefulness  of  Common 
Schools;  and  the  committee  are  well  assured,  that  the  funds  which  the  town 
has  so  liberally  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  public  instruction,  have  been  well 
bestowed,  and  will  yield  a  rich  reward,  by  diffijsing  general  intelligence,  and 
by  causing  our  youth  to  see  and  know  that  their  individual  wel&re  and  success 
in  the  business  of  life  depends  on  right  conduct. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.— Amos  Otis,  Joseph  White,  Pbirce  Howes. 
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nrrrr  AfAtfir  S<*>  HepulaHon,  cm.    Yfthi%ao»,  fllS^  7d. 

i^^l44m^^I%4k>       f      •      f       J        Number  of  PuWie  Schools,  4w 

(5)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  age^,  in  all  the  School*— In  ^niiper|  77— In  Winter,  128. 
(3)  ^ven\ge  Attendance  in  ihf  Schools— Xu  Suqun^r,  62— |n  Winter,  90. 

(i)  f*i<V  of  perfons  Mw^^  4  a«<i  16  y?an  of  «||^e  in  the  tow^^  lt9--^^Pi  9f  p^rsoi^a  Qq4er  4 

ye«n  9f  agf  vnho  9^\t(et^  9cbqoJ,  $.-»*Ne.  qver  )6  jrmn  9f  ^g^  wl»o  Attend  9c)|Qq|,  21^ 
{&)  Aggngtitm  length  ef  the  SchocJs,  13  mths,  U  da7a.T^Io  Sttnu|Ber>  7— In  W)*ter,  Q  14t 

(6)  No.  of 'l^achoM  in  Soaimef^-M.   -^•F.  S.-^No.  ef  Teachevi  in  Wintei^M.  &t-^.    . 

(7)  Average  wagea  paid  per  month,  inoluding  board— To  Males,  $93i  (X^— To  Femalae,  f  17  SS. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  fS  00.— Of  Females,  g^  66. 

^9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board-^f  Males,  fpB  00— Of  Females,  |ff S  67. 

{\Q)  Amount  of  qnoney  raiffd  by  tii^^s  for  the  iMpport  of  Schools,  in(^|idin||p  onl^  the  w^^s  of 
"ITe^chers,  t>oard  aad  fuel,  Jf400. 

(11)  Amount  of  hovd  and  fqel,  if  aqy,  ceotfibimd  for  f  wblio  Schopl^,  g       ^ 

(IS)  No.  of  incorporated  Academiea,  ^^^ggregaie  ef  monlhs  ^ept,  .•mAverage  aqinbef-  of 
Scholars,     .—Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(18)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  tQ  prolong  Oamraoa 
Schools,  4,— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  80.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^252. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  5  • — ^Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  vskd. — £[pe//ii^f^«National.  it«a«ftf^r— Worcester's  Primer,  2d,  3d  and  4tfa  Books. 
Grammar— Smith's.  OeiMfropAy— Smith's  and  Adams'.  ^rttAmefie— Smith's  and  A4bjdds'. 
AU  olA«r*— Bible. 

No  Rbpobt  firom  Sohoo)  Cemmittee. 

SCHOOL  CQMM1TTEE.-^Nathah  S.  Bas»tt>  Bbhjakiv  Maht^u^,  (G|^a]|T||.lb 
Mahtyr. 


ED  OAR  TO  WN  \  ^^^  '***P"''**^°"»  '»^^-    Valuation,  5178,305  00. 

'     *       *       c      -  Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— |n  Summer,  156— In  Winter,  181. 

(3)  Averaga  attendance  in  the  Schools— >In  Summer,  109— In  Winter,  135. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  457.— No.  of  pefspiis  under  4 

3Fears  of  age  who  attend  School,  36.— *No.  oyer  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  30. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  33  mths  21  days.— In  Summer,  21  31— In  Wioler,  12. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  1— >F.  3.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M  5— F.  1. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board — ^To  Males,  ^26  25— To  Females,  J|  14  66. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month-^f  Males,  ^9  33— Of  Females,  $b  66. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $\6  92 — Of  Females,  g^  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  th^  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $1S0. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  %\(i* 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,    .—Aggregate  of  months  kept,      .—Average  No.  of 

Scholars,     . — Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $ 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  8.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  66.-^Average  No.  of  Scholars,  2S4w— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  glpX^. 

(14)  Amount  of  Loeal  Foods,  $  w— laeooie  from  same,  $ 
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ry  of  the  U.  S. 

RnujLK»-^n  the  South  Oistriot,  ^  school  not  kept  this  year*" 

SeitECTioiTS  FROM  Report.  *  *  Your  committee  have  made  it  an  object 
v^f  primary  importance,  to  procure  capable  and  well  qualified  teachers;  but 
thv^y  exceedingly  regret  to  state  that  they  have  not,  in  every  instance,  been  suc- 
cessful. *  *  The  difficulty  of  procuring  competent  instructors,  is  one  great 
obstacle  in  elevating  the  character  of  our  schools ;  as,  for  instance,  a  person 
mav  possess  the  required  literary  qualification^,  yet  fail  to  maintain  that  order 
and  discipline,  without  which,  the  highest  attamments  in  science  and  literature 
are  completely  paralyzed ;  or,  if  he  possess  such  acquirements,  and  lack  the 
fiiculty  of  communicating  his  knowledge  to  others,  the  consequences  are  nearly 
as  injurious.  •  •  * 
^  Your  committee,  however,  feel  gratified  to  report,  that  a  respectable  and  de- 
cided improvement  has  been  made  in  nearly  all  the  schools.    *    *    * 

With  a  just  regard  for  the  wel&re  of  the  rising  generation,  the  town  district 
has,  during  the  last  year,  completed  a  neat  and  spacious  school  house,  for  which 
act  of  public  spirit  and  liberality  they  are  entitled  to  the  highest  encomiums. 
But  in  several  of  the  districts,  a  radical  reform  is  absolutely  necessary.   *   *   * 

The  want  of  suitable  apparatus,  is  another  defect  in  the  means  of  education. 
*  *  Teachers  are  obliged  to  spend  hours,  and  even  days,  in  explaining  what 
might  have  been  made  as  plain,  and  even  plainer,  with  suitable  apparatus,  in  as 
many  minutes;  and  then  the  scholar  has  not  as  good  a  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject m  the  former,  as  in  the  latter  case.  It  is  obvious,  then,  that  if  each  of  the 
districts  would  appropriate  a  small  sum  for  this  purpose,  a  great  saving  of  time 
would  be  made,  and  the  studies  of  the  scholar  made  more  agreeable  and  easy. 

The  irregular  attendance  of  scholars,  is  an  evil  of  incalculable  injury.  In 
some  instances,  the  scholar  has  been  absent  one  half  of  the  number  of  days  of 
the  term,  or  quarter.  In  such  cases,  the  parent  is  dissatisfied  because  his  child 
has  not  made  as  great  proficiency  as  children  who  have  attended  regularly ; 
the  teacher  is  charged  with  partiality,  and  the  child  irreparably  injured.  *  *  * 

Your  committee  believe  that  it  will  not  be  foreign  to  the  purposes  of  this 
report,  to  urse  the  necessity,  the  imperious  necessity,  of  increasing  the  appro- 
priation for  me  support  of  Public  Schools  the  ensumg  year.  The  increase  in 
population,  the  growing  importance  of  our  agricultural,  mechanical  and  com- 
mercial interests,  demand  at  least  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  raised 
for  the  support  of  education.  If,  as  will  be  admitted  by  all  republicans,  intelli- 
gence and  virtue  are  the  strongest  safeguards  of  our  happy  form  of  government 
and  institutions,  what  stronger  motives  can  be  urged,  to  incite  the  patriot  and 
the  philanthropist  to  support  our  Jree  schools  7  These  are  the  fountains  whence 
should  flow  the  knowledge  that  should  enlighten,  and  the  virtue  that  sho\ild 
preserve,  our  free  institutions.  If,  as  has  been  observed  by  an  eminent  man, 
**  education  is  the  cheap  defence  of  nations,"  who  will  not  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port of  that  system  which  secures  our  property,  our  lives,  and  our  liberties  ? 

Your  committee  concur  in  the  sentiment,  ^  taxes  for  the  support  of  education 
are  like  vapors,  that  rise  only  to  descend  again  to  fertilize  the  earth."  Is  it  not 
certain,  then,  that  our  contributions  for  the  support  of  Free  Schools,  will  be  re- 
paid in  a  rich  and  bountiful  harvest  ? 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.^Thsodorb  O.  Matbbw,  Hebroit  Yikcbnt,  Cobstaitt 

NORTOV. 


TT^RTTRV  i^^^  Population,  1,461 .    Valoation,  $  172,497  00. 

dIf^£fU£tlj      ....       J       Number  of  Public  Schools,  6. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools— In  Summer  216— In  Winter,  105. 
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(3)  Average  attendanee  in  the  Scbooli— In  Sammer,  16(^In  Winter,  74. 

(4)  No.  of  penoni  between  4  and  16  yean  of  age  in  the  town,  406.— >No.  of  penoni  under  4 

yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  25.->No.  over  16  yean  of  age  who  attend  School,  22. 
(fi)  Aggiegate  length  of  the  Schools,  26  mthf .  14  days.— In  Summer,  20  14— In  Winter,  6. 
(6    No.  of  Teaehen  in  Summer — ^M.  S— ^F.  2.^— No.  of  Teaehen  in  Winter— M.  2— F.  . 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month,  inelnding  board— To  Males,  f  38  00— To  Females,  f  13  SO. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month— Of  Males,  S9  0&-^f  Females,  $6  60. 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board— Of  Males,  $f4  60— Of  Females,  gl  00. 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teaehen,  board  and  fiiel,  $1^. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  l.*-Aggregate  of  months  kept,  9.— Average  number  of 

Scholan,  40.— Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  ^360. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  4. — ^Aggregate  of  months  kept,  24.— Average  No.  of  Scholan,  105.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  ^240. 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  .^-Income  from  same,  $ 

Books  usBD.r—fi(petftn£^— Webster's  and  Walker's  Dictionaries,  Emenon's  National  Spel- 
ling Book.  Reading^The  Holy  Scriptures,  Worcester's  Ist,  2d,  3d  and  4lh  Books,  Bailey's 
YounfF  Ladies*  Class  Book,  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader.  G^ommar^-Smith's.  Creography^^ 
Wooobridge's,  Smith's  and  Parley's.  ArithmeHc-~Sm\f\k*%  and  Emerson's.  All  otAere— Good- 
rich's History  of  the  U.  S.,  Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy,  Good's  Book  of  Nature,  &c. 

Selection  from  Report.  *  *  The  teachers  employed  in  the  schools 
have  given  your  committee,  (and  we  flatter  ourselves,  the  public,)  entire  satis- 
factioD.    •    •    * 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^-Jamxs  Cottle,  Edm uhd  Cottle. 
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NANTUCKE  T  \  ^^^  Population,  9,048.    Valaation,  53y895;E88  40. 

'        *       '       c        Number  of  Public  Schools,  12. 

(2)  No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools — In  Summer,  1,080— In  Winter,  1,082. 

(3)  Average  attendance  in  the  Schools — In  Summer,  993— In  Winter,  935. 

(4)  No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  in  the  town,  1,822.— No.  of  persons  under  4 

years  of  age  who  attend  School,  75. — No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  40. 
(6)  Aggregate  length  of  the  Schools,  145  mths.— In  Summer,  72  14— In  Winter,  72  14. 

(6)  No.  of  Teachers  in  Summer— M.  4— F.  22.— No.  of  Teachers  in  Winter— M.  4— F.  22. 

(7)  Average  wages  paid  per  month  including  board— To  Males,  ^64  58— To  Females,  $\\  05. 

(8)  Average  value  of  board  per  month — Of  Males,  $       — Of  Females,  $ 

(9)  Average  wages  per  month  exclusive  of  board — Of  Males,  $        — Of  Females,  $ 

(10)  Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  suppoil  of  Schools,  including  only  the  wages  of 

Teachers,  board  and  fuel,  $lfiO0. 

(11)  Amount  of  board  and  fuel,  if  any,  contributed  for  Public  Schools,  $ 

(12)  No.  of  incorporated  Academies,  1. — Aggregate  of  months  kept,  11.— Average  No.  of 

Scholars,  70.— ^Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,  $550. 

(13)  No.  of  unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept  to  prolong  Common 

Schools,  20.— Aggregate  of  months  kept,  240.— Average  No.  of  Scholars,  520.— Aggre- 
gate paid  for  tuition,  $5,650, 

(14)  Amount  of  Local  Funds,  $  . — Income  from  same,  $ 


iEneid,  Cicero's  Orations,  Jacobs'  Greek  Reader,  Greek  Testament,  Charles  XII.,  Telemaque. 
Paul  and  Virginia,  Beyer's  French  Dictionary,  Paley's  Natural  Theology,  Combe's  Intellectual 
Philosophy. 

Remaiul— 'No  estimate  is  made  of  the  value  of  board. 

Selection  from  Report.  *  *  The  committee  have  not,  in  making  their 
selections  for  teachers  and  assistants,  been  governed  by  the  parsimonious  princi- 
ple, which  would  have  dictated  the.  selection  of  a  cheap  workman ;  for  if,  in 
any  department,  the  veij  best  materials  should  be  selected,  which  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  admit,  it  is  in  that  which  relates  to  the  education,  and  conse- 
quent future  well-being  of  our  children.  If^  in  the  selection  of  officers  for  a 
maratime  enterprize,  a  judicious  owner  perceives  that  the  success  of  his  voyage 
depends  mainly  upon  an  increased  premium  for  the  best  men,  would  not  the 
town  hold  its  responsible  agents  amenable,  if  in  an  enterprize  involving  the 
highest  considerations,  and  fraught  with  consequences  a  thousand  times  out- 
weighing a  mere  pecuniary  enterprize,  they  should,  from  a  disposition  to  save 
a  few  dollars  to  the  town,  forego  the  service  of  one  whose  ability  and  persever- 
ance would  make  a  return  into  the  treasury,  of  intellect  and  moral  worth,  which 
baa  no  parallel  in  any  worldly  consideration.  When  we  take  into  view,  that 
these  institutions  are  the  nurseries  which  are  training  the  intellect  and  morals 
of  that  mass  of  human  beings,  who  are  constantly  stepping  upon  the  stage  of 
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Jife,  as  we  retire  iroi^  it,  it  iniist  iDepire  m  to  exerciM  all  our  energies,  to  im- 
prove and  render  these  nurseries  fit  frfaoes  to  rear  those  immortal  pfaints ;  that 
thev  may  be  found  budding  and  blossoming  in  the  greatest  perfection,  and  fi- 
oalJy,  putting  forth  the  choicest  fruits,  to  nourish  and  sustain  the  health  of  the 
community.  Much  has  been  done  for  education  in  this  town,  and  much  re- 
mains yet  to  be  done.  Let  the  same  lilieral  policy,  then,  be  pursued,  whicli 
has  marked  our  appropriations  for  educatiop  heretofore.    *    *    * 

• 

SCHOOL  COMMlTTEE-^Jno.  H.  Shaw,  Samuel  Mitchell,  Wm.  R.  Eastov,  Geo. 
C.  Pastridgs,  H.  F.  Edes,  D.  Jorks,  Jr.,  C.  F.  Wihslow,  EBKRXZBB^CoLSMAir. 


RECAPITULATION 


SUFFOLK    COUNTY. 


No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns,       ....  2 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,)        ......     81,984 

Valuation,  (1830,)  ......    180,244,261  25 

No.  of  Public  Schools, -  114 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  J  }°  ^P^''   ^  ;;     \\^      , 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  J  |"  wvJJJSf'^     111       9!248 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,  ...  18,54g„^^ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,         .  .  00 

Na  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    -  -  -  -  33 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,     -  -  -  11  24 

Na  of  Teachers,  (including  Su mmer  and  Winter  terms,)  5  VgmSes.      -         304 
Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board,  j  rp^  pemSes,  '    |l8  24 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  ^  ^^  pi^Ses,     -  -  1   *^  16 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  J  q^  FemSel  -    $10  08 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -         $99^58  78 

Aoiount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,^    -  (100  00 

Na  of  Incorporated  Academies,  -  -  -  -  -  00 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        ......  00 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  ......  00 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        ......  00 

Na  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     -  -        ^  -  .  .  155 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        ......       1,785 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ......       3,369 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....        $100,000  00 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  .....  $9,050  00 

Income  from  same,       -  -  -  -  -  -  ,   $502  50 

*  Tbe  amoant  of  voluntary  contribations  ii  for  Chelseai  only. 


462  RECAPITULATION. 


ESSEX    COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns,       ....  27 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,) 93,689 

Valuation,  (1890,) $24,335^985  57 

No.  of  Public  Schools,  ......         277 

No.of  ScholaraofallagesinaUtheSchools,^^^!^"®^'  ;;  I     l^^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  I J  5?U?SI^''     I           -I  iS 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,             ...  23,177  >  I 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,          -           .  559  \ . 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    ....  728     { 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,      •           -           -  7  21 

c  Males.  .  234 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  <  pgm^es.      -         314 

Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board,  |  ,j,^  FemSes,  I    lu  38 

Average  value  ofboard  per  month,  I  g{g^«J^'^^        I  I  ]     g  J^ 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  )  q^  FemSes  -      15  87 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  lor  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -  $56,075  59 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,       -  $123  62 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  .....  14 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        --.-..         132 
Average  number  of  Scholars,  -  .  .  •>•  .  -         566 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....  $9,179  00 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .....         215 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       .....  1,820  34 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  .  .  .  .  .  .       4,812 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....  $37,700  56 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  .....  $9(^587  06 

Income  from  same,       ......  $1,52694 


RECAPITULATION.  463 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  RetunM»       ....  46 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,) 96,565 

Valuation,  (1830,) (31,188,609  00 

No.  of  Public  Schools, -         398 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  J  ^  wSter ''  I  I     ^34 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  5  j^  wintT^'     I  "  I     17^ 

Na  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,            ...  S5^465  ^ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,         -           -  1,501    ' 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,   -           .           .           .  3,161 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,    -           -           -  7  16 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  <  ^ei^eB^     -         522 

Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board,  5  ,j,^  PemSei  -    |l2  80 

€  Of  Males.         -  -  -      ft9  22 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  I  Qf  p^^5^^     ^  ,  .     $6  00 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  J  q^  Females',  -      f6  79 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schoola^  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fiiel,     -  -         $78,970  01 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,      •  (343  50 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  .....  16 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        ......  170  3-4 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  .  .  -  -  -  -         667 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        -      ^     -  -  -  -         (11,484  00 

No.  of  Unineorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .....         150 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        .....  805  1-12 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  -       .     -  -  -  -  2,531  3-8 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       .....         (19,791  89 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,         .....         (21,536  33 

Income  from  same,       -      *     -  -  -  -  -  (1,245  67 


464  RECAPITULATION. 


WORCESTER   COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  wfaich  have  made  Retumi,       ....  54 

Papulation,  (May  1, 1837,) 05,044 

¥a]iialion,  (1880.) fWJBdM^l  03 

No.  of  Public  Schools, -  529 

No.  of  Scholars  of  aU  ages  In  all  the  Schooh,  J  ^  ^™^^^^  '     ^^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  5  j[^^4^^«'i     '  -  "     J^ 

Na  of  persons  between  4  and  16  jears  of  age,            ...  94,775 

No«  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  Scfaooly        •           -  1,780 

NOi  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    •           -           -           «  2,905 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,     •           •           -  5  11 

Na  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  term%)  <  pi!!!^es      -         ^^ 

Ave«gew.g«Bp«idpermouth.incI«dii«b««l.|ToM^^    '     I   g!  J§ 

Avewg*  value  of  board  per  month,  j  g{  gf^^    :  :  I     {5  § 

Average  wage,  per  UH^d^ezclpah,  of  boanl.  5  gfSSSei  I   *ii  S 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  fi>r  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fiiel,     -  •         f5£s066  43 

Amount  of  board  and  fiiel  contributed  for  PuUic  Schools,      -  9S»456  25 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  -.*•«.  8 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       -  -  -  •  ••-•  76 

Average  number  of  Scbt^ars,  ---•••  377 
Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       .  -  .  *  •  $5^364  07 

No.  of  Unineorporated  Academies,  Private  Sehoob^  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .  *  »  .  •  153 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,  .-.•«•  54634 
Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ....,«  3,679 
Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       .  .  .  •  •         $11,760  51 

Amount  of  Local  Funds, $24,157  09 

Income  flom  same,  -  -  $1,418  &f 


\ 


RECAPITULATION.  466 


HAMPSHIRE    COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Retuins,        .  •  .  •  2B 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,)         -  -  -  -  -  -     30,413 

Valuation,  (1830,)  -  -  -  -  -  -      $Ss603,855  87 

No.  of  Public  Schools, 307 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Soho<rfs,  j  }^  ^te^'  -  -       7^ 

1  I         .      1     £•  r     1    ^  In  Summer.     -  -  -       4,994 

Average  attendance  m  the  Schools,  <  ^^  winter        -  -  -       6,159 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,             -  -  .  8,545^ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,  -  -         49^ 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    -           -  -  -         651 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,    -  -  -  6  17 

c  Mfdes  -  126 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  I  pg^jjeg^     _         2^ 

..  .u  •    1  J-      u      J  <  To  Males,  -  -    $23  15 

Average  wages  paid  per  month,  uicluding  board,  ^  ^^^  Females,  -    $11  83 

« ,       ,  *u  S  Of  Males,         -  -  -      $7  07 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  ^  ^^  Females,     -  -  -     $5  73 

*u        1    •     «^  K^ -J  S  Of  Males,      .  -    $16  08 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  ^  ^^  Females,  -     $6  05 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,      -  -  $18,444  96 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,     -  $5453  67 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  -----  7 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        ------  69 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  ------         440 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        -----  $6,650  00 

No.  of  Uninc<Mrporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Sehools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     -----  51 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        -  -       x    -  -  -  -  166  4-6 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,         ------       1,110 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        -----  $3^18  03 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  -----  $8,220  00 

InconEie  from  same,       ------  $40859 


69 


466  RECAPITULATION. 


HAMPDEN   COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns,        -  -  -  -  IS 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,) 33,627 

Valuation,  (1830,) $6,548,342  20 

No.  of  Public  Schools, 214 

* 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  j  ^  ^^™®'''  "  "       |^^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  | }°  w^^^'     -  -  -       6^    I 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,  ...  9,336  -^ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,         -  -  381 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    ....  661 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,    -  -  -  7  15 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  <  pi^J^La  I  oqq 

Average  wages  paid  per  momh,toclud«.glK«rd.  I  To  M^-j^  -    ^g 

f  Of  Males.  -         7  04 

Average  value  of  hoard  per  month,  J  ^^  pemales,    I  -  ^        5  80 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  J  qL  Femalea.  -      ^  ^ 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -       .  $17,775  21 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,      -  $5,990  45 

No  of  Incorporated  Academies,  .....  4 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       -  -  -  -  -  -      41 1-4 

Average  number  of  Scholars,   ......  437 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....  $6^685  82 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .....  37 

AggregBte  of  mouths  kept,       ......    18O  1-2 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ----..  781 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....  $2,935  00 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  .....  $62,657  48 

Income  from  same,       ......  $3,996  22 


RECAPITULATION.  467 


FRANKLIN    COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns,        -  -  -  -  24 

Population,        --------     27,607 

Valuation,          .-.---.     $5,285,511  50 
No.  of  Public  Schools, 234 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  j  \^  wi^tTr''   "  -       8 134 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  J  J°  ^j™!^^'''      :     .       _"  I       ^^ 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,             -  -  -  7,936  pC^ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age  who  attend  School,  -  '  -         401 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    -           -  -  -          905 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,     -  -  -  5  19 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  <  p™fjeg  I  307 

Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board,  5  ,j,^  Femdes  -    |ll  53 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  J  g{  J^*J^«^^^^     I  [  I     }?  S 

*u         1    •       r  u      J  S  Of  Males,  -  -    $15  68 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  J  q^  Females,  -      $6  04 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  virages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,      -  -  $13,937  82 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,      -  $5,841  30 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  -  -  -  -  -  6  * 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        -  -  -  -  -  -     58  3-4 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  -  .  -  .  -         216 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        -----  $3^890  00 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     -----  36 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       -  .  .  -  .  109  13-24 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ------  705 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        -----  $3,661  00 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  -  .  -  .  .  $8,121  33 

Income  from  same,       --..-.-  $474  63 


468  RECAPITULATION. 


BERKSHIRE   COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns,       ....  29 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,) 38,724     ; 

Valuation,  (1830.) $6,695,059  22     , 

No.  of  Public  Schools, 234 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  \  ^  wSte^'  '  -       81^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  J  j°  ^™™®'^'     III       5^^ 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,            ...  9,204  ^| 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,        -           -  331 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,   -           -           -           -  518     | 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,     -           -           -  6  27     | 

c  Males.      -  166 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  <  i^m^oa  .  285 

Avenge  wageap^d  person*,  including  b«a«,.;Ka^     '  J   gf  i 
Avenge  value  of  bo«d  per  »oa.h,  5  Of  M^^^^     ;  -  ;     g|     , 

Average  wages  per  mon.h,  exclusive  of  board,  \  gf  ^^^  [   •}*  « 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -  $15,747  25 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schqols,      -  $8,494  81 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  -  -  -  -  -  5 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       -  •  -  -  -  -      38 1-2 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  .-.---  174 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....  $^,238  00 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .....  56 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       ......   S58  3-4 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ......  863 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....         $10,781  90 

Amount  of  Local  Funds, $20,171  34 

Income  from  same,       ......  $1,408  49 


RECAPITULATION.  469 


NORFOLK    COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns^        ....  33 

PbpuktioB,  (May  1, 1837,)         -  -  -  -        -  -  •     50,399 

Valuation,  (1830,) $10,239411  09 

No.  of  Public  Schools, -         188 

Na  of  Scholare  of  aU  ages  in  all  the  School  H^  ^JIJ^®'*'   "  ;;     jj^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  J  j^  wi^teT^'     III       82ff7 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,             «           ^  -  12,930  <r\ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,          -  -  638 

Na  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    ...  -  656 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,     -           -  -  7  36 

Na  of  Teachers,  (including  Shimmer  and  Winter  terms,)  <  ^.^gi^^^ies       '-         225 
Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board,  \  rp^  FemSes,  I    |^  83 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  J  gf  KSes,    "-  -  -      fS  11 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  5  q^  Fein5e&  I      $7  76 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -  $36,145  00 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,      7  -   $44  00 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  -  -  -  -  .  4* 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        -  -  -  -  *  -     33  1-3 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  -  -  -  .  •  «         180 

AggtegatQ  paid  for  tuition,        -..--.       3,350 
No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     ...  -  -  85 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       -...--  6373-4 
Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ......       1,992 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....         $13,763  39 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  .....         $71,448  84 

Income  from  same,       -  -  -  -  -  -  $3,973  18 

*  Last  year,  the  towu  of  Rozbury  retarned  three  Incorporated  Academies.  This  year,  the 
Committee  say  there  is  none,  "  last  year's  Return  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding/'  This  ac- 
counts for  the  material  differences,  under  this  head;  between  the  present,  and  the  last  Abstract. 


470  RECAPITULATION. 


BRISTOL    COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  RetuniBi       .  -  -  -  18 

Population,  (May  1, 1837j)         -  -  -  -  -  -     55,950 

Valuation,  (1830,) (10,932,474  33 

No.  of  Public  Schools, 246      { 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  J  ^  wint^r,'^'   •  '         '-      U^ 

Average  attendance  in  tiie  Schools,  j  }^  w^tTr  *"•     I  I  I       |io5 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,             -           -  -  14,704  '^ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,          -  ^  572 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    ...  -  809 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,      -           -  -  5  21 

c  Males.  -  208 

No.  of  Teachers,  (incl uding  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  j  pgm^es.      -  255 

Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board,  5  ,p^  Females,  "    $13  11 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  j  g{  ?em5es,        '-  -  "      S  S 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  <  Qn  pg Jffjgg  I      ^  aq 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,      -  -  $32,855  81 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,       -  $3,933  73 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  -  ...  .  .  4 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        .  -  .  -  -  -     43  1-2 

Average  number  of  Scholars,   ......  197 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....  $4,620  00 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .....  152 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        .....  731  3-10 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ......       3,431 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       .....  $14,519  72 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  -  .  -     .      .  .  $1,000  00 

Income  from  same,       ......  $110  00 


RECAPITULATION.  471 


PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns,        -  -  -  -  ^1   . 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,) 46,lsJ53 

Valuation,  (1830,) $7,576,932  06 

No.  of  Public  Schools, 250 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  <  j^  Winter  '   -  -     10982 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools, }  j^  winter  '      -  -  -  7,946 

No.  ofpersons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,             -  -  -  12,392   t)C^ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,  -  -  490 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    -           -  -  -  797 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,    -  -  -  7  3 

f  Males  -  191 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,) }  Females,      -         291 

^  .     ,    ,.      ,       ,  S  to  Males,  -  -    $29  01 

Average  wages  paid  per  month,  mcluding  board,  J  rj^^  Females,  -    $12  84 

ru      A  *v,  S  Of  Males,         -  -  -      $8  46 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  ^  q^  Females,     -  -  -      $5  61 

1    •       fv^/SOf  Males,  -  -    $20  55 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  ^  q^.  Females,  -      $7  32 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -  $29,901  10 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,      -  $3,068  41 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  -----  5 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        -  -  -  -'-  -50  1-4 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  -  -  -  -  -    •       "  *^^ 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        -----  $3,212  70 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     -----  76 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        -  -  -  -  -  -  462 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ------       1,574 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        -----  $6,850  80 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  -----  $730  00* 

Income  from  same,       ------  $30  00 

*  The  difference  in  the  "  Amount  of  Local  Funds/'  in  the  County  of  Plymouth,  between 
this  Abstract  and  the  last,  is  occasioned  by  the  fact,  that  in  the  last  year's  Return  of  the  town 
of  Bridgewaler,  the  Surplus  Revenue  (appropriated  to  the  support  of  Schools,)  was  included 
under  that  head. 


47S  REOAPITULATION. 


BARNSTABLE    COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Retunia,       -  •  -  -  13 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,) 31,109     i 

ValuatioB,  (1830,)          -           -           -           -     .      -           -     13,500,000  00 
No.  of  Public  Schools, 158 

No.  of  Scholars  of  aU  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  \  £  ^ntwT'  -  -       S^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  j  [^  ^H^^^®"^'     "  ;;  "       |^ 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  yearn  of  age,            ....  9,447  ^ 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  Sch(M>l,        *•           -  615 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,    .           -           .           •  994 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,     -           -           -  ^  ^     1 

Na  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  ^p^'J^^^        ^  joo 

Average  wages  pud  per  month,  includmg  board,  J  ,j,°  FemSes,  -    ^  97 

Average  value  of  board  per  momh,  j  gj  g^«^;^^^^^    [  \  I      £i     | 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  \  q^  FemSes^  -    ^  14 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -  $14^250  28 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,      -  (Vll  00 

No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  .....  3 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        ...-••  22 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  -  -  -  -  -    .       -  88 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       -  -  -  -  •  $775  00 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .....  106 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       ......  489 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ......       2,859 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....  9^^372  50 

Amount  of  Local  Funds, $1,400  00 

Income  from  same,      ......  $84  00 


RECAPITULATION.  473 


DUKE'S   COUNTY. 

No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Returns,        ....  3 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,) 3,785 

Valuation,  (1830,) $534,166  75 

No.  of  Public  Schools, 16 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the  Schools,  j  1°  ^^^^•''  I  [         ^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  J  ^  wSter ''     I  I  I         ^ 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,  ...         994   ^^' 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,        -           -  66 

No.  over  16  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,  ...           -  76 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,    -           -           -  4  17 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  \  ^f^^  I  ^J 

Average  wages  pdd  per  month,  including  board,  j  To  Ma^^^  .    $30  75 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  j  g{  g*^^^     I  I  .'      $5  S 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  <  q^  pgmaies.  -    ^^  56 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -  $1,893  00 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,      -  -    $10  00 

Na  of  Incorporated  Academies,  .....  1 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,      ......  9* 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  ......  40 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        ......  $360  00 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .  .  •  .  -  16 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       ......  99 

Average  Na  of  Scholars,  -  -  -  -  -  -         409 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,        .....  $2^10  00 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ...... 

Income  from  same,       -  -  -  -  • 
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474  RSCAPITVM^TJON. 


NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 

{^o.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Uetunu^       .           .           «>           -  1 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,)         ......  9,048 

Valuation,  (1830,) #3,895^88  40 

No.  of  Public  Schools,  -----'•-  12 

Na  of  Scbolan  of  yi  agM  in  afl  the  Schools,  H^  llj?^^^      I          I  \;^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Sehools,jg^^^'     I          I          I  ^ 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,            ...  IfSU 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  Schoolf        .           «>  75 

No.  over  16  years  of  age  who  attend  School,   -           .           •           •  40 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,     .           -           •  12 

No.  of  Teacher8,(inc)uding  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  <  jp*^^^,      2  44 


.  914  00* 
-    $600* 


A  .  J  1    .     I  J.      t-      J  ^  To  Males,  -    964  58 

Average  wages  paid  per  month,  mcludmg  board,  <  jt^  F^nwies,       -    fll  05 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  \  q^  FeiiiSes,    -  * 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  <  q^  FVjiSes,       -     1^  05 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schopls  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -  97,000  00 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  public  SchooUi^ 
No.  of  Incorporated  Academies,  .....  1 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,        ......  U 

Average  number  of  Scholars,  ......  70 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       ......  9^^  ^ 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools^  and  Sphool^  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .....  20 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       ......  240 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  ......  520 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       .....  9^650  00 

Amount  of  Local  Funds,  ...... 

Income  from  same,       ....... 

*  No  return  was  made,  the  present  year,  of  the  value  of  board  of  either  males  or  females, 
in  this  County.  The  blanks  have  been  filled  by  the  amount  relumed  last  year,  under  the  cor- 
respondingly heads.  This,  if  not  exactly  correct,  must  be  nearly  so;  and  it  will  be  readily  seen 
that  the  aggregate  would  be  erroneoosiy  affected  if  the  omission  were  not  supplied. 


AGGREGATE. 


No.  of  Towns  which  have  made  Retunis,        -  -  -  -         301 

Population,  (May  1, 1837,)         -  -       '   -  -  -  -  696,197 

Valuation,  (1830,) $207,404,358  26 

No.  of  Public  Schools, 3,072 

No.  of  Scholars  of  all  ages  in  dl  the  Schools,  j  J2  g^i^^^^^^   ^  [  }g^ 

Average  attendance  in  the  Schools,  5  J^  wi'ntSr*      -  -  I  IH*^ 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  of  age,            ...  179,268 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,         -           -  7,844 

No.  over  16  years  of  age,  who  attend  School,  ....  11,834 

Average  length  of  the  Schools  in  months  and  days,     -           -           •  7  10 

No.  of  Teachers,  (including  Summer  and  Winter  terms,)  j  p^^ies,      -       3  ^ 
Average  wages  paid  per  month,  including  board,  |  .j.^  FemSesi  -    f^  75 

Average  value  of  board  per  month,  j  gf  FemSes,     -'  -'  I      S  ^ 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  board,  <  q^  FenSles,       -      96  89 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  including 

only  the  wages  of  Teachers,  board  and  fuel,     -  -        9477,221  24 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  for  Public  Schools,      -  (37,269  74 

No;  of  Incorporated  Academies,  .....  78 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       -  -  -  -      '    -  -        7551 

Average  number  of  Scholars,   ..----       3,701 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       .....  (57,458  59 

No.  of  Unincorporated  Academies,  Private  Schools,  and  Schools  kept 

to  prolong  Common  Schools,     .....       1,306 

Aggregate  of  months  kept,       ......      8,324 

Average  No.  of  Scholars,  -  -  -  ....  .     28,635 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition,       .....        $241,114  20 

Amount  of  Local  Funds, $321,079  65 

Income  from  same,       ......  $15,27089 
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INDEX. 


calet /or,  Ml.    See 

Aceompluhmenti,  ao  calJed,  149. 

AcenncT,  S19.    See  Stadia. 

Adniiwora  Id  achooli,  136,  Wk 

Air,  qnanlitj  of,  breaUMd,  397.  In  Stale  Pri- 
■  M,4DI.     8m  VcTitaalim. 

AmuwmeDU,  eSecU  af,  on  ichaols,  148,  1S3. 

AppBratm  for  whools.S,  19, 47, 61, 68, 96, 97, 
114, 116,  ISI,  lU,  138,  141,  IX,  168,  169, 
191, 199,  Srr,  SSI,  385,  303,  SSe,  398,  410, 
^407.  PurehaMd,95.fi9  10&,141.  Ki- 
uibulioD  and  eichuige  of,  G6.  Law  nulhor- 
iziug  (Hirchue  of,  911 

Appropcintioni.     See  Moneu. 

Aiilhmelie,  11,  391,  391,  4)3,414.  On  mea- 
tal,  11.    Nepatbag  reading  and  ipelliog 

Al  IS,  18, 

,W,61, 
18,  119, 
%,.18I, 
\6,  161, 
)6,  34S, 
»,  391, 
16,  41T, 
54,  457, 

reipecling,  35.     CompolBion  mpectiai 

66,  380.   See  A&ieiKe,  and  Pmebialiti 

AuentioD,  on  luilaiDing,  in  recilationa,  4J 


7  59.61,119,  117,166, 


Bscki,  Hnd  wiihoat,  64,  190,  101,  306,  391 

Put  to  Mati,  64.     See  8caU. 
BaJJi  condemned,  143, 1 63. 
Bella  OD  achoalbousea,  391. 
Bible.    See  Bcriplui 
BlHCkbDBrda,  16.19, ->., 

189,194,107,226,371, 

bv  tbe  UH  of,  119.    pBlnline  sides  of  the 

houB  for,  194. 
Bliada  Toe  nboolhooiei,  148. 
Board  of  Education,  7, 10, 11, 16,  17,  SO,  35, 

39, 94. 116,  lie,  161, 187, 183,188.  311,  313, 


Booka,  aetaciion  of,  for  achoola.  10,  « 
Waulof  naifomiiLyia,  10, 16,ie,S1,a,,^, 
99,110,  114,  131,  158,  176,  191,  tlS,  SS8, 
(36,  WO,  Me,  151,176,  197,  E9S,  301,  ST" 
.306,310,316,328,311,  343,  366,  371,  3 
379,383.388,410,416,417,135,150.  Bou] 
let  icbolan  and  lefl  witli  teacbert,  £4,     I 
portaaoa  of  luitabla,  17.    Introdnelion 


19,36.  Oeeaaional  inlmduclion  at  new,  53. 
Deficieney  of,  69, 77,  93, 176,  332,  S61,  378, 
410.  ChEmna  of,  78,  93,  IM,  116,  36L 
Defeeta  in  the  reading,  106, 317.  Children 
kept  from  tebool  for  went  of,  118.  DefecU 
in  Ibe  law  reapeeling,  155.  Introduction  of, 
by  teacbere,  168,  ®6,  188,  446.  Want  of 
luitable,  169,  301.  Ltal  of,  Rcommeaded, 
176,  170.  Depeailoriea  for,  106,  114,  366. 
Od  providing,  190,  193,  301,  413.    List  of 

SreBCnbed,  printed,  fratned,  and  diilribuled, 
10.    DefeeumlbeBpellinir,433.    Putniab- 
ed,443. 
BojB.    See  Bcholan. 


Catda,  un  of,  by  scbolan  36. 

Central  aehooli,  propnaed,  111.    On  adnia- 

aion  to,  HO.    See  Town  SchooU. 
Cbewing  tobacco  in  achoolhouaea,  446. 
Claaa  booki.    See  Booi: 
Clastea,  80,  SS),  SIl,  191,  400.    On  keeping 

up  the  attention  of,  439. 
Clergy,  visiting  of  schools  by,  10.    On  pay. 

ing,  for  viaiting  seboola,  S66. 
Clot£lng,  want  of,  for  uholan,  US,  336,  401. 
Colleges,  49,  T68,  376. 
Comtnon  school  libiaciea.    Sea  Behool  Hbra- 

CammoD  acboola  ahcnild  not  be  taught  eiclu- 

6,  69, 
I,  166, 
i,  179, 


tarbauces,   18,118.     __  .    

feelinea  reapeeling,  18,  67,  144.  Vigilance 
aato,I3.  Importance  of,  13, 14, 15,  49, 61, 
67,  74,  81,  84,  94,  153,  157,  S67,  170,  181, 
316.318,319,  311,  330,  334,  336,  339,  375, 
385,413,431,455.  Objectiont  to  ibe.lawi 
respeclinj,  answered,  17, 18, 166.  Great  ob- 
iecl  of  the  ayslem  of,  11.  Keeping  children 
from,  45,  539,  336,  337,  464.  Last  part  of, 
the  moit  valuable.  46, 139.  241.  On  a  union 
of,  48, 146.  ail,  SS8, 181,  311,  360, 373,  381, 
399,405,419,433,436.    Tm  abort,  50, 109, 


478 


INDEX. 


174,  199,  961.    On  work  in,  69,  ^  149. 
At  the  Poor  H<N>se.68.    Tc  >  large,  77, 100, 


ID,  106, 107, 121, 13l',  168,176, 177, 188, 198, 
257.  Valae  of  annual  reports  respecting, 
111,  141.  Dependence  of  ffood,  on  the  peo- 
ple of  the  disuict,  lid.  118.    On  discofltla- 


143.  No  need  of  seetarianisn*  in,  143.    In 
equality  of  the  length  of,  in  the  same  town, 

144.  The  summer,  not  sufficiently  prised, 
148.  Plans  for  visiting,  159,232, 247.  Laws 
respecting,  165.  Importance  of  good  sum- 
mer, 171,  186.  Plan  proposed  respecting, 
212.  Low  standard  of,  2^4,  260, 273.  De- 
pendence of  a  town's  character  on.  230,424. 
buperinteodent  of,  in  Springfield, '253»  254, 
255.  On  classification  in,  266.  On  diffieul 
ties  in,  257.  Neglect  of,  for  philanthropic 
objects,  260.  Withdrawing  childrea  from, 
for  private  schools,  261.  Not  officially  vis- 
ited, 266.  Manners  in,  275,  277,  365.  On 
small,  284.  On  reading  the  law  respecting, 
in  town  meetinn,  291.  On  causes  of  diflfer- 
ence  in,  294, 430.  For  families  employed  on 
the  Western  rail-road,  298.  Neglect  to 
notify  respecting  the  opening  and  close  of, 
307.  Particulars  of  one  of  the,  in  Lenoi, 
31 1, 312.  On  the  introduction  of  vety  smaU 
children  into,  322, 370.  Too  little  explana- 
tion and  illustration  in,  322. 325, 390.  Re- 
publican, 362,  385.  Brancnes  formerly  aot 
taught  in,  413.  Lectures  in,  434.  Kepi  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  teachers,  444.  See 
H^h  SchoolSf  Iiuubordinationf  Parents. 
PrudentiaL  CommUUUf  SclwlarSf  Sckool 
CommiUeeif  and  Teachers. 

Composition,  in  schools,  64,  413. 
Corporal  punishment.    See  PusUshm^U^ 
County  School  Convention,  289, 

D. 

Dancing  parties^  efifects  of,  on  leholars,  148, 

153. 
Definitions,  51, 246, 328.    See  Words. 
Desks  in  schoolhouses,  67, 286, 289, 303,  308, 

392,420. 
Discipline,  74.  Importaoee  of,  204.  Q99  School 

Oovemment. 
Dull  scholars,  64, 73. 

E. 

Education,  importance  of,  8,  23,  43,  94,  112, 
164, 232, 271,  277,  282,  293,  307,  315,  321, 
352, 375, 386. 397, 421 .  Should  be  moral  as 
well  as  intellectual,  15, 48, 77, 95, 143. 194. 
Duty  respecting,  23.  Remarks  on.  65.  344, 
360,  370.  The  object  and  end  of,  66, 133. 
physical,  85.  Extensive  signification  of,  94. 
Washington  on^  167.  Two  plans  for  furnish- 
ing, 206. 

Encouragement  of  soholars,  64. 

Evening  schools.  206. 

Examinations  of  schools,  absence  of  scholars 
from,  5, 51, 56, 134, 217, 318, 352, 408.  Of  all 
the  schools  in  town  should  be  made  by  the 
tame  committee,  10.  Attendance  of  parents 
at,  19, 51, 75, 79, 85, 91, 106, 122,  m,  147, 


168, 160, 182, 193,  230,  351,  362,  ^96,  414, 
425,  427.  Scholars  eager  to  attend,  59. 
Modes  of  conduciing,  93,  137,  328,  341. 
Scholars  withdrawn  from,  by  parents,  135. 
Oi  th4  reporting  of,  in  open  town  meeting, 
352 

Examinations  of  teachers,  17,  33,  45,  63,  56, 
124, 132, 182,  192,  198,  229,  275,  277,  283, 
297, 326, 351 ,  388, 407, 412, 419.  In  a  class 
turether,  18.  Should  not  be  confined  to 
what  is  required  by  the  statute,  58.  Pru- 
dential committees  should  attend,  166, 183. 
Second  presentation  for,  168.  Teachera 
embarrasced  daring  the,  113.  Ry-iaws  su- 
specting, ^8. 

Explttnauont  of  words  aa4  teiUi,51, 246, 3(28. 

F. 

Female  teacheia,  in  the  winter  and  l^poucb  the 
year,  8, 76, 1 14, 145, 147, 182, 216,  23^^, 
265, 418, 419, 425.  Roeommendecl,  35,  48, 
76,  HI.  114,  147,  288,  287,  333,  353,  35S, 
368,  m,  394,  400,  403,  405,  413.  Simmss 
of,  38,  69.  On  committing  the  younger 
scholars  to,  72.  Paid  by  sabieripiion,  83. 
Employment  of.  85, 116. 164.  GovaoiaMDt 
by,  168.    On  aelacting,  186. 

Fractions,  413. 

French,  a  smattering  of,  149. 

Fuel,  200, 281, 290, 321, 332, 4ia 

G, 

Geogtapby,  205, 413, 450. 
OovemmenU    See  BehooL  Ckntmmetd. 
Governments,  on  studies  raspectbg,  in  schools. 

Grammars,  10, 205, 365, 413,  460,  468.    ¥ot« 

respecting,  449. 
GoaidiMs^    See  ParmUs, 

H. 

Health,  impaired  by  panishmentit  65.  Im- 
paired ia  sehooihouses,  77, 84^  190, 198, 263, 
283,284. 

High  Schools,  Private,  evil  effiscts  of,  on  Com- 
mon Schools,  47.  205,  254,  261,  362,  385. 
See  Common  ScnoolSf  and  Totpn  Schools. 

Hubbard,  Mr.,  oommonicatioo  by,  ~ 

Humphrey,  HeflBaa,  370.  ^ 


IiUeness  in  schools,  60. 

Instructors.    See  Teachers.^ 

Instmctiott,  not  sufficiently  addressed  lo  the 
understanding,  118.  Formal  and  mechani- 
cal, 118.  Thorough  elementary,  indispeBSB- 
ble,  145.    See  Studies. 

Insubordintttioa  of  scholars,  4, 70,91, 107, 108, 
158, 176, 177,  183,  184,  198.  See  Common 
Schools,  School  Oovemmsntf  and  Tcodbsrr. 

Intelligence,  coanectioa  of  morality  and,  T7, 
95, 143, 146. 

Interest  in  study,  the  great  object  of  the 
er  to  prooMte,  102. 

Intermisiions  and  recesses,  85, 117, 3»I& 

L. 

Laws,  on  soslaiai^g  tike,  102. 
LcM:iw«»,<opMKnVi^48.    I»iahool%4Mk 


IHDEX. 


1,  131,  173.  ITO,  187.  I9fi,  S7i, : 


3W,  36^,  371,  38^,  44£, 

S75,  377,  aa.    Hue  Moralily. 
Haouruiurinr  eilBbliabBiealu,  Ihe  lefaoolinr  of 

ctatldren  aniplDyed  in,  lU,  425,  433. 
Maanug  af  words,  eiplsnauoD  of  tbt,  SI,  68. 

Un  accutae;  in  ihr,  lOS.    See  Df/iiilfiani. 

•mu<y,  HOT  «  «e  »        eiercHe     in  pupi  i, 

Meiial  diicipliiw,  irquia'rLe  in  lesebert,  IM. 
Hoiiey,*al£edi>lribuiioflDr,S,  1!,  I4fi,  IS4, 
Sll,iH,tS0,23l,ie7,30fi,a73,  38S.    Dis- 


13,  304,  431.  On  appropriailoni  of,  for 
•eWb,  SO.  S 1 ,  13,  3S,  37,  39, 46, 48, 68, 72, 
76,  8S,  86, 101, 103,  147,  IfiS,  16$,  169,  139, 
191,  raa,  130,  831,  E9I,  307,  319,  3.15,  3fii, 
363,368,383,397,431,457.  Approprislion 
of,  for  DHDK,  r«]uested,  88.  Ou  diiUibuL 
ing,  MCDrdine  la  Khalsn,  £76,  3!3.  Ap- 
poniuBinent  of,  according  lo  ihe  eSbrla  of 
districts,  316.  Paid  lo  aiiapprobaied  leecb- 
en,  441.  Hiaappropiialion  ar,  441. 
Moraliiv.ieacbiiigor,in»choc.l,,G,16,4*,198, 
8,3n,M3,  366,  403,  414,  4S0,  4S8. 


:ofin«ion  or'iniBlltgfnce  awl,  7^,  95! 
:.  WBtcb<ngover<icholin',146.   Im- 


Neglect  lo  Itaeb,  16, 143, 184,'£37,2 

376.    Cofinciion  or  inlBlI- ' 

143,146.  Watcbingovari . 

porlanee  of,  in  laacfaen,  173.    Evil  orkno 
edge  wJibout,  Kl. ,  See  Tiachiri. 

HMtirn,  iatemi  o{,  in  icbools,  484, 4fS. 

Uusic  ia  Hskooli,  E4,  8S,  SS],  !84,  31!.  Ap- 
ptoprialioo  for,  requeued,  82.  MBybeleamt 
by  all,  SSI.    EtfecUDf,?21. 


Needleiroik  ia  ubooli,  eoiKlciniied.Sg,  9!,  146. 

Noimal  8clKwli,39,69,103,  ISO,  125, 1!6, 149, 

I6S,  173,117.    Sobicriplioa  for,  ia  riymouih 

CouDiy,  1S6. 


Parenli  ancl  Euardianii,  coapeiaiion  o 
43, 45, 64,  M,  67,  66, 73, 76,  79,  86, ! 
ISO,  IS7, 140,  142,  146,  149,  156,  1( 
167, 178, 187, 191,  SI9,  K3,  S!6,  tt 
190,311,341,359,  394,  398,  405,  « 
447.    Influence  of,  an  a  lebool,  4,1! 
46,48,66,66,  71,  74,  79,  87,  90,  li 
m,  130, 131, 156,  158,  164,  170,  Si 
Should  not  GaeDUraie  complai 
ohildreo,  4,131.     Vi^iiiig  ofie 
17, 19, 33, »,  34,  47,  48,  51 ,  64, 
IM,  106, 107.  ISO,  Its,  1!4,  12 
165,198,159,171,  17E,  189,  19 
SI  I,  ne,  SS8, 13!,  f35,  !43,  M 
847,  «70, 271, 274,  T>9,  !80,  S9 
339,  334, 337, 343,  345,  351,  36 
869,370,319.381,  384,  393,  33 
416, 435, 4!7, 419,  43S,  439,  44 
n  of,  aa  lo  acbDoli,  15 


46, 47,  S4,  66, 69, 74,  90, 106, 130, 139,  141, 
149, 165, 166, 167,  170,  172,  MS,  S71,  274, 
279,391, 198,  301,  302,  311,  318,  333,  334, 
337,  376,  379, 381,  396,  406,  410,  419,  444, 

leacheri.  £9,  124,  143,  156,  15B.  Weeklv 
rapoits  lo,  35,  80.  ijhootd  compel  nlleud- 
linceDfchildien,37,66,380.  ChUdirn  Lepl 
aihDmeby,46,S39,336,337.454.  Leeiurei 
lo,  48.  Should  have  (riendly  intairiewi 
wilh  teacher)  reapeetingdiOiculiiet, 62.    Ne- 

lol  nuiiiihmi>nt  is  disii%ed.  56.'  Inlarference 
of,  73,  88, 155, 191,  203.  204,  241,  275,  279, 
£90,297,300,320,337,311,346,437.   Shnuld 

90,132,170.  aiieiiio°nvio,9B.  Sbould  urge' 
ihe  obedieuee  of  ilieii  children,  132.    Cbikl- 


II  or  scfaolen  broken  up  by,  158.    In- 


Common  Schools,  312. 
Parlialily  inlclinol9,64. 
Pailiidge,  George,  bequesi  of,  415. 
Pay  of  ichonl  cnnnnlUoea,  8,  176,  266,  268. 
PlyniDUIb  C»unly,  Mormal  School  in,  425. 
"--Ttinachonli,  16,16,206. 

le  Scbouls.    See  Hirh  Schaiti. 

neneu,  rebuked,  415. 


Prud 


1,171. 


S79,'38a,441,455.     On  coflpera- 


Tbe  viiliini' ofschoolg  by,S42.    Ignoranlar 
thela«,25l.    Tardini-si  of,  261,  m    Non- 

ST3,319.    Sueeeslieni  as  lo  reporu  by,  STt! 
Should  not  conlracl  before  teachers  are  ei- 
amiaed,  3S7,  367, 405.    See  Tiachert. 
■fiissla,  no  leciBrienisin  in  ibe  achonlj  of,  143. 
School]  of,  198.    Children  in,  compelled  to 


aii,!S6.  See  AUmdaiae^ 
•unithmenlB,  46,  66,  67,  66.  76,  76,  107,  132, 
156,279,280,365,367.  Voieson,65.  FaeU 
retjieeliRC,  66  Certain  kinds  a(,  condemn- 
ed, 65.  Prohibition  of.  imrporal,  81.  See 
Bduiol  Ootxnmmt,  end  Tmeheri. 


fUil-road,  school  fni  ramtlies  employed  on  tlw 
Weneni,  S98 

iteading,  63, 106,  S04, 242, 353, 163,  376,  285, 
!86,^,S93,  3S8,  336,  340,  343,  354,  408, 
420,  449.    OceasiiHu]  inlroduclLon  of  new 


480 


INDEX. 


R«li 


Re, 


book*  CM,  OS.  Poor,  105,  1CT.  J)el«eti  in 
llw  book!  for,  106,317.  Honolonaua,  IIS. 
Defeeu  in,  and  renedies  Tni  tfaem,69,  74, 
191,  I9S.  Neglecl  of,  for  ariifamctie,  101. 
On  early  habiia  of.  171.  fUrily  of  rood, 
178,196.  BeneGlofB  UiU)  for,  £ll.  Teach- 
on  deBtienl  in,  £3S,  370.  Caiuei  of  defi- 
eiencTin,281.  Naturally.Sll  Chaaire  of 
bookifoi.SSt.  Kcinarktaii,37g,391,449. 
EAbcl  of  pving  parliciilar  ■(lenlioa  to,  434. 
ecejsei  and  intermlMioiu,  85,  117,  376. 
aeiiien,  enlHrged  Ibrm  of,  luomnieaded, 
r40.    BgoeGl  of,  436. 

igion,  in  schouls,  143.  Oa  leaching:,  el 9e- 
'iwre,  184.  Teaching  of,  in  ichooli, £46, 306. 
See  Morality. 

eUy,  lopareDU,36,30.    Value  of 
Ahiiraci  of,  by  the 


IK 

Hoard  of  Edue 

vr  of  tuidies,  14,  36,  £91. 
if  Three,  413. 


Rule 


Ujndvieli  l»lwiii>,  i 


cholara,  report!  by  4, 178,  %H,  Ml,  270, 349. 
ln3uhordin*tioDoflbeiBtger,4.  Abwnlfrom 
-ianiinatiou,5,61,5e,  134,  tl7,  318,  35!, 

408.  Apponiaomeni  of  money  according 
to  Bltendance  of,  13,  304,  433.  Hu)i  make 
perH>nal  eierliDni  15,  60.  Taken  from 
•cboal  loo  early,  S6.    "     '    ' 


house)  at 


__..     KBpl_. 
Taught  by  coi 


336,  S37,  454. 
and  oaellioni,  46. 
..I,  5(.  Earet  to 
Want  of  induslri- 
oos  and  aludioui  habiis  la,  6U,  131.  Indif- 
ference of,  60.  AlIendinjotherKboollwbeu 
theirs  i>  not  kepi,  61.  Pmviiionfar  pauper, 
63.  Encouragemeni  of,  64.  Trealmeni  of 
dull,  64,  73.  On  pariiality  to,  64.  Home 
iaauenee  on,  66,  90.  On  lepuulng  the 
younger  from  the  nlder,  72,  96,  109,  111, 
115,125,147,  16!,l70|ail,36O.  Too  lonp 
confined,  85.  Neglecling  readiug  and  spetl- 
Lng,  for  «riibmetr    ""     °'-  '^'  ' 


!,  178,  a 


idiupat 
hould  I 


:,  400.     On 


at  of  clothing  for.  11 8,336,40!.  ^eave 
■chool  too  young,  148.  lodulgenee  of,  ns  la 
IhelDtudie),  156.  Purloiningby,  157.  Hav- 
ing comoleied  ifae  ordinarv  Hud  lei.  160. 


w  quBSJ 
■etaool,  174.    Too 


Abiei 


quHlificH 


Should 


of,  US,  S92.  Ou  calling  out  on  the  floor, 
448.  On  diatiibuiiug  looney  according  lo, 
Z76,  3£3.  On  irealmenl  of^Sm.  Should 
not  face  eachothei  in  ■chool,308.  Habitito 
be  formed  by,  315.  Bad  habit)  of,  from  bad 
teachen,  319.  Absent  from  eiaminaliou, 
an  reporting,  in  open  town  meeling,  352. 
Hie  Bge>  for,  370.  Rewarded  fur  geuiof 
out  of  the  hl^way,  402.  See  AUeadancf, 
and  Ttacher). 
Sehoo!  apparatui,  8,  £9,  47,  61,  38,  96,  114, 
116,  IS^  its,  133,  156,  158,  169,  19),  198. 


199, 3CT,  Xtl,  !86.  30t,  336,  39S,  410,  431, 

4M,  4ffT.    Purchaied,  55.  59,  106.    Diitii- 


ing  the  purcl 
441, 198. 
Ichool  booki. 


anee  of,  5i 
3  oT,  94. 


See  Baoii 

tefaool  canuniiteei,  want  i 
7,8,176.     Unpopularity  of 
P™|«.,i™  r 


of,  7. 


ing,  7.  Payment  of,  B,  17^,  266,  968!^e- 
iponsibility  of,  43,  43,  S25,  131,  449.  Nol 
approving  teaehen  lo  whom  they  would  not 
■end  their  own  cbildcen,  54.  On  aasUiii- 
iDg,  75, 19S,  135,  364,  36S.  Impaoaace  ot 
the  office  of,  77, 155.  Value  of  tbe  annual 
report)  of,  1 1 1 ,  141 .  Should  limit  ifaeir  cei 
iMcalei  to  literary  qualification),  IS9.  Od 
poailion  to,  by  parenti,  135,  156,  191,  141 
Cannoi  rite  half-way  cenificatei,  185.  Hinu 
on  Bucceuion  in,  S61.  Defence  of,  t67. 
Hailed  ri)iLi  of  the  town  sad  prudeatJaJ,77t. 
Remark)  on,  183,  194,  303,  364.  Bv-lawt 
opted  by^388.    On  Ihe  rigbl  of,  to  < 

D^'ihe  lel^^. 


oo[>,  4l'4. 


far  parehaiing  libra- 
mo(;49.     Redueiion 


436. 
School  disUicU,  union  of,  far 

lie).  7.    Nan-iubdirision  ol,    . 

of,  104, 155.    Defective,  144.    On  faeimoay 

in,  175.    BDundBrie)or,3Sl. 
School  eiamiuaiions.    See  Eramiitatiinu. 
School  government,  importance  of,  4,  67,  64, 

70,  7G,  108,  IE7,  131, 133, 183,  198,  904,  510, 

116,168,879,300,3*5,367, 


...»»c,H,...»eierci>e,  19,57,  108.    On  ihe 

Ksraniionoffauliy,  6!,  56,67.  DefeeLi  in, 
,  66.  Should  be  paternal,  94,  13t.  By 
female).  168.  Inierference  of  parenu  wiih, 
103,804,568,290,300,338,  HinHon,  807, 
307,348,365,437,  450.  On  diimiuion  for 
wantaf,II6.  Evilsorwantof,300.  Cansea 
of  difficulty  in,  300, 338, 407.    See  Pamto. 


-"   '1,49,08,59,69,77, 

106,  108,  111,  116, 
164,  166,  169,  178, 
199,  800,  887,  831, 
846,  M7,  852,  t56, 
184,  898,  898,  301, 
3!1,  331,  343,  345, 
376,  389,  398,  393, 
405,  410,  416,  480, 
of  neat  and  comfort. 
m  icbolars,  38,  79, 
,15.  Improved  and 
130,  14T,  laO,  163, 
on    rooms    in,    ^ 

______      _._    ,  J9,  63,  82,  98,  105, 

130,  173,  175,  198, 199,  285,  S44,  173,  1B9, 
309,338,374,400,411,419,441,457.  (Aaira 
u]ed,in,6!.  Notiniured,79,  111,  131.  Too 
long  for  Ihe  width,  IH.  Shadea  and  shut- 
ters for,  139.  ISuilding  of,  by  the  town,  155. 
Absence  of,  169.  C^mfonabla,  190,  9S4, 
839, 198,  408,  410.  Hints  on,  103, 140, 165. 
Location  of,  887,  198,  395,  408.  Heeltnr- 
bouses  and,  144.  Not  repaired,  389,  4«. 
Class-rooms  in,  recommended,  ^.  Tree) 
and  yards  around,  408.  Uoney  maappro- 
priaiedfor,441. 
School  libraries,  recommended,  7,  8,  IS,  IE, 
71,88,  93,  96,  97,  110,  156,  168,  169,  «0i, 
811,849,866,180,  886,  318,  360,  3B4,  398, 
403,411,415,481,415,484.    On  «oatriba- 


mum 


School  Library,  TlK,''nBComiMa<I(Kl,  7, 91,  ISi, 

16*,  Ml,  280,.  189,  ai^Two.  yJ4,"*W,  «6, 

SSioouTsSBCeiMKnSIi^,  HjgA IfchoiiU, 


a,  3^,  3iT,  4C^,  420.    n'ritinr  the  woida! 
"      "-  ■'-'•—-  ^n,  74.    Neglect  of,  for 


Brilbmetie,  101    Wbd 


1,105. 


iDiiulnietia,  187.  Eveaing  schooli  for,l!66. 

Teacben  deficient  ia,  138.     DecrenaiOD  In, 

£74.    HlDit  on,  379,  306,  390.    DeAcu  in 

the  book!  far,  433. 
Suia  Priioni,  air  Id,  401. 
Sleriing,  Qeorge  W.,  donal 


Swdtej,ravt 

TooadTu 
149,  lEO,  1 
S9D,tgS,3 
M8.  Out 
119,  1S7, 


n  bj,  for 
189,413. 


Too  many, 
r4,  390,  m. 

II,  m,  i4fi, 
t,  sai,  wi, 

9,  4S0,  435, 
S,  TO,  89,98, 


I,  SI,  90.    Nat  II 


d.'fo.  Sbooldd      ,  

75,  ConGacd  lo  wbal  ve  prescribed  by  ll 
■iBiule,  118,  m.  Too  many,  at  one  tim 
119.    ThooidinBiy,conipleled,  160. 

Sullivan'a  Moral  Claii  Book,  448. 

Summer  lehoola  not  sufficiently  prized,  148. 
Importance  ol*  good,  171,  IBG.  Tescheia 
for,  186.    See  /W^  Ttacha-t. 

Superiuleadeat  of  icbooli,  !53^2S6. 


194.  « 
.163,  r. 
331,3: 


101,110,11 
153, 165,  i: 

227, 828,  K 

363,3?^3e 
Hay  ban 


133, 19fl,  33 

gy  of  ebsraclar  in,  4,  53. 

•mmple  of,  4,  64, 319.    Imoor 


lofibe 


paciiy  for  goTenuneiil  in,  i,  183,  38T,  407. 
On  l£e  Hleclioa  of,  6,  33,  110, 117, 119,  1«, 
183, 187,  in,  139,  m,  564,  3S1,  370,  101, 
453.  On  reengSjHng,  6,  40,  318,  310,  3t9, 
3S1.  DefecUve  in  wrii-"  'i  *«5,  STa 
Teacbrng  without  cerlif  B,  IM, 


6,111,  •. 


I,  446, 


dear,  S3,  37,  40,  47,  9 
169, 139,  331,  943,  S4i 
292, !93, 308  309,310, 


m 


389,431,459.     lacomiwlencr  and  ineHkien- 
CT  of,  18, 57.  46,  47,  69, 103  I, 

3lo;^^S89,  ^,'435  ij 


196,?K,!77,  316,3S[I,  361 
455.  Rejected,  17,  fi8,  I6i 
334,439,453.  Inadequate 
17^  tS6.  3W,  407,  135,  43« 
Goo^,  49,  6i.     M. 


436 


Kniiwledgt  ,.  .„ 
Sbuuld   be  aMe 


1  Uacb[  I 

ur  ito^res 

3,  354,  379 


189, 141,  £97,  J4I 

4S9,  4^,     Reap. 

347,358.     Faiibfulneuofe*. 

365,  390.    Trealmoni  of  dull  t 

64.    Voli     "      ■ 


_._j  furnished  10,  65,    Too  young,  69. 
De6ciea1  in  reading.  69-    Maj;  have  lilerary 

?u»lifi cations,  bui  wait  capaciiy  lo  eovern, 
1,104,133,  139,  173,  lP3,.a60,  277,293, 
295,  339, 334,  353, 369, 445.  Young,  •hauld 
be  placed  in  small  schoo}!,  74.  Favoiiiiim 
in  selecting,  90,227.  To  awaken  an  inlcr- 
eil  in  icholars,  103.  Sebolin  sbould  face 
the,  in  icbsol,  103, 178, 306, 400.  On  hiring 
eiperienced,  117,  214,  256.  Formality  in 
the  manner  of  teaching  by,  118,  Certificaiei 
of,  should  be  condilionaf,  129.  ESeci  of  an- 
nual reports  on,  141.  Wilboul  Inlent  for 
deipaiching  bvslnei),  153.  Inlroduciion  of 
'■--'-  - ■— '-  by,  158,  136,  388,  443. 


Ke-pi 


n,  168. 


ould 


„  tral  scholar!,  178.  Detailed  qualifi- 
ealioni  of,  178,  179,  194.  For  summer 
schoolj,  186.  Systematic  and  unsysiematie, 
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